
By Wendy Long
Correspondent

A 44-star American flag 
dating back to the 1890’s 
has been donated by Sherry 
(Kenyon) Henry to the 
Chester History Museum, 
located at 221 Route 20 in 
Chester. 

The museum, which is 
run by the Chester Historical 
Society, will be open from 
11 a.m.-3 p.m. every Sunday 
through September, giv-
ing the public a chance to 
view this item, which is 
laid out on the second floor. 
According to John Hultman, 
President of the Chester 

Historical Society, the flag 
measures 15 feet by 24 
feet and went into effect in 
July 1890 when Wyoming 
became the 44th state to join 
the union. 

It was only used until 
July 1896,  when Utah 
became the 45th state. This 
flag, in fact all American 
flags, contains 13 stripes, 
which represent the original 
13 colonies of America.

Henry found the flag 
in a crate in the attic of the 
Kenyon family home, locat-
ed two houses up from 
Chester’s Historic Jail. The 
Keefe family lived in that 
house in the 1890s. It is not 

known which family was the 
original owner of the flag.

After Sept. 28, the flag 
will be folded and moved 
into a clear display case 
and remain in the museum. 
There is much to see in the 
Chester History Museum, 
including memorabilia from 
the Chester High School 
Blue Devils, historic maps 
and photos, information on 
emory and the granite min-
ing in Chester and military 
and veterans’ items from 
World War I forward. 

Earlier businesses are 
also honored, with signs 
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Historical Museum displays flag
CHESTER

By Mary Kronholm
Correspondent

Fire Chief Adam Dolby 
prepared a fact sheet for res-
idents regarding the Battery 
Energy Storage System 
proposed by Mission Clean 
Energy at the Monday, Aug. 
11 presentation. 

Concerning the status 
of the project, which is in 
the early review phase, no 
construction yet, Dolby con-
sidered potential community 
impacts.

Possible benefits, pend-
ing confirmation, would 
include possible Payment in 
Lieu of Taxes  income for 
the town, construction jobs 
and some ongoing opera-
tions staff. There would pos-
sibly be training and equip-
ment funding for the Fire 
Department and the energy 
grid improvement increase 
local reliability.

Potential Risks will be 
evaluated include fire or 
overheating in battery units, 
called thermal runaway; gas 
release during a fire vent-
ed by container design and 
emergency response com-

BFD 
comments
on BESS

By Mary Kronholm
Correspondent

At the Monday, Aug. 18 
Select Board meeting, the 
board approved a temporary 
liquor license for Skyline 
Brewery for the beer gar-
den at the Blandford Fair for 
Saturday, Aug. 30; Sunday, 
Aug. 31 and Monday, Sept. 1.

Resignation and more
The board acknowl-

edged Brian Nemorowski’s 
resignation as auxiliary 

member of the Planning 
Board.

Goddard Consult ing 
will serve as a third party to 
review the Huntington Road 
solar proposal.  Mission 
Clean Energy’s Emma Riley 
would like a second meet-
ing and it was suggested that 
Springfield Water and Sewer 
Commission be included.

Town Administrator
The board reviewed 

and approved goals for 
Town Administrator Cristina 

Ferrera which include engag-
ing with residents on issues, 
support Open Meeting Laws 
and reinforce its importance 
during meetings; assist-
ing departments and boards 
with staff support with job 
descriptions etc,; ensure high 
priority issues are on board 
agendas with sufficient infor-
mation; support progress on 
the Battery Energy Storage 
System projects; discuss with 
the board town wide mainte-
nance.

As far as any finance 

responsibili t ies,  Ferrera 
will provide support for all 
departments to navigate the 
town’s financial processes 
and support the fiscal year 
2027 budget process in col-
laboration with the Finance 
Committee and all depart-
ments. The goals will be 
reviewed in six months. 

Upgrades to gym
The board approved 

spending up to $20,000 for 
upgrades in the gym and they 
are looking for a quote for 

acoustic improvements.

Highway Superintendent
Highway Superintendent 

Ray Hultay reported that the 
Russell Stage Road proj-
ect has been approved for 
Chapter 90 funding to fix 
about 1,200 feet of road. He 
told the board about pro-
posed capital expenditures 
for highway which included 
a new grader, a water trail-
er for dirt roads, a dirt roller 
and an “over the guard rail-
ing mower.”

Energy Committee
T h e  b o a r d  a l s o 

approved member Jackie 
Coury’s proposal for an 
Energy Committee to con-
sist of one member from 
the Fire Department, Board 
of Health, Conservation 
Commission, Zoning, Water, 
the Select Board and one 
or two residents. The com-
mittee will have a budget to 
cover legal fees of at least 
$200,000. Funding source 
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This mural welcomes visitors to the Cummington Fair. See more photos on page 8.	 Turley Publications photos by Deborah Daniels

This very large historic flag is on display at the Chester History Museum, 221 Route 20, Chester on 
Sundays through the end of September. Photo by John Hultman, Chester Historical Society president
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ALSO A COMPLETE 
LINE OF GOURMET 
CAKES & DESSERTS

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN LEG 1/4 40 LB. BOX ...

$1699
ea

USDA INSP.  IQF FROZEN

COOKED SHRIMP
21/25 COUNT 2 LB BAG ..............

USDA INSP. SMOKED HILLSHIRE FARM

POLSKA KIELBASA 13 OZ or 14 OZ ea
$388

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION PRICES IN  RED

ARE AT OR BELOW
 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

$399
lb

USDA INSP. SLICED IN OUR DELI
HORMEL VIRGINIA HAM ...........

SALE DATES: 8/28/25-9/3/25 • CLOSED: 9/1/25

GREAT ON THE GRILL

$2760
case

USDA INSP. KAYEM OLD TYME
NATURAL CASING 
HOT DOGS 2 1/2 LB BOX ............

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS
CENTER CUT 
PORK LOINS CUT FREE ...............
USDA INSP. FRESH
COUNTRYSTYLE PORK RIBS 

$189
lb

ea

lb
$267

USDA INSP. STOREMADE 
BBQ SWEET MARINATED

BEEF BLADE STEAKS ........

USDA INSP. FROZEN
ST. LOUIS PORK RIBS ........

$292
lb

$999

USDA INSP. STOREMADE
ALL VARIETIES

ITALIAN SAUSAGE ..............
USDA INSP. STOREMADE BONELESS
CAROLINA GOLD MARINATED

CHICKEN THIGHS ................

$277
lb

$369
lb

$699
lb

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN

PORTERHOUSE 
or T-BONE STEAKS

$999
lb

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

BEEF STRIPLOIN
$669

lb

CUT
FREE

WHOLE 
OR HALF

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

BEEF TOP ROUND
LONDON BROIL

$699
lb

USDA INSP. 
STORE MADE FROZEN

HAMBURGER PATTIES
80% LEAN

4 OZ
$1569

ea

3 OZ
20 CT BOX

$1999
ea

USDA INSP. FRESH 
BONELESS & SKINLESS
CHICKEN BREAST 10 LB BAG .........$255

lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN SARA LEE

COOKIES & CREAM 
CHEESECAKE 
FRENCH STYLE WHIPPED 24 OZ ea

$599

51 Locust St. 
Suite 3
Northampton
MA 01060
413-614-1112
Primary Care Practice, Chronic Care Management, 

Telehealth Visits, and Immunizations

SAME DAY VISITS AVAILABLE

DOT EXAMS

Happy Birthday to my son 
William (Billy) Baker

(8/31/1986 – 7/17/2004)

Happy Birthday Billy. Another year, another birthday. 
This one is a very special one for you. 

This year, Dad and Kenny are with you to celebrate. 
To sing to you, to hold you, and to laugh with you. 

How happy you all will be together again. 
Down here, we will be singing your birthday songs 
to you, and sadly smile because we miss you, Billy.

P.S. Tell Dad and Kenny that we love them too.
Love, Mom

Hilltown Hiking Adventures

Cybill perches atop the Massachusetts, 
Connecticut New York Tri-State Bounty in Mount 
Washington State Forest.

The southerly tri-state boundary was originally a granite post. Tom takes 
a look. This is the Massachusetts Connecticut state line.	 Submitted photos

Did you know there are 
sixty tri-state points 
in the United States?  

Thirty five are on land 
and 26 are on water. In the 
last few weeks, the Hilltown 
Hikers have hiked to both the 
Northern and Southern State 
borders of Massachusetts. 
Boundary Posts have been 
used since 1616 as far as we 
could tell.  

The earliest reference to 
a boundary stone in Greek 
literature is in the Iliad, 
which describes the goddess 
Athena using one as a pro-
jectile. It’s a great adventure 
finding these boundaries and 
some make it a point to get to 
as many as possible boasting 
“I have been to all the state 
points.”

There are several other 
types of named border mark-
ers, known as boundary trees, 

pillars, monuments, obelisks 
and corners. Many borders 
were drawn along invisible 
lines of latitude/longitude, 
which created a need to mark 
these borders on the ground, 
as accurately as possible. 

Markers are part  of 
boundary law in the United 
States, both in the original 
colonial states and those 
added later during westward 
expansion,  known as the 
Public Land Survey System. 
Man-made boundary mark-
ers or monuments, are con-
sidered to be second-highest 
in the Order of Evidence in 
boundary law in the United 
States, behind only natural 
markers such as boulders and 
rivers.  

We read in many of the 
old History books of Western 
Massachusetts that bound-
aries or place markers were 

often trees or stone walls.  
The trees really didn’t hold 
up. Modern day boundary 
stones you may find are usu-
ally made of concrete but the 
oldest ones were made of 
stone like granite.  

In Mount Washington 
State Forest Tom Hoffman 
noticed the original tri-state 
marker was made of gran-
ite, it still lies there but was 
replaced by a newer concrete 
marker. He also found a tri-
angulation station, which is a 
fixed surveying station used 
in surveys.

On the Taconic Range 
both  Nor th  and South 
“Surveyors faced difficul-
ties in establishing a straight 
line due to the rugged ter-
rain of the Taconic range, 
which required them to nav-
igate through heavily wood-
ed areas. The boundary was 

surveyed multiple times with 
the first significant attempt 
occurring in 1719. However, 
it was it until 1897 that a 
comprehensive survey was 
conducted.”  

Some boundary posts 
are easy to get to being locat-
ed near a trail, some abso-
lutely not. Some require 
a good bushwhack over 

steep terrain like the one 
in the Northern Corner of 
Massachusetts, Vermont and 
New York giving Greg and 
Valerie a good goat climb 
off trail traveling over one 
thousand feet of elevation to 
reach that goal.  

I can tell you all, my 
experience as a boundary 
stone walker for the town 

of Chester was an adven-
ture following both GPS 
and a compass to find all 
the boundary points in town 
hiking through swamps and 
up mountains following in 
the steps, who have done it 
before and marked that date 
it was done on those stones 
going back to the early 
Hilltown days. 

Hilltown Hikers trek to border point

Valerie is at the New York Vermont Massachusetts 
Tri-State Boundary off trail in Williamstown.

Valerie stands next to the Massachusetts 
Connecticut State Boundary in Mount Washington 
State Forest. 

EARLY
DEADLINES

In observance of LABOR DAY, 
there will be an

EARLY AD DEADLINE
To advertise, 

place your ad no later than NOON

Thursday, August 28
– Thank you!

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each adver-
tiser is requested to 
check their advertise-
ment the first time it 
appears. This paper 
will not be responsi-
ble for more than one 
corrected insertion, nor 
will be liable for any er-
ror in an advertisement 
to a greater extent than 
the cost of the space 
occupied by the item 
in the advertisement.



Country Journal  •  Thursday, August 28, 2025	 page 3

By Wendy Long
Correspondent

HUNTINGTON – The 
Grey Catbird Gift Shop, pre-
viously run by pottery stu-
dio owner Dale Rogers, has 
changed owners and loca-
tions but kept its name. 

Located right next door 
to the pottery studio on Main 
Street in Huntington, the gift 
shop is now located in the 
former Gino’s Pizza place.

Now owned and operat-
ed by Sherri Church and her 
husband, the gift shop has 
a bit more space in its new 
digs. When she opened on 
July 16, 2025, her inventory 
represented 66 artisans. With 
a larger space, she is now up 
to 77. 

C h u r c h  h a d  p r ev i -
ously lived and worked on 
Martha’s Vineyard, man-
aging her daughter’s shop 
“Driftwood.” That shop 
closed during Covid and 
did not reopen, although the 
family kept the shop fixtures, 
such as display cases. After 
selling their home and mov-
ing to the area to be closer 
to her son and grandchil-
dren, the first person Sherri 
met was Dale Rogers-owner 
of the pottery studio/gift 
shop. Church took some of 
Rogers’ pottery classes and, 
as Rogers expanded her stu-
dio space, Church decided 
to buy the gift shop business 
and open up next door. 

The inventory includes 
a range of items from the 
unique to the sublime: bar-
rettes made from silver 
spoons, wooden bowls, jew-
elry, pottery, greeting cards, 
natural cosmetics, bags, 
hats, sweaters, afghans, toys, 
books, and walking sticks/
canes among them. It con-
tains intricately carved lan-
terns made from balsa wood 
using a laser cutter. The front 
window has a display of 
hand carved native American 
flutes. This winter, Church 
expects to add holiday gift 
wrap to her inventory.

