
By Wendy Long
Correspondent

T h e  f o u r t h 
time was the charm 
for  Chris topher 
Martenson in his 
bid to become a 
Chester selectman. 

M a r t e n s o n 
won in a special 
election held on 
Sept .  19 ,  2026 
to replace Craig Gauthier, 
who was stepping down. A 
seven-year resident of the 
town, Martenson won the 
seat garnering 96 of 126 

votes cast for 
that position, 
allowing him 
t o  c o m p l e t e 
the final year 
of Gauthier’s 
term. 

Martenson 
will then have 
to run again 
next May for a 
regular three-
year term.

L o n g - t i m e  t o w n 
leader Bob Daley called 
Martenson, “One of our 

Martenson wins 
selectmen bid

By Wendy Long
Correspondent

The Huntington Select 
Board’s Oct. 7 meeting 
opened with a tax classifica-
tion public hearing. 

A t t e n d i n g  w e r e 
Chairman Roger Booth, 
members Rob Drabiuk and 
John McVeigh (at tend-
ing remotely) and Town 
Adminis t ra to r  Jenn i fe r 
Peloquin. 

Harald Scheid from the 
Regional Resource Group 
recommended keeping a sin-
gle tax rate for both residen-

tial and business properties 
for Fiscal Year 2027. 

In essence, there aren’t 
enough business proper-
ties in the town to make a 
substantial difference for 
homeowners without rais-
ing business rates substan-
tially. Assessors Christine 
Stochlinski chairman) and 
Roxanne Pin were also in 
attendance. 

A motion to set a sin-
gle tax rate for all property 
classifications passed unan-
imously. The FY 26 tax rate 
was $14.77. The estimated 
rate for FY27 is $15.21, but 

could change upon review by 
the Department of Revenue 
after the town’s tax doc-
umentation is submitted, 
Peloquin later explained. 

Nov. 3 election 
The publ ic  hear ing 

closed and regular busi-
ness resumed. Town Clerk 
Michelle Fieldstad-Booth 
reported on the Tuesday, 
Nov. 3 state election warrant. 
Fieldstad-Booth recommend-
ed a slate of six election 
workers, who were approved 
unanimously. She is still 
recruiting counters, who 
will hand count the results 

including nine ballot ques-
tions that night after the polls 
close. 

Fieldstad-Booth is look-
ing into securing a tabula-
tor for the town, but will not 
have one for the November 
election. The select board 
approved the election war-
rant.

Driveway flooding issue
Discussion that began at 

the Sept. 23 meeting contin-
ued on an appeal by Mary 
Arkoette, 21 Nagler Cross 
Road, to have the town 
adjust the road to keep her 
driveway from washing out. 

S ign i fican t  damage 
has occurred to her yard 
and home during heavy 
rain storms, including her 
deck washing away and her 
basement repeatedly flood-
ing. On advice of Highway 
Superintendent Brad Curry, 
Arkoette has purchased cul-
verts and gravel and was 
looking for assistance in 
installing it. 

Booth explained that it 
would be her responsibility 
and cost to install that cul-
vert. 

Once that is in, Booth 
and Curry will  look at 

whether or not the next road 
grading could help divert 
some of the water running 
onto her property. McVeigh 
pointed out that maintenance 
of driveway culverts is the 
responsibility of property 
owners. 

To date, Arkoette said 
that she has spent about 
$1,350 in materials and 
preparation; Curry estimates 

Huntington Select Board holds tax classification hearing
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By Mary Kronholm
Correspondent

P o l i c e  C h i e f  J e n 
Dubiel’s annual review was 
presented to the board.

Language  inc luded 
“We support Chief Dubiel’s 
continued service and sin-
cerely appreciate her ded-
ication to the residents of 
both Chester and Blandford. 
We are grateful for her 
dependable leadership and 
for Chester’s continued 
partnership in providing 
police services to our com-
munity.”

The review also com-
plimented the entire depart-
ment crediting the “service 
they provide reflects well 
on Chief Dubiel’s leader-
ship.” 

The review cited the 
“excellent” cooperation 
with the State Police in the 
search for a missing per-
son. The board had no fur-
ther comments and accepted 
the review, which goes to 
Chester as host community. 

New town sign
The  town  thanked 

Jennifer and Greg Girard 
for their contribution of a 
Welcome to Blandford sign, 
which will be placed at the 
Blandford/Russell town 
line.

Shartrand said it has 
been decided to install the 

sign in the spring, after win-
ter weather. She and her 
husband will contribute the 
four-by-fours on which the 
sign will be placed. 

A flower box will be 
under the sign on the posts 
and there will be a solar 
powered light to illuminate 
it. 
Consolidating permitting 

representative 
Town Administrator 

Cristina Ferrera proposed 
to the board that the chair 
indefinitely hold this posi-
tion of local government 
representative, “because 
that’s the ultimate filter of 
these consolidated permits.” 

In a prepared motion 

statement,  board mem-
ber Ted Cousineau read, “I 
move to designate select 
board chair as the town of 
Blandford’s local govern-
ment representative under 
225 CMR 29.00 as of Oct. 
1, 2026. This responsibili-
ty shall attach to the office 
of Select Board chair and 
pass aromatically to each 
select board chair with no 
fixed expiration date unless 
amended or  resc inded 
by vote of select board.” 
The motion passed with 
Cousineau and member 
Corinne Shartrand approv-
ing and Chair Jackie Coury 
abstaining. 

Coury explained that 

this is the Department of 
Energy Resources process 
for submitting siting appli-
cations. She added that she 
would track her time so the 
“state can understand how 
much time this takes for 
towns to support.”

Summary of 
225 CMR 29.00

A November 2024 law 
promoting a clean ener-
gy grid, advancing equity 
and protecting ratepay-
ers (“2024 Climate Act”), 
streamlined the siting and 
permitting process for clean 
energy infrastructure. 

The current siting and 
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Photo by Corrine Shartrand
The new town sign for the town of Blandford will be installed in the spring at the Blandford/
Russell town line.

Blandford gets new town sign
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PAID POLITICAL ADVERTISEMENT

PAID FOR BY THE COMMITTEE TO ELECT JASON PERRON

FOR TOO MANY YEARS, THE HILLTOWNS HAVE BEEN
FORGOTTEN UNTIL ELECTION SEASON.

THAT WON’T HAPPEN WITH ME.

THE HILLTOWNS ARE HOME.
THIS ENTIRE DISTRICT HAS SHAPED WHO I AM.

I’VE LIVED IT.
I UNDERSTANT THIS DISTRICT IN A WAY
THE OTHER CANDIDATES NEVER CAN.

THERE ARE 10 MUNICIPALITIES IN THIS DISTRICT.
NO ONE COMMUNITY IS MORE IMPORTANT THAN ANOTHER.

413-454-3269 jasonfor3rdhampden26@gmail.com candidates.goodparty.org/jperronfor3rdhampden LEARN MORE

★ 3RD HAMPDEN DISTRICT ★

INDEPENDENT FOR

STATE REPRESENTATIVE

PERRON
JASON★✯

★

PEOPLE, NOT PARTIES.
REASON, NOT RHETORIC.

★

MY PRIORITIES
★ COST OF LIVING

★ PUBLIC SAFETY

★ SENIORS & VETERANS

★ LOCAL AID & CONTROL

★ SMALL BUSINESS

★ ACCOUNTABILITY

A VOTE FOR ME IS A VOTE FOR REPRESENTATION FOR ALL 10.

***ECRWSS***

RESIDENTIAL CUSTOMER

FINAL FREE WEEK!Get your local hometown news & sportsdelivered to your mailbox every week.

3 EASY WAYS TO SUBSCRIBE TODAY& support your community newspaper

ONLINE: www.turley.comPHONE: 413-283-8393MAIL: Coupon included            in this weeks paper.

SUBSCRIBE TODAY

Christopher 
Martenson
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HILLTOWNS

Heating oil is now aver-
aging $6.12 per gallon state-
wide, up from $3.53 a year 
ago. 

That’s a 74% increase 
and works out to roughly 
$700 more for 275 gallons at 
today’s average price.

T h e  M a s s a c h u s e t t s 
Good Neighbor Energy 
Fund reopens for its 2026-
27 campaign on Oct. 19 and 
provides eligible households 
facing temporary financial 
hardship with grants of up to 
$400 toward a home energy 
expense. 

The fund helps fill the 
gap for Massachusetts resi-
dents who do not qualify for 

traditional state or federal 
assistance, and income eli-
gibility guidelines have been 
increased for the upcoming 
campaign.

M o r e  t h a n  1 , 2 5 0 
Massachusetts households 
received assistance during the 
2025-26 campaign.

F o r  W e s t e r n 
Massachusetts coverage, peo-
ple can coordinate an inter-
view with Kristen Fellmann 
of Berkshire Gas, subject to 
availability, as well as GNEF 
Chair Justin Stearns and The 
Salvation Army to discuss 
local affordability pressures, 
eligibility and how residents 
can seek assistance.

Good Neighbor Energy Fund 
offers home energy grants

T h e  M a s s a c h u s e t t s 
D e p a r t m e n t  o f 
Transportation announces 
daytime and overnight bridge 
painting and repairs on I-90 
eastbound and westbound 
in the towns of Becket, 
Montgomery and Russell. 

In Becket bridge paint-
ing will be conducted on I-90 
eastbound and westbound 
at mile marker 20.0 nightly 
now through the morning of 
Friday, Oct. 16 from 7 p.m.-5 
a.m.

In Montgomery and 
Russell bridge repairs will 
be conducted on I-90 east-
bound at mile marker 36.0 
on Thursday, Oct. 15, from 7 
a.m.-3:30 p.m.

Appropriate signage and 
law enforcement details will 
be in place to guide drivers 
through the work areas.

D r i v e r s  t r a v e l i n g 
through the area should 
expect delays, reduce speed, 
and use caution.

All scheduled work is 
weather dependent and sub-
ject to change without notice.

For more information on 
traffic conditions, travelers 
are encouraged to: Download 
the Mass511 mobile app or 
visit www.mass511.com to 
view live cameras, travel 
times, real time traffic con-
ditions, and project informa-
tion before setting out on the 
road. Users can subscribe to 
receive text and email alerts 
for traffic conditions. Dial 
511 and select a route to hear 
real time conditions. Follow 
@MassDOT on X, formerly 
known as Twitter, to receive 
regular updates on road and 
traffic conditions.

MassDOT announces 
I-90 bridge work

Turley Publications photo by 
Deborah Daniels

In making an apple 
pie the photographer’s 
brother-in-law pulled 
this apple peeler out to 
use. We could not fathom 
what the little metal cage 
at the top of the peeler 
did. Does anyone know 
its use? If so please 
email countryjournal@
turley.com.

DO YOU KNOW?

Camera Systems, Commercial Audio-Video,
Home Theaters, Network Systems, Lighting Design,
Electric Service Upgrades, EV Charger Installation,

Generator Installation, TV Installation & more!

eposhomes.com
sales@eposhomes.com
(413) 241-6895

Experience the Power
of Sound, Vision, and

Electrical Precision

Great family fun! 
Open 9 am - 4 pm daily 

Call for picking conditions 
and available varieties. 

JAMESON’S
HIGH MEADOW FARM 

410 Skyline Trail, Chester MA 
413-354-9609 
413-667-3640 

PICK YOUR OWN APPLES 
Many varieties available! 

PICK YOUR OWN

APPLES

Call for picking conditions and available varieties.

Jameson’s HigH meadow Farm

410 Skyline Trail, Chester, MA • 413-354-9609 
Open Daily 9 am - 4 pm

Many varieties available!
Great Family Fun!

SQUEEZE YOUR ENERGY DOLLAR$SQUEEZE YOUR ENERGY DOLLAR$

Fuel Assistance Customers Welcomed

Use Our Easy Online Ordering

FRASCOFUELOIL.COM
734-3578

Call For Our Current Low Oil Price
2383 Westfield St., West Springfield

$6 OFF
the purchase of 

125 gallons or more 
of heating oil
Coupons Never Expire.

Limit 1 coupon per household. 
Cannot be combined with other offers.

$6 OFF
the purchase of 

125 gallons or more 
of heating oil
Coupons Never Expire.

Limit 1 coupon per household. 
Cannot be combined with other offers.

$10 OFF
the purchase of 

150 gallons or more 
of heating oil
Coupons Never Expire.

Limit 1 coupon per household. 
Cannot be combined with other offers.

$10 OFF
the purchase of 

150 gallons or more 
of heating oil
Coupons Never Expire.

Limit 1 coupon per household. 
Cannot be combined with other offers.

$15 OFF
the purchase of 

200 gallons or more 
of heating oil
Coupons Never Expire.

Limit 1 coupon per household. 
Cannot be combined with other offers.

$15 OFF
the purchase of 

200 gallons or more 
of heating oil 
Coupons Never Expire.

Limit 1 coupon per household. 
Cannot be combined with other offers.

FUEL OILFUEL OILFUEL OILFUEL OIL
The Full Service Discount Oil DealerHOME HEATING OILHOME HEATING OIL

DIESEL DIESEL •• KEROSINE KEROSINE
FF  rascorasco

The Full Service Discount Oil DealerFF  rascorasco Fitness Training With Keith
Wholistic Natural Movement

BALANCE. EASE. 
INSIGHT.

Call Or Text Keith 
413-207-2800

CHESTERFIELD

CHESTERFIELD – 
The Chesterfield Town 
Clerk announces early in 
person voting for the Nov. 3 
state election.

Early in person voting 
hours at the Town Clerk’s 
office are Saturdays, Oct. 17 
and Oct. 24 from 9 a.m.-1 
p.m.; Tuesdays, Oct. 20 and 

Oct. 27 from 10 a.m.-1 p.m. 
and Thursdays, Oct. 22 and 
29 from 10 a.m.-1 p.m. On 
election day, Tuesday, Nov. 
3 the polls are open 7 a.m.-8 
p.m. in the Town Hall, 15 
Middlefield Road. 

Eligible voters may 
also request a Vote-by-Mail 
ballot for the November 

State Election. Information 
about requesting a bal-
lot is available through the 
Massachusetts Secretary of 
the Commonwealth.

For questions about 
early voting or Vote by 
Mail, they may call the 
Town Clerk’s Office at 413-
296-4741.

Town Clerk announces 
state election information

WORTHINGTON

WO RT H I N G TO N  – 
The Worthington Council on 
Aging host on Wednesday, 
Oct. 21 at 1 p.m. a workshop 
on First Aid for seniors in the 

Worthington Town Hall. 
Presented by Rick and 

Ginger Scott, retired EMTs, 
they will  provide a refresh-
er and share the latest safety 

procedures.  
A question/answer peri-

od will follow. Light refresh-
ments will be provided. All 
are welcome.

COA hosts First Aid for seniors

FLORENCE

FLORENCE –  The 
Florence Community Band 
will perform a free concert 
on Sunday, Oct. 18 at 2 p.m. 
in Black Birch Vineyard, 

108 Straits Road, North 
Hatfield.

Priscilla M. Rose is 
the director. The concert 
“Uncorked and Unplugged 

M u s i c e  f o r  S u n d a y 
Afternoon.”

