
By Mary Kronholm
Correspondent

The Wednesday, Aug. 6 
Planning Board meeting got 
off to a late start but began 
with Select Board Chair Cara 
Letendre giving a brief pre-
sentation on the role of the 
Planning Board.

S h e  r e m i n d e d  t h e 
30-plus people in attendance 
that all the board’s deci-

sions “are based strictly on 
state and local regulations. 
Applications aren’t approved 
or denied based on personal 
opinions or public pressure, 
but on the rules that are in 
place.”

Vi c e  C h a i r  E d n a 
Wilander conducted the 
meeting, bringing two con-
tracts to the board’s atten-
tion for a vote. The first was 
with Pioneer Valley Planning 

Commission for consult-
ing work. Conservation 
C o m m i s s i o n  m e m b e r 
Colleen Doyle asked if the 
board  would  “reevalu-
ate” the PVPC contract. As 
a public sector entity, they 
“push forward agendas” and 
she added, “you have a very 
competent board…and I’m 
not saying you can’t go to 
them on an as-needed basis.”

The contract  is  for 

$5,000 Doyle also said that 
“when PVPC is involved in 
towns…is like letting the fox 
in the henhouse.” Doyle also 
cited instances in other com-
munities PVPC is involved 
with that have resulted in 
public opposition to recom-
mended activities. 

“The Planning Board 
in general needs to consider 
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Planning Board to use PVPC for consulting work
BLANDFORD

Special Town 
Meeting to be held 
to provide funding

By Mary Kronholm
Correspondent

– At a joint meeting 
of the Select Board and 
Water  Commissioners 
Monday,  Aug .  4 ,  i t 
was decided to create a 
40-hour a week job for a 
water superintendent with 
a salary range of $80-
$85,000 a year.

This was in spite of 
an initial lack of approval 
or support on the part of 
the Water Commissioners, 
who were concerned about 
budgetary resources. In 
a later interview, Chair 

Michael Keier said that the 
commissioners had come 
up with a job descrip-
tion for “up to 21 hours,” 
which was within their sal-
ary range and budget. The 
prior water superintendent 
“didn’t need 40 hours,” 
said Keier.

Water supt. position 
changed to 40 hours

Hamilton Memorial 
Library, 195 West Main 
St., wrapped up its sum-
mer music program with 
their final ukulele class 
of the season. 

It was a joy to see 
so many young musi-
cians grow. The children 
also enjoyed a nature 
walk with Liz Massa 
of the Hilltown Hikers, 
who shared fascinating 
local history and stories 
of Chester. The library 
staff is so proud of the 
children and grateful to 
everyone who joined 
them this summer.

The next Book Club 
on Wednesday, Aug. 20 
at 4:30 p.m., when they 
will discuss “The Berry 
Pickers” by Amanda 
Peters. All are welcome.

WATER, page 5

By Wendy Long
Correspondent

 The Gateway Regional 
School Committee held 
an executive session on 
Tuesday, Aug. 5 at 7 p.m. 
a n d  s u c c e s s -
ful ly negotiat-
ed a three-year 
c o n t r a c t  w i t h 
their choice for 
Gateway’s next 
Superintendent, 
D r .  M e l i s s a 
Matarazzo. 

After about 
an hour, the com-
mittee returned 
to open session 
and unanimously 
voted to approve 
that contract. Matarazzo is 
set to begin on Friday, Aug. 
15, and will be in the dis-
trict starting Monday, Aug. 
18. The new superinten-
dent’s salary is prorated for 
the first year at $155,000. 

Matarazzo is current-
ly the Chief Administrative 
O f f i c e r  f o r  S t u d e r 
Education, an educational 
consulting firm. She holds 
an Ed.D. and Master’s in 
Education from Harvard 
Un ive r s i t y ’s  Gradua t e 
S c h o o l  o f  E d u c a t i o n . 
She earned a Bachelor of 
Arts degree from Brown 
Un ive r s i t y.  Ma ta razzo 
began her career as an 
eighth grade teacher and 
then assistant principal in 
the  Derry  Coopera t ive 
S c h o o l  D i s t r i c t .  S h e 
then served as  a  mid-
dle school principal for 
Peabody Public Schools, 
later becoming executive 
director for achievement 
and accountability in the 

Charleston County School 
District before moving on to 
Studer.

W h e n  a s k e d  w h a t 
attracted her to Gateway, 
Matarazzo said, “Gateway 
represents  the kind of 

school distr ict 
where I started 
my own educa-
tion-small, rural 
a n d  w i t h  t h e 
unique challeng-
es  and oppor-
t u n i t i e s  t h a t 
brings. In addi-
t i o n ,  p o s i t ive 
comments from 
regional search 
consultants and 
the opportuni-
ty provided by 

the Barr Foundation work 
were enticing. Finally, as I 
joined each interview in the 
process, I appreciated the 
inclusion of different repre-
sentatives from across the 
district and a healthy hon-
esty and pride that were 
expressed by participants.”

W h e n  S m i d y 
announced her resignation 
in late spring, the school 
committee wrestled with 
the likelihood of a long, 
protracted and potentially 
expensive search process. 
A Superintendent Search 
Sub-Committee formed 
with Peter DeGregorio from 
Montgomery serving as the 
Chair. The committee was 
comprised of five school 
committee members (Jeana 
Briggs, Pegg Dragon, Brian 
Forgue, Lisa Goding and 
DeGregorio) and another 
seven advisory members, 
including Smidy, two prin-
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This was the final ukulele 
class of the library’s 
summer music program.	

Children made bracelets during the summer program at Hamilton Memorial Library in Chester.
Submitted photos

Gateway names 
Melissa Matarazzo 
superintendent
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“The wartime generation — my generation — is resilient..”   –  Queen Elizabeth II“The wartime generation — my generation — is resilient..”   –  Queen Elizabeth II

Dr. Melissa 
Matarazzo

Full membership on Planning Board attained for August 6 meeting. Scott O’Connor, Ron Racine, ausxiliary member Brian Nimerowski, 
Greg Garfield, Vice Chair Edna Wilander and Secretary Sara Simpson. Turley Publications photo by Mary Kronholm

Hamilton Memorial Library wraps up 
summer program

“If you could 
afford a full time, 

would that be 
ideal for you? 

I think so.”
– Chair 

Michael Keier
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HILLTOWNS

T h e  M a s s a c h u s e t t s 
Department of Transportation 
announces it will be per-
forming overnight and day-
time paving and bridge repair 
operations on I-90 east-
bound and westbound in the 
towns of  West Stockbridge, 
Stockbridge, Montgomery and 
Russell. 

All work is weather 
dependent and will take place 
at the following locations and 
times. In West Stockbridge 
and Stockbridge, paving oper-
ations will be conducted on 
I-90 eastbound from mile 
marker 0.5 to mile marker 5.5 
nightly now through Thursday 
night, Aug.14 from 7 p.m.-

5:30 a.m., ending Friday 
morning, Aug. 15. 

In Stockbridge, bridge 
repairs will be conducted on 
I-90 westbound from mile 
marker 2.0 to mile mark-
er 3.0 nightly now through 
Thursday night, Aug. 14 from 
7 p.m.-5:30 a.m., ending 
Friday morning, Aug. 15. In 

Montgomery and Russell, on 
Thursday morning, Aug. 14 
from 6 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. 

Appropriate signage and 
law enforcement details will 
be in place to guide drivers 
through the work area. Drivers 
traveling through the area 
should expect delays, reduce 
speed, and use caution. All 

scheduled work is weath-
er dependent and subject to 
change without notice. 

For more information on 
traffic conditions, travelers are 
encouraged to: Download the 
Mass511 mobile app or visit 
www.mass511.com to view 
live cameras, travel times, real 
time traffic conditions, and 

project information before set-
ting out on the road. Users can 
subscribe to receive text and 
email alerts for traffic condi-
tions.  Dial 511 and select a 
route to hear real time condi-
tions. Follow @MassDOT on 
X (formerly known as Twitter) 
to receive regular updates on 
road and traffic conditions. 

MassDOT announces upcoming I-90 roadwork

lb
$244

$233
lb

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION  

USDA INSP. FROZEN BONE-IN
CENTER CUT
PORK LOIN CHOPS .................

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

SALE DATES: SALE DATES: 
8/14/25-8/20/258/14/25-8/20/25

USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN
DRUMSTICKS 10 LB BAG ...................

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN HEAD ON

RAW SHRIMP SHELL ON
15/20 CT 1.5 LB BAG ...........................

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

USDA INSP. DIMITRIA DELIGHTS

STICKY BUNS
W/NUTS OR NO NUTS  18 OZ .......

PRICES IN  RED
ARE AT OR BELOW

 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

$699
ea

USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN WINGS 10 LB BAG ..............

$888USDA INSP. FRESH

BEEF SKIRT STEAK ........................

7 LB 7 LB 
BAGBAG$399

lb

80% LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

ea

$444

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

      

GREAT ON THE GRILL 

$249
lb

lb

$199USDA INSP. 
TURKEY BREAST ..................
USDA INSP. 
SWISS CHEESE .....................

 SLICED IN OUR DELI 

$499
lb

USDA INSP. FRESH
PORK SIRLOIN CUTLETS ..

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN
COUNTRY STYLE PORK RIBS 

USDA INSP. STOREMADE BONELESS
CAROLINA GOLD MARINATED

CHICKEN THIGHS .......................
USDA INSP. 
BEEF BACK RIBS........................ lb

lb
$369

$299

lb77¢

$239

lb

BEEF TOP ROUND
LONDON BROIL

BEEF STRIPLOIN
CUTCUT
FREEFREE

$667
lb

lb

$699
lb

WHOLE WHOLE 
OR HALFOR HALF

246 Skyline Trail, Middlefield   •   Joe & Donna Pease
Open: Tues.-Sun. 9-4, Closed Mon.   •   (413)623-8846

RaspberriesRaspberries  
$3.75$3.75  heaping pintheaping pint  
BlueberriesBlueberries

$3.50$3.50  per poundper pound

BLUE
HEAVE

N
B L U E B E R R Y  &

R A S P B E R R I E S  FA R M

“ALL YOU CAN EAT AS YOU’RE PICKING”“ALL YOU CAN EAT AS YOU’RE PICKING”

EARLY
DEADLINES

In observance of LABOR DAY, 
there will be an

EARLY AD DEADLINE
To advertise, 

place your ad no later than NOON

Thursday, August 28
– Thank you!

FIVE ISLANDS
Georgetown, Maine
2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom

Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

• Walk to Five Islands Wharf and 
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
• Close to Reid State Park

$1200/week
207-607-9333

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertiser is requested to check their advertisement 
the first time it appears. This paper will not be responsible for 
more than one corrected insertion, nor will be liable for any error 
in an advertisement to a greater extent than the cost of the space 
occupied by the item in the advertisement.

By Wendy Long
Correspondent

H U N T I N G T O N  – 
“We’re looking to serve both 
the homeowner and the con-
tractor,” explained Jon Groff, 
owner of Integrity Trailer 
Sales and Repairs, a new 
business in the site of the 
former Smith’s Sled Shop on 
Route 20. 

Located at 38 Russell 
Road, Integrity Trailer offers 
a range of sales and services 
including trailer repairs, parts 
sales for those who want to 
do their own work, selling 
and installing replacement 
truck beds, installing tow 
packages and installing strobe 
or reverse lights for plow 
contractors and emergency 
personnel. 

Groff grew up in New 
Jersey where he had worked 
as a shop foreman for a trail-
er company. He moved to 
the hilltowns in 2023 and 
began to build his own trail-
er business, starting a repair 
service at a friend’s garage 
in Westfield. While growing 
his business, he also worked 
for Lafond Septic and drove 
a bus. 

At this new site, people 
can come to purchase a trailer 
or have their existing trailers 
repaired, including replac-
ing lights, bearings or fend-
ers, changing tires, or having 
welding done. In the entry of 
the newly refurbished build-
ing is a community bulletin 
board where people are wel-
come to post their business 
cards and community notices.  

In addition to the store 
that offers hitches, parts, 
grease, oils and automotive 
lubricants, Groff sells light-
ing, tie downs, straps and 

chains. The thoroughly reno-
vated store has a comfortable 
seating area where custom-
ers can wait during repairs. 
“I want it to be an enjoyable 
place to do business,” Groff 
explained. 

The  bus ine s s  goes 
beyond trailer sales and 
services. From a counter 
indoors, patrons can purchase 
hand twisted pretzels from 
a Pennsylvania bakery and 
fresh roasted coffee beans 
that are sent from Guatemala 
by his second cousin. The 
coffee, he reports, is grown 
without the use of pesticides. 
This fall, Groff will add fresh 
dried mangoes and pineapple, 
made without sugar or preser-
vatives, to the food options.

Outside, Groff also has 
an inventory of poly lawn fur-
niture, including adirondack 
chairs, gliders and outdoor 
dinette sets. He described 
these as solid pieces of out-
door furniture that will not rot 
or require staining. As such, it 
costs more than wooden fur-
niture. These pieces are made 
in Pennsylvania from “lum-
ber” made of recycled plas-
tic and using stainless steel 
screws. This furniture, he 
said, will last for many years. 