The connection between 
the studio and gift shop 
remains strong. Jewelry 
maker Linda Briggs hunts 
gems in the wild and does 
the lapidary work herself. 
She is also selling her pine 
needle baskets in the shop, 
while also teaching a work-
shop in the technique at the 
studio. 

Church herself will be 

teaching a workshop at the 
studio in shadow box mak-
ing, with samples for pur-
chase in the shop. Church 
also creates wampum: using 
quahog clam shells, Church 
crafts earrings, necklaces 
and other items using the 
vibrant, purple pattern inside 
the shell. She explained that 
when the quahog shell is 
opened, both halves contain 
a mirror image in their pur-
ple pattern and match per-
fectly for paired jewelry like 
earrings. 

“It feels like an arts dis-
trict, especially when Crazy 
Arepas is set up in the court-
yard,” Church said. Crazy 
Arepas is a food truck serv-
ing Spanish/American food. 
As we’re in the height of fair 
season, they are less avail-
able at the Huntington site, 
but are highly visible when 
they are able to be there.

The Gray Catbird Gift 
Shop is closed Mondays and 
Tuesdays and open the rest 
of the week from 10 a.m. to 
5 p.m. It is a great place to 
find a special gift or treat 
yourself.

Gray Catbird Gift 
Shop has new 
owner and location

By Wendy Long
Correspondent

HUNTINGTON –  The 
Gray Catbird pottery stu-
dio has undergone sever-
al changes in the past six 
months. 

Owned and operated by 
Dale Rogers, the original 
space at 22 Main St., housed 
both a studio and a gift shop, 
with items for sale from pot-
tery students and local art-
ists. Earlier this year, Rogers 
sold off the Gray Catbird 
Gift Shop, now housed next 
door to the studio and reas-
signed the space for her 
growing series of arts work-
shops. 

The studio offers six 
pottery classes a week with 
Rogers teaching four classes 
on slab, coil and pinch tech-
niques, hand building, and 
wheel throwing to aspiring 
potters. Master Potter Linda 
Siska teaches the other two 
classes on wheel throwing, 
but it is preferred that stu-
dents have some experience 
before joining that class. 

Six-week pottery class-
es with either instructor are 
offered for $275, covering 
materials and instruction. 
The pottery classes are cur-
rently full, but people can 
call Alicia Hackerson at 

413-210-3746, email her at 
aliciahackerson@gmail.com 
to get on the wait list or sign 
up for any of the workshops 
below. 

R o g e r s  h a s  a l s o 
arranged a series of work-
shops in other arts. Joanie 
Ryan is offering Exploring 
Drawing workshops on 
Monday evenings from 
5:30-7:30 p.m., starting 
Monday, Sept. 8. Students 
can take two classes for $75 
or four classes for $130. 
Mondays, Sept. 8 and Sept. 
15 will focus on techniques 
with charcoal; composing 
pictures and still-life. The 
Monday, Sept. 22 class will 
be pen and ink techniques 
and the Monday, Sept. 29 
class will be on figurative 
drawing, including drapery, 
gesture and movement.

A single workshop on 
Late Summer Floral Design 
will be offered on Saturday, 
Sept. 13 from 2:30-4:30 
p.m. Mary Cantler and 
Lydia King will teach basic 
principles of flower arrang-
ing and students will cre-
ate their own big beautiful 
bouquet. This class costs 
$60 and fresh flowers will 
be provided from Mary and 
Lydia’s gardens and busi-
ness “Gardens at Old House 
Road.”

Linda Briggs returns in 
September and November 
to offer two-week classes 
in Pine Needle Basketry. 
The series on Sept. 20 and 
27 are already full but the 
other two-week session will 
be offered Nov. 15 and 22 
from 2:30 - 4:30 p.m. For 
$100, students will use 12 - 
18” long pine needles from 
the Carolinas to coil needles 
into a basket using a simple 
stitch. Materials will be pro-
vided.

The new owner of the 
Gray Catbird Gift Shop, 
next door to the studio,  
Sherri Church is offering 
a single class workshop on 
Tuesdays, Oct. 7 or Oct. 21 
on creating shadow boxes. 
Priced at $55 per class, stu-
dents will use sea glass, 
shells, beach stones, drift-
wood, tiny starfish, 1 piece 
of wampum and sand to cre-
ate their own unique picture 
within an 8” X 8” shadow 
box. Cost is $55 per class.

F i n a l l y ,  D e n i s e 
Beaulieu will offer a Fused 
Glass Art workshop on dif-
ferent Saturdays from 2:30-
4:30 p.m. There is one seat 
left for the Saturday, Oct. 18 
wind chimes class. Future 
workshops will be offered 
on Saturdays, Nov. 8 and 
Dec. 6 and these will focus 

on seasonal projects. Each 
class is $65 and all materials 
are provided. 

“It’s just a whole range 
of wonderful offerings,” 
Rogers said. 

Divesting herself of 
the gift shop also leaves 
Rogers time for her latest 
project, “Empty Bowls/” 
After learning that the local 
Food Pantry, located at the 
Pioneer Valley Assembly of 
God Church in Huntington, 
had lost half of its annu-
al funding, Rogers set out 
to organize a fundraiser 
to help. Modeled after an 
“Empty Bowls” program 
she took part in while a 
pottery student at Holyoke 
Community College, Rogers 
set herself a goal of creat-
ing 200 bowls by the end of 
September. Siska is assisting 
in this effort and a team of 
volunteers is glazing unique 
designs onto each bowl. 
Along with several com-
munity partners including 
Moltenbrey’s Market, the 
Mennonite Youth Group and 
area musicians four events 
will take place on Saturdays 
in October rotating across 
several towns. From 3-6 
p.m., community members 
can purchase a finished bowl 
for a suggested price of $25. 
As a thank you, each bowl 
will be filled with a choice 
of soup with a roll provided. 
Area musicians will donate 
their time to entertain par-
ticipants. 

“This is a whole com-
munity outreach effort to 
take care of those who are 
struggling among us,” she 
said. “We’re so divided. This 
is a way to come together 
for good.”

Four gallons of soup for 
each weekend are being gen-
erously provided by Darryl 
FIsk at Moltenbrey’s mar-
ket at a very low cost. If 
other patrons can donate and 
offset that bit of overhead, 
all of the proceeds, which 
would gross $5,000,can go 
to the Food Pantry. People 
may email Dale Rogers at 
graycatbirdpottery@gmail.
com if they can help or 
would like additional infor-
mation. More information 
will be out in September on 
the Empty Bowls events. 

Gray Catbird pottery studio expands

Artist and new owner of the Gray Catbird Gift Shop in Huntington, 
Sherri Church, here with one of her shadowboxes. Church will 
be teaching a class on creating shadow boxes in the upcoming 
workshop series planned for the Gray Catbird Studio next door.

HUNTINGTON

HUNTINGTON –  The 
Huntington Counci l  on 
Aging will be hosting their 
annual Grandparents’ Day 
Celebration on Saturday, 
Sept. 6 from 1-4 p.m. on 

the Town Common, 24-26 
Russell Road.  

The event will feature 
two bounce houses, one for 
toddlers and one for older 
children,, craft activities, 

ice cream and snacks. The 
event is free and open to all 
ages from all communities. 
For more information, peo-
ple may call Crystal Wright-
Partyka at 413-685-5283. 

COA to host Grandparent’s Day

Greene Masonry

Specializing in
Walls, Patios, Walkways and more!

Interested in a consultation, 
please give us a call at (508) 320-5258 

or email dgtree818@gmail.com

For All Your Stonework 
and Masonry Needs

Serving the Hilltowns

This pine needle basket created by Linda Briggs includes a center 
gem that she found and prepared. Briggs will teach a class in 
making these baskets at the studio next door.

Turley photos by Wendy Long

Bowls crafted by Grey Catbird Pottery Studio teachers Dale Rogers and Linda Siska are waiting 
to be glazed by a team of volunteers helping to prepare for an upcoming fundraiser to benefit the 
Food Pantry at the Pioneer 
Valley Assembly of God 
Church. Submitted photo
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Dear Rusty: 
I’m ready to apply for 

my Social Security bene-
fits, and I’m aware of how 
my benefits are calculated. 
What I would like to know 
about is how the applica-
tion process actually works 
and how my benefits are 
received. 

Signed: Ready to Collect 
 

Dear Ready to Collect: 
Essentially, you have 

two main options for apply-
ing for Social Security ben-
efits, and also two separate 
options for receiving your 
payments:  

To apply for bene-
fits, you can either contact 
Social Security at 1-800-
772-1213 to make a tele-
phone appointment to 
complete your application 
while speaking to an SSA 
representative on the phone 
or you can submit your 
application for SS benefits 
online.  

When using the tele-
phone option, you will be 
guided by an SSA agent 
while completing your 
application and can dis-
cuss your benefit options 
directly with that agent, 
just be sure to be available 
to receive SSA’s call at the 
scheduled time. You can 

also make an appointment 
by calling your local SS 
field office directly get the 
number for your local SS 
office at this link: www.ssa.
gov/locator. It is not usu-
ally necessary to visit your 
local SSA office in person 
to apply.  

If you are reasonably 
proficient with comput-
ers, you can, instead, apply 
online, but you will first 
need to create your person-
al SSA account online at 
www.ssa.gov/myaccount. 
Once you have your per-
sonal account set up, you 
will be able to see your 
estimated benefit amount 
at different claim ages, 
which should help you 
decide when it is best to 
apply. Here is a short video 
which explains the process 
for applying for benefits 
online: https://www.ssa.
gov/hlp/video/iclaim_r01.
htm.  

If applying online, 
you can start your online 
application at www.ssa.gov/
apply and re-access it mul-
tiple times as needed until 
you are ready to submit it; 
just be sure to write down 
the “reentry code,” which 

GUEST COLUMN

The mornings have 
been a little 
cooler this 

last week or so. 
I must admit 
that after the 
s u m m e r  w e 
had, the respite 
from the heat is 
a welcome relief.  

W i t h  t h e 
unofficial end of 
summer just a few 
short days away, folks 
are starting to think about 
winterizing their pools, get-
ting their boats in storage, 
closing up their cottages and 
the like.  There are a number 
of things that we gardeners 
can do now to ease winter’s 
blow and set the stage for a 
successful garden next year! 

Here is a replay of a 
timely column that lays it all 
out there.

Order spring flowering 
bulbs now. I ordered mine 
just last week! 

For the widest array of 
tulips, daffodils, crocus and 
the like, consider making 
your selection from a mail 
order company. Most have 
great web sites, offering pho-
tos of pretty much everything 
they sell.  our bulbs will 
arrive in early October – the 
perfect time for planting!  

We get them into the 
soil prior to the ground freez-
ing so that they will have a 
chance to send out roots, per-
fect little anchors for winter 

h e a v e /
thaw cycles. Once spring 
comes it is all about flower-
ing. Yippee – a welcome sign 
that brighter days lie ahead!

Cure squash and pump-
kins well prior to storage. 
Give your cucurbits a couple 
of weeks in the sun up off of 
the ground before you bring 
them indoors. This will hard-
en the vegetable’s skin and 
improve its longevity.  

I f  temperatures dip 
below 50 degrees at night 
consistently, find a dry, sunny 
spot inside to complete their 
curing, otherwise chilling 
injury may occur. It’s also 
important to remove them 
from the garden if bugs or 
disease threaten.  

In my garden I am vigi-
lantly squishing the gray col-
ored squash bugs that like to 
accumulate under the fruit. 
Once curing is complete, 
store squash and pumpkins 
where there is good air cir-
culation and where tempera-
tures stay around fifty to 
sixty degrees, with relative 

humidity between fifty and 
seventy percent.  

U n d e r  t h e s e 
c o n d i t i o n s 
most will last 
eight to twelve 

w e e k s 
depending 
on variety.  

D i g  u p 
tender plants. Did 
you buy rosemary, 
bay tree, lemon ver-

bena, French lavender 
or scented geraniums this 
spring? Unfortunately, not 
one of these favored herbs is 
winter hardy in our area.  

I usually get them out of 
the ground once frost threat-
ens, and will bring them 
inside overnight and back 
outside during the day for a 
few weeks until it gets too 
cold.  From that point most 
of them will thrive in a bright 
but cool room of the house.  

Don’t be surprised if 
the lemon verbena loses its 
leaves soon after you pot it 
up or that the French lav-
ender doesn’t look all that 
zippy during the winter –both 
are normal responses. New 
leaves will sprout and luster 
will return come March.  

Instead of digging ten-
der plants up, some folks 
prefer to take tip cuttings. 
During the rooting process, 
mist a few times a day to pre-
vent wilting. You will have 
especially good luck root-

Gardening tasks best accomplished now
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SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters

Great egret

A Brimfield resident 
reported he visit-
ed Lake Wallace in 

Belchertown with a friend 
last week and saw a great 
egret. 

They also saw a great 
blue heron, at least three 
green herons, a few Phoebes 
and an Eastern kingbird. 
There were also several 
ducks, mallards and wood 
ducks. The two male wood 
ducks were in eclipse plum-
age. 

The great egret is slight-
ly smaller than the great blue 
heron, but they are still large 
birds with an impressive 
wingspan. They hunt in the 
classic heron way standing 
immobile or wading through 
water to capture fish with 
their bill. At one point, egrets 
were hunted to near extinc-
tion for their feathers for hat 
decoration. The great egret 
is the symbol of the National 
Audubon Society. 

