
Town Counsel Mark 
Reich and his associate 
Jonathan Eichman met 
with the Select Board at 
the Monday, Oct. 6 meet-
ing. 

They discussed con-
sidering a moratorium for 
solar projects.

Eichman’s specialty 
includes land use and real 
estate law. Considering 
the area of land use, he 
“counsels municipali-
ties on the interpretation 
and application of zon-
ing by-laws, subdivision 
control regulations, and 
wetlands statutes and 
by-laws, with particular 
emphasis on the analy-
sis and handling of zon-
ing nonconformities…” 
according to the KP Law 
website.

A member from the 
Zoning Board of Appeals 
and the Planning Board 
attended this session.

A c c o r d i n g  t o 
E ichman ,  the  r ecen t 
impacts (of solar instal-
lations) have raised con-
cerns suggesting a look 
at the zoning bylaws and 
consider making them 
more specific. He said it 
is possible for the town to 
“limit the area” used for 
solar power. He posed the 
question, where do we 
want to allow these facil-
ities. 

He provided the legal 
format for an article for 
a temporary moratorium 
on the construction of 
large scale ground mount-
ed solar  photovoltaic 
installations based on the 
information that there is 
“an unexpectedly high 
demand for large scale 
solar facility special per-
mits and together with the 
emphasis being placed 
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Board considers 
moratorium

BLANDFORD

By Wendy Long
Correspondent

Friends, current and 
former staff, patients and 
well wishers gathered at 
the Worthington Historical 
Society on Saturday, Oct. 
4 to celebrate the Hilltown 
Community Health Center’s 
75 years of providing qual-
ity health care in Western 
Massachusetts, as well as 
55 years as a Federally 
Qualified Community Health 
Center. 

As was pointed out by 
Chief Executive Officer 
Dr. Michael Purdy in his 
opening remarks, HCHC’s 
Federal designation pre-
dated the national health 
center movement by 15 
years. Dr. Purdy thanked 
Board President  Nancy 
Gilbert, a number of staff 
members and a number of 
elected officials includ-
ing State Representatives 
Lindsay Sabadosa and Jo 
Comerford, State Senators 
John Velis and Paul Mark, 
U. S. Congressman James 
McGovern and U. S. Senator 
Elizabeth Warren-for their 

tireless work and ongoing 
support. 

He expressed apprecia-
tion for the health centers’ 
exceptional staff, who he 
said are constantly adjusting 
to changing circumstances, 
no matter what is thrown 
at them. He also thanked 
numerous partners includ-

ing It Takes a Village, the 
Gateway Regional School 
District, and area colleges 
among others.

HCHC can trace its 
earliest beginnings to the 
arrival of Red Cross Nurse 
Florence Bates in 1930, who 
also became Worthington’s 
first town nurse. At a Town 

Meeting in February 1950, 
Bates advocated for a health 
center in town and the people 
voted to form an exploratory 
committee. By Oct. 3 of that 
same year, the Worthington 
Health Center was incorpo-
rated. Other historic nota-

HCHC honors health care key contributors

By Mary Kronholm
Correspondent

T h e  J e t h r o  J o n e s 
Historical Marker was offi-
cially dedicated Saturday, 
Oct. 11. 

The event was well 
attended with a rough count 
of 80 people which includ-
ed town officials Select 
Board Chair Cara Letendre 
and member T.J. Cousineau. 
M a r g a r e t  S u p e r n e a u , 
Regent of the Mercy Warren 
Chapter of the National 
Society of the Daughters of 
the American Revolution 
opened the ceremony read-
ing the Pledge of Allegiance 
and the American’s Creed by 
William Tyler Page.

C h a p t e r  R e g i s t r a r 
Mary Hull, who applied 
for and received funding 
for the marker through the 
Historian General’s Office 
of the National Society 

Daughters of the American 
Revolution and the William 
G. Pomeroy Foundation. The 
Jethro Jones marker is part of 
a multi-year “Revolutionary 

America 1775-1783” road-
side marker series, which 
draws attention to people and 
places of interest significant 
to Revolutionary America, 
including the contributions 

of less well-known patri-
ots, who helped secure the 
nation’s independence.  

Hull cited Jones’ history 
and his life before settling 

in Blandford in the early 
1800s.H er talk included 
the following information 
about Jones and his mili-
tary service: He  first served 
with the colonial militia 
in the French and Indian 
Wars.   When he was 44, he 
enlisted in the Continental 
Army, serving  a total of six 
years, much longer than the 
typical length of service 
for either white or black sol-
diers  in the  American  Rev-
olution. The average length 
of  service  for  Afr ican 
American soldiers  in the 
Revolution  was 4.5 years, 
eight times longer  than the 
average period for white 
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Jethro Jones family descendants gather round 
as the Historic Marker is unveiled.

Turley publications photos by Mary Kronholm
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By Wendy Long
Correspondent

H U N G T I N G TO N  – 
October got off to a roar-
ing start at the Huntington 
Public Library, with a used 
book sale and gift bas-
ket sale, sponsored by the 
Friends of the Huntington 
Public Library on Saturday 
Oct. 4. 

Award-winning s to-
ryteller Jonah Knight also 
brought true historical ghost 
stories from throughout New 
England to life on Tuesday, 
Oct. 7, which was recom-
mended for ages 13 and up. 
And crafter noon was held 
on Thursday, Oct. 9 at 4 p.m.

But there are still plen-
ty of activities coming up to 
round out October. A special 
“Skills Share Series,” tied to 
the community garden locat-
ed next door to the library, 
will be held on Saturday, 
Oct. 18 at 11 a.m. Dr. Kim 
Skrym, Ph. D. will present 
on the importance and vital 
impact of pollinators on hill-
town food systems. 

Skrym is  the Chief 
Apiary Inspector for the 
Massachusetts Department 

of Agricultural Resources  
and East Director of the 
A p i a r y  I n s p e c t o r s  o f 
America. This free event is 
provided by the Hilltown 
Fo o d  P o l i cy  C o u n c i l , 
Hill town Cares and the 
Huntington Public Library. 
Al l  ages  are  welcome. 
Weather permitting, this 
event will take place in the 
community garden.

The library is also tak-
ing part in the town’s annual 
Trunk or Treat event, spon-
sored by the Huntington 
Recrea t ion  Commit tee , 
Huntington Fire Department 
and the library. Children 
should come dressed in their 
Halloween costumes and 
bring a bag for their treats. 
There will be live music and 
a bonfire following. Children 
may stop by the library’s 
front vestibule to pick up a 
treat, picture book and Lego 
kit while supplies last on 
Saturday, Oct. 25 starting at 
5 p.m.

“The Book of Delights” 
by Ross Gay is the book 
club read for the month of 
October. Copies may be 
picked up at the library while 
available, ordered via inter-

library loan or borrowed 
through Libby. This New 
York Times best selling book 
of essays is a celebration of 
ordinary delights and the 
importance of not overlook-
ing them. This book will be 
discussed on Thursday, Nov. 
6 at 4 p.m.

For recurring monthly 
events, story hours are held 
Mondays and Saturdays at 
10:30 a.m. Game Night will 
take place on Thursday, Oct. 
16 at 4 p.m. Participants 
may bring their own game or 
play one of the library’s. The 
Cookbook Club meets on 
Thursday, Oct. 23 at 5 p.m.

For  more  in fo rma-
tion, people may call the 
Huntington Public Library 
at 413-512-5206 or email 
l i b r a ry@hun t ing tonma .
us. People can also visit 
the library’s website at 
Huntingtonpubliclibrary.org 
for information on these and 
other upcoming events, as 
well learn more about items 
in the “Library of Things” 
that are available to borrow, 
see what museum passes 
might be available to borrow 
and learn more about the lat-
est books on library shelves.

Library announces October calendar

HILLTOWNS

By Mary Kronholm
Correspondent

HILLTOWNS – There are 
several Halloween programs 
scheduled for Halloween 
weekend and beyond. 

Chester
Visit the Sinister Saw 

Haunted Trail on Saturday, 
Oct. 25 starting at 5 p.m. 
Parking is available at 47 
Emery St., across from the 
Chester Ball field.

 All the ghouls come 
wil l  out  with no holds 
barred for  the  Sinis ter 
Haunted Trail Halloween 
Event.  The trail will be 
lighted selectively; the rest 
is dark scary haunted woods. 

Then join the Hilltown 
Hikers and volunteers at the 
Granite Saw property for a 
walk on a haunted trail com-
plete with a 12-foot diame-
ter cutting saw, real tomb-
stones, haunted gags, bloody 
ghouls, skin crawling sound 
show, zombies and more. 

For the younger set, 
there will be pumpkin paint-
ing and face painting, fol-
lowed by a rag-shag parade. 

Cheer or compete in the 
inflatable race at 5:30 p.m. 
Then sink your fangs into 
Trunk or Treat, live music, 
beer tent and a food truck 
feast while spooky spirits 
roam the grounds. Dress 
to impress or terrify for 
the costume contests, fol-
lowed by an award cere-
mony with trophies and 
prizes for trunks and cos-
tumes. No dogs please on 
the haunted trail. Donations 
are welcome to support the 
historical renovations to the 
Chester Granite Saw. Please 
wear sturdy shoes and be 
prepared for uneven ground.

According to Select 
Board Chair Cara Letendre, 
Blandford is partnering 
with Chester for this 
event. 

Sponsors are: The 
Town of Chester, Western 
Mass Hil l town Hikers, 
Chester Rec Committee, 
Chester Fire Department, 
Chester/Blandford Police 
Department, Our Mother’s 
Kitchen, Kosinski Farms in 
Westfield, Mel’s Kitchen in 
Chester, Hamilton Memorial 
Library, Chester Council on 

Aging and The Pease Store. 
Please call Jessica for a 
trunk or to compete in the 
inflatable race  at 413-207-
4152 or email jsakaske@
live.com.

The Hamilton Memorial 
Library will be sponsor-
ing an inflatable costume 
race as part of the town’s 
Halloween celebration on 
Saturday, Oct. 25 beginning 
at 5 p.m. at 47 Emery St. 
(Emery

Park). Enjoy a vari-
ety of activities and events 
designed to bring neigh-
bors together and make 
Halloween memorable for 

everyone. Grab your friends 
and family for some laughs. 
The race will begin after 
the costume contest parade. 
Registration is helpful by 
calling 413-354-7808.

Huntington
Huntington’s  “trunk 

or treat” will be Saturday, 
Oct. 25 from 5-6 p.m. at the 
Huntington Public Library 
on East Main Street. Kids 
come in costume with an 
empty goody bag. Trunks 
of cars are loaded with 
candy for them. While sup-
plies last, they can go to the 
library vestibule for a treat, 
picture book and Lego kit, 
again, while supplies last. 

Then, at 6 p.m., the 
Huntington 

Fire 

Department will  have a 
bonfire, weather permit-
ting, with live music and 
food vendors.  Co-sponsors 
are the Huntington Public 
Library, Huntington Fire 
Department and Huntington 
Recreation Committee. 

Otis
Trunk or Treat event at 

the Otis Ridge on Saturday, 
Nov. 1 from 5-7 p.m. spon-
sored by the Otis Recreation 
Department, Farmington 
River  Regional  School 
Distr ic t  Parent  Teacher 
Association, Otis Police and 
Otis Ridge.

Russell
The  Russe l l  Po l ice 

Association for the fifth 
consecutive year sponsors 
Haunted  S t ra thmore  a t 
Strathmore Park on Route 
20.  Police Chief  Kevin 
Hennessey  sa id ,  “Th is 
spooktacular event is open 
to all Hilltown area resi-
dents.” 

Because  the  c rown 
was so great last year, this 
year will be a two-night 
event. The first night from 

5 p.m.  on features  the 
Haunted Hayride, geared for 
older children and adults. 
Children 12 and under free 
and $10 for adults. If an 
adult brings a non-perish-
able food donation the adult 
price is $5. There will be 
food vendors and a DJ com-
plement night one.

The Haunted Hayride 
continues for the second 
night along with the trunk’r 
treat.

Starting at 5 p.m. a 
children’s rag shag parade 
sets off the program with a 
children’s haunted pumpkin 
patch/cemetery. There is a 
jack o lantern contest, food 
vendors and a DJ again. 
Rounding out the program 
will be awards for the best 
costume, trunker and more. 

The Cobble Mountain 
Critter Project will be there 
with spooky, but true sto-
ries. Interested volunteers 
may email Officer Hess at 
chess@townofrussell.us. As 
always, volunteers are wel-
come to play characters and 
to help with the event. If 
interested email officer Hess 
at chess@townofrussell.us

Hilltowns celebrate spooky season with Halloween events

The Massachuset ts 
D e p a r t m e n t  o f 
Transportation announces 
it will be performing day-
time bridge work on I-90 
eastbound and westbound 
in the towns of Becket, 
Montgomery, and Russell. 

All work is weath-
er dependent and will take 
place at the following loca-
tions and times:

In Becket bridge work 
with lane closures will be 
conducted on I-90 eastbound 
and westbound at mile 
marker 18.4 now through 
Friday, Oct. 17 from 7 a.m.-
4 p.m.

In Montgomery and 
Russell bridge repairs with 
a lane closure will be con-
ducted on I-90 westbound 
from mile marker 35.9 
to mile marker 36.5 now 
through Friday, Oct. 17 from 
6 a.m.noon.

A p p r o p r i a t e  s i g -
nage and law enforcement 
details will be in place to 
guide drivers through the 
work area. Drivers travel-
ing through the area should 
expect delays, reduce speed, 
and use caution. All sched-
uled work is weather depen-
dent and subject to change 
without notice.

For more information 
on traffic conditions, trav-
elers are encouraged to: 
Download the Mass511 
mobile app or visit www.
mass511.com to view live 
cameras, travel times, real 
time traffic conditions, and 
project information before 
setting out on the road. 
Users can subscribe to 
receive text and email alerts 
for traffic conditions. Dial 
511 and select a route to 
hear real time conditions. 
Follow @MassDOT on X, 
formerly known as Twitter, 
to receive regular updates on 
road and traffic conditions.

MassDOT lists I-90 roadwork

LUCI’S LOVING CARE
Home Care Services

Offering compassionate, 
kind and experienced 
care for over 20 years.

Services include 
but not limited to:
• Personal care 

assistance
• Companionship
• Dementia/Alzheimer’s 

support
• Transportation and 

errands
• Meal preparation & light 

housekeeping
• Medication reminders, 

post-surgery care

Care from the heart in the comfort of your home

Lucimara Galo - Owner / CEO
Kevin Brasil - Administrative Manager
lcmrgalo@gmail.com • (413) 320-0240

Check us out Facebook or Website
Luci’s Loving Care

www.lucislovingcare.com

Best Home 
Health Care

HUNTINGTON

PROPANE GAS
PLUMBING • HEATING

(413) 268-8360
TOLL FREE 1-800-464-2053

Family Owned & Operated
3 Berkshire Trail West (Route 9), P.O. Box 102, Goshen, MA 01032

www.georgepropane.com

George
PROPANE INC.

ARCHITECT
JEFFREY SCOTT PENN

77 Worthington Road, Huntington, MA 01050
Tel. 413-531-1868
Fax. 413-667-3082

Email: jspsed@verizon.net

new construction, renovation,
historic preservation

DOWN TO EARTH
EXCAVATING

413+667+ 5269

Highly Regarded Professionals: Complete Site Work,
Septic Development and Repairs. Fully insured.

INC

DOWN TO EARTH
EXCAVATING INC

Paul & Randy LaPointe, Owners Huntington, Mass.