Also in the outdoor fur-
niture area are sample fire 
pits that can be made to order. 
Along with metal barn art, 
these are created by a friend 
using a C & C plasma cutter. 

In planning his business, 
Groff surveyed the area and 
thought about things that the 
community would find use-
ful. To that end, he is also 
opening a U-Haul dealership 
on this site later this summer. 
He will rent trucks, vans and 
trailers and also sell moving 
supplies and save hilltowners 

a trip out of the area.
It’s been a big couple of 

years for Groff. Before plan-
ning and opening Integrity 
Trailers, he moved to the 
area in 2023 and became a 
member of the Pioneer Valley 
Mennonite Fellowship in 
Russell. “The Mennonite part 
is not super important,” he 
said. “Being a Christian is the 
important part.”

Last December, he mar-
ried his wife Emily who came 
to the area after spending four 
years at a Mennonite mission 
in Peru. They occupy a home 
attached to the business and 
will welcome their first child 
next February. 

HUNTINGTON

Integrity Trailer opens in Huntington

In addition to trailers and 
related products/services, the 
business offers poly lawn and 
patio furniture, some healthy 
foods, and will open a U-Haul 
Rental this fall.

Turley Publications photos by 
Wendy Long

John Groff and his wife Emily 
have opened Integrity Trailer 
Sales and Repairs at their new 
business located at 38 Russell 
Road, Huntington.

Our advertisers
make this

publication
possible.

Let them know you 
saw their ad in the

Country
Journal
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PROPANE GAS
PLUMBING • HEATING

(413) 268-8360
TOLL FREE 1-800-464-2053

Family Owned & Operated
3 Berkshire Trail West (Route 9), P.O. Box 102, Goshen, MA 01032

www.georgepropane.com

George
PROPANE INC.

ARCHITECT
JEFFREY SCOTT PENN

77 Worthington Road, Huntington, MA 01050
Tel. 413-531-1868
Fax. 413-667-3082

Email: jspsed@verizon.net

new construction, renovation,
historic preservation

DOWN TO EARTH
EXCAVATING

413+667+ 5269

Highly Regarded Professionals: Complete Site Work,
Septic Development and Repairs. Fully insured.

INC

DOWN TO EARTH
EXCAVATING INC

Paul & Randy LaPointe, Owners Huntington, Mass.

Rev. Down to Earth ad #2:Davis  10/30/12  8:44 AM  Page 1

• Tune Ups
• Installations

• Oil Tanks

Huntington, Massachusetts

Office 413.667.0245
Cell 413.530.7037

jeffsoilburnerservice@hotmail.com

FEED • PET SUPPLIES • CLOTHING • COAL 
WOOD PELLETS • WILD & CAGED BIRDSEED
 POOL SUPPLIES •  MOTOR OILS • FENCING
LAWN & GARDEN SUPPLIES • FERTILIZER

GATEWAY FARM & PET

59 RUSSELL ROAD, HUNTINGTON, MA 01050

1-413-667-2279
TARA GRENIER •  PAUL GRENIER

M-F 8am-5pm
Sat. 8am-4pm

BUSINESS 
DIRECTORY

46 Pitcher Street Donald Washburn
Montgomery, MA 01085   862-3301

Kirke R. Henshaw, Inc.
Water Well Drilling, Water Pump Sales & Service

800-232-4725 • Fax 413-296-4565
Charles R. Henshaw

130 Cummington Rd., W. Chesterfield, MA • 413-296-4725

Water
Testing

•
Water System

Repairs

System
Evaluations

•
Hydrofracture

to Increase Flow

Paul’s
Plumbing & Heating

238-0303
PAUL GRAHAM
Mass. License 23299

FULLY LICENSED & INSURED 
Huntington, MA • 413-667-3149

dalesstructuralandcarpentry.com

Dale’s
Home Improvement • Additions • Restorations • Repairs

Sagging Floors - Beams - Columns
Sill Timbers - Termite Damage

Foundation Repairs - Piers & Footings 
Chimney Rebuilds

Structural 
& Carpentry

Post 
& Beam 
Repairs

Contact 
Wendy Delcamp

TO ADVERTISE AT
413-283-8393

or email:
wdelcamp@turley.com

FLORENCE –  The 
Florence Bank announces 
the promotion of eight team 
members.

S a r a h  D a r l i n g  o f 
Greenfield was promoted to 
senior vice president; Tim 
Deshaies of Holyoke, Elissa 
Langevin of Wilbraham, 
Dave Limero of Whately and 
Erin Prickett of Springfield 
were named first vice pres-
ident and Kim Downing of 
Wilbraham, Alissa Fuller of 
Ware and Andrew Tulis of 
Northampton were elevated 
to vice president.

Dar l ing  jo ined  the 
bank’s team in 1985 and has 
40 years of banking experi-
ence. As the bank’s treasurer, 
she will continue to oversee 
financial management of the 
bank and its financial report-
ing. She currently serves as 
board member and treasur-
er for the Lilly Library in 
Florence.

With 39 years of bank-
ing experience, Deshaies 
manages branch operations 
to support the bank’s strate-
gic goals. He will continue 
to manage projects, soft-
ware programs, vendors and 
branch risk. Deshaies has 

a bachelor’s degree and a 
master’s degree in business 
administration from Western 
New England College. 

Langevin joined the 
bank’s team in 2007 and has 
40 years of banking experi-
ence. As area manager and 
retail development director, 
she will continue to over-
see the bank’s branch man-
agers, providing leadership, 
employee development and 
training. She serves as trea-
surer and board member of 
the Belchertown Day School.

Limero joined the bank 
in 2015 and has 16 years of 
banking experience. Using 
his skills in project manage-
ment, expense management, 
vendor contract negotiation 
and business process auto-

mation, he will continue to 
oversee all aspects of cor-
porate project management, 
IT operations, deposit oper-
ations and business intelli-
gence.

Prickett is a 15-year 
employee of Florence Bank 
and will continue to over-
see and manage the bank’s 
compliance programs and 
digital banking initiatives, 
combining strategic thinking 
with extensive knowledge 
of banking regulations and 
a strong background in digi-
tal transformation. She has a 
bachelor’s degree in mathe-
matics from the University of 
Connecticut and is a graduate 
of the New England School 
for Financial Studies.

With 41 years of bank-

ing experience, Downing 
oversees  the  Chicopee 
Branch and will continue to 
provide superior professional 
service to internal and exter-
nal customers. This includes 
supporting and training her 
team and handling mortgage 
and home equity accounts. 
She serves as a board mem-
ber for the Therapeutic 
E q u e s t r i a n  C e n t e r  i n 
Holyoke and committee 
member for The Chicopee 
Boys and Girls Club.

Fuller joined the bank’s 
team in 2022 and has 25 
years of banking experience. 
She will continue to oversee 
Florence Bank’s overall com-
pliance program and ensures 
adherence to federal and 
state regulations as well as 

the CRA regulation, which 
requires the bank to meet the 
credit needs within the com-
munities it serves, particular-
ly in low- and moderate-in-
come neighborhoods. 

Tu l i s  i s  a  14 -yea r 
employee of Florence Bank 
and will continue to be 
responsible for ensuring 
compliance with laws and 
regulations by developing 
and adhering to policies and 
procedures that oversee the 
Bank Secrecy Act program, 
Anti-Money Laundering pro-
gram and Office of Foreign 
Asset Control compliance. 

Matt Garrulity, presi-
dent and CEO of Florence 
Bank, said, “We are thrilled 
to announce these well-de-
served promotions. They are 

all dedicated and valued team 
members who consistently 
deliver great results. They 
have been key assets to the 
bank for many years.”

Florence Bank is  a 
mutual savings bank char-
tered in 1873. Currently, 
the bank serves the Pioneer 
Valley through 12 full-ser-
vice branch locations in 
Florence,  Northampton, 
Easthampton, Williamsburg, 
A m h e r s t ,  H a d l e y , 
B e l c h e r t ow n ,  G r a n b y, 
Chicopee, West Springfield 
and Springfield. Additionally, 
it offers 23 ATMs and a wide 
range of financial services, 
including investment man-
agement through Florence 
Financial Group to consum-
ers and businesses.

Florence Bank promotes eight officers to new positions
FLORENCE

CHURCH 
DIRECTORY

Pioneer Valley 
Assembly of God
Pastor Javier Melendez
63 Old Chester Rd., 
Huntington MA 01050
413 667-3196
pvaglife@gmail.com
www.pioneervalleyag.org
Facebook: Pioneer Valley 
Assembly of God
Sunday service: 10:30 a.m.

Hilltown Community Church
Rev. Dr. Robert Perreault
55 Main St., Russell, MA 01071
413.275.3232
Office: 413.862.3341
hilltownchurch3341@gmail.com
Sunday Mornings 10 a.m.

First Congregational Church of Williamsburg
4 North Main St., Williamsburg, MA
(413)268-7557 • burgychurch@gmail.com
burgychurch.org
Facebook: First Congregational Church of Williamsburg 
YouTube Channel: www.youtube.com/channel/UCdyH1EA-fduamqHYeekxw5w
Office Hours: Tuesdays through Friday 9 a.m. - noon
Days and Hours of Services: Sundays at 10 a.m.

Holy Family Parish
Rev. Ronald F. Sadlowski, known as Fr. Ron
5 Main St., Russell, MA 01071
413-862-4418
Office Hours: No set times. Please call, leave a voice message or email
holyfamilyrussell.org • parish@holyfamilyrussell.org
Saturday Vigil: 5 p.m.
Sunday Masses: 8:15 a.m. & 11 a.m.

Your
Church

Community

HELP WANTED 
Town of Chesterfield

HIGHWAY DEPT. DRIVER/LABORER
The Chesterfield Highway Department is seeking applications for a full-
time position of Driver/Laborer/Heavy Equipment Operator.  Interested 
applicants must have a valid MA Driver’s license (CDL Class B required 
with air brakes endorsement), and have  a 2A Hoister’s License.  Must 
be able to pass a pre-employment physical examination and drug test. 

See the Town’s website for the Job Description, 
www.townofchesterfieldma.com.

Position open until filled.
Email to townadmin@townofchesterfieldma.com or mail to:
 Chesterfield Town Administrator
 PO Box 299
 Chesterfield, MA 01012 EOE

Sarah Darling Tim Deshaies Elissa Langevin Dave Limero Erin Prickett Kim Downing Alissa Fuller Andrew Tulis

CHESTERFIELD

CHESTERFIELD – 
The town wide tag sale will 
take place Saturday, Sept. 6 
from 8 a.m.-2 p.m.

Rain date is Sunday, 
Sept. 7; some households 
will open rain or shine. 
Sunday hours could be 
shorter and people may find 
free piles of left overs. 

On Craigslist, people 

will find a listing of the 
homes having sales. A few 
locations will be hosting 
multi-families with a vari-
ety of items from buttons to 
wicker for sale. Maps will 
be available at many hous-
es.

Francine Frenier is 
organizing the sale and 
looking for folks who want 

to sell their treasures or give 
things away for free. People 
may call her can at 413-
695-4991 or email at fran-
cine.frenier@gmail.com.

There will be 22 loca-
tions with a few offering 
baked goods and lemonade. 
There is a fundraiser for the 
Cancer Connection at one 
of the locations.

Town wide yard sale set for Sept. 6
NORTHAMPTON

NORTHAMPTON – 
There’s still plenty of time 
to complete the Summer 
Reading tracker and pick up 
a prize at Fobes Library, 20 
West St.

Readers of all  ages 
including adults can win a 
free book and enter fun raf-
fles in the Summer Reading 
Program, which runs through 
the end of August. 

They  may  s top  by 
the Children’s Desk or the 
Reference Desk for more 
information. On Saturday, 
Aug. 30 from 1-3:30 p.m. 
there will be an end of sum-
mer reading party.This event 
is open to readers of all ages; 
all are invited to celebrate a 
summer of good reading.

Zikina concert  wil l 
be held on Saturday, Aug. 

30 from 2-3:30 p.m. They 
should bring a lawn chair or 
blanket.

Zikina is a group of peo-
ple, who came from across 
continents and cultures to 
show that despite all the forc-
es in the world that empha-
size the differences and try to 
pull us apart, they can come 
together to make something 
beautiful and new. 

Library holds summer reading party
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By Julie Midura
Guest Columnist

Wh e n  y o u ’ r e 
a t t e m p t i n g  t o 
hike every trail 

in all six of the Federally 
Designated Wilderness areas 
in the White Mountains, you 
can’t just skip a trail just 
because it takes you out of 
your comfort zone. 

At 1,200 vertical feet 
in just half a mile, North 
Tripyramid Slide is known 
as one of the steepest trails 
in New England and is also 
on the New Hampshire 
Terrifying 25 hiking list. The 
granite slide requires hand-

over-hand climbing using 3 
points of contact on steep, 
exposed rock slabs and is 
not recommended for the 
descent.

