
By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

The communi ty  of 
Cummington brought back 
Riverfest  on Saturday, 
Sept. 19. 

The festivities hap-
pened throughout Main 
Street in Cummington, 
which become a rural hub 
where art ,  history and 
ecology are celebrated. 
The event made its debut 

last year and was heavily 
inspired by being in close 
connection to the Westfield 
River. 

Organ ize r s  Maude 
Haak-Frendscho and Kate 
Eiseman agreed that creat-

ing Riverfest was all part 
of having “a celebration of 
place and community.” 

The event is  made 
possible thanks to sever-
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CUMMINGTON

By Wendy Long
Correspondent

T h e  H u n t i n g t o n 
Library Trustees voted 
to approve a five-year 
strategic plan compiled 
and prepared by Library 
Director Amanda Loiselle, 
in collaboration with the 
Trustees. 

The plan was approved 
with no changes at the 
August 19 Trustees meet-
ing. The Strategic Plan 
forecasts library needs and 
direction for 2027 through 
2032.  I t  includes the 
library’s history and mis-
sion, a brief history of the 
town, a community profile 
and describes the planning 
process. 

Five goals are out-
lined: to maintain an inclu-
sive library, to strength-
en town connections, to 
reimagine space for all 
generations, to expand 
access and impact, and to 
promote cultural engage-
ment and collaboration.

T h e  a p p e n d i c e s 
include the community 
survey and data collection 
methods used to inform the 
plan.

The report concludes 
with a SOAR Summary, 
which came out of a com-
munity focus group facil-

itated by Michelle Eberle, 
a Massachusetts Library 
System Consultant. 

The summary outlines 
the strengths, opportuni-
ties, aspirations and results 
that were identified during 
that focus group. Identified 
strengths included the 
staff, technology support, a 
diverse collection, the cre-
ative use of space, resourc-
es, the new website and the 
Artist of the Month series. 

Opportunities included 
community outreach, con-
necting people with shared 
experiences, outdoor space 
(the pollinator garden, 
seating), collaboration 
with schools, non-profits 
and the town’s recreation 
programs, increased dona-
tions to the Friends of the 
Huntington Public Library 
and advocacy through sto-
rytelling.

Identified aspirations 
were to improve salaries, 
benefits and the workspace 
for staff; have an accessible 
community meeting space; 
serve as the cultural hub 
of the community, offer an 
outdoor gathering space 
with a path to the town’s 
playground, focus on read-
ing and knowledge, and 
offer a makerspace. 

Library trustees approves 
five year strategic planBy Mary Kronholm

Correspondent

S e l e c t  B o a r d  m e t 
Monday, Sept. 14 with repre-
sentatives of NextEra Energy 
for the second time this 
summer to request approv-
al of proposed conservation 
restrictions on their solar 
field property on Otis Stage 
Road. 

The property is on the 
Blandford/Otis town line 
and cannot be seen from the 
road. There has never been 
any public access to the 
property.

Springfield Water and 
Sewer Commission will 
hold and benefit from the 
Conservation Restriction, 
conserving approximately 
50 acres of Miller Swamp, 
which abuts other conserved 
land.

The CR is required by 
the Mass Department of 
Environmental Protection 
storm water mitigation and 
will permanently protect a 
wetlands area. 

According to NextEra 
the “overall benefits” include 
storm water and flood plain 
protection, water quality and 
supply, wetlands, habitat and 
biodiversity protection as 
well as open space protec-
tion.

Conserva t ion  Chai r 
Richard Gates told the 
board that commission had 

not seen the area since 2019 
and asked for a tour of the 
property. NextEra Energy 
Genera l  Manager  Joe l 
Walker agreed to a tour. 

The board approved the 
request. 

Halloween party
Board member Corinne 

Shartrand announced a 
Halloween Party set for 
Saturday, Oct.  31 from 
1-2:30 p.m. at the Town Hall 
gym. The event includes 
music, games, a costume 
party and she said she would 
ask the Fire Department to 
join in. She is looking for 
volunteers  and judges . 
Contact her or the Select 
Board to do so.