People may visit face-
book or www.florencecom-
munityband.com.

Florence Community Band to 
perform free concert Oct. 18

FLORENCE –  On 
Saturday, Oct. 24 at 7 p.m. 
(doors open at 6:30 p.m.) 
three of Canada’s finest 
musicians, Cécilia brings 
together the best of many 
musical worlds in their 
explorations of traditional, 
Celtic and Québécois music 
at BOMBYX Center of Arts 
and Equity, 130 Pine St. 

The trio features Timi 
Turmel  on  accord ion , 
Erin Leahy on piano and 
Courtney Drew on fiddle. 
Cécilia  performed across 
Canada and the U.S. and 

at Celtic Connections in 
Scotland this past January. 
“We are looking forward 
to returning to BOMBYX 
as part of our October 
East Coast tour,” says pia-
nist Erin Leahy. “We love 
meeting people and sharing 
our traditional music with 
enthusiastic audiences.” 

Cécilia’s recent debut 
album Accent is an impres-
sive offering full of vibrant 
rhythms and melodies, all 
resonating with a unique 
warmth and richness of 
expression. Every one of 

their pieces is skillfully 
arranged and highlighted 
with influences from con-
temporary, classical, jazz, 
and swing styles.

Admission is $12.50 to 
$30 in advance and $12.50 
to $35 at the door on Oct. 
24.

P e o p l e  m a y  v i s i t 
https://bombyx.ludus.com/
show_page .php?show_
id=200534920 to get tick-
ets. For more information, 
people may visit https://
bombyx.live/events/cecil-
ia-2/.

Cécilia performs Celtic and 
Québécois music on Oct. 24 

DALTON

DALTON – The Dalton 
Library,  462 Main  St . , 
holds a weekly American 
M a h j o n g  m e e t  u p  o n 
Fridays at 1-3 p.m.  

Beginners are welcome. 
Registration is required. 
People may call 413-684-
6112 or  email  dal ton@
cwmars.org for more infor-
mation or to register.

Library holds weekly Mahjong games

SCHOOLS & YOUTH

KINGSTON, R.I. – 
The University of Rhode 
Island announces local 
graduates.

L a r i s s a  R i l e y  o f 
Ches ter fie ld  earned a 
Bachelor of Arts in crim-
inology and criminal jus-
tice and a Bachelor of Arts 
in psychology. Katharine 
Burzynski of Westfield 
earned a Bachelor of Arts in 
communication studies.

Melan ie  Burek  o f 
Montgomery earned a 
Bachelor Degree in land-

scape architecture.
Adele  Lashway of 

Williamsburg earned a 
Bachelor of Science in 
Business Administration 
and marketing and Allysen 
Burke of Westfield earned 
a Bachelor of Science in 
kinesiology.

Jack DeMarinis  of 
Montgomery earned Master 
of Science in electrical 
engineering and Rebecca 
Monti of Westfield earned 
a Master of Science in 
speech-language pathology.

University of Rhode Island 
announces graudates

COLLEGE NEWS

EAST HARTFORD, 
CT – Brook Russo of 
Westfield made Goodwin 
University Dean’s list for 
the summer 2026 session.

Goodwin University 
is an innovative learn-
ing  communi ty  tha t 
empowers hard-work-
ing students to become 
sought-after employees. 
Classes are convenient-
ly offered year-round 
- days, evenings, week-
ends and online. Degrees 
may be flexibly lay-
ered across certificate, 
Associate, Bachelor and 
Master degree programs 
in a variety of in-demand 
fields. 

Russo 
makes
Dean’s list

PLEASE REMEMBER TO
RECYCLE THIS NEWSPAPER
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Dear Rusty: 
I ’ m  n o t  y e t  o l d 

enough, but must I enroll in 
Medicare at age 65? 

I am a disabled mili-
tary veteran with VA ben-
efits, so must I still take 
Medicare when I turn 65? 
Signed: Disabled Veteran

 
Dear Disabled Veteran: 

First, please accept my 
gratitude for your military 
service to our country. And 
please also know that if 
you now rely 100% on the 
VA for all your healthcare 
needs and you expect that 
to continue for the rest of 
your life, then you have the 
option to decline enrolling 
in Medicare Part B when 
you turn 65. However, if 
you believe that using 
healthcare providers from 
outside the VA may some-
day be in your future, you 
should enroll in Medicare 
when you are first eligible.  

Al though you are 
requi red  to  enrol l  in 
Medicare Part A (coverage 
for inpatient hospitaliza-
tion services) if you collect 
Social Security after age 
65, enrolling in Medicare 
Part B (coverage for out-
patient medicals services) 
is always optional because 
there is a monthly premi-
um for Part B ($202.90 for 
2026 - changes yearly). 

So, as a military vet-
eran using VA healthcare, 
you have a choice to either 
enroll in Medicare Part 
B at age 65, or not if you 
get all your healthcare ser-
vices from the Veterans 
Administration. 

Just be aware that 
VA healthcare is not con-
sidered “creditable” for 
Medicare purposes, so 
if you do not enroll in 
Medicare Part B during 
your  Medicare  Ini t ia l 
Enrollment Period and 
later choose to enroll in 
Medicare Part B, there 
will be a permanent Late 
Enrollment Penalty for 
enroll ing in Medicare 
Part B outside your initial 
enrollment period (your 
Medicare IEP is three 

months on either side of 
the month you turn 65). 

So, the decision you 
will need to make as you 
approach 65 years of age 
is this: will all of your 
healthcare needs always be 
provided through the VA? 
Or do you want the con-
venience (and flexibility) 
to know you can use any 
healthcare provider any-
where the U.S. or its terri-
tories, whenever and wher-
ever you wish. 

If the latter is true, 
then you should likely 
enroll in Medicare Part 
B when you turn 65. You 
can still use the VA for 
some services if you are 
enrolled in both, but there 
is no coordination of ben-
efits (e.g., the VA will not 
make copayments if you 
use Medicare services, and 
vice versa). 

Which means that 
you may also wish to 
also consider a Medicare 
Advantage  p lan  or  a 
Medicare Supplement plan 
to go with Medicare Part B 
if/when you enroll.  

I hope this answers 
your question, but please 
don’t hesitate to contact 
us again if needed. And, 
importantly, thank you for 
your service to our country. 

T h e  A s s o c i a t i o n 
M a t u r e  C i t i z e n s 
Foundation and its staff 
are not affiliated with or 
endorsed by the Social 
Security Administration 
or any other governmen-
tal entity. This article is 
intended for informa-
tion purposes and does 
not represent legal or 
financial  guidance.  I t 
presents  the  opinions 
and interpretations of 
the Association Mature 
Ci t i zens  Foundat ion’s 
staff, trained and accredit-
ed by the National Social 
Security Association  To 
submit a question, visit 
amacfoundation.org/pro-
grams/social-security-advi-
sory or email us at ssadvi-
sor@amacfoundation.org. 
Russell Gloor is a Social 
Security advisor for AMAC.                                 

GUEST COLUMN

This is one of my more 
funnier titles, 
isn’t it? It 

occurred to me 
that not every-
one  knows 
which fruits 
or vegetables 
s h o u l d  b e 
washed prior 
to storage.  

Just yester-
day I was pon-
dering this topic 
myself, wondering if my 
fresh picked apples should 
be washed before I stored 
them away in the fridge.  

Read on to learn the 
answer to that question as 
well as the same for other 
crops. While we’re at it I will 
provide additional tips to 
help achieve lengthy storage.

Apples should not be 
washed prior to storage. 
There is a protective waxy 
covering over the fruit that 
helps to increase its shelf 
life.  

Experiments prove that 
washing it off caused the 
apples to spoil much more 
quickly. Placing unwashed 
apples in a plastic bag that 
is either left open or has per-
forations in it then putting 
the bag in the crisper drawer 
of the refrigerator will give 
them the best chance at lon-
gevity. This method provides 
both air flow and humidity.  

Want to store carrots or 
beets? Use the same method. 

You will have to cut 
back the greens first, howev-
er. If you leave them on they 
will pull moisture from the 
roots rendering them limp. 
Cut back to a half inch or so.  

If your carrots or beets 
are super muddy it’s best to 
let them air dry briefly to get 
some of the extra dirt off, but 
just like apples, that protec-

tive waxy layer should not be 
washed off. If you are hop-
ing for a long storage life, it 
makes sense to go through 
your bags of produce to 
remove any that begin to rot 
so that they won’t infect their 
neighbors.  

There is something to be 
gleaned from the old adage 
“one bad apple spoils the 
whole barrel.”

Likewise, never wash 
potatoes before putting them 
in storage! Gently brush 
off dirt and store them in a 
single layer in the darkness 
around 55 degrees.  

Darkness will prevent 
greening, which renders 
potatoes inedible. Potatoes 
should not be stored in the 
refrigerator. It changes their 
texture and makes them 
prone to rot.

I think it’s safe to say 
that we would never consid-
er washing onions or garlic 
prior to storage.  We should, 
however, gently brush off 
the dirt near the roots and 
bottom portion of the bulb.  
After onions are properly 
cured, store them at tempera-
tures close to 40 degrees.  

Place apples, banan-
as, and tomatoes away from 
onions, these vegetables 
excrete ethylene gas as they 
ripen, causing onions to 
sprout prematurely. Ethylene 

will also encourage potatoes 
to sprout. 

Use onion bulbs 
that  have two 
cen te r s  f i r s t ; 
they won’t store 

well .  Garl ic 
stems should 
be cut back 

to a couple of 
inches before storing 
for the winter in a cool 
and dry location in 

mesh bags or on slatted 
trays etc.  

Softneck types of gar-
lic have pliable foliage that 
lends itself well to braid-
ing. In any case, allowing 
for good air circulation will 
ensure a long storage life. 

Keep your garlic fists 
intact; once broken apart, 
individual cloves do not keep 
as long.

Gently wash winter 
squash in a 10% bleach solu-
tion prior to storing at tem-
peratures between 50 and 60 
degrees; in this case it will 
help prevent rot.  

The flavor of many of 
our favorite squashes only 
improves with age. The same 
advice for washing prevails 
for pumpkins and gourds. 

As the harvest season 
continues, may these tips 
help to ensure that you get 
the longest possible storage 
life. A much deserved reward 
after all of your hard work!

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge 
School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. 
For 34 years she has held the 
position of staff horticultur-
ist at Old Sturbridge Village. 
She enjoys growing food 
as well as flowers. Have a 
question for her? Email it to 
pouimette@turley.com with 
“Gardening Question” in the 
subject line.  

When to wash and when not to wash

GUEST COLUMN

OPINION
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ELECTION LETTERS 
TO THE EDITOR
The Country Journal wel-

comes readers to participate in 
this year’s election campaigns 
by writing letters to the editor 
for publication on these pages. 
Letters of up to 250 words from 
local residents endorsing candi-
dates on the ballot or discuss-
ing campaign issues should be 
sent to The Country Journal, care 
of Turley Publications, 24 Water 
St., Palmer, MA 01069, faxed 
to 413-289-1977 or emailed 
to countryjournal@turley.com. 
Please include a daytime tele-
phone number for verification 
purposes (it will not be printed). 
Letters must be received by noon 
Friday to be considered for the 
following Thursday’s newspaper. 
No attack letters will be printed. 
No letters written by candidates 
supporting their own candidacy 
will be printed. If the volume of 
letters received is larger than the 
space available in the newspaper, 
or if the letters become repetitive, 
the newspaper reserves the right 
to print a representative sample. 
No endorsement letters will be 
printed in the last edition before 
the election. For more information, 
call 413-283-8393.

Campaign news
As part of i ts election 

coverage, the newspaper plans 
to print stories about contested 
races for Congress, state Senate, 
state House, district attorney and 
Governor’s Council during the 
weeks leading up to the election, 
as well as a question-and-answer 
voters guide. In order to ensure 
fairness to all candidates, no 
political press releases will be 
printed, nor will reporters cover 
political rallies or fundraisers.

Candidates who wish to 
further publicize their candidacy, 
beliefs and events may contact 
advertising, 413-283-8393 about 
paid advertising in The Country 
Journal.

EDITORIAL
POLICY

Letters to the editor 
should be 500 words or 
less in length. We require 
letter writers to include 
his or her name, town of 
residence and home tele-
phone number. We must 
authenticate authorship 
prior to publication. We 
reserve the right to edit or 
withhold any submissions 
deemed to be libelous or 
contain unsubstantiat-
ed allegations, personal 
attacks, defamation of 
character and offensive 
language. All unknown or 
alleged facts and quota-
tions offered by the author 
need to cite credible, 
unbiased sources.

Mail letter to Country 
Journal, 24 Water Street, 
P a l m e r,  M A  0 1 0 6 9 
or mail your letter to: 
countryjournal@turley.
com.
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Every fall I look for the 
return of the dark-eyed 
juncos, also known as 

“snow birds” in the middle 
latitudes.

Over most of the eastern 
United States, they appear 
as winter sets in and then 
retreat northward each spring 
to breed. Other juncos are 
year-round residents, retreat-
ing into woodlands during 
the breeding season or, like 
those of the Appalachian 
Mountains, moving to higher 
elevations during the warmer 
months.

I have not seen any yet, 
but I keep an eye out for 
them. Often my first sighting 
of the year is along the side 
of the road when I spot their 
white tail feathers as they fly.

Dark-eyed juncos are 
little sparrows with gray 
plumage and white outer 
ta i l  feathers  and white 
underneath. Females and 
j u ve n i l e s  a r e  s l i g h t l y 
browner and duller.

They  breed in forests 
including coniferous and 
deciduous types and can be 
found at elevations from sea 
level to over 11,000 feet. 
Typically, the female lays 
between three to six eggs per 
clutch. She usually lays one 
egg per day until the clutch 

is complete.
Their diet primarily con-

sists of seeds and insects, 
adapting to available food 
sources throughout the year.

Juncos are social birds, 
often seen in flocks during 
winter and they exhibit a dis-
tinctive hopping behavior on 
the ground. They flit about 
forest floors of the west-
ern mountains and Canada, 
then flood the rest of North 
America for winter. 

They are 
a m o n g  t h e 
mos t  abun-
dan t  f o r e s t 
birds of North 
A m e r i c a . 
They come to 
feeders  and 
l i k e  m a n y 
sparrows feed on the ground 
to glean seeds dropped there 
by other birds.

They prefer open, par-
tially wooded areas with 

understory for cover. They 
also have a twittering call 
or  trilling song. If flushed 
from the ground,  they 
appear gray or dark brown 
overall with visible white 
outer tail feathers.

The dark-eyed Junco 
is one of the most common 
birds in North America and 
can be found across the 
continent from Alaska to 
Mexico, from California to 
New York. A recent estimate 
set the junco’s total popula-
tion at approximately 630 
million individuals.

