
By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

The communi ty  of 
Cummington brought back 
Riverfest  on Saturday, 
Sept. 19. 

The festivities hap-
pened throughout Main 
Street in Cummington, 
which become a rural hub 
where art ,  history and 
ecology are celebrated. 
The event made its debut 

last year and was heavily 
inspired by being in close 
connection to the Westfield 
River. 

Organ ize r s  Maude 
Haak-Frendscho and Kate 
Eiseman agreed that creat-

ing Riverfest was all part 
of having “a celebration of 
place and community.” 

The event is  made 
possible thanks to sever-
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CUMMINGTON

By Wendy Long
Correspondent

T h e  H u n t i n g t o n 
Library Trustees voted 
to approve a five-year 
strategic plan compiled 
and prepared by Library 
Director Amanda Loiselle, 
in collaboration with the 
Trustees. 

The plan was approved 
with no changes at the 
August 19 Trustees meet-
ing. The Strategic Plan 
forecasts library needs and 
direction for 2027 through 
2032.  I t  includes the 
library’s history and mis-
sion, a brief history of the 
town, a community profile 
and describes the planning 
process. 

Five goals are out-
lined: to maintain an inclu-
sive library, to strength-
en town connections, to 
reimagine space for all 
generations, to expand 
access and impact, and to 
promote cultural engage-
ment and collaboration.

T h e  a p p e n d i c e s 
include the community 
survey and data collection 
methods used to inform the 
plan.

The report concludes 
with a SOAR Summary, 
which came out of a com-
munity focus group facil-

itated by Michelle Eberle, 
a Massachusetts Library 
System Consultant. 

The summary outlines 
the strengths, opportuni-
ties, aspirations and results 
that were identified during 
that focus group. Identified 
strengths included the 
staff, technology support, a 
diverse collection, the cre-
ative use of space, resourc-
es, the new website and the 
Artist of the Month series. 

Opportunities included 
community outreach, con-
necting people with shared 
experiences, outdoor space 
(the pollinator garden, 
seating), collaboration 
with schools, non-profits 
and the town’s recreation 
programs, increased dona-
tions to the Friends of the 
Huntington Public Library 
and advocacy through sto-
rytelling.

Identified aspirations 
were to improve salaries, 
benefits and the workspace 
for staff; have an accessible 
community meeting space; 
serve as the cultural hub 
of the community, offer an 
outdoor gathering space 
with a path to the town’s 
playground, focus on read-
ing and knowledge, and 
offer a makerspace. 

Library trustees approves 
five year strategic planBy Mary Kronholm

Correspondent

S e l e c t  B o a r d  m e t 
Monday, Sept. 14 with repre-
sentatives of NextEra Energy 
for the second time this 
summer to request approv-
al of proposed conservation 
restrictions on their solar 
field property on Otis Stage 
Road. 

The property is on the 
Blandford/Otis town line 
and cannot be seen from the 
road. There has never been 
any public access to the 
property.

Springfield Water and 
Sewer Commission will 
hold and benefit from the 
Conservation Restriction, 
conserving approximately 
50 acres of Miller Swamp, 
which abuts other conserved 
land.

The CR is required by 
the Mass Department of 
Environmental Protection 
storm water mitigation and 
will permanently protect a 
wetlands area. 

According to NextEra 
the “overall benefits” include 
storm water and flood plain 
protection, water quality and 
supply, wetlands, habitat and 
biodiversity protection as 
well as open space protec-
tion.

Conserva t ion  Chai r 
Richard Gates told the 
board that commission had 

not seen the area since 2019 
and asked for a tour of the 
property. NextEra Energy 
Genera l  Manager  Joe l 
Walker agreed to a tour. 

The board approved the 
request. 

Halloween party
Board member Corinne 

Shartrand announced a 
Halloween Party set for 
Saturday, Oct.  31 from 
1-2:30 p.m. at the Town Hall 
gym. The event includes 
music, games, a costume 
party and she said she would 
ask the Fire Department to 
join in. She is looking for 
volunteers  and judges . 
Contact her or the Select 
Board to do so.

Town Administrator 
report

Town Administrator 
Cristina Ferrera told the 
board contracts for the Post 
Office chimney repair and 
the roof repair at the Town 
Hall have been submit-
ted, waiting for scheduling. 
Highway Superintendent 
Ray Hultay is on track. She 
expressed thanks to all who 
joined in to help search for 
the missing person.

Board  member  Ted 
Cousineau asked if  the 
shrubs at the kitchen window 
could be cut back as they 
block the sunlight. 

Other business
C e m e t e r y 

Select Board approve Conservation Restriction
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By Wendy Long
Correspondent

Dr. William 
Sullivan, Principal 
o f  G a t e w a y 
Regional School, 
announced h is 
resignation in an 
email to families, 
students and staff 
on Tuesday, Sept. 
8, and to the gen-
eral public at the Wednesday, 
Sept.  9 meeting of the 
Gateway Regional School 
Committee. 

Sul l ivan is  leaving 
to accept the position of 
Curriculum Coordinator 
a t  Bay  Pa th  Regiona l 
Vocational Technical High 
School in Charlton. His 
last day at Gateway will be 
Friday, Sept. 25.

S u l l i v a n  c a m e  t o 
Gateway Regional School 
as an assistant principal in 
July 2022 and was named 
principal in January 2024. 
He holds a Bachelor’s degree 
in history/psychology from 
Rivier University and a 
Master’s degree in second-
ary education and social 
studies from Plymouth State 
University. 

He also earned a sec-
ond Master’s degree in cur-
riculum and teaching from 

Fitchburg State 
University and 
has an Ed. D. 
in Educational 
L e a d e r s h i p 
f r o m  L i b e r t y 
U n i v e r s i t y . 
Before coming 
to Gateway, he 
t augh t  e igh th 
g r a d e  s o c i a l 
s t u d i e s  a t 
Williams Middle 

School in Longmeadow.
“I  have  abso lu te ly 

loved my time at Gateway,” 
Sullivan emphasized in a 
recent interview. “As my 
very young family begins to 
get older, I want to be home 
to see them. I feel like this 
is a great next opportunity 
for me to grow as an instruc-
tional leader and work with 
teachers to improve out-
comes for students.”

Sullivan said that his 
work with staff and students 
to reimagine the high school 
experience, with funding 
and guidance from the Barr 
Foundation, was a highlight 
of his work at Gateway. “We 
had to confront some things 
that we weren’t doing well,” 
Sullivan said. “We had the 
ability to reflect on where 
we needed to grow and the 
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Turley Publications photos by Mary Kronholm
Highway Department employee Ryan Keach works on repair 
maintenance for the sidewalk that runs from Main Street (Route 
23) to the Town Hall on Russell Stage Road. The walkway has 
been in need of repair.

Principal Sullivan 
to leave Gateway
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Turley Publications photos by Ryan Drago
Artists Sergei Isupov (left) and Kadri Parnamets created the ceramic sculpture “Miss Comet” that was featured during the 
Cummington community event Riverfest. 

Dr. William Sullivan

Riverfest returns to Main Street
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T h e  M a s s a c h u s e t t s 
D e p a r t m e n t  o f 
Transportation announc-
es a free biking and bike-
share session for residents 
in western Massachusetts 
ages 50 and older through 
its Golden Gears program 
on Sunday, Sept. 27 from 
9:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. at the 
UMass Henry M. Thomas 
III Center at Springfield, 
1500 Main St. 

The session is open to 
residents of Springfield and 
surrounding communities. 
The session will include 
an  in t roduc t ion  to  the 
ValleyBike bikeshare sys-
tem, a guided group ride, 
free cycling equipment and 
a free month of ValleyBike 
membership. 

Participants do not need 
to own a bicycle or have 
previous experience using 
bikeshare. For those return-
ing to biking after time 

away, an optional pre-pro-
gram biking refresher will 
be offered beginning at 8 
a.m. 

The sessions are sup-
ported through an AARP 
C o m m u n i t y  C h a l l e n g e 
F lagsh ip  Gran t  award-
ed to MassDOT to launch 
a bikeshare education and 
ac t iva t ion  program for 
Massachusetts adults ages 
50 and older that can be 
replicated in communities 
across the state. The pro-
gram provides instruction, 
encouragement, equipment, 
and peer support to people 
who may be interested in 
biking but would benefit 
from additional guidance 
before riding independently. 

For more information 
on the program and event 
registration, people may 
visit the MassDOT Golden 
Gears Program website or 
call 857-278-4563. 

MassDOT hosting 
biking and 
bikeshare session

The Thirteenth Annual 
Berkshire Pottery Tour takes 
place Saturday, Sept. 26 
and Sunday, Sept. 27 from 
10 a.m.-5 p.m. This free 
self-guided tour includes West 
Stockbridge, Stockbridge, 
Richmond, Montery, Great 
Barrington, Housatonic. 

It is a geographic loop 
that brings visitors through 
Richmond, West Stockbridge, 
Stockbridge, Housatonic, 

Grea t  Bar r ing ton  and 
Monterey. Participants can 
begin the tour at any studio. 
A detailed map and video pre-
views of several studios are 
available on the Berkshire 
Pottery Tour website www.
berkshirepotterytour.com.. 
Maps will also be available 
at each studio and orange and 
white Berkshire Pottery Tour 
road signs will mark key turns 
on the weekend of the event.

Studios will be open 
from 10 am to 5 pm each day. 
Admission is free and fam-
ilies are welcome. The pot-
ters will be available to talk 
about their ceramic art and/
or to demonstrate techniques 
during the tour. For more 
information, a video introduc-
tion is also available on the 
tour website www.berkshire-
potterytour.com. 

For more information, 

people may email Lorimer 
Burns at lorimer@berk-
shireartcenter.org or call 413-
717-0798.

With eight host studios 
and eight guest potters, there 
will be a wide variety of 
styles shown and many pots 
and sculptures for sale. Look 
for the distinctive orange-and-
white Berkshire Pottery Tour 
signs at key turns along the 
tour.

Pottery Tour to take place Sept 26 and 27

lb
$199

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

SALE DATES: SALE DATES: 
9/24/26-9/30/269/24/26-9/30/26

USDA INSP. FROZEN PEPPERIDGE FARMS

CHOCOLATE FUDGE
LAYER CAKE 19.6 OZ ......................

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

USDA INSP. FROZEN

SWORDFISH
STEAKS 1 LB BAG .............................

PRICES IN  RED
ARE AT OR BELOW

 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

USDA INSP. FROZEN YANKEE TRADE

CRAB BURGERS 16 OZ .....................

77¢USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN DRUMSTICKS 10 LB BAG 

5 LB 5 LB 
BAGBAG$529

lb

DIET LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

ea

$444

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

TAILGATE TI,ES
lb $499

USDA INSP. 
TURKEY BREAST ..................
USDA INSP. 
PROVOLONE CHEESE ..........

 SLICED IN OUR DELI 
$499

lb

USDA INSP. 
1/2 SMOKED 
PORK SHOULDER PICNIC ......

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN
PORK LOIN RIB END or 
LOIN END ROAST ................

USDA INSP. STOREMADE CAROLINA GOLD MARINATED

BONELESS CHICKEN THIGHS .........
USDA INSP. STOREMADE BOURBON MARINATED

STEAKHOUSE TIPS ................ lb

lb
$369

$599

$399
ea

lb

BEEF TOP SIRLOIN 
SPOON ROAST or STEAK

BEEF STRIPLOIN

$788
lb

$222
lb

$229
lb

CUT CUT 
FREEFREE

WHOLE WHOLE 
oror HALF HALF

$399

$777
lb

$169USDA INSP. FROZEN BONELESS & SKINLESS

CHICKEN TENDERLOIN TRAY PAK ... lb

ea

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS
CENTER CUT PORK LOIN

  

 CUT 
FREE

Nativepeachesapplesblueberries
E. Cechi Farms 1131 Springfield Street
Feeding Hills, Mass. � “Everything you’d grow if you had forty acres.”
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THE HARVEST IS IN!
FRESH-PICKED VEGETABLES FROM OUR FARM

CORN - YELLOW, WHITE, AND BUTTER & SUGAR
TOMATOES  ❘  PEPPERS  ❘  BEANS

EGGPLANT  ❘  ONIONS  ❘  WINTER SQUASH
BOBBY’S FAMOUS MUMS

Stand open daily through mid-October

Hydrant Flushing Notice
The Town of Huntington Massachusetts Water Department 

will be flushing fire hydrants beginning Monday, October 5, 2026 through 
Friday, October 16, 2026 between the hours of 9:00 AM- 1:00 PM. 

You may see them operating hydrants and valves and notice water running down 
the street. Although it may appear to waste water, this is an important preventative 
maintenance activity we undertake to maintain the integrity of the water system and 
allow us to continue to deliver the highest quality water possible to our customers. 
The primary purpose of this program is to verify the proper operation of our towns fire 
hydrants through periodic inspections, flow testing, and preventative maintenance. 

Secondarily, a proactive hydrant flushing program is the key to mitigating water 
quality related aesthetic problems by removing accumulated iron and manganese 
mineral deposits from the water line. Fire hydrant flushing may cause temporary 
inconveniences such as a reduction in water pressure and aesthetic issues such as 
discoloration of the drinking water. Discolored water poses no threat to the public’s 
health, but it will stain laundry and if consumed it may have an unpleasant taste. 
Residents should be certain all discolored water is out of their home’s plumbing 
and hot water heater prior to laundering clothes or drinking. If you notice discolored 
water coming from your fixtures, please flush the cold-water side for approximately 
5 minutes. Although residents may experience some temporary inconveniences, the 
flushing program is necessary to maintain a good water supply for both firefighting 
and domestic purposes. Your cooperation with this program is appreciated. 

If you experience continued loss of pressure or water discoloration, please contact the 
town Water Department at 413.512.5207, or email WaterSewer@HuntingtonMA.us.

SUPPORT
COMMUNITY
BUSINESSES

Household Hazardous 
Waste Day takes place 
Saturday, Oct. 24 from 9 a.m.-
1 p.m. at Lee Water Treatment 
Plant, 379 Pleasant St.

A l f o r d ,  B e c k e t , 
Egremont, Great Barrington, 
Lee,  Lenox, Monterey, 
M o u n t  Wa s h i n g t o n , 
New Marlborough, Otis, 
Richmond, Sandisfield, 
Sheffield,  Stockbridge, 
Tyringham, Washington and 
West Stockbridge are eligi-
ble to participate.

Items include pesticides, 
fungicides, herbicides, insect 
sprays, rodent killers, flea 

powder, no pest strips, chem-
ical fertilizers, moth balls, 
lighter fluid, pool chemical, 
cesspool cleaners, rust pre-
venters, wood preservatives, 
wood strippers/stains, paint 
thinners, muriatic acid, lead 
and oil – based paint, var-
nish, full aerosol cans, seal-
ants, adhesives, solvents, 
creosote, drain cleaners, 
oven cleaners, floor cleaners, 
metal polish, arts and craft 
supplies, photo chemicals, 
chemistry kits, rechargeable 
batteries, button batteries, 
fluorescent bulbs, thermom-
eters, thermostats, fuels : 

gasoline/kerosine, brake/
transmission fluids, car wax/
polish, engine degreaser, 
motor oil, swimming pool 
chemicals, driveway sealer, 
antifreeze and car lead and 
acid batteries.

Items not allowable 
include: commercial waste, 
latex paint, standard bat-
teries, asbestos, fireworks 
or explosives, ammunition, 
construction debris, smoke 
detectors, propane or gas 
cylinders, radioactive mate-
rial, PCBs fire extinguish-
ers, electronics, medical 
sharps and medications. 

Registration is required 
https://www.signupgenius.
com/go/9040448ADA728A1 
F49-63944031-example.

For more information, 
people may visit by vising 
www.tritownhealthorg or 
call 413-243-5540.

People should leave 
materials in original con-
tainer. Tighten caps and lids. 
Pack containers in sturdy, 
upright boxes. Never mix 
chemicals and never smoke 
while handling. 

They should pack their 
vehicle and go directly to 
site.

Household Hazardous Waste Day on Oct. 24

BECKET

B E C K E T  –  T h e 
Massachusetts Department 
of Transportation announc-
es overnight bridge painting 
on I-90 eastbound and west-
bound at mile marker 20 in 
Becket. 

