
The Massachusetts Department of 
Transportation announces crews will 
be conducting overnight paving and 
guardrail repair operations on I-90 
eastbound and westbound in Lee and 
Becket.

The scheduled work will require 
some lane and shoulder closures. In 
Lee and Becket, paving operations 
will be conducted nightly on I-90 
eastbound from mile marker 14.0 to 
mile marker 21.8, Thursday, Aug. 3 
to Friday, Aug. 4, during overnight 
hours from 7 p.m.-5 a.m. the follow-
ing morning.  All work is anticipated 
to conclude on Friday, Aug. 4 at 5 
a.m.

Guardrail repair operations in 
Lee will be conducted nightly on I-90 
eastbound and westbound from mile 
marker 8.3 to mile marker 10.3, from 
Thursday, Aug. 3 to Friday morning, 

MassDOT 
announces road 
work on I-90

By Wendy Long
Correspondent

The Huntington Council  on 
Agingseeks town residents to serve 
on the Age and Dementia Friendly 
Huntington Task Force. 

This task force will work with 
the COA and Pioneer Valley Planning 
Commission on developing a com-
munity assessment and action plan 
to make the town age and dementia 
friendly. It will hold meetings and host 
listening sessions on transportation, 
housing health, community services 
and public safety.

“The COA is working with 
Becky Basch from the Pioneer Valley 
Planning Commission (PVPC) to 
make our town a great place to live out 
your life,” wrote Kat Peterson, COA 
Chair in the summer 2023 Huntington 
Community Newsletter. According to 
Peterson, the town has 650 residents 
over age 65, which is 31% of the 
town’s population. 

In addition to forming the task 
force to guide this project, the COA 
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LEE/BECKET

By Mary Kronholm
Correspondent

Russell  Pond beach 
used to be the best place for 
lazy summer days for many 
Blandford residents. 

The town’s Recreation 
Committee shared the finan-
cial responsibility for the 
cost of lifeguard salaries and 
upkeep for well over 30 years 
with Russell until recently. 
The tickets, sold at the beach, 
were nominal and could also 
be used at the Russell Town 
Pool, which no longer exists.

Now tickets, or beach 
tags, cost more, especial-
ly for out-of-town would-

be swimmers. According to 
Russell’s website, Blandford, 
C h e s t e r ,  H u n t i n g t o n , 
Middlefield and Montgomery 
Pond Passes rates are: One 
Tag for $80.00; two for $120; 
three for $160, four for $200, 
five for $240, six for $280 
and seven for $320. 

There are no longer any 
life guards on duty, only 
attendants, who check to 
make sure every person on 
the site has a season pass. 
The beach is open from 11 
a.m. to 5 p.m. and the area is 
patrolled by police. 

At one time it was pos-

Pond passes increase for out of town swimmers

By Wendy Long
Correspondent

Thanks to a $210,000 
Massachusetts 21st Century 
Community Learning Centers 
grant (Supporting Additional 
Learning Time), 98 Gateway 
students entering grades 5 - 9 
are tackling real-world prob-
lems over five weeks this 
summer. 

Science, Technology, 
eEng inee r ing ,  Ar t  and 
Mathematics is the theme 
for this summer’s program, 
which is free of charge to the 
students and includes free 
lunch, daily transportation 
and a weekly field trip.

The “Explorers,” as the 
campers are called-travel 
through six different units 
of fun and exploration daily. 
They are: Algae and Pond 
Study; Plants, Pollinators and 
Farm-to-Table; Fish, Fins and 
Tales; Wild About Art; Race 
Cars and Recycling; and 
Teambuilding. Each unit of 
study will culminate in a final 
project by the end of camp.

For the algae and pond 
study, students have been tak-
ing samples from the “gator 
pond,” located behind the 
middle school. Explorers 

were able to identify a num-
ber of microscopic life forms 
in the water, including a 
hydra, dragonfly nymph, 
and water flea, and have also 

been identifying the plants 
that grow around the pond. 

This week, they are 
studying blue-green algae 
and experimenting to see 

what conditions might make 
an algae bloom grow. As 
part of this study, they have 
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Gateway summer program has 
kids tackle real-world problems
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Each group of campers has designed and is planting a pollinator garden behind the school.
Photo by Wendy Long

Russell Pond beach is a popular swimming place in the summer.
Submitted photo
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A local potter displays some of the pottery amid a colorful garden of blooms.
Photos by Deborah Daniels

HILLTOWN POTTERY TOUR SHOWCASES LOCAL ARTISTS

Competitive 
Compensation 

& Benefits
• Generous Paid Time Off 
 (Vacation, Sick Time, 

Personal Time)
• 13 Paid Holidays Each 

Calendar year
• Pre-Tax Benefit Plans
• Major Medical Insurance  
 For Employees & Families
• Employer Paid Life 

Insurance and LTD
• Voluntary Employee 

Benefits 
 (Dental and Vision)
• 403(b) Employer 

Contribution 
• Employee Assistance 

Program
• Employee Discounts

We’re Hiring! 
See our Jobs at 

www.Cutchins.org/Careers
Compassionate Care by Compassionate People

Transformative Mental Health Care for Children & Families 

To learn more visit:  www.cutchins.org

This was one of the stops along the annual Hilltown Pottery Tour held last weekend.
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W I L L I A M S T O W N  –  O n 
Wednesday, Aug. 16 at 1 p.m. in the 
Manton Study Center for Works on 
Paper, the Clark Art Institute, 225 
South St., presents a free talk focusing 
on works by nineteenth-century British 
photographers. 

Wi l l iams Col lege  and  Clark 
Graduate Curatorial Intern Eva Dailey 
discusses how photography functioned 
both as a novel artistic enterprise and 
as archival documentation contribut-
ing to the emergence of photo-tourism. 
The Manton Study Center for Works on 
Paper houses the Clark’s collection of 
more than 6,500 prints, drawings and 
photographs.