The oldest recorded 
dark-eyed Junco,  originally 
banded in 1991, was at least 
11 years, 4 months old when 
it was recaptured and rere-

leased during banding oper-
ations in the same state of 
West Virginia in 2001. 

Large flock of sparrows
Recently, while driv-

ing to the bus stop to pick 
up my grandson, I flushed a 
large flock of sparrows along 
the side of the road. A large 
number of them flew across 
the road in front of the car. 
It happened quickly so I was 
not able to identify them. 
They were not juncos as they 
did not have white tail feath-
ers

New bird feeder
A man, who attends 

meals at the Oakham Senior 
Center, built a feeder from 
tubing someone gave him.

He filled it with seed 
and put it outside. It took 
a few days for the birds to 
arrive, but he has a lot of 
birds coming to it now.

eBird sightings
Recent eBird sight-

ings  inc luded  a  Cape 
May warbler on Oct. 6 
in Belchertown and an 
American redstart and a 
black-bellied plover, both 
spotted in the northeast 
Quabbin area on Oct. 6.

People may report a bird 
sighting by emailing edown-
er@turley.com or calling or 
texting 774-262-5882.

Dark-eyed junco

in my

By Ellenor Downer

Sparrow
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Corrections policy
If you notice a factual error in our pages, please 

let us know, so that we can set the record straight. 
Email information to countryjournal@turley.com, or 
call us at 413-283-8393. Corrections will be printedon 
page 4 or 5.

CHURCH 
DIRECTORY

Chester Baptist Church
Pastor Dan Herr 
14 Middlefield Road
Chester, MA 01011
413-354-7743
Email: pastor@chesterbaptistchurch.org
Website: chesterbaptistchurch.org
Sunday School for all ages at 9:45 a.m.
Sunday Worship at 10:45 a.m.
Sunday Afternoon at 1:30 p.m.
Wednesday Evening Bible Study and Prayer 
at 6:30 p.m.

First Congregational Church 
of Blandford 
Pastor Tom Crouse
91 Main St., Blandford, MA 01008
413-269-5055
Website: Fccblandford.com
Sunday service 10 a.m. 

First Congregational Church 
of Chester
Pastor Susan Borsella
334 Skyline Trail, Chester, MA 01011
Service with Live Music: 10 a.m. - Sunday
Coffee and Sweets Social: 
10:45 a.m. - 11:45 a.m.

First Congregational Church 
of Williamsburg
Rev. Jack Kraaz
4 North Main St., Williamsburg, MA 01096
413-268-7557
burgychurch@gmail.com • burgychurch.org
Facebook: 
First Congregational Church of Williamsburg 
YouTube Channel: www.youtube.com/
channel/UCdyH1EA-fduamqHYeekxw5w
Office Hours: Tues. - Fri. 9 a.m. - 12 noon
Days and Hours of Services: Sun. at 10 a.m.

Hilltown Community Church
Dr. Robert Perreault, Senior Pastor
55 Main St., Russell, MA 01071
413-275-3232
Office: 413-862-3341
hilltownchurch3341@gmail.com
hilltowncommunitychurch.com
Facebook: www.facebook.com/p/Hilltown-
Community-Church-61580281487624/
Sunday Mornings 10 a.m.

Holy Family Parish
Rev. Ronald F. Sadlowski, known as Fr. Ron
5 Main St., Russell, MA 01071
413-862-4418
Office Hours: No set times. 
Please call, leave a voice message or 
email: holyfamilyrussell.org
parish@holyfamilyrussell.org
Saturday Vigil: 5 p.m.
Sunday Masses: 8:15 a.m. & 11 a.m.

The Huntington Evangelical Church
Pastor L. Charles Cinelli
17 Russell Road, PO Box 7
Huntington, MA 01050
413-667-5774
Sunday service 9:30 a.m. 

New Boston 
Congregational Church 
Pastor Eric Kriebel
4 Sandisfield Rd., PO Box 81
Sandisfield, MA 01255
Services held twice monthly, check website: 
www.newbostoncongregationalchurch.org

Pioneer Valley Assembly of God
Pastor Javier Melendez
63 Old Chester Rd., Huntington MA 01050
413-667-3196
pvaglife@gmail.com
www.pioneervalleyag.org
Facebook: Pioneer Valley 
Assembly of God
Sunday service: 10:30 a.m.

Pioneer Valley 
Mennonite Fellowship 
Deacon Jerald Reinford
400 Huntington Rd., Russell, MA 01071
(413) 297-6037
Sunday worship at 10 a.m.
Visitors appreciated

Westhampton
Congregational Church, UCC
Open and affirming. All are welcome. 
Pastor Carol Smith
1 Tob Rd., Westhampton, MA 01027
(413) 527-4204
Sunday Worship at 10 a.m.
9 a.m. for July and August

Your
Church

Community

As I read through the 
ballot questions, I found 
m o r e  q u e s t i o n s  t h a n 
answers. 

Question One is a no 
brainier, It is a shame that 
we need a law to make 
the governor and legisla-
tor answerable to the peo-
ple. 

Have the politics in 
our state gotten that low? 
Apparently it has, I’m a 
yes vote.

Quest ion Two.   Do 
we need collective bar-
gaining for lawyers?  I 
question that.  I’m a no 
vote on that one.

Q u e s t i o n  T h r e e . 
There is  something up 
with this one. If there is 
one ballot for the primary 
R or P and  a candidate is 

unopposed for an office, 
are  they automat ica l ly 
elected? 

Too many questions, 
I’m a no on this one.

Q u e s t i o n 
F o u r .  E l e c t i o n  D a y 
Registration? Where are 
the checks and balances? 
Voting is a right and a 
privilege. 

There  is  no reason 
that a citizen can’t take 
time during a year to go 
and register to vote. They 
need to take responsibili-
ty for them selves, to reg-
ister to vote. A no vote 
for me.

Question Five   State 
R e v e n u e  L i m i t  a n d 
Reba te   I  thought  we 
already had something on 
this with proposition two 

and half or is something 
new. Reasonable limits on 
growth? I’m confused on 
this one. I have to think 
more on this one.

Quest ion Six  This 
would add a tax on RVs 
all sporting goods, base-
ball, football, besides all 
other sporting goods, it 
can’t help it not to. 

Read this one care-
fully, too many areas to 
be spent on. Not enough 
information on this one. 
Just what is Nature for 
all consist of? Too much 
unsaid. A no vote for me.

Q u e s t i o n   S e v e n 
S ing l e  Fami ly  Homes  
Sounds good,  but  does 
the state retain the right 
to over rule bylaws set up 
by city’s and towns? The 

state has in the past. 
A ga i n  n o t  e n o u g h  

a n s w e r s  t o  t o o  m a ny 
questions.  I think no on 
this one also.

Q u e s t i o n  E i g h t  
Prohibit  Retail  Sale of 
Recreational Marijuana. 
I was against this in the 
first place. But now busi-
nesses have invested mil-
l ions of dollars in this 
industry. If this bill goes 
through what happens? 
Law suits will come, from 
growing and retail busi-
nesses? 

It is Pandora’s, box 
being opened. So what is 
the out come? No for me 
until we know the conse-
quences.   

Ted Cousineau 
Blandford

Reader gives upcoming ballot questions review
I am writing to thank 

Huntington town residents 
Sondra Lewis and Renee 
Baillargeon for taking the time 
to come to the Huntington 
Select Board with their con-
cerns about herbicide spraying 
at Littleville and Knightville 
Dams by the U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers. 

As someone who owns 
property along the Westfield 
River, my family, including 
my dogs, spend a lot of time 
in and along the river, wheth-
er it’s swimming, kayaking or 
just enjoying it’s beauty and 
wildlife. 

I am very concerned 
about the spraying of glypho-
sate along the dams and how 
much is leeching back into 
the water. I did not know this 
was being done until reading 
about this in the Sept 17, 2026 
Country Journal. 

I have invasive plants 
growing on my river property 
and I know I can’t go down 
there and spray them so why is 
this ok to use along a dam that 
is connected with the Westfield 
River?

Huntington’s stretch of 

the river has been designated 
“Wild and Scenic.” 

To get that designation 
under the Wild and Scenic 
Rivers Act it must adhere 
to certain criteria. Wild: 
Primitive, unpolluted and 
accessible mostly by trails. 
Scenic: Largely primitive and 
undeveloped, but accessible in 
places by roads. 

Could that designation no 
longer hold true if glyphosate 
is detected in the river? 

According to the article 
in the Sept 17, 2026 Country 
Journal, the recent applica-
tion of herbicide was Lesco 
Prosecutor Pro Herbicide 
and the product’s Safety Data 
Sheet recommends not apply-
ing the product directly to 
water or to areas where surface 
water is present. 

I do agree with Lewis and 
Baillargeon, that town resi-
dent’s should have adequate 
notice when this is happening 
so they can decide if they want 
to be near the dams and their 
waterways, avoid swimming 
or consuming fish. 

Jill Rose
Huntington

Reader has concerns about 
herbicides in environment

This law needs to be 
reversed. 

It is a direct violation 
of the bill of rights of our 
constitution. The second 
amendment ensures we have 
that choice, a choice not 

given to us by government, 
but a choice protected from 
government. 

That which govern-
ment gives can taken away, 
which is precisely why the 
founders never enshrined 

the authority over gun rights 
within the often weak, eas-
ily influenced dominion 
of man. That authority, the 
authority to choose to law-
fully carry or not to carry 
is an individual choice. My 

holster, my choice. 
We need to protect that 

choice. The right of the peo-
ple to keep and bear arms 
shall not be infringed.

Ted Cousineau 
Blandford

Question 9 firearms regulation violates rights to bear arms

Correction
The article about an 

early voting rally in Westfield 
on Oct. 17, which appeared 
in the Oct. 8 edition  incor-
rectly listed the time. The 
time is from 11 a.m.-1 p.m.

The Country Journal 
welcomes readers to par-
ticipate in this year’s state 
election by writing letters 
to the editor for publica-
tion. 

Letters of up to 250 
words from local residents 
endorsing candidates on 
the ballot  or discussing 
campaign issues should be 

sent to Country Journal, 
care of Turley Publications, 
24 Water St., Palmer, MA 
01069, faxed to 413-289-
1977 or emailed to coun-
t r y j o u r n a l @ t u r l e y. c o m 
by noon on Friday, Oct. 
16 to be published in the 
Wednesday, Oct. 22 edi-
tion. No endorsement let-
ters will be printed in the 

last edition before the elec-
tion.

Letter writers need to 
provide their name and the 
town they reside in. 

Please include a day-
t ime te lephone  number 
(for verification purposes 
only) when submitting your 
letter. Your phone number 
will not be printed. 

Election letters must be received by Oct. 16

By Rick Deveny
Guest Columnist

In the autumn of 2001, 
history was sagging under its 
own weight on Clark Wright 
Road in Middlefield.

The historic bank barn 
at Starfire Ranch, a towering 
four-story, 40×90 foot mon-
ument built directly into the 
New England hillside, was 
on the verge of catastrophic 
collapse. 

To the untrained eye, 
she was an old timber-frame 
structure whose time had 
come. But to a carpenter, 
she was a masterpiece. Her 
frame lineage traced back to 
Captain Nathaniel Wright, 
and her skeleton was com-
posed of 90% old-growth 
wild cherry and hemlock 
timbers. 

She had withstood cen-
turies of harsh winters, but a 
massive four-foot sag in her 
center ridge line meant her 
spine was broken. She was 
bowed, broken and desperate 
for a savior.

On Sept .  13,  2001, 
m y  s t r u c t u r a l  m ov i n g 
and shoring crew from 
1-800-LIFTERS Inc. pulled 
onto the property. We set 
up camp in a trailer on-site, 
knowing this wasn’t a job 
you could just drive away 
from at five o’clock. 

Fo r  t h e  n ex t  f o u r 
m o n t h s ,  t h a t  h i l l s i d e 
became our world. We lived, 
breathed and slept in the 
shadow of that barn, fighting 
against time and the steady 
approach of a brutal New 
England winter.

Saving a building of this 
magnitude isn’t about brute 
force; it is an intricate dance 
with gravity. 

We began by construct-
ing massive timber cribbing 
towers inside the belly of 
the barn to establish a secure 
foundation for our heavy 

structural jacks. 
Taking it one agoniz-

ing inch at a time, we began 
the main lift, slowly forcing 
the massive ridge line back 
toward the sky. But when 
you push a building that has 
settled for centuries, it push-
es back. 

As the ridge line rose, 
the tremendous pressure 
caused the old joints to pro-
test and the main ridge line 
split open, causing the tow-
ering sidewalls to bow out-
ward.

Failure wasn’t an option. 
We immediately adapted, 
deploying a system of per-
manent, adjustable cable har-
nesses and chain falls. 

Operating like a team 
of surgeons, we threw lines 
across her upper struc-
ture and carefully pulled 
the bowed walls back into 
dead-true alignment. Once 
the skeleton was straight and 
the four- foot sag was entire-
ly erased, we anchored her 
future. 

We dropped in new, full-
height centerline posts craft-
ed out of solid white oak, 
ensuring she would remain 
standing for another century.

Ins ide  her  res tored 
walls,  we built  custom, 
heavy-duty horse stalls for 
the property owner, Cameron 
“Cam” McNeill. Respecting 
the natural beauty of weath-
ered and aged wood, we 
stud-framed the stalls using 
hemlock actual 2×4” studs. 

We skinned the walls 
with green ash rather than 
seasoned wood, purposefully 
allowing the timber to dry 
naturally over time to cre-
ate perfect gaps for air flow. 
Between the stalls, we left 
3×4 foot openings protected 
by 3/4” galvanized pipe bars 
spaced four inches on center. 

To complete the sta-
bles, we constructed horse 
stall grids using 1-inch ash 

and heavy pipes, fastening 
everything with construction 
screws to make future repairs 
or adjustments seamless.

B y  t h e  t i m e  w e 
packed up our tools on 
Christmas Eve 2001, the 
b i t i n g  M a s s a c h u s e t t s 
freeze had fully set in, but 
the “Grandest Lady” stood 
proud and plumb against the 
hillside. 

We lived in the dirt and 
the cold to save her, driv-
en by a simple professional 
philosophy: that future gen-
erations will look back at 
our building craftsmanship 
with the exact same awe and 
admiration we hold for the 
master craftsmen who came 
a century before us. 

Cam’s barn was the 
crowning achievement of my 
40 year career—a testament 
to what can be achieved 
when you take an impossible 
task one step at a time, with 
gratitude for every small suc-
cess.

Majestic Queen
I got the call but did 

not know where it was that I 
would go

Until I came around a 
bend and saw you there an 
injured friend

You were once a majes-
tic queen, the grandest lady 
on the scene

For centuries you shel-
tered the beasts that worked 
your field, and at harvest 
time you guarded the yield. 
Now your legs were broken 
and your back was weak, 
your skin was cracked and 
your stature meek. Others 
would look and walk away, 
Tear or burn her down they’d 
say.

Like a surgeon I deftly 
led my teams, we straight-
ened your back and repaired 
your beams. For 300 more 
years the beasts  you’l l 
shroud, standing strong, and 
true, and proud.