Rev. Down to Earth ad #2:Davis  10/30/12  8:44 AM  Page 1

• Tune Ups
• Installations

• Oil Tanks

Huntington, Massachusetts

Office 413.667.0245
Cell 413.530.7037

jeffsoilburnerservice@hotmail.com

FEED • PET SUPPLIES • CLOTHING • COAL 
WOOD PELLETS • WILD & CAGED BIRDSEED
 POOL SUPPLIES •  MOTOR OILS • FENCING
LAWN & GARDEN SUPPLIES • FERTILIZER

GATEWAY FARM & PET

59 RUSSELL ROAD, HUNTINGTON, MA 01050

1-413-667-2279
TARA GRENIER •  PAUL GRENIER

M-F 8am-5pm
Sat. 8am-4pm

BUSINESS 
DIRECTORY

46 Pitcher Street Donald Washburn
Montgomery, MA 01085   862-3301

Kirke R. Henshaw, Inc.
Water Well Drilling, Water Pump Sales & Service

800-232-4725 • Fax 413-296-4565
Charles R. Henshaw

130 Cummington Rd., W. Chesterfield, MA • 413-296-4725

Water
Testing

•
Water System

Repairs

System
Evaluations

•
Hydrofracture

to Increase Flow

Paul’s
Plumbing & Heating

238-0303
PAUL GRAHAM
Mass. License 23299

FULLY LICENSED & INSURED 
Huntington, MA • 413-667-3149

dalesstructuralandcarpentry.com

Dale’s
Home Improvement • Additions • Restorations • Repairs

Sagging Floors - Beams - Columns
Sill Timbers - Termite Damage

Foundation Repairs - Piers & Footings 
Chimney Rebuilds

Structural 
& Carpentry

Post 
& Beam 
Repairs

Contact 
Wendy Delcamp

TO ADVERTISE AT
413-283-8393

or email:
wdelcamp@turley.com

Send Us Your Photos!
countryjournal@turley.com
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NOW 
OPEN!!

Trailer Repair and Maintenance 
Aluminum Flatbed Sales & Installation

Trailer Parts – We Do Trailer Tires 
Check Out Our Stocked Showroom

LOTS OF TRAILER 
PARTS IN STOCK!
We repair trailers 

We install truck bodies 
We sell wood pellets

We install truck 
suspension helpers

Stop in and 
check out the 
showroom! 
Grab a FREE 

cup of coffee!

38 Russell Road • Huntington, MA 01050 • 413-685-8015 • jong@integritytsr.com

By Magdalene Taylor

HUNTINGTON – For 
the last several years, a cen-
tury-old Huntington land-
mark known simply as “flag 
rock” sat faded and covered 
in brush along the banks of 
the Westfield river. 

Last  month,  howev-
er, three Hilltown natives 
restored the rock to its for-
mer glory in celebration of 
the forthcoming 250th anni-
versary of the United States.

Marie Wheeler Pease, 
Jeff Penn and Joy Smith 
Taylor, all born and raised 
in Huntington, gathered 
together on Wednesday, Sept. 
17 to begin re-painting the 
rock, a process that took four 
river crossings to complete 
and wasn’t finalized until 
Tuesday, Sept. 30. The trio 
previously requested per-
mission from Dave and Lori 
Baillergeron, upon whose 
property the rock sits. 

“I’ve always been very 
nostalgic,” says Taylor, 
who spearheaded the reviv-
al. Driving around the area, 
she missed being able to 
see the rock from the road 
as she could for most of her 
life. “Recently, I’ve also 
been interested in all of the 
developing activities sur-
rounding the coming 250th 
anniversary of this country 
and the Revolutionary War. It 
occurred to me that unveiling 
the flag on the rock would be 
a perfect way to honor this 
milestone.” 

According to documents 
shared by local historian 
and archivist Bill McVeigh, 
the rock was first painted 
via boat by John O’Connell 
in 1920, who maintained 
the rock for years and then 
passed the duty on to friends 
and family. At the time, the 
area of the river where the 
rock sits was called “Mirror 
Lake .”  The  rock  went 
neglected for a period until 
1955, when Explorer Scouts, 
a tier of the Boy Scouts of 
America for older teenage 
boys, took up the task. 

It was forgotten and 
faded again until 1971, when 
Penn’s father, John, learned 
of the existence of the rock 
when town visitors had 

parked across from his bar-
bershop on Route 112 to look 
for it. Unable to find it, John 
scoured the riverbank himself 
to locate it. Once he did, he 
decided to repaint it himself 
with the help of his two sons, 
then six and nine. In the fif-
ty-plus years since, several 
other locals have helped keep 
the rock painted red, white 
and blue, including Pete 
Webb, Kat Pauline Grant and 
her father, Mark Burgess. 
Into the 21st century, nature 
obscured the rock from view 
until this fall, when Taylor 
endeavored to renew the rock 
to its familiar patriotic state. 

“I lived across the river 
from the flag rock until I was 
12 years old,” explains Pease. 
“It was the first thing we saw 
when we went out the front 
door in the morning, and 
when Joy said she wanted 
to find it and paint it, I was 
happy to bring back a small 
part of Huntington history”

“Joy organized every-
thing here and we reminisced 
a lot, we laughed a lot, and 
it was a fun project,” says 
Pease. “I was really happy 
to help Joy and Jeff bring the 
rock back to life and to see 
that everybody’s so positive 
about it.” 

While images of the 
repainted rock have been 
shared on social media, it 
hasn’t been entirely visible 
from the road due to heavy 
overgrowth obstructing the 
view. “With the leaves com-
ing off the trees, mother 
nature will make the rock 
visible again in the next few 
weeks,” says Taylor.

“Right now, it really 
is beautiful,” says Penn. “I 
can’t wait till we open it up 
so people can see from the 
riverside again.”

“It’s going to be there 
for a long time, and now, 
because we’ve resurrected 
it and kept it going, some-
body else will,” he continues. 
“We’re going to send this off 
into the future. That gives 
us great pride, too, to be a 
link in this chain. That is true 
patriotism. I think the idea of 
just loving your town, caring 
for your neighbors, talking 
to people, helping when you 
can all of that, that’s what 

America is.”
“ T h e  f l a g  m e a n s 

Huntington,” says Penn. “It 
means all of us communi-
ty members that drive by it 
and smile, because we don’t 
think about strife, we don’t 

think about war, we don’t 
think about taxes. We look 
at that flag and we think 
Huntington.”

“And it means freedom,” 
says Taylor, the author of this 
article’s mother.

Hilltown trio restore Flag rock
HUNTINGTON

A close up view of the newly painted Flag rock.

This offers a great view of Flag rock along the banks of the 
Westfield River in Huntington.

Joy Smith Taylor and Marie Wheeler Pease paint the stripes on 
the American flag.

The painting crew are front, Joy Smith Taylor; middle, Marie 
Wheeler Pease and rear, Jeff Penn.

Jeff Penn, from left and Marie Wheeler Pease put the finishing 
touches on Flag rock.

Flag rock before it got painted and was covered in vegetation 
making it barely visible.

www.countryautosma.com
“Best Deals In The Country!”

Family Owned for Over 30 Years
520 College Highway, Southwick • 413-569-2186

4 Wheel Drive Headquarters
2018 Dodge Ram Crew Cab, 1 Owner ............................... $17,995
2017 Ford Explorer XLT, Leather, Moon Roof .................... $15,995
2014 Jeep Grand Cherokee Excellent Condition, 102,000 Miles, 
Power Seats Trailer Package & More .................................. $10,990
2018 Chevy Equinox Premiere, Leather, Moon Roof ......... $15,995
2018 Chevy Silverado, 4WD, Crew Cab LT, Power Windows, 
Power Locks, Power Seats, 93,000 Miles, Trailer Package .. $24,995
2015 Ford F-150 XLT, Crew Cab, 5.0 V8 Pseat .................. $22,995
2014 GMC Sierra Pickup Longbed, PW, PL, Runs Great ...... $7,995

2015 Chevy Silverado 2500HD 
With LTZ  & Z71 Pkgs., 
79,000 Miles ....................... $31,995

COUNTRY AUTO SALES

FINANCING
AVAILABLE!

2009 GMC Sierra
Ext Cab, 2500 HD with 8 ft. 
Fisher Plow, Power Windows, 
Power Locks, 112,000 Miles
.....................................$10,995
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Dear Rusty: 
I was born in April 

1958 and my plan has been 
to take my Social Security 
at age 70. 

However, my sister-in-
law says that it is smarter to 
take it now while I am still 
working. I will be 70 in 2.5 
years. Her husband collects 
his SS and has kept work-
ing. She believes their strat-
egy will net more money 
than mine due to the fact he 
has continued to pay into 
the system and she believes 
it has super boosted his 
monthly benefit. What say 
you? BTW, Lord willing and 
the creek don’t rise I plan 
on living at least till 87. 

Signed: 
Questioning My Plan 

Dear Questioning: 
You have  a l ready 

reached your SS Full 
Retirement Age, so you 
can earn as much as possi-
ble without your SS bene-
fit being negatively affect-
ed by Social Security’s 
Annual Earnings Test. In 
fact, if your current earn-
ings are among the highest 
over your lifetime, your SS 
benefit amount will contin-
ue to increase because of 
your higher current earn-
ings. You are now also earn-
ing Delayed Retirement 
Credits, which will improve 
your  monthly amount 
by.67% for each month 
(8% for each full year) you 
delay. That means that if 
you wait and claim at 70 
you will get about 127% 
of what you would have 
gotten had you claimed at 
your FRA of 66 years and 8 
months plus you’ll also get 
all COLA increases which 
occur between now and 
then. So your life expectan-
cy is key.  

 It usually takes about 
12 years to break even 
money wise by claiming at 
age 70 vs. at FRA. In other 
words, if you claim at 70 
instead of FRA, you’ll have 
received the same amount 
of SS money after you 
are 82. Thus, if your life 
expectancy is greater than 
age 82, you’ll get more in 
cumulative lifetime bene-
fits by waiting until 70 to 
claim. Of course, no one 
really knows how long they 
will live, so it is a judge-
ment you need to make. 
“Average” life expectan-
cy for a man your current 
age is about age 84, but if 
you’d like to get a more 
personalized longevity 
estimate you can use this 
tool we use here at the 
AMAC Foundation: https://
socialsecurityreport.org/
tools/life-expectancy-calcu-
lator/ 

Another thing to keep 
in mind is whether your 
wife will get a widow’s 
benefit if you die first. A 
widow will get the high-
er of either her own SS 
retirement benefit or the 
husband’s benefit amount 

when he died. So, if you 
claim at age 70, your sur-
viving spouse will benefit 
if her own SS is smaller 
because you waited until 70 
for your higher SS amount. 
Just something else to keep 
in mind. 

Yet another is whether 
your wife will be entitled 
to a higher benefit as your 
spouse while you are both 
living. FYI, a spouse will 
get a “spousal boost” if her 
own SS retirement benefit 
at FRA is less than 50% of 
her spouse’s FRA entitle-
ment. If so, your wife can-
not claim her spousal bene-
fit until you take your own 
SS retirement benefit. If 
your wife will be entitled to 
more as your spouse while 
you are both living, then 
delaying until age 70 means 
your wife cannot collect her 
higher spousal amount until 
you claim. Depending on 
your financial needs as a 
couple, that may affect your 
decision as well. 

When to  c la im is 
always a judgement call 
which should consider your 
life expectancy, your finan-
cial needs and your marital 
status. If you don’t need the 
SS money now while you 
are working and believe 
you will, indeed, live “at 
least till 87,” then waiting 
would likely be your best 
long-term decision. If you 
have doubts about your life 
expectancy, and/or if your 
wife will substantially ben-
efit from a “spousal boost” 
if you claim earlier, then 
claiming now would also be 
a wise choice. 

F i n a l l y,  i t ’s  a l s o 
important to understand that 
your SS benefits may be 
taxable by the IRS and, if 
you are still working, your 
IRS tax rate will likely be 
higher now than it would be 
after you retire from work-
ing. Note: The so-called 
“one big, beautiful bill” 
provides only temporary 
tax relief (thru 2028) on 
SS benefits - the IRS will 
still tax SS benefits but also 
allow a separate tax deduc-
tion to offset those SS taxes 
you pay.   

T h e  A s s o c i a t i o n 
Mature Citizens Foundation 
and its staff are not affil-
iated with or endorsed 
by the Social Security 
Administration or any 
other governmental enti-
ty. This article is intended 
for information purpos-
es and does not represent 
legal or financial guid-
ance. It presents the opin-
ions and interpretations 
of the Association Mature 
Ci t izens  Foundat ion’s 
staff, trained and accredit-
ed by the National Social 
Security Association  To 
submit a question, visit 
amacfoundation.org/pro-
grams/social-security-advi-
sory or email us at ssadvi-
sor@amacfoundation.org. 
Russell Gloor is a Social 
Security advisor for AMAC. 

GUEST COLUMN

Usually we have a 
f ew n igh t s 
that  tee-

t e r  a r o u n d 
the  f reez ing 
m a r k  e a c h 
fall, giving us 
an advanced 
w a r n i n g  o f 
sorts, before a 
real deal killer 
frost strikes. Not 
so this year.  

I tuned into the 
weather last Tuesday night 
and to my shock, we were 
expecting temperatures to 
dip into the mid to high 20s 
Thursday night into Friday 
morning! That meant going 
into extreme harvest mode to 
get everything indoors that 
needed to be and trying to 
cover what I couldn’t get to.

I was trying to hold off 
on harvesting my Butternut 
winter squash, hoping for the 
green tinges of the skin to 
fade to a warm buff color, 
but by the time Wednesday 
rolled around I had to give in 
and pick them. I think they 
are mostly ripe.  

I grew three total hills 
this year, two of a variety 
Mom had saved the seeds of 
and one of a highly touted, 
powdery mildew resistant F1 
hybrid by the name of “Little 
Dipper.”  I was lured in by 
the catalog description that 
promised seven plus fruits 
per plant.  

From my two plants in 
that one hill, I harvested 15. 
Pretty good, I’ll say! They 
range in weight from just 
about a pound and a half to 
over five pounds, with most 
around the 3.5 pound mark.  

I already cut into one, 
and roasted it. Not being 
used to such a dry texture, 
I added a little water when 
I whipped it up and it was 
flavorful enough. And true to 
its description in the Fedco 
catalog (fedcoseeds.com) it 

was indeed 
powdery mildew resistant.  

The leaves were incred-
ibly green and still pumping 
out flowers until they were 
struck by frost. Will I grow it 
again? Yes.  

One mention: the seeds 
took forever to germinate. I 
start mine indoors in early 
May. They were easily a 
week or 10 days behind 
the open pollinated squash 
and pumpkins I germinated 
indoors.

Another squash that was 
new to my garden this year 
was an Acorn squash by the 
name of “Festival”  from 
Renee’s Garden (renees-
garden.com). I typically 
don’t veer from growing but-
ternuts due to a heavy load 
of squash vine borers on all 
other species, but the seed 
packet was so pretty that I 
succumbed to an “impulse 
buy.”  

I figured I could grow 
them to eat, and also use 
them for autumn decorations. 
The cream-colored squash 
are splashed with orange, 
yellow and/or green and 
reportedly will keep up to 
three months.  

From four plants I har-
vested 21 squash; not too 
shabby for vines that are 
semi bush. I tried two plants 
in one of my raised beds as 
an experiment, and they did 
great there, as did the two in 
the main garden.  

I  cu t  one  in  ha l f , 

removed the seeds and roast-
ed it cut side down until 

fork tender. To me, 
acorns are on 
the blah side 
bu t  a l l  tha t 

changes with 
the addition 
o f  s o m e 

maple syrup.  
As far as the 

vine borers go, the 
plants were early 

to bear and quick to 
ripen. By the time the bor-
ers discovered them most 
fruits were curing right on 
the plants. I’ll definitely be 
growing them again.

Mouse Melon,  a lso 
known as Cucamelon was 
a newbie as well, and one 
that I was not sad to see go 
when the frost hit. I sowed 
the seeds indoors and plant-
ed the transplants along one 
side of an A-frame trellis.  
By August I had the cutest 
mini-watermelons, think the 
size that would be perfect 
Barbie Doll food!  