There are actually three 
potential routes up the slide; 
left, middle, and right. 

The far left route is not 
the actual slide, but appears 
to be very popular based on 
how well-worn the steep 
dirt path has become over 
the years. I’m guessing that 
anyone with an ounce of 
self-preservation and a strong 
desire to hug trees chooses 
this route. 

The Terrifying Tripyramid Slide

Dear Rusty: 
I’m 64 and my wife is 

62. If my wife starts her 
own benefit now, she will 
get about $700 on her 
own at 62. I will retire 
next year and claim Social 
Security when I am 65. 
SSA says my wife can draw 
$1,100 under spousal ben-
efits, so if she claims now 
will they give her spousal 
benefits of $1,100 or does 
she need to wait until I 
claim at age 65 to get the 
$1,100? 

Signed: 
Trying to Understand 

 
Dear Trying: 

If your wife is now 62, 
then her Full Retirement 
Age for Social Security 
purposes is age 67 and if 
she claims any SS benefit 
before reaching her FRA, 
the amount will be reduced 
for early claiming. If your 
wife were to claim now 
(before you), she would 
get only her own SS retire-
ment amount (the $700 
amount), and that would 
be a reduction of about 
30% from what she would 
get if she waited until her 
FRA to claim.  

 Your wife cannot 
get a “spousal boost” (an 
additional amount as your 
spouse) until you claim 
your SS retirement benefit 
(at age 65?). And her ben-
efit as your spouse at that 
time will also be reduced 
because she will not have 
yet reached her FRA. If 
your wife is already col-
lecting her own SS retire-
ment benefit when you 
later claim, she will be 
given her “spousal boost” 
to make her benefit equal 
what she is entitled to 
as your spouse. But her 
total monthly benefit as 
your spouse will also be 
reduced because it will be 
awarded before her FRA. 
The only way your wife 
can get her full spou-
sal benefit from you is 
to wait until she is 67 to 
claim Social Security. If 
she claims any earlier, her 
monthly amount will be 
permanently reduced.  

FYI ,  i f  you  p l an 
to claim at age 65, you 
should also be aware that 
your full retirement age 
(FRA) is also age 67 and 
claiming at age 65 will 
mean that you will get 
about 87% of the amount 
you would get if you wait-
ed until age 67 to claim. 
Again, these reductions 

are permanent, except for 
normal Cost of Living 
Adjus tmen t s  awarded 
annually thereafter.  

Having said all of that, 
deciding when each of you 
should claim your Social 
Security benefit is a mat-
ter of financial need, while 
also considering your life 
expectancy. If your life 
expectancy is short and/or 
you need the money, then 
claiming early is likely the 
right decision. But if your 
life expectancy is longer 
and you don’t urgently 
need the money, then you 
might both consider wait-
ing longer to claim a high-
er monthly amount and get 
more in cumulative life-
time benefits.  

Finally, please remem-
ber that whenever SS is 
claimed before full retire-
ment age, Social Security 
has an annual earnings test 
which limits how much 
can be earned by work-
ing while collecting early 
SS benefits. The earnings 
limit for 2025 is $23,400 
and, if that is exceeded, SS 
will take back $1 in ben-
efits for every $2 over the 
limit (they take back by 
withholding future SS pay-
ments). FYI, the earnings 
limit for those who claim 
SS early changes (increas-
es a bit) yearly and goes 
away entirely once full 
retirement age is reached. 
So, if either or both of you 
are working, you should 
evaluate whether claim-
ing your Social Security 
benefit early (before your 
respective FRA) is a pru-
dent choice. 

T h e  A s s o c i a t i o n 
M a t u r e  C i t i z e n s 
Foundation and its staff 
are not affiliated with or 
endorsed by the Social 
Security Administration 
or  any other  govern-
mental entity. This arti-
cle is intended for infor-
mat ion  purposes  and 
does not represent legal 
or financial guidance. It 
presents  the  opinions 
and interpretations of 
the Association Mature 
Ci t i zens  Foundat ion’s 
staff, trained and accredit-
ed by the National Social 
Security Association  To 
submit a question, visit 
amacfoundation.org/pro-
grams/social-security-ad-
visory or email us at ssad-
visor@amacfoundation.
org. Russell Gloor is a 
Social Security advisor for 
AMAC.

GUEST COLUMN

My daughter, Paula 
and family enjoy 
watching a large 

flock of cedar waxwings by 
the bridge near Hardwick 
Pizza  in Gilbertville. They 
also watch “tons” of bats 
leave the chimney of the old 
senior center each night at 
dusk. Some nights there must 
be about 50 of them. They 
fly out and then make big 
circles around the building 
while screeching. They do a 
great job of controlling the 
mosquitoes population.  

The cedar  waxwing 
is one of the few North 
American birds that special-
ize in eating fruit. 

It can survive on fruit 
alone for several months. It 
is a silky smooth songbird 
with a black mask, tan head 
and breast, yellow belly and 
grayish brown under parts. 
The tail has a yellow band at 
the tip and some wing feath-
ers have waxy red tips, hence 
the name waxwing. 

Adults perch on high, 
exposed perches where they 
are easily seen and heard. 
They also have a prominent 
crest. During courtship males 
and females pass a small 
fruit or other item back and 
forth. The cedar waxwing 
is medium sized and sleek. 
Their crest often lies flat and 
droops over the back of the 

head. Waxwings are social 
birds and often seen in flocks 
year round. They sit in fruit-
ing trees swallowing berries 
whole or pluck them I mid-
air with a brief fluttering 
hover. They also course over 
water for insects, “flying like 
slightly, clumsy swallows.”

It takes the female about 
five to six days to build a 
nest. They occasionally take 
nesting materials from other 
birds nests. 

Helping birds
A reader from South 

Hadley suggested I include 
a section about ways to help 
birds. She even provided sev-
eral tips for future columns. 
In hot weather and during 
dry periods, it is important 
for birds to have a clean, cool 
source of water. Even some-
thing as simple as putting out 
a bird bath and water dishes 
and keeping the water clean 
and cool during the summer 
heat will help birds. 

Many people don’t real-
ize that birds get dehydrated 
and the bird baths help them 
keep cool but equally import-
ant, maintain the health of 
their feathers. A bird bath 
doesn’t have to be fancy, 
even an old ceramic serving 
dish would work as long as 
the water isn’t too deep. One 
reader, who sends emails 

quite frequently has a more 
elaborate system with a drip-
ping water. 

South Hadley birds
A South Hadley resident 

emailed she hears an owl in 
her neighborhood, but has 
never seen it. She reported 
seeing red tailed hawks and 
turkey vultures. When she 
sees road kill, she moves it to 
a safe spot away from traffic 
so that vultures don’t get hit 
by cars. 

Great blue heron at 
MacDonalds

Sa tu rday  n igh t  my 
daughter, Paula, took the 
girls to the McDonald’s in 
Ware just as it was getting 
dark. A great blue heron flew 
into the parking lot from the 
river across the street and 
tried to unsuccessfully land 
on top of a lamp post. When 
it couldn’t, it flew just a few 
feet over their heads into the 
swamp in the back of the 
parking lot. 

People may report a 
bird sighting or bird relat-
ed experience by calling me 
at 413-967-3505, leaving a 
message at extension 100, 
emailing mybackyard88@
aol.com or edowner@tur-
ley.com or mailing to Barre 
Gazette, P.O. Box 448, Barre, 
MA 01005.

GUEST COLUMN

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters

Can my wife get her 
full spousal benefit at 62
or must she wait?

Cedar waxwing

HIKING, page 5
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The far right route is 
clearly the least used-cov-
ered in slick moss, with no 
trees to grab onto and pro-
viding little in the way of 
traction. I would say this is 
the route you take when your 
brain hasn’t fully developed 
yet. Which, ‘scientifically’ 
speaking, is anyone under 
the age of 28. 

A n d  t h e  s p a c e  i n 
between the left and the 
right? Well, that’s the route 
for those who want to experi-
ence the thrill of rock scram-
bling without the benefit of 
rope, while still feeling like 
Spider-Man on the way up. 

W h e n  To m  a n d  I 
reached the base of the slide, 
I told him I wanted to take 
the dirt path on the left. My 
68-year-old husband replied, 
“I came here to climb a rock-
slide, so I’m going to stay to 
the right.”

Now, at 60 years old, I 
fall somewhere in between 
the age at which brain cells 
become fully developed and 
the age at which they start to 
decline, so I was completely 
against taking the moss-cov-
ered route on the right. I 
suggested we compromise 
and stay on the middle sec-
tion, which is still part of the 
slide, but with far less moss, 
meaning far less chance 
of plunging to our death. 

However, Tom-who is usual-
ly the more rational one-was 
intent on taking the hardest 
route to the top. Unwilling 
to stray far from my safety 
net, I reluctantly followed 
behind. 

Until, that is, my feet 
began slipping on the wet 
moss, at which point, I found 
a small crevice in the granite 
and slowly worked my way 
left until I was on the mid-
dle section. Tom, however, 
remained undeterred, and 
continued up the mountain a 
couple dozen feet to the right 
of me. 

Although I was relieved 
to be on dry rock, the middle 
part of the slope was no less 
steep. I managed to scramble 
upward on all fours for about 
25 feet, until the angle of the 
slope became so perilous-
ly steep that it was impos-
sible to continue upward. I 
scanned the smooth granite 
to the left and right of me, 
looking for something, any-
thing, to grab onto. I saw 
nothing. With my toes bal-
ancing on a mere half-inch 
lip in the rock, I didn’t 
have enough momentum to 
hurl myself upwards. And 
there was no possibility of 
down-climbing. I clung to 
the rock, unable to move in 
any direction, paralyzed with 
fear. 

The sound of my racing 
heart assaulted my ears and 
my arms began shaking. My 
entire body became drenched 
in  persp i ra t ion .  Sweat 
dripped down my face, sting-
ing my eyes, but I dared not 
pull one hand away from 
the rock to wipe it away. All 
rational thought evaporated 
and panic surged within me 
with every ragged breath. 

To m  a t t e m p t e d  t o 
encourage me from his own 
precarious position. “There’s 
a slight projection on your 
left,” he said. “Trust your 
trail runners. You got this!”

It was fight or flight, 
and there was no way to flee. 
I extended my left hand as 
far as I could to feel for the 
slight protrusion Tom was 
referring to. Once my fin-
gers found it, I took a deep 
breath, then used every 
ounce of strength I had in my 
quaking arms to haul myself 
up onto a slight depression in 
the rock above me. I grabbed 
onto the trunk of a nearby 
shrub and clung to it in a 
death-grip while waiting for 
my heart rate to settle back 
into a normal rhythm. 

Tom, in the meantime, 
was facing his own set of 
challenges just twenty feet 
to my right. He was unable 
to move upward himself due 
to how steep the slide had 

become. However, unlike 
me, he has no fear of steep, 
open rock slabs. He felt the 
rock below his hands until he 
found a small split and used 
the very tips of his fingers to 
work his way over to me. 

Thankfully, the trail 
soon turned from large, open 
slabs to loose boulders and 
gravel. No less physically 
challenging, but somewhat 
less mentally demanding. 
I find that taking a step 
upward and feeling the 
mountain slide down below 
my feet is far less terrifying 
than scrambling on all fours 
on a smooth slab of granite. 

When we finally reached 
the top of the slide, Tom and 
I heaved a sigh of relief. I 
was filled with jubilation, not 
only for having completed 
EVERY trail in the Sandwich 
Wilderness, but also for 
making it up the single most 
terrifying trail we had ever 
attempted. I did not feel 
brave, rather, empowered. 

I had not overcome my 
fears, rather I had charged 
into them with shaking arms 
and quaking legs. In doing 
so, I learned that sometimes 
the fear does not go away, so 
you just need to do it afraid. 
And perhaps, just perhaps, 
that is where courage begins.

See you in the wild plac-
es, my friends.

BLANDFORD

B L A N D F O R D  – 
William Justin Hyland of 
Otis volunteered his time last 
week to work on completing 
landscape basics at the new 
pavilion on the fairgrounds. 

The Massachuset ts 
Department of Agricultural 

Resources awarded the Fair 
a $100,000 grant for the its 
construction located just 
to the east of the historic 
Calling Tower, where a per-
formance stage was original-
ly located.

The old stage is gone 

and in its place is a new 
structure that will last a life-
time. The building is 30 feet 
by 80 feet on a concrete pad. 
A metal roof and ceiling plus 
a storage unit at the south 
end hold the promise for 
many future events.

This “Prayer of the Woods” is posted at the parking lot for 
the Carl Herrick Knittel Conservation Area at the end of 
Herrick Road in Blandford. A Blandford resident suggested 
the correspondent take a photo of this sign.

Turley Publications photo by Mary Kronholm

CONSERVATION AREA SPORTS UNIQUE SIGN

During the meet-
ing, Select Board Chair 
Cara Letendre thought it 
to be a 40-hour job. She 
asked the commissioners 
present, Keier and Peter 
Thayer, “if you could 
afford a full time, would 
that be ideal for you?” 
Keier responded, “I think 
so.”