GUEST COLUMN

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Memoir of structural restoration at Starfire Ranch 

Send Us Your Photos!
countryjournal@turley.com
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BLANDFORD

By Mary Kronholm
Correspondent

BLANDFORD – South 
Street resident Jennifer 
Wands woke up one morning 
last week to discover a baby 
moose in her back yard.  “I 
pulled up the shade and there 
he was,” she said.

It wasn’t too much later 
when momma moose joined 
the youngster in the yard. 
She stretched out I the grass, 
apparently for a nap. And, 
according to Wands, there she 
remained. 

She contacted the state 
Department of Wildlife to find 
out about the animals and their 
habits. She learned that moose 
do sometimes take afternoon 
naps. 

However, momma moose 
remained in her spot, hard-
ly moving, but Wands said 
every once in a while, her foot 
moved.

The baby moose wan-
dered off. 

The next morning, Wands 
and her husband Lee discov-
ered that momma had died 
overnight, and the youngster 
was nowhere to be found.

Moose, along with white 
tail deer, have been found to 
be infected with a meninge-
al worm, Parelaphostrongylus 
tenuis, which infests the deer 
but is more dangerous for the 
moose, which becomes the 
host. The worm invades the 

moose, settling in the brain, 
and eventually kills. It is pre-
dominant now in northern 

forests in central and eastern 
North America, according to 
Wikipedia.

Mother and young moose show up

lb
$335

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

SALE DATES: SALE DATES: 
10/15/26-10/21/2610/15/26-10/21/26

USDA INSP. FROZEN 
PEPPERIDGE FARMS

CHOCOLATE FUDGE
LAYER CAKE 19.6 OZ ......................

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN

COOKED SHRIMP
26/30 COUNT 2 LB BAG ...................

PRICES IN  RED
ARE AT OR BELOW

 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

USDA INSP. 
FROZEN HEAT & EAT

SHRIMP TOAST 12 PC TRAY ............

$159USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN

CHICKEN BREAST 10 LB ..................

ea
$499

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

TAILGATE SPECIALS
lb $1599

USDA INSP. 
VIRGINIA HAM ......................
USDA INSP. 
MUENSTER CHEESE ............

 SLICED IN OUR DELI 
$399

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH STORE MADE BONELESS
STUFFED PORK LOIN CHOPS 
or ROAST W/ PEPPERIDGE STUFFING 

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN

ASSORTED
PORK LOIN CHOPS .................

USDA INSP. STOREMADE BONELESS 
KOREAN BBQ MARINATED

PORK BUTT STRIPS ............
USDA INSP. KAYEM

HOT DOGS 2 LB BOX ................ lb

$335

$888

$399
ea

lb

BEEF TOP ROUND
ROAST or STEAKS

BEEF
STRIPLOIN

$769
lb

$199
lb

$199
lb

CUT CUT 
FREEFREE

WHOLE WHOLE 
OR HALFOR HALF

$299

$777
lb

$177USDA INSP. FRESH

WHOLE CHICKEN WINGS 10 LB BAG  lb

ea

USDA INSP. FOZEN
BABY BACK PORK RIBS TWIN PAK 

5 LB 5 LB 
BAGBAG$529

lb

DIET LEAN 
GROUND BEEF
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total paid distribution: 1,785, free or nominal rate outside 
county copies included on PS Form 3541: 14, free or nominal 
rate in-county copies included on PS Form 3541: 10, free or  
nominal rate copies mailed at other classes through the USPS 
(e.g. First-Class Mail): 12, free or nominal rate distribution 
outside the mail (carriers or other means): 25, total free or 
nominal rate distribution: 61, total distribution: 1,846, copies 
not distributed: 654, total: 2,500, percent paid: 96.7%.

Ellenor Downer
Editor

CJ 10/15/26

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each adver-
tiser is requested to 
check their advertise-
ment the first time it 
appears. This paper 
will not be responsi-
ble for more than one 
corrected insertion, nor 
will be liable for any er-
ror in an advertisement 
to a greater extent than 
the cost of the space 
occupied by the item 
in the advertisement.

permitt ing process for 
small energy infrastructure 
is a key barrier to the devel-
opment of clean energy 
and the Commonwealth’s 
ability to achieve mandat-
ed reduction in greenhouse 
gas emissions by 2050. 

The  law ca l l s  for 
Department of  Energy 
Resources to create an 
optional local permitting 
process for small clean 
energy facilities that caps 
the permitting timeline 
at 12 months, establishes 
a single appeals process, 
while enhancing commu-
nity input and supporting 
equitable project review.

By setting forth new 
regula t ions  and guid-
ance for small clean ener-
gy infrastructure projects, 
DOER provides a more 
efficient and consistent 
permi t t ing  process  to 
facilitate and expedite the 
development of necessary 
clean energy infrastructure, 
while respecting the histor-
ic autonomy of cities and 
towns.

This will cover all 
local boards, commissions 
etc. involved in the deci-
sion-making process inside 
the 12-month time.

Data Center 
Moratorium

Under new business, 
Shartrand’s letter proposing 
a moratorium on data cen-
ters in town was presented. 

The four-page document is 
intended to allow the town 
a “reasonable period of 
time to study their poten-
tial land use, infrastruc-
ture, environmental, pub-
lic health, public safety, 
emergency response fiscal, 
energy, water, noise, traf-
fic and community impacts 
associated with the devel-
opment and operation of 
Data Centers and to con-
sider and adopt appropri-
ate zoning and other lawful 
regulations and governing 
such facilities.”

Coury asked Shartrand 
to take it  back to the 
Community Development 
Coordination Group for 
review, feedback and any 
updates and said the same 
to Cousineau. 

When the document is 
final the board will discuss 
when it can go to the town 
for a vote to submit, pos-
sibly at a November town 
meeting. No date was set.

Post service lease
Ferrera is  working 

with the postal service on 
the lease of the former 
town hall, adjustments will 
be coming and the postal 
service will let the town 
know how close they can 
come to meet financial 
expense expectations.

Halloween party
R e g a r d i n g  t h e 

Halloween party time on 
Oct. 31 from 1-3:30 p.m. 

Shartrand said she had 
been asked why  was the 
party in the middle of the 
afternoon and her response 
has been, “It’s after lunch 
and before supper.” This 
allows trick or treaters to 
go out later. 

Other business
Coury reminded all of 

the library’s groundbreak-
ing on Saturday, Oct. 17 at 
10 a.m. and the Listening 
Session on Monday, Oct. 
19 from 5-6:30 p.m. on all 
things solar with Director 
of Rural Affairs Anne Gobi. 

Questions may be sub-
mitted via the town’s web-
site. Shartrand encourages 
resident participation.

The board, taking the 
lead in fire station con-
struction, has added Greg 
Girard to the group citing 
his construction experience.

Fe r re ra  no ted  the 
remaining vacancy on 
the School Committee; 
Springfield Water  and 
Sewer Commission needs 
a schedule for Beech Hill 
Road tree work and there 
is no swimming allowed 
in the Blair Pond because 
it is protected as a water 
supply; VADAR billing 
issues surrounding a third 
party will be resolved by 
VADAR.

George  Re iche r t ’s 
report to the board on 
Bicentennial  Park was 
postponed until Oct. 19.

SIGN	 from page 1

Photos courtesy of Jennifer Wands
A baby moose was seen in the Wands back yard

Mother moose also was in the Wands back yard.

By Mary Kronholm
Correspondent

BLANDFORD – The 
Wes te rn  New Eng land 
Chapter of the Association 
for Gravestone Studies met 
Saturday, Oct. 10 at the 
Historical Society. 

P u b l i c  h i s t o r i a n 
Elizabeth C. Dearden spoke 
about how in early revolu-
tionary era some of thee 
symbolism reflected the 
political situation in grave-
stones in terms of loss of life. 

S a c r i f i c i a l  d e a t h s 
were involved early on for 
ten years prior to the sign-
ing of the Declaration of 
Independence.

The symbolism was 
reflected also in the media. 
There was also a presentation 
on small pox by Al McKee of 
Longmeadow. 

The  Associa i ton  of 
Gravetone Studies  was 
founded in 1977 for the pur-

pose of furthering the study 
and preservation of grave-
stones. AGS is an interna-
tional organization with an 
interest in grave markers of 
all periods and styles. 

Through its publications, 
conferences, workshops and 
exhibits, AGS promotes the 
study of gravestones from 
historical and artistic per-
spectives, expands public 
awareness of the significance 
of historic grave markers and 
encourages individuals and 
groups to record and preserve 
gravestones. 

At every opportunity, 
AGS cooperates with groups 
that have similar interests.

A n o t h e r  H i s t o r i c a l 
Society event was held 
Friday evening at the White 
Church. The Blues Brothers 
performed at a donation 
only event to a very appre-
ciative audience according to 
Historical Society President 
Chips Norcross. 

Rylan Shepard and public historian Elizabeth Dearden discuss 
similar ancestries

Turley Publications photos by Mary Kronholm
Betsy McKee photographs headstones; this one is for Matheuw 
Proven

Historical Society hosts program on early gravestones



Country Journal  •  Thursday, October 15, 2026	 page 7

Presented by 

James Adams Owner/Broker  
HILLTOWN REAL ESTATE BY ADAMS REALTY 

413-205-7580 • HilltownRealEstate.com

Worthington – A rare architectural gem, the Jonathan 
Woodbridge House, built in 1806, exhibits all the 
classic hallmarks of Federal Georgian design: elegant 
proportions, symmetry and magnificent carved Palladian 
details. The eleven gracious rooms retain original floors, 
paneling and moldings and six fireplaces Offered at 
$875,000

Hillown Real Estate is the #! Selling Real Estate firm in the Hilltown. We Sell your home quickly and stress free. 
We also have cash buyers for homes in need of work. For Buyers and Sellers the best choice in the Hilltowns 

are the agents at Hilltown Real Estate. Call James Adams directly for a quick response. 413-205-7580

Worthington – 47 Acre woodland sanctuary with home 
and guest house in Worthington MA. Home is at the 
end of a quarter mile driveway off a scenic road. 18th 
century style Cape, built in 1990, Extremely private 
compound offered at $814,000

Huntington – A magnificent mix-use home in 
Huntington center. The 2nd and third floor have 
an expansive 3-bedroom apartment on two levels 
with bedrooms on the upper level. Beautiful natural 
woodwork and hardwood floors. The first floor has 
a commercial tenant but could be a residential use. 
Offered at $335,000

Worthington – A very special 18th century authentic 
reproduction post and beam on a tranquil country road. 
One of the finer homes in Worthington set on just under 
six acres of peaceful forest. The home was built in 1976 
with high-quality craftsmanship. The home is built with 
vintage integrity. Offered at $559,000

Worthington – You will be impressed by this incredible 
three-bedroom home with a full in law apartment! Like 
new conditions. Everything you could ever ask for with 
a three-bedroom 2.5 bath dream home with a separate 
2 Bedroom full bath, accessory unit for extended family 
Offered at $799,000

Middlefield – Historic Country Home + Hobby Farm 
with majestic views of the hills and local pastures. 
This beautiful historic country home has room for the 
animals and a two floor barn. Offered at $337,000

Hilltown Hiking Adventures

Submitted photos
Department Conservation and 
Reservoir has signage guiding 
the way.

Above, one of the canine 
members of the Western 
Massachusetts Hilltown 
Hikers walks over the bridge 
on the trial to the plane crash 
memorial is sometimes muddy. 
Left, a closeup of the top of the 
plane crash memorial.

Garnet Peak in Peru 
once had long views 
of the Richmond Fire 

Tower and the Yokun Seat, 
now a bit overgrown but it 
still has plenty of garnets. 

There is Department of 
Conservation and Recreation 
signage on Curtin Road  in 
Peru directing people to the 
rocky old road so they actu-
ally don’t get lost because 
there is no cell service in the 
wilds of Peru. 

In  1935 Peru State 
Forest was a prime get-
away  des t ina t ion .  The 
newspaper headlines read 
“Lookout Tower Will Cap 
Garnet Peak, 2200- Foot 
Crown of State Reservation-
1500-Acre  Acqu i s i t i on 
and Development of Game 
Preserve With Three Big 
Ponds Considered. Picnic 
grounds made by Civilian 

Conservation Corps work-
ers including two ponds, for 
swimming and stocked with 
trout for fishing.”

“A gravel road has been 
constructed on the north of 
Middlefield Road, where 
all the states 2,000 acres of 
mountain and plateau land 
lies. 

Several additional miles 
of road are planned, includ-
ing three off the present 
route, all with scenic moun-
tain views to Worthington 
and Huntington.” There were 
picnic tables, pavilions, fire 
pits and more built here. Old 
photos show tourists dip-
ping their toes in the small 
streams and manmade swim-
ming holes, now completely 
overgrown but not far off the 
road on Skyline Trail, imag-
ine that.

In this area are three 

dried-up pond beds, Goose 
Pond, Jasenti  Pond and 
Factory Pond, which was 
billed a potential game pre-
serve. The state even had 
planned to build a lookout 
tower on Garnet Peak.   

Because the hilltownss 
were mostly deforested long 
ago they had planted about 
100,000 young trees.

These trees became use-
ful in the last several years 
when DCR logged a good 
sized area of Peru State 
forest, letting some sun 
light in. A wild and remote 
place to visit including the 
plane crash memorial site. 
The old road that cuts thru 
from Middlefield to Peru 
is a great shortcut but only 
during the warm months, 
it does make a great place 
to cross country ski in the 
winter and look for animal 

tracks.
The monument was 

erected on Garnet Peak, on 
the spot where 13 paratroop-
ers died on Aug. 15, 1942. 
The Army Douglas C-53 
transport plane was heading 
for Rhode Island when it 
strayed off course, lost in a 
summer fog. 

It skimmed the tops of 
the trees of the 2,200 foot 
mountain and went down. 
Of the 16 paratroopers on 
board, only three survived.

Matty Bishop, a Peru air 
raid warden, saw the crash 
from her perch in a spotting 
tower, according to a report 
later issued by the states 
Committee on Public Safety. 
Her sons organized a search 
party of town residents. 

As they headed into the 
woods, they heard a sig-
nal shot from the plane and 

respond-
ed with a 

shotgun blast into the air. 
Only one of the soldiers 
was still able to walk when 
the rescuers arrived and the 
three survivors were badly 
injured. The plane had sliced 
through 60 yards of woods, 
clearing a 60-foot-wide trail.

I n  t he  i n t e rven ing 
decades, the woods have 
healed that scar, and the 
only remnant is a slight thin-
ning of the trees and a touch 
more sunlight, just enough 
to keep the ferns away.  

The  spot  was  fi r s t 
marked with a wooden cross 
and the townspeople raised 
money for the more perma-
nent memorial, which was 
installed in 1946. 

Sara Adams remem-

bers attending church din-
ners for the monument as a 
girl, when she heard stories 
from her father, Edward 
Shuttleworth, of his night 
among the search party. At 
the time, this crash was the 
third worst in America.