In this talk, Dailey explores how the 
medium played an integral role in the 
nineteenth century archeological project 
and will here be considered as a win-

dow into a now irretrievable moment of 
material discovery.

Capacity is limited. For more infor-
mation, people may visit clarkart.edu/
events. The next presentation in the 
Works on Paper Highlights Talk series is 
Secrets of the Press on Wednesday, Aug. 
23 at 1 p.m. in the Manton Study Center 
for Works on Paper.

The Clark Art Institute, locat-
ed in the Berkshires of  western 
Massachusetts, is one of a small number 
of institutions globally that is both an 
art museum and a center for research, 
critical discussion, and higher educa-
tion in the visual arts. Opened in 1955, 
the Clark houses exceptional European 
and American paintings and sculpture, 
extensive collections of master prints 
and drawings, English silver, and early 
photography.

Clark Art Institute hosts talk 
on British photographers

SOUTHWICK – State Senator Paul 
W. Mark announces his staff will be 
conducting office hours in Southwick on 
two days in August. 

Residents of any of the 57 munic-
ipalities in the Senator’s Berkshire, 
Hampden, Franklin, and Hampshire 
District are encouraged to ask for assis-

tance with issues involving any state 
agency or to share ideas on current or 
potential state legislation. Appointments 
are not needed.   

Southwick office hours areMon-
day, Aug. 14 and Tuesday, Aug. 29 from 
11a.m.-2 p.m. at the Town Hall, 454 
College Highway.

Senator Mark lists Hampden County office hours  

SPRINGFIELD –Yankee Mattress 
Company of Agawam, a local, employ-
ee-owned maker of handcrafted mat-
tresses, has found an innovative way to 
support a local nonprofit organization, 
Dakin Humane Society while improving 
its own sustainability goals. 

“There is a comfort layer on the 
top of our mattresses and when we 
get to the end of the roll, we always 
have excess material that’s not quite 
big enough for a mattress,” said Adam 
Miller, president of Yankee Mattress 
Company. “Our lead mattress maker, 
Aaron Bisson, had the idea to use the 
surplus to make pet beds, instead of dis-
posing of it. Then Bill Lamirande, our 
vice president of sales, suggested donat-
ing the beds to Dakin Humane Society 
as a way to support the great work they 
do in our community.” 

Lamirande coordinates with the 
Dakin team to customize the sizes need-
ed, including small beds that fit inside 
the pet carriers the adopted animals go 
home in and bigger beds for larger dogs. 
The number of beds Yankee Mattress 
creates is based on the amount of excess 
bedding material they have. 

“The more beds we sell, the more 
pet beds we can create,” said Miller. 
“This partnership is a creative way for 
us to reduce waste while supporting a 
cause we all believe in.” 

Kaitlyn Holloway, communi-
ty engagement manager for Dakin 
Humane Society, said, “We are so 
grateful for this ongoing donation from 
Yankee Mattress. We rely solely on con-
tributions from individuals and busi-
nesses who care about animals, and 
these beds allow us to enhance the care 
and comfort we provide. The idea was a 
stroke of brilliance.”

Dakin Humane Society provides 
shelter, medical care, spay/neuter ser-
vices and behavioral rehabilitation for 
more than 20,000 animals and people 
each year. 

Dakin Humane Society receives pet beds

HILLTOWNS

PUBLIC NOTICE
BAIL COMMISSIONERS NEEDED

EASTERN HAMPSHIRE DISTRICT COURT JURISDICTION
The Massachusetts Trial Court hereby gives notice of the availability of one or more Bail Commissioner 
appointments for the Eastern Hampshire District Court located in Hampshire County. 

A Bail Commissioner is appointed by the Massachusetts Trial Court to make release and bail determinations for 
persons arrested when courts are closed (overnights, weekends and holidays.)  

PLEASE NOTE:  This is an appointment only. No salary or benefits are included but fees may be collected from the 
person in custody at the time of release. The base fee is $40.00.
Bail Commissioners are required to have reliable transportation in order to travel to the Eastern Hampshire District 
Court and the police departments located in Amherst, Belchertown, Granby, Hadley, Pelham, South Hadley and Ware.  
Proximity to the communities listed and familiarity with criminal law and procedures helpful. 

If you are interested in being considered for appointment please contact: 
CATHERINE M. COUGHLIN, ESQUIRE

STATE BAIL ADMINISTRATOR
EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE TRIAL COURT

tcbail@jud.state.ma.us

The appointing authorities do not discriminate against any applicant because of race, color, sex, age, national origin, 
religion, sexual orientation, gender identity and/or expression, status as a veteran, basis of disability or any other 
federal, state or local protected class.

PICK-YOUR-OWN
BLUEBERRIES
NOW OPEN IN CHESTER!

Check Our    For Hours

207 Bromley Rd • Chester, MA
FOR HOURS & MORE INFO

PICK FOR PAY! FAST CASH! PICKERS NEEDED
INFO: (704) 618-0619

FREE RECIPES
Just For Stopping By!

Receive Our Special Homestead Collection of

Must present offer to receive free gift. Exp. 8/31/23

Responsible harvesting is the first step in producing our lumber. We mill 
over four million board feet per year, with most coming from local 
privately-owned forests. We use only the best cutting processes for 

minimal impact to the land. If you are interested in managing or foresting 
your land of three acres or more,  let our family walk it with your 
family, and we’ll give you a free assessment and suggestions on 
how to best manage your woodlot. Contact the office by 
email at lashway@live.com or by phone 413-268-7685 
and we will have our forester set up an assessment.

Whalen
Insurance
Protecting you is our only business.

Auto
Home

Business
71 King Street

Northampton, MA 01060
413-586-1000 • Fax: 413-585-0401

www.whaleninsurance.com

SEND US YOUR 
EVENT PHOTOS

As a free service for our readers we accept and will 
print when space allows community event photos and 

announcements. Just scan the QR code above and 
send us your photos and any information.

