“Two roads diverged in a wood, and I, [ took the one less travelled by, and that has made all the difference.” — Robert Frost
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Special 1 Meeting h d attend
By Mary Kronholm bered to avoid confusion 2 ]
Correspondent during counting. '

There were no surpris-
es with the voting results at
the Special Town Meeting
Monday, Sept. 22.

It was the largest atten-
dance at any town meeting
in recent history,\ with over
170 people present and 169
registered voters. The meet-
ing was set for 6 p.m. but did
not begin until just after 6:30.
There were many residents
who came to the meeting but
were found to be inactive and
had to be reinstated as active
voters in the Town Clerk’s
office.

The group was order-
ly and as chairs were filled,
voters found seats along the
kitchen wall on the floor
and on the edge of the stage.
Moderator David Hopson
said that the first four ques-
tions would all be by secret
ballot. Ballots had been pre-
pared, color coded and num-

The first three questions
were specifically asking
for guidance for the Select
Board. The first asked that
the board express the town’s
opposition to the expansion
of the North Blandford Road
substation. Voters responded
in the affirmative, 104 to 25.

The second asked that
the board oppose the devel-
opment of commercial-scale
solar energy projects and
consider restricting same.
Voters again responded in the
affirmative 134 to 26. The
third question asked that the
board express opposition to
the siting of Battery Energy
Storage Systems in town.
Voters also responded in the
affirmative to this question
142 to 22.

Moderator Hopson
delayed question four and
moved on to funding a
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Paul Dirschka asked voters to support funding for article four while opposing the first three non-binding directive articles.
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HUNTINGTON

Select Board meets with new Gateway officials

By Wendy Long
Correspondent

At their Wednesday,
Sept. 24 meeting, Huntington
Select Board members
Bill Hathaway and John
McVeigh, along with Town
Administrator Jennifer
Peloquin, met three recently
appointed officials from the
Gateway Regional School
District.

Dr. Melissa
Matarazzo, Gateway’s new
Superintendent was joined by
Human Resources Director
Stacy Stewart and School
Business Administrator
Amy Mason. All three have
been named to these roles
within the past six months
and are introducing them-
selves to town officials with
plans to continue such meet-
ings quarterly. Matarazzo

a long-time employee who
most recently served as the
Administrative Assistant to
the Superintendent.

In her opening,
Matarazzo said that the
schools had a relatively
smooth beginning and com-
mended Police Chief Brian
Kowal, who she said has been
a very good partner with the
school in dealing with some
students who have been mak-
ing poor choices. McVeigh
asked about enrollment and
Matarazzo said it appears to
be 729 students, although
the next official census will
be taken on Oct. 1. McVeigh
also asked if the new
Superintendent foresaw any
big changes coming this year.
Matarazzo responded that she
has found the district to have
organized, effective systems
in place. They are currently

tee is almost full, reported
Matarazzo.
Health insurance

Stewart reported that
health insurance rates are
especially challenging for
public organizations across
the state right now. They
are looking at all options
including staying with the
Hampshire County Group
Trust or moving to the Group
Insurance Commission
(GIC). Mason reported
that the budget is running
as expected and that health
insurance costs are under
budget so far, which is fortu-
nate. Stewart further clarified
that the Hampshire County
Trust is not likely to be
impacted if a few schools or
municipalities withdraw; half
of the people/organizations
would have to leave in order
to break the trust. The big-

costs. Peloquin said the town
could pursue other quotes but
past experience has shown
that bidders might bid low
to attract customers and later
raise costs higher than if the
town had stayed put. Right
now, rates are up 20% and
the 4 active employees have
opted not to downgrade to
a lower cost HMO policy.
There are also 4 active retir-
ees in the town’s health insur-
ance coverage. It was agreed
to have Ryan Mailloux,
Huntington’s new treasurer,
at the next meeting to dis-
cuss further, look at lock-
in options, and determine
whether or not to express
interest with GIC.
Zoning issues

In other business, they
decided to schedule a special
meeting to attend to ongo-
ing disputes between town
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Jennifer Waldorf, new Library Director at the Russell Public

Library, holds a dinosaur mix and match game, part of their

is new to Gateway and working on three strategic ger immediate issue, Stewart officials over zoning issues. “Library of Things.” Turley Publications photo by Wendy Long
started in late August. goals: high quality teach- said, is health insurance costs Chairman Roger Booth was
Mason started as a teacher/ ing and learning, supporting exceeding revenue. absent. RUSSELL

leader of Gateway’s Visual
Impairment Program (VIP)
eight years ago. Stewart is

students and engaging with
parents and the larger com-
munity. The school commit-

New faces/roles at Gateway: School Business Administrator, from left, Amy Mason, Director of

[N -ols'a'l? o' ,:H

After the women left, the
town then moved on to dis-
cuss its own health insurance

A

Human Resources Stacy Stewart and Superintendent Dr. Melissa Matarazzo met with the Huntington

select board at their Sept. 24 meeting.
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An ongoing dispute over
Zoning Bylaw issues at 50
Littleville Road, which oper-
ated an earth removal oper-
ation without a permit and 9
Mountain View Drive, over a
proposed garage and breeze-
way whose placement may
not meet zoning regulations)
has continued over the past
two weeks. There have been
numerous emails between
town departments, Peloquin
and the Select Board, with
no resolution reached on
either issue. A special meet-
ing has been scheduled for
next week to include mem-
bers of the Planning Board,
Zoning Board of Appeals,
Building Commissioner
George Peterson, Peloquin
and the Select Board to stem
the unproductive emails and
come to consensus. This will
be held on Wednesday, Oct. 1
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Jennifer Waldorf takes helm
of Russell Public Library

By Wendy Long
Correspondent

Jennifer Waldorf
was named the Library
Director of the Russell
Public Library, effective
July 1, 2025.

She had started work-
ing at the library July 1,
2024 and replaced prior
director Dawne Piers-
Gamble, who remained
on staff. The Russell
Public Library has two
other paid staff members
Montana Paradis and Kate
McKenney.

“I have always loved
to read and be around
books,” Waldorf said,

which she feels shaped
her interest in applying
for the staff position last
year. When Piers-Gamble
announced she was step-
ping down, Waldorf decid-
ed to apply; she saw it as
a way to make more com-
munity connections as a
newer town resident and to
continue with the direction
that Piers-Gamble had led
for the library.

Waldorf also demon-
strated a new project called
the “Library of Things,”
which allows patrons to
borrow a range of items
that people might need
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Hikers provide guided |

saw property tour

CHESTER - Sunday
the Western Massachusetts
Hilltown Hikers welcomed
several groups for their
second annual Housatonic
Heritage guided tours of
their Granite Saw historical
property.

Guides Liz, Greg and
Frank led personal tours
around the historic stone
finishing mill, the larg-
est and earliest in Western
Massachusetts built in 1880
when granite was discov-
ered in Becket. They learned
about equipment, the differ-
ent varieties of granite and
how the granite was brought
here on the Chester and
Becket Railroad, built for
this mill, to be cut and fin-
ished then shipped out across
the country.

Events like these and
the other public group tours
held year round are fundrais-
ing events for the Hilltown
Hikers. All the historical
restoration work here is
done by volunteers and the
Hilltown Hikers Directors
and all funds for signage are
by fundraising. The Chester
Granite Saw property was
purchased two years ago by
Hilltown Hikers President,
Liz Massa. Liz then donat-
ed it to the Hilltown Hikers
non-profit to historically
conserve it for generations
to come.

In 1880 the Chester
Granite Company formed to
open the Becket quarry. The
company was incorporat-
ed in New York, but a large
local investor was Frank
S. Gross of Lee, who was
also owner of the Lee mar-
ble quarry. In addition to the
quarry in Becket, they built
a large cutting and polishing
factory in Chester near the
railroad depot.

In 1891 the Hudson and
Chester Granite Company
was formed and purchased
the Becket quarry and the
cutting operation in Chester
from the Chester Granite
Company. Most of the inves-
tors in the new company
were from Hudson, New
York, hence the Hudson in
the company name.

In 1910 the Hudson and
Chester decided to get out
of the cutting and polishing
business and concentrate
on their quarries, so they
leased their Chester cutting
and polishing operation to a
newly formed company by
the name of Chester Granite
and Polishing Works. This

new company was formed by
a group of local Finnish peo-
ple and was operated on the
cooperative model with most
of the workers also being
owners of the company. The
Hudson and Chester Granite
Company sold their Becket
quarry in 1918 to the Chester
Granite Quarries, Inc.

The Hudson Granite
Quarry is located on Quarry
Road in Becket, it was first
quarried there in 1876, there
is no granite in Chester even
though it’s called Chester
Blue. William York from
Maine first discovered
granite as he was riding to
Hudson, New York. Seeing a
ledge of granite, he stopped
to investigate; this was in
Becket on the Frank Mitchell
farm.

He then decided to start
a granite curbing quarry
there by using the boulder
quarrying technique, all by
hand and moving it by teams
of oxen and horse and cart.
York found a giant field of
granite further back on the
hill while he was exploring
the hills behind the Mitchell
property. He started working
it and at the time it was only
about four acres.

This became the larg-
est granite quarry, known
today as the Becket Quarry.
The granite quarrying in its
infancy was cut by ham-
mering holes in the stone to
break it, called the plug and
feather method. The gran-
ite was brought down from
Becket to Chester Factory
Village to the stone sheds to
be worked and shipped out
across the country on the
Boston and Albany Railroad.

York opened his first
quarry operation in 1870
in Middlefield, formed
York and Co. and called
the quarry The Snowflake
Quarry. There were sev-
eral granite quarries locat-
ed in Becket and Otis, and
one in Middlefield and
Chesterfield. Each was of a
different quality and color.
All of the granite was fin-
ished here and shipped out
on the railroad. Even Marble
from Lee was finished here.
Finishing was a process that
included rough and fine cut-
ting, polishing and engrav-
ing.

Take a visit to their new-
est property, their two year
anniversary of conserving it
is Sept. 25. Thank you to all
of the volunteers, who have
made so much progress here.

Frank stands on the loading dock stairs which were rebuilt by

volunteers.
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The most recent find, a marble gravestone that was buried.
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These granite blocks tumbled when the derrick fell. Volunteers

Submitted photos have been moving them with a come a long.

Cyhbill, a Hilltown Hiker canine, sits on the last piece of granite to
be cut at the mill.
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Hikers take a closer look at the polishing machine during a recent
guided tour of the Chester Granite Saw property.

CHESTER GRANITE & POLISHING WORKS, (hester, Mmaﬁ.

This is one of two known postcards of the granite mill.

51 Locust St. Family Health and

Suite 3

Nlcj)lrt?]ampton [ Wellness Center
MA 01060

413-614-1112 DOT EXAMS

Primary Care Practice, Chronic Care Management,
Telehealth Visits, and Immunizations

SAME DAY VISITS AVAILABLE

Are you having difficulty communicating
with your partner, struggling with
boundaries, and healthy relationships?
We invite you to join us
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
to explore these topics and more.

This group will be held in zoom, is
educational, confidential, and free.

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.
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at 5 p.m. at Stanton Hall.
Grant

The Town of Huntington
has received a $700,000
Emerging Contaminants
in Small or Disadvantaged
Communities grant from the
Massachusetts Department of
Environmental Protection for
a new water line on Basket
Street due to homeowner
well contamination caused
by the former landfill on that
road. Bids on the work were
opened today and the low-
est bid was $479,450 from
Western Earthworks. As
this work is of an emergen-
cy nature, Zach Chornyak of
the Pioneer Valley Planning
Commission has already pre-
pared a notice of award and
the board voted to authorize
Peloquin to sign off on that
in Booth’s absence. In addi-
tion, they decided to test all
of the other residential wells
in proximity to the contam-
inated one at 51 Basket St.
If contaminants have spread
to other wells, their hookups

to the new water line can be
covered by the grant.
Stanton Avenue project

Meetings contin-
ue on the Stanton Avenue
Infrastructure Project and
Peloquin was authorized to
approve non-major change
orders so the work can stay
on schedule. Northeast IT
has informed Peloquin that
two desktop computers are
not going to be compatible
with Windows 11 and it will
cost $2,250 to replace them.
That funding is already in the
budget and the expense was
approved; the town-owned
laptops are all fine.

Other business

In other business, the
board discussed the possi-
bility of pursuing a grant to
create a town Master Plan
to be determined later and
granted permission to Little
League to collect funds for
improvements to the fields in
Huntington and Russell. A
proposed “Batting Helmet”
drive (similar to the Fire

Department’s “Boot Drive”)
for the first weekend in
October was nixed, however,
due to an anticipated increase
in traffic because the annual
Harvest Festival will be tak-
ing place on the town green.
The League can set up a
donation area at the festival.
Also, a technician has deter-
mined that problems with
the highway mowing trac-
tor stemmed from a recently
rebuilt cylinder that needs to
be reworked and is still under
warranty.

Several items were
tabled to the next regular
meeting on Oct. 8, includ-
ing proposed new Gas amd
Diesel Pump Meters for the
Highway Garage, which have
a cost estimate of $12,961.63
from Millers Petroleum
Systems, Inc. but will require
a bidding process. Also
deferred were agenda items
2025 Priorities; bid awards
for a new highway trailer,
North Hall painting, possi-
ble changes to the format of

HILLTOWNS

MassDOT list [-90 roadwork

The Massachusetts
Department of Transportation
announces it will be per-
forming overnight drainage
work and daytime bridge
and guardrail repair work
on I-90 eastbound and west-
bound in the towns of West
Stockbridge, Becket, Otis,
Blandford, Montgomery and
Russell.