Town Administrator 
report

Town Administrator 
Cristina Ferrera told the 
board contracts for the Post 
Office chimney repair and 
the roof repair at the Town 
Hall have been submit-
ted, waiting for scheduling. 
Highway Superintendent 
Ray Hultay is on track. She 
expressed thanks to all who 
joined in to help search for 
the missing person.

Board  member  Ted 
Cousineau asked if  the 
shrubs at the kitchen window 
could be cut back as they 
block the sunlight. 

Other business
C e m e t e r y 

Select Board approve Conservation Restriction
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By Wendy Long
Correspondent

Dr. William 
Sullivan, Principal 
o f  G a t e w a y 
Regional School, 
announced h is 
resignation in an 
email to families, 
students and staff 
on Tuesday, Sept. 
8, and to the gen-
eral public at the Wednesday, 
Sept.  9 meeting of the 
Gateway Regional School 
Committee. 

Sul l ivan is  leaving 
to accept the position of 
Curriculum Coordinator 
a t  Bay  Pa th  Regiona l 
Vocational Technical High 
School in Charlton. His 
last day at Gateway will be 
Friday, Sept. 25.

S u l l i v a n  c a m e  t o 
Gateway Regional School 
as an assistant principal in 
July 2022 and was named 
principal in January 2024. 
He holds a Bachelor’s degree 
in history/psychology from 
Rivier University and a 
Master’s degree in second-
ary education and social 
studies from Plymouth State 
University. 

He also earned a sec-
ond Master’s degree in cur-
riculum and teaching from 

Fitchburg State 
University and 
has an Ed. D. 
in Educational 
L e a d e r s h i p 
f r o m  L i b e r t y 
U n i v e r s i t y . 
Before coming 
to Gateway, he 
t augh t  e igh th 
g r a d e  s o c i a l 
s t u d i e s  a t 
Williams Middle 

School in Longmeadow.
“I  have  abso lu te ly 

loved my time at Gateway,” 
Sullivan emphasized in a 
recent interview. “As my 
very young family begins to 
get older, I want to be home 
to see them. I feel like this 
is a great next opportunity 
for me to grow as an instruc-
tional leader and work with 
teachers to improve out-
comes for students.”

Sullivan said that his 
work with staff and students 
to reimagine the high school 
experience, with funding 
and guidance from the Barr 
Foundation, was a highlight 
of his work at Gateway. “We 
had to confront some things 
that we weren’t doing well,” 
Sullivan said. “We had the 
ability to reflect on where 
we needed to grow and the 
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Turley Publications photos by Mary Kronholm
Highway Department employee Ryan Keach works on repair 
maintenance for the sidewalk that runs from Main Street (Route 
23) to the Town Hall on Russell Stage Road. The walkway has 
been in need of repair.

Principal Sullivan 
to leave Gateway
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Artists Sergei Isupov (left) and Kadri Parnamets created the ceramic sculpture “Miss Comet” that was featured during the 
Cummington community event Riverfest. 

Dr. William Sullivan

Riverfest returns to Main Street
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Hilltown Hiking Adventures

Submitted photos
This is 1927 Hercules one lunger engine, which powers the 
gristmill.

Another view of the mill at the Bisbee Mill Museum.

Th e  W e s t e r n 
M a s s a c h u s e t t s 
Hilltown Hikers spent 

Sunday at the Bisbee Mill 
Museum, 66 East St. in 
Chesterfield to tour the one 
of a kind preserved grist mill 
and meet with Dan Bisbee.

The museum is on the 
National Registry of Historic 
Places. The mill is open to 
the public again on Oct. 11 
from 1-4 p.m.  

Bisbee Mill is a work-
ing 19th century gristmill 
and Bisbee will run the 1927 
Hercules one lunger engine, 
which will power the grist-
mill and grind corn right 
before their eyes.  