Letendre asked if 
$100,000 or more would 
be sufficient. Keier said 
for a city that would 
work, but for Blandford, 
which has “a smaller 
system” it would be too 
much. 

Letendre asked if the 
superintendent position 
and primary water opera-
tor could be wrapped into 
one, which is possible. 
Regarding the compen-
sation scale, the board’s 
research came up with 
$108,000 and proposed a 
starting rate of $85,000. 
This posi t ion would 
include benefits.

Funds will have to 
be moved and a Special 
Town Meeting will have 
to be held with Monday, 
Sept. 22 as a new pro-
posed date for the meet-
ing.

this…” and she brought up 
the PVPC 64-page document 
identifying best locations for 
solar projects, which includ-
ed contact information.

“I do not feel PVPC has 
Blandford’s best interest at 
heart.”

After continued discus-
sion the board approved the 
contract and to use PVPC on 
an as needed basis. “We will 
decide as a board…to use 
them.”

The other contract was 
for a peer review of a solar 
project at 30 Huntington 
Road by CEI for $6,500 to 
be done in time for the hear-
ing. The board approved 
unanimously.

The flood plain bylaw 
was approved at the Annual 
Town Meeting, but the board 
is looking for the newly 
updated flood plain maps. 
There need to be an addition-
al bylaw to include the maps.

Wilander wanted to 
make sure everyone has seen 
the notice from the Town 
Administrator about upcom-
ing concerns.

There are two Battery 
Energy Storage Systems, the 
50 mega watt adjacent to the 
Eversource substation is on 
hold while the 200 mega-
watt proposed installation is 
across the street.

The peer review for 89 
Chester Road is ready for a 
possible Sept. 3 hearing. 

New board members 
will get their own town of 
Blandford email addresses. 

O’Connor asked about 
deadlines and Wilander said 
the legal is in the loop and is 
well aware of the deadlines.

Sarah Malanson asked 
about what happens after the 
public hearing? Wilander 
said that the board will 
take into consideration all 
the recommendations from 

the other boards, residents 
and information from other 
towns. “There’s a huge 
amount of information” that 
goes into the decision-mak-
ing process.

There will be a Special 
Town Meet ing accord-
ing to Letendre with three 
non-binding questions ask-
ing if the Town should 
spend resources fighting 
Eversource, BESS installa-
tions and other solar instal-
lations. She said the Select 
Board will take that vote into 
consideration. A tentative 
date is September 22 and 
will let everyone know when 
it is firm.

Another resident sug-
gested the town have a plan 
going forward and not try to 
do things after the fact. “An 
organized group” is needed. 

Letendre said, “If peo-
ple work with us it will be 
more beneficial to the town.

BOARD	 from page 1

WATER from page 1

There were over 30 residents who attended the August 6 Planning Board meeting.
Turley Publications photo by Mary Kronholm

BLANDFORD – Tom 
Ackley,  Rick  Barnard , 
L o r r a i n e  B e a n ,  L e i s a 
Hollings, Barbara Langmore, 
John Tuttle, Neil MacKinnon, 
Mary Martin and Sue Racine 
all have August birthdays 

and were recognized at the 
Council on Aging luncheon 
Friday, Aug. 8.

Joann Martin’s menu 
included beef chili or turkey 
chili with corn bread fol-
lowed by peach cobbler for 

dessert. 
Breakfast  is  set  for 

Friday, Aug. 22 at 10 a.m. 
with blueberry French toast 
with maple sausage links, 
sliced melon and Bloody 
Mary deviled eggs.

COA honors August birthdays

Mary Martin Leisa Hoillings Barbara Langmore Neil MacKinnon

William Hyland of Otis volunteered his time to landscape the new pavilion on the Blandford 
Fairgrounds. Turley photo by Mary Kronholm

Volunteer completes 
basic landscaping of 
new pavilion



page 6	 Country Journal  •  Thursday, August 14, 2025

C H E S T E R  –  T h e 
Chester Council on Aging 
located in the lower level of 
15 Middlefield Road invites 
sen iors  on  Wednesday, 

Aug. 20 at 12:30 p.m., for a 
Brownie Sundae Party. 

Then, on Friday, Aug. 
22 from 4:30–6:30 p.m., 
they can get creative at 

the Paint-a-Martini-Glass 
event. 

Seats are l imited so 
people should call  413-
354-7735 to reserve a spot.

COA lists upcoming events

CHESTER

The Chester Council on Aging recently held a paint a planter event. This is a display of their planters.
Submitted photos

Liz Massa stands by her granite quarry exhibit she displayed at the Littleville Fair the 
weekend of Aug. 1, 2 and 3. Turley Publications photo by Deborah Daniels

LIZ MASSA EXHIBITS AT LITTLEVILLE FAIR

CHESTER – The First 
Congregational Church of 
Chester will hold their wor-
ship service at 10 a.m. this 

Sunday.  
The Gospel reading for 

the week is Luke 12:32-40.  
Pastor Susan Borsella will 

preach about “Expecting the 
Unexpected.” This is an open 
and affirming congregation.  
Everyone is welcome.

FCC holds Sunday worship

MIDDLEFIELD

MIDDLEFIELD – For 
those interested in quilt-
ing and don’t know how 
to get started come to the 
Middlefield Public Library 
located at 188 Skyline Trail, 

on Thursday, Aug. 21 from 
1-4 p.m. for their first ever 
quilt show. 

There will be a small 
display of quilts of all 
types from hand-stitched to 

machine-quilted and every-
thing in between including 
vintage new and quilts-in-
progress.

Library to host quilt show
OTIS

OTIS  –  Motor i s t s 
are advised that North 
Blandford Road between 
Algerie Road and Lincoln 

Road will be closed to thru 
traffic now until possibly 
Monday, Aug. 18 from 7 
a.m.- 3 p.m. for road con-

struction.  
Motorists should seek 

an alternate route during 
that time. 

Roadwork closes section of 
North Blandford Road

Town of Blandford
Conservation Commission

Public Notice
At its regularly scheduled 

public meeting on Monday, Au-
gust 25, 2025, at 6:00 PM  at 
the Blandford Town Hall, 1 Rus-
sell Stage Road, the Blandford 
Conservation Commission will 
consider a Request for Determi-
nation of Applicability (RDA) 
received from Gibbs Brook, LLC 
c/o Marco Addonizio of Blue 
Wave Energy as the Applicant. 
The RDA is related to the pro-
posed development of a Com-
mercial Solar Array and asso-
ciated installations. The project 
location is 30 Huntington Road 
at Parcels 416- 10, 11, 12. The 
Conservation Commission will 
make its determination in accor-
dance with the provisions of the 
Wetlands Protection Act, M.G.L. 
c 131, Sec. 40 (as amended).

Project plans and additional 
information are on record in the 
Office of the Conservation Com-
mission.

Richard Gates, Chair
Town of Blandford 

Conservation Commission
08/14/2025

Town of Blandford
Conservation Commission

Public Notice
At its regularly scheduled 

public meeting on Monday, Au-
gust 25, 2025, at 6:00 PM  at 
the Blandford Town Hall, 1 Rus-
sell Stage Road, the Blandford 
Conservation Commission will 
consider a Request for Determi-
nation of Applicability (RDA) 
received from Marco Addonizio 

of Blue Wave Energy as the Ap-
plicant. The RDA is related to 
the proposed development of a 
4.04 MW DC ground-mounted 
solar photovoltaic (PV) array, a 
battery energy system (BESS), 
and associated equipment pads. 
The project location is 89 Ches-
ter Road at Parcel 408-19.1. The 
Conservation Commission will 
make its determination in accor-
dance with the provisions of the 
Wetlands Protection Act, M.G.L. 
c 131, Sec. 40 (as amended).

Project plans and additional 
information are on record in the 
Office of the Conservation Com-
mission.

Richard Gates, Chair
Town of Blandford 

Conservation Commission
08/14/2025

Town of Blandford
Conservation Commission

Public Notice
At its regularly scheduled 

public meeting on Monday, Au-
gust 25, 2025, at 6:00 PM  at 
the Blandford Town Hall, 1 Rus-
sell Stage Road, the Blandford 
Conservation Commission will 
consider a Request for Determi-
nation of Applicability (RDA) 
received from Gregoire Girard as 
the Applicant. The RDA is relat-
ed to the proposed construction 
of a single-family home and as-
sociated site improvements with 
portions of site work located 
within the buffer zone to a Bor-
dering Vegetated Wetland. The 
project location is Crooks Road 
at Parcel 422-15.1. The Conser-
vation Commission will make 
its determination in accordance 

with the provisions of the Wet-
lands Protection Act, M.G.L. c 
131, Sec. 40 (as amended).

Project plans and additional 
information are on record in the 
Office of the Conservation Com-
mission.

Richard Gates, Chair
Town of Blandford 

Conservation Commission
08/14/2025

TOWN OF HUNTINGTON 
C ONSERVATION 

COMMISSION
NOTICE OF 

PUBLIC HEARING
The Huntington Conservation 

Commission will hold a public 
meeting on August 27th, 2025 at 
7:30 in the Huntington Town Hall 
to review a Notice of Intent sub-
mitted by Eduard Nudniy.  The 
proposed activity is for a Single 
Family Home and Septic System 
located at Lot 1 Goss Hill Road, 
the corner of Goss Hill Road and 
Kimble Road.  This hearing is in 
accordance with M.G.L. Chapter 
131 Section 40 of the Wetland 
Protection Act. 

The Huntington Conservation 
Commission

08/14/2025

LEGAL ADVERTISEMENT
TOWN OF HUNTINGTON

STANTON AVENUE 
INFRASTRUCTURE 

IMPROVEMENT PROJECT 
– PHASE 1

The Town of Huntington in-
vites sealed Bids for the Stanton 
Avenue Improvement Project 
– Phase 1. Sealed bids will be 
received at the offices of the Pi-

oneer Valley Planning Commis-
sion, 60 Congress Street, Spring-
field, Massachusetts 01104 until 
2:00 p.m., prevailing time, on 
Wednesday August 20, 2025 at 
which time said bids will be pub-
licly opened and read aloud.

The project is being admin-
istered by the Pioneer Valley 
Planning Commission (PVPC) 
and funded by the Massachusetts 
Executive Office of Housing and 
Livable Communities, FY24 
Huntington Community Devel-
opment Block Grant Programs.

The Base Bid scope of work 
includes installation of approxi-
mately 1,090 feet of 8-inch duc-
tile iron water main, eleven water 
service connections, thirteen pre-
cast concrete drainage structures, 
960 linear feet of 12-inch HDPE 
drain pipe, 310 linear feet of 
8-inch PVC sanitary sewer, one 
sanitary sewer manhole, trench 
repair, asbestos cement pipe re-
moval and disposal, and associ-
ated work.

 The estimated project cost for 
the Base Bid is $677,000.

 Contract Documents, includ-
ing plans and specifications, may 
be viewed electronically begin-
ning Wednesday July 30, 2025. 
Bid Forms and Contract Docu-
ments will be available at www.
biddocs.com (may be viewed 
electronicallyand downloaded at 
no cost) or hard copies may be 
purchased online at www.biddocs
.com or at Nashoba Blue, Inc. at 
433 Main Street, Hudson, MA 
01749 (978-568-1167).

Bids shall be accompanied by 
a bid deposit in the amount of 

five (5%) of the greatest possi-
ble bid amount, considering all 
alternates, and made payable to 
the Town of Huntington.

 All bids for this project are 
subject to the provisions and 
minimum wage rates required by 
M.G.L. c.30, §39M as amended, 
and M.G.L. c.149, §§26 to 27H, 
inclusive. All applicable Federal 
minimum wage rates and appli-
cable Federal labor standards 
shall also apply pursuant to the 
Davis-Bacon Act. When both 
State and Federal wage rates are 
applicable, the higher rate must 
be paid.

This project is subject to Build 
America, Buy America (BABA) 
requirements. A memorandum 
documenting BABA compliance 
shall be provided within 30-days 
of the Notice to Proceed.

 The Awarding Authority en-
courages, to the extent feasible, 
the use of minority-, women- and 
disadvantaged- owned business-
es for work under this contract 
and likewise encourages, to the 
greatest extent possible, that all 
bidders take affirmative steps to 
ensure training and employment 
for lower-income project area 
residents and award of subcon-
tracts to HUD-defined Section 3 
businesses. Bidders on the work 
shall make a good faith effort to 
achieve the goals of the Federal 
Minority and Women’s Business 
Enterprise (MBE/WBE) policy 
regarding utilization of MBEs 
and WBEs in order to be deemed 
a responsible bidder.

Bids may be changed or with-
drawn prior to the bid opening, 
but not within the sixty (60) days 
subsequent to the bid opening, 
by submission of such a change 
in writing in a sealed envelope, 
identifying the submitting party 
and indicating that it contains 
a correction of the bid for the 
Stanton Avenue Improvement 
Project, Huntington, MA.