All work is weather
dependent and will take place
at the following locations and
times:

In West Stockbridge,
drainage structure cleaning
will be conducted on I-90
eastbound and westbound
from mile marker 2.0 to
mile marker 3.5 nightly now
through Thursday night, Oct.
2 from 7 p.m.-5:30 a.m. the
following morning.

In Becket bridge repair
work will be conducted on

[-90 eastbound and west-
bound at mile marker 18.4
daily now through Thursday,
Oct. 2 from 6 a.m.-4 p.m.
Bridge painting work will be
conducted on I-90 eastbound
and westbound at mile mark-
er 20.0 daily now through
Thursday, Oct. 2 from 6 a.m.-
4 p.m.

In Becket, Otis and
Blandford guardrail repair
work will be conducted on
I-90 eastbound from mile
marker 15.0 to mile mark-
er 29.0 daily now through
Thursday, Oct. 2 from 7 a.m.-
3:30 p.m.

In Montgomery and
Russell bridge repairs will be
conducted on I-90 westbound
from mile marker 35.9 to mile
marker 36.5 now through
Thursday morning, Oct. 2
from 6 a.m.-noon.

Appropriate signage

and law enforcement details
will be in place to guide driv-
ers through the work area.
Drivers traveling through the
area should expect delays,
reduce speed, and use caution.
vAll scheduled work is weath-
er dependent and subject to
change without notice.

For more information on
traffic conditions, travelers are
encouraged to: Download the
Mass511 mobile app or visit
www.mass511.com to view
live cameras, travel times, real
time traffic conditions, and
project information before set-
ting out on the road. Users can
subscribe to receive text and
email alerts for traffic condi-
tions. Dial 511 and select a
route to hear real time condi-
tions. Follow @MassDOT on
X, formerly known as Twitter,
to receive regular updates on
road and traffic conditions.
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Event Name

Community
Dazzler Events

Turley Publications will print your holiday calendar events
FREE OF CHARGE in our Dazzler Supplement which will
be published November 19, 2025.

Total circulation of 85,000 which reaches
over 200,000 readers in the Pioneer Valley.

Event Should Be Non-Profit & Open to the Public

FREE Calendar Listings Reaching over

200,000 Readers in the Pioneer Valley

Date/Time

Location

Description

Cost

Contact name & phone number for more information

MAIL YOUR LISTING INFORMATION TO:

' for Calendar

submissions is
October 20.°

Turley Publications, Attn: Jamie Joslyn,
24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069
or email* them to: jamie@turley.com

*Be sure to indicate “Dazzler”
in the subject line of your email.

town email addresses, and the
board stipend payout sched-
ule.

Upon his appointment,
Mailloux had suggest-
ed that Peloquin be bond-
ed as an emergency second
signer on the town’s bank
accounts. Peloquin applied
but cannot get a bond until
7/1/26 because she has held
her current position since
7/1/23 without being bond-
ed. This will have to take
place at the start of her next
three-year term. Peloquin
said they are covered in the
interim because the Town
Administrator has $200,000
of liability coverage; the state
only requires bonding for the
position of collector/treasurer.

McVeigh announced

COA to hold
Christmas bus trip

HUNTINTGTON
— On Thursday, Dec. 4,
the Huntington Council
on Aging is sponsoring a
Christmas bus trip.

The first stop will be
at the historic Salem Cross
Inn, West Brookfield, for
a meal and music. Meal
choices include Yankee pot
roast and chicken pie on a
biscuit. They will do their
best to accommodate people
with food allergies. Next is
a visit to the festive Yankee
Candle for a little shopping.
The day ends with a tour
through the stunning Bright
Nights at Forest Park.

Huntington at 9:45 a.m. and
Southampton at 10:15 a.m.,
returning about 6:30 p.m.
The Huntington COA is
underwriting part of the cost
for Huntington residents.
Cost is $105 per person for
Huntington residents, and
$125 per person for other
communities.
Reservation dead-
line and payment due is
Tuesday, Nov. 4. People
may call COA Trip
Coordinator Helen at 413-
685-5667 or email hspeck-
els@huntingtonma.us, for
more information or leave a
message at the COA office

that Fire Chief Josh Ellinger
has secured a $37,419.04
Assistance to Firefighters
Federal grant to replace all
of the fire hoses in all of the
town’s firetrucks. The town
will have to cover $1,870 or
5%, as a match.

Visit us at

The bus departs from

Jameson’s Hica MeEapow FaArm

PICK YOUR OWN

APPLES

Many varieties available!
Great Family Fun!

410 Skyline Trail, Chester, MA ¢ 413-354-9609

by calling 413-512-5205.

Open Daily 2am -4 pm | f
Call for picking conditions and available varieties.

$1200/week

207-607-9333

Georgetown, Maine

2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom
Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

 Walk to Five Islands Wharf and
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
» Close to Reid State Park

BUSINESS

DIRECTORY

=, George

%0 « PROPANE InC.
PROPANE GAS
PLUMBING  HEATING

(413) 268-8360
TOLL FREE 1-800-464-2053

Family Owned & Operated
3 Berkshire Trail West (Route 9), P.O. Box 102, Goshen, MA 01032
www.georgepropane.com

Paul’s
Plumbing & Heating

238-0303

PAUL GRAHAM
Mass. License 23299

MP4
YSTEMS

i

Water Pumps * Sewer Pumps

Water Conditioners

46 Pitcher Street
Montgomery, MA 01085

Donald Washburn
862-3301

Kirke R. Henshaw, Inc.

Water Well Drilling, Water Pump Sales & Service

‘Water System
Testing Evaluations
Water S ystem H EN s Aw Hydrofracture
Repairs to Increase Flow

800-232-4725 * Fax 413-296-4565
Charles R. Henshaw
130 Cummington Rd., W. Chesterfield, MA * 413-296-4725

FEED - PET SUPPLIES + CLOTHING - COAL
WOOD PELLETS + WILD & CAGED BIRDSEED
POOL SUPPLIES « MOTOR OILS - FENCING

LAWN & GARDEN SUPPLIES « FERTILIZER

GATEWAY FARM & PET

PoulinGrain™ REBWING  Carhartt|®

5 Hard at work sance 1889
wid
59 RUSSELL ROAD, HUNTINGTON, MA 01050
1-413-667-2279 Y Smspm
TARA GRENIER ¢ PAUL GRENIER

DOWN to EARTH
EXCAVATING

Highly Regarded Professionals: Complete Site Work,
Septic Development and Repairs. Fully insured.

413+667+5269

I Structural
Da I e S & Carpentry

Home Imp * Additions  Restorations ¢ Repairs

Post
& Beam
Repairs

Sagging Floors - Beams - Columns
Sill Timbers - Termite Damage
Foundation Repairs - Piers & Footings
Chimney Rebuilds
FULLY LICENSED & INSURED
Huntington, MA ® 413-667-3149
dalesstructuralandcarpentry.com

Paul & Randy LaPointe, Owners Huntington, Mass.
e Tune Ups
e Installations

‘_ ’ 5 1' e Oil Tanks

@il Burner Service

Huntington, Massachusetts
ofiice 413.667.0245
cell 413.530.7037

jeffsoilburnerservice@hotmail.com

Contact
Wendy Delcamp
TO ADVERTISE AT
413-283-8393

or email:
wdelcamp@turley.com

ARCHITECT
JEFFREY SCOTT PENN

77 Worthington Road, Huntington, MA 01050
Tel. 413-531-1868
Fax. 413-667-3082
Email: jspsed @verizon.net

new construction, renovation,
historic preservation
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OPINION

GUEST COLUMN

Il

By Russell Gloor

SOCIAL SECURITY

Should my spouse
be getting half of my
Social Security amount?

Dear Rusty:

I was referred to you to
ask a question about Social
Security benefits.

[ receive about $1,700
a month from Social
Security while my husband
receives only approximately
3750 monthly. Is he entitled
to file for half of my Social
Security as a monthly ben-
efit without touching my
amount?

Signed: Curious Wife

Dear Curious Wife:

For information, spou-
sal benefits are one of
the most misunderstood
areas of Social Security.
A spouse does not always
get half of their partner’s
Social Security benefit
how much the spouse gets
is determined by their age
when the spouse benefit
is claimed and it is always
based upon both partner’s
Full Retirement Age bene-
fit, regardless of when they
actually claimed Social
Security.

The partner with
the lower SS benefit can
only get half of the other
spouse’s FRA amount
if that partner takes the
spouse benefit at or after
their personal SS FRA. And
each spouse’s FRA may
be different depending on
the year they were born.
FRA today is somewhere
between age 66 and 67,
depending on the person’s
year of birth.

Here are two basic
rules for a lower earn-
ing marital partner to get
spouse benefits:

The lower earning
spouse’s FRA entitlement
must be less than 50% of
the higher earning spouse’s
FRA entitlement. FRA
amounts are used, even if
SS benefits were claimed
earlier than or later than,
full retirement age, and
FRA amounts are frequent-
ly different than the month-
ly amounts actually being
received.

If one spouse’s FRA
amount is less than 50%
of the other spouse’s FRA
amount, the difference
between those two amounts
can be added to the lower
earning spouse’s SS retire-
ment amount, to become
their spousal benefit. That
may, or may not, equal
half of the higher earning
spouse’s FRA amount.

So, if you claimed your
Social Security exactly at
your own full retirement
age and your husband also
claimed his Social Security
exactly at his own full
retirement age, then based
on the numbers you provid-
ed your husband is likely
entitled to about $850 per
month, instead of his cur-
rent $750. And that would
not affect your own SS ben-
efit in any way.

Your FRA entitlement
would need to be more
than twice your husband’s
FRA entitlement for him
to receive a spousal boost
from you. But if either
of you claimed Social
Security before (or after)
your respective full retire-
ment ages, your husband
would not get 50% of your
benefit.

The Association
Mature Citizens Foundation
and its staff are not affil-
iated with or endorsed
by the Social Security
Administration or any
other governmental enti-
ty. This article is intended
for information purpos-
es and does not represent
legal or financial guid-
ance. It presents the opin-
ions and interpretations
of the Association Mature
Citizens Foundation’s
staff, trained and accredit-
ed by the National Social
Security Association To
submit a question, visit
amacfoundation.org/pro-
grams/social-security-advi-
sory or email us at ssadvi-
sor@amacfoundation.org.
Russell Gloor is a Social
Security advisor for AMAC.
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Live in the moment but plan for winter!!

asn’t the first week of
autumn been
beautiful

weather-wise?
Warm and
sunny days
will have us
completely
spoiled!

Summer
annuals con-
tinue to bloom
even as we har-
vest our pump-
kins and corn stalks. But
alas, while we are enjoying,
we must simultaneously pre-
pare for what inevitably will
come.

My big task for today
was deconstructing a com-
bination planter so that I
could (hopefully) over-
winter the summer plants
indoors. These included a
Hypoestes (Polka dot plant),
two Fuchsias, and an Ivy
Geranium.

Over the years I've had
good luck overwintering reg-
ular geraniums, Gerber dai-
sies and fuchsias, but I have
never tried ivy geraniums or
the finicky polka dot plant.
According to my research,
ivy geraniums are handled in
a similar manner as regular
or zonal geraniums.

I typically overwin-
ter them as a houseplant,
in a bright sunny window.
Sometimes they delight
me with flowers through
Christmas!

When I was trying to
separate the plants from
my big planter, though, the
amount of roots I was able
to get from the ivy geranium
was honestly pathetic. The
plant looked big enough on

Wehe

"

pot placed in indirect light
until they begin to grow!

You can also store
geranium stock plant out
of your living space. Here
is how: Cut the plants back
to a couple of inches above
the crown and set them in
the cellar, unheated rooms,
enclosed porches or other
spaces that don’t freeze and
aren’t too damp. Check them
every few weeks and water
sparingly if necessary, never
letting the soil dry out com-
pletely.

When spring comes,
gradually begin to introduce
sunlight and the plant will
commence growth. Once the
threat of frost has passed
the plants can go outside
for the summer months. If
last year’s potting soil is
“exhausted” of nutrients,
carefully repot the plant into
new soil.

Prune away any weak
branches and give it some
liquid fertilizer. For this sit-
uation, storage temperatures
can go as low as 45 to 50
degrees.

My fuchsia extraction
went much better than the
geranium one did. I have
equal roots to foliage and

window, fuchsias can also be
overwintered out of the main
living space, following
my recommenda-
tions above.
The polka
dot plant is
another story
all togeth-
er. The roots
were massive
and the top growth the
same. Although the
plant looked diminutive
at purchase, there was no
saying that now. It became
the “hog” of the pot.

I pruned both the roots
and the top growth, cutting
it back to healthy growth
just a four inches tall, set-
tling on an eight inch pot for
the three original cuttings
that made up the one plant.
I don’t have high hopes for
overwintering, because, I
guess, this plant has always
been a finicky one as a seed-
ling in the greenhouse.

It looks dry so you water
it, only to find out it has root
rot and now you’ve killed it.

My research indicates
that overwintering tempera-
tures should be warmer than
what you would use for
geraniums or fuchsias. We
are talking 65 to 75 degrees.
Another point of interest is
that the plant likes humidity.

Putting the pot in a tray
of wet gravel will provide
some humidity to the imme-
diate area and may help,
especially since winter air
tends to be dry. Indirect light
is best for these plants as
well. Let’s keep our fingers
crossed!

Be adventurous, by
trying to overwinter some
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Smidy named to Board of Elementary and Secondary Education

By Wendy Long
Correspondent

An announcement on
State Representative Lindsay
Sabadosa’s Facebook Page
confirmed that former
Gateway Superintendent
Kristen Smidy has been
sworn in as a member of the
Board of Elementary and
Secondary Education.

She was appointed by
Governor Maura Healey into
a five-year term scheduled to
end June 30, 2030.