My appreciation for this 
trial ended with its cuteness, 
however. To me it tasted like 
a bitter cucumber, with a lit-
tle bit of a kick to it. Not a 
fan.  

I did enter them in the 
Ware Grange fair, however, 
and won first place in the 
“any other” category!  

Stay tuned next week for 
more reviews and also what 
strategies worked and what 
didn’t!

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge 
School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. 
For 33 years she has held the 
position of staff horticultur-
ist at Old Sturbridge Village. 
She enjoys growing food 
as well as flowers. Have a 
question for her? Email it to 
pouimette@turley.com with 
“Gardening Question” in the 
subject line.  

Jack Frost has come and gone; time to review
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SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters

Should I take Social 
Security now or at age 70?

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

Corrections 
policy

If you notice a factual 
error in our pages, please 
let us know, so that we 
can set the record straight. 
Email information to coun-
tryjournal@turley.com, or 
call us at 413-283-8393. 

Corrections will be 
printed in the same section 
where the error originally 
occurred.

The article on Rev. 
Jack Kraaz, which appeared 
in the Oct. 6 edition of the 
Country Journal had several 
errors. The combined efforts 
of the Williamsburg Church 
for the Take and Eat (not 
Cake and Eat), program are 
with the Our Lady of the 
Hills Parish in Haydenville. 
They deliver homemade 
meals every Saturday to 
elderly shut-ins and home-
bound, but not the home-
less. They do prepare meals 
on occasion for the home-

less in conjunction with the 
Cathedral in the Night in 
Northampton.

Rev. Kraaz’s wife, 
Sarah, is the organist at First 
Churches in Northampton, 
no  longer  the  F i r s t 
Congregational Church, 
which combined with the 
First Baptist Church in 1988 
to become First Churches.  

The  da te  o f  the 
Hilltown Hikers Sinister 
Saw event was incorrectly 
listed. The correct date is 
Saturday, Oct. 25.

Corrections



Country Journal  •  Thursday, October 16, 2025	 page 5

CHURCH 
DIRECTORY

Pioneer Valley 
Assembly of God
Pastor Javier Melendez
63 Old Chester Rd., 
Huntington MA 01050
413-667-3196
pvaglife@gmail.com
www.pioneervalleyag.org
Facebook: Pioneer Valley 
Assembly of God
Sunday service: 10:30 a.m.

Hilltown Community Church
Rev. Dr. Robert Perreault
55 Main St., Russell, MA 01071
413-275-3232
Office: 413-862-3341
hilltownchurch3341@gmail.com
Sunday Mornings 10 a.m.

First Congregational Church of Williamsburg
Rev. Jack Kraaz
4 North Main St., Williamsburg, MA 01096
413-268-7557 • burgychurch@gmail.com • burgychurch.org
Facebook: First Congregational Church of Williamsburg 
YouTube Channel: www.youtube.com/channel/UCdyH1EA-fduamqHYeekxw5w
Office Hours: Tuesdays through Friday 9 a.m. - 12 noon
Days and Hours of Services: Sundays at 10 a.m.

Holy Family Parish
Rev. Ronald F. Sadlowski, known as Fr. Ron
5 Main St., Russell, MA 01071
413-862-4418
Office Hours: No set times. Please call, leave a voice message or email
holyfamilyrussell.org • parish@holyfamilyrussell.org
Saturday Vigil: 5 p.m.
Sunday Masses: 8:15 a.m. & 11 a.m.

Your
Church

Community

51 Locust St. 
Suite 3
Northampton
MA 01060
413-614-1112
Primary Care Practice, Chronic Care Management, 

Telehealth Visits, and Immunizations

SAME DAY VISITS AVAILABLE

DOT EXAMS

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertiser is re-
quested to check their adver-
tisement the first time it appears. 
This paper will not be responsi-
ble for more than one corrected 
insertion, nor will be liable for 
any error in an advertisement to 
a greater extent than the cost of 
the space occupied by the item 
in the advertisement.

Tractor Safety Workshop
Saturday, October 25, 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.

at New England Small Farm Institute – 270 Jackson Street, Belchertown
     Jim Carrabba, Agricultural Safety Specialist with the Northeast Center for Occupational 
Health and Safety (NEC), will lead a program on tractor safety. Topics covered include 
tractor injury statistics, basic safe tractor operating principles, how to perform operator 
checks, safety featurtes on new vs. old tractors, and safe operation of tractors on public roads. 
Participants will learn about Rollover Protective Structures (ROPS) and the ROPS Retrofit 
Rebate Program. Jim will also cover Power-Take-Off (PTO) safety and will demonstrate 
retrofit PTO shield offered by NEC. All welcome!
     The training will cover the areas required for OSHA annual tractor safety under 1928.51 
Appendix A and can meet that training requirement for your farm (applies to farms with 
more than 10 employees).

Please pre-register. Contact Sara Weil:
Email: info@smallfarm.org • Tel: 413-323-4531 • Web: smallfarm.org

Workshop fee $30 per person. Limited space available. Walk-ins allowed if slots are open.

HUNTINGTON

Greg Reil of Reil Country performed on Sunday.

Samantha Riley and Philip Crump-Willis at their pickle stand, 
“The Big Dill”, selling small batch craft pickles.

Turley Publications photos by Wendy Long Founders are Paul and Janine LaPointe.

Two year old Scarlett L. of Chicopee hangs 
out on a hay bale at the Harvest Festival held 
on the Huntington town green Oct. 4 and 5. Two year old Paisley Waite of Huntington paints her pumpkin. Woodworker Michael Koivisto demonstrates his “turkey call.”

FESTIVAL CELEBRATES AUTUMN AND HARVEST

HUNTINGTON  –  The 
Westfield River Watershed 
Association and the Western 
Mass. Fly Fishermen  will 
honor their late president with 
the free Bill Rose Memorial 
Fly Fishing clinic Saturday, 
Oct. 18 from 9:00 a.m.-
noon in the turnout on the 
Westfield River across from 
the Huntington Health Center, 
Route 20. Children and teens 
are welcome with the super-
vision of an adult at this fami-
ly-friendly event.  

“Come out and learn 
about fly fishing from the 
experts.  Join us as we enjoy 
a beautiful fall day on the 
Westfield River,” encourages 
Mark Damon, current WRWA 
president. “Bill Rose was 
president of both the WMWA 
and the WMFF at the time of 
his death. He loved fly fish-
ing.  In his memory, all are 
invited to try fly-fishing for 

the first time or get expert tips 
and coaching for the experi-
enced fisherfolk out there.”

People can drop in 
throughout the morning and 
watch a fly-tying demonstra-
tion and practice casting. A 
life-long fly-fisherman, Bill 
Rose, was always sharing 
his passion. “Beginners are 
welcome. It’s not as compli-
cated as it looks on TV,” he 
would declare. “Children as 
young as six can successfully 
tie simple flies and cast their 
lines. People only need to cast 
out a few feet to successfully 
catch fish in our local streams 
and rivers.”  

The Mass.  Division 
of Fisheries and Wildlife 
stocks waters around the 
state including the Westfield 
River and its tributaries. “It 
makes for good fishing,” 
states Harold Norman, a long-
time member of the WMFF.  

“I love flying ties and shar-
ing my skills with others. I 
don’t go out often these days, 
being a little older.  But one 
of my buddies picks me up 
every now and then and we 
do a little fishing. It doesn’t 
matter much if we catch any-
thing because mostly we 
catch and release now, to help 
protect our local resources.” 
Norman adds,“I’ll be there in 
Huntington on the 18th ready 
to teach the folks who show 
up.”

In addition to fly fish-
ing activities, Damon, who is 
a biologist, will be on hand 
to net insects from the river 
and help participants learn to 
identify them under micro-
scopes. “Knowing what the 
fish eat and how those bugs 
behave in the water helps 
make folks better fishers,” 
says Damon. “The flies you 
tie need to mimic the real 

bugs to entice the fish.”  The 
WMFF will guide participants 
through tying simple flies that 
they can use when they go out 
on their own.

WRWA encourages peo-
ple, who own a fly rod and 
want to learn more about 
using it to bring it to the clin-
ic. For those who have never 
tried fly fishing before, some 
equipment will be available 
to use at the clinic. “A decent 
beginning fly-fishing combo 
is available for less than $50 
complete,” according to the 
fishermen’s group. “Take up 
the challenge of outwitting 
the fish. It’s great family fun. 
If you have an interest in fish-
ing and want to try fly-fish-
ing, then come out and join 
us.”

Damon adds that as a 
tribute to Bill Rose a begin-
ning fly-fishing set will be 
given to a young participant 

who otherwise would not be 
able to access the sport. “Our 
organizations are committed 
to making the river and its 
environment accessible, safe 
and fun for all those who live 
in our watershed.  We strong-
ly encourage people from all 
walks of life and ages to come 
and learn some of the basics 
of this sport.”

There will be a portable 
toilet on site. The clinic will 
be held rain or shine, barring 
extremely stormy weather.  

The Westfield River 
Watershed Association was 
established in 1953 to pro-
tect and improve the natural 
resources of the watershed, as 
well as to expand recreational 
and other land use opportu-
nities for people’s enjoyment 
and for sound ecology. To 
learn more, people may visit 
www.westfieldriver.org. 

The Western Mass. Fly 

Fishermen began in 1971 to 
promote the art of fly fishing 
and encourage stewardship of 
our fishing areas. They offer 
a free Fly-Tying Class on 
Monday nights in January and 
February at the Ludlow Elks 
Club. For more information, 
people may visit https://wmff-
club.org/.

Memorial fly fishing clinic set to take place on Oct. 19

Bill Rose is shown fly-fishing 
in the Westfield River. 

Photo Courtesy WRWA

SWINGING BRIDGE ANTIQUES,
 AUCTIONS, ESTATE LIQUIDATION, 

CLEAN OUTS & MORE!
10 East Main St. (Rte 112) • Huntington, MA 01050

SWINGING BRIDGE wants your Antiques and Vintage Quality items:  
antique and vintage furniture, antique and vintage lighting, antique 
and vintage décor, coins, sterling, gold, estate jewelry and more.

We can buy out right, consign and or auction.

SWINGING BRIDGE OFFERS HOME OWNERS THE OPTION OF 
REAL ESTATE AUCTION, ESTATE CLEAN OUTS, 

ONE CALL CAN DO IT ALL FOR YOU.  

PLEASE CALL US FOR MORE INFO AND GALLERY HOURS.
David Baillargeon Auctioneer MA Lic. AU0002755

Call or text 413-207-1301 • www.swingingbridgeauctions.com 

ANTIQUES
ESTATE SALES

 AUCTIONS

SWINGING
BRIDGE

AUCTION



page 6	 Country Journal  •  Thursday, October 16, 2025

BLANDFORD

By Mary Kronholm
Correspondent

BLANDFORD – There 
is a new hotel in town, but 
it is reserved for dogs, not 
people.

Sunse t  Kenne l s  on 
Sunset Road is the up and 
coming dog lodging facility. 
There are others that have 
similar priorities, but their 
owners are closing shop to 
retire or already have after 
many years of providing 
canine care. 

What Sunset Kennels 
has to offer  is  unique. 
O w n e r s  C h e l s e a  a n d 
Marshall Prokop provide 
a safe, caring and friendly 
environment for all dogs. 
Their aim is to make each 
dog feel at home. There is 
plenty of space to run, play 
and relax. The roomy and 
secure lodging facilities 
can accommodate dogs of 
all breeds and sizes and the 
care an attention for their 
guests is their priority.

The large barn kennel 
is air conditioned in the 
summer and heated in the 
winter. There are closed cir-
cuit cameras to make sure 
the guests are always com-
fortable. The Prokops live 
on site, so there is always 
s o m e o n e  ava i l a b l e  t o 
respond to any pooch need. 

A n d  C h e l s e a  a n d 
Marshall do care. They have 
their own dog, Moose, who 
was available to demon-
strate runs, exploration of 
trails and treat pleas.

Caring for an animal 
is the same as caring for 
a family member. And the 
Prokops will tell you this is 
why they offer a “peaceful 
country setting where they 

can enjoy fresh air, playtime 
and companionship.”

Chelsea added, “We 
have combined our love of 
animals with our business 
knowledge to create the 
perfect space for dog lodg-
ing: a  place with plenty of 
time outside in the woods, 
a calming environment with 
one-on-one interact ions 

and a peaceful space that is 
quiet, cozy and full of extra 
pets and cuddles.”

The dogs do get plen-
ty of outdoor time, which 
means long outdoor walks.

Their facility is still 
undergoing change. There 
wi l l  be  a  dr iveway so 
patrons can deliver pets 
right to the door of the ken-

nels; there is an expanded 
free-run area to be enclosed 
this week so lodgers have 
free off-lead time.

Right now, the dogs are 
walked on a leash several 
times a day and this will 
continue. They get plenty 
of exercise and guests have 
been known to go home and 
sleep for two or three days.
Lucky was one such guest. 
He was glad to be home and 
just rest, according to his 
owners.

The kennels can house 
multiple animals at a time, 
and if there is more than one 
dog in the family to stay, 
they can be housed togeth-
er. Their beds are large and 
raised to keep them cool in 
the summer yet warm in the 
winter,  but then, the lodg-
ings are heated.

There are games and 
special treats.

All in all, Chelsea likes 
to call Sunset Kennels a 
vacation for your dog at a 
dog Air Bed and Breakfast.

B o t h  C h e l s e a  a n d 
Marshall are Hilltown born 
and raised and realized that 
this will always be their 
home. They both have left 
the corporate work world 
to do something special 
– not only for themselves 
and their family, but also 
for others, hence, Sunset 
Kennels. The young couple 
have two children: a two-
and-a-half-year-old and a 
ten-month-old.

Both have Bachelors’ 
degrees with majors in busi-
ness. Chelsea, 38, holds 
a  degree  f rom Nichols 
Col lege in  Dudley and 

Marshall, 36 from Daniel 
Webster College in New 
Hampshire.  Marshall  is 
a lso  an honorably  dis-
charged active-duty veteran 
of the United States Navy 
and served 2009 to 2013 as 
Petty Officer Third Class. 
They have known each 
other since their middle 
school days at Gateway and 
Chelsea said, “Neither of 
us went to school for any-
thing  animal related, we 
have both always grown up 
with a dog in our homes.”  

M o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n 
including requirements , 
such as rabies documenta-
tion, costs and all amenities 
can be found by visiting 
their website at sunsetken-
nelsma.com. They also have 
social media presence on 
Facebook and Instagram.

Sunset Kennels offers dog boarding in peaceful countryside

BLANDFORD – Bert 
Pease and Milton Kidder 
were the October birthday 
celebs Friday at the Council 
on Aging luncheon. 

The full house dined 
on peach infused iced tea, 
Shepherd’ pie, cheddar bis-
cuits, tossed salad and pecan 
pie bars garnished with 
whipped cream. Following 
lunch, many lined up for flu 
and Covid vaccinations. Stop 
& Shop Pharmacist Mark 
Butera administered the 
inoculations while Volunteer 
First Responder firefighter 
Pat Lombardo checked blood 
pressure.

COA Director Margit 
Mikuski  announced the 
Veterans’ Dinner will be 
Saturday, Nov. 8 at 5 p.m. 
Reservations must be made 
by Saturday, Nov. 1 by call-
ing 413-848-4279 exr. 400. 
Leave name and number of 
people attending.

Council on Aging celebrate October birthdays, 
hold luncheon and vaccination clinic

BLANDFORD – There 
will be hundreds of  No 
Kings rallies across the 
United States this Saturday. 
There will be one sponsored 
by the town’s Democratic 
To w n  C o m m i t t e e  o n 
Saturday, Oct. 18 from 9-10 
a.m. 

Interested people should 
meet Massachusetts Turnpike 
I-90 overpass on North Street 
Park at the Gore Road inter-
section or along the service 
road for the Westbound 
Service Center. They may 
bring a sign or come help 
hold the two large banners.