 The lowest qualified respon-
sible bidder shall be awarded the 
contract subject to availability of 
funds under the

EOHLC Block Grant pro-
gram. The Town of Huntington, 
the Awarding and Contracting 
Authority, may cancel this Invi-
tation for Bid (IFB), in whole or 
in part, at any time that such an 
act is deemed in its best interest, 
reserves the right to waive any 
informality in the bidding or 
to reject any and all bids in to-
tal or in part as may be deemed 
to serve the best interest of the 

Town, and will not be responsi-
ble for any costs incurred by a 
bidder in preparing and submit-
ting a bid in response to this IFB. 
08/07, 08/14/2025

TOWN OF BLANDFORD 
PLANNING BOARD

NOTICE OF 
CONTINUANCE OF 

JUNE 4, 2025, 
PUBLIC HEARING

Pursuant to MGL, Ch. 40A 
Sec. 9 the Blandford Planning 
Board will continue its June 
4, 2025 Public Hearing at the 
Blandford Town Offices, 1 Rus-
sell Stage Road, Blandford, MA 
01008 at 6:05 pm on Wednes-
day, August 27, 2025. This 
hearing is scheduled under the 
following Blandford Zoning By-
Laws:  Section VIII – Ground 
Mounted Solar Photovoltaic In-
stallations and Section IX – Site 
Plan Review and Special Per-
mits. The Hearing is to consider 
the application for a request for 
a Site Plan Review and Special 
Permit for Peebles Brook, LLC, 
solar photovoltaic installation 
with battery energy storage sys-
tem, located at 89 Chester Road 
(Map 108, Parcel 19.1) in Bland-
ford, MA 01008.

The Project proposes the 
construction of a 4.04 mega-
watt (MW) direct current (DC) 
single-axis tracking solar pho-
tovoltaic (PV) installation with 
a battery energy storage system 
(BESS). The project will in-
volve construction of a gravel 
access road and minor grading 
for stormwater management fea-
tures on 32.6 acres, that is cur-
rently zoned as Agricultural.
The completed application and 
plans are available for public in-
spection at the Town Offices or on 
the Town of Blandford’s website: 
https://townofblandford.com/
planning-board-project-details/

You may also make an ap-
pointment to view a hard copy 
of these forms at the Town Hall 
by e-mailing the Planning Board 
Chair at: planning@townof
blandford.com.

Please submit comments, in 
writing, to the Blandford Plan-
ning Board at 1 Russell Stage 
Road, Blandford, MA 01008. 
Failure to make recommenda-
tions on the matter for review 
shall be deemed lack of opposi-
tion thereto. 

Edna Wilander, Vice Chair
08/14, 08/21/2024

PUBLIC NOTICES

EARLY
DEADLINES

In observance of LABOR DAY, 
PUBLIC NOTICES 

EARLY AD DEADLINE
Place your public notice 

no later than NOON

Thursday, August 28
– Thank you!

Turley Publications offers two types of 
obituaries.

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral 
date and place.

The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $275, 
which allows families to publish extended death 
notice information of their own choice and may 
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be submitted through a 
funeral home to: obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.

Obituary Policy
Country Journal
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WORTHINGTON

MONTEREY

MONTEREY – On 
Sa turday,  Aug.  23  a t 
11 a.m. Bidwell House 
Museum, 100 Art School 
Road, will offer an online 
program on the Battle of 
Louisbourg with Professor 
Amy Watson. Members are 
free and non-member are 
$15. 

Only one registration 
is required per household. 
Lecture will be held via 
Zoom at 11 a.m.

T h i s  w i l l  b e  t h e 
last history talk of the 
2025 season with  Dr. 
Amy Watson, from the 
University of Alabama at 
Birmingham.

In 1745, New England 
colonists launched a suc-
cessful expedition to con-
quer Louisbourg, a port in 
present-day Nova Scotia, 

which was then controlled 
by the French Empire. 
The original owner of the 
Bidwell House, Reverend 
Adonijah Bidwell,  was 
witness to this battle as 
the Chaplain of the fleet. 
In this  talk,  Dr.  Amy 
Watson will explain why 
New Englanders launched 
this invasion of a frig-
id Canadian port,  why 
they were forced to return 
it and what the Siege of 
Louisbourg can tell us 
about both British party 
politics and the origins of 
the American Revolution.

This lecture will be 
held via Zoom. Registration 
via the Museum event page 
is required, https://www.
bidwellhousemuseum.org/
event/the-battle-of-louis-
bourg/

Bidwell House 
Museum to host 
online program

W O R T H I N G T O N 
– The Worthington Road 
and Gun Club’s third annu-
al car show, 458 Dingle 
Road, Rte. 112, to benefit 
Special Operations Warrior 
Foundation will take place 
Saturday, Sept. 20 with 
gates opening at 8 a.m.

Judging will take place 

from 11 a.m.-1 p.m. and 
awards at 2 p.m. Rain date 
is Sunday, Sept. 21. 

Vehicles of all years 
are welcome.  Show vehi-
cle is $10 each and specta-
tors are free.

The fi rs t  100 cars 
wil l  get  dash plaques 
and a goodie bag. Music 

is by Back in Time and 
Westfield Cruisers. Food is 
available. There will be a 
Chinese raffle and 50/50 
raffle.

Vendors are welcome; 
10’ x 10’ space available 
for $20. If interested ven-
dors should emailWorth-
ingtonrgclub@gmail.com.

Rod and Gun Club 
to host car show

PITTSFIELD

P I T T S F I E L D  – 
Downtown Pittsfield, Inc. 
announces the final dates in 
a new summer dance series 
enti t led “Rhythmscape” 
held on Dunham Mall, 100 
North St., on Sunday after-
noons from 6-8 pm, through 
Sunday, Aug. 31. 

Each session highlights a 
different rhythm and instruc-
tor from our local commu-
nity, reflecting the many 
identities that make Pittsfield 
home. Rhythmscape encour-
ages everyone to experience 
the joy of movement and the 

beauty of cultural exchange. 
No experience is necessary to 
participate, and all events are 
free and open to the public.

Rhythmscape  seeks 
to activate public spaces in 
Downtown Pittsfield through 
joyful, inclusive dance and 
music events that celebrate 
community, movement, and 
cultural diversity.

Schedule of Instructors: 
Sunday, Aug. 17 Breaking 
wi th  Andres  Rami rez , 
Sunday, Aug 24: Learn the 
Basics of Chacarera accom-
panied by Live Percussion 

with Micaela Farías and 
Manu Uriona and 

Sunday, Aug. 31 BSKE 
Dance Community presents 
Michelle Decepida with DJ 
Jeffrey Jay - Beginner and 
intermediate level Bachata 
and Salsa lesson with social 
dancing

This series is support-
ed by MassDevelopment’s 
Transformative Development 
Initiative Cohort program in 
partnership with Downtown 
Pittsfield, Inc. and Mill Town 
Foundation.

More information on 

events above:
The sessions on Aug.17 

will feature the fundamen-
tals of Breaking with profes-
sional Breakdancer, Andres 
Ramirez. There will be an 
Opening Dance Cypher, 
Student Performance featur-
ing dancers from The Funk 
Box Dance Studio, and a 
Community Dance Class 
open to all ages and levels 
focusing on the fundamentals 
of Breaking, covering ele-
ments such as Toprock and 
Footwork.

At the Aug. 24 ses-

sion, discover the soul of 
Argentina through chacarera, 
a lively folk rhythm born in 
the rural provinces of north-
ern Argentina.

Rooted in centuries of 
cultural fusion, chacarera 
blends indigenous, Spanish, 
Latin, and African influenc-
es into a joyful, earthy dance 
that can be enjoyed in pairs, 
in groups, or solo.

I n  t h i s  s p e c i a l 
R h y t h m s c a p e  s e s s i o n , 
Micaela Farías will guide 
us through movements that 
awaken the body and ground 

the spirit, while Manu Urioa 
accompanies live on tradi-
tional drums - bringing the 
rhythm to life in real time.

This is more than a 
dance class - it’s an invitation 
to connect with your roots, 
awaken ancestral memory, 
and experience meditative 
movement through sound and 
tradition.

At the Aug. 31st session, 
the BSKE Dance Community 
will host Latin Dance les-
sons with Michelle Decepida 
accompanied by DJ Jeffrey 
Jay.

Downtown Pittsfield hosts final summer dance series

STOCKBRIDGE

STOCKBRIDGE – The 
Berkshire Art Center, in 
partnership with the histor-
ic Red Lion Inn, presents 
ceramic artist Lauren Skelly 
Bailey as its current Artist-
in-Residence, now through 
Sept. 1. 

Known for her richly 
textured ceramic sculptures 
that reference coral reefs, 
marine environments and 
natural cycles of transforma-
tion, Skelly Bailey brings a 
contemporary twist to tra-
ditional vessel forms-fusing 
history, surface and material 
innovation.

During her residency, 
Skelly Bailey is developing 
a new body of work inspired 
by the colors and character of 
the Red Lion Inn itself. Her 

signature coral-like surfac-
es-layered, vibrant, and ges-
tural are

applied to reimagined 
vessel shapes, connecting 
the past and present through 
clay. All works are com-
pleted at the Berkshire Art 
Center and will be exhibited 
throughout the Red Lion Inn, 
creating a unique dialogue 
between heritage and con-
temporary craft.

Visitors are invited to 
engage directly with the art-
ist in her studio, located at 
the Berkshire Art Center, 
Monday through Thursday 
from 9 a.m.-2 p.m. now 
through the end of the resi-
dency. Guests are

welcome to observe the 
creative process, ask ques-

tions, view completed works 
and learn more about Skelly 
Bailey’s unique approach to 
ceramics.

The artist is also offer-
ing informal tours of her 
installed works throughout 
the Inn and welcomes con-
versation, feedback and com-
munity interaction as part of 
her process. All works are 
available for

purchase through the 
Berkshire Art Center, sup-
porting both the artist and the 
local creative economy.

This residency offers a 
rare opportunity to witness 
the evolution of site-specific 
ceramic work in real time-
where tradition meets exper-
imentation, and where every 
piece tells a story shaped by 

place and process.
Lauren Skelly Bailey 

is also teaching a workshop 
at the Berkshire Art Center: 
Cold Glaze Applications 
on Saturday, Sept. 20 from 
9 a.m.-2 p.m. at Citizens’ 
Hall,  Stockbridge. Cold 
glaze applications that can 
be used on ceramics, wood, 
sculpture, and mixed-media 
artworks will be explored. 
Students will bring a piece 
from home to experiment 
with acrylics, flock, chrome, 
and resins. Students can reg-
ister here to secure their spot 
for this exciting workshop.

For more information 
or to schedule a visit, people 
may email the Berkshire Art 
Center at info@berkshireart-
center.org.

Lauren Bailey to exhibit ceramics

WO RT H I N G TO N  – 
Sevenars Academy, just off 
15 Ireland St., Rte. 112, will 
present The Sparky Quartet 
, a Jazz Finale on Sunday, 
Aug. 17 at 4 p.m.

Now in its third season 
at Sevenars, the sensational 
Sparky Quartet, formed in 
tribute to late master clarinet-
ist Bob Sparkman. Sparkman 
had long roots at Sevenars 
starting from Bob’s collab-
orations with treasured pia-
nist and composer Clifton 
J. “Jerry” Noble,  Jr., “Bob 
and Jerry.” With wonder-
fully versatile bassist Kara 
Noble, their jazz trio wiz-
ardry became a tradition as 
a Sevenars finale; no season 
could end without them.

In 2023, after Bob left 
this world, they brought on 
board the inimitable Chris 
Devine on violin and flute 
and the extraordinary  Jon 
Van Eps on percussion and 

became officially the Sparky 
Quartet. Together they make 
magic. Clifton Noble, Jr. is 
admired as composer and 
pianist throughout the United 
States and internationally, 
both as a classical artist and 
in jazz improvisation. Kara 
Noble brings her miraculous 
gifts on guitar, vocals and 
just about everything else. 
Chris Devine, brilliant vio-
linist/flutist plays in a mul-
titude of styles and instru-
ments and whose bio includes 
collaborating with Ritchie 
Blackmore of Deep Purple. 
Rounding off the quartet is 
John Van Eps, multifacet-
ed marimbist, composer, 
and producer, whose credits 
include producing remixes of 
Robert Lamm of Chicago.. 

They brought the house 
down in 2024 and will again 
this year. People may visit 
www.chrisdevine.com    or 
www.cliftonjnoblejr.com.

There is no required 
admission cost, however 
donations are welcome at 
the door. A $20 per person 
is suggested to help defray 
expenses of maintaining this 
magnificent historic concert 
hall and continuing to bring 
fine music to this idyllic set-
ting. Complimentary refresh-
ments are offered at intermis-
sion. 

This 2025 season is 
made possible in part by 
13 LCC’s (Local Cultural 
Councils) of the following 
towns: Amherst,  Becket, 
Blandford, Chesterfield, 
Goshen, Huntington, Lee, 
Middlefield, Montgomery, 
Russell, Westhampton, West 
Springfield, and Worthington.  
These LCC’s are local agen-
cies that are funded in part by 
the Massachusetts Cultural 
Council, a state agency, and 
the National Endowment for 
the Arts.