Email items to
countryjournal@turley.com

Scan QR Code

Yankee Mattress Company makes and 
donates pet beds to Dakin Humane Society 
using surplus mattress materials.

Submitted photo

Aug. 4, during overnight hours from 
7 p.m.-5 a.m. the following morning.  
All work is anticipated to conclude on 
Friday, Aug. 4 by 5 a.m. 

Traffic will be allowed through the 
work zones. The work will require tem-
porary lane closures to allow crews to 
safely conduct the paving, bridge and 
guardrail repair operations.

Drivers who are traveling through 
the affected areas should expect delays, 
reduce speed, and use caution. All 
scheduled work is weather dependent 
and subject to change without notice. 

For more information on traffic 
conditions, travelers are encouraged 
to download the Mass511 app or visit 
www.mass511.com to view live cam-
eras, travel times, real-time traffic con-
ditions and project information before 
setting out on the road. Users can sub-
scribe to receive text and email alerts 
for traffic conditions.

Dial 511 and select a route to hear 
real-time conditions.

Follow MassDOT on Twitter @
MassDOT to receive regular updates on 
road and traffic conditions.

MASSDOT from page 1

PLEASE RECYCLE THIS NEWSPAPER
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Dear Rusty: 
My wife turns 65 in November of 2023. 

She was born on 11/21/1958. I am a year 
younger with an 8/1/1959 birthdate. I know 
my wife is not at full retirement age, but the 
difference in her Social Social payment is not 
much and collecting three years of the lower 
amount far exceeds her waiting until age 68. 
My question is: because half of my SS is more 
than her SS, if she retires this year, will she 
still get 50% of my SS when I retire? 

Signed: Planning Our Future

Dear Planning: 
Spouse benefits are one of Social 

Security’s trickiest areas, so you’re wise to 
get answers before either of you claim bene-
fits. The short answer is, “No” - if your wife 
claims her own benefit this year, she will not 
get 50% of your benefit when you later claim. 
Here’s how it works:

Born in November 1958, your wife’s Full 
Retirement Age is 66 years plus 8 months, 
which she will attain in July 2025. Born in 
August 1959, your FRA is 66 years plus 10 
months, which you will reach in June 2026.

Your wife will get a “spousal boost” to 
her personal SS benefit if her FRA entitlement 
is less than 50% of your FRA entitlement 
but, if she claims before reaching her FRA, 

her monthly payment when you claim will 
be less than 50% of your FRA entitlement, 
taking her own benefit early affects her total 
payment amount as your spouse. If, instead, 
your wife waits until her own FRA to claim 
her SS retirement benefit, her payment when 
you later claim will be increased to equal 50% 
of your FRA entitlement.  

I assume your reference to your wife 
“waiting until age 68” refers to her age when 
you claim at your FRA, but there is no reason 
for your wife to wait past her own FRA to 
claim benefits because her spousal benefit 
will not be more if she waits longer. So, the 
question is whether your wife should claim 
this year and get a reduced payment when you 
later claim or, instead, wait until her FRA to 
claim her own benefit and get her maximum 
benefit later. And that depends on 1) whether 
your wife is working, and 2) what her life 
expectancy is: 

1. If your wife is working and claims 
early SS benefits, she will be subject to Social 
Security’s “earnings test” which limits how 
much she can earn before some benefits are 
taken away. The earnings limit for 2023 is 
$21,240 and, if that is exceeded, SS will take 
away benefits equal to $1 for every $2 she is 
over the limit. The earnings limit lasts until 
she reaches her full retirement age.

2. If your wife’s life expectancy is long 
(average for a woman your wife’s current age 
is about 87), then maximizing her monthly 
benefit by waiting until her FRA to claim is 
likely her smartest choice.

If your wife’s FRA entitlement is less 
than 50% of your FRA entitlement, wait-

ing until her FRA to claim will result in get-
ting her full personal amount first and then 
later her maximum entitlement (including her 
spousal boost). If she claims now, her later 
payment (which includes her spousal boost) 
will be less than half of your FRA amount. If 
your wife’s life expectancy is at least average, 
waiting until her FRA to claim will likely 
yield the highest cumulative lifetime benefits.

But if your wife isn’t working full time, 
by claiming now (vs. at her FRA) she would 
get her reduced personal benefit for an extra 
two years. If you divide the amount your wife 
would collect over those two years by the dif-
ference between her current benefit amount 
and her maximum spousal amount (half of 
your FRA entitlement), you will see how long 
it would take for your wife to recover those 
two years of benefits. And if her life expectan-
cy is less than that length of time, then claim-
ing earlier is likely the right move. 

The Associat ion Mature Cit izens 
Foundation and its staff are not affiliat-
ed with or endorsed by the Social Security 
Administration or any other governmental 
entity. This article is intended for informa-
tion purposes and does not represent legal 
or financial guidance. It presents the opin-
ions and interpretations of the Association 
Mature Citizens Foundation’s staff, trained 
and accredited by the National Social Security 
Association  To submit a question, visit amac-
foundation.org/programs/social-security-ad-
visory or email us at ssadvisor@amacfounda-
tion.org.

Russell Gloor is a Social Security advisor 
for AMAC. 

When should my wife claim her Social Security benefits?

I have never been a daylily aficionado, but 
as of late, they are growing on me.  

Why I write is because on Cape Cod 
they are everywhere. The last few days I have 
seen them paired with shrubs, other perennials 
and even as a backdrop to carefully placed 
annuals. 

Read on as I resurrect a column from the 
archives with new and updated factoids.

We’ve all seen the clumps of orange day-
lilies (Hemerocallis fulva) blooming along 
roadsides each summer. These remnants of 
long ago have oftentimes outlived the people 
who planted them and the farmhouse in which 
they were planted around. 

Arriving from Asia in the late 1800s, the 
common daylily is now considered invasive 
because it crowds out native plants. While 
experts advise not planting daylilies that are 
known to run amok, there are many cultivars 
that rightly deserve a place in the landscape.