There are three floors of 
historical artifacts here cov-
ering Chesterfield’s indus-
trial and agricultural heri-
tage including a woodwork-
ing shop and a blacksmith 
shop...big displays where 
you walk in and time stands 
still.  

The Hilltown Hikers 
were extremely impressed 
to see pieces of Chesterfield 
white granite, which came 
from the white granite quar-
ry and was once owned 
by the Chester  Grani te 
Company and the gran-
ite finished at the Chester 

Granite Saw.  
The feel inside of the 

museum was impressive 
and three hours is barely 
enough time to see all of the 
artifacts. The hikers were 
impressed by the many sleds, 
carts and even the hearse cart 
complete with a coffin, yes a 
hearse. 

The Westfield Whip his-
tory even has a presence here 
as thousands of whip handles 
were crafted here.  The mas-
sive penstock still remains 
intact and can be seen in the 
cellar when water from the 
canal in the back of the mill 
was used to power this mill.

They also learned about 
the Bisbee family and all of 
the different industries that 
they were involved in here 
in Chesterfield including 
the manufacturing of broom 
handles, wagons, buggies, 
carts, wagon wheels, sleighs, 
coffins, farm tools and so 
much more.  

In the mid 1960s the 
operations here ended and 
the building became a lum-
ber warehouse. People may 
visit the Bisbee Mill, right 
here in their backyard, one 
of the most impressive piec-
es of hilltown history the 
Hilltown Hikers have seen.

Hilltown Hikers visit 
Bisbee Mill Muesum

By Wendy Long
Correspondent

Local historian John 
Garvey will present a talk 
in the Huntington Public 
Library, 24 Russell Road, 
on Saturday, May 30 at 1 
p.m. 

T i t l e d  “ L o s i n g 
Murrayfield: The Border 
C h a n g e s  T h a t  M a d e 
H u n t i n g t o n 
and Chester,” 
the talk will be 
about the some-
t imes contro-
versial border 
ch an ges  t ha t 
c r e a t e d  t h e 
towns of Chester 
and  Norwich 
a n d  t h e n 
H u n t i n g t o n . 
G a r v e y  s a i d 
that the orig-
inal town of Murrayfield 
encompassed all of what 
is today’s Huntington and 
Chester, plus about a quar-
ter of Middlefield and a 
sliver of Worthington.

The Book Club will 
meet to discuss April’s 
read “The Blue Hour” 
by Paula Hawkins on 

Thursday, May 7 at 4 
p.m. Readers will revisit 
the isolated island of Eris 
off the coast of Scotland, 
which contains one home, 
one inhabitant and is only 
accessible every 12 hours 
at low tide in this sus-
penseful mystery.  

The  Book  Club’s 
read for the month of 
May is “Before the Coffee 

G e t s  C o l d ” 
by Toshikazu 
K a w a g u c h i . 
Visi tors  to a 
Tokyo cafe are 
able to travel 
back to a time 
in their  l i fe , 
but must fol-
low three rules: 
they must sit in 
a specific, mag-
ical chair; they 
cannot change 

the present and they must 
return before their coffee 
gets cold. 

Original ly  wri t ten 
for the stage, the book is 
the first in a series and 
has been adapted for the 
screen. The club will meet 
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Local history talk 
by John Garvey

HUNTINGTON

By Mary Kronholm
Correspondent

Se lec t  Board  and 
Finance Committee mem-
bers held a joint informa-

tional meeting Tuesday, 
April 21 to review the bud-
get for the coming fiscal 
year.

The final result is a bal-
anced budget and a project-

ed surplus of $229,079.83. 
Expenditures total $5, 
521,663 with anticipated 
revenue at $5,925,742.83. 

SB and FinCom hold joint meeting

By Wendy Long
Correspondent

T h e  M u s i c  i n 
M o n t g o m e r y  p r o g r a m 
announced performers for 
the month of May. 