Everyone is welcome to 
join in a rally for democracy 
in Blandford. Past generations 
in Western Massachusetts 
stood up against a king prior 
to the American Revolution. 

Many people across 
America are saying “no 
kings” on Oct. 18.

No kings rally set for Saturday

Multiple spacious kennels, all five by ten foot areas, offer room for bigger animals or members of 
the same family. Turley Publications photos by Mary Kronholm

Chelsea and Marshall Prokop with Moose are shown outside the 
kennel barn. Behind them will be a much larger enclosed area so 
dogs can have free off-lead time.

Milton Kidder  was one of two 
birthday honorees at Friday’s 
Council on Aging luncheon.

There was a crowd at Friday’s Council on Aging luncheon.    Turley Publications photos by Mary Kronholm

Sunset Kennels
BLANDFORD, MA

LOCATED IN THE PEACEFUL COUNTRYSIDE

Like A Vacation For Your Dog!
We offer a warm, safe, and friendly environment while you are away. 

With miles of winding trails for plenty of time outside, 
we have created the ultimate space for your pet!

We’d like to welcome former Wintergreen Kennels customers
to come check us out!

CALL/TEXT MARSHALL
(413) 271-0555SUNSETKENNELSMA

SUNSETKENNELS
SUNSETKENNELSMA@GMAIL.COM

Or scan to download 
our free booking app!

  C A L L / T E X T  M A R S H A L L  
 ( 4 1 3 )  2 7 1  0 5 5 5

Like a vacation for your dog!
We offer a warm, safe, and friendly environment while you are

away. With miles of winding trails for plenty of time outside, we
have created the ultimate space for your pet!

We’d like to welcome former Wintergreen Kennels customers
to come check us out!

L O C A T E D  I N  T H E  P E A C E F U L  C O U N T R Y S I D E

SUNSETKENNELSMA

SUNSETKENNELS

SUNSETKENNELSMA@GMAIL.COM

Or scan below to download our free booking app!

DOG LODGING

Stop & Shop Pharmacist Mart Butera administers inoculations 
Friday following the Council on Aging luncheon.

Bert Pease was one of two 
birthday honorees at Friday’s 
Council on Aging luncheon.

FIVE ISLANDS
Georgetown, Maine
2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom

Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

• Walk to Five Islands Wharf and 
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
• Close to Reid State Park

$1200/week
207-607-9333
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on the development of solar 
energy to reduce dependence 
on fossil fuels and the poten-
tial availability of large areas 
of open space in the town, it 
is anticipated that applica-
tions to site large scale solar 
facilities in the town will 
continue unabated.  

The unexpected high 
demand has demonstrat-
ed the potential for rapid-
ly changing the face of the 
town, thereby raising novel 
legal, planning, and eco-
nomic issues and creating an 
urgent need to regulate the 
use.”  

For those reasons, the 
draft includes information 
that applies to adopting new 
zoning bylaws for both solar 

installations and battery 
energy storage systems.

The upshot of the con-
versation with the Select 
Board was, as Reich said, 
“The sooner this gets done, 
the more effective…”

Referencing the newly 
formed Energy Projects 
Siting Committee, Eichman 
suggested considering lim-
iting the size of the zoning 
district, negative impacts and 
anu unexpected impacts. 

It’s important, accord-
ing to Eichman, and there 
are “a lot of facets” and said, 
“think of the outcome.”

T h e  b o a r d  h e a r d 
Historical Society Chips 
Norcross bring updates on 
the town owned Historical 

S o c i e t y  B u i l d i n g  a n d 
upcoming events.

Gateway 
school district

T h e  n ew  G a t ew a y 
R e g i o n a l  S c h o o l 
Superintendent  Melissa 
Matarazzo introduced her-
self to the board along 
with new Human Resource 
Director Stacy Steward, for-
merly administrative assis-
tant to the superintendent 
and the now School Business 
Administrator Amy Mason.

Town Administrator 
Town Administrator 

Cristina Ferrera brought 
several items to the board’s 
attention. Candidates have 

been selected for interviews 
for the assistant treasurer/
collector position and that 
effort is moving forward.

Weston and Sampson 
quoted just over $14,000 to 
begin work on a feasibility 
study on new property possi-
bly for location of a new fire 
station on North Blandford 
Road currently owned by 
Belle Fleur, parcel 7.2. A 
new study is estimated at 
$120,000 plus additional 
costs. The board approved 
the $14,200 to begin the pro-
cess.

Bryan Denegal cleared 
all  the sumac from the 
Post Office area behind 
Bicentennial Park. 

New assistant in the 

Assessor’s office Michaela 
S m i t h  a n d  C o l l e c t o r /
Treasure r  Sara  Hunte r 
informed Ferrera that more 
hours are necessary for that 
position. At one time it did 
carry more hours, but the 
backlog of work require 
more than the eight to ten 
hours a week currently.

Board member Jackie 
Coury said, “If we need 
more hours to get things 
done, we need to do it”

This would require a 
town meeting vote.

Other business
The next all department 

meeting date is Monday, 
Oct. 27; the November date 
has yet to be set but will 

focus on capital expenditure 
items for departments.

Coury asked if Veterans’ 
Agent Joe Henning could 
come to the board and pro-
vide an update on services.

RRG applied for the 
outsourcing post for the 
Board of Assessors as a 
result of a Request for 
Proposal; a contract has 
been sent to Town Counsel 
for review; $44,000 for fiscal 
year 2026; $45,000 for fiscal 
year 2027 and $46,000 for 
fiscal year 2028.

There will be logging 
done at 32 Nye Brook Road 
on 151.5 acres, the former 
Taudel home.

The town audit was 
“great” according to Ferrera.

BOARD	 from page 1

soldiers.  So even though 
black men represented a 
small percent of the over-
all force of the  Continental 
Army,  because their length 
of service was so much lon-
ger,  their  overall  contribu-
tion is much larger than their 
numbers might suggest.

Standing at the base 
of Jethro Jones Road, Hull 
said that Jones  lived there 
after the Revolution until 
his death in 1828 at age 95 
and  he received a military 
pension.   Jones and his wife 
and other family members 
are  believed to be  buried in 
a small  burial ground on the 
road. 

Perhaps because of the 
uncertainty surrounding his 
burial location, Jones’s mil-
itary service went unnoticed 
for many years. Unlike other 
Revolutionary War veterans, 
he never received a marker 
or a flag. But that has now 
changed. Because of the 
work of Blandford residents 
who sought to bring recog-
nition to Jones, including 
the late Blandford selectman 
Donald Shepard, whose sons 
Lance of New Hampshire 
and Rylan with his daughter 
Livia, were also attending, 
the late Blandford historian 
Doris Hayden and her daugh-
ter Jean York, and the efforts 
of various community groups 
over the years, including 
the Blandford Venture Crew 
and the Hilltown Hikers,  as 
well as  the research of 
Jocelyn Jones Arnold and the 
Sheffield Historical Society, 
the story of Jethro Jones has 
come to light.  

Hull then introduced 
Jocelyn Jones Arnold, the 
fourth great-granddaughter 
of Jethro Jones and a mem-
ber of the Independence 
Hall Chapter of the NSDAR 
in Philadelphia. She cited 
the family’s ancestry and 
descendants, many of whom 
attended the dedication. In 
her words resonated with 
the crowd, “Standing here 
in Blandford today, I am 
filled with emotion  pride, 
awe, and a deep sense of 
connection. This place, 
this soil, carries the story 
of a man whose courage 
and craftsmanship helped 
shape a nation my fourth 
great-grandfather, Jethro 
Jones.”

“Jethro was a free Black 
man living in a time when 
freedom itself was frag-
ile and uncertain. He was a 
master toolmaker, a man of 
remarkable skill and quiet 
strength, who chose to fight 
for a country that had not 
yet chosen him. He served in 
the Continental Army during 
the American Revolution 
answering the same call to 
liberty as the men whose 
names we know so well and 
yet, for centuries, his name 
was lost to history. But his-
tory has a way of whisper-
ing back to those who listen. 
Before 2020 I never knew of 
Jethro’s existence”

Her words, in part, fol-
low: “Today I stand here as 
a living testament to Jethro 
Jones’ legacy and I do not 
stand here alone. Also pres-
ent are my brother, Laurence 
Jones and my cousins the 
Pipers, who descend from 

Hackaliah and Mercy’s 
daughter, Clarissa Jones and 
her husband James E. Piper. 
They are: Russell Piper and 
his wife Shirley, Hilliard 
and Roslyn Piper, Hazel 
Piper Padrich, Hillary Piper 
Richardson, Evin Richardson 
Moore and Savannah Moore, 
Dee Piper Johnson, Audrey 
Piper Ford, Andrea Piper 
and Akili and Cheyenne 
Nicholson.”

Of Jethro’s seven chil-
dren, two are buried here.

She continued, “When I 
began researching my fam-
ily’s past, I could not have 
imagined that it would lead 
me here to Blandford to a 
Revolutionary War patriot 
whose story had been bur-
ied by time.” I remember the 
moment I first saw his name 
in a military record. My heart 
caught in my throat. “This 
can’t be true” I thought. “Am 
I really part of you?” In dis-
covering him, I discovered 
myself. To uncover Jethro’s 
story was to uncover a part 
of America’s story one that 
tells us that Black men and 
women were not just wit-
nesses to the Revolution, 
they were builders of it. 
They fought, they labored, 
they dreamed even when the 
promise of freedom was not 
extended to them.

Yo u  h e a r d  a b o u t 
Jethro’s service in both the 
French Indian War and the 
Revolutionary War. During 
the Revolution he fought at 
the Battles of Saratoga and 
Monmouth and trained at 
Valley Forge. More infor-
mation about his time in 
the war as reflected by Col 
Timothy Bigelow lead-
er of the 15th Regiment in 
his Reminiscences of the 
Military Life and Sufferings 
of Col. Timothy Bigelow. 
His regiment was the last to 
quit the field at the Battle of 
Monmouth, only one of the 
battles where Jones served.

Continuing her words, 
she said, “Today, as we ded-
icate this marker, we are 
not only honoring Jethro’s 
service, we are restoring 
his rightful place in our 
shared American narrative. 
This marker is a voice for 
the silenced, a light for the 
forgotten. It stands as a tes-

tament to what endurance, 
faith, and dignity can build 
— even in the face of invis-
ibility.”

“I often think about 
what Jethro might have 
dreamed as he looked toward 
the future — whether he 
could have imagined that, 
nearly 250 years later, his 
descendants would return 
here, some still bearing his 
name, to speak his name 
aloud, surrounded by people 
gathered to honor him. I like 
to believe that somewhere, 
he knew. That he trusted his 
story would one day be told.”

“So today, we remem-
ber.

We honor his hands, his 
heart, his hope. We honor all 
those who, like him, helped 
build this country stone by 
stone, name by name, even 
when history forgot to write 
them down. 

May this marker in 
Blandford stand not just as 
a memorial, but as a living 
reminder — that freedom 
was a collective creation. 
That liberty was fought for 
by people of every race and 
circumstance. And that our 
work, as descendants and 
as citizens, is to keep tell-
ing the whole story…your 
name lives again. Dignity 
and honor has been restored 
to your family home and 

resting ground. Your ser-
vice is known. Your legacy 
endures. Even as your fam-
ily, we are still here, we’re 
still Black and we are still 
fighting for full freedom and 
the American Dream.”

At the conclusion of her 
remarks, Honorary Chapter 
Recent ,  Mercy  Warren 
Chapter NSCAR Samantha 
Seamans-Frizzell read Maya 
Angelou’s poem, When 
Great Trees Fall.

Then Jocelyn Jones 
Arnold, Dee Williams and 
Hillary Piper Richardson 
untied the ribbon to remove 
the covering of the marker 
and a wreath was placed at 
its foot.

T h e  H e n r y  K n o x 
Regimental Color Guard of 
the Massachusetts Sons of 
the American Revolution 
performed a gun salute, 
escorted to their location by 
members of the Westfield 
Amer ican  Legion  Pos t 
124. Jonathon Guido from 
Westfield played Taps fol-
lowed by a prayer from 
Mercy Warren Chapter 
NSDAR Chaplain Barbara 
Dennis and closing remarks 
by Superneau.

JETHRO JONES	 from page 1

BLANDFORD

UNSUNG HERO OF
JETHRO’S STORY

Quasheba, Quasheba
You’re free now, you’re free now

How does your spirit fly?
Blood of your blood
Bone of your bone

By the grace of your strength we have life
You were forgotten, almost forsaken
Your children founded generations

Your strength sustained them
They won their freedom

Traced their roots to find you waiting
Quasheba, Quasheba

You’re free now, you’re free now
How far your spirit’s flown

Blood of your blood
Bone of your bone

By the grace of your strength we are home

– Allison Russell and Native Daughters

Members of the Henry Knox Regimental Color Guard, 
Massachusetts Sons of the American Revolution fire a musket 
salute. They are from left Ray Ellsworth of Becket, George 
Podmore of Chicopee and  giving the order to fire, Andrew Taylor 
of Pittsfield.

Laying the wreath at Jethro Jones Historic Marker Dedication is Edward Jones as Jocelyn Jones 
Arnold, Dee Piper Johnson, Hillary Piper Richardson and Akili Nicholson look on

Jonathan Guido of Westfield 
played “Taps.”

Mercy Warren Chapter National 
Society Daughters of the 
American Revolution Regent 
Margaret Superneau spoke at 
the unveiling.

Dee Piper Richardson has the honor of unveiling the marker.
Turley publications photos by Mary Kronholm
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lb
$222

$199
lb

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION  

USDA INSP. FROZEN BONE-IN
CENTER CUT
PORK LOIN CHOPS .................

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

SALE DATES: SALE DATES: 
10/9/25-10/15/2510/9/25-10/15/25

USDA INSP. FRESH

WHOLE CHICKEN TWIN PAK ..............

USDA INSP. FROZEN FISH

COD FILLETS .....................................USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

USDA INSP. FROZEN LAMB WESTERN

GOURMET BREADED
ONION RINGS 2 LB BOX ...................

PRICES IN  RED
ARE AT OR BELOW

 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

$699
lb

USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN THIGHS 10 LB BAG ............

$144
USDA INSP. FROZEN
BONELESS & SKINLESS

CHICKEN TENDERLOIN TRAY PAK ...

5 LB 5 LB 
BAGBAG$529

lb

DIET LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

ea
$444

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

TAILGATE SPECIALS

$249
lb

lb

$399USDA INSP. 
ROAST BEEF ..........................
USDA INSP. 
PROVOLONE CHEESE ..........

 SLICED IN OUR DELI 
$699

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN 
SMOKED SHOULDER PICNIC 

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS
CENTER-CUT
PORK LOIN CUT FREE ..............

USDA INSP. STORE MADE BONELESS
ITALIAN MARINATED

CHICKEN BREAST ......................
USDA INSP. STORE MADE BONELESS
KOREAN BBQ MARINATED

PORK BUTT STRIPS .................. lb

lb
$399

$335

lb
$119

$133

lb

BEEF CHUCK 
ROAST or STEAK

BEEF
TENDERLOIN

lb

CUT 
FREE

$699
lb

$1199
lb

Historical 
Society 
presents
cemetery 
tour

C H E S T E R  –  T h e 
Chester Historical Society 
will present a tour of the Pine 
Hill Cemetery on Route 20 
on Saturday Oct. 25 at 2 p.m.  

Participants should drive 
into the cemetery where they 
will be directed to parking. 
The tour will visit the graves 
of people involved in the 
emery and granite industries 
as well as some of the graves 
of Irish, Italian and Finnish 
immigrants to Chester.

There will be minimal 
walking, but some of it will 
be on uneven ground. The 
Chester History Museum 
will be open after the ceme-
tery tour, either for touring or 
simply for the bathroom.

C H E S T E R  –  T h e 
Western  Massachuse t t s 
Hilltown Hikers will hold 
a group hike to Whistlers 
Cathedrals and the Keystone 
Arch bridges on Sunday, Oct. 
26 at 1 p.m.