Two varieties of daylilies presently occu-
py space in my landscape, one that is a family 
heirloom, and another that was purchased on 
a whim. 

The lemon lily (Hemerocallis lilioaspho-
delus) was a family heirloom, although I am 
not sure where it originated. I think it was my 
grand babci that first gave it to my mother 
back in the 1950s. 

It has been almost entirely choked out 
of the banking of my childhood home by lily 
of the valley, but I am lucky enough to have 
saved a piece and it is thriving in my perenni-
al garden. It is delicate as far as daylilies go, 
perfectly lemon yellow and subtly scented. 

The lemon lily has a short bloom time, 
a week or less in early June, but it makes a 
perfect bed fellow to deep purple bearded iris.

Today, thousands of cultivars of daylilies 
are available, many of which bloom for longer 
periods of time than the old-fashioned types. 
They are offered in shades of all colors except 
blue and pure white. 

Miniatures look great in rock gardens, 
while more beefy types work well to stabi-
lize bankings. The majority blend nicely with 
annuals, perennials, and shrubbery, as men-
tioned. 

Day l i l i e s  be long  t o  t he  genus 
Hemerocallis- hemero being Greek for “beau-
tiful,” and callis Greek for “day.” Individual 
flowers do open and perish in 24 hours or 

less. 
L u c k i l y 

t h o u g h ,  t h e r e 
are usually sev-
eral flowers per 
scape (stem), and 
when one goes by 
another is waiting 
to take its place. 
A desirable vari-
ety will bloom 
for at least two 
weeks, or will 
repeat blooming 
later in the sea-
son. 

When shop-
ping for daylil-
ies at the nursery 
simply count the 
number of buds 
per scape of the 
potted plant. The 

number of buds (or the number of scars if 
blooming is nearly finished) coincides with 
the number of days that particular variety is 
expected to bloom. 

Unfortunately, my lemon lily had a mere 
four. 

If you choose carefully and plan accord-
ingly by including early, mid, and late season 
bloomers in your mix, it is possible to achieve 
continuous bloom over a three month period 
in a mixed border of daylilies. 

 Many people are opting to plant a sin-
gle variety for a season’s worth of flowers. 
Different than varieties that rebloom, ever-
bloomers offer a nonstop performance from 
the beginning of their bloom period until 
frost. 

It is said that Dr. Darrel Apps, a geneticist 
and master breeder evaluated some 11,000 
seedlings to end up with a mere few that flow-
er continuously.  

Breeding continues, so look for the new-
est introductions each year. My whim pur-
chase from a few years back is a rebloomer 
called “Purple D’oro.” I bought it because 
it was blooming in the nursery alongside 
Gayfeather, orange Helenium, and Purple 
Coneflower. 

They are a power quartet in my summer 
border for sure, and the rebloom factor surely 
stretches out the show.

Locate daylilies where they will receive 
at least six hours of sun a day. Average soil, as 
long as it drains well, will grow strong plants. 

Vigor determines whether clumps need to 
be separated and divided every few years, or 
if they can grow uninterrupted for many sea-
sons. Division is best accomplished in early 
spring or immediately after bloom. 

If you take the later approach, just be sure 
the plant has at least one month of growing 
time before frost hits. This way it will have 
an opportunity to root well, anchoring itself 
before winter freezing and thawing can heave 
it from the ground.

Roberta McQuaid graduated from the 
Stockbridge School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. For 31 years she 
has held the position of staff horticulturist at 
Old Sturbridge Village. She enjoys growing 
food as well as flowers. Have a question for 
her? Email it to pouimette@turley.com with 
“Gardening Question” in the subject line. 

The daylily, both friend and foe
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HILLTOWN HISTORY

By Deborah Daniels
Correspondent

Summer is the time to get outside 
and enjoy the great outdoors. 

Even a 10 minute rest outside 
restores our spirit and outlook on life. If 
you don’t happen to have an Adirondack 
chair handy what do you do? You find a 
bench because low and behold we still 
place benches in parks, along rivers and 
in community spaces. 

Still a place to rest your weary 
bones or ease your troubled mind atti-
tude out there! Isn’t that a comforting 
notion. Unlike the history of Adirondack 
chairs you don’t have to be sick to sit on 
a bench. Oh yes the wooden Adirondack 
chair came about from our belief that 
treating people with TB meant having 
them sit outside in the fresh air and sun-
light. 

Benches may just be the cure for our 
mental fatigue and overload. And what 
about all that eyestrain staring at screens. 
You gotta get on a bench and see the big 
picture!

What is the history of benches? 
Frederick Law Olmstead (1822-1903) 
the famous landscape architect gets a lot 
of credit for creating green space that 
called for benches, notably in Central 
Park, New York. This park showcases 
many different styles of benches and 
what better place to rendezvous with a 
spy than on a bench in New York City. 

Central Park has 9,485 benches. 
There are three styles of benches. The 
most common bench was designed by 
Robert Moses and Kenneth Lynch for 
the 1939 World’s Fair. They had the 
prototype up and seating people well 
before 1939. It was the classic cast iron 
legs with an art deco design and green 
wooden slats. They had 8,000 made for 
the World’s Fair. Architects called them 
show seats because their silhouette was 
so elegant especially when they weren’t 

occupied. 
That touch of elegance is still copied 

today. There are those who say they are 
a tad uncomfortable to sit on, but then 
some would say a little hidden hostility 
is necessary in public places. Drunks and 
homeless people were not encouraged to 
linger much less sleep on a park bench. 
This may also be the philosophy behind 
closely set armrests, placed to discourage 
a lay about. 

Incidentally Kenneth Lynch & Sons 
have been making Central Park benches 
since 1936 and they continue to make 
them today. Robert Moses was the New 
York Parks Commissioner when he 
designed the World’s Fair bench with 
Lynch. 

Central Park also has wood and con-
crete benches, rustic (twig style) bench-
es and the Central Park settee bench. 
This one is more of a utilitarian group 
bench, where the supports aren’t so fan-
cifully designed. There is also a “whisper 
bench.” This grande dame was made of 
granite in a semi circular design. 