Rivalry among nestlings 

is common and the larger 
chicks frequently kill their 
smaller siblings. The great 
egret is white with a yellow 
bill and black legs. During 
breeding, a patch of skin on 

its face turns neon green and 
long plumes grow from its 
back called aigrettes. These 
aigrettes were prized for 
ladies hats. 

Great egrets fly slow-
ly, but powerfully with just 
two wingbeats per second 
at a speed of about 25 miles 
per hour. The oldest known 
Great Egret was 22 years, 10 
months old and was banded 
in Ohio.

Eagle sighting
A New Braintree resi-

dent and a friend went bass 

in my

By Ellenor Downer

How do I apply for 
Social Security and 
receive my payments? 

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by
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GUEST COLUMN

Knowledge is power.  
E d u c a t i o n  i s  t h e 

basis of democratic gov-
ernance. My home town 
of Blandford demonstrat-
ed that a few years ago, 
when it defeated the state’s 
attempt to make it a model 
of industrial wind turbine 
development. When con-
fronted with an attempt to 
pressure the town to pass 
a by-law enabling such a 
development, townspeople 
thoughtfully opted for a 
six week period of study 
to enable them to carefully 
consider the potential dan-
gers to health, public safe-
ty and the resultant degra-
dation of quality of life in 
the town with its inevitable 
negative effect on property 
values. as well.  

When a vote was taken 
after the six week study 
period, the proposal met 
with overwhelming defeat.  

The people spoke.
Blandford is current-

ly confronted with the 
decision of whether or not 
to allocate funds for its 
defense against Eversource, 
Battery Energy Storage 
System installations and 
other solar installations. 
A Special Town Meeting 
is tentatively scheduled 
for Sept. 22 with several 
non-binding questions to 
feel the town’s pulse on this 
issue.  

An organized group 
of citizens to study these 
issues prior to such a meet-
ing would be very much in 
keeping with Blandford’s 
respect for the power of 
knowledge, as well as the 
enhancement of citizen par-
ticipation that is the hall-
mark of our democratic 
society.

Jane Pinsley 
Blandford

Study by citizen group 
encourages citizen input

SECURITY, page 5
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OPINION

News, photo publication policy
As a community newspaper our focus has always been local news. While we 

try very hard to run upcoming events as a public service whenever space allows, 
space does not allow us to run an upcoming event repeatedly. Our policy is to 
limit publication of upcoming events to one article in advance of the event and, 
space permitting, a second brief reminder article the week prior to an event, and 
to run those articles in only one section of the paper, and not in multiple sections 
simultaneously.

All such public service announcements and photos are subject to space 
limitations and deadlines, therefore publication cannot be guaranteed. Whenever 
copy for the week exceeds allotted space, news copy will take priority, and public 
service copy is the first area to be cut. We also reserve the right to edit for style and 
space, and are under no obligation to print lists of sponsorships, or articles that arrive 
after deadline, unless time and space allows. 

Deadline is Friday at NOON.

fishing on Brooks Pond in 
North Brookfield in a canoe 
recently. Half way out on the 
pond, they started to hear the 
seagull like calls of an eagle. 
As they rounded a little pen-
insula on the left side up in 
the top of a broken pine was 
a large eagle’s nest. 

The broken pine made a 
perfect platform for them to 
build a nest. They then saw 
the two mature adult pair 
with their white heads on a 
stump near the water. Up in 
the pine near the nest were 
two juvenile eagles, all dark 
brown. They weren’t flying, 
but just squeaking for food. 

They actually looked 
quite big for baby eagles. His 
friend said it was because 
they still had their fluffy 
feathers and developing new 
feathers. 

They fished nearby and 
watched them hop around. 
They seemed unbothered 
by them being about 60 feet 
from the shore of the pen-
insula. Eventually the two 

adult eagles flew off prob-
ably in search of a meal for 
there big babies. So neat 
to be able to see eagles 
fa i r ly  common now in 
Massachusetts.

Male cardinal
I received this email, “I 

was just was walking the dog 
after dark and my flashlight 
came upon this guy (male 
cardinal). I have seen him 
every night since. We just 
stare at each other for a few 
seconds and say good night.”

Loon census
The Loon Preservation 

Committee reported on 
Saturday, July 19 from 8-9 
a.m., 566 volunteers simul-
taneously surveyed 135 
lakes across New Hampshire 
for loons. Together, they 
counted 541 adult loons 
and 109 loon chicks during 
the census hour. The New 
Hampshire loon census 
is part of a larger regional 
effort. While N.H. partic-

ipants were out surveying 
for loons on their lakes, 
hundreds of volunteers in 
Maine, Vermont, and New 
York were doing the same. 
This simultaneous survey 
of so many lakes helps cre-
ate a “snapshot in time” of 
not just the loon population 
here in New Hampshire, but 
across the Northeast.

Helping birds
A reader from South 

Hadley suggested I include 
a section about ways to help 
birds. She even provided 
several tips for future col-
umns. Some people also 
continue to put out suet  and 
that is so dangerous.  It gets 
rancid in the heat and that’s 
bad for birds. Perhaps even 
worse, it gets their feet and 
chest feathers greasy and 
when the preen, they spread 
the grease all over their bod-
ies. This interferes with a 
bird’s natural waterproofing 
and can also cause their nest-
ling to be covered in grease. 

Sandhill cranes
An Oakham resident 

saw two sandhill cranes in 
Barre on Aug. 14 in a field 
across from the Listening 
Center. Sandhill cranes also 
visit his field in Oakham as 
well. 

Warren birds
The Brimfield resident 

said, “In Warren this week 
there are still adult ospreys 
about, on two visits I saw 
and adult on or near the nest. 
I have not seen a juvenile out 
of the nest so am not sure 
if any young fledged this 
year. I saw one chick in the 
nest earlier this summer and 
there is an eBird report from 
July with a picture of a fully 
grown chick in the nest with 
an adult. It’s unknown if the 
chick fledged successful-
ly?” In Warren at the pond 
on New Reed Street the 
past several years I had seen 
Great Egrets there in August 
but none have been seen 
there this year.

Cedar waxwings 
The Brimfield resi-

dent in referring to recent 
mention in this column 
about  cedar  waxwings, 
said a large part of their 
diet is fruit based. He read 
an article that stated that 
because their diet is most-
ly fruit based that if a wax-
wing nest is parasitized by 
a brown-headed cowbird the 
cowbird chick is not likely 
to survive because it can’t 
survive on the fruit based 
diet.

I visited the section of 
Ware River recently where 
my daughter has seen ceder 
waxwings and I was not 
disappointed. I stood and 
watched them fly over the 
water and into nearby trees. 
They moved so quickly I 
was unsuccessful in watch-
ing them through binoculars. 

Bird bath
The Brimfield resident 

reports the bird bath in his 
yard is getting lots of use, 

especially by catbirds and 
blue jays. Goldfinch show 
up and drink from the drip 
as well as black-capped 
chickadees, chipping spar-
rows and house finches.

Four juvenile raccoons 
are regular visitors to the 
bird bath. He has a trail 
camera near the bird bath 
and it captures lots of pic-
tures of the raccoons in the 
bird bath. Not sure what 
they are doing, it doesn’t 
look like they are drinking 
and sometime the stones in 
the bath are moved around. 
A couple of times he’s seen 
a pickerel frog in the bird 
bath.

People may report a 
bird sighting or bird relat-
ed experience by calling me 
at 413-967-3505, leaving a 
message at extension 100, 
emailing mybackyard88@
aol.com or edowner@tur-
ley.com or mailing to Barre 
Gazette,  P.O. Box 448, 
Barre, MA 01005.
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CHURCH 
DIRECTORY

Pioneer Valley 
Assembly of God
Pastor Javier Melendez
63 Old Chester Rd., 
Huntington MA 01050
413 667-3196
pvaglife@gmail.com
www.pioneervalleyag.org
Facebook: Pioneer Valley 
Assembly of God
Sunday service: 10:30 a.m.

Hilltown Community Church
Rev. Dr. Robert Perreault
55 Main St., Russell, MA 01071
413.275.3232
Office: 413.862.3341
hilltownchurch3341@gmail.com
Sunday Mornings 10 a.m.

First Congregational Church of Williamsburg
4 North Main St., Williamsburg, MA
(413)268-7557 • burgychurch@gmail.com
burgychurch.org
Facebook: First Congregational Church of Williamsburg 
YouTube Channel: www.youtube.com/channel/UCdyH1EA-fduamqHYeekxw5w
Office Hours: Tuesdays through Friday 9 a.m. - noon
Days and Hours of Services: Sundays at 10 a.m.

Holy Family Parish
Rev. Ronald F. Sadlowski, known as Fr. Ron
5 Main St., Russell, MA 01071
413-862-4418
Office Hours: No set times. Please call, leave a voice message or email
holyfamilyrussell.org • parish@holyfamilyrussell.org
Saturday Vigil: 5 p.m.
Sunday Masses: 8:15 a.m. & 11 a.m.

Your
Church

Community

ing scented geraniums – it 
should take just about a 
month.  

Take cutt ings now, 
before the plant starts prep-
ping for winter (yes, plants 
do, too!), and you’ll have 
better luck.

Plant some autumnal 
color. Mums and kale are 
at their peak at local garden 
centers now.  Choose a plant 
that is healthy, free of brown 
leaves and with a root ball 
that fills the pot and isn’t 
sunken away.  

Use these plants to 
fill in places in the border 
where annuals have gone by, 
or, fill a container or two for 
a quick burst of fall at your 
front door. Die-hard garden-
ers have no problem staving 
off the onset of winter with 
a last minute plant installa-
tion.  

Be sure to cover with 
a sheet if frost threatens, to 
prevent the flowers from 
being nipped.  With care-
ful watering and some good 
luck, the mums may even 

return to the garden next 
season –just as we intend to! 

R o b e r t a  M c Q u a i d 
g r a d u a t e d  f ro m  t h e 
Stockbridge School  of 
Agriculture at the University 
of Massachusetts. For 32 
years she has held the posi-
tion of staff horticulturist 
at Old Sturbridge Village. 
She enjoys growing food 
as well as flowers. Have a 
question for her? Email it to 
pouimette@turley.com with 
“Gardening Question” in 
the subject line. 
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is provided when you begin 
your online application. 

When you are ready to 
submit the application, just 
select “Submit” and your 
application will be sent to 
SSA’s application process-
ing unit for review. They will 
contact you if there are any 
questions about your appli-
cation or if any additional 
documentation is needed. 
Note that it typically takes 
a couple of months for your 
payments to start and note 
that payment is made in the 
month following the month 
earned. For example, if you 
begin your benefits in August 
your first payment will be 
received in September on 
either the seccond, third or 
fourtth Wednesday of each 
month thereafter, depending 
on your birthday.  

For  receiv ing your 
monthly SS payments: you 
will (on you application) be 
able to specify how you wish 
your monthly payments to be 
made. The preferred option 
used by most beneficiaries is 
to have your monthly Social 
Security payment depos-
ited into a financial (e.g., 
bank) account, details for 
which you will specify when 
applying. However, you can 
also choose to receive your 
monthly payments in the 
form of a debit card called 
“Direct Express,” which will 
be replenished monthly. If 
you choose to have your pay-
ment deposited in your bank 
account, be sure to have your 
bank account information 
ready when you apply. Note 
that Social Security no longer 
issues payments via printed 

checks except in rare circum-
stances.  

The Association Mature 
Citizens Foundation and its 
staff are not affiliated with 
or endorsed by the Social 
Security Administration or 
any other governmental enti-
ty. This article is intended for 
information purposes and 
does not represent legal or 
financial guidance. It pres-
ents the opinions and inter-
pretations of the Association 
Mature Citizens Foundation’s 
staff, trained and accredit-
ed by the National Social 
Security Association  To sub-
mit a question, visit amac-
foundation.org/programs/
social-security-advisory 
or email us at ssadvisor@
amacfoundation.org. Russell 
Gloor is a Social Security 
advisor for AMAC. 
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HILLTOWNS

T h e  M a s s a c h u s e t t s 
D e p a r t m e n t  o f 
Transportation announces it 
will be performing overnight 
and daytime line painting, 
shoulder work and bridge 
repair work on I-90 east-
bound and westbound in the 
towns of West Stockbridge, 
Stockbridge, Lee, Becket, 
Blandford, Montgomery and 
Russell. 

All  work is  weath-
er  dependent .  In  West 
S t o c k b r i d g e  a n d 
Stockbridge, line painting 
and shoulder work will be 
conducted on I-90 eastbound 
and westbound from mile 
marker 0.0 to mile mark-
er 7.8 nightly now through 
Thursday night, Aug. 28 

from 7 p.m.-5:30 a.m. the 
following morning.

In Lee, bridge repair 
work will be conducted on 
I-90 eastbound at mile mark-
er 9.4 now through Thursday 
night, Aug.28 from 7 p.m.-
5:30 a.m. the following 
morning.

In Becket, bridge repair 
work will be conducted on 
I-90 eastbound and west-
bound at mile marker 18.4 
nightly from now, through 
Thursday night, Aug. 28 
from 7 p.m.-5:30 a.m. the 
following morning.

In Blandford, bridge 
repair work will be con-
ducted on I-90 eastbound 
and westbound at  mile 
marker 26.2 nightly now 

through Thursday night, 
Aug. 28 from 7 p.m.-5:30 
a.m. the following morn-
ing. In  Montgomery and 
Russell, bridge repairs will 
be conducted on I-90 west-
bound from mile marker 35.9 
to mile marker 36.5 now 
through Thursday morning, 
Aug. 28 from 6 a.m.-noon.