Sevenars Academy presents 
Sparky Quartet on Aug. 17

WORTHINGTON –  On 
Thursday, Aug. 21 the Council 
on Aging announces the grab 
and go lunch will be available 
for pickup from noon-1 p.m. at 
Town Hall.

The menu will be a 
choice of chicken and gravy or 
beef Wellington with stewed 
tomatoes, zucchini, dinner roil 
and fresh fruit. To reserve a 
meal, people may call or text 

413-238-1999 by Sunday, 
Aug. 17 and give their name, 
number of meals and the name 
of the person also receiving 
the meal and their meal choice. 

People should bring a bag 
with them to carry their meals 
to their cars. New enrollee 
applications are available at 
the Town Hall bulletin board, 
the COA bulletin board at 
Corners Grocery or download 

by visiting worthington-ma.
us/2015/08/august-grad-n-go-
senior-meal/. They can also 
fill one out when they come to 
pick up their meal. 

If they have any ques-
tions, they may call Phyllis 
Dassatti at 413-238-5962. 
The meals are sponsored by 
the Worthington Council On 
Aging and Highland Valley 
Elder Services.

COA offers grab and go lunch

STOCKBRIDGE – The 
Berkshire Botanical Garden, 
5 West Stockbridge Road, 
will host a free Spanish-
language garden tour and 
salsa dance lesson on Sunday, 
Sept. 7 from 5-8 p.m. 

Start the evening with 
food and drinks, then enjoy 
a self-guided Spanish audio 

tour through the gardens. 
After the tour, participants 
can join a salsa dance lesson 
and party led by Luana Dias 
David, a Brazilian performing 
artist, choreographer and cul-
tural educator whose dynam-
ic style blends the energy of 
Afro-Latin dance with ele-
ments of Samba, Capoeira, 

ballet, jazz, and breakdancing.
L u a n a  D i a s  D av i d 

o f  B e r k s h i r e  B r a z i l 
Entertainment will lead the 
salsa dance lesson. She was 
born in São Paulo and carries 
over 20 years of international 
experience, performing and 
teaching across Europe, Asia 
and the Americas. Her art-

istry is deeply rooted in the 
rhythms of Samba, Capoeira 
and Latin dance, shaped by 
her training in classical bal-
let, jazz and breakdancing. 

A d m i s s i o n  i s 
f ree .  People  may vis i t 
BerkshireBotanical.org to 
RSVP or for more informa-
tion.

Berkshire Botanical Garden presents 
a free Spanish-language tour

www.turley.com

CHECK OUT ALL THE

TurleyPublications
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SCHOOLS & YOUTH

AMHERST – Approximately 5,000 students received 
Bachelor’s Degrees in over 100 majors at the University of 
Massachusetts Amherst’s Undergraduate Commencement on 
May 16 at the McGuirk Alumni Stadium. 

The following local graduates received Bachelor’s Degrees:  
Emil Sanchez of Becket
Nickolas James Borowski of Easthampton
Ellianna Rose Chappuis of Easthampton
Janine Leia DiCarlo of Easthampton
Mark Eugene Gardyna of Easthampton
Meagan Shaela Gravel of Easthampton
Vihdydevi Lalchand of Easthampton
Ashab Mannan of Easthampton
Adeline Mary Mantz of Easthampton
Weyehn Leoph Reeves of Easthampton
Ethan Bernard Silluzio of Easthampton
Diamond Smith of Easthampton
Melanie Elizabeth-Carrier Smith of Easthampton
Anouar Zabir of Easthampton
Benjamin Robert Hyjek of Montgomery
Elizabeth Jean Sarnacki  of Otis
Tori May Jarvis of Plainfield
Mia Yongfan Gozgit of Russell
John T Boudreau of Westhampton
Cadence Loven of Westhampton
Katherine Jane Tanner Joyner of Williamsburg
Madison Jenna Marney of Williamsburg
Zachary John Archambault of Worthington
Joanna Inez Davis of Worthington
Hannah Clare Matica of Worthington
Olivia Amelia Millis of Worthington

UMass Amherst announces graduates
cipals (Melissa McCaul 
and Will Sullivan), three 
teachers (Persa Batra, 
Linda Hyjek and Hannah 
Sullivan), and the school 
committee’s high school 
s t u d e n t  r e p r e s e n t a -
tive (Theo DeAngelis-
Page). School Committee 
Chairman Jason Forgue 
also served in an ex-officio 
capacity.

A c c o r d i n g  t o 
DeGregorio,  the posi-
t i o n  w a s  p o s t e d  o n 
SchoolSpring and Mass 
Ed and Gateway received 
applications from both 
sources. Meeting six times 
between June 24 and 
July 22, committee mem-
bers reviewed application 
materials which typically 
consisted of a cover let-
ter, resume and letters of 
recommendation. Using a 
ranked straw vote to nar-
row the field, the commit-
tee interviewed several 
candidates and forwarded 

their top three candidates 
to the full school commit-
tee, which then conducted 
final interviews and made 
their selection.

Screening interviews 
of the applicants were 
done in executive session, 
which DeGregorio said is 
convention and encourages 
the best possible pool of 
candidates to apply. The 
final three candidates were 
interviewed by the full 
committee in public ses-
sion on July 30. 

“We were fortunate 
to have found three strong 
candidates with a range of 
experience and strengths,” 
DeGregorio said.  “We 
were even more fortu-
nate to have Dr. Melissa 
Matarazzo apply for and 
accept the position, pend-
ing successful negotia-
tions. Our current and 
future students and the 
Gateway community of 
six towns stand to benefit 

from this outcome.”
In an email sent to 

all Gateway parents on 
Thursday, July 31, Smidy 
wrote that the School 
Commit tee  had voted 
to offer the position to 
Matarazzo, whose role 
at Studer Education has 
involved coaching super-
intendents, cabinet-level 
leaders, department heads 
and principals in more 
than 30 school districts. 
Within Massachusetts , 
Matarazzo has been work-
ing with Amesbury Public 
Schools, Boston Public 
Schools  and Peabody 
Public Schools. Smidy 
also told parents that 
Matarazzo has experience 
facilitating strategic plan-
ning efforts in districts 
throughout the country. 

Matarazzo explained 
the appeal of working 
in a small, rural district. 
“First, small districts offer 
the opportunity to deep-

ly know and support stu-
dents, families and our 
staff. We can be more agile 
and move more quickly 
to spread the bright spots 
we already see in the dis-
trict, to have an even more 
positive impact,” she said. 
“Then, as mentioned, my 
elementary education and 
growing up occurred in a 
rural community. I appre-
ciate the importance of a 
rigorous and effective edu-
cation, including intention-
al exposure to the world 
beyond our district, to pre-
pare students to live a full, 
informed and joyful life.”

Smidy wi l l  spend 
the week of Aug. 18 with 
Matarazzo. Smidy leaves 
Gateway shortly to take an 
Associate Director posi-
tion with the New England 
Association of Colleges 
and Schools, where she 
will oversee the accredi-
tation of 15 schools each 
year.

SUPERINTENDENT	 from page 1

 CLUES ACROSS
  1. Auto manufacturer
  4. The 23rd letter of 

the Greek alphabet
  7. Two-year-old 

sheep
 10. Member of 

indigenous people 
in Asia

 11. Airborne (abbr.)
 12. Actress de Armas
 13. Not moving
 15. Cool!
 16. Plants of the arum 

family
 19. Perceptible by 

touch
 21. Rorschach test
 23. Monetary units
 24. Art
 25. Cardinal number
 26. Dueling sword
 27. Hates
 30. Fixed in one place
 34. Pie _ __ mode

 35. Moved on foot 
 36. Passenger’s spot 

on a motorcycle
 41. A way through
 45. “Rule, Britannia” 

composer
 46. Leader
 47. Flowing
 50. Common 

greetings in Arabic 
countries

 54. Solution for all 
difficulties

 55. Soft clothing 
fabric

 56. Building material
 57. Sea bream
 59. A way to cause to 

be swollen
 60. One and only
 61. Skin color
 62. Wreath
 63. Nevertheless
 64. They __
 65. Sea eagle

CLUES DOWN
  1. Policemen (French)
  2. Toy dog
  3. Inflamed colon 

disease
  4. Muscular 

weaknesses
  5. Helps little firms
  6. References
  7. Takes down
  8. Facilitates
  9. One-time empress 

of the Roman 
Empire

 13. Engine additive
 14. Chemistry solution
 17. Written account
 18. Consumed
 20. Coming after all 

others
 22. No (slang)
 27. Government 

lawyers
 28. Super Bowl 

winner Manning

 29. Small amount
 31. A way to save for 

your future 
 32. A way to travel 

behind
 33. Midway between 

northeast and east
 37. Head pain
 38. Loud lawn insect
 39. Actress Hathaway
 40. Boat race
 41. About fish
 42. Nursemaid in 

India
 43. Marketable
 44. Tinier
 47. Parts per billion 

(abbr.)
 48. Paddle 
 49. Oneness
 51. Bitter compound
 52. Not around
 53. Very fast airplane
 58. Swiss river

an
sw

er
s

THIS WEEK’S HOROSCOPES

NATIONALLY ADVERTISED MERCHANDISE FOR ALL MAKES & MODELSWESTFIELD
AUTO PARTS INC

AUTO PARTS 
& SUPPLIES

WHOLESALE   RETAIL

Dial 568-8944 or 568-1611  FAX # 568-1554

★ Complete Auto Machine Shop Service   ★ Engine Rebuilding Of All Kinds
★ Authorized Caterpillar Hydraulic Hose Dealer   ★ Hydraulic Hoses

Call “DALE”      8-12 BIRGE AVE., WESTFIELD

Now stocking 
Car Quest 

Filters made 
by WIX,

Amalie Oil,
Bailing Twine 

&
Tractor Parts

Fun By The 
Numbers
Like puzzles? 
Then you’ll love 
sudoku. This 
mind-bending 
puzzle will have 
you hooked from 
the moment you 
square off, so 
sharpen your 
pencil and put 
your sudoku 
savvy to the test!

ARIES
Mar 21/Apr 20
Try to get the whole pic-
ture before you proceed; 
otherwise, you may be 
moving along blindly 
and that can make mat-
ters worse. Patience is a 
valuable asset right now. 

TAURUS
Apr 21/May 21
Taurus, sometimes a 
major conflict ends when 
one party walks away 
and finds something 
better to occupy them. 
Identify the source of 
your frustration and then 
decide if it’s worth it to 
proceed.  

GEMINI
May 22/Jun 21
You can seemingly ener-
gize the people around 
you, Gemini. They will 
flock to you for inspira-
tion this week, and you 
can make all sorts of 
connections this way.

CANCER
Jun 22/Jul 22
This week you may be 
able to see beyond the 
coincidences that keep 
cropping up and straight 
to the true meaning of 
things. Pay attention to 
your instincts right now.  

LEO
Jul 23/Aug 23
If you are called upon to 
tell a story or get peo-
ple to see their common 
interests, your flair for 
drama should come 
in handy. Others will 
have so much fun being 
around you. 

VIRGO
Aug 24/Sept 22
You and someone you 
work with are butting 
heads this week, Virgo. 
You want them to act in 
a certain manner, and it 
could be frustrating to 
you if they fall short of 
expectations.

LIBRA
Sept 23/Oct 23
A new opportunity pops 
into your life, Libra. You 
may rethink your current 
surroundings, whether 
at work or at home. This 
could be an exciting time 
for you.

SCORPIO
Oct 24/Nov 22
Carve out some time for 
creativity, as it is what 
you are all about right 
now, Scorpio. Give in to 
the impulse to knit, pa-
per craft or get involved 
in the theater. Stimulate 
your brain. 

SAGITTARIUS 
Nov 23/Dec 21
The right answer to the 
questions you have been 
seeking should appear 
exactly when you need 
the message, Sagittarius. 
You’ll have to be a little 
more patient for the time 
being.  

CAPRICORN
Dec 22/Jan 20
You have questions 
about how you can best 
help the people around 
you, and that is by being 
honest with yourself and 
your actions. Keep every-
one in the loop.

AQUARIUS
Jan 21/Feb 18
You are ready for a break 
from your responsibili-
ties, Aquarius, but some-
thing keeps dragging you 
back into certain tasks. 
Figure out a way to wrap 
up the to-do list, then 
escape.

PISCES
Feb 19/Mar 20
Pisces, there are a mil-
lion thoughts competing 
for space inside your 
brain. It may be best if 
you write things out and 
sort them so you can give 
everything the attention 
it deserves.
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This modified Allis Chalmers driver gets ready to pull. An antique John Deere tractor is seen to the right.

Liz Massa wheels up on her Farmall tractor. George Randall of Granby on his Friday tractor. Myron Marcoulier on a John Deere gets a great hook.