When a whisper is spoken at one 
end of the bench it could be heard at the 
other end. This bench was dedicated to 
a NYC Park commissioner Charles B. 
Stover (1861-1929) who was known to 
be a social reformer. Smith College in 
Northampton has a whisper bench on its 
campus. 

Most benches are made of cedar or 
pine wood with a welded metal frame 
that is 17 to 19 inches above the ground. 
Many today are made of recycled plastic. 

When planning a bench thought 
must be given to its location and 
the weathering it must withstand. 
Thermoplastic coatings on metal bench-
es reduce the chance of a hot bum. And 
most benches have to be bolted down 
because people have a habit of playing 
on them in unforeseen ways. Tipping 
them over is always a worry. 

The designs today have gone wild 
such as undulating vertically laid wood-

en slats. It seems NASA scientists have 
had some down time on their hands. 
Theft of benches is always a concern, 
so many benches have had to be tethered 
in place. An area in need of some design 
ideas for you entrepreneurs out there. 

The Central Park benches may be 
adopted for a mere 10,000 dollars. The 
money goes for the benches upkeep 
and to the Park. A brass plate with your 
message is applied to the bench, 4,223 
benches have been adopted. 

The messages have been entertain-
ing such as clever marriage proposals, 
dedications to nature, commemorations 
to loved pets and family members. There 
is one inscribed “Your Tush Here!” Hard 
to top that one.

Any discussion of benches wouldn’t 
be complete without mentioning Carl 
Sandberg’s (1878-1967) bench in 

Galesburg, Illinois. The bench reviews 
the many roles he had in life as ice 
harvester, milkman, potter, firefighter, 
Spanish American war veteran, musician, 
historian, journalist, editor, author, three 
time Pulitzer prize recipient and poet. 

This all carved into a granite bench 
with more quotes by him on the sides. 
The fog coming in on little cat feet cer-
tainly helped many a grade school stu-
dent appreciate poetry. Who dares to sit 
on that bench? 

Honorable mention also goes to 
Napersville, Illinois with their dragonfly 
benches. They have 19 decorated dragon-
fly benches placed all over town to cel-
ebrate summer. Hard not to smile while 
resting on a dragonfly Find a bench out-
side, relax, observe nature, watch people, 
better yet watch the stars come out and 
nourish your soul.

Where Do You Park It?

Some cyclists rest on a bench on the Manhan Rail Trail in Easthampton.
Photos by Deborah Daniels

A bench just where you need it beside the train tracks, in 
Huntington. A bit of a song and prayer bench because it is 
missing a leg!

Bench seen outside Huntington restaurant. This is a bench outside a church in Huntington.

has already posted an online survey 
at https://tinyurl.com/AFPVSurvey. 
Residents are advised they can contact 
the COA for a paper copy. And, at the 
spring quarterly birthday celebration,  
Basch held a listening session to find 
out from attendees what the strengths, 
weaknesses and concerns are in town for 
senior citizens. The task force will orga-
nize additional sessions.

The first task force meeting will 

be on Thursday, Aug. 17 at 10 a.m. at 
Stanton Hall, 26 Russell Road.

“Many seniors continue to be very 
active into their later years, while oth-
ers become challenged by health issues,” 
wrote Peterson. “How can we make our 
town and the COA activities support your 
needs and interests? What do you need? 
What do you enjoy or would like to do?”

PVPC is working with other area 
communities on these issues, as seniors 

make up 20% of the general population. 
“We are working to better the lives of 
older adults through policies that create 
affordable housing, improve transporta-
tion options, build community participa-
tion, make healthcare more accessible, 
and so much more,” states a message on 
the PVPC website. 

The initiative is funded by a grant 
from the Tufts Health Plan Foundation 
and is modeled after a national initiative 

designed by the American Association of 
Retired Persons. 

People should either call the COA at 
413-512-5205 or email coa@huntington-
ma.us for more information on joining 
the task force by Monday, Aug. 14.

Anyone wishing to know more 
about the overall program can contact 
Becky Basch, senior planner with PVPC 
by emailing bbasch@pvpc.org or calling 
802-245-4002.

AGING                  from page 1
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BLANDFORD

HUNTINGTON – The Hilltown 
Family Center and Hilltown libraries 
invite families to a special free sum-
mer reading celebration event at the 
Blandford Town Hall building on 
Saturday, Aug. 19 from 10 a.m.-noon 
featuring the Whalemobile.  

This collaborative event orga-
nized by the Hilltown Regional 
Literacy Committee is comprised of 
The Hilltown Family Center and area 
libraries including the Porter Memorial 
Library, the Hamilton Memorial 
Library, the Huntington Public Library, 
the Russell Public Library and Grace 
Hall Memorial Library. Participants can 
sign up for a time to go into the 30-foot-
long whale replica and learn about these 
gentle giants from an expert. 

W h e n  t h e y  c o m e  t o  t h e 
Whalemobile for their 30-minute select-
ed time slot, they will go inside Nile—
the life-sized inflatable humpback 
whale, learn about how whales and 
humans are similar and different and 
have a chance to touch baleen, teeth, 
and bones. There will also be another 
station set up that patrons can interact 
with, play games or color pictures. 

Funding for the Whalemobile is 

made possible through a Coordinated 
Family and Community Engagement 
Grant  f rom the  Massachuse t t s 
Department of Early Education and 
Care through the Hilltown Community 
Health Center’s Hilltown Family Center 
ParentChild+ Program. To reserve a 
time in the Whalemobile, people may 
email Nicole Daviau at ndaviau@
cwmars.org. For information regarding 
this program, people may email Susan 
LeBarron, Hilltown Family Center 
Coordinator, at slebarron@hchcweb.org 
or call 413-667-2203.  