All work will be com-
plete, and all contractors will 
be off the road on Friday, 
Aug. 29 by 5 a.m. ahead of 
the Labor Day weekend. 
Appropriate signage and 
law enforcement details will 
be in place to guide driv-
ers through the work area. 
Drivers traveling through the 
area should expect delays, 
reduce speed, and use cau-

tion. All scheduled work is 
weather dependent and sub-
ject to change without notice.

For more information on 
traffic conditions, travelers 
are encouraged to: Download 
the Mass511 mobile app or 
visit www.mass511.com to 
view live cameras, travel 
times, real time traffic con-
ditions, and project informa-
tion before setting out on the 
road. Users can subscribe to 
receive text and email alerts 
for traffic conditions. Dial 
511 and select a route to hear 
real time conditions. 

Fo l low @MassDOT 
on X, formerly known as 
Twitter, to receive regular 
updates on road and traffic 
conditions.

MassDOT announces I-90 roadwork
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BLANDFORD
Cultural Council 
now seeking
applications

B L A N D F O R D  – 
Applications for cultural 
programming, which direct-
ly benefits the citizens of 
Blandford and neighboring 
Hilltown communities may be 
submitted now. 

The deadline for all 
on-l ine submissions is 
Thursday, Oct. 16. According 
to Cultural Council Chair 
Sue Racine, programming 
includes concerts, plays, art 
shows, library programs and 
classes in the community 
and in-school and field trip 
cultural programming for 
the students at the Gateway 
Regional Schools.

Application forms for 
the 2026 round of grants and 
detailed information about 
completing submissions is 
available by visiting the Mass. 
Cultural Council website at 
massculturalcouncil.org/. 
Information is also avail-
able by emailing Blandford’s 
Cultural Council at blandford-
culturalcoucil@gmail.com.

The MCC awards $7.5 
million to 329 local councils, 
representing every city and 
town in the state.

BLANDFORD – The 
156th Blandford Fair is 
this  weekend,  Fr iday, 
Aug. 29; Saturday, Aug. 
30; Sunday, Aug. 31 and 
Monday, Sept. 1.

Premium books are 
available at the Blandford 
Country Store and also 
online at theblandfordfair.
com.

The Demolition Derby 
will be both Friday, Aug. 
29 and Saturday Aug. 30 
at 6 p.m. The Horse Show 
is scheduled for Sunday, 
Aug. 31 and Monday, 
Sept. 1. 

Throughout the fair 
there will be many fami-
ly events that will include 

corn husking, a frozen 
T-shirt challenge, bale 

tossing, nail driving and 
more. A complete list of 
all family events is on the 
Fair’s website by visiting 
theblandfordfair.com.

Adult admission is 
$12, seniors and veter-
ans $8 and children12 
and under are free. Fair 
President Matt Ripley with 
Vice President Greg Girard 
and many volunteers have 
been working all summer 
too prepare the grounds, 
renovate the Agricultural 
Hall and worked on con-
structing a new pavilion 
for performances. The 
weather looks promising.

Blandford Fair takes place this holiday weekend

B L A N D F O R D  – 
Breakfas te r  a t tendees 
enjoyed a blueberry French 
toast with surprise dollops 
of cream cheese at the 
Council on Aging’s  regular 
fourth Friday on Aug. 22.

Joann Martin’s muf-
fins, her distinctive cre-
ations, were also blue-

berry, but combined with 
cranberries, cherries and 
nuts. Fresh sections of can-
taloupe complimented the 
breakfast.

COA Director Margit 
Mikuski announced that 
the flu clinic is scheduled 
for Friday, Oct. 10. Details 
will be forthcoming.

Council on Aging breakfast features blueberries

FIVE ISLANDS
Georgetown, Maine
2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom

Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

• Walk to Five Islands Wharf and 
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
• Close to Reid State Park

$1200/week
207-607-9333

f rom Wildca t  Spr ings , 
Charlie’s Garage, Brookside 
Lodge, Rest-A-While rooms 
and Chester Bank. There 
is also an antique print-
ing press and other miscel-
laneous items including a 
box containing literacy tests 
that were once required for 
voters. An article passed in 
1857 required Massachusetts 
voters to prove they were 
able to read a section of the 
U.S. Constitution and show 
that they could also sign 
their names. While this law 
is still on the books, it was 
overridden by the Federal 

Voting Rights Act of 1965, 
which prohibited the practice 
of literacy tests. 

Upcoming fundraisers 
for the museum include a 
Cemetery Tour on Saturday, 
Oct. 25 at 2 p.m. in the Pine 
Hill Cemetery. Attendees 
will visit the historic graves 
in the older section of the 
cemetery. The rain date 
will be Sunday, Oct. 26 at 
the same time. Their annu-
al Snowflake Craft Show 
fundraiser is also coming 
up and will be held the first 
Saturday in November – 
Nov. 1 at Chester Town Hall, 

15 Middlefield Road.
Dedicated to the preser-

vation of Chester’s heritage 
and historical buildings, the 
Chester Historical Society 
meets on the first Saturday 
of the month at the Old Jail 
on Route 20, from 9-11 a.m. 
More information is on the 
Society’s website by visiting 
www.chestermass.com. 

Anyone wishing to visit 
the Chester History Museum 
after Sunday, Sept. 28 may 
arrange an appointment by 
emailing HistoricalSociety@
chestermass.com. 
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will be determined.
This committee will 

focus on the three ener-
gy  p ro jec t s  p roposed : 
Eversource  Expans ion , 
Solar Field Builds in town 
and Battery Energy Storage 
System. Chair Cara Letendre 
said she would put togeth-

er information on how the 
monthly department meet-
ings should be conducted.

Bicentennial Park
In a discussion about 

Bicentennial Park, George 
Reichert reminded the board 
that he had provided infor-
mation about a hose, fer-

tilizer etc. earlier this year. 
The landscaper increased 
his work at the park to twice 
a month for an additional 
$600. According to Reichert, 
there needs to be a plan for 
the care of plants and bulbs 
and watering the azaleas, a 
routine maintenance.

SELECT BOARD	 from page 1

This Black Locust tree on the Queler property on North Street, in Blandford fell sometime 
Tuesday night or Wednesday morning, Aug. 19 or 20. Wind was 9 to 12 miles per hour. Liz 
Queler said, “It’s sad.” Turley Publications photo by Mary Kronholm

TREE FALLS ON NORTH STREET IN BLANDFORD

This exhibit of jams and jellies shows ribbon winners at the 2024 Blandford Fair.	 File photo

Getting ready to serve breakfast Friday, August 22 are Judith MacKinnon, left  and Susan Racine

Shown from left are Lorrie Bean, Fred Benda, George Forish and Bob Twyman at breakfast; Lorraine 
Bean back to camera.

Mary Mangini, Paul and Pam Dirschka and Wanda Deitner feast on blueberry French toast.
Turley Publications Photos by Mary Kronholm
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This donkey known as “Mr. Ed” was part of the petting zoo at the Littleville Fair held in 
Chester Aug. 1 to Aug. 3. Turley Publications photo by Deborah Daniels

DONKEY KEEPS AN EYE ON THE FAIR GROUNDS

CHESTER –  S to ry 
and Fun Time is held every 
Thursday at 11a.m.at the 
Hamilton Memorial Library, 
195 West Main St. 

This is a great oppor-
t u n i t y  f o r  l i t t l e  o n e s 
to socialize,  learn new 
skills and have some fun                                                                                                                     
On Saturday, Sept. 13 at 6 
p.m. the library hosts New 
England UFOs: We wel-
come television celebrity and 
author, Ronnie LaBlanc from 
the Discovery Channel’s 
show, Expedition Bigfoot, 
the show Paranormal Caught 
on Camera and New England 
UFOs at the Chester Town 
Hall,15 Middlefield Road.  
LaBlanc’s enthusiasm and 
personal experiences cre-
ate an interesting evening 
that will leave people look-
ing towards the sky. People 
should RSVP by calling 413-

354-7808.
The Book Club meets 

the third Wednesday of 
each month at 4:30 p.m. 
On Wednesday, Sept. 17, 
they will be discussing the 
novel, “Mrs. Quinn’s Rise 
to Fame” by Olivia Ford. 
This story follows an older 
woman, who decides to do 
something for herself. She 
wins a spot on a TV baking 
show which catapults her 
into the spotlight and impacts 
her marriage of fifty-nine 
years. There will be snacks 
and lively discussion. Extra 
book copies are available.                                                                                                   
On Thursday, Sept. 18 at 11 
a.m. Intrinsic Movement-
Let’s Play, Learn and Dance 
with special guest, Laurel 
Lenski will take place during 
the regular Story and Fun 
Time. Lenski always gets 
the fun going with her conta-

gious enthusiasm and energy. 
This program is perfect for 
younger patrons.  

On Saturday, Oct. 4 at 
10:30 a.m. Kay Judge of 
Blue Skye Wellness with 
hold a broom making pro-
gram. She will help people 
create their own small broom 
using natural broom corn 
and hemp cord while teach-
ing about about the history 
of broom making in Western 
Massachusetts. Materials will 
be provided. Pre-registration 
is required and the program 
is limited to the first ten par-
ticipants to sign up. People 
should RSVP by calling 413-
354-7808.

The Great Inflatable 
Race happens on Saturday 
Oct. 25. People may get their 
inflatable costume ready for 
some fun. More details will 
follow. 

Library lists upcoming events
CHESTER
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Feeding Hills, Mass. � “Everything you’d grow if you had forty acres.”
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THE HARVEST IS IN!
FRESH-PICKED VEGETABLES FROM OUR FARM

CORN - YELLOW, WHITE, AND BUTTER & SUGAR
TOMATOES  ❘  PEPPERS  ❘  BEANS

EGGPLANT  ❘  ONIONS  ❘  WINTER SQUASH
BOBBY’S FAMOUS MUMS

Stand open daily through mid-October

SUPPORT
COMMUNITY
BUSINESSES

PROPANE GAS
PLUMBING • HEATING

(413) 268-8360
TOLL FREE 1-800-464-2053

Family Owned & Operated
3 Berkshire Trail West (Route 9), P.O. Box 102, Goshen, MA 01032

www.georgepropane.com

George
PROPANE INC.

ARCHITECT
JEFFREY SCOTT PENN

77 Worthington Road, Huntington, MA 01050
Tel. 413-531-1868
Fax. 413-667-3082

Email: jspsed@verizon.net

new construction, renovation,
historic preservation

DOWN TO EARTH
EXCAVATING

413+667+ 5269

Highly Regarded Professionals: Complete Site Work,
Septic Development and Repairs. Fully insured.

INC

DOWN TO EARTH
EXCAVATING INC

Paul & Randy LaPointe, Owners Huntington, Mass.

Rev. Down to Earth ad #2:Davis  10/30/12  8:44 AM  Page 1

• Tune Ups
• Installations

• Oil Tanks

Huntington, Massachusetts

Office 413.667.0245
Cell 413.530.7037

jeffsoilburnerservice@hotmail.com

FEED • PET SUPPLIES • CLOTHING • COAL 
WOOD PELLETS • WILD & CAGED BIRDSEED
 POOL SUPPLIES •  MOTOR OILS • FENCING
LAWN & GARDEN SUPPLIES • FERTILIZER

GATEWAY FARM & PET

59 RUSSELL ROAD, HUNTINGTON, MA 01050

1-413-667-2279
TARA GRENIER •  PAUL GRENIER

M-F 8am-5pm
Sat. 8am-4pm

BUSINESS 
DIRECTORY

46 Pitcher Street Donald Washburn
Montgomery, MA 01085   862-3301

Kirke R. Henshaw, Inc.
Water Well Drilling, Water Pump Sales & Service

800-232-4725 • Fax 413-296-4565
Charles R. Henshaw

130 Cummington Rd., W. Chesterfield, MA • 413-296-4725

Water
Testing

•
Water System

Repairs

System
Evaluations

•
Hydrofracture

to Increase Flow

Paul’s
Plumbing & Heating

238-0303
PAUL GRAHAM
Mass. License 23299

FULLY LICENSED & INSURED 
Huntington, MA • 413-667-3149

dalesstructuralandcarpentry.com

Dale’s
Home Improvement • Additions • Restorations • Repairs

Sagging Floors - Beams - Columns
Sill Timbers - Termite Damage

Foundation Repairs - Piers & Footings 
Chimney Rebuilds

Structural 
& Carpentry

Post 
& Beam 
Repairs

Contact 
Wendy Delcamp

TO ADVERTISE AT
413-283-8393

or email:
wdelcamp@turley.com

plexity in rural terrain.
While the developer 

states that the fire suppres-
sion strategy is “let it burn” 
under control to prevent 
energy buildup, containers 
vent gases upward and are 
built to contain chemical 
exposure ongoing operations 
will involve minimal traffic 
and low water use.

The Fire Department 

is reviewing fire and safety 
design as more information 
is released; requesting train-
ing, gear, access planning, 
and response coordination.

The Fire Department is 
not a position for or against 
the project at this stage and 
the department will continue 
to update the community as 
information becomes avail-
able.

Dolby said, in his state-
ment, “This is a new type of 
facility for Blandford, and 
it’s normal to have questions. 
We encourage respectful 
discussion and fact-based 
engagement.”