Pa r k i n g  i s  a t  3 2 5 
Middlefield Road Chester, 
but hikers will  carpool 
from parking at Chester 
Elementary School.

The hike is a moder-
ate five miles in and back, 
ups and downs, rocks, roots 
and dirt. Carpool is required 
from the Chester Elementary 
School due to lack of parking 
at the trailhead. Carpool will 
start at 12:15 p.m. from the 
school parking lot.

Construction of  the 
150-mile railroad was com-
pleted by 3,000 laborers 
in an incredible two and a 
half years, opening in 1841. 
There will be a historic nar-
rative by Dave Pierce. He 
tells of the history of the 
arch’s creation, the first clus-

ter of stone arch railroad 
bridges built in America, 
located on the West Branch 
of the Westfield River. 

Participants will learn 
how the stone bridges were 
built, visit a quarry and the 
massive “cut.” They will get 
u[ close to all of the stone 
bridges on the trail including 
the footpaths over and under 
the dry laid stone bridges. 

An optional hike to 
the Gator Arch will fol-
low. The Chester Railway 
Station Museum will be open 
after the hike located at 10 
Prospect St., a national his-
toric landmark along with the 
65 and 70 foot bridges.

The group will hike 
rain or shine. Registration 
is required. People should 
register per car load by visit-
ing   https://westernmasshill-
t ow n h i k e r s . t i c k e t l e a p .
com. Maps and bottled water 
are provided. Well behaved 
dogs are allowed. The event 
is volunteer lead. Suggested 

donation is $15.  
More details are avail-

able by   www.hilltownhik-
ers.com .  They may call/text 
413-3020312 or email   west-
ernmasshilltownhikers@aol.
com if they have any ques-
tions.  As always be prepared 
for rocks, mud and roots and 
bring trekking poles.

For those who want to 
hike every weekend year-
round they may become a 
Hilltown Hiker Member! Get 
a cce s s  t o  ou r  p r iva t e 
Messenger Group Text with 
hike and event announce-
ments that  are member 
exclusive events.  They can 
sign up by visiting www.
HilltownHikers.com. 

People may follow them 
on Facebook, Instagram, 
and YouTube. Tees, hoodies, 
hats, patches and bags will 
be for sale by donation at the 
event.   People may see all 
their events, maps, blog and 
photos by visiting  www.hill-
townhikers.com.

Hilltown Hikers host group hike
CHESTER

C H E S T E R  –  T h e 
Counci l  on Aging,  15 
Middlefield Road, basement 
of Town Hall, list upcoming 
events. 

On Friday, Oct. 21 
starting at 8:30 a.m. is hair 
cutting day. Appointments 
are in 45-minute blocks.

Cost is $10 for men and 
$15 for women. 

This new service will 
now take place every third 
Tuesday of the month. 
People should call 413-354-
7735 to reserve a spot.

On Tuesday, Oct. 25
Town Halloween Trunk 

or Treat celebration begins 
at 5 p.m. at Emery Park. 

The COA is sponsoring 
the costume contest with 

cash prizes plus face paint-
ing for the children.

Ongo ing  p rograms 
include foot clinic on sec-
ond Tuesday of every month 
(call to reserve a spot) and

Tech Help drop ins on 
second Wednesday of every 
month. For more details or 
to sign up, people may call 
413-354-7735.

COA announces news, events

The Abbott-Leikam Memorial is at the entrance to the Pine Hill 
Cemetery in Chester. Submitted Photo

One of the Keystone arch bridges the hikers will explore.	 Submitted photo

WILLIAMSBURG

WILLIAMSBURG –
The Trustees of Reservations 
hosted a celebration of the 
state awarding the town of 
Williamsburg a Municipal 
Vulnerability Preparedness 
grant for $1,194,255 toward 
local flood resilience and 
the restoration of the former 
Beaver Brook golf course. 

The Trustees acquired 
the 260 acres of land this 
summer. A press event 
recently at Beaver Brook 
with Lieutenant Governor 
Kim Driscoll, Undersecretary 
Katherine Antos, Senator 
Paul Mark, Representative 
L i n d s e y  S a b a d o s a , 
W i l l i a m s b u r g  To w n 
Administrator Nick Caccamo 
and Trustees President and 

CEO Katie Theoharides for-
mally announced the MVP 
grant for Beaver Brook and 
other projects across the 
state.

The MVP funding was 
part of a $28.7 million pool 
of grants awarded to 54 
Massachusetts communities 
to prepare for increasingly 
extreme weather, including 
heat waves, flooding, wild-
fires and storms. The fund-
ing supports on the ground 
improvements such as pro-
tecting wetlands that reduce 
flooding in neighborhoods, 
which is an important part 
of the restoration work The 
Trustees will do at Beaver 
Brook.

“The MVP program is 

focused on building resilien-
cy to climate change, but at 
its core, it is about building 
the communities of tomor-
row - places that support 
people, the environment, 
and local economies,” said 
Theoharides. “We are grate-
ful to the Healey-Driscoll 
administration for their com-
mitment to climate resil-
iency through MVP and 
proud to partner with the 
Town of Williamsburg and 
the Hilltown Land Trust to 
rewild the former golf course 
at Beaver Brook to become a 
publicly accessible commu-
nity park that will hold and 
absorb flood water, support 
critical habitat connectivity 
for plants and wildlife, and 
provide outdoor access for 
everyone, forever to this spe-
cial landscape in Western 
Massachusetts.”

The  MVP fund ing 
will address three differ-
ent needs for the project. 
First, $850,000 will be used 
to transfer a conservation 
restriction on the property 
to the town of Williamsburg. 
Approximately $35,000 
will be used to do planning 
work for the ecological res-
toration and the remaining 
$65,000 will be earmarked 
for the Hilltown Community 

Development Corporation to 
do a housing feasibility anal-
ysis for a small portion of the 
property.

The MVP grant is the 
latest in a string of positive 
developments for Beaver 
Brook, said Wendy Ferris, 
The Trustees’ vice president 
for the Central and Valley 
region. Ferris added that 
some work has started on the 
property this summer, includ-
ing cleaning out buildings, 
weed trimming and con-
trol of invasive plants with 
50 Trustees’ staff from all 
over the state pitching in to 
complete the tasks. A Smith 
College student collected oral 
history interviews with local 
residents this summer about 
the history of farming on 
the property before it was a 
golf course, along with deed 
research and historic pho-
tographs. The Trustees also 
recently acquired a 10.8-acre 
inholding that features a bea-
ver pond and trail connec-
tions, which brings the total 
acreage of the property to 
260 acres.

“Over the summer we 
also worked with state agen-
cy and other partners to con-
duct wildlife inventories, 
including for those living 
in the brook itself, to better 

understand habitat quali-
ty,” Ferris said. “We’ve also 
been in touch with several 
environmental, educational, 
recreational, and social ser-
vices nonprofits that have 
expressed interest in partner-
ing with us on various proj-
ects and programs.”

Over  the  nex t  s ix 
months, The Trustees will 
be conducting conceptu-
al design and a budget plan 
for renovating the former 
clubhouse into offices for 
its western Massachusetts-
based staff, hiring a consul-
tant to delineate the wetlands 
on the property which will 
help shape trail planning 
and other uses of the prop-
erty, and begin working on 
the restoration planning. 
This fall, Ferris said the 
staff will engage with the 
University of Massachusetts 
A m h e r s t  L a n d s c a p e 
Architecture Department 
about restoration work 
and begin work with the 
University of Massachusetts 
Boston’s Fiske Center for 
Archaeological Research on 
a cultural resources inventory 
of the property.

Ferris said Beaver Brook 
is informally open to visitors 
and that it is consistently vis-
ited by dog walkers on leash, 

plein air painters and jog-
gers.

For more information 
on Beaver Brook, people 
may visit www.thetrust-
ees.org/beaverbrook.

Trustees applaud MVP Grant to town for Beaver Brook
OTIS

OT I S  –  T h e  O t i s 
Historical Commission and 
Otis Preservation Trust pres-
ents musician Sherry Steiner 
on Thursday, Oct. 16 at 7 
p.m. at Otis Town Hall, One 
Main Road. 

This event is in-person 
only. Ms. Steiner will present 
a short musical performance 
followed by a question and 
answer session. Admission 
is free but registration is 
required. Sherry Steiner is a 
piano composer and perform-
er of original, improvisational 
music, described as medita-
tive, soothing and reflective, 
where one may find peace 
within themselves. 

This program is support-
ed in part by a grant from 
the Otis Cultural Council, a 
local agency which is sup-
ported by the Massachusetts 
Cultural Council, an agen-
cy of the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts.

To register to attend this 
event or for more informa-
tion, people may visit either  
ww.otispreservationtrust.com 
or www.townofotisma.com. 
There is no charge to attend 
this event, but pre-registration 
is required. Donations  are 
welcome.

Sherry 
Steiner 
to perform 
Oct. 16

BECKET

BECKET – The Becket 
Athenaeum, 3367 Main St. 
and Becket and Washington 
Community Library, has 
two free tickets available to 
patrons for each performance 
of WAM Theatre’s upcoming 
play “1999.”

One pass is for two 
tickets and is available on a 
first come first serve basis 
per day. The play runs from 

Thursday, Oct. 16 through 
Sunday, Nov. 2 with 2 p.m. 
and 7 p.m. showings at the 
Elayne P. Bernstein Theater, 
Shakespeare and Company, 
Lenox. The play is written by 
Stacey Isom Campnell and 
directed by Genee Coreno. 

People may email info@
bwlibrary.org or call 413-
623-5483 for ticket pass 
information.

Becket Athenaeum has 
ticket passes to ‘1999’

Country JournalCountry Journal
countryjournal@turley.com

283.8393 • countryjournal.turley.com
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CHESTERFIELD

STOCKBRIDGE

C H E S T E R F I E L D  – 
The Chesterfield Planning 
Board will host the second of 
three Master Plan visioning 
and goal setting communi-
ty engagement meetings on 
Thursday, Oct. 23 from 6:30-
8:30 p.m. at the Community 
Center, 400 Main Road.  

Refreshments and child-
care will be provided and, as 
a thank you, a drawing will 
be held for gift cards for two 
lucky citizens. All residents 

are encouraged to attend.
Among the topics of dis-

cussion will be transporta-
tion, small business, preserv-
ing social connectivity and 
housing for the future. These 
topics were some of the pri-
orities chosen by 191 resi-
dents in a recent town survey. 
At the same time, residents 
said they value the town’s 
rural character and natural 
resources and development, 
if it occurs, should be care-

fully done and at a fitting 
scale and design.   

These and other views 
were expressed at the kick-
off meeting in late September 
when two dozen people 
gathered in lively, facilitat-
ed small group conversa-
tions led by Planning Board 
members and staff from the 
Pioneer Valley Planning 
Commission.  

Key questions discussed 
included hopes and con-

cerns when thinking about 
the future of the town, from 
defining elements of rural 
character to preserve for new 
generations to balancing the 
needs for future services or 
tax revenues which can result 
from new development.  

The town’s rural and 
scenic character is well loved 
and renowned. During the 
30 years since the last mas-
ter plan, changes in land 
use have occurred including 

more single-family housing, 
loss of farmland from 20% to 
5%, and loss of wood prod-
uct businesses. Acting Chair 
Sarah Hamilton noted that 
close to 600 acres were for 
sale in town, evidence that 
change is continuing.

Community residents are 
vital to setting priorities and 
planning for the town’s next 
two decades. The Planning 
Board encourages all res-
idents to come out and let 

their voices be heard at this 
meeting and at a third meet-
ing on Wednesday, Nov. 19 
from 6:30-8:30 p.m. where 
they’ll delve into a final set 
of questions

People should look for 
updates and more infor-
mation at Planningboard@
townofchesterfieldma.com, 
the Chesterfield Chatters 
Facebook Group and fliers 
and message boards in town.

Planning Board hosts second Master Plan meeting Oct. 23

S T O C K B R I D G E  – 
Berkshire Art Center invites 
the community to embrace the 
beauty of autumn and cele-
brate creativity during a spe-
cial weekend of workshops on 
Oct. 18-19. 

Featuring photography, 
ceramics, and drawing, this 
weekend offers participants 
the opportunity to make mean-
ingful memories and artwork 
that will last well beyond the 
season.

Spend two hours captur-
ing the brilliance of fall foli-
age during a photography 
workshop on Saturday, Oct. 
18 from 1-3 p.m. led by pro-
fessional photographer Thad 
Kubis at Mass Audubon’s 
Canoe Meadows Wildlife 
Sanctuary in Pittsfield. This 
program will inspire partici-
pants to turn “leaf peeping” 
into an art form.

In a two-day ceramics 
workshop, acclaimed visit-
ing artist Jerilyn Virden will 
guide participants through fun-
damental hand building tech-
niques to create double-walled 
bowls. This transformative 
process turns functional forms 

into sculptural works of art 
on Saturday and Sunday, Oct. 
18-19 from 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

On Saturday, Oct. 18 
from 10 a.m.-4 p.m. join 
dynamic faculty artist Paul 
Chojnowski for a one-
day exploration of creative 
mark-making. Using charcoal, 
ink and unconventional tools, 
participants will experiment 
with techniques that push the 
boundaries of traditional draw-
ing. This is open to all experi-
ence levels.

“With this trio of work-
shops, we’re excited to 
offer something for every-
one-whether you’re looking 
to capture the colors of the 
season, get your hands into 
clay, or explore new approach-
es to drawing,” said Laura 
Thompson, Executive Director 
of Berkshire Art Center.

 Space is limited and early 
registration is encouraged to 
secure a place and ensure these 
classes can run. For more 
information and to register, 
people may visit Upcoming 
Classes at Berkshire Art 
Center website at https://berk-
shireartcenter.org.

BAC offers workshops

Born Locally 
in a family 

setting! 

Hypoallergenic 
 

Melvin Hess 
413-265-6737 

melvinhess93@gmail.com 

89 Worthington Rd 
Huntington, MA 01050 

Couple litters 
to choose 

from 

Born and Raised in Huntington MA.   
Bernedoodle puppies are known for their attachable, loving character.     
Very  Smart  and  easy to train.  They make great therapy dogs and love 

children.  We welcome you to call and set up a time to come visit!  
FREE puppy kisses!  

S TO C K B R I D G E  – 
The Stockbridge Halloween 
parade and pumpkin walk 
will take place on Friday, 
Oct. 24 at 6 p.m. for area 
children. 

Marchers will meet at 
the corner of Main and Pine 
Streets and march up Main 
Street to the front lawn of 
the Stockbridge Library for 
cider and doughnuts, and 
pumpkin walk about with 
lighted pumpkins carved by 
local businesses and area 
children. The fire truck will 
be stationed for discovery 
and there will be a sheep-
ly petting pen on the front 
lawn. A Halloween story 
time will take place at 6:30 
p.m. and drop-in Halloween 
crafts inside the Stockbridge 
Public Library from 6-7:30 
p.m.

Children and business-

es interested in showcasing 
a Jack-O-Lantern of their 
own, should drop them 
off at the library any time 
before 5:30PM (The library 
staff will light them and 
provide candles). You can 
take them home at the end 
of the evening. 

In case of rain the 
parade is cancelled and 
activities will take place in 
the library. 

These events are spon-
sored by the Stockbridge 
Chamber of Commerce, 
S t o c k b r i d g e  L i b r a r y, 
Stockbridge Police & Fire 
Departments, Stockbridge 
Coffee & Tea, and Prado de 
Lana Sheep.  

For  more informa-
tion, one may contact the 
Stockbridge Chamber of 
Commerce at (413)298-
5200.

Halloween parade and pumpkin walk 
takes place Oct. 24

PLEASE REMEMBER TO
RECYCLE THIS NEWSPAPER
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PITTSFIELD

P I T T S F I E L D  – 
1Berkshire announces the 
arrival of its new Economic 
Recovery Corps fel low, 
Lani Willmar. 