The Hilltown Family Center 
in Huntington houses many of the 
Hilltown Community Health Center’s 
community programs and services, and 
offers an extensive list of resources 
for parents, caregivers, and families. 
The Family Center programs are built 
around the belief in nurturing strong 
families, by helping them to strength-
en their flexibility and resilience. 
Programs help families establish strong 
social connections and give concrete 
support in times of need, recognizing 
family’s strengths and understanding 
that being a parent is part natural and 
part learned.

Whalemobile comes to Blandford
BLANDFORD – This is the one-

year anniversary of the return on the 
Porter Memorial Library’s Book Club, 
which meets monthly. 

The next meeting is Saturday, Aug. 
19 at 11 a.m. at the library to discuss 
“Major Pettigrew’s Last Stand” by Helen 

Simonson. 
Copies are available at the library 

during regular hours, Monday, Tuesday, 
Thursday and Friday from 2-6 p.m., 
Wednesday 10 a.m.-6 p.m. and Saturday 
10 a.m.-2 p.m.

Library book club meets Aug. 19

BLANDFORD – The White Church, 
1 North St., will hold a sing-a-long and 
pot luck dinner on Sunday, Aug. 6 at 5 
p.m.

The pot luck dinner will follow the 
singing. All are welcome to attend.

White church to hold sing-a-long and pot luck

CHESTER

Peter Langmore managed the spatula and tongs to grill hotdogs and burgers at the 
annual Council on Aging picnic Friday, July 28, and was ably assisted by Thomas 
Ackley.  Everyone ate well and finished lunch off with the notorious Root Beer Float 
and watermelon.

Photo by Mary Kronholm

Library Director Nicole Daviau wearing her Crabby Hat in keeping with the Summer 
Reading Program theme of Dive into Reading escorts young readers to the library for 
their special program, Divers.

Photo by Mary Kronholm

Director Nicole Daviau, from left, Katie Hudson, Lucia Sullivan, Amyla Payge, Michele Crane, 
Jackie Coury, Patty Daviau, Beth Lanzoni, Dale Sparr and Mary Powers participated in a 
lively discussion of “The Glass Ocean” by White, Williams and Willig and related non-fiction 
books. The club meets monthly and includes an additional five members.

Photo by Mary Kronholm

BLANDFORD SENIORS ENJOY COA PICNIC

SUMMER READING PROGRAM ‘DIVES INTO READING’

CHESTER –   New at the Hamilton 
Memorial Library is Ancestry.com and is 
available to patrons.

The library has one computer ded-
icated for a library edition of Ancestry.
com so people should call to reserve a 
time slot. 

The Writers Club for any level, in 
any stage of the creative process, are 
welcome to join in supporting each other 
through the writing journey. The club 
meets the second Wednesday at 4:30 
p.m. each month. The next meeting is 
Wednesday, Aug. 9. This is a change 

from the previous month. 
Kids-Story Time and Creative 

Movement meets on Thursday, Aug. 
10 at  11:30 a.m. during the regular 
story time.  Laurel Lenski who holds 
a Bachelor of Science in Expressive 
Art Therapy and an Associates in Art in 
dance leads the session.  

Nature Matters Inc. will be at the 
library Saturday, Aug. 12 at 11 a.m. for 
the special summer reading finale. Jen 
Leahey and her adorable animal friends 
will be at the library. She shares her 
knowledge and wisdom of the natural 

world. 
The Monthly Book Club meets the 

third Wednesday of every month at 4:30 
p.m.  At the Wednesday, Aug. 16 meet-
ing the club will discuss the novel, “The 
Private Patient” by P.D. James.

Legos in Motion with Tayo will take 
place Thursday, Aug. 17 at 1 p.m. for 
ages eight to 17. Participants will have 
fun combining gears, engineering and 
imagination as they build their own, take-
home movable creation. Space is limited 
and children and youths must register.

Teen Scene is a new program held 

every Tuesday at 4 p.m. Teens will meet 
make-up/skin care specialist, Kisha, 
on Tuesday, Aug. 22 to share her skills 
just in time for the new school year. 
Everyone will receive a goody bag with 
samples. Teens should register by Aug.17

Story time, craft, and snack is held 
every Thursday at 11:30 a.m. for pre-
schoolers. The Lego Club meets every 
Thursday at 1 p.m.

People may visit website at www.
Hamilton-library.org or on Facebook 
at Hamilton Memorial Library and 
Instagram @chestermalibrary. 

Hamilton Memorial Library announces upcoming events



Country Journal  •  Thursday, August 3, 2023 page 7

HUNTINGTONGREAT BARRINGTON

GREAT BARRINGTON 
– Berkshire Agriculture 
Ventures, a leading nonprof-
it organization dedicated to 
supporting local agriculture 
and resilient food systems in 
the Berkshire-Taconic region, 
announces the appointment 
of Patrick Grego as its full-
time Communications and 
Development Associate. 

Grego comes to BAV 
with a solid background 
in nonprofit communications. After 
moving from Brooklyn to Hudson, 
New York in 2021, Grego served as 
a Communications Coordinator at 
Time and Space Limited, a commu-
nity arts center in Hudson and later as 
Communications Assistant at The Olana 
Partnership.

Grego has a passion for storytelling. 
His writing has been published in sev-
eral regional newspapers including the 
Times Union and Chronogram’s River 
Newsroom. He recently won the New 
York Newspaper Publishers Association 
award for distinguished feature writing. 

“We are thrilled to welcome Patrick 
to the Berkshire Agricultural Ventures 
team,” said Rebecca Busansky, Executive 

Director of BAV. “We are 
excited to work with him 
to help share the stories of 
our farmers and amplify our 
work in the food system. 
His enthusiasm provides 
great promise in advancing 
our work to create a thriving 
local food economy.”

“I am honored to join 
Be rksh i r e  Agr i cu l tu ra l 
Ventures and contribute 
to their impactful work in 

sustainable agriculture,” said Grego.”I 
believe that supporting local farmers 
and promoting environmentally friendly 
practices is crucial for the health of our 
community and our climate. I am excited 
to help raise awareness and foster con-
nections that drive positive change.”