According to her bio
on the BESE website,
Smidy considers it a privi-
lege to serve on the Board
and believes in building sys-
tems that honor the exper-

HCC Gateway to Co

For the third consec-
utive year and sixth time in
the past nine, the Gateway to
College program at Holyoke
Community College received
a national excellence award
from its parent network,
Achieving the Dream.

Achieving the Dream
presents excellence awards
to its Gateway affiliates
when those programs meet
or exceed four benchmark
criteria: grade point aver-
age, retention (one-year per-
sistence and two-year per-
sistence rates and graduation
rate. The Gateway to College
program at HCC has won one

tise of educators and help
students thrive in communi-
ties large and small across
Massachusetts.

“I got to know her well
during her time at Hampshire
Regional and she is a strong,
fierce and bold advocate
for public schools-plus she
understands rural schools, the
funding issues that plague
Western Massachusetts
schools, and the popula-
tion challenges we face,”
Sabadosa wrote. “She is a
voice we desperately need at
the table and I'm thrilled to
see this appointment.”

As stated on their
website, the mission of
the Massachusetts BESE
is to “strengthen the

or more benchmark awards
for the last 10 years and the
excellence award in 2016,
2017, 2020, 2022, 2024, and
2025.

Through Gateway to
College, students who have
dropped out of high school or
are at risk for dropping out,
complete their high school
diplomas in college-based
programs while simultane-
ously earning credits toward
a college certificate or degree.
HCC has hosted a Gateway to
College program since 2008.
The program enrolled 144
students during the academic
year when they received the

Commonwealth’s
public education
system so that
every student is
prepared to suc-
ceed in postsec-
ondary education,
compete in the
global econo-
my, and under-
stand the rights
and responsibili-
ties of American
citizens, and in so doing, to
close all proficiency gaps.”
The Board’s responsibili-
ties include deciding when
to intervene with the state’s
lowest performing districts,
approving Charter School
applications, approving the
state’s learning standards,

award.

“We earned this award
because young people who
disconnected from tradition-
al education were willing
to trust us and give school
another chance, and our
amazing instructors and staff
were patient and flexible and
willing to give some grace as
our young people navigated
really challenging lives,” said
Vivian Ostrowski, HCC’s
Gateway to College program
director. “We now have 662
high school graduates from
25 school districts, and we
hope that our community is
stronger and kinder because

Kristen Smidy

and hiring the
Commissioner for
the Department
of Elementary
and Secondary
Education’s. The
Board meets on
the fourth Tuesday
of the month
and includes
the Secretary of
Education, the stu-
dent President of
the State Student Advisory
Council and nine members
appointed by the Governor.
At least one member must
represent parents, a labor
organization and a business.
Smidy left the super-
intendency at the Gateway
Regional School District in

of those grads and the hope
and investment they bring.”

During the assessment
year (2024-2025), students
entered Gateway with an
average GPA of 1.57, com-
pared to a network average of
1.89, and finished their first
term with an average GPA of
2.89, compared to a national
average of 2.55.

The one-year persistence
rate at HCC was 94%, com-
pared to a 63% percent net-
work average; two-year
persistence at HCC was
88% percent, compared to
a national average of 63%.
HCC’s three-year graduation

BECKET

August, a post she’d held for
over four years, to become
the Associate Director for
Accreditation and School
Improvement on the New
England Association of
Schools and Colleges
(NEASC) Commission on
Public Schools. “In this role,
Kristen helps guide member
schools through the NEASC
Accreditation process and
serves as a partner in their
ongoing school improve-
ment,” Sabadosa reported.
Before coming to
Gateway, Smidy was the
Principal of Hampshire
Regional High School
and began her career as a
social studies teacher at
Duggan Middle School

lege program earns national nods for

rate was 84%, compared to a
national Gateway average of
65%.

“Gateway to College
programs provide a critical
second chance for vulnera-
ble high school students and
a powerful testament to the
importance of wraparound
support services and creating
a sense of belonging in col-
lege,” said Emily Froimson,
executive vice president
of Achieving the Dream.
“Nearly 75% of program
graduates nationwide contin-
ue their postsecondary edu-
cation.”

At the most recent HCC

in Springfield. She holds a
Certificate of Advanced
Graduate Study in education-
al leadership from Boston
University and Bachelors
and Masters degrees from
UMASS Ambherst.

Over her education
career, she has served on
the Legislative Committee
for the Massachusetts
School Superintendents;
the Executive Board of
the Connecticut Valley
Superintendents Roundtable
and the Massachusetts
Inclusive Higher Education
task force. Smidy lives in
Westfield with her husband
and their two sons, who
both attend Westfield Public

excellence

Gateway to College grad-
uation in June, 47 students
earned their high school
diplomas from nine differ-
ent communities: Chicopee,
Easthampton, Holyoke,
Ludlow, Northampton,
Palmer, Springfield, West
Springfield and Westfield.
Collectively, they finished
Gateway with an average
GPA of 3.1 and collected
398 college credits. Thirty-
five of them are continuing
on in college, most of them
at HCC. “Our graduates have
earned more than 100 college
degrees, with many more in
progress,” Ostrowski said.

Becket Art Center announces upcoming October news and events

BECKET - The Becket
Arts Center, 7 Brooker Hill
Road, will offer its weekly
all-levels yoga class with
Rima Sala on Thursday, Oct.
2 from 9:30-10:30 a.m.

Cost is $5 to $10
for members and $15 for
non-members. For more
information, people may
visit becketartscenter.org.
This class will also be held
on Thursdays throughout the
rest of the month: Oct. 16, 23
and 30.

The Becket Arts Center
will present a concert fea-
turing Joanne Redding on
Sunday, Oct. 5 from 5-7
p-m. A veteran performer
and songwriter, Redding is
a master of musical genres,
from jazz to blues, country to
rock. Accompanying her will
be the other members of her
“Trifecta:” Benny “Fingers”
Kohn, a Berkshire-based
pianist, singer, and compos-
er, and Dave Christopolis,
an upright and electric bass
player who has recorded
bass on over 20 records. Part
of the BAC’s Music Brings
Communities Together
series, the event is free,

though donations are appre-
ciated.

The Becket Arts
Center will present a paint-
ing demonstration by Sean
McCusker on Sunday, Oct.
5 from 1-2 p.m. McCusker’s
glazed landscapes are made
up of roughly thirty thin,
transparent layers, a tech-
nique that results in glow-
ing compositions of dark
shadows suspended in light.
These demonstrations will
continue every Sunday until
Dec 21.

The Arts Center is offer-
ing a free, weekly drop-in
community sing-a-long on
Tuesday Oct. 7 from 6:30-8
p-m. Led by Paula Langton,
a Certified Linklater Voice
Teacher, this low-pressure
gathering is open to every-
one, regardless of experience
or confidence level. All that’s
required is a love of singing.

These sing-a-longs
will be held every Tuesday
throughout the rest of the
month: Oct. 14, 21 and 28.

As part of its Music
Brings Communities
Together series, the Becket
Arts Center will present an

evening with Natalia Bernal
and Jason Ennis on Saturday,
October 18, from 5 to 7 p.m.
Chilean-born Natalia Bernal
brings the songwriting tra-
ditions of her homeland to
her original compositions,
as well as unique interpreta-
tions to selections from the
Great American Songbook.
Guitarist Jason Ennis, with
a background in jazz, blues,
Brazilian and classical music,
is in high demand as a solo-
ist, sideman and musical
director. The concert is free,
though donations are appre-
ciated. For more information,
please see becketartscenter.
org.

The Becket Arts Center
will host a free opening
reception on Thursday, Oct.
9 from 4-6 p.m. for “Moving
Through Color,” an exhibit
of paintings and drawings
by Community Access to
the Arts artists. The vibrant
works on display were creat-
ed by teens, adults and elders
with disabilities in work-
shops provided by CATA.
All the pictures in the exhibit
are available for sale, with
proceeds supporting com-

News, photo publication policy

As a community newspaper our focus has always been local news. While we
try very hard to run upcoming events as a public service whenever space allows,
space does not allow us to run an upcoming event repeatedly. Our policy is to limit
publication of upcoming events to one article in advance of the event and, space
permitting, a second brief reminder article the week prior to an event, and to run those .
articles in only one section of the paper, and not in multiple sections simultaneously.

All such public service announcements and photos are subject to space
limitations and deadlines, therefore publication cannot be guaranteed. Whenever copy
for the week exceeds allotted space, news copy will take priority, and public service
copy is the first area to be cut. We also reserve the right to edit for style and space,
and are under no obligation to print lists of sponsorships, or articles that arrive after
deadline, unless time and space allows.

Deadline is Friday at NOON.

missions for the individual
artists.

The Becket Arts Center
will offer a Botanical
Monoprinting Workshop
with Suzanne Gammon on
Saturday. Oct. 11 from 10
a.m.-3 p.m. with a one-hour
break for lunch. Participants
in this hands-on workshop
will learn to create beautiful,
one-of-a-kind prints using
real leaves and vibrant water-
colors. No experience is nec-
essary. All materials will be
provided, though registrants
are free to bring their own
supplies, such as paint brush-
es or watercolors. Workshop
fees: $80; $60 to $70 for
BAC members; $40 for Card
to Culture members and free
for students grades 9 to 12.
For registration and more
information, people may visit
becketartscenter.org.

The Becket Arts Center
will present a Fire Cider
Workshop with Kimberly

Geisler on Saturday, Oct. 25,
from 1-3 p.m. The course
will cover the history and
uses of fire cider, a tradi-
tional cold and flu remedy,
as well as provide partic-
ipants with hands-on expe-
rience chopping, combining
and infusing this spicy tonic.
Each attendee will take home
a jar of fire cider to infuse
at home. Workshop fees are
$50; $30 to $40 for BAC
members; $25 for Card to
Culture members. For more
information, including a list
of supplies,\ and registra-
tion, people may visit beck-
ctartscenter.org.

The Arts Center will
host a free evening of
craft-making on Monday,
Oct. 27 from 6:30-8 p.m.
People may bring their cur-
rent project whether it’s knit-
ting, sketching, or something
else entirely—and work
alongside other local makers,
sharing ideas and inspiration.

Maker Mondays will contin-
ue every second and fourth
Monday of the month until
the end of the year.

The Becket Arts Center
will present a free evening
of ghost stories on Thursday,
Oct. 30 from 7-9 p.m.
Participants should bring sto-
ries to share about spooky
local legends and scary sit-
uations. For more informa-
tion, people may visit beck-
etartscenter.org.

NOTICE

ERRORS: Each advertiser is re-
quested to check their adver-
tisement the first time it appears.
This paper will not be responsi-
ble for more than one corrected
insertion, nor will be liable for
any error in an advertisement to
a greater extent than the cost of
the space occupied by the item
in the advertisement.
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BLANDFORD

Mission Clean
proposes another
nearby location

By Mary Kronholm
Correspondent

BLANDFORD -
Mission Clean Energy has
proposed a two hundred
storage container unit in
the town of Lanesborough.

Mission Clean Energy
gave their presentation to
the Lanesborough Select
Board at their Monday,
September 22 meeting, the
same night as Blandford’s
Special Town Meeting.

Emma Riley told that
board that they were rep-
resenting Pear Tree Energy
Center, LLC located in
Boston.

The Pear Tree Energy
Center listings states it is
“a Massachusetts Foreign
Limited-Liability Company
filed on Feb. 12, 2025
with an active status...
the company’s principal
address is San Francisco,
Calif.” and Mission Clean
Energy, LLC of the same
San Francisco address is its
only contact on record.

Mission Clean
Energy’s investment offi-
cer Russell Edwards told
Lanesborough that their
(Mission’s) investment
was about $100 million
and said that there would
be no ongoing demands on
the town’s infrastructure,
such as “families with
school \-age children and
no recession risk.”

The proposed facil-
ity will connect with
Eversource’s substation in
Pittsfield, located nearby.

Riley told the board
that the facility would be

MEETING

in operation by the “end of
2029 or the beginning of
2030.”

There are also other
locations being looked at
as well. The initial inspec-
tions show there is no
impact on endangered spe-
cies or vernal pools, “there
are none in the area,” said
Riley.

Mission Clean
Energy’s Senior Permitting
Manager said they would
only use a small portion of
the land available and all
additional space unused.

Riley added that the
installation will be unseen.

Edwards projected
$500,000 annually in finan-
cial benefit to the town as a
“solid source of revenue.”

Energy Safety
Response Group (ESRG)
Senior Consultant Adam
Jakubowski, who is also
a firefighter, said that
the installation will fol-
lows current National Fire
Protection Agency code
requirements. All compo-
nents of the project will be
Underwriters Laboratory
testing.

Mission Clean was to
conduct an open house for
Lanesborough residents on
Monday, September 29 at 5
p.m. at the town hall there.

Mission Clean was
asked for comment but
there was not an immedi-
ate response. The Mission
Clean presentation to
Lanesborough select board
can be viewed in its entire-
ty at the town’s website
at https://www.lanesbor-
ough-ma.gov/.

Mission Clean offers safety questions and answers

BLANDFORD - Since
safety is one of the most
important concerns for
residents regarding the
potential Battery Energy
Storage System on North
Blandford Road, Audrey
Copeland

Head of Development
for Mission Clean Energy
has provided frequent-
ly asked questions and
answers as follows:

Q: Are there any haz-
ardous materials in the
batteries?

A:There are no EPA
listed hazardous materials
in the battery storage sys-
tem chemistry that Mission
will utilize for this Project.
The Project consists almost
entirely of steel enclosures
with common electrical
components. The battery
cells used for the Project
are lithium iron phosphate
(LFP). The LFP chemis-
try is stable and is not con-
sidered hazardous because
LFP batteries utilize
non-hazardous iron instead
of more toxic metals like
cadmium or lead.