The work is scheduled 
now through Thursday, Sept. 
24, from 7 p.m.-5 a.m. the 
following morning, and will 
require a lane closure.

Appropriate signage, 
law enforcement details, and 
advanced message boards 

will be in place to guide 
drivers through the work 
area.

D r iv e r s  t r a v e l i n g 
through the affected areas 
should expect delays, reduce 
speed, and use caution.

All scheduled work 
is weather dependent and 
subject to change without 
notice.

For more informa-
tion on traffic conditions, 
travelers are encouraged 
to:  Download the Mass511 

mobile app or visit www.
mass511.com to view live 
cameras, travel times, real-
time traffic conditions, and 
project information before 
setting out on the road. 
Users can subscribe to 
receive text and email alerts 
for traffic conditions.  Dial 
511 and select a route to 
hear realtime conditions.  
Follow @MassDOT on X, 
formerly known as Twitter, 
to receive regular updates on 
road 

MassDOT announces 
overnight I-90 bridge painting

WORTHINGTON

 WORTHINGTON – On 
Saturday, Sept. 26 from 5- 6 
p.m. the Night of the Living 
Dead takes place at North 
Cemetery on Cold Street.

Rain date is Sunday, 
Sept. 27, same time.

A f t e r  a  t h r e e - y e a r 
respite,  he Worthington 
Ghost Association has nom-
inated six members to relate 
their most fascinating life 
experiences to the public.

Asa Cottrel l  (1746-
1833)  marr ied Lucinda 
Clapp, daughter of the first 
Worthington settler and 
participated in the Battle 
of Bennington and other 
Revolutionary War events. 
In 1825 he witnessed the 
Marquis de Lafayette’s over-

night stay at Worthington 
Corners.

Asa  and  Luc inda’s 
daughter, Wealthy Cottrell 
Rice (1807-1894), was the 
mother of Col. James Clay 
Rice, Union Army hero 
and the grandmother of 
Katherine McDowell Rice, a 
renowned playwright.

Elisha Tower (1835-
1886) was a farmer, basket 
maker, and First Lieutenant 
i n  t h e  4 6 t h  I n f a n t r y, 
Company K, Union Army.

Harry Bates  (1881-
1975) was a mason, carpen-
ter, musician and founder 
of the Bates Orchestra. His 
second wife was Florence 
Bates, the beloved town 
nurse.

Dr. Mary Snook (1898-
1961),  the fi rs t  female 
pathologist for Hampshire 
County, was the town doc-
tor for Worthington and four 
other towns, initially serving 
on horseback. She also pur-
sued her interest in mental 
health and partnered with 
Florence Bates to found the 
Worthington Medical Center. 
Dr. Snook lived in the house 
built by the Rice family in 
Worthington Corners.

Town hero Florence 
Berry Bates (1892-1978) 
was school nurse, town 
nurse and founder, spon-
sor and administrator of the 
Worthington Medical Center. 

Admission is of course 
free. 

Night of the Living Dead 
event takes place Sept. 26

MIDDLEFIELD

MIDDLEFIELD –The 
Middlefield Senior Center is 
moving to 188 Skyline Trail 
in the Town

Hall because of con-
struct ion to the Senior 
Center.

The telephone number 
is 413-623-2079, extension 
401.

T h e  m e n u  f o r 
Wednesday, Oct. 7 is stuffed 
shells or broccoli and ched-
dar soup with

chickpeas and spin-
ach, roasted potatoes and 
Ambrosia for dessert.

The Council on Aging 
will be hosting a covid and 
flu clinic on Wednesday, Oct. 
7 from 11:30 a.m.- 1:30 p.m. 

People who need help 
registering should call 413-
587-4903 or email nurses@
northamptonma.gov. They 
should bring their insurance 
card; vaccines are free to 
you.

Senior Center moves to 
Town Hall during construction
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PROPANE GAS
PLUMBING • HEATING

(413) 268-8360
TOLL FREE 1-800-464-2053

Family Owned & Operated
3 Berkshire Trail West (Route 9), P.O. Box 102, Goshen, MA 01032

www.georgepropane.com

George
PROPANE INC.

ARCHITECT
JEFFREY SCOTT PENN

77 Worthington Road, Huntington, MA 01050
Tel. 413-531-1868
Fax. 413-667-3082

Email: jspsed@verizon.net

new construction, renovation,
historic preservation

DOWN TO EARTH
EXCAVATING

413+667+ 5269

Highly Regarded Professionals: Complete Site Work,
Septic Development and Repairs. Fully insured.

INC

DOWN TO EARTH
EXCAVATING INC

Paul & Randy LaPointe, Owners Huntington, Mass.

Rev. Down to Earth ad #2:Davis  10/30/12  8:44 AM  Page 1

• Tune Ups
• Installations

• Oil Tanks

Huntington, Massachusetts

Office 413.667.0245
Cell 413.530.7037

jeffsoilburnerservice@hotmail.com

FEED • PET SUPPLIES • CLOTHING • COAL 
WOOD PELLETS • WILD & CAGED BIRDSEED
 POOL SUPPLIES •  MOTOR OILS • FENCING
LAWN & GARDEN SUPPLIES • FERTILIZER

GATEWAY FARM & PET

59 RUSSELL ROAD, HUNTINGTON, MA 01050

1-413-667-2279
TARA GRENIER •  PAUL GRENIER

M-F 8am-5pm
Sat. 8am-4pm

BUSINESS 
DIRECTORY

46 Pitcher Street Donald Washburn
Montgomery, MA 01085   862-3301

Kirke R. Henshaw, Inc.
Water Well Drilling, Water Pump Sales & Service

800-232-4725 • Fax 413-296-4565
Charles R. Henshaw

130 Cummington Rd., W. Chesterfield, MA • 413-296-4725

Water
Testing

•
Water System

Repairs

System
Evaluations

•
Hydrofracture

to Increase Flow

FULLY LICENSED & INSURED 
Huntington, MA • 413-667-3149

dalesstructuralandcarpentry.com

Dale’s
Home Improvement • Additions • Restorations • Repairs

Sagging Floors - Beams - Columns
Sill Timbers - Termite Damage

Foundation Repairs - Piers & Footings 
Chimney Rebuilds

Structural 
& Carpentry

Post 
& Beam 
Repairs

HUNTINGTON – The 
Huntington Massachusetts 
Water Department will be 
flushing fire hydrants begin-
ning Monday, Oct. 5 through 
Friday, Oct. 16 between the 
hours of 9 a.m.-1 p.m. 

People may see them 
operating hydrants and 
valves and notice water 
running down the street. 
Although it may appear 
to waste water, this is an 
important preventative main-
tenance activity we under-
take to maintain the integri-
ty of the water system and 
allow us to continue to deliv-
er the highest quality water 
possible to customers. 

The primary purpose 
of this program is to verify 
the proper operation of the 
towns fire hydrants through 
periodic inspections, flow 
testing and preventative 
maintenance. 

Secondarily, a proactive 
hydrant flushing program is 

the key to mitigating water 
quality related aesthetic 
problems by removing accu-
mulated iron and manga-
nese mineral deposits from 
the water line. Fire hydrant 
flushing may cause tempo-
rary inconveniences such as 
a reduction in water pressure 
and aesthetic issues such as 
discoloration of the drinking 
water. 

Discolored water poses 
no threat to the public’s 
health, but it will stain laun-
dry and if consumed it may 
have an unpleasant taste. 
Residents should be certain 
all discolored water is out 
of their home’s plumbing 
and hot water heater prior to 
laundering clothes or drink-
ing. 

If people notice dis-
colored water coming from 
their fixtures, please flush 
the cold-water side for 
approximately five minutes. 
Although residents may 

experience some temporary 
inconveniences, the flush-
ing program is necessary to 
maintain a good water sup-
ply for both firefighting and 
domestic purposes. 

People’s cooperation 
with this program is appre-
ciated. If people experience 
continued loss of pressure 
or water discoloration, they 
may call the town Water 

Department at 413-512-
5207 or email WaterSewer@
HuntingtonMA.us.

Huntington Water Department 
to hold hydrant flushing 

By Wendy Long
Correspondent

HUNTINGTON – The 
Huntington Public Library, 
7 East Main St.,  host a 
workshop on Saturday, Oct. 
3 at 2 p.m. called “Digital 
Photography for Beginners.” 

The workshop will be 
run by John Forgey of 4G 
Photo in Westfield. Forgey 
will have a slideshow of 
photos he’s taken and will 
go over digital photography 
basics at a beginner level. 
People are encouraged to 
bring their digital cameras, if 

they have one, so that he can 
help answer questions about 
set up. 

Fo r  o t h e r  O c t o b e r 
events, the library’s regular 
book clubs all continue and 
will open with a discussion 
of September’s read, “Why 
Fish Don’t Exist” by Lulu 
Miller on Thursday, Oct. 1 at 
4 p.m. The Book Swap Club 
will meet on Tuesday, Oct. 
13 at 4 p.m. 

Instead of everyone 
reading the same book, 
patrons bring in a favor-
ite book to discuss and rec-
ommend to others.  The 

b i - m o n t h l y  C o o k b o o k 
Club meets this month on 
Thursday, Oct. 29 at 5 p.m. 

This month’s topic is 
“Harvest Theme” so bring a 
cookbook that features peo-
ple’s favorite fall recipes; 
readers are also welcome 
to prepare an item from the 
book to share.

The Book Club’s read 
for the month of October is 
“The Frozen River” by Ariel 
Lawhon. As the Kennebunk 
River  freezes over and 
entombs the body of a local 
man, area midwife and heal-
er Martha Ballard is called 

upon to examine the body 
and determine the cause of 
death. 

Meanwhi le ,  Bal lard 
has taken the testimony 
of a woman, who says she 
had been raped by the man 
in the ice. While this book 
is a work of fiction, a mid-
wife named Martha Ballard 
did exist and kept a detailed 
journal of her life and work 
from 1785 - 1812, delivering 
over 800 babies in Hollowell, 
Maine and never losing a 
mother. “A Midwife’s Tale: 
The Life of Martha Ballard, 
Based on her Diary” was 

publ ished in  2021 and 
inspired “The Frozen River.”

Co-work ing  Coffee 
Hours wil l  be held on 
Wednesdays, Oct. 14 and 
28 from 11 a.m.-1 p.m. For 
those, who need to finish 
coursework, professional 
work or just trying to nail 
down a short story will find 
some extra motivation and 
inspiration with others at the 
Co-working Coffee Hours at 
the library. The coffee and 
tea pots will be on!

People are invited to 
stop in for their favorite 
ongoing events at the library 

th is  month .  Chi ldren’s 
story hours will be held on 
Mondays and Saturdays at 
10:30 a.m. 

T h i s  m o n t h ’ s 
“Crafternoon” will be held 
on Thursday, Oct. 8 from 
4-6 p.m. People may bring a 
project that they are working 
on or try some of the library 
kits, projects and materials.  

Finally, the Monthly 
Game Night will be held on 
Thursday, Oct. 15 from 2-4 
p.m. People are invited to 
bring in their favorite game 
and some buddies to play or 
try a new game on for size.

Library holds beginners digital photography workshop
HUNTINGTON

PLEASE JOIN US TO CELEBRATE

Clarence and Jane
Witter’s
65th

WEDDING ANNIVERSARY
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 26 AT 12 NOON

BRING A DISH TO SHARE
BRING YOUR OWN BEVERAGE 

(NO ALCOHOL PLEASE)
♥♥

LOCATION:
CUMMINGTON FAIRGROUNDS

97 FAIRGROUNDS ROAD
CUMMINGTON, MA 01026

♥♥

1:00 - VOW RENEWAL

FOLLOWED BY
GATHERING FOR LUNCH

3:30 - TESTIMONIAL
♥♥

NO GIFTS PLEASE

Questions?
CALL/TEXT DEBBIE BURROUGHS

(508) 864-8168

Resul ts  f rom these 
efforts are expected to be 
increases in library usage 
and circulation, in support 
from the town, in donations 
and financial support, in pro-
gram engagement, and in 
reviving literacy collabora-
tion with the Family Center.

According to Loiselle, 
having a strategic plan on 
file with the Massachusetts 
B o a r d  o f  L i b r a r y 
Commissioners allows the 

library to apply for Library 
Service and Technology 
Grant funding through the 
state. 

They offer three types 
of grants. “Explore” grants 
offer funding for activities 
designed to improve ser-
vices, collections and pro-
grams. 

“Impact” grants help 
libraries respond effectively 
to local needs and align ser-
vices with local community 

initiatives or impact areas, 
and might offer between 
$5,000 and $30,000. 

“Inspire” grants sup-
port ambitious projects that 
are more complex, require 
greater staff commitments, 
and include substantial 
involvement with commu-
nity partners. Inspire grants 
can extend to up to two 
years to complete and pro-
vide between $15,000 and 
$50,000. 

LIBRARY	 from page 1

HUNTINGTON – A 
Health Fair takes place on 
Saturday, Sept. 26 from 10 
a.m.-noon in the Town Hall. 

This is an opportunity 
to connect with representa-
tives from local health orga-
nizations. The fair features 
flu vaccinations, massages, 
a medical equipment dona-
tion drive and a free prize 
drawing.  

Jack and His Guitar will 
perform on Wednesday, Sept 
30 at 2 p.m. at the Town 
Hall. Seniors can sit back 
and enjoy an afternoon of 
live music.

October events include 

Blue Cross Blue Shield 
Dental Blue 65 Presentation 
on Oct. 7 from 1-2 p.m. 
Br ian  Guagnini ,  BCBS 
Medicare Field Outreach 
Consultant, will return to 
answer questions and pro-
vide informat ion about 
Dental Blue 65.

Fall birthday celebra-
tion and BINGO takes place 
Tuesday, Oct. 13 at 1 p.m.

On Wednesday, Oct. 14 
at 2 p.m. the movie “Nancy 
McPhee” will be shown

On Wednesday, Oct. 21 
at 2 p.m. musician and song 
writer, David Herrera, plays 
country music mixed with 

a rock and urban pop vibe. 
On Wednesday, Oct. 28 at 2 
p.m. a free blood pressure 
check takes place.

The Council on Aging 
welcomes residents and 
community members to par-
ticipate in these programs 
and act ivi t ies .  Whether 
they are interested in health 
and wellness, local histo-
ry, music, movies or simply 
spending time with friends 
and neighbors,  there is 
something for everyone.

For  more  in fo rma-
tion, they may call Crystal 
Wright-Partyka at 413-685-
5283.

COA lists upcoming events

Send Us Your Photos!
countryjournal@turley.com
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Dear Rusty: 
I am 69 1/2 years old 

now and applied for Social 
Security at the end of June. 

I am still working and 
was planning to begin my 
retirement in September. A 
couple of factors arose for 
me to question if I made a 
hasty decision by applying 
for SS. 

The employer I have 
been working for the last 
29 years has asked if I 
would stay on a little lon-
ger, which would be good 
because we have some 
debt I want to lose before 
I retire. 

I was reading about 
suspending Social Security 
and continuing to work. If 
I understand it right, if I 
suspend my SS, no payback 
will be required, and I can 
continue to work until I’m 
ready to retire. No spousal 
benefits taken yet. 

Signed: Reevaluating 
my Retirement

Dear Reevaluating 
Retirement: 

I ’m assuming you 
asked for  your  Socal 
Security benefits to start in 
September (when you orig-
inally planned to retire), 
but that you won’t be 70 
years old until  March 
2027. 

If that is correct, be 
aware that you will not 
immediately get all of your 
earned Delayed Retirement 
Credits when your benefits 
start in September – you 
will only initially get the 
DRCs you have earned 
through the end of 2025. 

That’s because Social 
Security usually applies 
DRCs in January of each 
year. So, what will hap-
pen is that your September 
benefit amount will lack 
the 5.3% DRCs you earned 
in 2026, until January 2027 
when they will apply the 
DRCs earned in 2026 to 
your monthly payment 
amount. 

Said simply, your ini-
tial September benefit will 
not include your full age 
69.5 entitlement because 
it won’t include the 5.3% 
extra you earned in 2026. 
That extra monthly amount 
will be awarded in January 
2027. 