Berkshire Agricultural Ventures has 
been a driving force in the Berkshire 
region, providing farmers and food pro-
ducers with vital resources, technical 
assistance, and financing opportunities. 
The addition of Patrick Grego to the 
team will further strengthen the organi-
zation’s ability to engage the community, 
expand its network, and advance its mis-
sion of creating a resilient and sustain-
able food system for all people. 

Berkshire Agricultural Ventures 
welcomes Patrick Grego

HUNTINGTON –  Duo Mundo 
will perform “Songs of Freedom” 
from Cuban composers on the Historic 
North Hall, 40 Searle Road, stage on 
Sunday, Aug. 13 at 2 p.m. as part of the 
13th Annual Historic North Hall Arts 
Festival, presented by the North Hall 
Association.  

The performance is free, but dona-
tions are accepted. Acclaimed cellist 
Rebecca Hartka and grammy-nomi-
nated guitarist José Lezcano have been 
performing internationally since 2014 
and will play repertoire written by com-
posers expressing a longing for libera-
tion, whether from poverty, captivity or 

heartache. 
From Cuban composers such 

as Cervantes, Piazzolla Tangos, to 
Massenet’s Meditation and works by 
Hartka and Lezcano themselves, the 
program will be rich in passion and self 
reflection.

All program updates will be listed 
on northhallhuntington.org. 

The seven program series is 
sponsored by the Westfield Bank, 
the Massachusetts Cultural Council 
and Cultural Councils of: Chester, 
Cummington, Huntington, Middlefield, 
Montgomery, Russell, Westhampton 
and Worthington.

sible to go to the pond without a tag and 
pay a day rate, which was considerably 
less than even the cost of a season’s tag 
and apparently this is no longer possible. 
Visitor pass information or cost is not 
included on the town’s website 

However, Chairman of the Russell 
Board of Selectmen Thomas Kulig 
believes it is possible to obtain a vis-
itor’s pass and said it was a question 
for the collector. A call to the town’s 
Tax Collector Wendy Brunet was not 
returned prior to publication.

Russell residents’ cost for Russell 
Pond tags is as follows: one tag, $40; 
two for $60, three for $80, four for $100 
five for $120, six for $140 and seven 
for $160. Russell residents’ cost is con-
siderably less than for out of towners. 
A family of four from one of the above 
towns cost is double what Russell resi-
dents pay.

Blandford has attempted unsuccess-
fully to assist in costs for Russell and 
budgeted $5,000 for last fiscal year to 

that end, but Russell was not interested. 
The Blandford Select Board, 

according to Chair Cara Letendre 
“remains interested in collaboration to 
help reduce the price for Blandford res-
idents and re-establishing the working 
relationship with Russell.” 

Russell Selectwoman Gloria Farrell 
explained that the subject has come up 
twice, once last year and once this year, 
with the understanding that Blandford 
would like its residents be charged the 
same price as Russell residents.

Farrell said that Russell did not 
want to get involved with the account-
ing mechanism and its additional work 
but, “If Blandford residents purchased 
their passes from Russell at the posted 
price, they in turn could be reimbursed 
by Blandford for the additional cost.” 

That way Russell Pond would still 
benefit from the sale of beach tags and 
Blandford residents would pay the lower 
cost.

Kulig confirmed Farrell’s response.

POND from page 1

Explorers from Gateway’s summer program take water 
samples from the “gator pond” behind the school. As part 
of their studies, students have learned that the pond has a 
healthy ecosystem.

Submitted photo

learned that blue-green algae kills fish and lowers the 
oxygen levels in water, needed to sustain life. They have 
also learned that the algae in the gator pond is duckweed 
and is not the dangerous type.

The plants, pollinators and farm-to-table unit con-
tinues the work of last year’s after school program in 
maintaining a vegetable garden behind the school, and 
establishing a pollinator garden alongside. Once stu-
dents were given the dimensions of their pollinator gar-
den, they had to design a walkway between plots and 
calculate the size of each group’s planting area. 

Under a partnership with Rocking Horse Farms 
in Huntington and Wing and a Prayer in Cummington, 
and using a $2,000 Ag in the Classroom grant, students 
have purchased plants and learned the importance of 
pollinator plants in sustaining a healthy bee, insect, bird 
and food population. Food that is harvested from the 
vegetable garden will be donated to the Chester Council 
on Aging for their Brown Bag Luncheons.

“I’d like to be able to build on this every year,” 
said Martha Clark, Program and Communications 
Coordinator for the district. “We’ll start working this 
fall in the after school program on plants that will flow-
er next spring.”

In fish, fins and tales, students have been learning 
about three different animals that were given prosthet-
ics in order to survive: an elephant that needed a pros-
thetic lower leg that could sustain its weight; an eagle 
that had to have a beak replaced and a dolphin that 
needed a prosthetic tail to swim properly. Students are 
then using the engineering process to design their own 

mock prosthetics and their culminating project will be 
to design a prosthetic tail prototype for a fish native to 
the Westfield River, a branch of which is located across 
the road from Gateway. 

Using a $6,100 grant from Westfield bank, the field 
trip accompanying this unit will be a whale watch out 
of Gloucester. As part of a unit on team building, the 
campers went to the Ramblewild Aerial Park for the 
day and worked together to complete the ropes course. 
Explorers are also using Project Adventure equipment 
and activities to complete a daily team building activity. 
Each group will also design an activity that will pro-
mote team building. 

The engineering and design process is also evident 
in the racecar recycling project, where students have 
created a track that cars made from recycled materials 
will need to navigate. Camp will end with a recycled 
racer rally to note the differences between designs and 
materials used.

And the culminating activity in “wild about art” 
will be the installation of two murals depicting the 
wildlife (animals, fish, reptiles, birds and insects) native 
to the Westfield River Watershed. The murals will be 
mounted on the back of the softball and baseball dug-
outs facing Littleville Road, so they will be evident to 
passers-by.