The ERC Fellowship 
i s  a  na t iona l  p rog ram 
run by the International 
Economic Development 
Council thanks to fund-
ing from the United States 
Economic Development 
Administrat ion.  For the 
next year, Willmar will be 
working with the Economic 
D ev e l o p m e n t  t e a m  a t 
1Berkshire ,  in  par tner-
ship with the Berkshire 
Innovation Center, to inject 
additional capacity to assist 
existing and new efforts 

focused on sup-
p o r t i n g  a n d 
accelerating the 
region’s innova-
tion economy. 

1 B e r k s h i r e 
is one of only 64 
hos t  o rgan iza -
tions across the 
country selected 
to host an ERC 
fel low,  making 
i t  an  exc i t i ng 
and rare chance to leverage 
highly skilled and passion-
ate professional capacity for 
regional good.

The ERC Fellowship 
role in the Berkshires is 
focused on four primary 
areas, including: Bridging 

opportunities for 
youth to engage 
significantly in 
ent repreneur ia l 
activities within 
small and inno-
vative business-
es in the region. 
Helping to build 
addit ional  con-
n e c t ive  t i s s u e 
across partners 
a n d  q u a l i f i e d 

referral resource provid-
ers across the four counties 
of Western Massachusetts. 
Identifying and pursuing 
new funding and technical 
assistance opportunities to 
bring into the region to sup-
port current and future busi-

ness success. Sharing the 
authentic narrative of exist-
ing innovative businesses, 
entrepreneurs, and powerful 
stories being written across 
the region’s diverse eco-
nomic landscape. 

W i l l m a r  i s  a 
Vietnamese American entre-
preneur,  who began her 
journey in the Berkshires 
as a QuestBridge Scholar 
for low-income, first-gener-
ation students at Williams 
College.  As the found-
er of Ethos Pathways and 
Ethos  Admiss ions ,  she 
leads two youth-centered 
social  impact  organiza-
tions focused on education 
access, climate justice and 

workforce development.
D r a w i n g  o n  b o t h 

l ived  and  p ro fess iona l 
experience, she strives to 
bridge gaps in education-
al and economic mobility 
for students. She brings a 
decade of expertise building 
cross-sector youth develop-
ment programs along with 
private tech-sector expe-
rience in early stage tal-
ent acquisition and scaled 
hi r ing.  Wil lmar’s  work 
draws from both a glob-
al and local lens includ-
ing her time as a Fulbright 
Scholar in rural Slovakia 
working with beekeepers 
and at an agriculture trade 
school and most recently as 

a member of the Berkshire 
Innovation Center’s Stage 
2 Accelerator. Her work 
is grounded in her lived 
experience and driven by a 
deep commitment to youth 
agency, class solidarity and 
place-based economic resil-
ience.

1 B e r k s h i r e  V i c e 
Pres ident  of  Economic 
Deve lopmen t ,  Dr.  Ben 
Lamb notes “We are ecstat-
ic to have Lani joining our 
team, and based on how 
quickly she has embraced 
this role, we can’t wait 
to see, and share, all the 
high-impact work that she 
collaborates with us on over 
the next 12 months.” 

Lani Willmar becomes ERC fellow at Berkshire1

PUBLIC NOTICES

Country Journal news, 
photo publication policy

As a community newspaper our focus has 
always been local news. While we try very hard to 
run upcoming events as a public service whenever 
space allows, space does not allow us to run an 
upcoming event repeatedly. Our policy is to limit 
publication of upcoming events to one article 
in advance of the event and, space permitting, a 
second brief reminder article the week prior to 
an event, and to run those articles in only one 
section of the paper, and not in multiple sections 
simultaneously.

All such public service announcements 
and photos are subject to space limitations 
and deadlines, therefore publication cannot be 
guaranteed. Whenever copy for the week exceeds 
allotted space, news copy will take priority, and 
public service copy is the first area to be cut. 
We also reserve the right to edit for style and 
space, and are under no obligation to print lists of 
sponsorships, or articles that arrive after deadline, 
unless time and space allows. 

Deadline is Friday at NOON.

GOSHEN

Wellness on Wheels 
bus will be on site

G O S H E N  –  T h e 
H i l l t ow n  C o m m u n i t y 
Development in partner-
ship with the Hilltown 
C o m m u n i t y  H e a l t h 
Center will offer a flu and 
Covid vaccination clin-
ic on Wednesday, Nov. 19 
from 1:30-4:30 p.m. in 
the Goshen Town Hall, 40 
Main St.

People should bring 
their insurance card. There 
is no charge for the vacci-
nations, but people’s insur-
ance will reimburse the ser-
vice provider. No appoint-
ment is required. If people 
would like to pre-register 
for this clinic they may call 

Colleen Kicza at 413-296-
9763 or email ckicza@
hchcweb.org.  There will 
be pediatric, regular and 
high dose flu and Covid is 
Moderna.

During the vaccine 
clinic the Baystate Health 
Wellness on Wheels Bus 
will also be at the Town 
Hall. The WOW Bus offers 
prevention screening for 
high blood pressure and 
diabetes, healthy eating and 
active living education and 
resources, at home blood 
pressure cuffs for eligible 
individuals and resource 
and answer to health ques-
tions. It will be there from 
1:30-4-:30 p.m. in the 
parking lot across from the 
Town Hall, located at 40 
Main St.

Vaccination clinic on Nov. 19

Lani Willmar

Town of Blandford 
Public Hearing Notice

Pursuant MGL, CH. 40A 
Section 9 the Blandford Plan-
ning Board will hold a Public 
Hearing at the Blandford Town 
Office, 1 Russell Stage Road, 
Blandford, MA 01008 at 6:05 
Pm on Thursday, October 30, 
2026.  This hearing is scheduled 
under the following Blandford 
Zoning By-laws Section VIII 
Ground Mounted Large Scale 
Solar Photovoltaic Installations 
and Section XVI, Battery Energy 
Storage Systems.  The hearing is 
to consider the Town’s adopting 
a Temporary Moratorium on 
Large Scale Ground Mounted 
Solar Photovoltaic Installations 
and Battery Energy Storage Sys-
tems.  The moritorium will be in 
effect through May 31st 2026 
or the date on which the Town 

adopts amendments to the Zon-
ing By-laws concerning Large 
Scale Ground Mounted Solar 
Photovoltaic Installations and 
Battery Energy Storage Systems 
whichever occurs earlier.

During the moratorium period, 
the Town Shall undertake a plan-
ning process to study, review, an-
alyze and address what revision 
to the Zoning By-laws relative 
to Large Scale Ground Mounted 
Solar Photovoltaic Installations 
and Battery Energy Storage Sys-
tems are needed or desirable to 
allow for and regulate such use 
consistent with applicable law 
while protecting the Town’s en-
vironmental resources and fur-
thering its planning goals.  Or 
take any other action in relation 
thereto

Any person interested or wish-
ing to be heard should appear at 

the time and place designated.  
If unable to attend please sub-
mit comments, in writing, to the 
Blandford Planning Board at 1 
Russell Stage Road, Blandford, 
MA  01008. Failure to make rec-
ommendations on the matter for 
review shall be deemed lack of 
opposition thereto.  A copy of the 
proposed articles is available for 
review at the Blandford Post Of-
fice and Town Hall.

A copy of Article I:  Tempo-
rary moratorium on the Con-
struction of Large-Scale Ground 
Mounted Solar Photovoltaic 
Installation and Battery Energy 
Storage Systems may be found 
at https://TownofBlandford.com/
planning.

Greg Garfield, Chair
Blandford Planning Board 

10/16, 10/23/2025

The Commonwealth of Massachusetts
Town of Huntington

Office of the Collector
Notice of Tax Taking

TO THE OWNERS OF THE HEREINAFTER DESCRIBED 
LAND AND TO ALL OTHERS CONCERNED YOU ARE HEREBY 
NOTIFIED that on November 10, 2025 at 10 o’clock a.m. at the 
Collector’s Office, City Hall, PO BOX 550, Huntington, MA 01050, 
pursuant to the provisions of General Laws, Chapter 60, Section 53, 
the following described parcel/s of land will BE TAKEN FOR THE 
Town of Huntington for non-payment of taxes due thereon, with the 
interest and all incidental expenses and costs to the date of taking, 
unless the same shall have been paid before that date. 

Sue Fopiano, Collector

Property Location: 	 40 HARLOW CLARK RD 
Assessed Owner(s): 	BRADFORD BUILDERS INC
Tax Bill #: 568 	 Map/Parcel ID: 446 24 0
A parcel of land with any buildings thereon, containing approxi-

mately 170755 square feet of land and being a part of the premises 
recorded at Hampshire County Registry of Deeds in Book 14520 Page 
227

	 2025	 REAL ESTATE TAXES	 708.28
		  WATER/SEWER LIENS	 0.00
		  INTEREST	 77.42	
		  ADDITIONAL CHARGES	 100.00
		  TOTAL AMOUNT DUE	 885.70

-------------------------------------------------------
Property Location: 	 11 MAIN ST
Assessed Owner(s): 	TURTLE BEND PROPERTIES LLC
Tax Bill #: 813 	 Map/Parcel ID: H1 54 0
A parcel of land with any buildings thereon, containing approxi-

mately 6534 square feet of land and being a part of the premises re-
corded at Hampshire County Registry of Deeds in Book 15245 Page 
228

	 2025 	REAL ESTATE TAXES	 1,973.14
		  WATER/SEWER LIENS	 0.00
		  INTEREST	 178.98	
		  ADDITIONAL CHARGES	 100.00
		  TOTAL AMOUNT DUE	 2,252.12

-------------------------------------------------------
Property Location:	 5 MAIN ST
Assessed Owner(s): 	TURTLE BEND PROPERTIES LLC
Tax Bill #: 814 		  Map/Parcel ID: H1 56 0
A parcel of land with any buildings thereon, containing approxi-

mately 4356 square feet of land and being a part of the premises re-
corded at Hampshire County Registry of Deeds in Book 15245 Page 
228

	 2025 	REAL ESTATE TAXES	 1,492.30
		  WATER/SEWER LIENS	 0.00
		  INTEREST	 135.37	
		  ADDITIONAL CHARGES	 100.00
		  TOTAL AMOUNT DUE	 1,727.67

-------------------------------------------------------
Property Location: 	 72 COUNTY RD
Assessed Owner(s): 	HAMLET HOMES LLC
Tax Bill #: 1479  	 Map/Parcel ID: 444 13 B
A parcel of land with any buildings thereon, containing approxi-

mately 224900 square feet of land and being a part of the premises 
recorded at Hampshire County Registry of Deeds in Book 11584 Page 
181

	 2025 	REAL ESTATE TAXES	 4,104.10
		  WATER/SEWER LIENS	 0.00
		  INTEREST	 520.75	
		  ADDITIONAL CHARGES	 100.00
		  TOTAL AMOUNT DUE	 4,724.85

-------------------------------------------------------
Property Location: 	 184 GOSS HILL RD
Assessed Owner(s): 	NATIONAL FARM & FORESTRY LLC
Tax Bill #: 2933  	 Map/Parcel ID: 328 9 D
A parcel of land with any buildings thereon, containing approxi-

mately 732417 square feet of land and being a part of the premises 
recorded at Hampshire County Registry of Deeds in Book 14267 Page 
180

	 2025 	REAL ESTATE TAXES	 16.73
		  WATER/SEWER LIENS	 0.00
		  INTEREST	 1.14	
		  ADDITIONAL CHARGES	 85.00
		  TOTAL AMOUNT DUE	 102.87

-------------------------------------------------------
Property Location: 	 186 GOSS HILL RD
Assessed Owner(s): 	NATIONAL FARM & FORESTRY LLC
Tax Bill #: 2934 		 Map/Parcel ID: 328 9 E
A parcel of land with any buildings thereon, containing approxi-

mately 577344 square feet of land and being a part of the premises 
recorded at Hampshire County Registry of Deeds in Book 14267 Page 
180

	 2025 	REAL ESTATE TAXES	 16.57
		  WATER/SEWER LIENS	 0.00
		  INTEREST	 1.12	
		  ADDITIONAL CHARGES	 85.00
		  TOTAL AMOUNT DUE	 102.69

-------------------------------------------------------
Property Location: 	 188 GOSS HILL RD
Assessed Owner(s): 	NATIONAL FARM & FORESTRY LLC
Tax Bill #: 2935  	 Map/Parcel ID: 328 9 F
A parcel of land with any buildings thereon, containing approxi-

mately 474586 square feet of land and being a part of the premises 
recorded at Hampshire County Registry of Deeds in Book 14267 Page 
180

	 2025 	REAL ESTATE TAXES	 16.46
		  WATER/SEWER LIENS	 0.00
		  INTEREST	 1.12	
		  ADDITIONAL CHARGES	 85.00
		  TOTAL AMOUNT DUE	 102.58

10/16/2025

Please check 
the accuracy of 

your legal notice 
prior to submis-
sion (i.e., date, 
time, spelling).

Also, be sure 
the requested 

publication date 
coincides with 

the purpose of the 
notice, or as the 
law demands.

Thank you.

PITTSFIELD – Flying 
Cloud Institute will lead 
a free, hands-on science 
and art community event 
for students in grades K-8 
and their families at the 
Berkshire Innovation Center 
on Thursday, Oct. 23 from 
5-7 p.m. 

T h i s  i s  t h e  s i x t h 
S c i e n c e ,  Te c h n o l o g y, 
E n g i n e e r i n g ,  A r t ,  a n d 
Math  Cha l l enge  Nigh t 
led  by  FCI ,  wi th  sup-
port from the Berkshire 

STEM Pipeline and the 
BIC. The event coincides 
with Massachusetts eighth 
Annual  STEM Week to 
boost students’ interest in 
STEM fields and is part of 
the MA Lights On After 
School celebration. 

“Flying Cloud Institute 
invites local families to cel-
ebrate creativity and inno-
vation with us. It will be so 
much fun and family mem-
bers can really get into the 
hands-on activities, too,” 

said FCI Executive Director 
Maria Rundle. 

Students and their fam-
ilies will spend the evening 
problem-solving together in 
ways that involve exploring, 
tinkering, and creating. In 
addition to creative science 
and art projects with Flying 
Cloud educators, several 
local experts and organiza-
tions will participate. Staff 
members from Berkshire 
Museum will explore how 
a physics zip line works, 

whi le  BeatNest  School 
demonstrates electro music 
s ta t ions  and  Berksh i re 
Design presents a design 
challenge. 

P a r t i c i p a n t s  w i l l 
explore 3-D scanning and 
printing with Berkshire 
Innovation Center repre-
sentatives and Bottomless 
Bricks will help students 
design and bui ld using 
LEGO e lemen t s .  S t a ff 
from Berkshire Art Center, 
G r e e n a g e r s ,  H a n c o c k 

S h a k e r  Vi l l a g e ,  M a s s 
Audubon and Latinas413 
will also be leading kid-cen-
tered challenge activities.

Complimentary refresh-
men t s  wi l l  be  se rved . 
Families are encouraged to 
register online at flyingclou-
dinstitute.org, but it is not 
required for this free event. 

This event is made pos-
sible thanks to contribu-
tions. Those who want to 
be a community sponsor or 
donate items to the event, 

should call  Amy Truax, 
development manager, at 
413-645-3058 or visit fly-
ingcloudinstitute.org for the 
sign-up form.

Flying Cloud Institute 
inspires young people and 
educators through dynam-
ic experiences with science 
and art that ignite creativ-
ity. FCI offers an array of 
programs in the arts and 
STEAM that serve over 
2,000 youth and local edu-
cators annually.

Flying Cloud Institute offers free science and art event



Country Journal  •  Thursday, October 16, 2025	 page 11

WORTHINGTON

W O R T H I N G T O N 
–  About 150 cars made it 
to the Worthington Rod 
& Gun Club on Saturday 

September 20 for their 
third annual car show. 