Q: What safety codes
are in place?

A: BESS for utility
scale installations must be
UL 9540(A), 1741, and

COA switches to two monthly lunches

BLANDFORD -
Council on Aging Director
Margit Mikuski announced
that from here on the COA
will host two monthly
lunches rather than a lunch
and a breakfast.

Maitre Cuisinere Joann
Martin is ready, willing and
more than able to adjust to
the two-lunches-a-month
mealtimes. More than
someone who prepares food,

1973 compliant, as well as
satisfy the requirements of
the NFPA 855 regulations.
These codes and standards
are updated periodically to
better consider improve-
ments to BESS and lessons
learned from other emer-
gency events. Further,
BESS suppliers must
demonstrate their products’
compliance with fire safety
codes through large-scale
testing and other inspec-
tion.

Q: What happens
during an emergency?

A: Energy storage
facilities are monitored
around the clock by trained
personnel that are pre-
pared to maintain safety
and respond to emergency
events. Mission will devel-
op and maintain emergency
response plans to ensure
that, if there were an emer-
gency, it is handled safe-
ly and rapidly. Mission
will work with the local
fire department and first
responders for training and
to share information about
risks, response plans, and
safety measures.

That plan will be
active during all stages of
Project construction and
operation and will inform
all relevant first responders

she is the chef de cuisine, or
the head of the kitchen. This
is a role she not only enjoys,
but relishes preparing all
sorts of delectable meals for
the COA group.

The first luncheon is set
for Friday, Oct. 10 and will
start off with peach infused
iced tea accompanying
shepherd’s pie, cheddar bis-
cuits, tossed salad and pecan
pie bars.

on the proper emergency
response procedures.

Q: What happens to
the Project during a fire?

A: If there is a fire at
the Project, the fire would
self-consume within a
single enclosure, venting
mechanisms would auto-
matically deploy, emer-
gency personnel would be
automatically notified, and
the Project’s Emergency
Response Plan will kick in.

The BESS enclosures
are not occupied, and fire
incidents do not pose any
significant risk to human
health and safety.

Q: In an emergency,
what is the resulting smoke
from the Project?

A: In past emer-
gency events, such as in
Escondido, California
and Warwick, New York,
extensive air monitoring
was performed around the
BESS during and after
the fire events were hap-
pening. In both cases,
fires occurred in outdoor,
non-occupiable, container-
ized BESS units (similar
to the proposed BESS).
The air monitoring detect-
ed no hazardous toxic gas
levels in nearby communi-
ties during or after the fire

Reservations can be
made by calling 413-848-
4279, extension 400; leave
name and number of people.

There is no charge for
lunch. but a $5 donation will
help keep the lunches com-
ing.

On Friday, Oct. 4 from
2-4 p.m., it’s Game and Gab
time. For more information,
people may call 413-848-
4279, extension 206.

events.

Similar to a vehicle
or house fire, the distance
smoke from a BESS fire
can travel depends on
wind and other atmospher-
ic conditions. However,
regardless of atmospheric
conditions, concentrations
of toxins within the BESS
smoke will dissipate to
safe levels well before the
smoke arrives at a home,
business, or other sensitive
location.

Q: What are the cur-
rent statistics of fire inci-
dents?

A: From 2012 to 2024,
there were a total of 35
documented fire incidents
at BESS facilities in the
United States. Only one
incident at an antiquat-
ed BESS facility in 2019
resulted in any reported
injuries to first responders.
No incidents were found
to have a negative impact
on the health or wellbeing
of anyone in the immediate
surrounding area.

For comparison, there
are roughly 820 utili-
ty-scale battery storage
projects currently operat-
ing in the US and hundreds
of new BESS projects
being proposed across the
Country.
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full-time assistant treasur-
er/collector for $68, 250,
transfer from available
Water Department reve-
nues $24,000 to fund a full-
time Water Superintendent,
authorizing $92 from Water
Department funds to pay a
previous fiscal year Town
Counsel bill and authoriz-
ing a $20,000 expenditure to
upgrade audio visual equip-
ment for the gym for large
meetings. All passed.

Paul Dirschka spoke
to the first article saying
that safety issues had been
addressed by Mission Clean
Energy and that benefits to
the town included decreased
dependency on fossil fuel as
well as revenue. He asked
for no votes on the first
three questions, but a yes on
the fourth for the $200,000
because the town will need
the expert research.

Colleen Doyle spoke to
the same article referencing
the already existing ability
of the Eversource substation
to accommodate sufficient
megawatts and said, “It’s
not about energy, it’s about
money,” adding that the users
will pay for the cost of the
expansion.

There were no com-
ments on the second or third
articles.

There were comments
and questions on article five
for funding a full-time assis-
tant treasurer/collector, cur-
rently a vacant position origi-
nally part-time. It is hoped to
bring in someone, who would
be able to phase into the
treasurer/collector position,
which is currently outsourced
at a cost of $126,000.

The fourth article was
then taken up after the vote
on the first three had been
counted and the results
announced; this article
authorized a fiscal 2026-
year expenditure to enable
the Select Board to fund
engineering services, inci-

e

At 5:58 p.m. Mond

ay, the check-in line for the Special Town Meeting was still flowing in the parking

lot at Town Hall. The meeting was set to start at 6 p.m.

Moderator  David
addresses the crowd.

Hopson

40T

Crowd at Monday, Sept. 22 Special Town Meeting lined the wall,
the stage and sat on the floor in addition to filling seats

dental and related expenses
to address what had been
affirmed by the first three
articles. The funds must be

spent in this fiscal year and
whatever is not spent will
revert to free cash for the
next fiscal year. This was

Colleen Doyle spoke to the
proposed expansion of the
Eversource substation.

approved 138 to 18.
Regarding article four,

Dirschka posed a question

for Town Counsel, Mark

Reich, who was present
along with his associate Atty.
Matthew Skydel.

“How likely is it for
Blandford expending these
funds to prevail against these
projects?”

Reich replied citing
Mass. General Law Ch. 48
sec 3 that allows for solar
facilities. “There are restric-
tions on how you (the town)
can regulate these types of
facilities pursuant to guide-
lines...it’s a difficult pro-
cess.”

Kim Blanchette, long
time resident and descen-
dant of early residents said,
“Blandford has given a lot
already; Springfield Water
and Sewer, the Mass Pike
divided land that can no lon-
ger be used as farm land...
and here we are in a situation
being told we can’t have a
voice. Whatever happened to
‘we the people.””

Select Board member
Jackie Coury read a state-
ment from State Sen. Paul
Mark in part, “Some of what
was said made me feel con-
fident that the towns will
have a good opportunity to
be engaged and if necessary,
will have the tools needed to
stop projects that are not in
the best interest of the com-
munity. We will be with you
every step of the way if that
process unfolds and you need
our help. We are there to help
coordinate with state exec-
utive branch officials and if
necessary, attempt to make
legislative fixes that will help
our rural towns.”

He added, “I was less
than thrilled with some of the
potential problems and ram-
ifications on that end. There
is certainly a lot to consider
in small towns with volunteer
fire departments as a prop-
er balance needs to be met
between local public safety
capacity and statewide policy
goals.”

Coury also noted that

Joel Dusoe from State Rep.
Nicholas Boldyga’s office
responded with an email that
stated, in part, “the Rep. is in
full support of towns having
the autonomy and home rule
authority to make decisions
on whether or not to accom-
modate/approve these types
of projects.”

Rep. Boldyga “voted
against the clean energy
legislation in part because
it stripped municipalities of
their home rule authority and
has since sponsored legisla-
tion to restore those rights.
He believes this was an egre-
gious example of overreach
and certainly shares the con-
cerns that many residents
have expressed about the
impact on safety, the envi-
ronment, infrastructure and
resources.”

After the meeting, Select
Board Chair Cara Letendre
said, “Now that the vote is
done and given direction (to
the town)” she hoped that
everyone could treat each
other as neighbors and act
like adults, and “stop the
conspiracy theories” refer-
encing social media com-
ments.

Coury said there were
“no surprises” with the
“broad vote from the town.”

Select Board member
T.J. Cousineau said he was
“very pleased at the turnout,
overwhelmed. I wish more
people would attend regular
meetings.”

He added, “It showed
how the town is concerned
about solar and battery instal-
lations, and how the state has
treated us in the process...
it seems to me that they (the
state) doesn’t care what hap-
pens in the western part of
the state.”

There were three addi-
tional articles on the warrant
signed by the Select Board
that will be taken up at a
subsequent Special Town
Meeting.
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BLANDFORD

Blandford Finance Committee seeking new members

BLANDFORD - There
are still seats on the Finance
Committee that need to be
filled.

Residents are appointed
so as to represent different
areas of the town equally.
Cutting to the most simple
requirements, if anyone can
balance a checking account,
it is possible to serve on this
committee. Spending can-
not be more than the town’s
income unless special provi-
sions or actions are taken.

Council on Aglng holds eggs Benedict breakfast

BLANDFORD -
Kitchen maven Joann
Martin again demonstrat-
ed her culinary skill with a
breakfast of eggs Benedict,
breakfast potatoes, aka
home-fries, frozen fruited
yogurt and traditional bever-
ages for the Friday, Sept. 26
culinary feast.

The eggs Benedict
are created in layers on an
English muffin as the base,
then Canadian bacon, then
the poached egg and then
over all, Hollandaise sauce.
Martin is a traditional
egg-swirler of a very com-
petent caliber. Poaching
eggs is no slight feat. It
takes patience, skill and
egg-knowledge.

The first step is under-
standing that you have to
break the eggshell with-
out breaking the egg yolk
when it goes into the already
eddied water. It takes two
to three minutes to cook the
egg so

that the yolk is runny
yet the egg white is solid.
That is the fine nuance to
achieving the perfect poach
and then when to skim the
egg out of boiling water. It
takes a bit of practice.

That said, according
to the Town Bylaws, the
Finance Committee consid-
ers estimates and statements
filed by town boards, offi-
cers and committees and
hold hearings, if they deem it
advisable.

The Town Accountant
takes the lead and assem-
bles the town’s finance team,
Finance Committee, treasur-
er/collector and assessors to
work on the overall budget.

The Finance Committee

will recommend presented
budgets as it considers nec-
essary and convenient.

Other duties include
consideration of “all matters
of business within articles
of any warrant for a Town
Meeting and shall, after due
considerations, report the
recommendations as to each
article before each meeting
or vote.”

The recommendations
shall be those of a majority
of the entire committee, but

this shall not be construed to
prevent recommendations of
a minority as such. The com-
mittee shall hold a public
meeting with respect to the
warrant at least seven days
prior to the Town Meeting.

In reporting, the com-
mittee shall state the total
amount of the appropriations
recommended by them on
the entire warrant and the
appropriate tax rate based on
such recommendations.

The report for the annu-

At the table, the complete breakfast was eggs Benedict,

al Town Meeting shall con-
tain a statement of the activ-
ities of the committee during
the year, with such recom-
mendations of suggestions
as it may deem advisable on
any matters pertaining to the
welfare of the Town. It may

make recommendations of

referenda and other matters
on any ballot other than the

choices of individuals for

office.

The busiest time for

this group is approximate-

Serving breakfast at Frlday, Sept 26 Council on Aging breakfast
were Deb Lundgren and Sue Racine.

Then, for the eggs
Benedict, after the muffin
has its slice of Canadian

bacon, there is the sim-
ple turn of the wrist to slip
the perfectly poached egg

breakfast potatoes, frozen fruited yogurt and orange juice.

to top the bacon. The final
elegance creating step is
by this time, easy. Spoon
Hollandaise over all. Martin
uses a bit of lemon as an
accent. Voila, there it is, for
breakfast or lunch.
Historically, this is an
American dish and has many
versions of creation. You

Turley photos by Mary Kronholm

can believe Mrs. Benedict
requested something differ-
ent in the 1860s or in the
1940s as a sure-fire hang-
over cure. Whatever plea-
sure tale one takes as pos-
sible gospel, the creation is
worth it. Seniors are look-
ing forward to the menu for
October.

NORTHAMPTON

GREAT BARRINGTON

Girl Scout troops welcome

NORTHAMPTON -
There a troop openings in mul-
tiple troops for girls in grades 3
through 8.

Hilltown girls welcome.
Three Girl Scout troops in
Northampton have openings
for girls in grades3 through 8.
Girl membership registration
fee is $55 for the year. Hassle
free financial assistance is
available and previous Girl
Scout experience is not nec-
essary.

There are a range of
meeting days and times as fol-
lows: Girl Scout Troop 65028,
grades 4 and 5, meets bi-week-
ly Sundays, at 6:30 p.m.; Girl
Scout Troop 40500 grades 4
through 8 meets bi-weekly
Wednesdays at 5:30 p.m.and
Girl Scout Troop 65207, grade
3, meets bi-weekly Sundays at
3:30 p.m.

To register, people
may visit go.gscwm.org/
Northampton. People may

email nonotuckgirlscouts @
gmail.com with questions. Girl
Scouts is the premier organi-
zation for girls to learn about
leadership, financial literacy,
life skills, science and technol-
ogy, the outdoors, and commu-
nity service.

Girl Scouts of Central and
Western Massachusetts serves
over 6,000 girls in grades K
through 12 with the strong
support of over 3,000 adult
volunteers in 186 towns and
cities in central and western
Massachusetts. The Girl Scout
program allows girls to dis-
cover the fun, friendship, and
power of girls together while
building their personal lead-
ership qualities. GSCWM
supports girls by giving them
extraordinary opportunities to
explore, experience, and learn
about their world and helps
girls recognize that they are
vital members of their com-
munities.