For any questions about 
fire safety, contact the Fire 
Department at 413-848-4279 
ext. 600 and leave a mes-
sage.

BESS	 from page 1

GOSHEN

G O S H E N  –  T h e 
Council on Aging will hold 
a luncheon on Tuesday, 
Sept. 9 at 11:30 a.m. at the 
Williamsburg Snack Bar, 
109 Main St. Haydenville.

This month for lunch 
they wil l  meet  a t  the 
Williamsburg Snack Bar 
and please note earlier time. 
Those attending will order 
off their extensive menu and 
enjoy some time together in 
this local restaurant. People 
should call Kerry at 413-
268-9354 by Tuesday, Sept. 
2 to let her know they are 
coming.

A painting class with 
Lena Garcia will run nine 
weeks starting Thursday, 
Sept. 18. The COA is excit-
ed to have Lena back to 
teach an acrylic painting 
class. 

Participants will work 
on developing traditional 
painting methods including 
color mixing/theory, value, 
line, shape, and “seeing” 
what they are painting. 
Students will complete two 
to three paintings during 
class time, working at their 
own speed and comfort 
level. 

No experience is nec-
essary. All materials and 
supplies will be provided 
and Garcia is a skilled and 
gentle teacher. People may 
sign up with Lena by visit-
ing www.lenagarcia.com or, 
if they do not have access 
to a computer, they may 
call Kerry at 413-268-9354 
and she will help them sign 
up. Class size is limited so 

reserve a spot now.
On Wednesday, Sept. 

3 Crafts Group meets this 
month in the Goshen Public 
Library, 42 Main St. People 
may bring their own craft 
project to work on in com-
munity with others. The 
group has  a lot of talent, 
who love to share ideas. If 
they have an idea for a craft 
or art project they’d like to 
try, let the COA know. They 
might be able to gather the 
supplies needed. 

On Thursday, Sept. 4 
from 9-10 a.m. there will be 
a last Tilton Trek 4 at Tilton 
Town Farm. Participants 
wi l l  wa lk  a round  the 
grounds and/or on the trails 
for a bit of exercise. The 
September breezes will be 
blowing and maybe some 
leaves will be changing. 
People should bring their 
own water bottle. Rain or 
extreme heat will cancel.this 
walk. 

On Friday,  Sept.  5 
Community Connections 
meet from 10-11 a.m. Last 
month they had to can-
cel because it was wet and 
cold. They will meet out-
side at the new accessible 
picnic table that sits in the 
shade. People should either 
call 413-268-8236, exten-
sion118 or email coa@
goshen-ma.us if they plan 
to attend or for more infor-
mation. The COA will have 
snacks and drinks to share 
and some fun conversation. 
Croquet will be set up and 
the group will play a mod-
ified version of the game 

together.  
On Tuesdays, Sept. 

16 and 23 Highland Valley 
Elder Service offers grab 
and go lunches to the 
Goshen COA on the third 
and fourth Tuesdays of the 
month. Participants pick 
up their hot lunch at the 
Goshen Town Hall, 42 Main 
St. from 12:30-1 p.m. 

The lunch for Tuesday, 
Sept.16 is a choice of egg 
salad or chicken salad and 
the choice for Tuesday, 
Sept. 23 is chicken stew or 
broccoli quiche. The meals 
also include milk, vegeta-
bles and dessert. There is a 
suggested $4 donation given 
to Highland Valley  Elder 
Service to offset the cost of 
the meal. People should call 
Kerry at 413-268 9354 if 
they would like to sign up 
to get these nutritious and 
delicious meals. 

On Wednesday, Sept. 
17 Games Group will meet 
in the library from 2-4 
p.m. They have a variety of 
games to choose from and 
they will also have cards. 
People may also bring their 
favorite game and teach 
others how to play. Weather 
permitting they will meet in 
the park across from Town 
Hall.

On Thursday, Sept 18 
Technology Help will be 
available in the library from 
noon-2 p.m. People can ask 
questions regarding their 
computer, phone, tablet or 
any other technology relat-
ed questions. The tech help 
will do their best to help. 

Goshen Council on Aging 
announces programs

Send Us Your Photos!
countryjournal@turley.com
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An attendee takes a look at the John Deere and Farmhall antique 
tractors on display at the Cummington Fair.

CUMMINGTON

WILLIAMSBURG

WILLIAMSBURG – 
The Williamsburg Cultural 
Council announces the first 
ever Williamsburg Porchfest, 
Saturday, Sept. 13 from 10 
a.m.-6 p.m. in the center of 
Williamsburg. 

Admission is free for 
all. Event will take place rain 
or shine. Indoor venues will 
be used in case of inclement 
weather.

The town will come 
alive with the soulful sounds 
of local talent as the first ever 
Williamsburg Porchfest grac-
es the charming porches of 
downtown. Held in conjunc-
tion with the annual Grange 
Fair, community members 
and visitors alike are wel-
come to stroll along Main 

Street and enjoy free, live 
performances from a diverse 
lineup of musicians.

Modeled  on  o ther 
porchfests throughout the 
country, musicians will play 
outside various venues in the 
center of town including the 
Grange, market, library, and 
local businesses. The porch-
fest movement started in 
2007 in Ithaca, New York, as 
community driven music fes-
tivals where neighbors open 
their porches for free per-
formances in a vibrant cel-
ebration of local talent and 
togetherness.

Performers will include: 
Louise Coombe, Michael 
Ewen Madden,  Paired 
Down, Stephen Katz, Holly 

Muñoz, Sing along with 
Jennifer Black, Stellaluna, 
Don Chiulli, Wild Thyme 
and Electric Castle.

Performances coin-
c ide  wi th  the  annual 
Williamsburg Grange Fair, 
with displays of locally 
grown produce and handi-
crafts, craft vendors and 
baked goods and lunch for 
sale. Food will be also be 
available from local estab-
lishments.

M a j o r  s p o n s o r s 
include: Exhibit A Brewery, 
Williamsburg Market, Tangle 
Chocolate and Local Burgy.

For the schedule of 
events, people may visit 
website at https://www.wil-
liamsburgporchfest.com.

Williamsburg Porchfest set 
to take place on Sept. 13

MONTEREY – People 
may learn about the incredi-
ble role that chocolate played 
in the pivotal events leading 
up to the American Revolution 
with Michele Gabrielson on 
Saturday, Sept. 6 at 2 p.m. in 
the Bidwell House Museum, 
100 Art School Road. 

Cost is $20 members and 
$30 for non-members. This 
program is being held at the 
Bidwell House Museum. Due 
to limited space and to ensure 
enough chocolate samples, 
tickets must be purchased in 
advance. Tickets will not be 
sold at the door. 

Accompanied by a table 
prepared with items crucial to 
the story of the 18th century 
chocolate production, histo-
rian and educator Michele 
Gabrielson takes the audience 
on a journey from “bean to 
beverage.” While telling this 
incredible tale, Gabrielson will 
also share items of important 
material culture in the history 
of chocolate; including cacao 
beans, a grindstone, spices and 
period printed materials that 
advertise the consumption and 
sale of chocolate. This, along 
with the added option of sam-
pling chocolate that would 
have been enjoyed by colonial 
Bostonians, is sure to leave a 
lasting impression on the audi-
ence.

Michele Gabrielson is a 
local history teacher and his-
toric interpreter of the 18th 
century. She specializes in 
interpreting the history of 
colonial women printers, the 
stories of loyalist refugees, 
and of 18th century chocolate 
makers.

Most recently, she has 
taken on building a first-per-
son impression of the revolu-
tionary playwright and poet 
Mercy Otis Warren. Michele 
additionally serves on sever-
al historical committees ded-
icated to helping preserve the 
history of colonial America, is 
a member of the Authenticity 

Standards Committee for 
Minuteman National Historic 
Park and is the coordinator 
for the Battle Road Guides 
for the annual reenactment of 
the Battle of Lexington and 
Concord. 

S h e  w a s  r e c e n t l y 
awarded a 2024 Rising Star 
Award for Public History 
b y  t h e  M a s s a c h u s e t t s 
History Alliance for her 
programming titled, “The 
Revolutionary Classroom” 
and named a finalist for the 
2024 Massachusetts History 
Teacher of the Year. She was 
additionally awarded the 2025 
Teacher of the Year from the 
Massachusetts Daughters 
of the American Revolution 
and the Outstanding Teacher 
of 2025 Award from the 
Massachusetts Society of the 
Cincinnati.

For more information 

and to register online, click 
here: https://www.bidwell-
housemuseum.org/event/
bittersweet-history-18th-cen-
tury-chocolate-and-the-ameri-
can-revolution/

The Bidwell  House 
Museum is open for guided 
tours from Memorial Day 
to October. Tours are by 
appointment only on Monday, 
Thursday, Friday and Saturday 
at 11 a.m., 1p.m. or 3 p.m. 
Tours can be booked by call-
ing 413-528-6888 or email-
ing bidwellhm2@gmail.com. 
The Museum grounds, 194 
acres of woods, fields, his-
toric stonewalls, self-guided 
trails and picnic sites, are open 
every day, dawn until dusk, 
free of charge. 

The program of events 
can be found by visiting the 
museum’s website at www.
bidwellhousemuseum.org.

Museum hosts talk on 18th century chocolate

 “(Bitter)sweet History: 18th Century Chocolate and the American 
Revolution” with Michele Gabrielson, will be held at the Bidwell 
House Museum on Sept. 6 at 2 p.m. Due to limited space, tickets 
must be purchased in advance.

EASTHAMPTON

B O S T O N  – 
T h e  H e a l e y - D r i s c o l l 
Administration announced 
$one million in grants to 
five organizations through 
the Executive Office of 
Economic Development’s 
Social Enterprise Capital 
Grant Program, which funds 
nonprofits focused on hiring 
and assisting people who 
face barriers to employ-
ment.  

Riverside Industries 
(Easthampton) - $250,000 

Riverside Industries 
I n c .  o f  E a s t h a m p t o n 
r ece ived  a  g r an t  f o r 
$250,000. It will renovate 
its production department, 
which employs individu-
als with intellectual and 
developmental  disabil -
ities alongside non-dis-
abled community members 

to conduct quality con-
trol, packaging and ship-
ping for local businesses. 
This renovation will make 
the social enterprise more 
accessible by relocating the 
Production Department to 
a larger ground-floor space 
and upgrading essential 
infrastructure such as floor-
ing, electrical, plumbing, 
sprinkler systems and other 
equipment.  

The Social Enterprise 
Grant Program invests in 
organizations that open 
doors to opportunity,” 
said Interim Secretary of 
Economic Development 
Ashley Stolba. “By fund-
ing organizations that hire 
and train people facing bar-
riers to employment, we’re 
helping individuals build 
brighter futures, strengthen-

ing our workforce, and sup-
porting communities across 
Massachusetts.” 

S o c i a l  E n t e r p r i s e 
Capital Grants support the 
purchase, repair, renovation 
and improvement of the 
facilities of nonprofit busi-
nesses that both sell goods 
or services and provide paid 
employment and support-
ive services to individuals 
facing significant barriers 
to employment. Eligible 
organizations must offer 
paid work opportunities 
to low-income individu-
als, with priority given to 
socially and economically 
disadvantaged populations 
who require intensive sup-
port. Under the Healey-
Driscoll Administration, the 
program has awarded $7 
million to 13 communities.  

Riverside Industries, Inc. receives $250K grant

MONTEREY

RUSSELL
Council 
On Aging 
set to host
marketplace 
Sept. 6

  
RUSSELL –  The 

Russell Council on Aging 
coordinator announces 
the COA Marketplace on 
Saturday, Sept. 6 from 10 
a.m. to 3 p.m. at 65 Main St.

There will be a tag 
sale, bake sale, crafters 
and a little bit of every-
thing. Vendor sites are 
sti l l  available.  People 
may call the COA at 413-
862-6217 or email coa@
townofrussell.us.

                                                                        

RUSSELL – The Russell 
Public Library, 162 Main St., 
is open Monday, Wednesday 
and Friday from 3-7 p.m., 
Tuesday and Thursday from 
10 a.m.-2 p.m. and Saturdays 
from 10 a.m.-1 p.m.

The l ibrary will  be 
closed Monday, Sept. 2 due 
to the Labor Day holiday. 
People may borrow from the 
“Library of Things,” which 
include early childhood 
toys, yard games for an out-
door event and a discount 
card form the Amelia Park 
Children’s Museum. The 
library will be adding new 
tools, small appliances and 
electronic items. Items must 
be checked out and returned 
in person at the Russell Public 
Library.

Adult Monthly Book 
Club meets on Tuesday, 
Sept. 9 from 6-8 p.m. The 
book is “Remarkably Bright 
Creatures” by Shelby VanPelt. 
Books are available at the 
library now. People may 
register by email to rpldirec-
tor162@gmail.com, call 413-
862-6221 and leave a mes-
sage or come in and sign up at 
the library by Monday, Sept. 
8.The next Book Club will 
be on Tuesday, Oct. 7 from 
6-8 p.m. and the book will be 
“Heartwood.”

On Tuesday, Sept. 16 
from 6-8 p.m. there will be an 
adult craft night with Tammy 
Sanderson. There is no fee, all 
materials will be provided to 
make a one of a kind treasure. 
There is a ten person limit 

so people should  register by 
email rpldirector@townofrus-
sell.us, call 413-862-6221 and 
leave a message or come in 
and sign up at the library by 
Friday, Sept. 12.