Sadly the State Park was 
eventually closed due to no 
toilets and no drinking water 
supply.

Hilltown Hikers trek to Garnet Peak

A Western Massachusetts Hilltown Hiker 
looks at a fire pond along the old road built 
by the Civilian Conservation Corps during the 
Great Depression.

This is the plane crash memorial monument.
Garnets are in the rock face on 
Garnet Hill.



page 8	 Country Journal  •  Thursday, October 15, 2026

Women entrepreneurs 
are not to be underestimat-
ed. Data affirms that wom-
en-owned businesses are 
growing and thriving.

According to North 
One banking, wom-
en-owned firms account 
for more than 12 million 
businesses in the Unit-
ed States. In addition, the 
2024 Wells Fargo Impact of 
Women-Owned Business 
Report, in partnership with 
Ventureneer, Core Wom-
en and Women Impacting 
Public Policy, found the 
number of women-owned 
business increased at a rate 
of 4.5 times between 2019 
to 2023. Women-owned 
businesses are driving eco-
nomic growth, and a deeper 
look at some of the num-
bers supports that notion.

• The Women’s Busi-
ness Enterprise Council 
says there are 12.3 million 
women-owned businesses 
in the U.S., which compris-
es about 40 percent of the 
total number of businesses.

• Women-owned busi-
nesses bring in nearly $2 
trillion every year, says the 
National Women’s Busi-
ness Council.

• During the pandemic, 
women-owned businesses 
added 1.4 million jobs and 
$579.6 billion in revenue 
to the economy, says Wells 
Fargo.

• World Bank indi-
cates that roughly one-third 
of principal owners of all 
businesses are female.

• WBENC advises that 
64 percent of new wom-
en-owned businesses are 
started by women of color.

• Women’s Business 
Enterprises Canada says 

more than 85 percent of 
buying decisions are influ-
enced by women. The Ca-
nadian Minister of Small 
Business notes that wom-
en business ownership is 
growing. In 2023, approx-
imately 18.4 percent of all 
businesses in Canada were 
majority owned by women, 
compared to 15.6 percent in 
2017.

• According to Forbes, 
women-led tech compa-
nies achieve a 35 percent 

higher ROI. A Forbes study 
with First Round Capital, a 
venture capital firm, found 
female-founded business-
es in their portfolio out-
performed male-founded 
companies by more than 60 
percent.

Women-owned busi-
nesses are making a large 
impact on North America 
and around the world. Such 
firms continue to employ 
millions of people and fos-
ter strong economies.

Women-owned 
businesses are thriving

For nearly 75 years, 
Wolcott Realty has been 
a trusted name in real 

estate in Russell, MA, and the 
surrounding communities. 
Today, that tradition of 
personal service and local 
expertise continues through a 
dedicated team that includes 
three accomplished Realtors: 
Eva Best, Dorinne Rodriguez, 
and Mary O’Connell.

Each brings her own 
experience, strengths, and 
commitment to helping clients 
successfully navigate the 
buying and selling process.

Dorinne Rodriguez is known for her customer-focused approach 
and willingness to go the extra mile. She provides personalized attention and 
care throughout the buying or selling process, helping clients feel informed, 
supported, and confident every step of the way. 

Eva Best is dedicated to helping clients find the perfect fit, whether they are 
buying or selling a home. She combines strong local knowledge with attentive, 
personalized service and works tirelessly to help her clients achieve their real 
estate goals.

Mary O’Connell has a successful track record of selling properties 
throughout the region and across the state, including Eastern Massachusetts. 
She also assists clients relocating outside the area by connecting them with 
trusted real estate professionals in other markets.

Adding another dimension of expertise to the Wolcott Team is Martin 
O’Connell, Owner/Broker of Wolcott Realty and an area attorney. Martin 
specializes in real estate law as well as Wills and Estates, providing clients with 
valuable legal knowledge and guidance. His law office is conveniently located 
within Wolcott Realty in Russell, with an additional office in Springfield.

Together, the Wolcott Team combines nearly 75 years of local roots with real 
estate experience, personalized service, and the added advantage of in-house 
legal expertise. Whether buying, selling, relocating, or planning for the future, 
clients can count on knowledgeable guidance and a team committed to helping 
them every step of the way.

Ready to make your next move? Contact the Wolcott Team:
Dorinne Rodriguez • 413-519-2976

Eva Best • 413-241-1848
Mary O’Connell • 413-218-4344

Martin O’Connell • 413-537-6523

142 Westfield Road
Russell, MA 01071

wolcottrealty.com

BUSINESSWomen in week
Celebrate

Women-owned businesses are driving economic growth, 
and a deeper look at some of the numbers supports that 
notion.

B E  B E L L A  B O U T I Q U E
From a 20-foot fashion truck to a downtown Westfield Boutique

In September 2020, Bethany Liquori began her fashion 
journey with a 20 foot- mobile boutique, traveling throughout 
Massachusetts and Connecticut and bringing the latest 

women’s fashion trends directly to customers.  For a year and a 
half, the boutique on wheels became a familiar sight as Bethany 

built relationships with women throughout the area and discovered 
just how much she loved helping people feel confident in what they 

were wearing. But life as a mom of six made the mobile boutique challenging.  Many of the 
events were held on nights and weekends, making it increasingly difficult to balance family 
life and sports with the demands of a growing business. 

Bethany knew it was time to make a change.Taking another leap of faith, she opened 
the doors to Be Bella Boutique in downtown Westfield, taking a chance on the local retail 
community and turning her dream into a permanent home.More than six years later, Be Bella 
has become much more than a place to shop for clothes.  For Bethany, it has been about the 
people who walk through the door.  “Be Bella is not just about selling clothes,” says Bethany.  
“It’s about making women feel good about themselves and creating an experience where 
everyone feels welcomed.” That experience is something Bethany and her employee Colleen 
Saloomey work hard to create every day,  Colleen has been a very important part of the Be 
Bella family and, as Bethany describes her, is truly the heart and soul of the store.  Together 
they strive to provide personalized service that makes every customer feel seen,

heard, and valued.  Whether someone is looking for the perfect outfit, needs help finding 
something that makes them feel confident, or wants to enjoy a fun shopping experience, the 
goal is always the same: for every woman to walk out of Be Bella feeling beautiful from head 
to toe.

From its humble beginnings in a 20-foot mobile boutique to its home in downtown 
Westfield, Be Bella Boutique has grown through hard work, family support, loyal customers, 
and a genuine love for fashion and people.

Bethany is incredibly grateful for the community that has supported her journey and 
helped make her dream a reality.

As Be Bella looks toward the future, Bethany’s vision is simple: continue bringing unique 
and fashionable styles to the women of Westfield and surrounding communities while 
creating the kind of shopping experience that keeps customers coming back-not just for 
clothes, but for connection.

After more than six years in business, Bethany is excited for what’s ahead and looks 
forward to continuing to make Be Bella Boutique a special part of downtown Westfield.

What started 
as a little dream – 
and a little bit of a 

leap of faith – 
has grown into a 

local thriving business 
in the heart of 

downtown Westfield.

A warm and vibrant young woman who started painting professionally 
at age 14 when her grandfather tasked her with making over a very rundown 
apartment inside his rental building. 17 years later and Madison now has 
her very own painting business, inspired by her best friend Crisabeth, who 
empowered her to become an independent Business Woman and to truly 
make her mark on the world!

For Madison, painting is personal. It’s about the person or people she is 
helping with her creative gifts. She loves to collaborate with clients to create 
environments that are uplifting and harmonious and which include a personal 
feel for the client because they were part of the process. 

She enJOYs the relationships that develop during the time she is working 
on a project and is always there to offer a helping hand, even putting her 
brush down to help carry in the groceries. For Madison, this work is not a 
commercial gig, it’s a journey back to being truly human. 

Madison travels to paint anywhere in Western Massachusetts. She is very 
familiar with the Hilltowns, Westfield, Agawam, Southwick, Springfield, etc.  
So if your area code is 413, call Bee & Me to see what the BUZZZ is about!

Meet Madison

413-575-1413

From
classrooms 

to nurseries, 
to grand foyers and 

yes, even funeral homes...

BEE & ME PAINT 
has got you covered! 

   IN COLOR THAT IS!
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Luci’s Loving Care 
owner 

Originally from Curitiba, Brazil, 
I moved to the United States three 
decades ago with hope, determination, 
and a dream of creating a better life. 
Like many immigrants, I learned to 
adapt, work hard, and embrace every 
opportunity that came my way. My 
experiences working in different roles, 
especially caring for others, eventually 
led me to discover my true passion: 
helping people feel safe, valued, and 
cared for.

Today, I am the proud owner of 
Luci’s Loving Care, a non-medical 
home care agency dedicated to 
providing compassionate care in the 
comfort of people’s homes. Building 
my business from the ground up has 
been one of the greatest accomplishments of my life. I am especially proud that Luci’s 
Loving Care has been named Best Home Care Services in the Gazette’s Readers’ 
Choice Awards for two consecutive years, 2025 and 2026. This recognition is a 
reflection of the dedication of our entire team and the trust of the families we serve.

When not at work, I love traveling, attending comedy shows and music 
concerts, and making memories with my family. I am especially grateful for the 
incredible support of my family, who continue to encourage me and celebrate every 
step of my journey. Their love reminds me that success is even more meaningful when 
you have people to share it with.

Lucimara Galo  

LUCI’S LOVING CARE
Home Care Services

Offering compassionate, kind and experienced care for over 20 years.
Services include but not limited to:

• Personal care assistance • Companionship • Dementia/Alzheimer’s support
• Transportation and errands • Meal preparation & light housekeeping

• Medication reminders, post-surgery care

Care from the heart in the comfort of your home

Lucimara Galo - Owner / CEO
lcmrgalo@gmail.com

 (413) 320-0240

Check us out Facebook or Website
Luci’s Loving Care

www.lucislovingcare.com

BUSINESSWomen in week
Celebrate

Vanessa 
started love at first sight with a two-fold aim 
of helping to provide a more sustainable 
and higher quality option for purchasing 
clothing, gifts, and home goods and 
collaborating with people in the community 
who could use some extra income by 
consigning quality items they no longer 
need. Vanessa also provides a space for local 
artists and craftspeople to sell their goods.

Follow on 
Social Media

 Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/love.at.first.sight.consignment/

“Breathe. Relax. Let go.” 
Yoga students of Sally Barber hear these 

words again and again! Sally loves helping 
people to breathe better and to relax deeply. She 
loves guiding movements that release physical 
tensions and ease mental agitations. She loves 
teaching yoga!

This love for yoga began when Sally took a 
yoga class one semester while attending Boston 
University. At that time, she had no idea how 
yoga would transform her life and influence the 
trajectory of her work.

While teaching yoga began as a hobby for Sally, it soon escalated 
into the Westfield Yoga Center. It’s now been three decades! More 
than thirty years of leading yoga classes to optimize individual health. 
More than thirty years of reaching out to surrounding communities to 
maximize well being.

Looking forward, the Westfield Yoga Center anticipates more 
yoga, more personal health, and more community wellness. Sally 
Barber invites you to join her for yoga. Hear her words for yourself and 
experience the comfort and ease that come when you breathe, relax 
and let go.

WESTFIELD YOGA CENTER
94 North Elm Street, Suite 211, Westfield, MA 01085

(413)-568-8989   •   e-mail: Westfield.Yoga@Verizon.net
www.westfieldyogacenter.com

R. BARRETT    Studios/Gallery
Rosemary comes from a long line of artists, artisans and craftsman 

from her mother’s lineage.  Shem Drown, a well known tinsmith made the 
grasshopper weathervane on top of Fanuiel Hall and the Rooster on the 
top of the Old North church in Boston when the country was founded. 
This history and love of the arts has propelled many in the family towards 
a satisfying way of life and creativity.

Rosemary finds this satisfaction through sharing her education with 
others. She has gathered the know how of many disciplines of art, 
accomplishing oil and acrylic painting, pastels, colored pencil, drawing, 
murals, sculpture and color to give a few examples within her long career.  
Starting with The School of the Worcester Art Museum with a Ford 
Foundation and museum scholarships. After her training, she launched 
her career painting murals in Europe and throughout the coasts of the 
U.S. Within the world of murals, Rosemary specialized in the French 
technique Tromp L’ Oiel (to fool the eye). 

Later, she began to teach students from young to elderly while 
painting and selling her own work. Watching people blossom and shine 
is a joy and acknowledgment of the value of the arts. Art is medicine on 
many levels.  It is a pleasure to offer and share the skills that enhance 
one’s abilities . Rosemary has an impressive array of awards and list of 
publications from the Berkshires “Artful Mind” to the New York Times. 
Rosemary’s resume can be shared on request. Currently, she is launching 
a series of classes focused on exploration of color. So if you are feeling 
inspired to play with color and open to your creative side, reach out to 
Rosemary at (860) 671-1023 to join the fun!

R. BARRETT    
Studios/Gallery 

8 Main Street, Huntington
rbarrettstudios.com

Gift certificates are available for Rosemary’s upcoming classes 
working with oil & acrylic on board.
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up to $2,000 could be need-
ed to install the culverts. 
Her first estimate to replace 
the deck came in at an addi-
tional $11,700.

Police Department
In other business, Chief 

of Police Robert Garriepy 

presented an updated Police 
Use of Force policy that he 
and Drabiuk had worked 
through to bring into state 
compliance. The issue had 
also been brought to the 
select board’s attention at 
their Sept. 23 meeting. The 

new policy was unanimous-
ly approved with an effec-
tive date of Sept. 24, 2026. 

Chester railroad stop
Finally, the board met 

with Chester Selectman 
Brian Forgue to hear a 
request to submit a letter 
in support of Chester being 
named a railroad stop on 
the planned West-East Rail 
Corridor. The proposed cor-
ridor would connect Boston 
and Albany via passenger 
trains. 

Chester is advocating 
on this issue as something 
that would benefit all of the 
local towns. It is a halfway 
point between Springfield 
and Pittsfield and the town 
has the infrastructure to cre-
ate the rail stop. 

The Huntington board 
decided to submit a revised 
letter that includes a request 
for an additional quick-stop 
in Huntington to promote 
tourism such as during the 
canoe races or foliage sea-
son, but agreed that Chester 
was the best choice for a 
main stop. Forgue said he 
would notify them when 
meetings take place to 
determine this.

Other business
The board also dis-

cussed the three state 
grants totaling $1.47 mil-
lion recently announced 
to complete road work on 
Lit t levil le  and County 
Roads and to create a 
Master Plan for the commu-
nity. 

HUNTINGTON

Turley Publications photo by Wendy Long
Mary Arkoette’s home on 21 Nagler Cross Rd. is experiencing 
significant damage from water running onto her property from 
the road. This photo shows where her deck used to be, before it 
was degraded by the runoff and had to be removed. Arkoette’s 
costs to install a driveway culvert and replace the deck are 
mounting and she fears the water will not abate enough after 
the culvert is installed.