FYI, if you were to, 
instead, claim for your 
SS benefits to start in the 
month you turn 70 (March 
2027), you would get your 
full age 70 amount imme-
diately (SS awards all 
earned DRCs if benefits 
are claimed to start in the 
month you turn 70).

Now, on to your ques-
tion: Yes, if you take your 
benefits effective with 
September 2026 you can 
suspend your benefits, 
but you can only suspend 
them until the month you 
turn 70. And if you are 
suspending your bene-
fits, you will not need to 
repay Social Security for 
any benefits you happen 
to receive before you sus-
pend. 

As is obvious, you 
will not receive any SS 
payments while your ben-
efits are suspended, and 
you will earn DRCs for 
the months your benefits 
are suspended, resulting in 
a higher monthly amount 
at age 70. Also, since you 
have already passed your 
SS Full Retirement Age, 
you can work and earn as 
much as you like, without 
your Social Security bene-
fits being negatively affect-
ed. 

Regarding your com-
ment “No Spousal bene-
fits taken yet.” FYI, you 
cannot get spousal bene-
fits while your benefits are 
suspended, nor can your 
wife get spousal benefits 
from you while you SS 
retirement benefits are sus-
pended. 

To be clear, spouse 
benefits are only paid 
when one spouse’s benefit 
at their FRA is less than 
50% of the other spouse’s 
FRA benefit. Spouse ben-
efits are always based upon 
FRA entitlements, not on 
the larger amounts which 
will result from waiting 
longer to claim. 

In other words, your 
wife would only be eligible 
for a spousal benefit from 
you if her FRA entitlement 
was less than 50% of your 
FRA entitlement (not your 
age 70 SS entitlement). 
And she cannot get a spou-
sal benefit while your ben-
efits are suspended.

To recap: Yes, you can 
suspend receipt of your 
SS retirement benefits 
until the month you turn 
70 and get credit for that 
delay (resulting in a higher 
benefit). And, yes, you can 
continue working as long 
as you wish and your ben-
efits will not be negatively 
affected. 

And just for added 
informat ion ,  you  can 
also ask Social Security 
to withdraw your current 
application for SS ben-
efits and then reapply in 
January 2027 for your 
benefits to start in March 
2027, the month you turn 
70. You have both options.

T h e  A s s o c i a t i o n 
M a t u r e  C i t i z e n s 
Foundation and its staff 
are not affiliated with or 
endorsed by the Social 
Security Administration 
or  any other  govern-
mental entity. This arti-
cle is intended for infor-
mat ion  purposes  and 
does not represent legal 
or financial guidance. 
It presents the opinions 
and interpretations of 
the Association Mature 
Ci t i zens  Foundat ion’s 
staff, trained and accredit-
ed by the National Social 
Security Association  To 
submit a question, visit 
amacfoundation.org/pro-
grams/social-security-ad-
visory or email us at ssad-
visor@amacfoundation.
org. Russell Gloor is a 
Social Security advisor for 
AMAC.  

GUEST COLUMN

I have to say that 
t o d a y  I  a m 
h a v i n g  a 

h a r d  t i m e 
thinking of 
someth ing 
t o  w r i t e 
about.  

A s  I 
scan my mind 
of all the sea-
sonal garden-
ing topics,  I 
come up blank. 
Winter squash? Done it. 
Mums? Ditto. Seed saving. 
Yup.  

So, on this rainy Sunday, 
I give you all the luck of the 
draw. I will grab a gardening 
book off of my shelf, twirl 
the pages, and where my fin-
ger lands, I will expound on 
the subject.  It may not be 
autumnal, but it will be inter-
esting, I guarantee that.  

Here we go…
The book I grabbed 

from the shelf was “The 
Dirt Cheap Green Thumb,” 
by Rhonda Massingham 
Hart.  My finger landed on 
page 189, with the heading 
“Raise Your Beds, Not Your 
Expenses.”  

I have some experi-
ence with raised beds. In 
my home garden I have four 
rock-edged beds. Prior to 
that I had beds edged in pine 
slabs.  

My friend uses hemlock 
edged beds and is happy 
with them. I envy how neat 
and orderly they are. Another 
friend is using galvanized 
metal beds this year. They 
seem to be all the rage.  

Her tomatoes and pep-
pers continue to produce like 
gangbusters even late in the 
season. She has just gotten 
back into gardening after 
a two year hiatus and I am 
proud of her and happy she 
has been so successful.

Let’s begin our chat 
with some of the advantages 
of raised bed gardening.  

The first one that comes 
to mind is that you can be 
selective about the soil you 
fill it with. I’ve enjoyed 
using the Coast of Maine 
Raised Bed Mix.  

Blending loam and aged 
manure or compost at a 2 
to 1 ratio is another option. 
Additionally, raised beds 
make it easy to concentrate 
fertilizers where they are 
needed.  

In large garden plots 
we often broadcast fertiliz-
ers and other amendments 
throughout the bed. Some 
inevitably gets wasted in 
walkways or around hills of 
plants.  

Raised beds can be con-
structed to suit your needs. 
I wanted to be able to reach 
into the middle of my beds 
from either side, so they are 
about four feet wide.  

Some gardeners con-
struct them 36 inches wide 
so there is less of a stretch.  

In my four beds, I have 
a pretty good crop rotation 
system going. Each crop 
does a slide to the next bed 
each year. That way it is 
four years before onions are 

grown in the same space.  
Another  in teres t ing 

thing I have set up is that 
onions, for example, fol-
low melons in my rotation. 
I grow the melons on black 
plastic. All season long the 
black plastic is limiting 
weeds from germinating, so 
that hopefully next year, the 
onions, who hate weeds, will 
see less weed pressure.  

Raised beds warm up 
quicker in the spring, and 
stay warmer later into the 
fall. Sometimes the edging 
material helps with that.  

My rock beds, for exam-
ple, hold heat. So does the 
metal to some degree. 

In mid spring, prior to 
the frost-free date, raised 
beds can be easily fitted 
with hoops on which plas-
tic or polyester row covers 
can be draped to offer even 
more frost protection. They 
can also be covered with the 
black plastic I mentioned to 
grow crops like melons or 
peppers, who appreciate the 
heat.

With raised beds you 
will likely never need your 
rototiller. Beds can effort-
lessly be turned over by 
hand from ei ther  s ide. 

Typically, unless you walk 
all over them, the soil in the 

raised beds stays nice 
and fr iable ,  as 
well.  

If I need to 
ge t  i n to  my 
beds, say to 
separate crops, 

s o m e t i m e s  I 
will position a plank 
across the width of the 
bed, and step on that 

to disperse my weight, 
therefore avoiding compac-
tion. Plants always grow bet-
ter in loose soil.

I almost forgot the obvi-
ous! Raised beds are easier 
to work with. Beds are typi-
cally a foot or so tall, some-
times a bit taller.  

Bring out a short stool 
to the garden and you can 
comfortably sit and work in 
the beds. No more long peri-
ods of stooping or crouching.  

We l l ,  I  h o p e  y o u 
enjoyed reading this luck of 
the draw column as much as 
I did writing it! And if you 
haven’t gardened in a couple 
of years, give raised beds a 
try and maybe you will be as 
fortunate as my friend, with 
six foot tomato plants still 
going strong at the end of 
September!

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge 
School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. 
For 34 years she has held the 
position of staff horticultur-
ist at Old Sturbridge Village. 
She enjoys growing food 
as well as flowers. Have a 
question for her? Email it to 
pouimette@turley.com with 
“Gardening Question” in 
the subject line.  

Raised garden beds? Why not!

Corrections policy
If you notice a factual error in our pages, 

please let us know, so that we can set the record 
straight. Email information to countryjournal@
turley.com, or call us at 413-283-8393. Corrections 
will be printedon page 4 or 5.
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ELECTION LETTERS 
TO THE EDITOR
The Country Journal wel-

comes readers to participate in 
this year’s election campaigns 
by writing letters to the editor 
for publication on these pages. 
Letters of up to 250 words from 
local residents endorsing candi-
dates on the ballot or discuss-
ing campaign issues should be 
sent to The Country Journal, care 
of Turley Publications, 24 Water 
St., Palmer, MA 01069, faxed 
to 413-289-1977 or emailed 
to countryjournal@turley.com. 
Please include a daytime tele-
phone number for verification 
purposes (it will not be printed). 
Letters must be received by noon 
Friday to be considered for the 
following Thursday’s newspaper. 
No attack letters will be printed. 
No letters written by candidates 
supporting their own candidacy 
will be printed. If the volume of 
letters received is larger than the 
space available in the newspaper, 
or if the letters become repetitive, 
the newspaper reserves the right 
to print a representative sample. 
No endorsement letters will be 
printed in the last edition before 
the election. For more information, 
call 413-283-8393.

Campaign news
As part of i ts election 

coverage, the newspaper plans 
to print stories about contested 
races for Congress, state Senate, 
state House, district attorney and 
Governor’s Council during the 
weeks leading up to the election, 
as well as a question-and-answer 
voters guide. In order to ensure 
fairness to all candidates, no 
political press releases will be 
printed, nor will reporters cover 
political rallies or fundraisers.

Candidates who wish to 
further publicize their candidacy, 
beliefs and events may contact 
advertising, 413-283-8393 about 
paid advertising in The Country 
Journal.

EDITORIAL
POLICY

Letters to the editor 
should be 500 words or 
less in length. We require 
letter writers to include 
his or her name, town of 
residence and home tele-
phone number. We must 
authenticate authorship 
prior to publication. We 
reserve the right to edit or 
withhold any submissions 
deemed to be libelous or 
contain unsubstantiat-
ed allegations, personal 
attacks, defamation of 
character and offensive 
language. All unknown or 
alleged facts and quota-
tions offered by the author 
need to cite credible, 
unbiased sources.

Mail letter to Country 
Journal, 24 Water Street, 
P a l m e r,  M A  0 1 0 6 9 
or mail your letter to: 
countryjournal@turley.
com.
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News, photo publication policy
As a community newspaper our focus has always been local news. While we 

try very hard to run upcoming events as a public service whenever space allows, 
space does not allow us to run an upcoming event repeatedly. Our policy is to limit 
publication of upcoming events to one article in advance of the event and, space 
permitting, a second brief reminder article the week prior to an event, and to run those 
articles in only one section of the paper, and not in multiple sections simultaneously.

All such public service announcements and photos are subject to space 
limitations and deadlines, therefore publication cannot be guaranteed. Whenever copy 
for the week exceeds allotted space, news copy will take priority, and public service 
copy is the first area to be cut. We also reserve the right to edit for style and space, 
and are under no obligation to print lists of sponsorships, or articles that arrive after 
deadline, unless time and space allows. 

Deadline is Friday at NOON.

CHURCH 
DIRECTORY

Chester Baptist Church
Pastor Dan Herr 
14 Middlefield Road
Chester, MA 01011
413-354-7743
Email: pastor@chesterbaptistchurch.org
Website: chesterbaptistchurch.org
Sunday School for all ages at 9:45 a.m.
Sunday Worship at 10:45 a.m.
Sunday Afternoon at 1:30 p.m.
Wednesday Evening Bible Study and Prayer 
at 6:30 p.m.

First Congregational Church 
of Blandford 
Pastor Tom Crouse
91 Main St., Blandford, MA 01008
413-269-5055
Website: Fccblandford.com
Sunday service 10 a.m. 

First Congregational Church 
of Chester
Pastor Susan Borsella
334 Skyline Trail, Chester, MA 01011
Service with Live Music: 10 a.m. - Sunday
Coffee and Sweets Social: 
10:45 a.m. - 11:45 a.m.

First Congregational Church 
of Williamsburg
Rev. Jack Kraaz
4 North Main St., Williamsburg, MA 01096
413-268-7557
burgychurch@gmail.com • burgychurch.org
Facebook: 
First Congregational Church of Williamsburg 
YouTube Channel: www.youtube.com/
channel/UCdyH1EA-fduamqHYeekxw5w
Office Hours: Tues. - Fri. 9 a.m. - 12 noon
Days and Hours of Services: Sun. at 10 a.m.

Hilltown Community Church
Dr. Robert Perreault, Senior Pastor
55 Main St., Russell, MA 01071
413-275-3232
Office: 413-862-3341
hilltownchurch3341@gmail.com
hilltowncommunitychurch.com
Facebook: www.facebook.com/p/Hilltown-
Community-Church-61580281487624/
Sunday Mornings 10 a.m.

Holy Family Parish
Rev. Ronald F. Sadlowski, known as Fr. Ron
5 Main St., Russell, MA 01071
413-862-4418
Office Hours: No set times. 
Please call, leave a voice message or 
email: holyfamilyrussell.org
parish@holyfamilyrussell.org
Saturday Vigil: 5 p.m.
Sunday Masses: 8:15 a.m. & 11 a.m.

New Boston 
Congregational Church 
Pastor Eric Kriebel
4 Sandisfield Rd., PO Box 81
Sandisfield, MA 01255
Services held twice monthly, check website: 
www.newbostoncongregationalchurch.org

Pioneer Valley Assembly of God
Pastor Javier Melendez
63 Old Chester Rd., Huntington MA 01050
413-667-3196
pvaglife@gmail.com
www.pioneervalleyag.org
Facebook: Pioneer Valley 
Assembly of God
Sunday service: 10:30 a.m.

Pioneer Valley 
Mennonite Fellowship 
Deacon Jerald Reinford
400 Huntington Rd., Russell, MA 01071
(413) 297-6037
Sunday worship at 10 a.m.
Visitors appreciated

Westhampton
Congregational Church, UCC
Open and affirming. All are welcome. 
Pastor Carol Smith
1 Tob Rd., Westhampton, MA 01027
(413) 527-4204
Sunday Worship at 10 a.m.
9 a.m. for July and August

Your
Church

Community

FIVE ISLANDS
Georgetown, Maine
2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom

Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

• Walk to Five Islands Wharf and 
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
• Close to Reid State Park

$1200/week
207-607-9333

OPINION

So m e o n e  r e p o r t e d 
hear ing  a  sandhi l l 
crane calling in New 

Braintree, but did not see it. 
Recently, someone saw a pair 
of sandhill cranes in a field 
on Pleasant Street in Barre. 
The cranes stayed about a 
week and then left.

Sandhill Cranes are large 
birds that live in open hab-
itats, so they’re fairly easy 
to spot. They are gray over-
all, have red foreheads, white 
cheeks, a long dark bill and 
dark legs.

Immature birds have 
reddish-brown upper parts 
and gray underparts and 
lack the red foreheads. This 
makes it easy to pick out the 
parents from the youngsters 
even when they are the same 
height. 

Sandhill cranes make 
a loud trumpeting call that 
can be heard for long dis-
tances. They are mainly her-
bivores, but feed on other 

foods depending on availabil-
ity. They will feed on ber-
ries, small mammals, insects, 
snails, reptiles and amphib-
ians.

These cranes raise one 
brood per year. The female 
lays one to three brownish 
eggs. Both sexes build the 
nest using plant material and 
both incubate and feed the 
young.

In summer cranes are 
often seen in small bogs, 
marshes and prairies across 
northern North America 
and the southeastern United 
States. In winter they form 
immense flocks in plac-
es like Bosque del Apache, 
New Mexico and Anahuac 
National Wildlife Refuge, 
Texas. 

Sandhill crane’s call is 
a loud, rolling, trumpeting 
sound whose unique tone is 
a product of anatomy. They 
have long tracheas that coil 
into the sternum and help the 

sound develop a lower pitch 
and harmonics that add rich-
ness.

Sandhill cranes are also 
known for their dancing 
skills. Courting cranes stretch 
their wings, pump their 
heads, bow, and leap into the 
air in a graceful and energetic 
dance.

Many years ago, a Barre 
resident saw a pair dancing 
in a field. He said it was a 
“sight to behold.”

Although some start 
breeding at two years of 
age, Sandhill cranes may 
reach the age of seven before 

breeding. They mate for life, 
which can mean two decades 
or more and stay with their 
mates year-round. Juveniles 
stick close by their parents 
for nine or ten months after 
hatching.

Sandhill crane chicks 
can leave the nest within 8 
hours of hatching and are 
even capable of swimming.

The oldest  sandhi l l 

crane on record was at least 
37 years, 3 months old. 
Originally banded in Florida 
in 1982, it was found in 
Wisconsin in 2019.

Scarcity of birds
I received an email from 

a woman who lives on Lake 
Lashaway.