Group hlke planned for Oct. 5

BARRINGTON - The
Western Massachusetts
Hilltown Hikers plan a
guided tour to Reservoir
Rocks on Sunday, Oct. 5 at
1 p.m.

Parking is at Quarry
and Pine Street intersec-
tion. Parking is roadside, so
please do not block drive-
ways. The hike is a moder-
ate three miles on a footpath
to see boulders. Footing will
be uneven and there will be
some elevation and walking
in between boulders with
options for more.

Christy Butler, author
of Berkshire Destinations
and Rockachusetts, will
guild the boulder expe-
dition to see an enormous
field of boulders, some larg-
er than busses and houses.
Automobile sized boul-
ders are everywhere on
East Mountain with many

propped up against each
other, a landslide of boul-
ders.

This area is a mecca
for climbers and boul-
ders with many challeng-
ing and unique bouldering
problems that adventurers
flock to. The land was pur-
chased from the George D.
Goodrich estate in 1922 by
the Great Barrington Fire
District. Spend a day with
us seeing these geological
wonders while Butler enter-
tains with rocks and more
rocks, a true rock heaven
for rock hounds right here
in Western Massachusetts.
Friendly dogs are welcome,
but keep in mind porcupines
love rocks too.

They will hike rain
or shine. Registration is
required. People regis-
ter per car load by vis-
iting  https://western-
masshilltownhikers.

RUSSELL

ticketleap.com. Maps and
bottled water are provided.
Suggested donation is $15.
More details are available
by visiting www.hilltown-
hikers.com .

People may
email westernmasshilltown-
hikers@aol.com or call/text
413-302-0312 if they have
any questions. As always
be prepared for rocks, mud
and roots and bring trekking
poles/

People should con-
sider becoming a member
of Hilltown Hiker if they
like hiking every weekend.
They can sign up by visiting
www.HilltownHikers.com.

Tees, hoodies, hats,
patches and bags will be
for sale by donation at the
event. People may find
out about events, maps,
blog and photos by visit-
ing www.hilltownhikers.
com.

ly December through March
and then participate in the
Annual Town Meeting in
June. Sometimes Special
Town Meetings require their
actions and again, partici-
pation in these meetings is
essential.

Anyone interested
should contact a member of
the Finance Committee for
more information or email
the Select Board at select-
boardadmin @townofbland-
ford.com expressing interest.

OTIS

COA lists
events

OTIS - Regular Council
on Aging events will con-
tinue on Mondays and
Wednesdays throughout the
month.

Exercise class is every
Monday at 10:30 a.m. at the
Town Hall Senior Center..
Haircuts will be available on
Monday, Oct. 6 at the Senior
Center. On Wednesday, Oct..
8, the foot nurse will be
available. People should call
413-269-0100, extension 5
for an appointment for either
a haircut or foot care.

The Senior Center is
closed for Columbus Day
on Monday, Oct. 13 but it
will be open regular hours
for seniors on the next day,
Tuesday, Oct.14. There is a
Halloween pot luck lunch at
noon on Wednesday, Oct.1
and Halloween theme cos-
tumes are optional. Lee
Landing Assisted Living will
conduct an informational
seminar on their services.

The regular COA board
meeting will be on Oct.
20 at 2 p.m. The flu/covid
vaccination clinic is set for
Wednesday, Oct. 29 at the
Senior Center from 11 a.m.-I
p-m.

On Monday, Nov.10,
Steve Rosenthal from
Serving Health Insurance
Needs of Everyone will be
available at 10 a.m. There
will be a sign-up sheet avail-
able if anyone would like
to speak with him private-
ly. Tommy T and the Black
Velvet Band will perform at
the Veterans’ potluck lun-
cheon Wednesday, Nov. 12
at noon.

The holiday luncheon
will be on Dec. 4 at noon at
the Pittsfield Country Club.
The buffet menu includes
rosemary lemon chicken,
braised beef brisket, salmon
with maple mustard glaze,
soup, salad, seasonal vegeta-
bles, potatoes and dessert and
coffee. Attendees are asked
to bring a $10 grab-bag gift.
The cost per person is $35.

For more information
about any of the events, peo-
ple may call Kendra Rybacki
or Director Karen Yvon at
the COA at 413-269-0100,
extension 5.

LIBRARY
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occasionally. Examples
include small kitchen appli-
ances, such as a crockpot,
waffle maker or air fryer,
power tools, outdoor recre-
ational equipment and puz-
zles and games.

“We’ve had a few items
for a while, but are expand-
ing,” Waldorf said, explain-
ing that this can save com-
munity members money on
items they might not use
often. “The broader bene-
fit,” she said, “is it reduces
public consumption of items
that are lightly used and
eventually end up in land-
fills.” Having 50 people
share an air fryer, for exam-
ple, has less of an environ-
mental impact than having
50 people each purchase an
air fryer.

Children’s items are
already on the shelves and
include five exploration
backpack kits for different
topics. An insect backpack
includes a book on identify-
ing bugs, a collection con-
tainer and magnifying glass
to look more closely at the
small creatures. Topics for
the other four backpacks are
ponds and rivers, birds and
wildlife, plants and trees
and the night sky. Adult
items should be available to
take out within the month,
Waldorf said.

Originally from a small
town in North Carolina
(Sparta), Waldorf’s husband
had an Air Force career that
kept them moving all around
the country. They also spent
six years in England, which

she said was lovely. When
he retired, they returned
to North Carolina. When
their daughter graduated
from college and took a job
in Boston, they moved to
Russell to be closer to their
only child.

Waldorf appreciates the
sense of community that you
get by living in a small town.
Working at the library has
helped her meet more of her
neighbors in a social setting,
and get to know people she
might not otherwise come in
contact with.

Waldorf said, “She
doesn’t see that she will
make a lot of changes and
plans to keep going on the
good path they are already

n.” As a staff, they plan
to expand their programs,

events and speakers. They
have just started sending
out an electronic newslet-
ter, which lists new books
and upcoming events. She
encourages people who
want to stay up to date with
what’s going on to subscribe
by emailing rpldirector162@
gmail.com or call 413-862-
6221.

She said the town of
Russell has always been very
financially supportive of the
library, beyond what a lot of
libraries our size see. This is
helpful as the biggest chal-
lenge is the uncertainty over
the future of federal and state
funding. “It is very import-
ant for our library to be able
to provide materials that our
community wants to read,”
she said. “This is an issue

of concern to libraries across
the country.”

One of the library’s
immediate goals includes
expanding the non-fiction
collection, which Waldorf
said has some gaps. “We
want to provide a balanced
collection, and try to have at
least a couple of books on
most topics,” she said. As an
example, the collection has
a lot of political and govern-
mental biographies and some
bios of musicians, but very
few representing sports and
other artists. They have a lot
of cookbooks, but little about
other homemaking skills.
“We want to fill in the gaps
to ensure there’s something
for everybody.”

October is National
Book Month and all are

invited to stop in, check out
the Russell Public Library,
and get a library card. This
spacious and well-equipped
small town library has some-
thing for everybody: a grow-
ing local history section,
fiction, non-fiction, juve-
nile and young adult books
(including graphic novels),
picture books, audio books,
periodicals and DVDs. Three
computers are available for
the public and include new
monitors, which give a bet-
ter “gaming experience.”
Always available: coffee
and tea and a craft table.
The Russell Public Library
is open from 3-7 p.m. on
Monday, Wednesday and
Friday; 10 a.m.-2 p.m. on
Tuesday and Thursday and
10 a.m.-1 p.m. on Saturday.
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WORTHINGTON

FinCom hosts information meeting on 2 %2 override

WORTHINGTON - The
next informational meeting on
the proposed 2 Y2 proposition
override will be on Saturday,
Oct. 4 at 9 a.m.

The meeting will
be available virtually via
GotoMeeting and in person
at R.H. Conwell School.
Attendees can use either
phone or computer to par-
ticipate in the meeting. They
may visit https://www.goto-
meet.me/CharleyRose/select-
board-meeting or phone +1
(646) 749-3112 — Access

Code: 233-643-381.

Baked goods will be
available. Childcare is avail-
able. People may email
Gretchen Morse-Dobosz,
gmorsedobosz@rhconwell.
org or call 413-238-5856.

The FY26 Town Budget,
as approved by Town Meeting
voters on June 7, has a
shortfall of $145,527.70.
Like all communities in
Massachusetts, Worthington
needs to have a balanced bud-
get before it can submit its
tax rate to the Department of

Worthington to hold
fall vaccine clinic

WORTHINGTON - On
Friday, Oct. 10 from 1-4 p.m.
there will be a fall vaccine
clinic at the Worthington
Town Hall, 160 Huntington
Road.

Pre-registration is pre-
ferred by visiting northamp-
tonma.gov/2219/vax. People
should bring their insurance
cars and wear a short sleeved

shirt.

Vaccines are free.
Regular and high dose flu
vaccin and COVID vaccine
Pfizer 65+ will be available.
For those who need held reg-
istering, they may call 413-
587-4903. Hampshire Public
Health Shared Services col-
laborative will administer the
vaccines.

Revenue for approval.

The majority of the
town’s expenses are fixed
costs, such as employee
salaries and cost-of-living
increases. Additionally, the
prices of goods and services
have been rising rapidly for
the past several years, while
town revenue from new
growth has remained rela-
tively flat. The Massachusetts
law known as Proposition 2
V4 strictly limits the amount of
property tax revenue a com-
munity can raise through real

WORTHINGTON
— On Saturday, Oct. 4
from 8 a.m.-noon, peo-
ple may bring their old
fire extinguishers to the
Worthington Fire Station,
51 Huntington Road, to
be evaluated and refilled if
possible by Massachusetts
Fire Technologies.

The event will be
held rain or shine. They
will be able to refill only
type ABC extinguish-
ers from their truck.

Fire Extinguisher Day
takes place Oct. 4

WORTHINGTON
— Police are investigating a
crash resulting in the death of
a Chesterfield man Tuesday,
Sept. 23 in Worthington.

The crash took place

and personal property taxes.

Ways to balance the bud-
get include applying money
from available funds, such as
from the stabilization fund or
free cash to meet the short-
fall, possibly increase local
estimated receipts or reduce
expenses.

The Worthington Select
Board has voted to hold an
election on Nov. 8, asking the
town to consider an override
of the property tax growth
restrictions of Proposition 2
1. The Saturday, Nov. 8 bal-

Cost will depend on size.
Other types (B & C) may
be able to be refilled
at their facility in West
Springfield and returned
for pickup at a later date.
Fire Extinguishers
will be available for sale
on the truck. They will
evaluate people’s extin-
guisher and offer disposal
if it’s not refillable for a
small charge. There will
also be demonstrations of
fire extinguisher usage.

shortly after 1 p.m. on Ireland
Street near Conwell Road.
Police were called to the site
of the single-vehicle motorcy-
cle crash in which a 76- year-
old man had been pronounced

PITTSFIELD

lot will include two questions,
one with an override amount
of $195,000 and a second
with an override amount of
$290,000. To pass, a ques-
tion must be approved by a
majority of the voters. If both
questions pass, the one with
the higher dollar value will
prevail.

If an override is
approved by the voters, the
FY2026 operating bud-
gets, as approved by Annual
Town Meeting in June 2025,
will utilize approximately

$145,000 of either override.
This would leave $45,000 or
$145,000 in untaxed excess
levy capacity for future use
subject to appropriation
by voters at Town Meeting,
enabling the community to
plan for increased cost of liv-
ing and inflation expenses.

Based on our cur-
rent estimate of the deficit
at $145,527.70, an Average
Single Family Property Value
of $382,004 would see an
increase in their annual tax
bill of $286.50.

Grab and go lunch offers
two menu choices

WORTHINGTON - On
Thursday, Oct. 16 from noon-
1 p.m. at Worthington Town
Hall the grab and go lunch
menu will be a choice of
cheese lasagna or baked pota-
to with chili con carne with
corn bread, vegetable blend
and chilled peaches

To reserve a meal, people
may call or text 413-238-1999
by Sunday, Oct. 12 and leave
their name, number of meals
and the name of the person
also receiving the meal, and

dead by emergency workers
at the scene.

Worthington Police,
State Police detectives
attached to the Northwestern
District Attorney’s Office as

their meal choice. New enroll-
ee forms can be downloaded
here and are also available at
the Town Hall bulletin Board
and the COA bulletin board at
Corners Grocery. People can
also fill one out when they
come to pick up.

They should bring a
bag with them to carry their
meals to the car. If they have
any questions, they may call
Phyllis Dassatti 413-238-5962
or email The Worthington
COA.

Police investigate fatal crash last Tuesday

well as with the State Police
Collision Analysis and
Reconstruction and Crime
Scene Services sections also
responded to the crash. The
investigation continues.

1Berkshire welcomes Youth Leadership Program Class of 2026

PITTSFIELD -
1Berkshire welcomes its 14th
Berkshire Youth Leadership
Program class.

This group of 31 high
school juniors from across
the Berkshires was selected
through a competitive appli-
cation process to begin a
year-long leadership devel-
opment program that kicked
off in late May with a three-
day, two-night retreat held at
Camp Becket.