Starting this month, 
a bimonthly, Mom’s Feel-
Good Fiction Book Club, 
begins on Wednesday, Sept. 
17 from 5-6 p.m. The book is 
“Windfallen” by JoJo Moyes.

Ch i ld ren  may  jo in 
Miss Dawne on Saturday, 
Sept. 20 from 10:30 a.m.-
noon for “Star Light, Star 
Bright.” They will read and 
learn about the night sky 
and design Glow in the Dark 
Constellation Tees. There is 
no fee. They should register 
by email rpldirector@townof-
russell.us, call 413-862-6221 

and leave a message or come 
in and sign up at the library 
by Wednesday, Sept. 17.

A family event “Eyes 
to the Skies,” will be held 
on Saturday, Sept. 20 from 
6:30-8:30 p.m..With a wax-
ing crescent moon aglow and 
Saturn at its brightest, join 
the Russell Public Library, 
WMA AMC Outings and 
the Springfield Naturalist 
Club to behold the wonders 
of the early fall sky using the 
library’s new telescope from 
the library of things. This 
event will take place behind 
the Russell Public Library. 

Fami l ies  a re  inv i t -
ed to join a guided reading 
of the book “Look Up,” on 
the Library’s StoryWalk® 
beginning at 6:30 p.m., spon-

sored by the Hilltown Family 
Center, as well as other in 
the dark activities for chil-
dren. There will be popcorn 
and cider for all. Participants 
should wear layers, bring a 
headlamp or flashlight, fold-
ing chair and or a blanket. 
Mostly cloudy or rainy condi-
tions will postpone this event 
to Saturday, Sept. 27. Register 
by email rpldirector@townof-
russell.us, call 413-862-6221 
and leave a message, or come 
in and sign up at the library 
by Wednesday, Sept. 17.

Game Night for tween 
and teens is held every Friday. 
All games and snacks will 
be provided, participants 
are welcome to join any-
time during library hours on 
Fridays from 3-7 p.m. 

Russell Public Library announces September events

Courtesy photo by Michele Gabrielson

Fair goers make their way through the Cummington Fair. The 
midway is seen in the background.

These Brown Swiss young stock lay down in the cattle barn at the 
Cummington Fair.

An exhibitor grabs the yoke for his team of oxen. Vegetables are on display at the Cummington Fair. Yoked oxen wait to enter the show ring.

Turley Publications photos by Deborah Daniels
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SCHOOLS & YOUTH

W O R C E S T E R  – 
Christopher Jamieson of 
Easthampton, a member of 
the class of 2026 majoring 
in mechanical engineering 
at Worcester Polytechnic 
Institute, was a member of 
a student team that recent-
ly completed a profession-
al- level  research-driven 
project  t i t led  “STEAM 
Implementation at Tower 
Bridge.”

K n o w n  a s  t h e 
I n t e r a c t ive  Q u a l i f y i n g 
Project, this project is a 
core part of the innovative 
undergraduate experience 
at WPI. Centered around 
project-based learning, this 
hands-on approach offers 
students opportunities to 
help develop thoughtful 
solutions to open-ended 

problems. These real-world 
problems affect the quali-
ty of life for people in the 
communities where stu-
dents work, giving students 
a chance to make a differ-
ence in the world before 
they graduate.  All  WPI 
undergraduates are required 
to complete an IQP, usually 
in their junior year, through 
which they apply science 
and technology to address 
an important societal need 
or issue. About two-thirds of 
WPI students complete their 
IQP at one of the university’s 
50+ off-campus project cen-
ters located in more than 30 
countries around the world.

“The WPI project-based 
curriculum’s focus on global 
studies brings students out 
of the classroom and their 

comfort zones and into the 
global community to apply 
their knowledge and to solve 
problems,” said Professor 
Kent Rissmiller, professor 
of International and Global 
Studies and associate dean 
of  The Global  School . 
“Students are immersed in 
all aspects of a different cul-
ture-from the way people 
live and work to the values 
they hold to the foods they 
eat, all valuable perspectives 
for surviving and thriving in 
today’s global marketplace. 
They also learn the mean-
ing and magic of teamwork; 
make a real and meaningful 
difference in their host com-
munity; and gain a compet-
itive edge for any resume, 
or graduate or professional 
school application.”

Christopher Jamieson completes 
Intensive Research Project

W I L L I A M S T O W N 
– On Wednesday, Sept. 3, 
the Clark Art Institute, 225 
South St.,  hosts “Night at the 
Clark,” an evening of special 
activities and exclusive gal-
lery access to celebrate the 
arrival of the Class of 2029 to 
the Berkshires.

Students from Williams 
Col lege,  Massachuset ts 
College of Liberal Arts, 
B e r k s h i r e  C o m m u n i t y 
College, Bennington College, 
State University of New 
York at Albany, Rensselaer 
Polytechnic Institute, Smith 
College and more are invit-
ed come together to explore, 
connect and make memories 
on the Clark’s campus.

Act iv i t ies  on  Sept . 
3 include On Air with 
WCFM 91.9 and Belltower 
Records from 5-7 p.m. at the 
reflecting pool lawn; Print 
Room Pop-Up Exhibition: 
Paper Trails of the Clark’s 
Collection from

5-7 p.m. in Manton 
Study Center; press on the 

move with with Melanie 
Mowinski from 5-7 p.m. at  
Manton Research Center; 
Pages to Pins:  Button-
Making Workshop from 5-7 
p.m. at Manton Research 
Center reading room; From 
Ground to Cup: Lemon 
Balm,  Milky Oats  and 
Catnip from 5:30-7 p.m. 
Schow Pond with herbalist 
Rebecca Guanzon; Mariel 
Capanna: Giornata Rapid 
Painting at 6 p.m., 6:30 p.m., 
7 p.m. and 7:30 p.m. in the 
Family Room; A Room 
of Her Own Embroidery 
Workshop from 6-8 p.m. at 
Clark Center lower lobby; 
Berenice Abbott’s Modern 
Lens Curator-led Tour at 
6:15 p.m., 6:45 p.m. and 7:15 
p.m. in the Eugene V. Thaw 
Gallery; Works in Progress: 
Astral Sea Performance 
with Tsedaye Makonnen 
and Williams College 7:15 
p.m. on Fernández Terrace; 
Outdoor Film: Night at the 
Museum (2006) from 8-10 
p.m. on the Reflecting Pool 

Lawy and Stargazing & 
S’mores

8 - 1 0  p . m .  T h o m a s 
Shütte’s Crystal, Stone Hill

B e r e n i c e  A b b o t t ’s 
Modern Lens Curator-led 
Tour and Mariel Capanna: 
Giornata Rapid Painting 
require a free ticket that can 
be collected by students at 
the main admissions desk. 
Tickets are available on a 
first-come, first-served basis 
starting at 5 p.m.

All activities are free. 
No registration is required 
to attend Night at the Clark. 
Select timed activities require 
a free ticket that can be col-
lected by students at the main 
admissions desk. Tickets are 
available on a first-come, 
first-served basis starting at 
5 p.m. Food from the outdoor 
grill is available for purchase 
until 8 p.m. For accessibil-
ity questions, students may 
call 413-4580524. To view 
the full schedule of activities 
and learn more, students may 
visit clarkart.edu/events.

Clark Art Institute hosts Night at 
the Clark for college students

Town of Worthington
Conservation Commission
Notice of Public Hearing

In accordance with M.G.L. 
Chapter 131, Section 40, the 
Worthington Conservation Com-
mission will hold a public hear-
ing in response to a Request for 
Determination of Applicability 
(RDA) regarding a proposed dirt 
bike race to be held at 159 Cum-
mington Road.

The Hearing will be held 
Thursday, September 11, 2025, 
at 7:00 PM in the Selectboard 
meeting room at Town Hall, 160 
Huntington Road.
08/28/2025

(SEAL)		      
COMMONWEALTH OF 

MASSACHUSETTS
LAND COURT

DEPARTMENT OF 
THE TRIAL COURT

Docket No. 25 SM 001641
ORDER OF NOTICE

TO: Nichole E. Bruneau
Destiny Santiago   
and to all persons entitled to 

the benefit of the Servicemem-
bers Civil Relief Act, 50 U.S.C. c. 
50 § 3901 (et seq)

Nationstar Mortgage LLC
claiming to have an interest in 

a Mortgage covering real prop-
erty in Huntington, numbered 7 
Stanton Avenue, given by Nich-
ole E. Bruneau and Destiny 
Santiago to “MERS” Mort-
gage Electronic Registration 
Systems, Inc. a separate cor-
poration that is acting solely 
as nominee for Mortgage Net-
work, Inc.; “Lender” and its 
successors and assigns, dated 
June 16, 2022, and recorded in 
the Hampshire County Registry 
of Deeds  in Book 14587, Page 5, 
and now held by Plaintiff by as-
signment, has/have filed with this 
court a complaint for determina-
tion of Defendant’s/Defendants’ 

Servicemembers status.
If you now are, or recently have 

been, in the active military service 
of the United States of America, 
then you may be entitled to the 
benefits of the Servicemembers 
Civil Relief Act.  If you object to 
a foreclosure of the above-men-
tioned property on that basis, then 
you or your attorney must file a 
written appearance and answer in 
this court at Three Pemberton 
Square, Boston, MA  02108 on 
or before 9/29/2025 or you may 
lose the opportunity to challenge 
the foreclosure on the ground of 
noncompliance with the Act.

Witness, Gordon H. Piper, 
Chief Justice of this Court on 
8/12/2025

Attest:
Deborah J. Patterson

Recorder
08/28/2025

TOWN OF WESTHAMPTON
MASSACHUSETTS
CONSERVATION 

COMMISSION
Notice of Public Hearing

Pursuant to Mass General 
Laws, Chapter 131, Section 40, 
Massachusetts Wetlands Protec-
tion Act, the Westhampton Con-
servation Commission will hold 
a public hearing on Wednesday, 
September 3, 2025, at 7:00 
P.M., on a Request for Determi-
nation of Applicability (RDA) by 
Hilltown Land Trust.  The pro-
posed invasive plant (Phragmites) 
management area is within wet-
land Resource Area buffer zones.  
The RDA will be available for 
public inspection at Town Hall 
or via email request to mail@
westhamptonma.gov
08/28/2025

LEGAL ADVERTISEMENT
Town of Chesterfield

Notice of Public Tree Hearing
Notice is hereby given pursu-

ant to MGL c.87, §3 concern-
ing the cutting of Public Shade 
Trees; a Public Tree Hearing will 
be held on Thursday, Septem-
ber 4, 2025 at 1:00 p.m. at the 
Town Office, 422 Main Road, 
Chesterfield. The purpose of this 
Hearing is to allow public input 
regarding the proposed tree re-
movals on Damon Pond Road. 
Tree removal is requested due 
to the upcoming North Road & 
Damon Pond Road Reconstruc-
tion Project. The twenty-one (21) 
trees are marked with orange rib-
bon, located starting three poles 
from North Road and ending 
opposite Don Emerson Rd.,  and 
are various types ranging in size 
from 9” to 30”. They include: 
Five-Sugar Maple Trees-(2 at 
22”, 1 at 18”, 26” and 30”);  Two 
Maple Trees (1 at 10” and 1 at 
15”); Three Ash Trees (1 at 10”, 
18” and 20”); One Beech Tree at 
8”; One Hop Hornbeam Tree at 
10”; Two Black Birch Trees (1 at 
18” and 16”); One Cherry Tree 
at 16”; Five Red Maple Tree (4 
at 14” and 1 at 10”);  and Spruce 
Tree at 20”, which is dead.  For 
questions call the Tree Warden at 
413-238-5976.

Chris Ryan, 
Chesterfield Tree Warden

08/21, 08/28/2025

Town of Worthington
Conservation Commission
Notice of Public Hearing

In accordance with M.G.L. 
Chapter 131, Section 40, the 
Worthington Conservation Com-
mission will hold a public hear-
ing in response to a Request for 
Determination of Applicability 
(RDA) regarding the proposed 
work associated with the drilling 
of a new well and replacement 
of the septic tank at 52 Patterson 
Road. 

The Hearing will be held 
Thursday, September 11, 2025, 

at 7:15 PM in the Selectboard 
meeting room at Town Hall, 160 
Huntington Road.
08/28/2025

TOWN OF BLANDFORD 
NOTICE OF 

PUBLIC HEARING
Pursuant to MGL, Ch. 40A 

Sec. 9 the Blandford Planning 
Board will hold a Public Hearing 
at the Blandford Town Offices, 
1 Russell Stage Road, Bland-
ford, MA 01008 at 6:05 pm on 
Wednesday, September 10, 2025. 
This hearing is scheduled under 
the following Blandford Zoning 
By-Laws:  Section VIII – Ground 
Mounted Solar Photovoltaic In-
stallations and Section IX – Site 
Plan Review and Special Permits. 
The Hearing is to consider the ap-
plication for a request for a Site 
Plan Review and Special Permit 
for Gibbs Brook, LLC, solar pho-
tovoltaic installation with battery 
energy storage system, located at 
30 Huntington Road and Hun-
tington Road Off (Map 416, Par-
cels 10, 11 & 12) in Blandford, 
MA 01008.