SELECT BOARD	 from page 1

HUNTINGTON  – The 
Westfield River Watershed 
Association and the Western 
Mass. Fly Fishermen will 
honor their late president 
with the free Bill Rose 
Memorial Fly Fishing clinic 
on Saturday, Oct. 17 from 9 
a.m.-noon on the Westfield 
River in the turnout on 
Route 20 in Huntington. 

The turnout on the 
Westfield River is across 
from the Huntington Health 
Center. Children and teens 
are welcome with the super-
vision of an adult at this 
family-friendly event.  

“Come out and learn 
about fly fishing from the 
experts. Join us as we enjoy 
a beautiful fall day on the 
Westfield River,” encour-
ages Mark Damon, current 
WRWA president. “Bill 
Rose was president of both 
the WMWA and the WMFF 
at the time of his death. 
He loved fly fishing. In his 
memory, we invite folks to 
try fly-fishing for the first 
time or get expert tips and 
coaching for the experi-
enced fisherfolk out there.”

People can drop in 
throughout the morning and 
watch a fly-tying demon-
stration and practice casting. 
A life-long fly-fisherman, 
Bill Rose was always shar-
ing his passion. “Beginners 
are welcome. It’s not as 
complicated as it looks 
on TV,” he would declare. 
“Kids as young as 6 can 
successfully tie simple flies 
and cast their lines. You only 
need to cast out a few feet 
to successfully catch fish in 
our local streams and riv-
ers.”  

According to Joseph 
Boulia, another WRWA 
board member and a fisher-
ies expert, “The Westfield 

River and its watershed has 
some of the best cold water 
fishing in the state. There 
are native brown trout in 
our waters. The rainbow 
trout that are prized by 
anglers are also stocked in 
our streams and tributaries 
by the Mass. Division of 
Fisheries and Wildlife.”

 “It makes for good 
fishing,” states Harold 
Norman, a long-time mem-
ber of the WMFF.  “I love 
flying ties and sharing my 
skills with others. I don’t go 
out often these days, being 
a little older. But one of my 
buddies picks me up every 
now and then and we do 
a little fishing. It doesn’t 
matter much if we catch 
anything because mostly 
we catch-and-release now, 
to help protect our local 
resources.” Norman adds, 
“I’ll be there in Huntington 
on the 18th ready to teach 
the folks who show up.”

In addition to fly fish-
ing activities, Damon, who 
is a biologist, will be on 
hand to net insects from the 
river and help participants 
learn to identify them under 
microscopes. “Knowing 
what the fish eat and how 
those bugs behave in the 
water helps make folks bet-
ter fishers,” says Damon. 
“The flies you tie need to 
mimic the real bugs to 
entice the fish.” The WMFF 
will  guide participants 
through tying simple flies 
that they can use when they 
go out on their own.

WRWA encourages 
people, who own a fly rod 
and want to learn more 
about using it, to bring it 
to the clinic. For those who 
have never tried fly fishing 
before, some equipment 
will be available to use at 

the clinic. “A decent begin-
ning fly-fishing combo is 
available for about $75 com-
plete,” according to the fish-
ermen’s group. “Take up the 
challenge of outwitting the 
fish. It’s great family fun. If 
you have an interest in fish-
ing and want to try fly-fish-
ing, then come out and join 
us.”

Damon adds that as a 
tribute to Bill Rose a begin-
ning fly-fishing set will be 
given to a young participant, 
who otherwise would not 
be able to access the sport. 
“Our organizations are com-
mitted to making the river 
and its environment acces-
sible, safe and fun for all 
those who live in our water-
shed.  We strongly encour-
age people from all walks 
of life and ages to come and 
learn some of the basics of 

this sport.”
There will be a porta-

ble toilet on site. The clinic 
will be held rain or shine, 
barring extremely stormy 
weather.  

The Westfield River 
Watershed Association was 
established in 1953 to pro-
tect and improve the natural 
resources of the watershed, 
as well as to expand recre-
ational and other land use 
opportunities for people’s 
enjoyment and for sound 
ecology.  To learn more, 
visit www.westfieldriver.
org. 

The Western Mass. Fly 
Fishermen offer a free Fly-
Tying Class on Monday 
nights  in  January and 
February at the Ludlow Elks 
Club. For more information, 
people may visit https://
wmffclub.org/.

Fly fishing clinic takes place Oct. 17

By Wendy Long
Correspondent

HUNTINGTON 
– The Huntington 
Public Library, 7 East 
Main St. “Day in the 
Life” series resumes 
on Tuesday, Oct. 
20 at 6 p.m. with a 
visit from artist, gal-
lerist and educator 
Rosemary Barrett. 

Library Director Amanda 
Loiselle modeled this speak-
er’s series after an interna-
tional program called “The 
Human Library,” which start-
ed in Coppenhagen, Denmark 
in 2000. It is now active in 
over 80 countries and allows 
the public to hear about life 
experiences that are different 
from their own. 

Loiselle also envisions it 
as a vehicle to meet and get to 
know an area resident while 
learning about their experi-
ences and abilities.

Barrett has a gallery 
located at 8 Main St., that 
showcases artwork, has space 
for art instruction and serves 
as her own studio. She is an 
award-winning artist, who 
has received awards from 
art shows, arts organizations 

and even had 
an ornament 
selected for the 
White House 
Christmas tree 
in 2001.

A s  a n 
instructor, she 
ha s  o ff e r ed 
classes in oil 
a n d  a c r y l i c 
painting, pas-
tels, drawing, 

and composition. She has also 
offered one day seminars in 
guided projects for beginners 
where students can create 
things like mini-paintings or 
ornaments.  

She began her  for-
mal art education at Clark 
University’s School of the 
Worcester Art Museum. She 
also apprenticed with Greg 
Wyatt and was an Artist in 
Residence at  St. John the 
Divine in New York City. 

Her background includes 
Trompe L’Oeil and mural 
painting, which she has done 
for numerous decorators and 
clients throughout the world 
including private and civic 
commissions in Brussels, 
Belgium. This program is 
open free of charge to the 
public. 

Rosemary Barrett 
to speak at library

Photo courtesy of Westfield River Watershed Association
Bill Rose is shown fly-fishing. 

By Wendy Long
Correspondent

H U N T I N G T O N  – 
Town Administrator Jennifer 
Peloquin announced the town 
of Huntington won three 
grants totaling $1,468,500, 
which will improve a section 
of road on Littleville Road, 
prepare engineering and per-
mitting documents for future 
work to be done on County 
Road and funding to prepare 
a comprehensive Master Plan 
for the town’s future. 

All three grants were 
fully funded. 

Tighe & Bond wrote 
a $1 million grant from the 
state’s Executive Office of 
Economic Development for 
the Littleville Road Safety 
Project. It will fund the final 
design, permitting and recon-
struction of about 4,000 feet 
of Littleville Road between 
Route 112 and Goss Hill 
Road. 

Areas addressed include 
drainage problems, embank-
ment instability, degraded 
pavement and roadside safe-
ty hazards. It will improve 
safe access to the Gateway 
Regional School campus, 
which also serves as an emer-
gency shelter facility. 

It will also improve 
access to Littleville Dam and 
surrounding neighborhoods as 
well as boost the road’s abil-
ity to endure severe weather 
events. 

The road provides access 
to Littleville Dam, which 
serves as a major recreational 
area. A 48-inch water trans-
mission line is located under-
neath the road in an area that 
has embankment instability, 
resulting in concerns over the 
integrity of the road and the 
utility infrastructure.

Poor drainage and ero-
sion have led to significant 
deterioration of the road 
impacting the pavement, 
shoulder, guardrails and 
pedestrian access.

Preliminary engineer-
ing evaluations identified the 
improvements that need to be 
made. The design and per-

mitting are expected to take 
about six months with con-
struction starting the follow-
ing spring; the entire project 
should be complete within 
approximately 18 months. 

Tighe & Bond also 
wrote a $318,500 grant for 
similar work along a three-
mile section of County Road, 
connecting Route 112 to 
Route 66. Also funded by the 
Executive Office of Economic 
Development, the project will 
fund the preliminary work 
needed to improve drainage, 
safety and overall infrastruc-
ture and position the town to 
pursue future construction 
funding. 

County Road is a critical 
rural transportation corridor 
that serves residents, farms, 
small businesses, emergency 
responders, school transporta-
tion and travelers. According 
to the grant, the road is 
classified as a Rural Major 
Collector that carries a lot of 
daily traffic. 

It contains a 780 foot 
elevation change with a 10% 
grade. Failing culverts, ero-
sion and other factors create 
drainage, maintenance and 
safety challenges. In the sum-
mer of 2024, the road was 
closed for three days due to 
a culvert failure; three other 
culverts already show similar 
deficiencies.  

The road has a recent 
history of documented public 
safety concerns due to steep 
grades, horizontal curves and 
other factors causing hazard-
ous driving conditions. 

In the past four years, 
over twenty crashes have 
occurred along this section 
of road. In October 2024, a 
tri-axle truck overturned 
resulting in a full road clo-
sure, utility damage and a sig-
nificant emergency response. 
It is part of two daily school 
bus runs making reliabil-
ity and safety particularly 
important. 

Engineering and design 
services will address these 
deficiencies and form the 
basis of a plan that outlines 
an implementation sequence, 

funding opportunities, climate 
resilience and a reduction in 
necessary emergency repairs. 

It will also establish a 
path toward the permitting, 
final design and construction 
that is needed.  The design 
process should be completed 
within one year of the grant 
award.

The Pioneer  Val ley 
P l a n n i n g  C o m m i s s i o n 
secured a One Stop for 
Growth grant to build upon 
grassroots public outreach 
and community visioning 
already underway and help 
the town of Huntington create 
its first comprehensive Master 
Plan, which will align other 
plans, land use regulations 
and proposed investments. 

Funded through the 
Executive Office of Housing 
and Livable Communities, 
the $150,000 grant expects 
the proposed master plan to 
be ready for final adoption 
by mid-2028. The Master 
Plan will pull from a num-
ber of documents already in 
place but not interconnect-
ed, including the 2024 Age-
Friendly Huntington report, 
the 2025 Open Space and 
Recreation Plan and the 2027 
Economic Development 
Strategic Plan. 

It will also outline a com-
munity profile, vision and 
goals, zoning recommenda-
tions and recommendations 
on housing, economic devel-
opment, infrastructure and 
transportation. The timeline 
includes several opportunities 
for public input and engage-
ment during this work. 

According to PVPC, 
a 31% population decline is 
forecast by 2050 meaning that 
strategic planning is of criti-
cal importance to the town’s 
future. This, coupled with the 
possibility of the East-West 
Railway and emerging issues 
such as solar and battery 
storage infrastructure or data 
centers require an effective 
comprehensive plan to man-
age future needs and trends to 
preserve rural character and 
maintain a high quality of life 
for the town’s residents.

Town receives three grants
HUNTINGTON – The 

Huntington Council on 
Aging celebrates fall birth-
day on Tuesday, Oct. 13 at 
1 p.m.

BINGO will also be 
played

On Wednesday, Oct. 14 
at 2 p.m. the movie “Nancy 
McPhee” will be shown.

On Oct. 21 at 2 p.m. 
musician and songwriter, 
David Herrera, will perform 
country music with a rock 

and urban pop vibe.
Oct. 28 at 2 p.m. there 

will be a free blood pressure 
check.

N o v e m b e r  e v e n t s 
include on Wednesday, 
Nov. 4 from 1-2 p.m. respi-
ratory illness updates and 
blood pressure check; on 
Wednesday, Nov. 11 the 
movie “Top Gun” and on 
Wednesday, Nov. 18 the Do 
Re Mi Chorus.

The Council on Aging 

welcomes residents and 
community members to par-
ticipate in these programs 
and activities. Whether peo-
ple are interested in health 
and wellness, local history, 
music, movies or simply 
spending time with friends 
and neighbors, there is 
something for everyone.

For more information, 
people may call Crystal 
Wright-Partyka at 413-685-
5283.

COA lists upcoming events

Rosemary Barrett
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PROPANE GAS
PLUMBING • HEATING

(413) 268-8360
TOLL FREE 1-800-464-2053

Family Owned & Operated
3 Berkshire Trail West (Route 9), P.O. Box 102, Goshen, MA 01032

www.georgepropane.com

George
PROPANE INC.

ARCHITECT
JEFFREY SCOTT PENN

77 Worthington Road, Huntington, MA 01050
Tel. 413-531-1868
Fax. 413-667-3082

Email: jspsed@verizon.net

new construction, renovation,
historic preservation

DOWN TO EARTH
EXCAVATING

413+667+ 5269

Highly Regarded Professionals: Complete Site Work,
Septic Development and Repairs. Fully insured.

INC

DOWN TO EARTH
EXCAVATING INC

Paul & Randy LaPointe, Owners Huntington, Mass.

Rev. Down to Earth ad #2:Davis  10/30/12  8:44 AM  Page 1

• Tune Ups
• Installations

• Oil Tanks

Huntington, Massachusetts

Office 413.667.0245
Cell 413.530.7037

jeffsoilburnerservice@hotmail.com

FEED • PET SUPPLIES • CLOTHING • COAL 
WOOD PELLETS • WILD & CAGED BIRDSEED
 POOL SUPPLIES •  MOTOR OILS • FENCING
LAWN & GARDEN SUPPLIES • FERTILIZER

GATEWAY FARM & PET

59 RUSSELL ROAD, HUNTINGTON, MA 01050

1-413-667-2279
TARA GRENIER •  PAUL GRENIER

M-F 8am-5pm
Sat. 8am-4pm

BUSINESS 
DIRECTORY

46 Pitcher Street Donald Washburn
Montgomery, MA 01085   862-3301

Kirke R. Henshaw, Inc.
Water Well Drilling, Water Pump Sales & Service

800-232-4725 • Fax 413-296-4565
Charles R. Henshaw

130 Cummington Rd., W. Chesterfield, MA • 413-296-4725

Water
Testing

•
Water System

Repairs

System
Evaluations

•
Hydrofracture

to Increase Flow

FULLY LICENSED & INSURED 
Huntington, MA • 413-667-3149

dalesstructuralandcarpentry.com

Dale’s
Home Improvement • Additions • Restorations • Repairs

Sagging Floors - Beams - Columns
Sill Timbers - Termite Damage

Foundation Repairs - Piers & Footings 
Chimney Rebuilds

Structural 
& Carpentry

Post 
& Beam 
Repairs

All Day Sunday 10-4ish.  
Bring a lunch

All materials are included
Cost: $32

Work with a supplied image, 
directions and all the acrylics needed 

on a prepared wooden disk with bark. 
Measuring 3 ½” in diameter.  

These ornaments are ready to hang.

Tanager: November 8th
Northern Flicker: November 15th

Wren with Berries: November 22nd

~ GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE ~

R. Barrett Studios
8 Main Street, Huntington • 860-671-1023

www.rbarrettstudios.com
rbarrettstudios@gmail.com

November 8th

November 15th

November 22nd

CHESTER

area’s forward thinkers. In 
my opinion, Chris is a one 
of a kind, generational tal-
ent, who is a resource our 
communities need to become 
aware of.” 