She said, “Since Sunday,  
Aug. 30,  they had most days 
without birds...any type, 
large or small at our feed-
ers or just in the shrubs or 
anywhere. All my neighbors 
have noticed their feeders 
are full too.”  One neighbor 
said he has seen a falcon. 
She wonders if the falcon has 
anything to do with the lack 
of birds.

Several people at the 
Oakham Senior  Center 
reported, they see only a few 
birds and the feeders remain 
full of seeds.

Massachusetts 
Audubon sighting

This  r epor t  t o  the 
Massachusetts  Audubon 
Society supports the lack of 
birds. Someone stated, “On 
Sept. 11 we  birded around 
Hardwick and on Sept. 12 we 
birded around Warren. Both 
days were very poor for pas-
serine migration.” They also 

stated, “On both days we 
only saw 1 species of war-
bler: common yellowthroat. 
In general, song birds were in 
very low numbers and poor 
variety. And we went to spots 
that had proven good for 
migrants in years past. We 
really worked hard to turn up 
migrant warblers, and it just 
was not happening, at least 
where we were.” 

Migrating 
hawks

T h e  M a s s a c h u s e t t s 
Audubon Society l isted  
migrating hawks spotted 
on Friday, Sept. 11 at Mt. 
Watatic in Ashburnham. 
They included 3 osprey, 
seven bald eagles, ten sharp-
shinned hawks, 131 broad-
winged hawks and one mer-
lin.	     

Canada geese
On Friday, Sept. 4, I saw 

a large flock of over fifty 
Canada geese in a field in 
Spencer. On the same day, 
I also saw a small flock of 
wild turkeys and about six 
Canada geese in field in 
Barre.

People may report a bird 
sighting by emailing edown-
er@turley.com or calling or 
texting 774-262-5882.

in my

By Ellenor Downer

Sandhill crane

EASTHAMPTON

E A S T H A M P TO N  – 
TruNorth Bank, 36 Main St., 
announces the promotions of 
Brenna Breeding to assistant 
vice president, digital mar-
keting and Gerardo Sanchez 
to assistant vice president, 
digital banking product man-
ager.

The bank recogniz-
es their contributions to its 
continued growth and digital 
innovation.

Brenna Breeding is 
responsible for developing 
and executing digital mar-
keting strategies that support 
the bank’s brand, products 
and services across online 
channels. Breeding joined 
the bank in 2020 as digital 
marketing manager and most 
recently served as digital 
marketing officer. 

In that role, she helped 
advance the bank’s digi-
tal marketing initiatives and 
strengthen customer engage-
ment across digital platforms.

Prior to joining TruNorth 
Bank, Breeding served as 
marketing communications 
associate at VentureWell. She 
holds a Bachelor’s Degree 
in sport management from 
the University of Delaware, 
earned a certificate in bank 
marketing from the American 
Bankers Association Bank 
Marketing School and holds 

t h e  C e r t i f i e d 
F i n a n c i a l 
M a r k e t i n g 
Professional des-
ignation.

G e r a r d o 
Sanchez, based 
at the bank’s 241 
N o r t h a m p t o n 
S t .  o ff i c e  i n 
E a s t h a m p t o n , 
brings 28 years 
o f  b a n k i n g 
industry experi-
ence to his role. 
S ince  jo in ing 
TruNorth Bank 
in 2021 as elec-
tronic banking 
sys tems man-
ager,  Sanchez 
has played an 
important role in 
the evolution of 
the bank’s digi-
tal banking offerings. 

After being promoted to 
digital banking product offi-
cer, he continued to lead ini-
tiatives designed to enhance 
digital banking products and 
services and improve the cus-
tomer experience.

Before joining the bank, 
Sanchez served as financial 
center operations manag-
er at Bank of America. He 
earned a Bachelor’s Degree 
in business management 
from Bridgewater State 

University and an 
Associate Degree 
in business stud-
ies from Holyoke 
C o m m u n i t y 
College. He also 
a t t e n d e d  t h e 
M a s s a c h u s e t t s 
B a n k e r s 
Association’s New 
England School for 
Financial Studies.

T h e s e  p r o -
mot ions  ref lec t 
TruNorth Bank’s 
commi tmen t  to 
developing talent 
and investing in 
leaders, who help 
drive innovation, 
strengthen custom-
er relationships, 
and support the 
bank’s strategic 
growth.

H e a d q u a r t e r e d  i n 
Easthampton, TruNorth Bank 
and its TruNorth Mortgage 
division have more than 
$6.9 billion in assets and 
offer consumer and busi-
ness banking in 54 locations 
throughout Massachusetts, 
northeastern Connecticut and 
southern New Hampshire.  
Citizenship Award winner 
by Boston Business Journal, 
reaffirming our status as one 
of Massachusetts’ most char-
itable companies.

TruNorth Bank announces promotions

Brenna Breeding

Gerardo Sanchez 
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BLANDFORD

B L A N D F O R D  –
Applications for cultural 
programming that direct-
ly benefits the citizens of 
Blandford and neighboring 
Hilltown communities may 
be submitted now. 

The deadline for all 
on- l ine  submiss ions  i s 
Thursday, Oct. 15.

According to Cultural 
Council Chair Sue Racine, 

p r o g r a m m i n g  i n c l u d e s 
concerts, plays, art shows, 
library programs and class-
es in the community and 
in-school and field trip cul-
tural programming for the 
students at the Gateway 
Regiona l  Schools .  She 
may be reached by email 
at susanthe1591@outlook.
com.

Application forms for 

the 2027 round of grants and 
detailed information about 
completing submissions 
is available at the Mass. 
Cultural Council website at 
massculturalcouncil.org/.

Late submissions can-
not be accepted. Information 
is also available by contact-
ing Blandford’s Cultural 
Council at culturalcoun-
cilsec@gmail.com.

Cultural Council accepting applications
By Mary Kronholm

Correspondent

BLANDFORD – The 
Blandford Historical Society 
will present its second annual 
Ghost Walk on Saturday, Oct. 
3, from 2-4 p.m. at Blandford 
Hill Cemetery, North Street 
across from The White 
Church and the Fairgrounds. 

Admission is free, along 
with apple cider doughnuts 
from the Blandford Country 
Store and cider. In the event 
of inclement weather, the 
program will move indoors 
to The White Church at the 
same time.

This  year’s  theme 
is “Great Americans of 
Blandford—Movers, Shakers 
and History Makers.” 

A ghost walk is a guid-
ed cemetery tour where cos-
tumed performers portray 
people from the town’s past. 
History comes alive as they 
share courage, sacrifices, 
surprises, and stories behind 
Blandford’s remarkable past.

This year, guests will 
meet a colorful cast of char-
acters from Revolutionary 
War, Civil War, and World 
War II veterans to states-
men, entrepreneurs, educa-
tors, and hometown legends. 
These “ghosts” helped shape 
the town—and often the 
nation—in ways you might 
not expect. 

“People are hungry for 
history, and Blandford is sit-
ting on a gold mine of amaz-
ing stories just waiting to 
be told,” said Jane Rohman, 
BHS executive board mem-
ber and vice president, who 
spearheaded last year’s event. 

She has since led other 
ghost reenactments, including 
Knox 250 last January and an 
appearance at the town’s 250 
celebration by the Knox fam-
ily of Blandford—unrelated 

to General Knox—under the 
pavilion.

Returning costume 
director Terri Garfield, whose 
creative work has helped 
bring historical figures to life 
at all these productions, is 
once again working behind 
the scenes outfitting the cast.

Last year, about 140 
people from Blandford and 
surrounding communities 
attended the first Ghost Walk, 
an impressive turnout for a 
hill town event. Some were 
visiting the Berkshires during 
the beautiful fall foliage sea-
son.

No sign-up is required. 
As last year, guided groups 
will depart every 15 minutes. 
Enjoy a donut and cider and 
visit with neighbors, families 
and friends while waiting.

The tour lasts about an 
hour, with each ghost stop 
running five to six minutes. 
Guests will be on their feet, 
comfortable shoes are sug-
gested and a folding chair if 
you’d like a seat at the stops. 

The ground is mostly 
level, with a gentle incline at 

the end. Organizers hope to 
have the police department’s 
six-seater vehicle available 
for anyone who needs a little 
lift on the final leg.

Hil l  Cemetery si ts 
behind a hedge on North 
Street. Its paved entranc-
es will be closed during the 
event. Park in designated 
roped off areas along North 
Street and in front of The 
White Church.  And, look for 
the navy blue “WELCOME” 
banners marking the Ghost 
Walk entrance, not far from 
the donut truck.

This year in the event 
of rain, the performance will 
move indoors. Ghosts will 
speak from the podium in 
The White Church, and free 
donuts and cider will still be 
served, of course.

“There’s a reason we 
say Blandford is a small town 
with a big history. Come see 
why,” said Rohman.

For more informa-
tion, contact the Blandford 
Historical Society through its 
website, www.blandfordhis-
toricalsociety.org.

Ghost walk conjures the past

Turley Publications photos by Deborah Daniels
Carvings and initials adorn the quarried cliff walls today in Chester.

CHESTER HAS A SOAPSTONE MINE

CHESTER

Commissioner Pete Sparks is 
working on stump removal.

It was also announced 
t h a t  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e 
Mennonite congregation 
cleaned up along Route 23.

During the public com-
ment segment, it was noted 
that the political signs on 

town property would be 
removed and left at the Town 
Hall.

G e o r g e  R e i c h e r t 
asked about the piece of 
fire department equipment 
left out on Blair Road. 
Cousineau explained that 
the ATV is intended for out-

doors and requires no tarps 
but it is also kept in the 
garage at the cemetery on 
North Street.

Reichert asked to be 
on the agenda in two weeks 
to report on the successful 
maintenance of Bicentennial 
Park.

SELECTBOARD	 from page 1

These soapstone cliff walls are in Chester. Soapstone which was 
used to make sinks and kitchen and bathroom counters. It has a 
very slippery feel to it and has a shimmery silver grey color.

Turley Publications photos by Deborah Daniels
This is a sample of green grey soapstone quarried in Chester. 
Frankie, an Eagle Scout led the hike to soapstone mine.

Turley Publications photo by Mary Kronholm
Mandy LaBrecque, from left, Michele Crane, Connor Doyle and 
Randy Garfield will participate in the Ghost Walk Attend  the 
Ghost Walk to see who they portray. Doyle and Garfield were 
both in last year’s ghost presentation.

Turley Publications photos by Mary Kronholm
Select Board Clerk Ted Cousineau, Chair Jackie Coury, member Corinne Shartrand,  environmental 
consultant David Klinch of Epsillon Associates, NextEra General Manager Joel Walker, and Atty. Adam 
Kahn from Foley and Hoag, LLP.

RUSSELL

RUSSELL – The Russell 
Public Library, 162 Main St., 
hours are Monday, Wednesday 
and Friday from 3-7 p.m., 
Tuesday and Thursday from 
10a.m.-2 p.m. and Saturday 
from 10 a.m.-1 p.m. The 
library will be closed for 
Indigenous Peoples’ Day/
Columbus Day on Monday, 
Oct. 12.

The Russel l  Publ ic 
Library Trustees will meet on 
Wednesday, October 21 from 
3:15-4:30 p.m.

The library will have 
the monthly adult book club 
on Tuesday, Oct. 6 from 6-8 
p.m. The book is “Too Old For 
This” by Samantha Downing. 

Books are available at the 

library. People may register 
by email at rpldirector162@
gmail.com, call 413-862-6221 
and leave a message or come 
in and sign up at the library by 
Friday, Oct. 2.  

The next  book for 
November’s book club will 
be “The Berry Pickers” by 
Amanda Peters. Books will be 
available for pickup mid-Oc-
tober.

Dennis Picard presents an 
adult program “The Hessians 
of the Revolutionary War 
in Western Massachusetts” 
on Oct. 17 from 1:30-3:30 
p.m. Folklore holds that 
the Hessians soldiers of the 
Revolutionary War period were 
blood thirsty mercenaries pur-

chased by King George III to 
fight in the rebellious colonies.  

Even  though  the re 
were no battles in Western 
Massachusetts during the 
American Revolution there 
were, in fact, Hessians here. 
Participants will hear how 
these men got to the area, why 
they were here, who they really 
were and in the end, why some 
stayed.  

People may register 
by email at rpldirector162@
gmail.com, call 413-862-6221 
and leave a message or come 
in and sign up at the library by 
Thursday, Oct. 15.  

A bats and spiders craft 
for children takes place 
Wednesday, Oct. 21 from  

5-6:30 p.m. They will create 
a spooky bat or spider to take 
home.  

All materials will be pro-
vided by the library. They may 
register by email at   rpldirec-
tor162@gmail.com, call 413-
862-6221 and leave a message 
or come in and sign up at the 
library by Friday, Oct. 16.   

Jean  Bergs t rom of 
Her Wild Roots (www.her-
wildroots.com) will offer 
Ecoprinting with fall leaves 
for adults on Saturday, Oct. 
24 from 1:30-4 p.m. When a 
leaf drops to the ground in the 
fall they might think there is 
no life left in it. Many of those 
darlings still have something 
lovely to offer. They can trans-

fer their hidden colors to fabric 
using the unique technique of 
ecoprinting. Participants will 
make a printed dish towel to 
brighten up their kitchen or to 
give as a gift. They will have 
pretreated fabric (mordanted), 
all the equipment needed and 
leaves for them to experiment 
with.  People can bring your 
own pressed, dried, fresh or 
frozen leaves too. They will 
use heat and steam to trans-
fer the color to the fabric and 
each creation is a surprise and 
unique. They may register 
by email at rpldirector162@
gmail.com, call 413-862-6221 
and leave a message or come 
in and sign up at the library by 
Wednesday, Oct. 21. 

The library will offer 
“Stop the Bleed,” on Oct. 27 
from 7:15 p.m. Participants 
will learn  proper training so 
they can be an “immediate 
responder” to help someone 
who is experiencing traumat-
ic bleeding. Be ready to save 
the life of a family member, 
a friend, a colleague or a 
perfect stranger.  This event 
is presented by the Hilltown 
Community Ambulance in 
partnership with the Western 
Hampden County Public 
Health District.  They may 
register  by email at rpldirec-
tor162@gmail.com, call 413-
862-6221 and leave a message 
or come in and sign up at the 
library by Friday, Oct. 23.

Russell Public Library announcing upcoming news and events

Purchase a photo that recently 
ran in one of our publications.
Go to newspapers.turley.com/

photo-request

$12.50
Each

Digital Photos
TURLEY PUBLICATIONS, INC.



Country Journal  •  Thursday, September 24, 2026	 page 7

SCHOOLS & YOUTH

PRESIDENT’S LIST
Southern New Hampshire University

Manchester, New Hampshire
Zoe Lewis of Cummington 
Diana Shia of Westfield 
Hayley Aloisi of Easthampton 
Jason Ilnicki of Huntington 
Megen Moynihan of Easthampton 
Viviana Piotrowski of Westfield 
Jeremiah Reagan of Savoy 

DEAN’S LIST
Southern New Hampshire University

Manchester, New Hampshire
Caylee Carter of Russell 

SNHU proudly announces 
President’s and Dean’s lists

Highlight 
Your Achievement 
with a Business Profile 
in the Turley Newpaper 
of your choice for only

$139
AD COPY DEADLINE

October 1st
Please provide us with:

a photograph & 
approx. 150 word bio.

Call Your Turley
Sales Representative Today!

T U R L E Y  P U B L I C A T I O N S  C E L E B R A T E S

WENDY DELCAMP
413-283-8393

wdelcamp@turley.com

BUSINESS
Women in 

October 14-16, 2026

Add an additional paper of 
your choice for only $99.

Dr. Ana Serrenho is the owner of POP Orthodontics, located in Post Office Park in Wilbraham. Dr. Ana is a Wilbraham resident and grew up in Ludlow. She completed her dental training and orthodontic residency at Boston University. In addition to her private practice, she is a faculty member at NYU Langone, where she teaches pediatric dental residents. She has been recognized by the Massachusetts Dental Society and the Massachusetts Association of Orthodontists.
POP Orthodontics recently celebrated its first anniversary, and our team looks forward to continuing our mission of providing convenient, comfortable and conservative treatment.  We offer both traditional braces and Invisalign, as well as interceptive treatments such as expanders. We use the latest in dental technology and offer daytime and evening appointments. We are excited to be able to provide a locally-owned option for orthodontic care to the community! 