The 2025-2026 Youth
Leadership Class participants
are: Marlie Auger - Drury
High School,

Shiloh Bennet -
Monument Mountain
Regional High School,
Zachary Berry - Taconic High
School, Sunny Cart - Mount
Greylock Regional High
School, Reese Cook-Dubin

- Pittsfield High School,
Armando Coreas - Pittsfield
High School, Danielle
Cramer - Drury High School,
Sadie Cullen - Wahconah
Regional High School,
Charlotte Culver - Lenox
Memorial Middle and High
School

Haydn Derby - Mount
Greylock Regional High
School, Leanna Driscoll
- Lee Middle and High
School, Sara Ehle - Mount
Greylock Regional High
School, Benjamin Glockner -
Pittsfield High School, Lucy
Grant - Wahconah Regional
High School, Robyn Gregg
- Mount Greylock Regional
High School, Sabine Guerra
- Mount Greylock Regional
High School, Clara Janis -
BART Charter,

Cecelia Keogh - Mount

Greylock Regional High

School, Elizabeth Klepetar
- Pittsfield High School,
Anna MacPherson - Charles
H McCann Technical High
School, Greta Mathews -
Lenox Memorial Middle
and High School, Gabriella
Nicastro - Mount Greylock
Regional High School,Anna
Oliva - Lee Middle and
High School, Grace Radzick
- Wahconah Regional High
School, Brooklyn Rodriguez
- Lenox Memorial Middle
and High School, Ethan
Senzel - Lenox Memorial
Middle & High School,
Olivia Silvernail - Hoosac
Valley High School, Abe
Vengalil - Pittsfield High
School, Alanmichael Victor -
Lee Middle and High School,
Gloria Williams - Pittsfield
High School and Sage

Winkler - BART Charter.

This year’s class brings a
wide breadth of experiences,
backgrounds, and potential to
this program. The 1Berkshire
Youth Leadership Program is
focused on helping students
in our region develop and
grow through career oppor-
tunity awareness, leadership
skill development, and the
design and completion of a
9-month-long collective-im-
pact project focused on the
betterment of the Berkshires.
Selected students have shown
a significant capacity to grow
their leadership skills and a
strong desire to have a posi-
tive impact on their commu-
nities.

Over the next seven
months, these 31 students
will convene at locations all
around the region to partici-

Downtown Pittsfield celebrates Halloween Oct. 18

PITTSFIELD -
Downtown Pittsfield, Inc.
announced the return of
Downtown Pittsfield...
It’s Alive to celebrate the
Halloween season.

This year’s event
will be on Saturday, Oct.
18 and will feature three
parts: a Kids” Zone on the
St. Joseph’s Church lawn
from 10 a.m.-1 p.m.; a
Night Circus from 3-6 p.m.
on Dunham Mall, North
Street, and School Street
and Depot After Dark:
Teen Dance Party Edition
from 7-9:30 p.m on Liberty
Street.

The Kids’ Zone will
feature a bounce house,
Halloween-themed arts and
crafts, games, face painting,
balloon twisting, giveaways,

live entertainment, and
more All Kids’ Zone activ-
ities are free, and costumes
are encouraged.

There will be free
Face Painting and Balloon
Twisting by BTC Family
Entertainment (Bowey the
Clown and Magic Brushes);
a live DJ, and Opal Raven
Cirque will perform a vari-
ety show at 11 a.m. and
noon. Downtown Pittsfield,
Inc. will host a Halloween
Paint and Sip activity.

Berkshire Art Center
will be there with a spooky
ghost pull art project for
all ages; and Berkshire
Museum will be there with
their Mobile Museum Unit
and Large Dinosaur Bone
Blocks for children to make
their own dinosaurs.

There will be addi-
tional free activities pro-
vided by the Berkshire
Athenaeum, Berkshire
County Head Start/
Pittsfield CFCE, Berkshire
District Attorney’s Office,
Berkshire Music School,
Foster MA/Adopt MA,
Susan B Anthony Birthplace
Museum, and The Berkshire
County Kids’ Place.

The Night Circus will
feature live ska and punk
rock bands presented by
413ska; a fire show with
Last Ember; free Tarot
Readings by Emily Dunsay
Wild at 90 North Studio;
a beer garden with Hot
Plate Brewing Co.; spe-
cialty alcoholic beverages
from handcrafted Catering;
food from Flavourful Bites,

REGION

Hand Crafted Catering and
Cookie’s Cupcakes and ven-
dors curated by Jake Seeley
of Bomb Shack Vintage.
Last Ember will bring
two fire performances to
School Street at 4 and 5
pm. Jesse M. Thomas (Last
Ember) has dedicated much
of his life to the mastery
of prop manipulation and
fire-spinning. J professional
training. 413ska will pres-
ent three bands on Dunham
Mall: Carson Daluy City
Train from 3-4 p.m,, Datura
from 4:15-5 p.m. and
HardCar from5:15-6 p.m..
Depot After Dark: Teen
Dance Party Edition is open
to Berkshire County high
school students only and
attendees must have a cur-
rent, valid high school ID.

Calendar raffle benefits Cancer House of Hope

Team Butterflies of
Hope will be selling raffle
tickets during the month of
Octobers.

All proceeds will be
donated to the Cancer House

of Hope in West Springfield.
Cost is $20 per raffle ticket.
There will be 36 chances to
win a prize.

Drawings will be every-
day for the month of October.

Fridays will be bonus day,
two names drawn on that day.
For more information or to
purchase calendar/raffle tick-
ets

People may text at

413-478-7711, call Cheryl
at 413-441-0868. Melinda
at 413-244-5831, Joanne at
413-693-6731, Carole at 413-
355-4838 and Cancer House
of Hope at 413-733-1858.

pate in workshops, engage in
meaningful group dialogue,
learn from speakers and one
another, and to develop and
execute their selected col-
lective-impact project. With
a focus on sustainability and
diversity, equity, and inclu-
sion, this year’s program will
also aim to engage students in
meaningful discussions that
create critical reflection and
new levels of self awareness
as we seek to support qual-
ities associated with global
citizenry and cultural humil-
ity

Made possible through
the financial and resource
support of sponsors includ-
ing Berkshire Bank,
Berkshire Health Systems,
Greylock Federal Credit
Union, Becket-Chimney
Corners YMCA, NBT Bank,

and Berkshire Agricultural
Ventures, the 1Berkshire
Youth Leadership Program
is coordinated by 1Berkshire
with the dynamic sup-
port of the volunteer Youth
Leadership Program Steering
Committee, chaired by Julie
Haagenson of New Pathways
Coaching & Consulting. This
committee is composed of
professionals from across the
region who commit their time
and expertise to develop and
facilitate the monthly sessions
for the class, while also offer-
ing advice to the students as
they look to their own futures.
1Berkshire is a coun-
ty-wide marketing and eco-
nomic development organiza-
tion that works to simultane-
ously preserve, position, and
promote Berkshire County’s
profound sense of place.

BCDA announces
fall event Oct. 22

PITTSFIELD -
The Berkshire County
Development Alliance
announces its fall
event, “Fundraising in
a Small Town,” to be held
Wednesday, Oct. 22 from
5:30-7:00 PM at Berkshire
Health Systems’ Bishop
Clapp Building, 742 North
St.

This engaging program
will feature Lisa Lewis,
Director of Development at
Berkshire Health Systems,
who will share her expertise
and insights on strategies
for successful fundraising in
small and close-knit commu-
nities. With a career span-
ning Boston, San Francisco,
and over two decades sup-
porting the Berkshires,
Lisa’s perspectives will res-
onate with nonprofit profes-
sionals, volunteers, and com-
munity members alike.

All community mem-
bers are welcome. Parking
is available on Wahconah
Street and at the intersec-
tion of Wahconah and North
Streets. Light refreshments
will be provided. People
should RSVP by Friday, Oct.
17 via email 413BCDA@
gmail.com or visit bit.
ly/4cDsUjA to learn more.

Founded over two
decades ago, the Berkshire
County Development
Alliance is an informal
group of 150+ development
professionals who represent
Berkshire area nonprofit
organizations in a fundrais-
ing capacity. Members gath-
er up to six times per year
to share information and
engage in dialogue about
advancement issues affecting
the industry. There are no
fees to join and the group is
open to all interested parties.

Check us out on the web

countryjournal.turiey.com



Country Journal e Thursday, October 2, 2025

page 9

OBITUARY

Ann (Annie) Marie
Laurie, 66 of Middlefield,
passed away Sept. 20,
2025 at Berkshire Medical
Center in the company of
her daughter, Jessie Sullivan
Laurie and her wife Mary F.
Courtney after a courageous
battle with a protracted ill-
ness.

Annie was blessed with
a beautiful daughter in 1979,
Jessie, who was the center
of Annie’s universe and for
whom Annie was fiercely
loyal and protective. Annie
took great pride in nurturing
and watching Jessie grow
into the strong and indepen-
dent woman she is today, just
like her mother. Annie was
the tree and Jessie, her own
apple and neither of them
would have wanted it any
other way.

Annie was born in
Springfield on Feb. 21, 1959,
the daughter of Earl Laurie
(deceased) and Marguerite
Ryan Laurie, she was the sis-
ter to Doug Laurie (Sherry)
and Shawn Laurie. After a
time living among the grape
vineyards of California, her
family returned to Chester,
Massachusetts by way of
the Woodstock traffic jam
which she remembered with
great fondness. She attend-
ed Gateway Regional High
School in the 70s, spending
most of her time with her
best friend Tina Cook, or in
the art class cultivating her
natural artistic talent that
would become her touch-
stone and lifelong passion
for the years to come.

As the adventurous
person she was, Annie trav-
eled back to California on
a Greyhound bus in 1977
reconnecting with her favor-
ite Uncle Ray and his clan

Ann (Annie) Marie, Laurie, 66

until returning to
Middlefield where
she would settle
down, become
the proud moth-
er to Jessie and
create her own
family. She val-
ued spending time
with her mother
sharing stories of
her life in Canada, stopping
by Doug’s garage to catch
up and often holding family
gatherings at Annie’s home
for the holidays with various
members of both the Laurie
and Courtney families in
attendance. Annie cherished
the small-town community
and relationships she made
in Middlefield over the years
and loved you all.

Annie was a collector of
sorts, mostly of lost children,
wild souls, eccentric mis-
fits and artistic outcastes as
she would sometimes refer
to herself with unapologet-
ic pride. She was the most
authentic, generous and kind-
hearted person you could
meet with a touch of cantan-
kerous sarcasm and humor
thrown in on the side. She
would, and did, give people
the shirt off her back expect-
ing nothing in return. If she
had an opinion, and she usu-
ally did, about something
that was important to her, she
was brave enough to speak
up and share it while accept-
ing that others had a place
for their own beliefs.

As her mother would
say, Annie was always a
free spirit and stubborn in
the best way possible, both
traits she carried with her
throughout her life. She and
her mother weathered the
growing pains most mothers
and daughters do and came

through the storm
both the better for
1t.

Annie spent
her early profes-
sional years work-
ing with special
needs children in
residential pro-
grams, where
she and Mary
met in 1984. They became
fast friends, grew into part-
ners and soon settled down
with Jessie, as a family in
all its meaning. After more
than twenty years together,
Annie and Mary official-
ly tied the knot, on July 17,
2004. They were lifelong
partners; co-Mom’s to Jessie
and the best of friends born
of a life together of more
than forty years. Annie
was truly the yin to Mary’s
yang. They established a
homestead, affectionately
called Petticoat Junction in
Middlefield, frequented by
creatures of all descriptions,
family and friends from all
walks of life and blessed
with the peace only mother
nature can provide. A coffee
and a game of dominos on
the front porch listening to
Bob Dylan and being visit-
ed by the not so occasion-
al bear, hummingbirds, bald
eagle affectionately named
“six” and various other furry
and feathery neighbors made
Annie’s day. It truly was
the simple things in life that
meant the most to her art,
music and a good campfire
with family and friends was
really what mattered most.

She returned to art
school in 1990 and was
very proud to earn a 3.9
GPA and received her asso-
ciate’s degree in fine arts,
from Berkshire Community

College. Learning and col-
laborating with the faculty
and art students at BCC were
some of Annie’s most trea-
sured relationships.

Annie was the original
creator of the Art On No,
community art project in
Pittsfield, followed by her
realizing her lifelong dream
of opening her own commu-
nity art gallery, A Reason
To Pause Art and Artisans
Gallery in 2022 in Cheshire.
She treasured collaborating
with her good friends, Bob
Stone and Scott Taylor and
would want them to know
their friendship was deeply
important to her always.

She is survived by her
wife, Mary Courtney of
Middlefield; her daugh-
ter, Jessie Sullivan Laurie
of Becket and various
grand puppies, her moth-
er Marguette Laurie, broth-
ers Doug Laurie and Shawn
Laurie, her beloved Courtney
clan especially including her
many nieces and nephews,
who all held a very special
place in Annie’s heart, and
large extended family of
friends.

A celebration of life
service will be at Becket
Federated Church, 3381
Main St, Becket, on
Saturday, Oct. 4, 2025 at
11:30 a.m. with Iunch to fol-
low, across from the Becket
Library.

In lieu of flowers, dona-
tions can be made to the
Middlefield Senior Center
c/o Middlefieldma.coa@
gmail.com.

The family wishes to
thank Dr. Alsmann, Dr.
Olberg, the nurses and the
incredible CCU staff of
Berkshire Medical Center for
their compassionate care.

PUBLIC NOTICES

DEATH NOTICE

LAURIE, ANN (ANNIE) MARIE

Died Sept. 20 2025
Celebration of Life Service Oct. 4 at 11:30 .m.
Becket Federated Church, 3381 Main St., Becket
Donations Middlefield Senior Center
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OBITUARY POLICY

obituaries.

date and place.

Turley Publications offers two types of

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral

The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $275,
which allows families to publish extended death
notice information of their own choice and may
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid
Obituaries should be submitted through a
funeral home to: obits @turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.

A

A

2

newspaper title.

PUBLIC NOTICES
ARE NOW ONLINE

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by

3 Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’
public notice web site to search all notices in
Massachusetts newspapers.

Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon,
Fridays noon for Monday holidays.

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

TOWN OF MIDDLEFIELD
Senior Center Crawlspace
Structural Repairs and
Renovations — Phase 11
Invitation to Bid

The Town of Middlefield is
accepting Bids from state certi-
fied general contractors to make
repairs and renovations to the
crawlspace area in the Town Se-
nior Center located at 169 Sky-
line Trail in Middlefield, MA
01243. Work will include selec-
tive building demolition, existing
building services MEP/FP selec-
tive demolition and new services,
construction of an access door to
the crawlspace, installation of
ventilation equipment, the instal-
lation of insulation in the crawl-
space, insulation of utility lines,
and related work included in the
plans and specifications.

Bid documents will be avail-
able commencing on Septem-
ber 29, 2025, by contacting the
Town Assistant Administrator at
middlefield.assistant at gmail.
com. or by calling the Middle-
field Town Hall at 413-623-2079
ext.2. Bids can also be picked
up at the Select Board Office in
person, from the Middlefield Ad-
ministrative Assistant on Mon-
days from 1:00 P.M. to 6:00 P.M.
and Wednesdays from 4:00 P.M.
to 6:00 PM. The Select Board
Office is located in the Town
Hall, 188 Skyline Trail Mid-

ADAMS

dlefield MA 01243. There is no
cost for the first set of Bid Doc-
uments.

A Pre-bid Site Visit will be
held for all interested parties on
October 6, 2025, at 10:00 A.M.
at the front entrance to the Senior
Center, 169 Skyline Trail Mid-
dlefield, MA 01243.

The Bid deadline is Octo-
ber 15, 2025, at 2:00P.M. Bids
will be opened immediately after
the close of Bidding. The proj-
ect will start immediately after
award (approximately October
22,2025) and shall be completed
no later than December 12, 2025.

Note: Massachusetts Prevail-
ing Rates are required to be paid
on this project.

Questions can be directed
to Curt Robie, Member, Select
Board by calling 413-623-2079,
413-374-2082, or by email: mid-
dlefield. CDR @gmail.com.
09/25, 10/02/2025

NOTICE OF
MORTGAGEE’S
SALE OF REAL ESTATE

By virtue and in execution of
the Power of Sale contained in a
certain mortgage given by Jus-
tin Day to Mortgage Electronic
Registration Systems, Inc., as
nominee for Inland Bank and
Trust, dated December 17, 2015
and recorded in the Hampshire
County Registry of Deeds in

Book 12155, Page 171, of which
mortgage the undersigned is the
present holder, by assignment
from: Mortgage Electronic Reg-
istration Systems, Inc., as nomi-
nee for Inland Bank and Trust, its
successors and assigns to Wells
Fargo Bank N.A., recorded on
September 27, 2018, in Book
No. 13089, at Page 30 Wells
Fargo Bank, N.A. to J.P. Morgan
Mortgage Acquisition Corp., re-
corded on February 2, 2021, in
Book No. 13965, at Page 108 J.P.
Morgan Mortgage Acquisition
Corp. to DLJ Mortgage Capital,
Inc., recorded on May 19, 2022,
in Book No. 14556, at Page 212
DLJ Mortgage Capital, Inc. to
J.P. Morgan Mortgage Acquisi-
tion Corp., recorded on Novem-
ber 1, 2024, in Book No. 15273,
at Page 290 DLJ Mortgage Cap-
ital, Inc. to J.P. Morgan Mort-
gage Acquisition Corp., recorded
on June 20, 2025, in Book No.
15452, at Page 123 J.P. Morgan
Mortgage Acquisition Corp. to
U.S. Bank Trust National Asso-
ciation, not in its individual ca-
pacity but solely as owner trustee
for RCAF Acquisition Trust,
recorded on June 20, 2025, in
Book No. 15452, at Page 126 for
breach of the conditions of said
mortgage and for the purpose
of foreclosing, the same will be
sold at Public Auction at 2:00
PM on October 14, 2025, on the

mortgaged premises located at
14 Pleasant Street, Huntington,
Hampshire County, Massachu-
setts, all and singular the prem-
ises described in said mortgage,

TO WIT: The land in Hunting-
ton, in the County of Hampshire
and Commonwealth of Massa-
chusetts, bounded and described
as follows:

Beginning at the southeasterly
corner of land now or formerly
of James Kirby at a stone post
on the westerly side of Pleasant
Street, so-called;

thence SOUTHERLY on said
Pleasant Street one hundred and
nineteen (119) feet to a stone
post at land now or formerly of
Mary E. Graney;

thence WESTERLY on land of
said Graney about ninety-eight
(98) feet to a stone post at land
formerly of Fred P. Stanton;

thence NORTHERLY on land
formerly of Fred P. Stanton one
hundred and nineteen (119) feet
to a stone post at land of said
Kirby;

thence EASTERLY on land
of said Kirby about ninety-eight
(98) feet to a stone post, it being
the place of beginning.

For mortgagor’s(s’) title see
deed recorded with Hampshire
County Registry of Deeds in
Book 12155, Page 168. These
premises will be sold and con-
veyed subject to and with the

benefit of all rights, rights of
way, restrictions, easements,
covenants, liens or claims in the
nature of liens, improvements,
public assessments, any and all
unpaid taxes, tax titles, tax liens,
water and sewer liens and any
other municipal assessments or
liens or existing encumbrances
of record which are in force and
are applicable, having priority
over said mortgage, whether or
not reference to such restrictions,
easements, improvements, liens
or encumbrances is made in the
deed.

TERMS OF SALE: A depos-
it of Five Thousand ($5,000.00)
Dollars by certified or bank
check will be required to be paid
by the purchaser at the time and
place of sale. The balance is
to be paid by certified or bank
check at Harmon Law Offices,
P.C., 150 California St., New-
ton, Massachusetts 02458, or by
mail to P.O. Box 610389, New-
ton Highlands, Massachusetts
02461-0389, within thirty (30)
days from the date of sale. Deed
will be provided to purchaser for
recording upon receipt in full of
the purchase price. The descrip-
tion of the premises contained in
said mortgage shall control in the
event of an error in this publica-
tion.

Other terms, if any, to be an-
nounced at the sale.

WESTFIELD

U.S. BANK TRUST
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION,
NOT IN ITS INDIVIDUAL
CAPACITY BUT SOLELY AS
OWNER TRUSTEE FOR
RCAF ACQUISITION TRUST
Present holder of said mortgage
By its Attorneys,
HARMON LAW OFFICES, P.C.
150 California St.
Newton, MA 02458
(617)558-0500
26241
09/18, 09725, 10/02/2025

Town of Worthington
Invitation for Bids
Wood Heating System

The Town of Worthington is
seeking a highly qualified con-
tractor to design and install a re-
newable, modern wood heating
system compliant with 225 CMR
16.00: the Alternative Portfolio
Standard, to be located at the
town’s fire station at 51 Hunting-
ton Road. To request the com-
plete IFB email Peggy at select
board @worthington-ma.us.

Mandatory pre-bid site visit
will be held at 4 PM on Octo-
ber 8th, 2025.

Bids are due by noon, Friday,
October 17th, 2024. It is nec-
essary that the project be opera-
tional prior to the 2025/26 heat-
ing season.

10/02/2025

DCR lists viewing dates
at Mount Greylock
State Reservation

ADAMS - Beginning
Saturday, Oct. 4 and con-
tinuing through Sunday,
Oct. 19, the Department of
Conservation and Recreation
will limit recreational activ-
ities on the eastern vista
on the summit of Mount
Greylock State Reservation
to viewing only on weekends
and holidays.

Other activities like

hang-gliding and paragliding
will be permitted on week-
days, but not on weekends or
holidays to ensure the safe-
ty of all park visitors, during
peak fall foliage.

The park will be open
for viewing only on the fol-
lowing days: Oct. 4, 5, 11,
12,13, 18 and 19.

PLEASE REMEMBER TO
RECYCLE THIS NEWSPAPER

Westfield Bank promotes Kelly Pignatare to First VP

WESTFIELD - Kelly
Pigantare recently was
promoted to First Vice
President, Manager of Retail
Banking and Business
and Government Deposit
Services at Westfield Bank.

Pignatare has over two
decades of banking experi-
ence, in both retail and busi-
ness capacities. In her new
role, she will drive deposit
and loan growth, as well as
customer service excel-
lence, across all Westfield
Bank branch locations
and the bank’s Business
and Government Deposit
Services Department, respon-
sible for providing deposit
and cash management ser-

vices to commer-
cial and municipal
customers.
“Kelly
brings a valuable
blend of expe-
rience, strong
leadership and
a deep commit-
ment to commu-
nity,” said Kevin
C. O’Connor,
Executive
Vice President and Chief
Operating Officer of
Westfield Bank. “We’re
excited to see her continued
growth at Westfield Bank and
are confident in her ability
to lead the Retail Banking
and Business & Government

Kelly Pignatare

Deposit Services
teams.”

Pignatare
has served in
many roles at
Westfield Bank,
most recently as
a Vice President
and Regional
Manager. In 2023,
she graduated
from the New
England School
for Financial Studies, com-
pleting an intensive two-year
program for banking profes-
sionals.

A local resident,
Pignatare is deeply involved
with the community, and
serves as a board member

for the Pathlight Advisory
Board and the Pioneer Valley
Conference for Women,
where she was chosen as a
panelist for the 2025 confer-
ence held earlier this year.

Westfield Bank is a
federally chartered savings
bank organized in 1853 and
is the largest publicly trad-
ed bank headquartered in
Western Massachusetts.
Currently, the bank has
twenty-five branch offic-
es, fifty ATMs and an addi-
tional thirty- three seasonal
ATMs and serves Hampden
and Hampshire counties in
Western Massachusetts and
Hartford County in Northern
Connecticut.
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Council on Aging announces events

GOSHEN - The Goshen
Council on Aging announces
a foliage ride and picnic will
take place on Friday, Oct. 3
at 11:30 a.m. at Mt. Sugarloaf
State Reservation.

People should meet at
the town parking lot. The
COA arranged to have the
Easy Ride Van drive those
who would like a ride or they
can choose to meet us there.
They plan to have a picnic
Iunch at the top at 12:30 p.m.

There are trails to hike
from the bottom if they would
like or take a drive to the top
and walk some trails from
there. The van will leave the
Goshen Town Parking Lot at
11:30 a.m. and Kerry needed
to know if they would like to
ride on the van by Sept 26. If
they plan to drive themselves
also let Kerry know so they
have enough food for the pic-
nic.

On Friday, Oct. 3
Community Connections
Group meets from 10 11
a.m. downstairs in the Town

Hall. Jennifer O’Connell will
be the presenter and she will
complete a Sound Healing
session with participants. She
uses crystal bowls and chimes
to promote relaxation, reduce
stress and help the body enter
a restorative state. If people
have not yet tried this type
of class, they should consid-
er joining. It is a very unique
and restful experience.

On Tuesday, Oct. 14 the
monthly luncheon will be a
festive one Martha and the
Strummers, a thirteen piece
ukulele band that includes
several Goshen residents, will
entertain after lunch. They
came last year and had peo-
ple dancing in the aisles with
their lively music. The lunch
will be catered by Spruce
Corner Restaurant and they
will have teriyaki chicken,
vegetable fried rice, vegeta-
bles and a salad. They will
also serve a festive and deli-
cious dessert. People should
wear Hawaiian shirts or col-
orful clothing to make this a

fun day. People should call
Kerry Normandin at 413-268-
9354 by Tuesday, Oct. 6 to
sign up. Suggested$5 dona-
tion appreciated.

On Wednesday, Oct. 15
games group meets from 2-4
p-m. in the library. Games
are available, but people
may bring a game if they
like. On Thursday, Oct. 16
Technology Help, Goshen’s
own Stephen Morley, will
provide drop in help for tech-
nology questions from noon-
2 p.m. in the library. This is
held on the third Thursday of
the month. The COA is grate-
ful for his willingness to vol-
unteer his time and talent.

On Tuesday, Oct. 21
from 12:30-1:30 at the Town
Hall come meet the new
public health nurse for the
Foothills Health District, Lily
Stafford RN, BSN. She plans
to visit the Goshen COA
monthly and can do blood
pressure checks, answer
health questions, referral
questions and connect people

alphabet
18. Periodical (slang)
19. Smooth singer Cole
20. Dorsal sclerites in
insects
22. One from Utah
23. The world of the
dead
25. Singer Redding
26. Mafia head
27. Wrongly
28. Unhappy
30. Anger
31. Dark olive black
33. Places to sit and

45. Swiss river

48. A banana has one
50. Afrikaans

52. Relative biological

effectiveness (abbr.)

53. Agave

55. Journalist Tarbell

56. One-time tech
leader

5. Becomes less intense
6. Consume

7. Type of catfish

8. “Horsetown, U.S.A.”