C o - h o s t e d  b y  t h e 
Montgomery Public Library 
and  the  Gray  Ca tb i rd 

Pottery Studio, Music in 
Montgomery takes place 
a t  M o n t g o m e r y  Tow n 
Hall, 161Main Road every 
Thursday starting at 3 p.m. 
Performing this month will 
be Ed Bentley and Friends, 
Kara  and Jerry  Noble , 
Helen  Arbour  and  Joe 
Nerney and Larry Southard.

S inger /gu i t a r i s t  Ed 
Bentley will open the month 
on Thursday, May 7, with 
some  mus ica l  f r i ends . 
Frequently seen performing 
with Jane Martin Pelletier 
and Ron Campagna, the 
trio are regular guests at the 
Daily Grind in Southwick 
and were also invited to 
perform at Ray Rays Cafe 
in Westfield on its closing 
night in January. People 
may stop in to hear a range 
of genres, including coun-
try, rock and folk music. 

H u s b a n d  a n d  w i f e 
team Kara (bass) and Jerry 
Noble (piano) will  per-
form on Thursday, May 
14. They are well-known 
throughout the region from 
this music series and reg-
ular visits to Armbrook 
Village in Westfield. They 
also donated two perfor-
mances last year for the 
Empty  Bowls  bene fi t s 
for the Food Pantry at the 
Pioneer Valley Assembly of 
God Church in Huntington 
and closed the Sevenars 
Summer Music Festival 
in Worthington last year. 
Jerry was part of a trio that 
opened this year’s Tuesday 
Morning Music Club at 
Trinity United Methodist 
Church in  Spr ingfie ld , 
which performed Mozart’s 
“Kege l s t a ff  Tr io”  and 

May Music in Montgomery 
performance calendar announced
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By Mary Kronholm
Correspondent

 The town lost  not 
only a slice of history, but 
a fire-fighting icon with the 
passing of Thomas Ackley 
last week. 

He served the town and 
its people on the volunteer 
fire department for over six 
decades of his 84 years. He 
knew the community, its 
people, its places and what 
was necessary for the health, 
safety and welfare of the 
town. It was his family.

Ackley also served the 
town as a member of the 
Select Board, representative 
to the Hilltown Community 
Ambulance Association and 
both highway and water 
departments. He wore many 
hats throughout his lifetime, 
as a logger, sawyer, truck 
driver and owner and oper-
ator of Tom Ackley Tractor 
Service.

To m  j o i n e d  t h e 
Blandford Volunteer Fire 
Department at the age of 15 
and stayed with it throughout 
the ensuing years. The Fire 
Department’s social media 
platform wrote, “His love 
and dedication to the town 
of Blandford will always be 
unmatched. His legacy will 
forever be etched in the his-

tory of the Hilltowns com-
munities.” 

Saturday morning, the 
Fire Department escorted 
the hearse from the Firtion-
Adams Funera l  Home, 
where visiting hours were on 
Friday, to the White Church 
for the Celebration of his 
life. Pastor Howard Noe of 
Russell officiated for a very 
easy and respectful service.

Tom’s youngest daugh-
ter, Melissa, spoke first and 
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BETWEEN A ROCK 
AND A HARD PLACE
This Hilltown Hiker pretends 
to hold up Balance Rock with 
her canine companion in tow.
More on page 12.

Submitted photo

John Garvey

Inset, Nancy Ackley pinned Chief Thomas Ackley with a 50 years of Fire Service pin February in 2011. Above right, Derek Daudelin, who is both Russell Fire Chief and Blandford Lieutenant, led the escort, carrying Ackley’s Deputy Chief helmet.

Ed Bentley, seen here performing at Luthier’s in Easthampton, is up first on Thursday, May 7 for Music in Montgomery.
Submitted photo

Blandford remembers 
Fire Chief Thomas Ackley
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The Country Journal will be directly 
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two consecutive weeks!

  Advertising Deadlines:  
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The whole grain flows from a chute into the grindstone. Flour ground at the grist mill are stored in cloth sacks.

This is another view of the grist mill set up.

This photo shows some of the other exhibits on display at the 
Bisbee Mill.

This is a view of the gristmill at the Bisbee Mill Museum in 
Chesterfield.