75 Post Office Park
Wilbraham

413-675-7570www.mypoportho.com

Wilbraham Times
https://qrfy.io/r/Ub7gCaGmEU

Book 
Your

Consult 
Today!

5.25" x 9" ad

Obituary Policy
Country Journal

Turley Publications offers two types of obituaries.
One is a free, brief Death Notice listing the name 

of deceased, date of death and funeral date and place.
The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $275, 

which allows families to publish extended death 
notice information of their own choice (with a 
word limit of up to 500 words) and may include a 
photograph. Death Notices & Paid Obituaries 
should be submitted through a funeral home to: 
obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.

courage to do something 
about it.”

His assistant principal, 
Val Zeh, agreed. She credited 
Sullivan for having a strong 
sense of ethics and said that 
he did not know the word no 
when it came to what was 
best or right for Gateway’s 
students. She describes him 
as a great man, who has 
made a difference in the lives 
of Gateway’s students, staff 
and community. “He will be 
missed,” Zeh said.

Mathematics teacher 
leader Cheryl Wright offered 
a similar description. “In 
education, many times we 
default to no, we can’t do 
that because…” Dr. Sullivan 
was always focused on figur-
ing out how we “could make 
things happen,” Wright said. 
“His presence at Gateway 
was transformational. He 
was unwavering in his belief 
that our students and staff 
can do great things.”

One way that Sullivan 
demonstrated his confidence 
in the school and its students 
was exemplified last spring, 
when 10th graders presented 
their demonstration of learn-
ing in order to meet their 
competency determination 
for high school graduation. 

The state had recently 
given schools the option of 
not using tenth grade MCAS 
test scores as a requirement 
for graduation. Instead, 
Gateway had planned for 
sophomores to each give a  
presentation of their learn-
ing to a panel of staff. These 
included work samples, their 
career goals and outlines 
for their final two years of 
high school to achieve those 
goals. “They were absolutely 
wonderful,” Sullivan said.

S c h o o l  C o m m i t t e e 
Chairman Jason Forgue 
reflected on Sullivan’s tenure 
at Gateway. “The loss of Will 

Sullivan from the Gateway 
family will create an impact 
lasting many years. I do not 
mean that only profession-
ally but also personally, not 
only for myself but for hun-
dreds of students, parents, 
and throughout the faculty 
and staff,” Forgue said. “The 
genuine, supportive demean-
or with which Will carried 
himself provided many with 
the comfort needed to get 
through difficult situations 
and also thoroughly revel 
during the entertaining ones. 
I wish Will the absolute best 
in his next endeavor and look 
forward to following the 
news of all his future accom-
plishments.”

Sixth grade team leader, 
herself a Gateway alumna, 
Laura FIsk put it this way. 
“Will’s departure is a true 
loss for the Gateway com-
munity. He led GRS with an 
abundance of positive ener-
gy and an infectious desire 
to ready our students for the 
future. Will truly immersed 
himself into bettering our 
school; it will be hard to 
replace someone who was 
the first to arrive and the last 
to leave each day,” she said. 
“Although his time here was 
brief, he will go down in 
the books as a true Gateway 
Gator.” 

Social studies teacher 
Jim Duggan concurred. “Dr. 
Sullivan’s greatest strength 
as a principal was his abil-
ity to model a positive atti-
tude and an instructional 
vision,” Duggan said. “Will 
treated GRS as a family, and 
because of that, Gateway stu-
dents, staff, and families will 
sorely miss his charisma and 
steady leadership.”

But it was Sullivan’s 
own family that weighed 
heavily on his decision to 
leave. He said his best advice 
to parents is to be home for 

dinner and ask their children 
how their day went. He loved 
being at Gateway, but now 
has a child who is starting 
kindergarten. And while he 
thoroughly enjoyed going 
to soccer games, concerts, 
plays and even proms, he 
realized that level of involve-
ment was not allowing him 
to check in with his own 
children. 

“I wouldn’t change my 
time at Gateway for any-
thing. This is a really hard 
decision for me. But I know 
Gateway is going to be fine. 
The work is not going to 
stop. The staff and students 
are committed to moving this 
work forward,” Sullivan said.

To  e n s u r e  t h i s , 
Superintendent Dr. Melissa 
Matarazzo has posted for 
both an interim principal and 

for a full time replacement. 
Sullivan said Matarazzo is 
really committed to a robust 
search with staff, student and 
community involvement and 
has shared that she wants to 
make sure that the next prin-
cipal is committed to con-
tinuing to move forward in 
the direction that has been 
set through work with the 
Barr Foundation.

Matarazzo had high 
praise for Sullivan’s leader-
ship to improve school cli-
mate, advance rigor in the 
classroom, and become 
a community where mem-
bers like students, staff, 
and families feel they are 
heard and respected. “He 
also fostered strong teach-
er leadership, which will be 
tremendously helpful in sus-
taining our efforts in these 

same areas, where we want 
to get better and better,” the 
Superintendent said.

According to Matarazzo, 
the search for Sullivan’s 
immediate replacement is 
open and could wrap up in 
a week with the appointment 
of an interim principal. They 
are developing a Principal 
Hiring Recommendation 
Committee who will work 
with her to review appli-
cants, interview candidates, 
host finalists and provide a 
recommendation on the next 
principal. 

The committee will 
include students ,  s taff , 
administrators and parents. 
She will also invite input 
from parents and families at 
the Thursday, Oct. 8 GRS 
Open House about their 
vision for the next principal.

Sullivan believes the 
next principal is in for an 
amazing experience. “I am 
very thankful for the time I 
had here. I wouldn’t trade 
it for anything. Every day 
I felt that the students and 
staff were here to learn and 
for the right reasons. It made 
me want to work harder,” 
Sullivan said. “I fell in love 
with Gateway after my first 
three days. There is some-
thing special about this 
school and community and 
I’m confident that it will 
never go away.”

Z e h  a f f i r m e d  t h a t 
Sullivan’s faith in the future 
of Gateway has never waiv-
ered. “Even as he prepares to 
step away from the frontline, 
Will still exudes a contagious 
optimism for our district’s 
future,” she said. 
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COLLEGE NEWS

B O S T O N  –  T h e 
Massachusetts Treasurer’s 
O f f i c e  o f  E c o n o m i c 
Empowerment, in partner-
ship with the Massachusetts 
Division of Banks and the 
Office of Consumer Affairs 
and Business Regulation, 
announced funding for the 
2027 Financial Education 
Innovation Fund Grant. 

C r e a t e d  i n  2 0 1 5 , 
the Financial Education 
Innovation Fund gives stu-
dents the opportunity to 
practice making many of the 
real-world financial deci-
sions they’ll face after grad-
uation. 

F inancia l  educat ion 
fairs, such as Credit for Life 
fairs, offer a fun and unique 
opportunity for students to 
learn about personal finance. 
These fairs often serve as a 
supplement or capstone to 
financial education classes 
and engage students in real-
world saving, spending and 
budgeting scenarios. 

Students choose or are 
assigned an occupation and 
make a variety of money 
decisions, ranging from 
where to live and how to 
save for retirement to buying 
a television or owning a pet.  

Massachuse t t s  pub-

lic or charter high schools 
and special education pro-
grams approved by the 
Massachusetts Department 
o f  E l e m e n t a r y  a n d 
Secondary Education are 
eligible to apply. Applicants 
looking to start a new pro-
gram can receive up to 
$4,000 and those enhancing 
or expanding an existing fair 
can receive up to $2,000.  

S c h o o l s  d e s i g n a t -
ed as Special Education or 
Collaborative programs and 
those with over 50% of the 
student population designat-
ed by DESE as low-to-mod-
erate income, can apply for 

an additional $500 in fund-
ing. 

Applications are open 
until  Oct. 23 at 5 p.m. 
Schools can learn more and 
apply by visiting mass.gov/
oee/fin-ed-fairs.  

The Financial Education 
Innovation Fund was estab-
lished as an ongoing effort 
to strengthen access to 
financial literacy throughout 
Massachusetts and is fund-
ed by the Division of Banks 
through the Settlement Trust. 
Since 2015, over 92,000 stu-
dents have attended financial 
education fairs supported by 
the fund.

Financial Education Innovation Fund grants available

H O LYO K E  –  T h e 
Holyoke Community College 
invites graduates from the last 
decade to attend a free eve-
ning of fun and food at the 
HCC MGM Culinary Arts 
Institute, 164 Race St. on the 
corner of Appleton Street.

HCC’s second-annu-

al “Fall Back Together: 
Graduates  of  the  Las t 
Decade” or “GOLD” event 
will be held on Thursday, 
Sept. 24, from 5-7 p.m. All 
HCC graduates from class 
years 2016 through 2026 are 
invited.

In addition to compli-

mentary gourmet appetiz-
ers and desserts prepared by 
faculty and students from 
HCC’s culinary arts program, 
“GOLD” event attendees will 
be able to pick up free HCC 
swag, reconnect with their 
favorite HCC professors and 
advisers, listen to live music, 

win raffle prizes, network 
with other alumni, get a free 
professional headshot and 
learn about HCC’s alumni 
podcast, The Green Thread, 
volunteer opportunities and 
other alumni events.  

“We’re excited to cel-
ebrate the second year of 

GOLD — our graduates of 
the last decade,” said Natalia 
Castagno, HCC assistant 
director for alumni relations. 
“When alumni join us for this 
event, we want them to feel 
their HCC community again: 
to celebrate their time here 
and reconnect with the cam-

pus that shaped them.”  
Space is limited, so 

pre-registration is requested. 
To register, people may visit 
hcc.edu/gold.

Questions may be direct-
ed to the Alumni Association 
by emailing alumni@hcc.edu 
or calling 413-552-2576. 

Holyoke Community College invites ‘graduates of the last decade’ to celebration

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertiser is requested to check their advertisement 
the first time it appears. This paper will not be responsible for 
more than one corrected insertion, nor will be liable for any error 
in an advertisement to a greater extent than the cost of the space 
occupied by the item in the advertisement.
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Notice of Public 
Hearing

Planning BoardLEGAL NOTICEPursuant  to  MGL Ch. 40A, Sec. 5, the Ware Planning Board will hold a public hear-ing on Thursday, April 6th, 2023 at 7:30pm in the Selectboard Meeting Room, Town Hall, 126 Main Street, Ware, MA. The purpose of this hear-ing is to consider an addi-tion to the Zoning Bylaws by including a section to regulate Battery Energy Storage Systems (BESS).Pursuant to Chapter 22 of the Acts of 2022, this hearing will be conducted in person and via remote means, in accordance with applicable law. This means that members of the Planning Board as well as members of the public may access this meeting in person, or via virtual means. In person attendance will be held in the Selectboard Meeting Room, Town Hall, 126 Main Street, Ware, MA. It is possible that any or all members of the public body may attend remotely, with in-person attendance consisting of 

members of public. The meeting may be accessed remotely via zoom. Go to https://zoom.us/join or join by phone. Phone Number: 929-205-6099; Meeting ID: 784 604 1861; Password: 01082.A complete copy of the proposed chang-es can be found at the Planning & Community Development Department Office and on the Town of Ware website under “Popular Links”. Anyone interested or wishing to be heard should appear at the time and place desig-nated. All interested par-ties are invited to attend.WARE PLANNING 
BOARD

Richard Starodoj, 
Chairman03/23, 03/30/2023

MORTGAGEE’S SALE OF REAL ESTATEBy virtue and in exe-cution of the Power of Sale contained in a certain mortgage given by John M. Hebert and Rebecca Joy Herbert a/k/a Rebecca Joy Hebert to “MERS”, Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems, Inc., a separate corpora-tion that is acting solely 

as nominee for “Lender”, Nationpoint, a Division of Nat. City Bank of IN and  its successors and assigns dated March 17, 2006 and recorded with the Hampshire County Registry of Deeds, in Book 8680, Page 311, as assigned by Assignment o f  M o r t g a g e  d a t e d January 15, 2014 and recorded in Hampshire County Registry of Deeds, Book 11570, Page 205, of which mortgage the undersigned is the pres-ent holder, for breach of the conditions of said mortgage and for the purpose of foreclosing the same will be sold at Public Auction at 2:00 PM, on April 20, 2023, on the premises known as 402 Palmer Road, Ware, Massachusetts, the prem-ises described in said mortgage, together with all the rights, easements, and appurtenances thereto, to wit:
All that certain prop-erty situated in the county of Hampshire, and State of Massachusetts, being described as follows:Beginning at an iron pin in the ground on the easterly line of the Ware-

Palmer Road, said pin being at the Northwesterly corner of the tract herein described and also being at the Southwesterly cor-ner of land now or for-merly of Waldron; and from said point of begin-ning running thence along the following-described courses:
South 64 degrees 50 minutes 05 seconds E., 315.83 feet to an iron pin in the ground;

South 20 degrees 23 minutes 14 seconds W., 126.97 feet to a 1-inch bolt, and continuing in the same course, 43.41 feet to an iron pin set;
North 62 degrees 43 minutes 04 seconds W., along land now or former-ly of Leroy S. Trumble et ux, 354.27 feet to an iron pin in the ground at the Easterly line of said road;Northeasterly along said Road to the point of beginning, the course between the last two points being North 33 degrees 52 minutes 31 seconds E., a distance of 158.53 feet.

Containing 54,707 square feet of land, more or less.
For  in format iona l 

purposes only; the APN is shown by the county assessor as 5-0-29.
Terms of Sale: These premises are being sold subject to any and all unpaid real estate taxes, water rates, municipal charges and assessments, condominium charges, expenses,  costs,  and assessments, if appli-cable, federal tax liens, partition wall rights, stat-utes, regulations, zoning, subdivision control, or other municipal ordinanc-es or bylaws respecting land use, configuration, building or approval, or bylaws, statutes or ordi-nances regarding the pres-ence of lead paint, asbes-tos or other toxic sub-stances, sanitary codes, housing codes, tenancy, and , to the extent that they are recorded prior to the above mortgage, any easements, rights of way, restrictions, confirmation or other matters of record.Purchaser shall also bear all state and coun-ty deeds excise tax. The deposit of $10,000.00 is to be paid in cash or bank or certified check at the time and place of the sale, with the balance of 

the purchase price to be paid by bank or certified check within forty-five (45) days after the date of the sale, to be deposited in escrow with Guaetta and Benson, LLC, at 73 Princeton Street, Suite 208, North Chelmsford, Massachusetts.
In the event that the successful bidder at the foreclosure sale shall default in purchasing the within described prop-erty according to the terms of this Notice of Sale and/or the terms of the Memorandum of Sale executed at the time of the foreclosure, the Mortgagee reserves the right to sell the proper-ty by foreclosure deed to the second highest bidder or, thereafter, to the next highest bidders, provid-ing that said bidder shall deposit with said attorney, the amount of the required deposit as set forth here-in within five (5) business days after written notice of the default of the previ-ous highest bidder.

Other terms, if any, are to be announced at the sale.
Dated:  March 24, 2023

Present  holder  of said mortgage, Deutsche Bank National Trust Company, as Trustee for the Holders of the First Franklin Mortgage Loan Trust 2006-FF9, Mortgage Pass-Through Certificates, Series 2006-FF9
By its Attorneys, Guaetta and Benson, LLC, Peter V. Guaetta, Esquire, 

P.O. Box 519,Chelmsford, MA 0182403/30, 04/06, 04/13/2023

(SEAL) 
COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS LAND COURT DEPARTMENT OF THE TRIAL COURT Docket 23 SM 001136 ORDER OF NOTICE To:
Alexandra Klassanos and to all persons enti-tled to the benefit of the Servicemembers Civil Relief Act, 50 U.S.C. c. 50 §3901 (et seq): 

M&T Bank, 
claiming to have an interest in a Mortgage cover ing  rea l  p rop-er ty  in  Ware ,  num-bered 36-38 East Court, g iven  by  Alexandra Klassanos to Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems, Inc., as nom-inee for Commonwealth Mortgage, LLC., its suc-cessors and assigns, dated September 29, 2017, and recorded in Hampshire County  Reg is t ry  o f Deeds in Book 12761, Page 250, and now held by plaintiff by assign-ment, has/have filed with this court a complaint for determination of Defendant’s/Defendants’ Servicemembers status.If you now are, or recently have been, in the active military service of the United States of America, then you may be entitled to the benefits of the Servicemembers Civil Relief Act. If you object to a foreclosure of the above-mentioned prop-erty on that basis, then you or your attorney must file a written appearance and answer in this court at Three Pemberton Square, Boston, MA 02108 on or before May 1, 2023, or you may lose the opportunity to chal-lenge the foreclosure on the ground of noncompli-ance with the Act. 