Paul Pappas pulls the stone boat on his 1951 Farmall H.
Submitted photos

Cliff Clark Jr. of Williamsburg pulls the stone boat on his John 
Deere.

A tractor pullers gets ready to pull at the Littleville Fair last 
Sunday, Aug. 3.

The Western Mass 
Tr a c t o r  P u l l e r s 
A s s o c i a t i o n  p u t 

on a good show com-
peting for medals at the 
Littleville Fair in Chester 
this past Sunday on the 
track. 

The club pulls both 
antique and modified trac-
tors including ten stock 
classes on both stone 
boats and transfer sleds. 
Based in Westfield, the 
Tractor Pullers are one 
of the longest running 
non-profit organizations 
in Western Massachusetts 
and hold pulls every year, 

completely volunteer run.  
Ray Reed and Mary 

Johnson are always at the 
head of the track; they 
recently got married. All 
tractors and pullers are 
always welcome to join in 
on the pulls. 

Board members are 
a few familiar Hilltown 
Folks: Cliff  Clark Jr. , 
Bryan Mansfield, Paul 
Pappas, Ray Reed and 
Don York  People may 
v i s i t  w w w. w e s t e r n -
masstractorpullers.com 
to sell all the information 
including schedule and 
rules.

WESTFIELD

WESTFIELD – The 
Peabody Essex Museum in 
Salem is currently showing 
the exhibit,”Making History: 
200 Years of American 
Art from the Pennsylvania 
Academy of Fine Arts.”

On Thursday, Sept. 11 
the Westfield Athenaeum, 
6 Elm St., will host a trip 
to see this major exhibit. 
Participants will also have 
the opportunity to explore 
the downtown of Salem, 
which features a number of 
interesting shops, restau-

rants and historical sites. 
Guy McLain, Director of the 
Westfield Athenaeum, will 
present an introductory lec-
ture on American art and the 
history of the Pennsylvania 
Academy.

Anyone wishing  to 
go on the trip should visit 
the Circulation Desk at the 
Athenaeum or visit their web-
site at Westath.org to obtain 
a ticket. The cost of trans-
portation and admission to 
the museum is $95. The bus 
will depart at 9 a.m. and will 

return to Westfield at approx-
imately 7 p.m. The number 
of tickets available is limited, 
so anyone interested should 
obtain a reservation as soon 
as possible. Tickets are avail-
able now at the Circulation 
desk at the Athenaeum or 
online beginning Aug. 12.

T h e  P e n n s y l v a n i a 
Academy of the Fine Arts 
was founded in 1805 as the 
Country’s first museum and 
fine arts school. The insti-
tution was founded by two 
prominent artists at the time, 

Charles Wilson Peale and 
William Rush. The Academy 
was very progressive for the 
times, accepting women art-
ists at annual exhibitions as 
early as 1811. May Howard 
Jackson became the first 
African-American artist to 
exhibit there in 1895. In the 
20th century, the Academy 
became a center for the edu-
cation of American artists.

Throughout the his-
tory of the institution the 
Academy collected works 
of art by American art-

ists, assembling one of the 
most significant collec-
tions of American master-
pieces in the Country. This 
exhibit will feature some 
of the Academy’s most 
important examples of his-
tory paint ings,  portrai-
ture, still life scenes, and 
landscapes. Hudson River 
School paintings, like those 
of Thomas Moran, will illu-
minate issues related to the 
American dialogue with the 
natural world. The works of 
artists like Childe Hassam 

and Mary Cassatt will show 
the influence of French 
Impressionism. And finally, 
the paintings of Arthur Dove 
and Sonia Sekula will reflect 
the impact of Modernism 
on American art in the 20th 
century. Many of the featured 
paintings will allow visitors 
to see and make connec-
tions across time and place 
and will demonstrate how 
American art created narra-
tives around social and polit-
ical issues at different points 
in our nation’s history.  

Westfield Athenaeum announces trip to Peabody Essex Museum 

Littleville Fair
Western Mass Tractor Pullers show at
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FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $225.00
Seasoned cut & split $325.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality 
& volumes guaranteed!! New 

England Forest Products (413)477-
0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central 
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood 
Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titanium Stainless 
Steel.  $2K Tax Credit.  Call (508)882-
0178

MISCELLANEOUS
PREMIUM SCREENED TOPSOIL 
from 2 to 100 yards. $20/yd. plus delivery. 
413-267-3827.

TAG SALE
MULTI-FAMILY TAG SALE. Aug. 15-
16-17, 8:30am-5pm. 25 Shore Drive,
Wales. Households, appliances, collect-
ibles & more.

TAG SALE: AUG. 16TH, 9 a.m.-3 p.m. 
162 Breckenridge St., Palmer.

WANTED TO BUY

ANTIQUES AND OLD 
STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks, 
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive, 
fire department, masonic, license 
plates, beer cans, barware, books, 
oil cans, advertising tins,hunting, 
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming 
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster 
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates. 
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell 
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging. 
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN
LICENSED ELECTRICIAN 

I offer good quality electrical work, no proj-
ect too small. Mini-splits, upgrades, pools, 
trustworthy & dependable. Luis Arroyo 
#20773A. Text or call 413-218-3301.

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC
Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical 
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and 
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned com-
pany. MA License #8101A1. Call John at 
(413)206-6509

EXCAVATING
ELIOT STARBARD EXCAVATION 

35+ yrs of happy customers. 
508-882-0140

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile, 
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding, 
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free 
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub 
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe,  insured. Professional. Please 
call Bob (413)537-5789 (413)538-
7954.

 MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING
Weekly Mowing

Landscape design and installation
Paver Patios, Walkways
 For more services visit

mattguertinlandscaping.com
Call or text 413-266-9975

 Insured - Commercial - Residential

LAWN & GARDEN
*COMPOSTED LOAM* 3/8” screened, 
$40/yd. deliv., 10 yd min.; No additives, fill-
ers or by-products. Local deliv. to Oakham
and surrounding towns only. Eliot Starbard
508-882-0140.

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway 
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt 
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.  
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790. 
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING & 
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations, 
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen & 
Bath remodeling.  30 years experience. 
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505 

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential 
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove 
them before the wind takes them down. 
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING 
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates. 
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything 
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump 
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and 
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212.

TUNE-UPS

STUMP GRINDING
DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding 
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING 
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates. 
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

SAW Stump Grinding
Call for a Free Estimate, 

Veteran Owned, Fully Insured
WWW.SAWSTUMPGRINDING.COM

413-213-5470

CUSTODIAN POSITION AVAILABLE 
cleaning with our team. Experience pre-
ferred but will train. Retirees welcome. Call 
Pride Cleaning Contractors, 413-283-
7087.

NEIGHBORLY CLEANING & CARE is 
looking for mature, responsible adults with 
own transportation, experience and refer-
ences for a housekeeping position. Hours 
7:30- 2:30. Call Nancy today (413)267-
4297 or (413) 544-0864.

SERVERS WANTED
Inquire at Girly’s Grill, 

1315 Park St., Palmer, MA 01069
 or call 413-284-0005.

The Town of North Brookfield is looking for 
a PART-TIME OUTREACH COORDI-
NATOR for the Senior Center. Please sub-
mit a resume with a letter of interest to the 
Selectmen’s Office, 215 Main St., 
North Brookfield, MA 01535; or by 
email to selectmen@northbrookfield.
net.

Town of Blandford 
Town of Blandford is hiring a 

PART-TIME ADMINISTRATIVE 
ASSISTANT 

to the Assessors. Duties include adminis-
trative support for daily operations of the 
Assessors’ office. Pay: $18–$20/hr, based 
on experience. Communication, customer 
service, organizational, and tech skills re-
quired. Send cover letter and resume to::

dhopson@townofblandford.com.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR,
WILBRAHAM HOUSING 

AUTHORITY
The Wilbraham Housing Authority seeks 
highly qualified applicants for the position 
of Executive Director. Responsibilities 
include the administration of 69 Chapter 
667 Elderly housing units and 9 Chapter 
705 Family housing units. The Executive 
Director reports to a five-member Board of 
Commissioners.  Work schedule shall be 
a minimum of 22 hours per week during 
normal business hours, flexible as needed. 
The estimated salary range $46,177.00 
To $54,326.00 is based on the Executive 
Office of Housing & Livable Communities’ 
Executive Director Salary Schedule.
The ideal candidate must have  two years’ 
experience in a housing, community devel-
opment, public administration or a closely 
related field. Knowledge of the principles 
and practices of housing management, 
finances and maintenance systems in 
public or private housing. Excellent written 
and verbal communication skills required.  
Willingness to work with people of various 
socio-economic backgrounds. Must be 
bondable. Certification as a Public Hous-
ing Manager from an approved organiza-
tion desired, and may be substituted as a 
property manager or similar classification 
by a nationally recognized housing or real 
estate organization such as an EOHLC-ap-
proved Massachusetts Public Housing Ad-
ministrator Certification Program or HUD. 
Two-year full time post-secondary educa-
tion in a related field may substitute for up 
to one year of experience. Applications will 
be accepted until 12pm, August 29, 2025. 
Please submit cover letter, resume and 
contact information for 3 reverences to:
Mr. Peter Manolakis, Chairman Ex-
ecutive Director Search Commit-
tee, Wilbraham Housing Authority, 
88 Stony Hill Road, Wilbraham, MA 
01095. Contact: Peter Manolakis 
(413) 519-8195
Wilbraham Housing Authority is an Equal
Opportunity Employer

Town of Blandford 
is seeking a fulltime ASSISTANT
 TREASURER/COLLECTOR. 
Pay range $29.50-$37.50/hour. 

Please visit our website for full job
 description. 

Submit resume to Administrator@
townofblandford.com

TOWN OF WILBRAHAM
EMERGENCY DISPATCHER 

PT & FT
FIREFIGHTER/EMT
POLICE OFFICER 

The Town of Wilbraham is looking to fill 
several FIRST RESPONDER positions. 

For application and more information 
please visit 

www.wilbraham-ma.gov. 
 Review of applications begins

 immediately. Open until filled. EOE

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not 
knowingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES HELP WANTED

AUTO

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Make checks payable to Turley Publications 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  FRIDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

(413) 687-5552

A&M TUNE-UPS
Push Lawnmowers, 
Riding Mowers and 

Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home.

STUMP GRINDING
FREE PICKUP OF 

UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT
Call Mike (413) 348-7967

LAWN TRACTOR & MOWER 
TUNE UP & REPAIR

JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.

Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

CHAMELEON 
PAINTING & REMODELING

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

Remodeling & 
Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured • Free Estimates

413-351-1147

12 HOMETOWN 
NEWSPAPERS 

413.283.8393
www.turley.com
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
MONDAY AT NOONFRIDAY AT NOON
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W I L L I A M S T OW N 
– On Saturday, Sept. 6 at 
10:15 a.m., the Clark Art 
Institute, 225 South St., 
kicks off its 2025-26 series 
of gallery tours designed 
specifically for new par-
ents/caregivers and their 
infants. 

Part icipants should 
meet at the Clark’s main 
admissions desk. On the 
first Saturday of the month, 
September through June, 
a Clark educator leads an 
informal, baby-friendly 
tour of the permanent col-
lection. The program aims 

to provide a stress-free 
experience for new parents 
and caregivers, as well as 
the chance to socialize with 
others caring for young 
infants. Works by a variety 
of artists are featured.

This free program is 
best suited for adults with 
pre-toddlers. Strollers and 
front-carrying baby carri-
ers are welcome. For more 
information, people may 
visit clarkart.edu/events. 

The next New Parents 
Gallery Tour takes place on 
Saturday, Oct. 4 at 10:15 
a.m.

Free parent gallery tours

W I L L I A M S TO N  – 
On Wednesday, Aug. 20 
at 1 p.m., the Clark Art 
Institute, 225 South St., 
presents “America’s Grand 
Tour,” the fourth in a free, 
new summer  ser ies  of 
free curatorial talks high-
lighting rarely exhibited 
prints, drawings and pho-
tographs from the Manton 
Study Center for Works on 
Paper’s unique collection. 

This event takes place 
in the Manton Study Center 
for Works on Paper, locat-
ed in the Manton Research 
Center.  In  response to 

Europe’s Grand Tour, nine-
teenth-century American 
writers, artists and poets 
embarked on their own 
coming-of-age trek through 
New England’s  natural 
wonders and pastoral land-
scapes. 

Join Hannah Chew, 
works on paper intern from 
the Williams College/Clark 
Graduate Program in the 
History of Art, for a show-
case of American prints 
and drawings that  fol-
lows this “Northern Tour” 
through the Berkshires, 
Niagara Falls, and more.

The next talk in this 
series, “Turner at 250,” 
takes place on Aug. 27 
at 1 p.m. and is present-
ed  by  Anne  Leona rd , 
M a n t o n  C u r a t o r  o f 
P r in t s ,  Drawings ,  and 
Photographs.

Capacity and seating 
are limited. People may 
visit clarkart.edu/events for 
more details. 