9. Atomic #50

10. The Muse of lyric

poetry

11. Brings back to life
13. Humorous critiques

57. Incidentally (abbr.) 15. Cool!

58. Intestinal 17. Worst
bacterium 18. Wet dirt

63. Loose sheats 21. Useful

around the spinal
cord

23. Hebrew unit of liquid

capacity

GLUES ACROSS eat 65. Accompanies nook  24. High schoolers’ test
1. Native American 35. Made a mistake 66. Vogue 27. Internet device
people of CA 37. Damp 67. Highly excited 29. City in India
5. Long periods of 38. Banned fuel type 32. A place to rest
time (Brit.) 40. Actor Damon CLUES DOWN 34. Chat responder
10. Classroom tool 41. What thespians do 1. Witch 35. A way to move on
12. Rods 42. A polite address 2. Utilize 36. What consumers are
14. One who renews for a woman 3. Writing utensil given
16. They start the 44. Disallow 4. Where rockers work  39. Digital audiotape

40. More (Spanish)

43, Disfigured

44, White (Spanish)

46. Church building

47. Georgia rockers

49. Surgeon’s tool

51. “Much __ about
nothing”

54. Make by braiding

59. Local area network

60. Unit of work

61. Indigenous person of
Thailand

62. Liquefied natural gas

64. Distance to top
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to resources.

On Tuesdays, Oct. 21
and 28 Highland Valley Elder
Services provides lunches on
the third and fourth Tuesdays
of the month with pick up
from the Goshen Town Hall
from 12:30-1 p..m. The meal
choices on Oct. 21 are chick-
en and vegetable soup or tur-
key and gravy, and on Oct. 28
the meal choices are chicken
and white bean chili or spin-
ach and cheese quiche. The
meals also include milk, veg-
etables, and a dessert. If peo-
ple have not signed up and
would like to, they may call
Kerry Normandin at 413-268-
9354 to fill out a brief intake
form. There is a suggest-
ed $4 donation that is given
to Highland Valley Elder
Services to offset the cost of
the meal.

On Friday, Oct. 31 is
Halloween. The COA plans
on decorating a car and hand-
ing out treats at the Goshen
Trunk or Treat Event this
year. Volunteers

Historical Society to
hold colonial sampler

BUCKLAND - The
Buckland Historical Society
will offer a Colonial Sampler
at the Wilder Homestead,
129 Rte. 112, on Sunday,
Oct. 12 from 2-5 p.m.

People will step into the
past at the Wilder Homestead
and sample activities from
the Colonial era. There will
be open hearth cooking, farm

animals, spinning, weaving,
folk painting display, music
of the 1700s and Morris
dancers.

In addition, there
will be tours through the
Saltbox Home Museum, the
Shoemaker Shop and view
the restoration of the 1780
English barn. Admission is
free.

413.283.8393 e~ classifieds@turley.com
24 Water St., Palmer ¢ 80 Main St., Ware

THIS WEEK'S HOROSGOPES

ARIES CANCER LIBRA CAPRICORN
Mar 21/Apr 20 Jun 22/Jul 22 Sept 23/0ct 23 Dec 22/Jan 20

Your energy is off the Take some time for self-  Your natural charm and  Take some time for deep
charts this week, Aries.  care this week, Cancer.  diplomatic skills make reflection,  Capricorn.

This is the perfect time
to start a new fitness
regimen or tackle proj-
ects that you’'ve been
putting off for a while.

TAURUS

Apr 21/May 21

Focus on your finances
this week, Taurus. A new
opportunity to increase
your income or make an
investment comes your
way. Your practical na-
ture will facilitate sound
decision-making.

GEMINI

May 22/Jun 21

Your communication
skills are very power-
ful right now, Gemini.
Whether it is a difficult
conversation or a cre-
ative collaboration, you
will find the right words
to express yourself.

Your intuition is strong
and your inner voice will
lead you to what will ul-
timately bring security
and comfort.

LEO

Jul 23/Aug 23

Leo, you are shining
brightly right now. This
is your time to be seen
and celebrated. Step
into the spotlight at work
or in your social circle.
Your confidence will be
contagious.

VIRGO

Aug 24/Sept 22
Productivity and organi-
zation are the name of
the game this week, Vir-
go. You will feel a sense
of satisfaction from
checking off tasks and
bringing order to your
surroundings.

you a sought-after
companion, Libra. This
means your social life
may be buzzing right
now with plenty of peo-
ple staying close.

SCORPIO

Oct 24/Nov 22

You are in a powerful
position to achieve your
professional goals, Scor-
pio. A new project or rec-
ognition at work might
be on the horizon. Stay
focused.

SAGITTARIUS
Nov 23/Dec 21

Adventure is calling you,
Sagittarius. Whether it is
travel plans, a new work
project or trying a new
restaurant, you will be
seeking novel experienc-
es this week.

You can find clarity by
looking inward and un-
derstanding what drives
you. Expect some good
news by midweek.

AQUARIUS

Jan 21/Feb 18

Your relationships are a
great source of joy this
week, Aquarius. You may
connect with others who
share your unique vi-
sion and ideas. Don’t be
afraid to be yourself.

PISCES

Feb 19/Mar 20

Creativity is flowing right
now, Pisces. Devote
some time to a passion
project, whether it is art,
music or writing. It is al-
right to daydream a little
while as well.

Here's How It Works:

Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine
3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each
row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row,
column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will
appear by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The
more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

Fun By The
Numbers

Like puzzles?
Then you'll love
sudoku. This
mind-bending
puzzle will have
you hooked from
the moment you
square off, so
sharpen your
pencil and put
your sudoku
savvy to the test!

% Authorized Caterpillar Hydraulic Hose Dealer * Hydraulic Hoses

Call “DALE”

8-12 BIRGE AVE., WESTFIELD

Dial 568-8944 o 568-1611 FaAx # 568-1554

NATIONALLY ADVERTISED MERCHANDISE FOR ALL MAKES & MODELS

WHOLESALLKE RETAIL
* Complete Auto Machine Shop Service  Engine Rebuilding Of All Kinds

Now stocking
Car Quest
Filters made
by WIX,
Amalie Oil,
Bailing Twine
&
Tractor Parts
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COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE

Call us at 413.283.8393

FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD
Fresh cut & split $225.00
Seasoned cut & split $325.00
All hardwood.
Tree length available
*Also have seasoned softwood for outdoor
boilers (Cheap). Quality & volumes guar-
anteed!! New England Forest Products
(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood
Furnace. EPA Certified. Titanium Stainless
Steel. $2K Tax Credit. Call (508)882-
0178

MISCELLANEOUS

ALASKA CHANNING STOVE 2020
CHANNING 111, Model 140, paddle feed.
Very good condition. Excellence source to
heat up to 85000 BTUs. 48” hearth pad in-
cluded. Reasonable offer. 413-238-7848.

RETIRED ELECTRICIAN has tools and
supplies for sale. Call 413-658-8535.

MOVING SALE

MOVING SALE!
OCTOBER 4, 9AM-1PM.
No early birds.

1 Pioneer Drive, Palmer.

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs,
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys,
Games, coins, sterling, Glass-
ware, Silver-plated items, watches,
Musical instruments, typewriters,
sewing machines, tools, radios,
clocks, lanterns, lamps, kitchen-
ware, cookware, knives, military,
automotive, fire department, ma-
sonic, license plates, beer cans,
barware, books, oil cans, adver
tising tins,hunting, fishing, signs,
and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

ALWAYS BUYING
ALL ANTIQUES:

Musical  instruments,  guitars,
horns, keyboards, vintage electron-
ics, jewelry, coins, watches, military
cameras, sports memorabilia, art,
sterling, signs, automotive, hunt-
ing, advertising, radios, ham radio
equipment, audio equipment, toys,
one item or entire estate.
Call Paul 413-206-8688.

Find archives of this
local newspaper at

SERVICES WANTED

NEED SNOWPLOWING THIS WIN-
TER for 200’ gravel driveway by 9 a.m. in
Belchertown on Old Bay Road. Call 413-
687-1090.

A Gall We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC
Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned compa-
ny. MA License #8101A1.

Call John at (413)206-6509

EXCAVATING

ELIOT STARBARD EXCAVATION
35+ yrs of happy customers.
508-882-0140

MINI EXCAVATOR for hire. Fully op-

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs,
sheds, decks. Same day service.
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted.
Free estimates on phone.

Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

413-531-1936 erated. Shurb removal, electrical trenches.
Drainage work. Minor demolition. Licensed/
CREDT CPRpo Acoer D insured. Call 413-315-1614.
ARA JUNK
FURNITURE HOME
REMOVAL IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile,
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding,
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

ALL-BRITE GUTTER SERVICES.
Seamless gutters, leaf guards, and gutter
repair. Contact for your free consultation
508-989-4662. Your local gutter profes-
sional. Huntington, MA HIC#215976

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging.
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls.
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

PJ’s Electrical
MASTER ELECTRICIAN
e Licensed & Insured ¢
Providing safe, reliable electrical
services for residential and com-
mercial projects.
NOW OFFERING FREE
CONSULTATIONS.
Call today to schedule your appointment.
(413) 366-1703
(Lic. #24046-A)

BUILT 'N POWERED. Serving all your
electrical and construction needs. Fully
insured and licensed. Free estimates. 10%
Senior and Veteran's discounts. Call Tom
413-472-4104. Electrical Lic. #56789/
CLS Lic. #104505

LICENSED ELECTRICIAN
| offer good quality electrical work.
No project too small.
Service upgrades, pools.
Trustworthy, dependable & insured.
Master Elec. #20773A.
Text/call Luis 413-218-3301.

CHAMELEON

PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
Remodeling &

Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured e Free Estimates

413-351-1147

LANDSCAPING

A+ ROZELL'S
LANDSCAPING &
BOBCAT SERVICE

Excavator Services
Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured
Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe, insured. Professional. Please
call Bob (413)537-5789 (413)538-
7954.

LAWN & GARDEN

*COMPOSTED LOAM* 3/8” screened,
$40/yd. deliv., 10 yd min.; No additives, fill-
ers or by-products. Local deliv. to Oakham
and surrounding towns only. Eliot Starbard
508-882-0140.

MASONRY

C)

MASONRY HARDSCAPE
RETAINING WALLS

Chimney Repair
Foundation Repair
Steps, Patios
Stone Veneer
Brick Work
Water Proofing
Cord Wood

Brian French
(413) 222-5542

cjmasonryhardscape
@gmail.com

STOP WET
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING
All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790.
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

Home Improvement

“Walker
(]

Handyman Services

Finish Carpentry ¢
Framing ¢ Drywall ¢
Painting * & more!

413) 687'5552/

PAINTING

PRO PAINTING
Low, low prices. All phases interior, exterior
painting and wallpapering. Also minor car-
pentry. 413-310-5099.

PLUMBING

GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING &
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations,
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen &
Bath remodeling. 30 years experience.
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505

ROOFING

BW ROOFING. Home improvement con-
tractor Reg. #175887. Free estimates. 15
years experience. 413-727-9846

TREE WORK

AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman's Comp. Remove
them before the wind takes them down.
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates.
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

H & H TREE SERVICE All phases of
tree care. Call Dave413-668-6560 day/
night.

STUMP GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

STUMP GRINDING
413-213-5470

SAW Stump Grinding
Call for a Free Estimate, Veteran Owned,
Fully Insured
WWW.SAWSTUMPGRINDING.COM
413-213-5470
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Quabbin ——

Village Hills
Circulation:
50,500

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

All Three ZONES for $26.00
for 20 words plus 50¢ for
each additional word.

GREAT VALUE!

ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR
THE PRICE OF ONE!

Make checks payable to Turley Publications

BRINFIELD

STURBRIDGE

- M

Suburban

Residential
Circulation:
59,000

TUNE-UPS

A&M TUNE-UPS

Snowblowers, Push Lawnmowers,
Riding Mowers & Small Engine Repair.
Work done at your home.

Call Mike (413) 348-7967

E CE
CASH PAID AS IS

CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

2007 FORD E150 VAN, 86655 mile-
age includes: steel partition door, shelving,
cabinets, bins/racks, roof racks. Call for info
413-658-8535.

AKC CHOCOLATE LABRADOR pup-
pies ready for loving homes. Must see!
Contact/text Pam 413-388-1866 for de-
tails.

HOLE SPECIALIST, Ludlow MA is look-
ing to hire machine shop assistant. Good
mechanical abilities and basic blueprint
reading required. Full and part time posi-
tions available.

Email Bob@HoleSpecialists.com

PART TIME SNOWPLOW
DRIVERS NEEDED

Part time snowplow drivers are
needed for the Town of New Brain-
tree for the 2025-2026 season. Po-
sitions available for both CDL and
non-CDL License.

If you are interested, please contact
Highway Superintendent
Richard Ayer at
(508) 867-2451
or email
hwysecretary@
newbraintree.org.

FOR RENT

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act,
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or
intention to make any such preference,
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not
knowingly accept any advertising for real
estate which is in violation of the law. All
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal
opportunity basis.

GREEN STREET, PALMER Newly
renovated 1 bedroom apt. porch, off-street
parking, coin-op laundry, $1,500/ mo in-
cludes heat. No Pets. Call Tom 413-896-
1555

QUAINT WEST BROOKFIELD
BROOKHAVEN LAKE by babbling
brook, I-shaped 2bdrm. ranch, 2/full baths,
finished basement, walkout slider, en-
closed front porch. Enjoy nature trails, very
quiet private area. $2850/monthly rental
fee. Bernice Stone 774-262-6667.

| =
=

All real estate advertising in this newspaper
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise
any preference, limitation or discrimination
based on race, color, religion, sex,
handicap, familial status (number of
children and or pregnancy), national
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any
intention to make any such preference,
limitation or discrimination.

This newspaper will not knowingly accept
any advertising for real estate that is in
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby
informed that all dwellings advertising in
this newspaper are available on an equal
opportunity basis. To complain about
discrimination call The Department of
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD”
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E.
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll
free number for the hearing impaired is
1-800-927-9275.

Classified
Advertising

DEADLINE
FRIDAY AT NOON
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Leave a Lasting Impression.
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Every detail matters — from the layout
you envision to the materials you choose.
Together, they shape a home filled with
lasting memories. Let us help you frame in\
life’s everyday moments with beautiful H

new windows that bring light, warmth, and
clarity to your space.

OF WESTERN MASS

413-485-7335 ¢ WindowWorldOfWesternMA.com ¢ Belchertown ¢ Westfield ¢« Adams