Witness, GORDON H. PIPER, Chief Justice of this Court on March 17, 2023. 
Attest: 
Deborah J. Patterson 

Recorder 
23-001908 03/30/2023

Town of WareRequest for ProposalsSale of the Water and Wastewater Assets and Systems OperationThe Town of Ware, act-ing through its Selectboard serving as Water and Sewer Commissioners, is  seeking proposals from any party interest-ed in the purchase of the Town’s Water, Sewer and Wastewater assets and provision of service to the residents of Ware as a private regulated utility. The RFP is to solicit firms interested in a full owner-ship model of the Town’s utilities, including but not limited to operations of the wastewater treatment plant and wastewater sys-tems, water treatment plant, wells and water sys-tems.
In regard to the waste-water treatment plant and systems, the purchase and sale will include all rights in real property as defined during the bidding period, permits and other related regulatory approvals and documents, and all con-tract rights relating to the wastewater collection and pumping system. 

In regard to the water treatment plant, wells and water systems, the pur-chase and sale will include all rights in real property, permits and other related regulatory approvals and documents, and all con-tract rights relating to the water supply, treatment and distribution system. The Town has con-ducted several master plans and engineering studies and has gathered information regarding the Town’s water and waste-water assets in order to allow firms to prepare a response to this RFP. All related documents and data may be found on the Town website at: http://www.townofware.com/departments/public_works/index.php. Sealed proposals will be accept-ed in the office of the Town Manager, 126 Main Street, Ware, MA  01082 at the above address, until 12:00 noon on Thursday May 18, 2023, at which time they will be publicly opened. 
A mandatory site visit will commence at Town Hall on Tuesday, April 11, 2023 at 10 a.m. 

The Town reserves the right to accept or reject any proposal.
03/23, 03/30/2023

TOWN OF HARDWICKHELP WANTED
The town of Hardwick is seeking qualified candidates to perform high-level secretarial, clerical, and administrative work assisting the Town Administrator and Select Board. This is a part-time 19 hours per week position. For full job description, go to www.hardwick-ma.gov. 

Qualified applicants should send cover letter and resume to admin@townofhardwick.com or send to PO Box 575 Gilbertville, MA 01031. 

TOWN OF HARDWICKYOUTH CENTER JOB DESCRIPTIONHardwick Youth Center is looking for a reliable person 18 and over 
to provide support and be a role model to young people. We would 
need this person for about 5 hours per week and the program runs 
September to June.

Job ResponsibilitiesSupervise children from ages 5-18. Modeling positive behavior 
and servicing as a mentor for young people Organize and facilitate 
recreational activites including games, art and crafts, steam, trips or 
just hanging out.

Jobs Skills & QualificationAttention to detail and ability to solve problems quickly and responsibly. 
Excellent communication skills. Must have a driver’s license and pass 
a background check.

Preferred ExperienceExperience with large groups of kids. If you are interested please email 
hardwickyouthcenter@gmail.com or Angie @ 413-433-4007.

TOWN OF HARDWICK HIGHWAY WORKING FOREMANSeeking qualified applicants for FT HIGHWAY WORKING FOREMAN. Provides direct in-field supervision of employees working on all phases of Highway Department construction, maintenance, repair operations and performs all other related work as required. Repairing heavy equipment and large trucks is essential to the position. Responsible for maintaining & improving upon the efficiency and effectiveness of all areas under his/her control as delegated by the Highway Superintendent. Send resume or application to Hardwick Highway Department, P.O. Box 575, Gilbertville, MA  01031-0575 or by email at highway@townofhardwick.com.  For full job description see www.hardwick-ma.gov. 

HELP WANTED
THE TOWN OF WAREIS SEEKING:

• Director of Planning and Community Development
• Principal Assessor

• Activities Coordinator
• Truck Driver/Laborer 

Please see www.townofware.com for further information and other employment opportunities.

Health Director
Full-Time

The Town of Palmer is accepting applications for the position of full-time Public Health Director. Applicant must have the ability to perform professional inspections, technical and 
administrative work related to the enforcement and interpretation of public health, 
sanitation, and environmental laws and regulations. Applicant must possess a valid 
motor vehicle license; registration as a Massachusetts Sanitarian and Lead Paint 
Determinator; ServSafe certification required. Minimum qualifications: bachelor’s 
degree in public health or a related field; two years’ experience in public health and 
environmental health; or any equivalent combination of education and experience.Salary is up to $65,000 per year. The Town of Palmer is a lead community in a 
regional shared services health grant. The grant funding is an additional $15,000 
subject to appropriation.
This is a full-time bargaining unit exempt position.  Interested applicants should sub-
mit a cover letter, résumé, and application to Town Manager, Town of Palmer, 4417 
Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069.  

The Town of Palmer is an Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action Employer.

DRIVE FOR THE QUABOAG CONNECTORDescriptionDrivers wanted for the Quaboag Connector community transportation service! The 
Connector operates in ten towns in the Quaboag Region, connecting residents to 
their everyday needs. We are seeking friendly, responsible drivers to be the face 
that community members see while traveling to work, medical appointments, 
grocery stores, and beyond. 

Hours and Salary: We are looking for van and bus drivers for full and part time opportunities. Part-time 
morning and evening hours for van operators starting at $15.50/hour. We are also 
looking for full-time CDL Class B drivers starting at $24.50-$27/hour. 

Application Process:Interested applicants should visit the Ware Town Hall for an application or visit our 
website at www/rideconnector.com/driveforus. If you have any questions, please 
call (413) 667-7196.
We are an Equal Opportunity Employer and committed to excellence through 
diversity. Qualified applicants are considered for all positions regardless of race, 
color, religion, creed, gender, national origin, age, disability, marital or military 
status, genetic information, sexual orientation, or any other legally protected status.
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al collaborations of local 
organizations, including 
the Cummington Cultural 
District, Hilltown Vision, 
H i l l t o w n  C o m m u n i t y 
Development and Westfield 
Wild & Scenic. 

R ive r f e s t  f e a t u r e d 
a public art walk along 
Main Street  with maps 
and addresses provided in 
front of the Cummington 
Community House. 

Sergei Isupov and his 
wife Kadri Parnamets were 
two local artists, who had 
their artwork featured on the 
art walk. 

Isupov had his wood 
carving “Everything is 
Upside Down” placed off 
Main Street. The sculpture 
was made out of a tree off 
Main Street that was next to 
a telephone pole. 

A snowstorm rolled in 
and the tree broke the cables 
and what was left of the tree 
had to be moved. Isupov had 
an idea to save the tree for 
an art project. 

He borrowed a chain-
saw to start carving but had 
to figure out what to make. 
With one side of the tree 
having a big split in the mid-
dle, Isupov had to improvise.

“When working in art 
you have to find a solution 
with what you have,” he 
said. 

I t  took Isupov two 
weeks to finish his sculpture 
and the idea was to create 
a figure that thought every-
thing was upside down. 

Isupov’s art is mostly in 
ceramic art and does a lot 
of three-dimensional work. 
Another sculpture featured 
in the art walk was a sculp-
ture done by Isupov and his 

wife Kadri.  
The sculpture is called 

“Miss Comet” and is made 
from pieces of broken plates 
and from collecting pieces of 
broken pottery. 

Parnamets had been 
involved with ceramics since 
her childhood and always 
wanted to be an artist. She 
teaches two different ceram-
ic classes at their home in 
Cummington for locals who 
are seeking a fun learning 
environment where they can 
create. 

There was a total of 
nine art pieces along Main 
Street as part of the art walk. 
Beckie Kravetz is another 
local artist, who created an 
interactive sundial. 

T h e  C u m m i n g t o n 
Historical Commission had 
an exhibit available to view 
during Riverfest. The exhibit 
“Courage in Cummington: 
The World War II Refugees” 
was featured inside the Old 
Parsonage, which is now an 
extension of the Kingman 
Tavern Museum. 

Ass i s tan t  Arch iv i s t 
Grayson Hawthorn was 
guiding guests through the 
Old Parsonage where the 
history and life’s work of 
some of the refugees were 
highlighted. 

The Hostel was a proj-
ect done in Cummington that 
operated for four years as a 
space for refugees who came 
from Germany and Austria 
during World War II. At one 
time there were a dozen ref-
ugees who settled and called 
Cummington their home. 

Paul Wieghardt was one 
of the refugees, who was a 
notable watercolor and oil 
painter. His work is dis-

played in the exhibit at the 
Old Parsonage.

Gustav Wolf worked 
as a print maker and the 
museum had a copy of his 
book, “The Book of Job.” 
a religious book with illus-
trations by Wolf from the 
Cummington Press. 

The historical commis-
sion also showed a 1940s 
short  fi lm cal led “The 
Cummington Story.” This 
film was about these World 
War II refugees and was 
seen at the Cummington 
Community House.

The Kingman Tavern 
Museum is located at 41 
Main St. and is open during 
the summer and by appoint-
ment. For more information 
and to see the Courage of 
Cummington exhibit, people 
may email historical@cum-
mington-ma.gov. 

There were plenty of 
activities taking place by the 
Cummington Community 
House.

There was a river ecol-
ogy puppet-making project 
led by Meredyth Babcock. 
Guests of all ages created 
river-themed puppets. 

There were also local 
artisans featured during 
a vendor fair. Boo Cherau 
of Cummington is an artist 
selling her cards with her 
art featured on them during 
Riverfest. 

She is the illustrator for 
the Margaret Allard book, 
“A Surprise at Jubilee Park.” 
Copies of the book were 
available on her table. 

Riverfest will return to 
Main Street in Cummington 
with future plans in the 
works to have it held during 
the spring. 

RIVERFEST	 from page 1

CUMMINGTON

C U M M I N G T O N  –
Nellie and George Wilson 
will be at Friday Night Cafe 
on Friday, Sept. 25 from 
5-7 pm.. in the vestry at the 
Village Church in downtown 
Cummington in the heart of 
the Cummington Cultural 
District.

This is a family affair, 
father and daughter sharing 

the music they love with the 
Friday Night Cafe commu-
nity 

Father,  George and 
daughter, Nellie, get together 
for a ramble through the folk 
music that connects them. A 
talented, multi-instrumen-
talist and singer, George 
Wilson’s repertoire samples 
a wide variety of traditional 

and folk styles. 
As a fiddler, he has 

over 500 tunes for dancing 
and listening: tunes from 
New England, Quebec, Cape 
Breton, Scotland, Ireland 
and Shetland. His dynamic 
fiddling, strongly influenced 
by Cape Breton and French 
Canadian styles, has been 
popular with contra dancers 

and concert-goers since the 
late 1970s. 

Nellie Wilson, who lives 
in West Chesterfield, revisits 
her folk music roots, join-
ing in song with her father. 
From the silly to the sweet 
and everything in between, 
enjoy an evening of family 
folk music connection. 

The event is free, dona-

tions are appreciated. Snacks 
will be provided. Participants 
by bring their own beverages.

Once  aga in  th is  i s 
brought by the friendly folks 
at the Village Church who 
believe music can be a pow-
erful force for building com-
munity. Friday Night Cafe 
receives promotional sup-
port from the Cummington 

Cultural District, and is sup-
ported in part by grants from 
the Ashfield, Chesterfield, 
C u m m i n g t o n ,  G o s h e n , 
Hinsdale-Peru, Plainfield, 
Wi l l iamsburg ,  Windsor 
and Worthington Cultural 
Councils, local agencies 
which are supported by the 
Mass Cultural Council, a 
state agency.

Father daughter duo take the stage at Friday Night Cafe

Riverfest featured a Hilltown Music Showcase. Performing is Jack 
Swindlehurst on guitar with a bassist playing alongside. 

“A Conversation”, created by Ana Busto and 
Steven Schiff is displayed in front of the 
Cummington Community House.

Above, Boo’s Cards are created by local artist Boo Cherau. Right, Once a tree off Main Street, now 
carved as the sculpture, “Everything is Upside Down” by Sergei Isupov.

An oil painting by Paul Wieghardt who was 
one of the World War II refugees who found 
a home in Cummington. 

Above, Beckie Kravetz created 
an interactive sundial that was 
part of the Public Art on Main 
Street during Riverfest. Right, 
the Cummington Historical 
Commission organized the 
exhibit which included the 
story behind the Cummington 
Story, a short film from the 
1940s.

The history of Gustav Wolf was featured in the 
exhibit Courage in Cummington: WWII Refugees, at 
the Old Parsonage in Cummington. 
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WESTHAMPTON

WESTHAMPTON – 
The Westhampton Public 
Library, 1 North Road, will 
be closed on Monday, Oct. 5, 
the day after the Fall Festival 
and on Monday, Oct. 12 for 
Indigenous Peoples’ Day.

L i b r a r y  h o u r s  a r e 
Monday  and  Thursday 
from 2-8 p.m., Tuesday and 
Wednesday from 9 a.m.-noon 
and 1-5 p.m. and Saturday 
from 10 a.m.-1 p.m.

To place a request for 
curbside pickup, people 
may email westhampton@
cwmars.org or call 413-527-
5386. 

Recurr ing programs 
are Monday from 10 a.m.-
noon computer help with 
Bob Miller, Mondays at 6 
p.m. knitting and crocheting 
group, Mondays at 6 p.m. 
slow yoga, Tuesdays at 2 

p.m. Scrabble group, fourth 
Tuesdays on Oct. 27 at 6 
p.m. and book group “Miss 
Bates: Emma Revisited” 
by Catherine Cliff. People 
should email mschwelm@
cwmars.org to be added to 
the book group email list.

Other recurring pro-
grams include first  and 
third Wednesdays from 
10-11:30  a .m.  Walk- in 
Wel lness  C l in i c s  wi th 
Weshampton’s public health 
nurse, Wednesday from 10 
a.m.-noon coffee and chat 
and Thursday, Oct. 22 from 
2-4 p.m. Tech Connect drop 
in tech help. People should 
call ahead to ensure the Tech 
Connect is meeting.

On Sunday, Oct. 4 from 
noon-4 p.m. the 19th Annual 
Westhampton Fall Festival 
at the Westhampton Town 

Center. There will be an 
inter-faith church service at 
10 a.m. and pumpkin hall at 
4:15 p.m.

Other activities include 
Steeple Tours with Valley 
Vi ew s ,  A xe  T h r ow i n g 
&  L u m b e r j a c k  D e m o ,  
Blacksmith Demo, History 
Museum, corn husking, cider 
making, sledge hammer 
throw, skillet toss. cow pie 
Bingo, potato cannons, giant 
pumpkin competition, scav-
enger hunt, farm animals, 
haybale maze, lawn games, 
children’s games and crafts, 
donkey, pedal-powered trac-
tor pull and much more.

On Saturday, Oct. 17,  
there will be an art reception 
for Steve Allen from 11a.m.-
noon.

People will enjoy paint-
ings by local artist, Steve 

Allen, in the community 
room gallery. Allen’s work 
is informed by the local 
landscape and time spent in 
nature. This exhibit will be 
on view during the months of 
October and November.

On Saturday, Oct. 24 
from 11 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 
there will be a Beatles sing-
along. People, who like sing-
ing Beatles songs, this in the 
right place for them. Daniel 
Johnson and friends will 
lead the Beatles singalong at 
the library. Instrumentalists 
are encouraged to bring 
their instruments. This is a 
no judgment zone. Daniel 
Johnson and friends provide 
the lyrics and guitar and 
piano accompaniment.

On Thursday, Oct. 29 
from 6-8 p.m. there will be 
a pumpkin carving workshop 

with Jo Martin.
To regis ter  for  the 

pumpkin carving, people 
should register by emailing 
westhampton@cwmars.org 
or call 413-527-5386. This 
workshop is for all ages and 
is limited to ten participants. 
Children must be supervised 
at all times by a responsible 
parent or guardian as sharp 
tools will be used.