The  Manton  S tudy 
Center for Works on Paper 
i s  located  next  to  the 
Berenice Abbott’s Modern 
Lens exhibi t ion in  the 
Manton Research Center.

‘America’s Grand Tour’ takes place Aug. 20

WILLIAMSTOWN – 
On Saturday, Aug. 30 at 1 
p.m., the Clark Art Institute, 
225 South St., presents the 
final installment in its free 
Ground/work 2025: A Close 
Look discussion series. 

Through guided conver-
sation and reflection, partic-
ipants in these events con-
sider how each artist’s work 
is in active dialogue with the 
Clark’s natural environment.

On August 30, a Clark 
educator  leads  a  c lose 
examination and in-depth 
discussion around the out-

door sculpture Coata III by 
Mexican architect Javier 
Senosiain. The artist, the 
leading proponent of organ-
ic architecture in Mexico, 
creates animate structures 
of polychrome glass mosa-
ic, rooted in Mesoamerican 
mythology but exemplifying 
the power of pure imagina-
tion. 

G r o u n d / w o r k  2 0 2 5 
is a year-long exhibition 
of monumental sculpture 
featuring specially com-
missioned works located 
across the Clark’s campus. 

Through the work of six 
international artists, the 
exhibition explores global 
conceptions of craft, defined 
as the physical process by 
which artists transform the 
world around them. Each 
of the participating artists 
exemplifies how artisanal 
traditions can be reinvent-
ed to generate contempo-
rary form and meaning. The 
Ground/work 2025 artists 
are: Yo Akiyama (Japan), 
Laura Ellen Bacon (United 
K i n g d o m ) ,  A b o u b a k a r 
Fofana (Mali), Hugh Hayden 

(United States),  Milena 
Naef (Germany), and Javier 
Senosiain (Mexico).

Ground/work 2025 is 
organized by the Clark Art 
Institute and curated by 
independent scholar Glenn 
Adamson.

This requires a mod-
erate hike on uneven and 
occasionally steep terrain. It 
will be held rain or shine; 
extreme weather cancels the 
event. For more information 
and individual meeting sites, 
people may visit clarkart.
edu/events.

Clark to hosts guided sculpture tour

BECKET –  The Becket 
Art Center, 7 Brooker Hill 
Road,  will launch its Becket 
stories oral history/story-
telling project on Thursday, 
Aug. 28 from 5-7 p.m. 

This evening of sto-
rytelling and coaching will 

focus on the people, plac-
es and events that capture 
the experience of living in 
Becket. If participants are 
interested, their stories will 
be recorded at a later date 
and included in the oral his-
tory project. These stories, 

supported by related pictures, 
documents and other arti-
facts, will ultimately be post-
ed on the Becket Arts Center 
website. For more informa-
tion and registration, people 
may visit becketartscenter.
org. 

Art Center holds oral history project
Berkshire Pride and 

Berkshire Trans Exchange 
are teaming up once again 
for a gender-affirming Back-
to-School event on Sunday, 
Aug. 24 from 11 a.m.-2 p.m.

This free event is all 
about making sure LGBTQ+ 

youth feel supported, cel-
ebrated and ready to head 
into the school year with 
confidence. There will be a 
gender-affirming clothing 
exchange, book swap for 
all ages, free backpacks and 
school supplies, haircuts 

and manicures, community 
resource tables and snacks 
and support. Parents and stu-
dents can connect and cel-
ebrate the new school year. 
For location details, people 
should email info@bershire-
pride.org.

Berkshire Pride andTrans Exchange 
host Back-to-School event Aug. 24

W E S T W O O D  – 
Northeast pump prices are 
nudging upwards alongside 
an uptick in gasoline demand 
and tightening inventories. 

Energy Information 
Administration data released 
last week showed gasoline 
demand continues to crawl 
out of a post-July Fourth 
slump, rising last week by 
185,000 barrels a day over 
the prior week to 9.15 mil-
lion barrels a day, a figure 
roughly in-line with sea-
sonal expectations, but still 
100,000 barrels a day below 
the comparable week last 
year. 

The EIA also reported 
a decline in domestic gaso-
line stocks last week, which 
reached a two-month low. 
The largest declines were 
seen here in the Northeast, 
where regional supplies fell 
by 1.8 million barrels to 57.9 
million barrels. Despite the 
drawdowns, Northeast sup-
plies are still considered to 

be at comfortable levels and 
sit above the 56.2 million 
barrels that were in storage 
this time last year. 

“After demand for gas-
oline fell short of expecta-
tions in the weeks following 
July Fourth, recent readings 
are much more summer-
like,” said Mark Schieldrop, 
senior spokesperson for 
AAA Northeast. “The stron-
ger demand, coupled with 
tighter supply, has put some 
upward pressure on pump 
prices.” 

The average gas price 
in Massachusetts is up 
three cents from last week 
($3.04), averaging $3.07 per 
gallon. Today’s price is a 
penny higher than a month 
ago ($3.06) and 39 cents 
lower than this day last year 
($3.46). Massachusetts’ 
average gas price is eight 
cents lower than the national 
average.

AAA Northeast’s Aug. 
4 survey of fuel prices found 

the current national average 
up a penny from last week 
($3.14), averaging $3.15 
per gallon. Today’s national 
average price is the same as 
a month ago ($3.15) and 32 
cents lower than this day last 
year ($3.47). 

Today, Mississippi and 
Oklahoma have the lowest 
prices in the nation at $2.70 
and $2.72, respectively. 
California and Hawaii hold 
the highest prices in the 
nation this week at $4.49 
and $4.44 respectively. 
Massachusetts holds the 26th 
place on the list of highest 
gas prices in the nation.

AAA Northeast is a 
not-for-profit auto club with 
offices in Rhode Island, 
Massachusetts, Connecticut, 
New Jersey, New Hampshire 
and New York, providing 
nearly 6.8 million local AAA 
members with travel, insur-
ance, financial and auto-re-
lated services.

Gas prices increase three cents

WILLIAMSTOWN – 
On Tuesday, Sept. 9 at 11:30 
a.m., the Clark Art Institute, 
225 South St.,  presents 
Reflections, a free monthly 
gallery experience during 
which visitors are invited to 
look contemplatively as they 
engage with works of art 
from the Clark’s collection. 

Participants meet in 
the Museum Pavilion. With 
a gentle tone that encourag-
es investigation and audi-
ence  par t ic ipa t ion ,  the 

group explores one or two 
artworks with the help of a 
Clark educator, working 
together to explore its mean-
ing, find understanding and 
raise questions. Distinct 
from a conventional gallery 
tour, Reflections provides an 
opportunity for close looking 
and introspection.

Advance registration 
required; capacity is limited. 
For more information and 
to register, people may visit 
clarkart.edu/events.

Clark Art Institute 
presents gallery talk

REGION

B O S T O N  –  T h e 
Healey-Driscoll adminis-
tration and Massachusetts 
Technology Collaborative’s 
Massachusetts Broadband 
I n s t i t u t e  a w a r d e d 
$31,548,018 to four internet 
service providers to increase 
internet access for affordable 
and public housing residents 
statewide. 

M B I  p r ov i d e d  t h e 
funds through the state’s 
R e s i d e n t i a l  R e t r o f i t 
Program, which expands 
reliable, high-speed inter-
net service by addressing 
inadequate wiring and infra-
structure through grants to 
qualified ISPs. This round of 
grant funding will modernize 
internet access in more than 
13,700 housing units across 
Massachusetts, including the 
installation of fiber-optic or 
CAT6 internet infrastructure, 
customer home-based equip-
ment, and Wi-Fi service to 
residences in 60 municipal-
ities across the state. The 
upgrades aim to increase 
connectivity, reduce cost 
burdens and improve digital 
access for low-income resi-

dents. 
“This program is about 

enhancing broadband con-
nectivity for residents state-
wide,” said Massachusetts 
I n t e r i m  E c o n o m i c 
Development  Secre tary 
Ashley Stolba. “With this 
funding, we’re making sure 
low-income residents have 
the same access to essential 
services, opportunities, and 
tools as everyone else, lead-
ing to a more connected and 
advanced economy.”

“Public and affordable 
housing residents deserve 
the same level of connectiv-
ity as everyone else,” said 
Massachusetts Broadband 
Institute Director Michael 
Baldino. “This funding helps 
level the playing field and 
connects families to every-
thing from telehealth to 
remote learning.”

The Residential Retrofit 
Program is funded by U.S. 
Treasury’s Capital Projects 
Fund through the American 
Rescue Plan Act. The pro-
gram prioritizes projects 
in  federal ly  designated 
Qualified Census Tracts and 

properties with high per-
centages of deed-restricted 
affordable housing.

Local recipients are: 
Beacon  Res iden t i a l 

M a n a g e m e n t  L i m i t e d 
Partnership of Easthampton 
60 housing units

Beacon  Res iden t i a l 
M a n a g e m e n t  L i m i t e d 
Partnership of Pittsfield 120 
housing units

T h e  C o m m u n i t y 
Builders Inc. of Easthampton 
40 housing units

T h e  C o m m u n i t y 
B u i l d e r s  I n c .  o f 
Northampton 33 housing 
units

T h e  C o m m u n i t y 
Builders Inc. of Westfield 46 
housing units

We s t f i e l d  H o u s i n g 
Authority of Westfield 441 
housing units

G r e a t  B a r r i n g t o n 
Housing Authority of Great 
Barrington 31 housing units

G r e a t  B a r r i n g t o n 
H o u s i n g  A u t h o r i t y  o f 
Housatonic 50 housing units 

Stockbridge Housing 
Authority of Stockbrige 53 
housing units

State awards internet access grants

BOSTON –  During 
National Wellness Month, 
the American Red Cross 
encourages people to prior-
itize their personal health 
and well-being while help-
ing to save lives with a 
blood or platelet donation. 

Donors of all  blood 
types - especially those with 
type O positive or B neg-
ative blood - are asked to 
make an appointment now 
to prevent a further drop in 
donor turnout. In August, 
the Red Cross will provide 
free A1C screening - a test 
commonly used to screen 
for prediabetes and diabe-
tes for all donors who make 
a successful blood, plate-
let  or plasma donation. 
Fasting is not required for 
this test, and donors will 
be able to view their con-

fidential results one to two 
weeks after their donation 
in the Blood Donor App 
or their donor account at 
RedCrossBlood.org. Donors 
will receive one A1C test 
result in a 12-month period.

Peop le  may  sched-
ule a time to give now by 
visiting RedCrossBlood.
org,  call ing 1-800-RED 
CROSS or by using the 
Red Cross Blood Donor 
App. Those who come to 
give Aug. 1-28, 2025, will 
receive a $15 e-gift card to 
a merchant of choice. For 
details on both offers, visit 
RedCrossBlood.org/Test.

Upcoming blood dona-
tion opportunities at the 
Springfield Blood Donation 
Cente r,  150  Brookdale 
Drive, Springfield include: 
Saturday, Aug. 16 from 8:30 

a.m.-3:30 p.m.; Sunday, 
Aug. 17 from 8:30 a.m.-
3:30 p.m.; Monday, Aug. 18 
from noon-7 p.m.; Tuesday, 
Aug. 19 from noon-7 p.m.; 
Wednesday, Aug. 20 from 
noon-7 p.m.; Friday, Aug. 
22 from 8:45 a.m.-3:45 
p.m.; Saturday, Aug. 23 
from 8:30 a.m.-3:30 pm., 
Sunday, Aug. 24 from 8:30 
a.m.-3:30 p.m.; Monday, 
Aug. 25 from noon-7 p.m.; 
Tuesday,  Aug.  26 from 
noon- 7 p.m.; Wednesday, 
Aug. 27 from noon-7 p.m.; 
Friday, Aug. 29 from 8:45 
a.m.-3:45 p.m.; Saturday, 
Aug. 30 from 8:30 a.m.-
3:30 p.m. and Sunday, Aug. 
31 from 8:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m.

S i m p l y  d o w n l o a d 
the American Red Cross 
Blood Donor App, visit 
RedCrossBlood.org, call 

1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-
733-2767) or enable the 
B lood  Donor  Sk i l l  on 
any Alexa Echo device to 
make an appointment or 
for more information. All 
blood types are needed to 
ensure a reliable supply for 
patients. A blood donor card 
or driver’s license or two 
other forms of identifica-
tion are required at check-
in. Individuals who are 17 
years of age in most states 
(16 with parental consent 
where al lowed by state 
law), weigh at least 110 
pounds and are in generally 
good health may be eligi-
ble to donate blood. High 
school students and other 
donors 18 years of age and 
younger also have to meet 
certain height and weight 
requirements. 

B l o o d  a n d  p l a t e -
let donors can save time 
at their next donation by 
using RapidPass® to com-
plete their  pre-donation 
reading and health histo-
ry quest ionnaire  onl ine 

on the day of their dona-
tion, before arriving at the 
blood drive. To get start-
ed, follow the instructions 
a t  RedCrossBlood .o rg /
RapidPass or use the Blood 
Donor App. 

Red Cross lists donor opportunities
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