The Applicant is proposing 
the installation of a large-scale 
ground-mount PV solar facility 
with Battery Energy Storage Sys-
tem (BESS) and a gravel access 
driveway that would utilize an ex-
isting entrance from Huntington 
Road. The system will be rated 
at 2.8MW (DC) and will consist 
of PV modules attached to a Sin-
gle-axis tracker racking system. 
This system slowly rotates the 
modules as they track the path of 
the sun during the day, allowing 
for greater efficiency and fewer 
modules. 

The completed application and 
plans are available for public in-
spection at the Town Offices or on 
the Town of Blandford’s website: 
https://townofblandford.com/
planning-board-project-details/

You may also make an appoint-
ment to view a hard copy of these 
forms at the Town Hall by e-mail-
ing the Planning Board Chair at 
planning@townofblandford.com.

Any person interested or wish-
ing to be heard should join the 
virtual meeting as outlined above 
or e-mail the chair at: planning@
townofblandford.com. Please 
submit comments, in writing, to 
the Blandford Planning Board at 
1 Russell Stage Road, Blandford, 
MA 01008. Failure to make rec-
ommendations on the matter for 
review shall be deemed lack of 
opposition thereto. 

Edna Wilander, Vice Chair, 
Blandford Planning Board     

08/28, 09/04/2025

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampden Probate 
and Family Court

50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 

(413)748-7758
Docket No. 

HD25P1714EA
Estate of: 

Joanne T Hebert 
Also known as: 
Joanne Hebert 

Date of Death: 05/21/2025 
CITATION ON PETITION 

FOR FORMAL 
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Pro-

bate of Will with Appointment 
of Personal Representative has 
been filed by Robert J Kidrick, 
Jr. of Westfield, MA requesting 
that the Court enter a formal De-
cree and Order and for such other 
relief as requested in the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that: 
Robert J Kidrick, Jr. of West-
field, MA be appointed as Per-
sonal Representative(s) of said 

estate to serve Without Surety 
on the bond in unsupervised ad-
ministration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain 

a copy of the Petition from the 
Petitioner or at the Court. You 
have a right to object to this 
proceeding. To do so, you or 
your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection 
at this Court before: 10:00 a.m. 
on the return day of 09/16/2025. 
This is NOT a hearing date, but 
a deadline by which you must 
file a written appearance and 
objection if you object to this 
proceeding. If you fail to file a 
timely written appearance and 
objection followed by an affi-
davit of objections within thir-
ty (30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without 
further notice to you. 

UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE 
MASSACHUSETTS 

UNIFORM PROBATE 
CODE (MUPC)

A Personal Representative 
appointed under the MUPC in 
an unsupervised administra-
tion is not required to file an 
inventory or annual accounts 
with the Court. Persons inter-
ested in the estate are entitled 
to notice regarding the admin-
istration directly from the Per-
sonal Representative and may 
petition the Court in any mat-
ter relating to the estate, includ-
ing the distribution of assets 
and expenses of administration.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M Hyland, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: August 19, 2025 

Rosemary A Saccomani,
 Register of Probate

08/28/2025

PUBLIC NOTICES

STOCKBRIDGE

S T O C K B R I D G E 
–  The Southern Berkshire 
Public Health Collaborative 
announces the launch of its 
fall 2025 Mobile Vaccine 
Clinic series, offering con-
venient access to flu and 
COVID-19 vaccinations at 
community buildings and 
schools throughout Southern 
Berkshire County.

These clinics will pro-
vide the following vaccines: 
regular-dose flu for individu-
als aged 6 months and older, 
high-dose flu for individuals 
aged 65 and older,  updated 
COVID-19 for individuals 
aged 65 or older and updat-
ed COVID-19 for individu-
als with underlying medical 
conditions that make them 
high risk for illness. SBPHC 
encourages anyone who 
believes they may be eligi-
ble, based on the above, to 
register and adjustments can 
be made once the final eligi-
bility criteria becomes clear.

Registration is required 
and can be completed in one 
of two ways: People may 
visit online at  https://home.
color.com/vaccine/register/

tritown and select their pre-
ferred clinic location or call 
SBPHC at 413-243-5540, 
extension109 for assistance 
with registration.

While flu and COVID-
19 vaccines are provided at 
no cost, individuals are asked 
to bring their insurance card 
to both registration and the 
clinic appointment. If they 
experience difficulty enter-
ing insurance information 
online, they may select “No 
Insurance” and bring their 
card to the clinic.

SBPHC offers in-home 
vaccination services for 
individuals, who are unable 
to easily leave their house. 
They should call 413-243-
5540, extension 109 or email 
Jill Sweet, Public Health 
Nurse, at jill@tritownhealth.
org. People may visit www.
southernberkshirehealth.com 
for the schedule.

Local clinics include: 
Tuesday, Sept. 30 from 3-6 
p.m. at W.E.Dubois, 313 
Monument Valley Road, 
Great Barrington; Monday, 
Oct. 6 from 2-4 p.m. Housy 
Dome, 1064 Main St., 

Housatonic; Wednesday, 
Oct. 8 from 3-6 p.m. at 
Lee Middle High School, 
300 Greylock St., Lee; 
Thursday, Oct. 9 from 3-6 
p.m. at Lenox Memorial 
Middle/High School, 197 
East Street, Lenox; Tuesday, 
Oct. 14 from 10 a.m.-
4p.m. at Monterey Town 
Library, 452 Main Road, 
Monterey; Thursday, Oct. 
16 from 1:30-3:30 p.m. 
at Lee Senior Center, 23 
Crossway, Lee; Tuesday, 
Oct. 21 from 1:30-3:30 p.m. 
at Sandisfield Old Town 
Hall, 3 Silverbuck Road, 
Sandisfield; Wednesday, 
Oct. 22 from 1:30-3:30 p.m. 
at Stockbridge Town Hall, 
50 Main St., Stockbridge; 
Thursday, Oct. 23 from 1-3 
p.m. at Claire Teague Senior 
Center, 917 Main St., Great 
Barrington; Wednesday, 
Oct. 29 from 11 a.m.-1 
p.m. at Otis Town Hall, 1 
North Main Road Otis and 
Thursday, Nov. 30 from 
2:30-5:30 p.m. at Farmington 
River School District, 555 
North Main Road, Otis.

SBPHC hold mobile vaccine clinics

CHESTERFILD

CHESTERFIELD – 
Residents of the Hilltowns, 
age 60 years plus handicap, 
disabled, a Highland Valley 
Elder Service consumer or 
a patient at the Hilltown 
Health Center in need of 
transportation to important 
medical appointments, ser-
vices and access to healthy 
food are eligible for the 
Hilltown Easy Ride and 
Driver Pool program.

The program operates 
two vans in partnership with 
Franklin Regional Transit 
Authority and they have a 
handicap accessible van 
of their own. They have a 
small pool of folks, who will 
provide transportation with 
their personal vehicles too. 
They are looking for driv-
ers. They should reach out to 
the Program Coordinator by 
calling 413-296-4232. 

The Hilltown Small 
Business Program offers 
a workshop on starting 
a cottage kitchen business 
on Thursday, Sept. 25 at 
5 p.m. at 387 Main Road, 
Chesterfield. This program 
is free, but registration is 
required. To register, people 
may email Joan Griswold at 
joang@hilltowncdc.org or 
call 413-296-4536, exten-
sion 102.

HHC offers easy ride program

WORTHINGTON

WORTHINGTON – 
The Park and Recreation 
Committee with the help 
of numerous volunteers, 
spearheaded by J.P. Welch, 
completed putting up 34 

s t ream cross ing  s igns 
throughout town.

A l l  t h e  m a t e r i a l s 
for the project was fully 
funded by the Wild and 
Scenic Westfield River 

Committee. 
Thanks to the Parks 

and Recreation Committee 
and all  the volunteers, 
who did the assembly and 
installation.

Parks and Rec install stream crossing signs

PLEASE REMEMBER TO RECYCLE THIS NEWSPAPER
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ESTATE SALE
HUGE ESTATE SALE. 

Antiques, etc. 53 Russell Rd., 
Huntington (Rt. 20). 

August 30-31 & September 1.
 9am-4pm 

413-623-5327

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $225.00
Seasoned cut & split $325.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). 

Quality & volumes guaranteed!! 
New England Forest Products

(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central 
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood 
Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titanium Stainless 
Steel.  $2K Tax Credit.  Call (508)882-
0178

TAG SALE
HUGE TAG SALE! Baby gear, clothes, 
household finds, and more! August 
30th-August 31st only 8am-5pm! Rain 
or shine! 560 South Washington St., 
Belchertown.

WANTED TO BUY

ALWAYS BUYING 
ALL ANTIQUES:

Musical instruments, guitars, 
horns, keyboards, vintage elec-
tronics, jewelry, coins, watches, 
military cameras, sports mem-
orabilia, art, sterling, signs, au-
tomotive, hunting, advertising, 
radios, ham radio equipment, 
audio equipment, toys, one item 
or entire estate. 

Call Paul 
413-206-8688.

ANTIQUES AND OLD
 STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glass-
ware, Silver-plated items, watches, 
Musical instruments, typewriters, 
sewing machines, tools, radios, 
clocks, lanterns, lamps, kitchen-
ware, cookware, knives, military, 
automotive, fire department, ma-
sonic, license plates, beer cans, 
barware, books, oil cans, adver-
tising tins,hunting, fishing, signs, 
and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming 
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster 
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates. 
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell 
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging. 
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487.

ELECTRICIAN
BUILT ’N POWERED. Serving all your 
electrical and construction needs. Fully 
insured and licensed. Free estimates. 10% 
Senior and Veteran’s discounts. Call Tom 
413-472-4104. Electrical Lic. #56789/
CLS Lic. #1045405

LICENSED ELECTRICIAN 
I offer good quality electrical work, no proj-
ect too small. Mini-splits, upgrades, pools, 
trustworthy & dependable. Luis Arroyo 
#20773A. Text or call 413-218-3301.

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC
Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical 
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and 
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned com-
pany. MA License #8101A1. Call John at 
(413)206-6509.

EXCAVATING
ELIOT STARBARD EXCAVATION 

35+ yrs of happy customers.
 508-882-0140

HEATING &        
AIR COND.

KELLUM HEATING & COOLING 
LLC. Now is the time to get your AC, Heat-
ing & Water Heater cleanings before the 
winter. 413-275-4408

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENT 
SPECIALIST

Decks, porches, repair service, roofing and 
siding contractor. Tim 413-563-2229. 
Licensed/insured. 35 year construction 
supervisor.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile, 
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding, 
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free 
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub 
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe,  insured. Professional. Please 
call Bob (413)537-5789 (413)538-
7954.

  MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING
Weekly Mowing

Landscape design and installation
Paver Patios, Walkways
 For more services visit 

mattguertinlandscaping.com
Call or text 413-266-9975

 Insured - Commercial - Residential

LAWN & GARDEN
*COMPOSTED LOAM* 3/8” screened, 
$40/yd. deliv., 10 yd min.; No additives, fill-
ers or by-products. Local deliv. to Oakham 
and surrounding towns only. Eliot Starbard 
508-882-0140.

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway 
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt 
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.  
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790. 
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING & 
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations, 
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen & 
Bath remodeling.  30 years experience. 
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505 

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential 
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove 
them before the wind takes them down. 
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING 
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates. 
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything 
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump 
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and 
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

H & H TREE SERVICE All phases of tree 
care. Call Dave 413-668-6560 day/night.

STUMP GRINDING
DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding 
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

SAW Stump Grinding
Call for a Free Estimate, Veteran Owned, 

Fully Insured
WWW.SAWSTUMPGRINDING.COM

413-213-5470

COUNSELING
LIFE COACH BELLE

LIFECOACHBELLE@YAHOO.COM
413-330-4013

Helping you bring structure 
and meaning to your life.

CAMPERS
2011 KEYSTONE MONTANA MOUN-
TAINEER MODEL RKD LENGTH 33’, 2 
SLIDE OUTS, REAR KITCHEN, SLEEPS 
4, LOTS OF STORAGE. $9500. BRIM-
FIELD (413)374-1880

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR,
WILBRAHAM HOUSING 

AUTHORITY
The Wilbraham Housing Authority seeks 
highly qualified applicants for the position 
of Executive Director. Responsibilities 
include the administration of 69 Chapter 
667 Elderly housing units and 9 Chapter 
705 Family housing units. The Executive 
Director reports to a five-member Board of 
Commissioners.  Work schedule shall be 
a minimum of 22 hours per week during 
normal business hours, flexible as need-
ed. The estimated salary range $46,177.00 
To $54,326.00 is based on the Executive 
Office of Housing & Livable Communities’ 
Executive Director Salary Schedule.
The ideal candidate must have  two years’ 
experience in a housing, community devel-
opment, public administration or a closely 
related field. Knowledge of the principles 
and practices of housing management, 
finances and maintenance systems in 
public or private housing. Excellent written 
and verbal communication skills required.  
Willingness to work with people of various 
socio-economic backgrounds. Must be 
bondable. Certification as a Public Hous-
ing Manager from an approved organiza-
tion desired, and may be substituted as a 
property manager or similar classification 
by a nationally recognized housing or real 
estate organization such as an EOHLC-ap-
proved Massachusetts Public Housing Ad-
ministrator Certification Program or HUD. 
Two-year full time post-secondary educa-
tion in a related field may substitute for up 
to one year of experience. Applications will 
be accepted until 12pm, August 29, 2025. 
Please submit cover letter, resume and 
contact information for 3 references to:
Mr. Peter Manolakis, Chairman Executive 
Director Search Committee, Wilbraham 
Housing Authority, 88 Stony Hill Road, Wil-
braham, MA 01095. Contact: Peter Mano-
lakis (413) 519-8195

Wilbraham Housing Authority is an 
Equal Opportunity Employer

MAINTENANCE
20 to 25 hours per week.