The  wea the r  was 
perfect which made the 

day more enjoyable. D.J. 
Gary Francis with the 
Westfield Cruisers was the 
MC.Well over $5,000 was 

raised and donated to the 
Special Operation Warrior 
Foundation, which pro-
vides funding for education 

of children of fallen spe-
cial operation troops. There 
were raffles, vendors, food 
and music

Car show benefits Special Operation Warrior Foundation

WORTHINGTON – The 
chicken barbecue will be 
held on Saturday, Oct.18 at 3 
p.m. at the Worthington Rod 
and Gun Club, 458 Dingle 
Road.

There will be live music 
from Greg Reil of Reil 
Country. 

Tickets are $20 and 
include chicken and all the 
fixings. There will be a 

Chinese raffle and a 50/50 
raffle. 

For tickets, people may 
call Deana 1-413-443-0009. 
The incorrect address was 
given last week.

Chicken barbecue happens Oct. 18
WORTHINGTON –  A 

Special Town Election will 
be held on Saturday, Nov. 8 
with the polls open from 8 
a.m.-noon at the Town Hall.

Early in-person vot-

ing is Monday, Oct. 20 to 
Friday, Nov. 20 from 10 
a.m.-1 p.m. at the Town 
Hall.

People may vote by 
mail by sending an email 

request ASAP to town-
clerk@worthington-ma.us. 
The request should include 
voter name, voter residen-
tial address and mailing 
address. 

Town lists election information

Some of the 150 cars that took part in the third annual car show at Worthington Rod 
& Gun Club.

bles shared by Gilbert in 
her opening remarks was 
growth of the medical prac-
tice and the donation of land 
in the 1960s, a fundrais-
ing concert given by Arlo 
Guthrie in 1975 and becom-
ing a FQCHC in 1976. In 
the 1980s, Huntington lost 
their only physician and the 
Worthington Health Center 
expanded to  serve  the 
southern hilltowns as well. 
Expansion again occurred in 
the 1990s with the formation 
of the School-Based Health 
Center at Gateway Regional 
Middle/High School and the 
opening of a satellite health 
center in Amherst. 

Today, Dr. Purdy said, 
HCHC serves over 9,000 
patients speaking 16 dif-
ferent languages, providing 
31,000 visits a year to peo-
ple living in 160 different 
zip codes. To demonstrate 
that significance, Dr. Purdy 
noted that the entire state of 
Massachusetts has 355 zip 
codes.

The celebration includ-
ed honoring five people with 
Founders Circle Awards. 
Posthumous awards were 
given to the families of Roy 
and Helen McCann, who 
donated land and funds for 
the Worthington Health 
Center’s current site along 
with the Maples Retirement 
Center next door; the fam-
ily of Mary Allison, who 
donated land and funds 
for the construction of the 
Huntington Health Center 
and Steffen Plehn for his 
advocacy on behalf of the 
health center and monetary 
support of the Worthington 
clinic.  Plehn’s niece Eliza 
Lake, former CEO of HCHC, 
accepted Plehn’s award on 
behalf of the family. 

Also posthumously hon-
ored was John P. Musante, 
whose contr ibutions as 
Amherst Town Manager 
were critical in establish-
ing the satellite health cen-
ter that has been named for 
him. Musante’s daughter, 
Rachel, accepted the award 
on his behalf, saying that that 
family had reflected on him 
recently while acknowledg-
ing the ten year anniversary 
of his death. In her speech, 
Rachel said, “I recall fondly 
a regular occurrence at home 
would be him sending an 
email and looking up from 
his phone saying, ‘Rachel we 
got to help people today’ and 
he would explain complex 
challenges the town faced 
with thoughtful clarity and 
consideration to different 
perspectives and pushback. 
Through chaos, he never lost 
sight of the big picture and 
what was truly important.”

Rachel Musante, herself 
working towards a Master’s 

degree in Public Health, con-
cluded her remarks. “Health 
is a human right. Whether 
as a municipal leader, pol-
icymaker, health provider, 
administrator, or community 
member, each of us is called 
to action. We are called to 
build systems and infrastruc-
ture that ensure every per-
son’s basic needs are met and 
to make certain that preven-
tive and life saving care is 
not just available-but truly 
accessible-to all.”

On hand to receive his 
Founder’s Award was Arlo 
Guthrie whose benefit con-
cert in 1975 raised critical 
funding for the construction 
of the Worthington Health 
Center. “After the concert, I 
was in a hospital somewhere 
in Berkshire County. I was 
watching TV for three days. 
On the fourth day the nurse 
came and turned it on. So 
I know about health care,” 
Guthrie quipped to laughter 
from the audience. He went 
on, explaining that each of 
us has health strengths as 
well as challenges that we’ve 
inherited through our fami-
lies. 

“ We  t a ke  c a r e  o f 
each other. That’s what we 
do. There’s a lot of people 
around the country who want 
to end that kind of health 
and that kind of familiarity, 
and make it more difficult to 
pay attention to each other,” 
Guthrie said. “So we do what 
we can. Meanwhile, I’m glad 
you guys are here.”

HCHC also present-
ed three staff members 
with Florence Bates Staff 
Awards, with recipients 
nominated and voted upon 

by the employees. Dr. Alice 
Ruden of the dental depart-
ment received the Florence 
Bates Award for Clinical 
Excellence; Shelley McCleod 
from optometry received the 
Florence Bates Award for 
Clinical Support and Chief 
People and Compliance 
Officer Debbie DiStefano, 
Ph. D. took the Florence 
Bates Spirit Award.

M a s s a c h u s e t t s 
Senator Paul Mark and 
Representat ive Lindsay 
Sabados presented legisla-
tive citations honoring the 
75th Anniversary of Hilltown 
Community Health Centers, 
Inc.

HCHC	 from page 1

Rachel Musante, daughter 
of Founders Circle Honoree 
John P. Musante, accepted the 
award on his behalf.

Senator Paul Mark, CEO Dr. Michael Purdy, and Representative Lindsay Sabadosa with legislative 
citations honoring the 75th anniversary of HCHC.

HCHC Board President Nancy Gilbert introduced Honoree Arlo 
Guthrie, whose 1975 benefit concert in Worthington raised 
substantial funding for the construction of the current Worthington 
Health Center. Turley Publications photos by Wendy Long

This couple poses by their entry in the car show in Worthington last month.
Submitted photos

A car show trophy and medal 
were on display at the car 
show.

MAIL YOUR LISTING INFORMATION TO:
Turley Publications, Attn: Jamie Joslyn, 

24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069
or email* them to: jamie@turley.com
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in the subject line of your email.
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SCHOOLS & YOUTH

Goodwin 
University 
announces 
President’s, 
Dean’s list

EAST HARTFORD, 
CT – Lisa Neveu of 
Blandford earned a spot 
on Goodwin University 
President’s list for the 
summer 2025 session.

Neveu is one of 277 
students to make the 
President’s List, reserved 
for those who demon-
strate exemplary academ-
ic performance. Inclusion 
on the President’s List 
requires a student to earn 
a 4.0 GPA during a given 
academic session.

Abigail Kaczprowicz 
of Westfield made the 
summer 2025 Dean’s list.

By Janine Modestow

WORTHINGTON – On 
Wednesday, Oct. 8, the entire 
R.H. Conwell School went on 
a field trip to the Worthington 
Fire Station in conjunction 
with a Student Awareness of 
Fire Education (FY25 SAFE 
and Senior) grant from the 
Massachusetts Department of 
Fire Safety.  

The day began with three 
lessons in the firehouse, and 
the students rotated through 
with their classroom teach-
ers.  At one spot, Firefighters 
Paul Sena and Joshua Clark 
introduced the kids to E1, a 
fire engine, letting them see 
and experience the materials 
and tools found there.  This 
included climbing into the 
cab, lifting tanks of air, hold-
ing a Halligan tool and seeing 
the Jaws of Life.   

Meanwhile, Firefighter 
Nancy Brown and Police 
Chief John Scobie took the 
students through R1, the res-
cue truck.  Brown showed 
the children the  app that 
rescue personnel use to 
hear about and locate vic-
tims.  Then she walked them 
through the truck, pointing 
out where supplies were kept 
and what they were used 
for.  Outside, Chief Scobie 
explained defibrillators, can-

nulas, and tourniquets in a 
very lively dynamic, giving 
a valuable lesson about what 
to do if someone is bleeding 
heavily.  After this, students 
sat in the truck bay holding 
“yes” and “no” cards.  Their 
teachers acted out various 
scenarios involving danger 
or injury and asked the stu-
dents, “Should I call 9-1-1?”  
Students voted their respons-
es, but sometimes the acting 
was so good that they shout-
ed them out as well!  All the 
acting by the teachers was 
amazing, but Oscar Awards 
went to Betsy Todd and Kim 
Orzechowski who had the 
kids rolling in laughter as 
they reached for their voting 
cards. 

Final ly,  in  the  fi re 
meeting room, Firefighter 
Hayden Cleveland and Chief 
Mike Dondiego led the kids 
through “Don and Doff,” how 
a set of structural firefight-
ing “turn-out” gear (boots, 
pants, hood, coat, helmet, and 
gloves) is put on (“donned”) 
and taken off (“doffed”).  
This lesson showed kids that 
although a firefighter in full 
gear –including breathing 
masks and Self Contained 
Breathing Apparatus (SCBA) 
– might look like an alien 
from another planet, it’s 
really just your neighbor in 

their gear trying to help you 
escape a fire.   

After a morning of learn-
ing, the students (except 
the 6th graders) crossed the 
street for lunch at the Town 
Park.  The 6th graders stayed 
behind to wear and use the 
brush firefighting water cans 
with pump nozzles, spray-
ing beach balls across a field 
into the woods before joining 
everyone else.  

After lunch the fire-
fighting crew joined the 
students again for a variety 
of games centered around 
what they’ve been learning 
during our SAFE encoun-
ters.  One game was called 
“Stop, Drop, (Cover), and 
Roll!”  The student who was 
IT tagged classmates with a 
Post-it note.  Tagged students 
couldn’t re-enter the game 
until they’d dropped to the 
ground and rolled the “flame” 
off their bodies, mimick-
ing the proper behavior for 
putting out a flame on your 
body.  

A n o t h e r  a c t i v i t y –
designed by Chief Dondiego–
was the “Dress Your Teacher” 
relay.  Students, using what 
they’d learned in the morning 
session, ran in a relay to fetch 
Firefighter turn-out gear items 
in the correct order to dress 
their teachers as firefighters.  

The third activity was a 
hose rolling race.  In pairs or 
small groups, students rolled 
out 50-feet worth of hose and 
then rolled it back up again.  
One group of 5th and 6th 
graders was exceptionally 
talented at this–future fire-
fighters?

Then a l l  the  lower 
grades sat on the pond’s 
hillside and watched as the 
6th graders, guided by Sena 
and Clark, tried to keep a 
plastic gator in the middle 
of the pond using the hoses 
from the brush truck.  Sadly, 
the windy weather did not 

cooperate, and the gator kept 
escaping to the far end of the 
pond.  Luckily, Firefighter 
Cleve land–amid  chants 
of  “Hayden! Hayden!”-
-bravely rescued the gator 
from the pond several times, 
sending him back to be bom-
barded by water once again.  
After a day of activities, 
Principal Gretchen Morse-
Dobocz remarked, “The 
chief and firefighters did an 
amazing job of guiding the 
kids through several “hands-
on” lessons that “hooked” 
all of the students through-
out the day!”

The day finally ended 
with a raffle drawn by Chief 
Dondiego from the names 
of the schoolchildren pro-
vided by Principal Gretchen 
Morse-Dobocz.  The prize?  
A ride to school in a fire 
truck!  This was won by 
Ava Santoni  in  second 
grade. 

Morse-Dobocz reflect-
ed on the day, saying, “We 
had a terrific day at the 
Worthington Fire Station!  
Students were so engaged 
and excited to learn about 
all things related to the first 
responders in Worthington.”  

R.H. Comwell students enjoy fire station field trip

HOLYOKE – Visitors 
to Holyoke Community 
College on Friday, Oct. 24 
from 5-7 p.m. can expect to 
see witches, ghouls, ghosts 
and an assortment of charac-
ters from popular children’s 
movies, games, books and 
TV shows as the college cel-
ebrates Halloween with its 
eighth annual Trunk or Treat 
event.  

Every year, the event 
draws thousands of children 
and their parents to the HCC 
campus for a fun, safe, and 
early Halloween celebration 
as dozens of HCC depart-
ments, programs and student 
clubs, as well as community 
groups and area businesses, 
decorate their cars and trucks 
with a wide assortment of 
themes.  

Trunk or Treat is held 
in Parking Lot M by the 
Bartley Center for Athletics 
and Recrea t ion  on  the 
main HCC campus, 303 
Homestead Ave.

Last year’s trunk themes 
included Charlotte’s Web, 
the Wizard of Oz, Minions, 
mummies, Dr. Seuss, pirates, 
enchanted forest, haunted vet 
clinic, aliens, Ratatouille, 
monsters, Jurassic Park, 
Shrek,  the zoo,  STEM, 
Fairly Odd Parents, castles, 

Wednesday Adams, spiders, 
skeletons, scarecrows, witch-
es, sharks and the Justice 
League.

In the past, trunk spon-
sors from HCC have includ-
ed the Early Education pro-
gram, Student Engagement, 
Veter inary  and Animal 
Science, Dance Club, ASL 
Club, Japanese Anime Club, 
C.A.M.O. (military club), 
Radiologic Technology, El 
Centro, Student Records, 
Early Childhood Grants 
Initiative, Culinary Club, 
B u s i n e s s  d e p a r t m e n t , 
President’s Cabinet, Disney 
Club, Nursing program, 
S tudent  Senate ,  STEM 
Club, Latinx Empowerment 
Association, Psychology 
Club, Radio Club, Animation 
Club,  and Dungeons & 
Dragons Club.

Community groups and 
businesses sponsoring vehi-
cles last year included Jan’s 
Flowers, the Girl Scouts of 
America, Holyoke Chicopee 
Springfield Head Start, Elms 
College Teachers Lounge, 
Holyoke High School North 
Campus, Western MA Furs, 
Agawam Bowmen Club, and 
Holyoke High School Class 
of 2025.

Prizes are awarded to 
vehicle sponsors in various 

categories including best 
executed theme, scariest 
trunk, best costumes, and 
most original. Each vehi-
cle will be handing out free 
Halloween treats and also 
have non-food items for chil-
dren with dietary restrictions.

Trunk or Treat at HCC 
started in 2017 as a safe, fun, 

and early alternative to tra-
ditional trick-or-treating on 
Halloween night. Rather than 
going door to door seeking 
Halloween treats, children 
go “trunk to trunk” to collect 
their candy, visiting cars dec-
orated with seasonal themes 
and familiar stories and char-
acters.

The event is free and 
open to the public and will 
be held outdoors, rain or 
shine. Children must be 
accompanied by an adult.

To sponsor a vehicle, 
people may email Student 
Engagement at studenten-
gagement@hcc.edu. The 
deadline is Monday, Oct. 20.

Holyoke Community College holds ‘Trunk or Treat’ returns

The HCC Trunk or Treat event will return this year.	 Submitted photo

Firefighter Joshua Clark explains equipment to Harlan Sampson 
and Max Ricci.Police Chief Scobie shows second and third graders a defibrillator.Teachers Todd and Orzechowski act out a possible 9-1-1 scenario.