Daley further cautioned, 
“Towns that don’t plan for 
the future tend to not do well 
there.”

Mar tenson  and  h i s 
wife Evie, who serves on 
Chester’s Board of Health, 
bought  and are restor-
ing the property at the foot 
of Johnson Hill Road, for-
merly a summer residence 
for Caroline (Kennedy) and 
Edwin Schlossberg. 

Chris is also leading 
a group of investors work-
ing to restore the Brookside 
Springs Lodge on the prop-
erty and convert it into a 
place where people can 
stay and events can be held. 
Previously a YWCA camp in 
the late 1800s, it was made 
into a retreat by Ted Shawn 
in the 1920s while he was 
establishing Jacob’s Pillow. 

It originally served as a 
summer haven for dancers 
from all over the world. 

Martenson’s background 
gives him unique skills 
and knowledge that can be 
applied to his role as select-
man. 

Through his website 
“Peak Prosperity” Martenson 
describes himself as an infor-
mation scout who tries to 
synthesize what’s happen-
ing in the world. “I think 
my value now is that I come 
up with insight into where 
the world is going, unlike 
Artificial Intelligence.” 

He says that AI can 
only report events but can-
not extract the meaning 
behind them or their impact. 
His online work is currently 
focused on the Iran war and 
power solutions for possible 
energy and fuel shortages 
such as storage batteries and 
solar arrays. 

Energy dependence is 
more relevant than ever he 

said. With the wars in Iran 
and Russia having taken out 
both oil production and oil 
refining, energy costs are set 
to become a true challenge 
for everyone dependent 
on oil for heat, along with 
secondary impacts on food 
inflation. 

And when you are 
energy dependent it is very 
hard to be prosperous, he 
explains. Towns like Chester 
are facing rising costs in 
heating oil, gasoline and 
electricity. “I think there’s a 
lot of energy here,” he said. 
“It was all water-powered for 
a long time. Littleville Dam 
was built with all of the con-
crete pourings to support a 
hydro plant.”

Another issue of con-
cern to Martenson is the 
growth of data centers and 
the demand they are putting 
on energy grids. 

“Data centers are abso-
lute energy pigs,” Martenson 
said. “I call them toast-
ers that don’t make toast. 
Electricity goes in and waste 
heat comes out. Also vid-
eos of cats performing show 
tunes.” 

He said  that  whi le 
states can try and limit their 
demands, the truth is elec-
tricity easily moves across 
state lines. 

H e  s a i d  t h a t 
Massachusetts has the third 
highest electricity costs in 
America and has a lot of 
work to do to make the util-
ity more affordable. At the 
local level this might mean 
working to allow gas pipe-
lines to cross their territories 
if such an option comes up.

“Having been in the seat 
for just less than a month, I 
have a lot to learn,” the new 
selectman admitted. “But it’s 
already clear to me that there 
are many efficiencies that 
can and should be explored, 
especially in the use of tech-
nology to streamline the 
overly (in my view) compli-
cated regulations and paper-

work burdens that the state 
imposes.”

This effort includes div-
ing into the town’s bylaws. 
“I propose that we review 
the rules to make sure they 
still make sense and remove 
or amend those that do not 
provide a positive return to 
Chester,” he wrote in a cam-
paign flyer distributed last 
year shared with town resi-
dents.

Martenson said that this 
might help the town be more 
welcoming. As an example, 
he and Evie were married on 
their farm and worked to rent 
a tent for the festivities. 

When he told a local 
company where he lived, he 
was told they’d bring a tent 
anywhere except Chester due 
to all of the permits and red 
tape requirements. 

“Maybe we could be 
more welcoming. When your 
town is too hard for a tent 
company to work for, maybe 
that begins to account for a 
lack of business,” he said. 
“Every business we lose 
takes something more out of 
the community.” He would 
strive to have just enough 
rules to keep it all working 
but not become counter-pro-
ductive. 

He’d also like to see the 
town bring in grants and cap-
ital campaigns for growth as 
he believes they’re missing 
out on money that could help 
Chester thrive. “I’d like to 
explore hiring grant and cap-
ital campaign writers who 
only get paid when they win 
funding-no upfront cost, just 
results,” he said.

Finally, he’d like to 
continue the progress that 
has been made on business 
improvements in town hall. 
Instead of producing, filing 
and storing paper forms, for 
example, he’d like to look 
at digitizing some of those 
functions. “AI is extraordi-
narily good at structuring 
things. I feel reasonably up 
on the curve on what tech-

nology can and can’t do,” he 
said.

His vision for the com-
munity includes having 
something to do in town 
every night of the week. At 
one time, he said, Chester 
had things like a bowling 
alley and saunas. 

Bringing back restau-
rants and building off of the 
success of the Chester Train 
Station and Chester Theater 
Company could make the 
town a haven for both resi-
dents and visitors. 

Bu t  he  warns  tha t 
things currently happen-
ing on a national level will 
have implications at home. 
He finds the national media 
coverage of the wars with 
Iran and (by proxy) Russia 
is woefully lacking in detail 
and analysis. 

And while local resi-
dents cannot change the tra-
jectories of those wars, we 
all need to be aware of the 
local impacts that are likely 
to result. “We’re all familiar 
with the higher gasoline and 
diesel prices that have result-
ed, but there are going to 
be many more downstream 
impacts in 2027 and possibly 
beyond,” Martenson said. 

“There has been practi-
cally no diplomatic progress 
in the past six months and 
the energy attacks grind on. 

Just this week 14 tankers 
have been struck in the Strait 
of Hormuz (the most since 
the war started, by the way) 
and the Houthis have hit 
Saudi Arabian refining and 
export capacity hard over the 
past 72 hours.” 

“The world faces the 
prospect of true energy short-
ages which are far more dis-
ruptive than rationing due 
to higher prices. Further, 
the loss of both ammonia 
and phosphate fertilizers 
has already driven up farm 
input costs, but there are real 
concerns about those short-
ages for 2027 which would 
certainly impact global food 
supplies,” Martensen said.

He concludes that the 
outcomes of these events are 
uncertain but both towns and 
households should be ready 
for local budgetary stressors. 
“We’ll see, perhaps every-
thing magically resolves 
tomorrow, but I think we’d 
do well to begin asking 
some questions and explor-
ing some options before 
they become mandatory,” 
Martenson said..

In the meantime, he con-
tinues to bring his farm back 
to life. 

He currently has a herd 
of black and white cows and 
keeps chickens. 

T h ey  a r e  p l a n t i n g 

beechnut and hickory trees 
and have a garden for their 
personal use. Soil improve-
ments are being made. And 
he works to restore the 
Brookside Springs Lodge 
into a destination for people 
to come, relax and learn. 

MARTENSON	 from page 1

Children participated in a program Animal Frolics: Playful Tai Chi 
at the Hamilton Memorial Library in Chester.

Submitted photos
These youngsters enjoy creating Tai Chi animals with Doreen at an event at Hamilton Memorial 
Library.

Library 
hosts 
Tai Chi 
for kids

CHESTER – Hamilton 
M e m o r i a l  L i b r a r y,  1 5 
Middlefield Road, Suite 7, 
hosted a program entitled 
“Animal Frolics: Playful Tai 
Chi Experience for Kids” on 
Thursday, Sept. 24.

The children explored 
balance,  mindfulness and 
fun as they experienced Tai 
Chi movements inspired by 
animals.

SUPPORT
COMMUNITY
BUSINESSES
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FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $240.00
Seasoned cut & split $375.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for outdoor 
boilers (Cheap). Quality & volumes guar-
anteed!! New England Forest Products 

(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central 
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood 
Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titanium Stainless 
Steel.  $2K Tax Credit.  Call (508)882-
0178

MISCELLANEOUS
BUILDER SERIOUS WOODWORK 
TOOLS. Jet table saw, Jet shop dust col-
lector, Ryobi 10” planer, Delta 16.5” drill 
press. 413-433-9581.

WANTED! 
CASH for: 

• Machinist tools, power tools 
  & Snap on.
• Electronics & Audio Equipment. 
• Sports Cards. 
• 70s/80s/90s Toys. 
• Antiques & Collectibiles. 
  Much, much more!

Call/Text Sam 
413-531-5381

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glass-
ware, Silver-plated items, watch-
es, Musical instruments, type-
writers, sewing machines, tools, 
radios, clocks, lanterns, lamps, 
kitchenware, cookware, knives, 
military, automotive, fire depart-
ment, masonic, license plates, 
beer cans, barware, books, oil 
cans, advertising tins,hunting, 
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy 
(860) 874-8396

ALWAYS BUYING 
ALL ANTIQUES: 

Musical instruments, guitars, 
horns, keyboards, vintage elec-
tronics, jewelry, coins, watches, 
military cameras, sports mem-
orabilia, art, sterling, signs, au-
tomotive, hunting, advertising, 
radios, ham radio equipment, 
audio equipment, toys, one item 
or entire estate. 

Call Paul 413-206-8688

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming 
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster 
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates. 
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell 
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging. 
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

PJ’s Electrical
MASTER ELECTRICIAN

• Licensed & Insured •
Providing safe, reliable electrical 
services for residential and com-
mercial projects.

NOW OFFERING FREE
CONSULTATIONS.

Call today to schedule your appointment.
(413) 366-1703

(Lic. #24046–A)

DANNY’S ELECTRICAL
SERVICES LLC 

I offer good quality electrical work, no proj-
ect too small, free estimates, service up-
grades, pools, budget friendly, committed to 
satisfaction, dependable & insured. Master 
Lic. #20773-A, Business Lic. #9310-A1. 

Text or call Daniel at 413-218-3301 
or visit my website at 

dannyselectricllc.com 
to fill an online work request

GAGNON ELECTRIC
All types of electrical work. Fully insured. All 
work fully guaranteed. Free estimates. Lic. 
#14960A. 413-533-8867

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile, 
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding, 
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free 
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub 
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe, insured. Professional. Please 
call Bob (413)537-5789.

LAND CLEARING
HENRY’S TREE SERVICE LLC
Clearing and forestry mulching for lot 

clearing, perimeter clearing, 
1-5+ acres & stumping. 

Certified & Fully Insured. Free Estimates. 
Over 30 Years Experience.

Offering Senior Citizen 
& Military Discounts

Call 413-279-1050

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway 
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt 
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.  
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790. 
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING

DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING
Interior only $199.00 for average 12x16 
room. Very neat, references, prompt ser-
vice. Serving Palmer, Barre and surround-
ing area. Call (508)867-2550

PRO PAINTING
Low, low prices. All phases interior, exterior 
painting and wallpapering. Also minor car-
pentry. 413-310-5099.

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL
BOB ROBILLARD’S 

RUBBISH REMOVAL
 

Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned, 
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed. 

Family owned/operated since 1950.
(413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING 
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates. 
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything 
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump 
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and 
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

HENRY’S TREE SERVICE LLC
Tree Removal-Tree Trimming

Storm Damage-Structure Pruning
Forestry Mowing

Certified & Fully Insured.
Free Estimates

Over 30 Years Experience
Offering Senior Citizen 

& Military Discounts
Call 413-279-1050

STUMP GRINDING
DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding 
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

HENRY’S TREE SERVICE LLC
We do what others don’t.

We grind stumps of any size, provide 
cleanup and add loam and seed.

Certified & Fully Insured.
Free Estimates

Over 30 Years Experience
Offering Senior Citizen &

 Military Discounts
Call 413-279-1050

CAMPERS
2011 KEYSTONE MONTANA MOUN-
TAINEER MODEL RKD LENGTH 33’, 2 
SLIDE-OUTS, REAR KITCHEN, SLEEPS 
4, LOTS OF STORAGE. $7000. BRIM-
FIELD (413)374-1880

EDUCATION COORDINATOR 
(Holyoke, MA) wtd to plan/coordinate/mon-
itor child care & educational enrichment 
programs; monitor/evaluate student prog-
ress & program curriculum; maintain a safe 
and healthy environment for students; etc. 

Resume: MHEG INC., 
225 South St., 

Holyoke MA 01040 

We seek an energetic, enthusiastic, 
and well-organized person

for the  position of 
OFFICE ADMINISTRATOR/

CLERICAL PART-TIME. 
This is a part-time position of 20 to 25 
hours per week at $680, depending on
 Workload. Need to be detail-oriented, pos-
sess good customer service  skills, some 
cash & items handling skills. Apply Email: 

wowwhunn@outlook.com

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not 
knowingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

QUAINT WEST BROOKFIELD 
BROOKHAVEN LAKE by babbling 
brook, l-shaped 2bdrm. ranch, 2/full baths, 
finished basement, walkout slider, en-
closed front porch, beach rights. Enjoy na-
ture trails, very quiet private area. $3000/
monthly rental fee. 
Bernice Stone 774-262-6667.

JUNK REMOVAL SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES REAL ESTATE

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Make checks payable to Turley Publications 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  FRIDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.

Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

(413) 687-5552

HOME IMPROVEMENT

CHAMELEON 
PAINTING & REMODELING

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

Remodeling & 
Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured • Free Estimates

413-351-1147

Read your local 
newspaper online at

www.newspapers.turley.com

All real estate advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status (number of 
children and or pregnancy), national 
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

CLASSIFIED 
DEADLINES
FRIDAY AT NOON

www.newspapers.turley.com

AGAWAM ADVERTISER NEWS
BARRE GAZETTE

COUNTRY JOURNAL
CHICOPEE REGISTER

THE JOURNAL REGISTER
THE LUDLOW REGISTER

QUABOAG CURRENT
THE SENTINEL

THE SUN
WILBRAHAM-HAMPDEN TIMES

TOWN REMINDER
WARE RIVER NEWS 

TurleyPublications

turleynews

12 HOMETOWN 
NEWSPAPERS 

413.283.8393
www.turley.com
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069
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Town of Blandford
REBID

Porter Memorial Library
Addition and Renovation
The Town of Blandford is 

accepting bids for the Porter 
Memorial Library Addition 
and Renovation REBID Proj-
ect. Project documents will be 
available 10/7/2026 through 
www.biddocs.com. All bidders 
must use BidDocs.com for all 
bidding processes.  Businesses 
certified by the Supplier Diver-
sity Office are encouraged to 
participate.
10/15, 10/22/2026

PUBLIC NOTICES

 CLUES ACROSS
  1. Small Eurasian deer
  4. Province in Northern 

Ireland
 10. A major division of 

geological time
 11. Broadway actor Lane
 12. Canadian province 

(abbr.)
 14. Human gene
 15. Two
 16. A notable one was 

“blue”
 18. Utter repeatedly
 22. Ring-shaped objects
 23. Sullies
 24. Occurs
 26. Commercial
 27. Near
 28. Tools you may need
 30. A pledge
 31. They start the alphabet

 34. Silk garments
 36. Soviet Socialist 

Republic
 37. Longtime mayor of Rio
 39. Hot meal
 40. A type of gin
 41. Atomic #84
 42. $10 bill
 48. About ground
 50. Medicine man
 51. Seedless raisin
 52. National capital of 

Albania
 53. Appendage
 54. OJ trial judge
 55. European government 

entity (abbr.)
 56. Bike parts
 58. Friend to “Barbie”
 59. Stretched to see or 

hear
 60. Commercials

CLUES DOWN
  1. Make up for
  2. Baltimore ballplayer
  3. Wages
  4. International 

organization of 
countries

  5. Engravers of gems
  6. Declared as fact
  7. One who steals
  8. Jewelry
  9. Hospital worker
 12. Nonsense (slang)
 13. Town in Galilee
 17. Value
 19. Alternative identity
 20. Sheep in their second 

year
 21. Town in Surrey, 

England
 25. Appropriate to a time 

of year

 29. Creative work
 31. Recesses
 32. Largely forested 

municipality in 
Germany

 33. Rider of Rohan
 35. Ancient symbol co-

opted by Nazis
 38. Pioneer
 41. Scribe
 43. Painted a bright color
 44. Member of British 

nobility
 45. “Pulp Fiction” actress 

Thurman
 46. Helps people walk
 47. Crest of a hill
 49. People of southeastern 

Alaska
 56. One’s own device
 57. The Mount Rushmore 

State

an
sw

er
s

THIS WEEK’S HOROSCOPES

NATIONALLY ADVERTISED MERCHANDISE FOR ALL MAKES & MODELSWESTFIELD
AUTO PARTS INC

AUTO PARTS 
& SUPPLIES

WHOLESALE   RETAIL

Dial 568-8944 or 568-1611  FAX # 568-1554

★ Complete Auto Machine Shop Service   ★ Engine Rebuilding Of All Kinds
★ Authorized Caterpillar Hydraulic Hose Dealer   ★ Hydraulic Hoses

Call “DALE”      8-12 BIRGE AVE., WESTFIELD

Now stocking 
Car Quest 

Filters made 
by WIX,

Amalie Oil,
Bailing Twine 

&
Tractor Parts

Fun By The 
Numbers
Like puzzles? 
Then you’ll love 
sudoku. This 
mind-bending 
puzzle will have 
you hooked from 
the moment you 
square off, so 
sharpen your 
pencil and put 
your sudoku 
savvy to the test!

ARIES
Mar 21/Apr 20
Focus your energy on 
family and home this 
week, Aries. Although you 
might feel more comfort-
able working alone, you 
may find yourself doing 
group work soon enough.

TAURUS
Apr 21/May 21
You have lots of mental 
energy this week, Taurus. 
You might be pushed into 
a leadership role that will 
help you feel indepen-
dent.  
 
GEMINI
May 22/Jun 21
Sports and competitive 
physical activities might 
appeal to you this week, 
Gemini. Teams, friends 
and group activities will 
be priorities, as will shar-
ing ideas.

CANCER
Jun 22/Jul 22
You will be noticed this 
week and you will be 
encouraged to speak 
up and share your point 
of view. Be humble, but 
keep the courage of your 
convictions.

LEO
Jul 23/Aug 23
Explore new ideas, meet 
new people and learn 
new things. Politics and 
controversial subjects 
might appeal to you, 
but probably should be 
avoided right now.

VIRGO
Aug 24/Sept 22
Don’t  agree to anything 
significant this week. In-
stead, do your homework 
and gather all of your 
information before you 
commit to a major proj-
ect or expense.

LIBRA
Sept 23/Oct 23
Libra, you might attract 
someone to you this 
week who is interesting 
but a bit feisty. See what 
they have to say because 
it might be enlightening 
in some way.

SCORPIO
Oct 24/Nov 22
You are ready to roll up 
your sleeves and work, 
Scorpio. Keep in mind 
that you might have to 
delegate some things to 
others because you tend 
to take on too much.

SAGITTARIUS 
Nov 23/Dec 21
Be patient with spous-
es, partners and close 
friends, Sagittarius. Your 
patience will pay off and 
others will appreciate 
your calm demeanor. 

CAPRICORN
Dec 22/Jan 20
You might be tempted 
to make some improve-
ments around home this 
week, Capricorn. Start 
with the spaces you use 
the most and then build 
from there.

AQUARIUS
Jan 21/Feb 18
You feel energized and 
ready to take charge, 
Aquarius. This week you 
will defend your ideas 
and explain what you 
want. Some people will 
agree with your line of 
thinking.

PISCES
Feb 19/Mar 20
Restrict your spending 
to the essentials this 
week, Pisces; otherwise, 
you might be tempted to 
spend money quickly and 
rashly.

OLD SOULS WELCOME HERE!OLD SOULS WELCOME HERE! 
Curating a collection of vintage home decor, Curating a collection of vintage home decor, 
jewery, and unique antiques that tell a storyjewery, and unique antiques that tell a story.

Entering Jupe’s Shop is like... Entering Jupe’s Shop is like... 
walking into a giant Treasure Chest! walking into a giant Treasure Chest! 
Come on in and find...Come on in and find...
  •  • Meaningful GiftsMeaningful Gifts
  •   • Beautiful Unique Decor PiecesBeautiful Unique Decor Pieces 
  •   • Eclectic & Authentic JewelryEclectic & Authentic Jewelry
  •   • Nostalgic TreasuresNostalgic Treasures
  •   • Sentimental SouvenirsSentimental Souvenirs
  •   • And So Much More!And So Much More!

Visit Jupe inside The Mill at Crane PondVisit Jupe inside The Mill at Crane Pond
77 Mill Street, Suite 011, Westfield77 Mill Street, Suite 011, Westfield
413-579-1882413-579-1882
Follow Us On Facebook!Follow Us On Facebook!

Worthington 
Public Hearing Notice

The Town of Worthington will hold a public hearing at Town Hall 
Monday, November 2, 2026, at 6:30 PM, to discuss the discontinu-
ance of winter maintenance on the following roads from November 
15, 2026, to May 1, 2027:
Almon Johnson Road 	 Feakes’ Driveway (#98) to West Street
Dingle Road	 Prucnal’s Driveway (#8 at Old North 	
	 Road) to Hall’s Driveway (#142)
Goss Hill Road	 Lombard’s Driveway (#264) to 		
	 Chester Line
Kinne Brook Road	 Red Bucket’s Driveway (#584) to 
	 Chester Line
Patterson Road	 Justamere’s Driveway (#248) to		
	 Chester Line
Prentice Road	 Dasser’s Driveway (#130) to Fairman Road
Starkweather Road	 River Road End will not be plowed
Thayer Hill Road	 Sweeney’s Driveway (#150) to Ryan’s
	 Driveway (#215)
West Street	 Barbehenne’s Driveway (#829) to	
	 Chester Line

Virtual access: 
https://www.gotomeet.me/CharleyRose/selectboard-meeting

10/15/2026

Read the Country Journal online at wwwcountryjournal.turley.com

Visit us at
www.

turley
.com
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Each week you’ll receive
TOWN HALL NEWS  •  BUSINESS HAPPENINGS  •  AREA EVENTS  •  SPORTS

COMMUNITY STORIES  •  SCHOOL COVERAGE  •  CLASSIFIEDS & MORE!

CALL US 

1-413-283-8393
THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING

YOUR LOCAL NEWSPAPER!

Use our website 
to securely subscribe 

online at
COUNTRYJOURNAL.TURLEY.COM
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Name: _________________________________________________________

Address: _______________________________________________________

City: ___________________________ State:  _________  Zip:  ___________

Phone: _________________________________________________________

Credit Card #: ___________________________________________________

Exp. Date: _______________________________  CVV2 code:  _____________

Signature ______________________________________________________

GIFT TO:

Name: _________________________________________________________

Address: _______________________________________________________

City: ___________________________ State:  _________  Zip:  ___________

New            Renewal          Gift A GIFT CARD WILL BE SENT TO ANNOUNCE YOUR GIFT!

CJ26TMC

Yes!Yes!Yes! ❏   $31 ................................................1 year in state
❏   $36 ..........................................1 year out of state
❏   $46 ................................................2 year in state
❏   $56 ..........................................2 year out of state

Enclosed is my payment for:

      I want to subscribe to the Country Journal

 CHECK ENCLOSED

CHARGE MY CREDIT CARD

If you’re enjoying 
this FREE edition of the

Country Journal

PLEASE CONSIDER
SUBSCRIBING

Current recipients of our weekly paper, 
receive town news, updates,

 local stories and articles of interest 
throughout the Hilltowns.

SUBSCRIBE TODAY!

By Wendy Long
Correspondent

What if your varsity baseball team went nearly undefeated this season yet failed to make the Western Mass Tournament? 
That’s the reality for Gateway Regional School’s 

team this year. According to Coach Deryck Savoy, his team’s runs for and against differential is the highest in the state for 2026. But the district’s decision to no longer fund any non-league games created a schedule 

SEASON, page 11

Dream season 
becomes nightmare

SCHOOLS & YOUTH

By Wendy Long
Correspondent

T h e  t o w n  o f Huntington’s newest Select Board member, Robert Drabiuk attended his first meeting on Wednesday, May 20. 
While his term won’t officially start until July 1, Select Board Chairman Roger Booth invited him to meetings in the interim, as a means of becoming famil iar  with 

current proceed-
ings. 

B o o t h 
thanked Drabiuk 
for  a t tending 
and congratulat-
ed him on win-
ning the elec-
tion. With 113 
votes, Drabiuk 
defeated incum-
bent  Wil l iam 
Hathaway (85 
votes) in the town election held on Saturday, May 9.

D r a b i u k  t h a n k e d Booth for the warm wel-come and said he was look-ing forward to working with them. At a later point in the meeting that involved reading multiple pages of meeting minutes, Drabiuk quipped, “I know there’s a learning curve but I didn’t realize speed reading was part of it.”
S e l e c t m e n  B i l l H a t h a w a y  a n d  J o h n 

McVeigh were both pres-ent. Town Clerk Michelle Fieldstad-Booth took min-utes in the absence of the Town Administrator. 
In a meeting that was largely dedicated to going through the line item bud-get and reviewing the Annual Town Meeting warrant articles with the Finance Committee, a dif-ferent item may be of the greatest interest to area res-idents. 

Liquor license 
application

A  l e g a l 
notice has been 
written up and 
s e n t  t o  a r e a 
n e w s p a p e r s 
announcing  a 
p u b l i c  h e a r -
ing regarding a 
l iquor l icense 
application for 
the River House 
Bar & Grill at 200 Worthington Road, doing business as The Rapids Restaurant. 

T h e  l o n g - c l o s e d restaurant has been the subject of a great deal of speculation, anticipated openings that ultimately fell through and rampant rumors throughout the community. The public hearing on this will be held in Stanton Hall on June 3, 2026 at 5 p.m. This is 

New selectman guest 
at May 20 meeting

By Mary Kronholm
Correspondent

C o n s i d e r a b l e  d i s -cussion revolved around the upcoming Meet the Candidates Night set for Tuesday, June 2 at 7 p.m. at the Town Hall.
The  even  was  pu t t o g e t h e r  b y  G e o r g e Reichert .  According to R e i c h e r t  h e  f o l l ow e d a model created by the League of Women Voters. 

According  to  the i r website, “The League of Women Voters is a nonpar-tisan, grassroots organiza-tion working to protect and expand voting rights and ensure everyone is repre-sented in our democracy.” There is no political affili-ation.
The town has no part in  the  organizat ion of this event nor is it town sponsored according to Reichert. 

All of the candidates on the ballot were invited and should respond to him. To date, (May 19) he has had no comment, questions or contact from the candi-dates or anyone else.
This is not the first time there has been a “Meet the Candidates” event in Blandford. 

Candidates 
night draws 
discussion

SELECTMAN, page 2

DISCUSSION, page 8
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“It is for us the living, rather, to be dedicated here to the unfinished work which they who fought here have thus far so nobly advanced.” 

“It is for us the living, rather, to be dedicated here to the unfinished work which they who fought here have thus far so nobly advanced.” —  Abraham Lincoln —  Abraham Lincoln 

Robert Drabiuk

By Mary Kronholm
Correspondent

This is a first in recent history for an election con-test with three candidates on the ballot for Select Board seat.
The Gateway Regional School District Committee candidate took out nomina-tion papers for this election. There is still an open seat for Blandford on the com-mittee. In order to fill this seat, someone must express interest in serving and meet with the Select Board and a current school committee member to be appointed to serve the unexpired term through 2027.

Bradley Curry
Bradley Curry began his career working for the Highway Department in 2005. 

After a year, the super-intendent position opened and with encouragement from residents he put his application in. He was selected to be superinten-dent, initially serving as interim. 
Learning the rules and regulations was a process. “Coming from the private sector to public employ-ment was, he said, “a big change.” 

“I had to learn a lot about the rules and reg-ulations being a super-intendent and had good mentors,”  he said and cited Kathy Stevens of 

the  Mass .  Depar tment of  Transpor ta t ion  and the  Berksh i re  County Highway Superintendents Association.
I learned a lot in those years. I reached out to the state, to the Attorney General for procurement and different facets of laws and how they affected high-way departments. I learned about municipal respon-sibilities and municipal boundaries.

“It fascinated me to see the difference from private sector to municipal. I tried to learn as much as I could to make my job easier and be better,” he said.
He also served on the Emergency Management team with Fire Chief Don Carpenter. “It was just the two of us at the time,” he said.

Other positions Curry has held in Blandford include serving as Water Commissioner on several different boards; he said, “The current board has been one of the best,” and going 

forward the board wants to have a better quality of water. 
His  goal  has  been metered water use, but the project has been belea-guered with problems. “I am anxious to fix the meter issues.”

He  was  a  cons ta -ble for about 12 years, served as Tree Warden and has been Highway Superintendent and Tree Warden in Sandisfield and Hunt ington’s  Highway Superintendent. Serving different select boards, he has “had the experience of seeing some things are suc-cessful and sometimes not.”
Curry said he believes he is qualified to be a select board member because he knows where to go to find out how to correct issues.

His  vis ion for  the town is to see the town as a “wonderful community to live in, to raise children, to retire to.”  He added, “I would like to see the town 

Three candidates vie for Select Board seat

CANDIDATES, page 7

BLANDFORD

Bradley Curry
Candidate for 
Select Board

Cara Letendre
Candidate for re-

election Select Board

Chester on Track celebrates 35 years

Martha and George Washington stopped for lunch at the Blue Caboose at the Chester Railway Station.

Modern and 
antique cars 
took part in the 
parade, including 
this antique 
steam-engine 
tractor.

Meredyth Babcock, 
representing Wild & 
Scenic Westfield River, 
paddled down the 
parade route with a 
fish in hand.
Moore
photos on 
page 12.

Turley Publications photo by Wendy LongGateway senior catcher Theo DeAngelis-Page and sophomore pitcher Weston Anderson weigh in on their baseball team being unable to play in the tournament.

Corrine Shartrand
Candidate for 
Select Board

Turley Publications by 
Wendy Long
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