Participants should bring 
a pumpkin any size and two 
addition small pumpkins or 
gourds. 

They should bring any 
tools they will want to use 
including loop tools, scrap-
ers, etc. People can get 
tools from Amazon and the 
instructor will have some to 
share too. 

Chris Lafond, a certified 
midwife, will lead two ses-

sions: Thursday, Nov. 5 from 
6-7:30 p.m. and Thursday, 
Nov. 12 from 6-7:30 p.m.

A Death Café is an 
opportunity to talk about 
death with cake. There is no 
agenda, and no presentation 
when using the this model. 
It’s simply a time to come 
together, share refreshments, 
and talk about death, with the 
topics arising from the group 
gathered. While it is not a 
question-and-answer session, 
there will be some takeaway 
information and follow up 
available.

This is recommend-
ed for adults of all ages. 
Youth 15 plus are welcome 
with accompanying adult. 
Registration is requested by 
emailing westhampton@
cwmars.org or calling 413-
527-5386.

Westhampton Public Library announces upcoming programs

Submitted photo
The Ravenwood String Band will open Music in Montgomery on Oct. 1.

MONTGOMERY

By Wendy Long
Correspondent

M O N T G O M E R Y 
– Hosts for the Music in 
M o n t g o m e r y  p r o g r a m 
announce the October sched-
ule.

C o - h o s t e d  b y  t h e 
Montgomery Public Library 
and  the  Gray  Ca tb i rd 
Pottery Studio, Music in 
Montgomery takes place at 
Montgomery Town Hall, 161 
Main Road, every Thursday, 
starting at 3 p.m.

This month sees five 
p e r f o r m e r s  r e t u r n i n g , 
including Barry Searle and 
Ravenwood, Ed Bentley 
and Friends, Kara and Jerry 
Noble, Doug Pi and the 
Harmonics and Bob Cipolli.

Opening the month will 
be the Ravenwood String 
Band on Thursday, Oct. 1, 
led by guitarist Barry Searle 
and featuring Sarah Miller on 
vocals, Don Calsyn on fiddle, 

John Alphin on mandolin and 
Chet Fairchild on bass.  

Searle’s other ensem-
bles have included Broken 
Spoke, the Time Stretchers 
and Barry Searle and the 
Wolf Hill Band. Recent 
and upcoming gigs for 
Ravenwood include the 
Hardwick Winery, Brimfield 
Winery and North Brookfield 
Common. 

Ed Bentley and Friends 
take the stage on Thursday, 
Oct. 8. The audience never 
knows who Ed will show 
up with him, but his August 
performance in Montgomery 
included Rom Campagna, 
Jane Martin Pelletier and 
Mark O’Meara. 

H e  h a s  b e e n  s e e n 
throughout the area, includ-
ing the Southwick Inn, 
Luthiers, Shortstop Bar & 
Grill, and the Daily Grind in 
Southwick. 

Husband and wife duo 
Kara and Jerry Noble return 

on Thursday, Oct. 15. Pianist 
and composer Jerry (Clifton) 
Noble is also a regular per-
former with the Tuesday 
Morning Music Club, which 
has a 125 year run of bring-
ing amateur and profession-
al musicians together to 
perform at Trinity United 
Methodist Church. 

T h ey  a l s o  o ff e r  a 
12-concert series of high cal-
iber musicians each year, and 
Noble is scheduled to per-
form in several of this year’s 
ensembles. 

D o u g  P i  a n d  t h e 
Harmonics will perform on 
Thursday, Oct. 22. Known 
for his deep signature voice 
and driving rock/country gui-
tar playing, Pi and his band 
have performed at Fishtails 
in Hatfield, Papa Bob’s 
in Becket and at the O’s in 
Sunderland this year. 

Closing the month on 
Thursday, Oct. 29 will be 
singer/guitarist Bob Cipolli. 

This cover artist  offers 
music from the 70s includ-
ing Jim Croce, Loggins and 
Messina, Van Morrison and 
the Beatles. 

All are invited to come, 
l is ten and bring baked 

goods to share. Donations 
are accepted for the refresh-
ments, with money to be split 
between the Montgomery 
Vo l u n t e e r  F i r e m e n ’ s 
Association and the Town 
Library. Donations are also 

accepted to tip and thank the 
fabulous musicians who per-
form each  This event is open 
to all who are interested. For 
more information, people 
may call Dale Rogers at 413- 
875-5205.

Music in Montgomery welcomes Ravenwood String Band

PLAINFIELD

P L A I N F I E L D  – 
During the 55th annu-
a l  f i re figh te r ’s  barbe-
cue held last  weekend, 
Plainfield Fire Chief Rob 
Shearer  announced the 
renaming of  Plainfield 
Town Park to  the  “Ed 
and Sandy Morann Town 
Park.” 

T h e  S e l e c t  B o a r d 
approved the dedication 
this past month and a new 
plaque on a large stone 
near the fire pit, installed 
last week, was uncovered 
at the barbecue. 

In  addi t ion,  a  new 
park sign at the entrance 
to North Central Street, 
t o  b e  i n s t a l l e d  s o o n , 
w e r e  b o t h  f u n d e d  b y 
the Plainfield Volunteer 
Firefighter’s Association.

The park has  been 
and continues to be used 
by Plainfield families and 
friends for their enjoy-
ment.  The PVFA thank 
Ed and Sandy for being 
so involved and active at 
the park and throughout 
town for so many years.

Plainfield Park gets new name

Submitted photo
Plainfield Fire Chief Rob Shearer announces the new name Ed and Sandy Morann Town Park at the 
annual chicken barbecue.

PLAINFIELD – This 
past Labor Day weekend, 
during the firefighter’s bar-
becue, the Plainfield Foot 
Race celebrated its 50th year 
while the Plainfield Youth 
Foot Race celebrated its 
40th foot race. 

The race has run the 
same course, 1.1 mile run 
around the center of town, 
originally starting and end-

ing at the Shaw Memorial 
Library, now starting and 
ending at the Public Safety 
Complex on North Central 
Street. 

Though the course is 
short, it is deceptively hilly, 
making for longer race times 
than expected. Over the past 
50 years hundreds of men, 
women, boys and girls have 
run this race and when you 

look at the race bowels on 
display at the library, many 
names, now older, are famil-
iar ones having grown up 
and/or lived in our town.

Certain names deserve 
mention after all these year. 
The course record over-
all was set by then resident 
Vince O’Connell in 1985, 
the town Bicentennial year, 
with a time of 5:28. 

A time that has not been 
challenged for many years. 
The women record was set 
in 2002 by Sidney Letendre 
with a winning time that 
year of 6:24. 

We also need to mention 
two other runners; five-time 
winner Meghan Davis, now 
a well-known and respected 
runner locally and four-time 
winner Rick Gowdy, both of 

which started there running 
careers at Mohawk Trail 
Regional High School.

The Plainfield Youth 
Foot Race has its own race-
course best times for those 
age 14 and under. Scott 
Zalinski ran an overall best 
time in 1986 of 6:26, while 
Meghan Davis set the fast-
est girls time so far back in 
2015 of 6:33.

The Plainfie ld  Foot 
Races  were  s ta r ted  by 
t he  t own’s  Rec rea t i on 
C o m m i t t e e ,  o r i g i n a l l y 
back in 1976, Youth Race 
in 1986, to help celebrate 
the country’s Bicentennial. 
The funding, organizing and 
running of these races are 
now handled by Plainfield 
Volun tee r  F i re figh te r ’s 
Association.

Plainfield foot race celebrates 50th years, winners announced

A large stone with a plaque show the park’s new name, Ed and 
Sandy Morann Town Park.
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FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $240.00
Seasoned cut & split $375.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for outdoor 
boilers (Cheap). Quality & volumes guar-
anteed!! New England Forest Products 

(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central 
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood 
Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titanium Stainless 
Steel.  $2K Tax Credit.  Call (508)882-
0178

MISCELLANEOUS
BROWN JORDAN CHAISSE. White, 
mint condition, $800 or best offer. Call 
508-867-7972.

WANTED! 
CASH for: 

• Machinist tools, power tools 
  & Snap on.
• Electronics & Audio Equipment. 
• Sports Cards. 
• 70s/80s/90s Toys. 
• Antiques & Collectibiles. 
  Much, much more!

Call/Text Sam 
413-531-5381

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glass-
ware, Silver-plated items, watch-
es, Musical instruments, type-
writers, sewing machines, tools, 
radios, clocks, lanterns, lamps, 
kitchenware, cookware, knives, 
military, automotive, fire depart-
ment, masonic, license plates, 
beer cans, barware, books, oil 
cans, advertising tins,hunting, 
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy 
(860) 874-8396

ALWAYS BUYING 
ALL ANTIQUES: 

Musical instruments, guitars, 
horns, keyboards, vintage elec-
tronics, jewelry, coins, watches, 
military cameras, sports mem-
orabilia, art, sterling, signs, au-
tomotive, hunting, advertising, 
radios, ham radio equipment, 
audio equipment, toys, one 
item or entire estate. 

Call Paul 413-206-8688

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD 
JUNK REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming 
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster 
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates. 
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell 
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging. 
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

GAGNON ELECTRIC

All types of electrical work. Fully insured. 
All work fully guaranteed. Free estimates. 

Lic. #14960A. 413-533-8867

PJ’s Electrical
MASTER ELECTRICIAN

• Licensed & Insured •
Providing safe, reliable electrical 
services for residential and com-
mercial projects.

NOW OFFERING FREE
CONSULTATIONS.

Call today to schedule your appointment.
(413) 366-1703

(Lic. #24046–A)

DANNY’S ELECTRICAL 
SERVICES LLC 

I offer good quality electrical work, no proj-
ect too small, free estimates, service up-
grades, pools, budget friendly, committed to 
satisfaction, dependable & insured. Master 
Lic. #20773-A, Business Lic. #9310-A1.

Text or call Daniel at 413-218-3301 
or visit my website at 

dannyselectricllc.com 
to fill an online work request

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENT 
SPECIALIST

Decks, porches, repair service, roofing 
and siding contractor. 

Tim 413-563-2229. Licensed/insured. 
35 year construction supervisor.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile, win-
dows, painting, wallpapering, siding, decks. 
Insurance work. Fully insured.
Free estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub 
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe, insured. Professional. Please 
call Bob (413)537-5789.

LAND CLEARING
HENRY’S TREE SERVICE LLC
Clearing and forestry mulching for lot 

clearing, perimeter clearing, 
1-5+ acres & stumping. 

Certified & Fully Insured. Free Estimates. 
Over 30 Years Experience.

Offering Senior Citizen 
& Military Discounts

Call 413-279-1050

LAWN & GARDEN
HEADS UP LAWN 
SPRINKLERS LLC. 

Need sprinkler repairs or complete sys-
tem check? We fix leaks, replace heads, 
troubleshoot problems, and add zones/
upgrade existing systems. Fast reliable ser-
vice without big company prices. 

Call 413-279-4122 to set up 
an appointment.

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway 
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt 
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.  
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790. 
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
PRO PAINTING

Low, low prices. All phases interior, exterior 
painting and wallpapering. Also minor car-
pentry. 413-310-5099.

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned, 
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  Family owned/
operated since 1950   (413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential 
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove 
them before the wind takes them down. 
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374/cell 413-237-9881.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING 
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates. 
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything 
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump 
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and 
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

HENRY’S TREE SERVICE LLC
Tree Removal-Tree Trimming

Storm Damage-Structure Pruning
Forestry Mowing

Certified & Fully Insured.
Free Estimates

Over 30 Years Experience
Offering Senior Citizen 

& Military Discounts
Call 413-279-1050

STUMP GRINDING
DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding 
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

HENRY’S TREE SERVICE LLC
We do what others don’t.

We grind stumps of any size, provide 
cleanup and add loam and seed.

Certified & Fully Insured.
Free Estimates

Over 30 Years Experience
Offering Senior Citizen 

& Military Discounts
Call 413-279-1050

GERMAN SHEPHERD PUPS. Champi-
on Czech and Belgian bloodlines, 2M, 1F. 
30 years experience. Available 9/25/2026. 
$1,200. Taking deposits now. 
413-218-2321

HELP WANTED: 
General maintenance. Good pay. 

413-297-1513, Les.

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not 
knowingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

ROOM FOR RENT

Short Term Room Rental. Enjoy a peaceful, 
comfortable stay at Paradise Lake sanctu-
ary in Monson. Fully furnished room avail-
able for short term rental. Available Oct. 1st.
• All utilities included
• Full kitchen access
• Laundry access
• Pets welcome
• Quiet, welcoming setting
• Ideal for traveling professionals
     or temporary stays.

For rates, availability 
and more information
call Teri, 413-381-7950

WANTED SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES SERVICES

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Make checks payable to Turley Publications 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  FRIDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

BUSINESS FOR SALE
BIOLINKS OF

NEW ENGLAND
Grease trap pumping business. 

Ninety customers, two pump trucks.

Call Les 413-297-1513

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.

Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

CHAMELEON 
PAINTING & REMODELING

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

Remodeling & 
Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured • Free Estimates

413-351-1147

(413) 687-5552

HOME IMPROVEMENT

All real estate advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status (number of 
children and or pregnancy), national 
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

Post your 
job openings 

in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS!

Call 
1-413-283-8393

CLASSIFIED 
DEADLINES
FRIDAY AT NOON

Advertise your 
HOME 

IMPROVEMENT
SERVICES 

in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS!
Call 413-283-8393

Find archives of this 
local newspaper at

www.newspapers.turley.com
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 CLUES ACROSS
  1. A place for worship
  7. Referee declaration
 10. Torsos
 12. Used to introduce 

something
 13. Healing method
 14. Takes to the sea
 15. Make law
 16. French coastal city
 17. Hawaiian dish
 18. Young of domestic 

cattle
 19. Women’s 

undergarments
 21. 60-minute intervals 

(abbr.)
 22. One after another
 27. It’s a hot topic 

these days
 28. Folk band frontman

 33. They precede C
 34. Heavenly
 36. Fiddler crabs
 37. Major Hindu deity
 38. Hebrew given 

name
 39. Cost per mile
 40. __ Romeo, car
 41. Rural municipality 

in Manitoba
 44. Narratives
 45. “A tragedy had __ 

him”
 48. Iranian city
 49. Praises publicly
 50. Founding Father 

Franklin
 51. Herbal teA

CLUES DOWN
  1. Indian unit of mass

  2. “Tears in Heaven” 
singer Clapton

  3. Part of a sailing 
vessel

  4. Part of (abbr.)
  5. Polynesian garland 

of flowers
  6. Keyboard key
  7. One who steals
  8. Large oven
  9. Former CIA
 10. Idea
 11. Solomon Islands 

capital
 12. Afrikaans
 14. Remove thatch
 17. Television network
 18. Jalen Brunson is 

one
 20. Title of respect
 23. Flowering trees

 24. Occurring in a tube
 25. Exists
 26. Woman (French)
 29. Expression of doubt
 30. NHL legend Bobby
 31. Accomplished
 32. Makes slightly wet
 35. National Assn. of 

Manufacturers
 36. Not sated
 38. Poe’s middle name
 40. Swiss river
 41. Rhythmic pattern in 

Indian music
 42. “Shane” actor Ladd
 43. Popular whodunit 

board game
 44. Bar bill
 45. Ballplayer’s tool
 46. Indicates near
 47. Feet per second

an
sw

er
s

THIS WEEK’S HOROSCOPES

NATIONALLY ADVERTISED MERCHANDISE FOR ALL MAKES & MODELSWESTFIELD
AUTO PARTS INC

AUTO PARTS 
& SUPPLIES

WHOLESALE   RETAIL

Dial 568-8944 or 568-1611  FAX # 568-1554

★ Complete Auto Machine Shop Service   ★ Engine Rebuilding Of All Kinds
★ Authorized Caterpillar Hydraulic Hose Dealer   ★ Hydraulic Hoses

Call “DALE”      8-12 BIRGE AVE., WESTFIELD

Now stocking 
Car Quest 

Filters made 
by WIX,

Amalie Oil,
Bailing Twine 

&
Tractor Parts

Fun By The 
Numbers
Like puzzles? 
Then you’ll love 
sudoku. This 
mind-bending 
puzzle will have 
you hooked from 
the moment you 
square off, so 
sharpen your 
pencil and put 
your sudoku 
savvy to the test!