Firefighter Paul Sena takes a class around E1.	 Photos by  Gretchen Morse-Dobocz 
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 CLUES ACROSS
  1. Martial arts in China
  6. The butt of jokes
 12. Nevertheless
 16. Sportscaster Michaels
 17. A firm believer
 18. Atomic #18
 19. One’s bestie
 20. Of I
 21. Hamburger accessory
 22. Thus
 23. Partner to Pa
 24. Scottish tax
 26. Cuts away
 28. Require
 30. Government lawyer
 31. Own (Scottish)
 32. Body cavity
 34. Brew
 35. Young woman (French)
 37. Platforms
 39. Pair of points in 

mathematics
 40. Attack suddenly

 41. Aviators
 43. Make perfect
 44. Yearly tonnage (abbr.)
 45. Neither
 47. The center of a city
 48. Sacrifice hit in baseball
 50. Singer Redding
 52. Dragged forcibly
 54. Puncture with a knife
 56. Belonging to me
 57. Expresses surprise
 59. Haul
 60. The Golden State
 61. Biblical Sumerian city
 62. Integrated circuit
 63. Opposed to certain 

principles
 66. Sodium
 67. Qualities
 70. Walk
 71. It awaits us all

CLUES DOWN
  1. Ate quickly

  2. Peyton Manning’s  
alma mater

  3. Moves through  
water

  4. Run away from
  5. Utah resident
  6. Natural objects
  7. Children’s game
  8. Obligation to prove
  9. Ancient Greek building  

for performances
 10. Soldier
 11. Decorated
 12. Catches
 13. Russell __, author
 14. Speak indistinctly
 15. Students get them
 25. Japanese warrior
 26. Dessert
 27. Doleful
 29. Most cushy
 31. Moon crater
 33. Small evergreen  

Arabian tree

 36. Something  
fugitives are “on”

 38. 007’s creator
 39. Paintings on hinged 

panels
 41. Type of bomb
 42. Japanese classical 

theater
 43. U.S. gov’t department
 46. Flightless bird
 47. One who cuts wood or 

stone
 49. Buttock and thigh 

together
 51. A way to gather
 53. Body part
 54. Argentinian city
 55. Undergarments
 58. Jai __, sport
 60. Container for shipping
 64. Type of screen
 65. Get free of
 68. Indicates position
 69. Business department

an
sw

er
s

THIS WEEK’S HOROSCOPES

NATIONALLY ADVERTISED MERCHANDISE FOR ALL MAKES & MODELSWESTFIELD
AUTO PARTS INC

AUTO PARTS 
& SUPPLIES

WHOLESALE   RETAIL

Dial 568-8944 or 568-1611  FAX # 568-1554

★ Complete Auto Machine Shop Service   ★ Engine Rebuilding Of All Kinds
★ Authorized Caterpillar Hydraulic Hose Dealer   ★ Hydraulic Hoses

Call “DALE”      8-12 BIRGE AVE., WESTFIELD

Now stocking 
Car Quest 

Filters made 
by WIX,

Amalie Oil,
Bailing Twine 

&
Tractor Parts

Fun By The 
Numbers
Like puzzles? 
Then you’ll love 
sudoku. This 
mind-bending 
puzzle will have 
you hooked from 
the moment you 
square off, so 
sharpen your 
pencil and put 
your sudoku 
savvy to the test!

ARIES
Mar 21/Apr 20
You are seeing things 
more clearly. Conver-
sations that felt stuck 
a little while ago are 
now moving along more 
smoothly.  A bold deci-
sion comes up midweek.

TAURUS
Apr 21/May 21
Taurus, you are craving 
stability, both financial-
ly and emotionally. Use 
midweek to reevaluate 
your spending or a re-
lationship that may be 
ready to be taken to the 
next level. 

GEMINI
May 22/Jun 21
Gemini, you are in your 
element this week. 
Communication flows 
easily, especially by 
Thursday. A short trip or 
spontaneous plan could 
spark something bigger 
than expected. 

CANCER
Jun 22/Jul 22
Cancer, a quieter energy 
surrounds you right now. 
You are being called to 
pause and reflect. It’s a 
good time to tend to your 
emotional needs and re-
flect on what’s ahead. 

LEO
Jul 23/Aug 23
The spotlight is on you 
right now and you are 
glowing, Leo. You may 
attract attention and 
admiration without even 
putting in extra effort. 
Use this week to push 
forward on personal 
goals. 

VIRGO
Aug 24/Sept 22
This week is all about 
you, Virgo. Focus on per-
sonal goals and self-im-
provement. Set strong 
goals for the year ahead.

LIBRA
Sept 23/Oct 23
Libra, this is a great week 
to get things done. You’re 
focused, detail-orient-
ed and motivated. Use 
every burst of energy to 
sort through the clutter in 
your life.

SCORPIO
Oct 24/Nov 22
Scorpio, your social life 
is buzzing right now, but 
don’t lose sight of bigger 
goals. A fresh connection 
or idea could lead to a 
long-term opportunity if 
you stay focused.

SAGITTARIUS 
Nov 23/Dec 21
You may feel pushed to 
take a risk or explore new 
ideas this week, Sagittar-
ius. Trust your curiosity to 
take you where you need 
to be to find satisfaction. 

CAPRICORN
Dec 22/Jan 20
Even if no one sees you 
doing all of the hard 
work, you know how 
much effort you have 
been putting in. The 
effort will pay off soon 
enough when results are 
there for all to see.

AQUARIUS
Jan 21/Feb 18
This week asks you to 
look at how you are 
showing up and helping 
others, Aquarius. An old 
friend or partner resur-
faces and a current con-
nection could deepen.

PISCES
Feb 19/Mar 20
Your mind-body connec-
tion is strong this week, 
Pisces. If you have been 
ignoring rest or intuition, 
now is the time to focus 
on your priorities again.

Turley Publications offers two types of 
obituaries.

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral 
date and place.

The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $275, 
which allows families to publish extended death 
notice information of their own choice and may 
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be submitted through a 
funeral home to: obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.

Obituary Policy
Country Journal

DEATH NOTICE

J a n e  E . 
Tes l a ,  81 ,  o f 
Wo r t h i n g t o n , 
died peaceful-
ly in her sleep 
on Wednesday, 
Oct. 8, 2025 at 
Bellamy Fields 
Assisted Living 
in Dover, New 
H a m p s h i r e 
from Alzheimer’s Disease. 
S h e  w a s  t h e  d a u g h -
ter of the late John and 
Annie  (Bur ton)  Snook 
o f  B a r n s t e a d ,  N e w 
Hampshire.

J a n e  r e t i r e d  f r o m 
Vision Center Associates 
in Bridgeport, Connecticut 
and  l a te r  r e loca ted  to 
Worthington, where she 
en joyed her  remain ing 
years gardening, horse-
back riding, hunting, target 
shooting, knitting, crochet-
ing, quilting, making can-
dles, painting, baking, long 
walks with her dogs and 
spending quality time with 
close friends and family.   

She  loved ani -
mals ,  a l l  types 
of music,  read-
ing, yellow roses, 
h u m m i n g b i r d s 
and a good laugh.

She  i s  sur-
v i v e d  b y  h e r 
l o n g t i m e  p a r t -
n e r / c o m p a n i o n 
M e r l e  P o m r o y 

o f  R o c h e s t e r  N e w 
Hampshire ;  two broth-
ers, John Snook (and his 
wife Annette) of Poinciana 
Florida and Walter Snook 
(and his  wife Julie)  of 
Woodinville Washington; a 
daughter, Valerie Barnes of 
Stratford Connecticut and 
many nieces and nephews.   
Jane was predeceased by 
her ex-husband, Birlem 
Pomroy and her second 
husband, Joseph Tesla. At 
Jane’s request, there will 
be no public services held.

Jane was well loved 
and will be greatly missed 
by all who knew her.   May 
she rest in Peace.

OBITUARY
 Jane E. Tesla, 81

GRANGER, JOSEPH W. 
Died September 30, 2025

TESLA, JANE E.
Died October 8, 2025

WESTHAMPTON

WESTHAMPTON – 
The Hilltown Community 
Development in partner-
ship with the Hilltown 
Community Health Center 
will offer a flu and Covid 
vaccinat ion c l in ic  on 
Thursday, Oct. 30 from 2-5 
p.m. in the Westhampton 
Town Hall, 1 South Road.

People should bring 
their insurance card. There 
is no charge for the vac-

cinations, but people’s 
insurance will reimburse 
the service provider. No 
appointment is required. 

If people would like 
to pre-register for this clin-
ic they may call Colleen 
Kicza at 413-296-9763 or 
email ckicza@hchcweb.
org.  

There will be pediat-
ric, regular and high dose 
flu and Covid is Moderna.

Vaccination clinic 
set to place Nov. 19

WESTFIELD

WESTFIELD –  In 
just one week on Saturday, 
Oct. 18 at 11 a.m. on Park 
Square, local Westfield 
and Hampden County res-
idents will come together 
with millions of Americans 

across the country in a 
nationwide day of nonvi-
olent protest at the second 
No Kings Day of Action. 

There are currently 
thousands of events nation-
wide.

No King Days on Oct. 18
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FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $225.00
Seasoned cut & split $325.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for outdoor 
boilers (Cheap). Quality & volumes 

guaranteed!! New England Forest 
Products (413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central 
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood 
Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titanium Stainless 
Steel.  $2K Tax Credit.  Call (508)882-
0178

SEASONED OAK CORD WOOD.  Cut 
and split. $250 per cord or $150 for 1/2 cord 
plus delivery fee. COD. Russell 413-426-
4123.

TAG SALE
OCT. 18, 9AM-4PM, 264 NORTH 
MAIN ST., NORTH BROOKFIELD. 
Household items, antique wooden kitchen 
set, leather chair, tools, rugs, Curio cabinet 
and lots more. All priced to go.

WANTED TO BUY

SERVICES WANTED
NEED SNOWPLOWING THIS WIN-
TER for 350’ gravel driveway by 9 a.m. in 
Belchertown on Old Bay Road. Call 413-
687-1090.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging. 
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

PJ’s Electrical
MASTER ELECTRICIAN

• Licensed & Insured •
Providing safe, reliable electrical 
services for residential and com-
mercial projects.

NOW OFFERING FREE
CONSULTATIONS.

Call today to schedule your appointment.
(413) 366-1703

(Lic. #24046–A)

BUILT ’N POWERED. Serving all your 
electrical and construction needs. Fully 
insured and licensed. Free estimates. 10% 
Senior and Veteran’s discounts. Call Tom 
413-472-4104. Electrical Lic. #56789/
CLS Lic. #104505

JAMES FERRIS: LICENSE #E16303 
Free estimates. Insured. 50 years expe-
rience. No job too small. Cell (413)330-
3682

LICENSED ELECTRICIAN 
I offer good quality electrical work, no 

project too small. Service upgrades, pools, 
trustworthy, dependable & insured.  Master 

Elec. #20773A. Text/call Luis 413-218-
3301.

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC
Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical 
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and 
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned com-
pany. MA License #8101A1. Call John at 
(413)206-6509

EXCAVATING
ELIOT STARBARD EXCAVATION 
35+ yrs of happy customers. 508-882-
0140

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HANDYMAN SERVICES. 30 years 
experience, windows, laminate flooring, 
carpet repair and installation, painting, 
patcbing and storage solutions. Call 413-
777-3376.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile, 
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding, 
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free 
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub 
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe,  insured. Professional. Please 
call Bob (413)537-5789 (413)538-
7954.

LAWN & GARDEN
*COMPOSTED LOAM* 3/8” screened, 
$40/yd. deliv., 10 yd min.; No additives, fill-
ers or by-products. Local deliv. to Oakham 
and surrounding towns only. Eliot Starbard 
508-882-0140.

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway 
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt 
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.  
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790. 
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
PRO PAINTING

Low, low prices. All phases interior, exte-
rior painting and wallpapering. Also minor 

carpentry. 413-310-5099.

PROFESSIONAL PAINTING. Interior/
exterior, repair, skim coating, very detailed 
and neat. Lon (413) 455-6529.

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING & 
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations, 
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen & 
Bath remodeling.  30 years experience. 
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505 

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential 
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove 
them before the wind takes them down. 
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING 
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates. 
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything 
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump 
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and 
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

H & H TREE SERVICE All phases of 
tree care. Call Dave413-668-6560 day/
night.

TUNE-UPS

STUMP GRINDING
DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding 
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

SAW Stump Grinding
Call for a Free Estimate, 

Veteran Owned, Fully Insured
WWW.SAWSTUMPGRINDING.COM

413-213-5470

AKC CHOCOLATE LABRADOR  pup-
pies ready for loving homes. Must see! 
Contact/text Pam 413-388-1866 for de-
tails.

CONSTRUCTION EQUIPMENT DIE-
SEL MECHANIC –  In charge of daily 
repairs & maintenance on trucks as well as 
keeping equipment records/ordering parts. 
Health insurance/vacation. Mon-Fri. Come 
& meet with us!  RB Enterprises Lud-
low, MA  413 583-8393

PART TIME SNOWPLOW 
DRIVERS NEEDED

Part time snowplow drivers are 
needed for the Town of New 
Braintree for the 2025-2026 
season. Positions available for 
both CDL and non-CDL License.
If you are interested, please 
contact Highway Superinten-
dent Richard Ayer at (508) 
867-2451 or email hwysec-
retary@newbraintree.org.

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not 
knowingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

GREEN STREET, PALMER Newly 
renovated 1 bedroom apt. porch, off-street 
parking, coin-op laundry, $1,500/ mo in-
cludes heat. No Pets. Call Tom 413-896-
1555

WANTED SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES AUTO

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Make checks payable to Turley Publications 

Suburban 
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Circulation: 
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FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  FRIDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

ALASKA COAL STOVE 2020, 
CHANNING III, Model 140, paddle 
feed. Very good condition. Excellenct 
source to heat up to 85000 BTUs. 48” 
hearth pad included. Reasonable of-
fer. 413-238-5986.

RETIRED ELECTRICIAN
TOOLS OF ALL KINDS

Priced for quick sale.
2007 Ford E150 Van 

w/shelving, bins, racks, etc.
Electrician Tools • Carpenter Tools 
• Mechanic Tools • Plumbers Tools.

413-658-8535

ALWAYS BUYING 
ALL ANTIQUES: 

Musical instruments, guitars, horns, 
keyboards, vintage electronics, jew-
elry, coins, watches, military camer-
as, sports memorabilia, art, sterling, 
signs, automotive, hunting, adver-
tising, radios, ham radio equipment, 
audio equipment, toys, one item or 
entire estate. 

Call Paul 413-206-8688.

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sewing 
machines, tools, radios, clocks, lan-
terns, lamps, kitchenware, cookware, 
knives, military, automotive, fire de-
partment, masonic, license plates, 
beer cans, barware, books, oil cans, 
advertising tins,hunting, fishing, 
signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED
JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.

Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

(413) 687-5552

RANDY and RICKY 
Fall Cleanup

Call Paul Amherst

CHAMELEON 
PAINTING & REMODELING

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

Remodeling & 
Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured • Free Estimates

413-351-1147

A&M TUNE-UPS
Snowblowers, Push Lawnmowers, 

Riding Mowers & Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home.

Call Mike (413) 348-7967

SNOWBLOWER &  LAWNMOWER
TUNE UP & REPAIR

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

All real estate advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status (number of 
children and or pregnancy), national 
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

12 HOMETOWN 
NEWSPAPERS 

413.283.8393
www.turley.com
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069

Classified 
Advertising
DEADLINE
MONDAY AT NOONFRIDAY AT NOON

Find archives of this 
local newspaper at

www.newspapers.turley.com
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Warning: May Cause Roof Gawking.

Window World of Western Mass. is an 
Owens Corning Preferred Platinum Partner, 
less than 1% of all roofing contractors have 
earned this distinction.

Your roof does more than protect, it 
represents up to 40% of your home’s 
exterior design. So, when you invest in a 
new roof, you shouldn’t just like the results. 
You should love them.

413-485-7335  •  WindowWorldOfWesternMA.com  •  Belchertown  •  Westfield  •  Adams

TruDefinition®
Duration® Shingles
Estate Gray Shown

LOCAL.
FAMILY-OWNED.

NO SUBCONTRACTORS.