Experience required in all aspects of 
property maintenance and repair. Work in-
cludes, but is not limited to: snow removal, 
electrical, plumbing, painting, carpentry, 
and grounds keeping.  Must be available 
every other week for on call emergen-
cy maintenance requests. Valid driver’s 
license and clean driving record. Profes-
sional references required.  Criminal back-
ground check required. Insurance and full 
state benefits package available.

Please submit resume to:
Wilbraham Housing Authority

88 Stony Hill Rd., 
Wilbraham, Ma 01095

Deadline for resumes 12 PM, September 
19, 2025. Equal Opportunity Employer

SERVERS WANTED
Inquire at Girly’s Grill, 

1315 Park St., Palmer, MA 01069 
or call 413-284-0005.

SQUIER & CO. is looking to hire an oil 
truck driver $35-$40/hr. full time or part-
time. Squier will provide help with en-
dorsements and CDL training for the right 
candidate! Email: squieroil@verizon.
net. Call 413-267-3184 or visit us at 5 
Squier Ave., Monson, MA. Monday-Friday.

Town of Blandford 
Town of Blandford is hiring a 

PART-TIME ADMINISTRATIVE 
ASSISTANT 

to the Assessors. Duties include adminis-
trative support for daily operations of the 
Assessors’ office. Pay: $18–$20/hr, based 
on experience. Communication, customer 
service, organizational, and tech skills re-
quired. Send cover letter and resume to::

dhopson@townofblandford.com.

Town of Blandford 
is seeking a fulltime ASSISTANT
 TREASURER/COLLECTOR. 
Pay range $29.50-$37.50/hour. 

Please visit our website for full job
 description. 

Submit resume to Administrator@
townofblandford.com

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not 
knowingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES AUTO

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Make checks payable to Turley Publications 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  FRIDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.

Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

Find archives of this 
local newspaper at

www.newspapers.turley.com (413) 687-5552

HOME IMPROVEMENT

CHAMELEON 
PAINTING & REMODELING

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

Remodeling & 
Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured • Free Estimates

413-351-1147

MASONRY HARDSCAPE
RETAINING WALLS

Chimney Repair
Foundation Repair

Steps, Patios
Stone Veneer
Brick Work

Water Proofing
Cord Wood

Brian French
(413) 222-5542
frenchyn@gmail.com

MASONRY

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS
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 CLUES ACROSS
  1. Taxis
  5. Space Systems 

Command
  8. Plant seed by 

scattering
 11. Alliances
 13. Fiddler crabs
 14. Heroic tale
 15. Yemen capital
 16. Misleading 

gesture
 17. Cain and __
 18. Simple shoe
 20. Hundredweight
 21. Children’s toy in 

the snow
 22. Gets rid of
 25. Free of deceit
 30. Performed a 

dance
 31. Chinese 

philosophical 
principle

 32. Exaggerated
 33. Refrain from 

inflicting

 38. A doctrine 
 41. Can be subdued
 43. A place to bathe
 45. Land used for 

pasture
 48. Curved piece of 

iron
 49. Automobile
 50. Fencing sword
 55. Breezes through
 56. Child
 57. NBA legend 

Iverson
 59. Horsley and 

Iacocca are two
 60. Midway between 

northeast and 
east

 61. Spiritual leader 
of a Jewish 
congregation

 62. U.S. leader 
during much of 
WW2

 63. Lair
 64. Fibrous 

material

CLUES DOWN
  1. Home of “60 

Minutes”
  2. Expression of 

sorrow or pity
  3. __ fide: legitimate
  4. Immune response
  5. Assistance and 

support
  6. Glared
  7. Spanish saloon
  8. Pitch black
  9. S-shaped lines
 10. Statistical test
 12. __ Paulo, city
 14. Graduation garb
 19. A way to record
 23. Not good
 24. Weather events
 25. A pituitary 

hormone
 26. Jamie Foxx film
 27. Rocker’s 

accessory
 28. One point east 

(clockwise) of due 
north

 29. One who obtains 
pleasure from 
another’s pain

 34. Consume
 35. Licensed for Wall 

Street
 36. Sick
 37. Israeli city __ Aviv
 39. Removed the 

husk
 40. Mass of rocks and 

sediment
 41. Two-year-old 

sheep
 42. Area units
 44. Prison overseer
 45. Walked
 46. Wartime escort 

aircraft carrier
 47. Tax
 48. 50 percent
 51. Swiss river
 52. Tattle
 53. Actor Idris
 54. Resist authority 

(slang)
 58. Egg of a louse

an
sw

er
s

THIS WEEK’S HOROSCOPES

NATIONALLY ADVERTISED MERCHANDISE FOR ALL MAKES & MODELSWESTFIELD
AUTO PARTS INC

AUTO PARTS 
& SUPPLIES

WHOLESALE   RETAIL

Dial 568-8944 or 568-1611  FAX # 568-1554

★ Complete Auto Machine Shop Service   ★ Engine Rebuilding Of All Kinds
★ Authorized Caterpillar Hydraulic Hose Dealer   ★ Hydraulic Hoses

Call “DALE”      8-12 BIRGE AVE., WESTFIELD

Now stocking 
Car Quest 

Filters made 
by WIX,

Amalie Oil,
Bailing Twine 

&
Tractor Parts

Fun By The 
Numbers
Like puzzles? 
Then you’ll love 
sudoku. This 
mind-bending 
puzzle will have 
you hooked from 
the moment you 
square off, so 
sharpen your 
pencil and put 
your sudoku 
savvy to the test!

ARIES
Mar 21/Apr 20
You are likely to ex-
perience a week full 
of thoughtfulness and 
introspection. You are 
searching for a new 
source for self-ful-
fillment, and may be 
inspired by another’s 
ideas.

TAURUS
Apr 21/May 21
Now is the time to iden-
tify your priorities. Fig-
ure out what you want 
or would prefer to do 
before you start taking 
any steps forward. This 
is the only way to get 
satisfaction.  

GEMINI
May 22/Jun 21
Prepare for a week that 
will pose some challeng-
es, Gemini. A last-min-
ute project at work may 
test your mettle. 

CANCER
Jun 22/Jul 22
The plan may have been 
to stay isolated until 
you get all of your tasks 
done, Cancer. But those 
closest to you have 
some other ideas; they 
might invade your quiet 
cocoon. 

LEO
Jul 23/Aug 23
Leo, there’s more than 
one way to approach a 
project. Remain recep-
tive to new ideas and 
take time to think things 
through before choosing 
a path forward. 

VIRGO
Aug 24/Sept 22
Virgo, your independent 
streak may need to be 
tempered in the days 
ahead. Teamwork is the 
name of the game so 
make a concerted ef-
fort to be a good team 
player.

LIBRA
Sept 23/Oct 23
Right now you might not 
feel you are in the correct 
place in your profession. 
Is your current role too 
restrictive or does it not 
challenge your skills? 
You might want to start 
looking around for new 
challenges.

SCORPIO
Oct 24/Nov 22
Scorpio, now is a great 
time to take the bull by 
the horns. An opportu-
nity to be assertive and 
take on a leadership role 
presents itself this week. 
You’re ready.

SAGITTARIUS 
Nov 23/Dec 21
Sagittarius, you may be 
taking stock of your pro-
fessional life and goals. 
Be sure you plan accord-
ingly to balance the work 
side with your personal 
needs. 

CAPRICORN
Dec 22/Jan 20
Something unusual may 
happen to you this week, 
Capricorn. Be ready for 
the unexpected. This 
also is a good time to 
tie up some loose ends 
that you have been over-
looking.

AQUARIUS
Jan 21/Feb 18
There is nothing to 
stop you from asking 
for help from time to 
time, Aquarius. While 
you certainly enjoy the 
satisfaction of getting 
things done, assistance 
is necessary from time 
to time.

PISCES
Feb 19/Mar 20
Hard work is starting to 
pay notable dividends, 
Pisces. Enjoy the fruits 
of your labors, but re-
member to keep your 
nose to the grindstone.

HOUSATONIC

H O U S AT O N I C  – 
Berkshire  Pulse ,  South 
County’s dynamic dance 
and performing arts edu-
cation center located in 
the heart of Housatonic, 
announces its fall session 
of in-studio classes and 
programs for students of all 
ages, abilities and experi-
ence. 

C l a s se s  t ake  p l ace 
at Pulse’s studios on third 
floor of 420 Park St. The 
fall session begins Monday, 
Sept. 8 and runs through 
Sunday, Dec. 14.  Course 
list and registration is now 
available by visiting berk-
shirepulse.org/courselist. 

Berkshire Pulse is a 
welcoming, inclusive studio 
offering session-long and 
drop-in classes for youth, 
teens and adults, in addition 
to in-school community pro-
grams, artist residencies and 
studio rentals. With classes 
in ballet, modern, hip hop, 

musical theater, tap, jazz, 
African, flamenco, drum-
ming and more, Pulse has 
something for everyone.  

P u l s e ’ s  Y o u t h 
Performing Arts Program 
provides an in-depth, inter-
disciplinary learning experi-
ence to young dancers ages 
four to 18 from throughout 
the Berkshires and tri-state 
area. From the start of their 
training, students are intro-
duced to dance practice with 
an equal emphasis on tech-
nical development as well as 
artistic exploration. PAP’s 
after-school, weekend, and 
summer training supports 
youth creative expression, 
self-confidence,  col lab-
oration, and community 
engagement. 

Pu l se ’s  Communi ty 
Class Program offers inter-
generational classes and 
workshops for adults with 
no long term commitment 
- students may attend class-

es weekly throughout the 
session, or drop in anytime! 
Teens are also welcome to 
participate in Community 
Classes based on age and 
previous dance experience. 
This fall, Pulse is thrilled 
to introduce a new, high-
ly requested “Hip Hop for 
Absolute Beginners” class 
with Jody Greene, “Salsa 
Partner Work and Social 
Dance” series with Prashad 
Abeysinghe and much more! 

As families begin reg-
istering for YPAP class-
es  and  renewing  the i r 
Community Class Passes 
this fall, we invite them 
to PAY IT FORWARD by 
making a gift to the Pulse’s 
Tuition Assistance program. 
By doing so, they can help 
make space for a neigh-
bor or friend to join them 
in experiencing the joy of 
movement, community, and 
creative expression. Every 
donation made to the TA 

program ensures that all 
of our students can contin-
ue their dance journey with 
Pulse. 

Over 1,000 students 
have benefitted from the 
TA program, a reflection 
of Pulse’s long-standing 
commitment to never turn-
ing away a student for an 
inability. Tuition assistance 
is available for all in-studio 
programs, with 50-100% 
tui t ion waivers  offered 
th rough  Mass  Cul tu ra l 
Council’s Card to Culture 
program for families with 
a  va l id  EBT,  WIC,  or 
ConnectorCare cards. More 
information about Pulse’s 
Tuition Assistance program 
and how someone can sup-
port their pay it forward 
campaign can be found on 
their website berkshirepulse.
org/pay-it-forward. 

Berkshire Pulse brings 
people together to move, 
create, and connect. Visit 

the Berkshire Pulse web-
site to learn more about 
class offerings, teacher bios, 
travel/parking information, 
accessibility, and more at 
berkshirepulse.org. New and 
returning students should 
contact the front desk with 
any questions by calling 
413-274-6624 or emailing 
berkshire.pulse@gmail.com.

Berkshire Pulse is a 
not-for-profit organization 
founded in 1995 by Bettina 
Montano dedicated to build-
ing and strengthening com-
munity life through diverse 
and accessible programming 
in performing, movement, 
and creative arts. By pro-
moting participation in these 
educational and health-sus-
ta in ing  ac t iv i t ies ,  they 
enrich the lives of families 
and individuals of all ages 
throughout the region. For 
more information, people 
may visit http://berkshire-
pulse.org/.

Berkshire Pulse holds fall class registrations
Turley Publications 
offers two types of 

obituaries.

One is a free, brief 
Death Notice listing 

the name of deceased, 
date of death and 

funeral date and place.

The other is a Paid 
Obituary, costing 
$275, which allows 
families to publish 

extended death notice 
information of their 
own choice and may 
include a photograph. 

Death Notices & 
Paid Obituaries 

should be
submitted through a 

funeral home to:
obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made 
only when the family

provides a death certificate 
and must be pre-paid.

Obituary 
Policy

Country Journal
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ROOFING

GUTTERS

WINDOWS

SIDING
ENTRY DOORS

COLUMNS

GARAGE DOORS

*With approved credit. Call for details.

REQUEST A FREE ESTIMATE

FLEXIBLE FINANCING AVAILABLE*

413-485-7335 

Belchertown • Westfield  
Adams

A BEAUTIFUL HOME STARTS HERE

w i n n e r

Gazette

ChoiCe
Readers

2025

A DHG Special Section BEST HOME RENOVATOR 
BEST WINDOWS & DOORS

BEST LOCAL GREEN  
CONSTRUCTION  

COMPANY

#1 WINDOW & DOOR 
INSTALLATION

#1 GARAGE DOOR 
INSTALLATION

ROOFER FINALIST