ARIES
Mar 21/Apr 20
Aries, it is time to be on 
the lookout for fresh fi-
nancial opportunities. Set 
new goals for yourself, 
and put your finances at 
the top of your priority 
list.

TAURUS
Apr 21/May 21
Taurus, don’t bother at-
tracting people through 
false advertising. In-
stead, be authentic and 
you will find you garner 
much more attention and 
adoration. 
 
GEMINI
May 22/Jun 21
Gemini, the universe is 
trying to send you cues 
this week. But you will 
only receive these cues if 
you keep your eyes and 
ears open. Things may 
not be what they seem.

CANCER
Jun 22/Jul 22
Cancer, if you want oth-
ers to open up, you have 
to start the conversation 
by sharing something 
from your heart as well. 
Make an effort to be 
more open in the days 
ahead.  

LEO
Jul 23/Aug 23
Leo, this week you have 
the strength and motiva-
tion to accomplish your 
goals. You will sigh with 
relief when everything 
gets accomplished on 
time and in order.

VIRGO
Aug 24/Sept 22
You have a green light to 
spoil yourself this week, 
Virgo. It isn’t something 
you do often, so let loose 
a little bit and splurge on 
some luxuries.

LIBRA
Sept 23/Oct 23
Libra, a dear friend or 
relative could use your 
support right now. Offer 
a helping hand or even a 
shoulder to cry on so this 
special person knows 
you’re there to help.

SCORPIO
Oct 24/Nov 22
Make an effort to be a so-
cial butterfly in the week 
ahead, Scorpio. This will 
quench your thirst to be 
around others. Don’t be 
afraid to reconnect with 
old friends. 

SAGITTARIUS 
Nov 23/Dec 21
Sagittarius, this is a great 
week to establish a fi-
nancial strategy that fits 
into your lifestyle. If this 
involves revisiting your 
professional ambitions, 
then so be it. 

CAPRICORN
Dec 22/Jan 20
Don’t be afraid to shake 
things up a bit this week. 
You may not have time 
to mince words, so don’t 
hesitate to get to the 
point. Others will appre-
ciate your candor.

AQUARIUS
Jan 21/Feb 18
It is time to be your own 
teacher and become an 
expert in any subject you 
desire, Aquarius. Start 
doing your research and 
you may be surprised at 
the discoveries.

PISCES
Feb 19/Mar 20
Pisces, this week you 
might start seeing a 
platonic pal in a more 
amorous way. The affin-
ity you share may be the 
foundation for a great re-
lationship.

THE COMMONWEALTH 
OF MASSACHUSETTS

MASSACHUSETTS 
DEPARTMENT OF 

TRANSPORTATION
HIGHWAY DIVISION

NOTICE OF 
PUBLIC HEARING 
Project Description: 

BECKET
Bridge Replacement, 

B-03-045, Quarry Road Over 
Cushman Brook 

Project File No. 609069
A Live Virtual Design Pub-

lic Hearing will be hosted on 
the MassDOT website below to 
present the 25% design of the 
bridge replacement on Quarry 
Road over Cushman Brook.

WHEN: Thursday, October 1, 
2026, at 6:00PM

PURPOSE: The purpose of 
this hearing is to introduce the 
public to the proposed design for 
the Quarry Road bridge replace-
ment over Cushman Brook. 

All views and comments sub-
mitted in response to the hearing 
will be reviewed and considered 
to the maximum extent possible.

PROPOSAL: This project 
consists of replacing the exist-
ing Bridge (#B-03-045) which 
was built in 1939 on Quarry 
Road with a new bridge which 

includes both the superstructure 
and substructure. Widening the 
bridge and approach roadways 
in accordance with current stan-
dards and specifications are also 
included.  Utility poles will be 
temporarily relocated away from 
the bridge during construction 
and back to their final align-
ment along the bridge similar 
to what exists currently.  During 
construction, the bridge will be 
closed, and all traffic will be de-
toured, the closure is estimated 
to be 15 months.  

Project inquiries, written state-
ments and other exhibits regard-
ing the proposed undertaking 
may be submitted to Carrie E. 
Lavallee, P.E., Chief Engineer, 
via e-mail to MassDOTProject
Management@dot.state.ma.us  
or via US Mail to 10 Park Plaza, 
Boston, MA 02116, Attention: 
Project Management, Project 
File No. 609069, any statements 
and exhibits intended for inclu-
sion in the hearing transcript 
must be emailed or postmarked 
no later than ten (10) business 
days (14 calendar days) after the 
hearing is hosted. 

This hearing is accessible to 
people with disabilities. Mass-
DOT provides reasonable ac-
commodations and/or language 

assistance free of charge upon 
request (e.g interpreters in 
American Sign Language and 
languages other than English, 
live captioning, videos, assistive 
listening devices and alternate 
material formats), as available. 
For accommodation or language 
assistance, please contact Mass-
DOT’s Chief Diversity and Civil 
Rights Officer by phone (857-
368-8580), TTD/TTY at (857) 
266-0603, fax (857) 368-0602 
or by email (MassDOT.Civil-
Rights@dot.state.ma.us). Re-
quests should be made as soon as 
possible and prior to the hearing, 
and for more difficult to arrange 
services including sign-lan-
guage, CART or language trans-
lation or interpretation, requests 
should be made at least ten busi-
ness days before the hearing.

This hearing will be hosted, 
or a cancellation announcement 
posted, on the internet at on the 
internet at https://www.mass.
gov/orgs/highway-division/
events.

JONATHAN GULLIVER
HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATOR

CARRIE E. LAVALLEE
CHIEF ENGINEER

09/17, 09/24/2026

Town of Blandford
Conservation Commission

Legal Notice
At its regularly scheduled 

meeting on  Tuesday, Octo-
ber 13 2026 at 6:05 PM at the 
Blandford Town Hall, 1 Russell 
Stage Road, the Blandford Con-
servation Commission will con-
sider a Notice of Intent (NOI).  
The applicant is MassDOT Dis-
trict 1 and the proposed project 
is routine maintenance work for 
drainage structures located along 
Interstate 90 and Route 23. The 
Commission will make its deter-
mination in accordance with the 
provisions of the Wetlands Pro-
tection Act, M.G.L. c 131, Sec. 
40 (as amended).

Plans and additional informa-
tion are on record in the Office of 
the Conservation Commission.

Richard Gates, Chair
Town of Blandford Conserva-

tion Commission
09/24/2026

Town of Worthington
Notice of Public Hearing

In accordance with Chapter 
87 of the Massachusetts Gener-
al Law, a public hearing will be 
held at the Worthington Town 
Hall, 160 Huntington Road, 
Worthington on October 2nd, 

2026 at 6:30p.m. to consider 
the proposed removal of sixteen 
marked hazardous trees at the 
town park adjacent to the trans-
fer station.

Steven W. Strom
Worthington Tree Warden

09/24/2026

Goshen 
Conservation Commission

Legal Notice
The Goshen Conservation 

Commission will hold a public 
meeting under the provisions 
of the Wetlands Protection Act 
(M.G.L. Chapter 131 Section 
40) on October, 5, 2026 at 6:00 
PM at the Goshen Town Offices 
to review a Notice of Intent filed 
by Judith Walsh and Ned Wilson 
at 91 Aberdeen Road. The work 
to be reviewed is a Boathouse 
Replacement and Cabin Assess-
ment/resupport. 
09/24/2026

PUBLIC NOTICES

Public Notices
ARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3
Public notice deadlines are Friday at 3 p.m.
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Hilltown Hiking Adventures

Submitted photos
This is 1927 Hercules one lunger engine, which powers the 
gristmill.

Another view of the mill at the Bisbee Mill Museum.

Th e  W e s t e r n 
M a s s a c h u s e t t s 
Hilltown Hikers spent 

Sunday at the Bisbee Mill 
Museum, 66 East St. in 
Chesterfield to tour the one 
of a kind preserved grist mill 
and meet with Dan Bisbee.

The museum is on the 
National Registry of Historic 
Places. The mill is open to 
the public again on Oct. 11 
from 1-4 p.m.  

Bisbee Mill is a work-
ing 19th century gristmill 
and Bisbee will run the 1927 
Hercules one lunger engine, 
which will power the grist-
mill and grind corn right 
before their eyes.  

There are three floors of 
historical artifacts here cov-
ering Chesterfield’s indus-
trial and agricultural heri-
tage including a woodwork-
ing shop and a blacksmith 
shop...big displays where 
you walk in and time stands 
still.  

The Hilltown Hikers 
were extremely impressed 
to see pieces of Chesterfield 
white granite, which came 
from the white granite quar-
ry and was once owned 
by the Chester  Grani te 
Company and the gran-
ite finished at the Chester 

Granite Saw.  
The feel inside of the 

museum was impressive 
and three hours is barely 
enough time to see all of the 
artifacts. The hikers were 
impressed by the many sleds, 
carts and even the hearse cart 
complete with a coffin, yes a 
hearse. 

The Westfield Whip his-
tory even has a presence here 
as thousands of whip handles 
were crafted here.  The mas-
sive penstock still remains 
intact and can be seen in the 
cellar when water from the 
canal in the back of the mill 
was used to power this mill.

They also learned about 
the Bisbee family and all of 
the different industries that 
they were involved in here 
in Chesterfield including 
the manufacturing of broom 
handles, wagons, buggies, 
carts, wagon wheels, sleighs, 
coffins, farm tools and so 
much more.  

In the mid 1960s the 
operations here ended and 
the building became a lum-
ber warehouse. People may 
visit the Bisbee Mill, right 
here in their backyard, one 
of the most impressive piec-
es of hilltown history the 
Hilltown Hikers have seen.

Hilltown Hikers visit 
Bisbee Mill Muesum

By Wendy Long
Correspondent

Local historian John 
Garvey will present a talk 
in the Huntington Public 
Library, 24 Russell Road, 
on Saturday, May 30 at 1 
p.m. 

T i t l e d  “ L o s i n g 
Murrayfield: The Border 
C h a n g e s  T h a t  M a d e 
H u n t i n g t o n 
and Chester,” 
the talk will be 
about the some-
t imes contro-
versial border 
ch an ges  t ha t 
c r e a t e d  t h e 
towns of Chester 
and  Norwich 
a n d  t h e n 
H u n t i n g t o n . 
G a r v e y  s a i d 
that the orig-
inal town of Murrayfield 
encompassed all of what 
is today’s Huntington and 
Chester, plus about a quar-
ter of Middlefield and a 
sliver of Worthington.

The Book Club will 
meet to discuss April’s 
read “The Blue Hour” 
by Paula Hawkins on 

Thursday, May 7 at 4 
p.m. Readers will revisit 
the isolated island of Eris 
off the coast of Scotland, 
which contains one home, 
one inhabitant and is only 
accessible every 12 hours 
at low tide in this sus-
penseful mystery.  

The  Book  Club’s 
read for the month of 
May is “Before the Coffee 

G e t s  C o l d ” 
by Toshikazu 
K a w a g u c h i . 
Visi tors  to a 
Tokyo cafe are 
able to travel 
back to a time 
in their  l i fe , 
but must fol-
low three rules: 
they must sit in 
a specific, mag-
ical chair; they 
cannot change 

the present and they must 
return before their coffee 
gets cold. 

Original ly  wri t ten 
for the stage, the book is 
the first in a series and 
has been adapted for the 
screen. The club will meet 
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Local history talk 
by John Garvey

HUNTINGTON

By Mary Kronholm
Correspondent

Se lec t  Board  and 
Finance Committee mem-
bers held a joint informa-

tional meeting Tuesday, 
April 21 to review the bud-
get for the coming fiscal 
year.

The final result is a bal-
anced budget and a project-

ed surplus of $229,079.83. 
Expenditures total $5, 
521,663 with anticipated 
revenue at $5,925,742.83. 

SB and FinCom hold joint meeting

By Wendy Long
Correspondent

T h e  M u s i c  i n 
M o n t g o m e r y  p r o g r a m 
announced performers for 
the month of May. 

C o - h o s t e d  b y  t h e 
Montgomery Public Library 
and  the  Gray  Ca tb i rd 

Pottery Studio, Music in 
Montgomery takes place 
a t  M o n t g o m e r y  Tow n 
Hall, 161Main Road every 
Thursday starting at 3 p.m. 
Performing this month will 
be Ed Bentley and Friends, 
Kara  and Jerry  Noble , 
Helen  Arbour  and  Joe 
Nerney and Larry Southard.

S inger /gu i t a r i s t  Ed 
Bentley will open the month 
on Thursday, May 7, with 
some  mus ica l  f r i ends . 
Frequently seen performing 
with Jane Martin Pelletier 
and Ron Campagna, the 
trio are regular guests at the 
Daily Grind in Southwick 
and were also invited to 
perform at Ray Rays Cafe 
in Westfield on its closing 
night in January. People 
may stop in to hear a range 
of genres, including coun-
try, rock and folk music. 

H u s b a n d  a n d  w i f e 
team Kara (bass) and Jerry 
Noble (piano) will  per-
form on Thursday, May 
14. They are well-known 
throughout the region from 
this music series and reg-
ular visits to Armbrook 
Village in Westfield. They 
also donated two perfor-
mances last year for the 
Empty  Bowls  bene fi t s 
for the Food Pantry at the 
Pioneer Valley Assembly of 
God Church in Huntington 
and closed the Sevenars 
Summer Music Festival 
in Worthington last year. 
Jerry was part of a trio that 
opened this year’s Tuesday 
Morning Music Club at 
Trinity United Methodist 
Church in  Spr ingfie ld , 
which performed Mozart’s 
“Kege l s t a ff  Tr io”  and 

May Music in Montgomery 
performance calendar announced

MEETING, page 7

By Mary Kronholm
Correspondent

 The town lost  not 
only a slice of history, but 
a fire-fighting icon with the 
passing of Thomas Ackley 
last week. 

He served the town and 
its people on the volunteer 
fire department for over six 
decades of his 84 years. He 
knew the community, its 
people, its places and what 
was necessary for the health, 
safety and welfare of the 
town. It was his family.

Ackley also served the 
town as a member of the 
Select Board, representative 
to the Hilltown Community 
Ambulance Association and 
both highway and water 
departments. He wore many 
hats throughout his lifetime, 
as a logger, sawyer, truck 
driver and owner and oper-
ator of Tom Ackley Tractor 
Service.

To m  j o i n e d  t h e 
Blandford Volunteer Fire 
Department at the age of 15 
and stayed with it throughout 
the ensuing years. The Fire 
Department’s social media 
platform wrote, “His love 
and dedication to the town 
of Blandford will always be 
unmatched. His legacy will 
forever be etched in the his-

tory of the Hilltowns com-
munities.” 

Saturday morning, the 
Fire Department escorted 
the hearse from the Firtion-
Adams Funera l  Home, 
where visiting hours were on 
Friday, to the White Church 
for the Celebration of his 
life. Pastor Howard Noe of 
Russell officiated for a very 
easy and respectful service.

Tom’s youngest daugh-
ter, Melissa, spoke first and 
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“Keep calm and carry on.”   –  Winston Churchill“Keep calm and carry on.”   –  Winston Churchill

BETWEEN A ROCK 
AND A HARD PLACE
This Hilltown Hiker pretends 
to hold up Balance Rock with 
her canine companion in tow.
More on page 12.

Submitted photo

John Garvey

Inset, Nancy Ackley pinned Chief Thomas Ackley with a 50 years of Fire Service pin February in 2011. Above right, Derek Daudelin, who is both Russell Fire Chief and Blandford Lieutenant, led the escort, carrying Ackley’s Deputy Chief helmet.

Ed Bentley, seen here performing at Luthier’s in Easthampton, is up first on Thursday, May 7 for Music in Montgomery.
Submitted photo

Blandford remembers 
Fire Chief Thomas Ackley
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The whole grain flows from a chute into the grindstone. Flour ground at the grist mill are stored in cloth sacks.

This is another view of the grist mill set up.

This photo shows some of the other exhibits on display at the 
Bisbee Mill.

This is a view of the gristmill at the Bisbee Mill Museum in 
Chesterfield.