Additional field trips tied to these units include 
the Connecticut and Springfield Science Museums 
and Shelburne Falls Bridge of Flowers. Camp ends 
Thursday, Aug. 10 and the groups will showcase their 
final projects and outcomes as camp comes to a close. 

PROGRAM     from page 1

Patrick Grego

Duo Mondo will perform on the North Hall Stage in Huntington on Sunday, Aug. 13.
Submitted photo

Duo Mundo to bring Cuban passion 
to the North Hall Stage

HUNTINGTON – The Huntington 
Council on Aging seeks Huntington 
residents to serve on the Age and 
Dementia Friendly Huntington Task 
Force.  

The task force will work with 
the COA and Pioneer Valley Planning 
Commission on developing a communi-
ty assessment and action plan for mak-
ing the town age and dementia friendly. 

The task force will hold meetings and 
host listening sessions on transporta-
tion, housing, health, community ser-
vices and public safety.  

The first task force meeting with 
be on Thursday, Aug. 17 at 10 a.m. at 
Stanton Hall, 26 Russell Road. People 
should contact the COA at 413-512-
5205 or coa@huntingtonma.us for more 
information by Monday, Aug. 14.  

COA looking for residents to serve on 
Dementia Friendly Task Force
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LEE

LEE – There is a free exhibit about baseball at the 
Lee Outlet Mall. It is a Smithsonian quality exhibit, 
inspired by the Pittsfield baseball league’s long history 
of play. It is definitely worth seeing.

Lee Outlet Mall hosts baseball exhibit

Dickinson Hospital has been re-des-
ignated as “Baby Friendly” by Baby-
Friendly USA, the national authority 
responsible for certification of the global 
Baby-Friendly Hospital Initiative, sup-
ported by the World Health Organization 
and the United Nations Children’s Fund. 

The  Baby-Fr iend ly  Hospi ta l 
Initiative is a worldwide program aimed 
at ensuring that all mothers and infants 
receive the best possible start in life by 
fostering an environment that supports 
breastfeeding and encourages the essen-
tial bond between mother and child. 

The award recognizes that Cooley 
Dickinson is adhering to the organiza-
tions’ international standards and evi-
dence-based practices, which have been 

shown to increase breastfeeding initia-
tion and duration. The hospital imple-
ments the organization’s “Ten Steps 
to Successful Breastfeeding” and the 
“International Code of Marketing Breast-
milk Substitutes. 

“This designation is a tribute to our 
commitment to ensuring that everyone 
who delivers a baby at Cooley Dickinson 
is given the resources, information and 
support needed to help them and their 
baby get the best, healthiest start in 
life,” said Dr. Lynnette Watkins, presi-
dent and chief operating officer. “Cooley 
Dickinson has long been a leader in the 
care of parents and newborns, and this is 
yet another example of that.” 

The positive health effects of 

breastfeeding are well documented and 
widely recognized by health authori-
ties throughout the world. The Surgeon 
General’s 2011 Call to Action to Support 
Breastfeeding stated that: “Breast milk 
is uniquely suited to the human infant’s 
nutritional needs and is a live substance 
with unparalleled immunological and 
anti-inflammatory properties that protect 
against a host of illnesses and diseases 
for both mothers and children.” 

Cooley Dickinson is part growing 
list of more than 20,000 Baby-Friendly 
hospitals and birth centers throughout 
the world. These facilities provide an 
environment that supports breastfeeding, 
while respecting every patient’s right to 
make the best decision for themselves 

and their family. Cooley Dickinson 
emphasizes that they support the choices 
made by all patients, including those who 
do not breastfeed. 

“We understand that each patient’s 
journey is unique, and our commitment 
to providing support, regardless of their 
feeding choices, is unwavering,” said 
Childbirth Center nurse manager Karen 
Przybyszewski. 

Cooley Dickinson offers a range of 
resources and educational materials that 
cater to both breastfeeding and formu-
la-feeding parents ensuring that each per-
son is empowered to make the best deci-
sion for themselves and their baby.

 

Cooley Dickinson Hospital earns baby friendly designation

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET!

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN

USDA INSP. FRESH ASSORTED 

PORK LOIN CHOPS ............

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH

PORK SHOULDER PICNIC .....

USDA INSP. $209
lb

SALE DATES: 8/3/23-8/9/23

$149

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH

PORK SPARE RIBS ...............$198

$496
lb

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS

BEEF TOP ROUND
LONDON BROIL .............................

66¢

USDA INSP. FROZEN

CHICKEN TENDERLOIN TRAY PAK ..

INFLATION PRICES IN  RED
ARE AT OR BELOW

 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN DRUMSTICK 10 LB .......

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN

COOKED SHRIMP
26/30 COUNT 2 LB BAG .................. ea

$299
ea

USDA INSP. FROZEN

HASHBROWN PATTIES 2O CT ......

$279

$299

lb

lb

USDA INSP. STORE MADE
ALL VARIETIES FAMILY PAK

ITALIAN SAUSAGE ...........
USDA INSP. STORE MADE BONELESS
CAROLINA GOLD MARINATED

CHICKEN THIGH ..................

CUT 
FREE $166

lb

USDA INSP. SLICED IN DELI
ROTISSERIE STYLE 
CHICKEN BREAST .............$499

lb

$899

BEEF 
STRIPLOIN STEAKS

GREAT ON THE GRILL

FRESH BONELESS

BEEF TENDERLOIN

$799
lb

$999
ea

USDA INSP. 2 1/2 BOX
KAYEM NATURAL CASING

HOT DOGS ...........................

$989
lb

USDA INSP 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

80% LEAN
GROUND BEEF

7 LB 
BAG$379

lb

We will pay you top dollar for your car 
AND we will pick it up! Call us for a price!

651 Center St., Chicopee

 CENTER STREET 
AUTO PARTS OF 
CHICOPEE, INC.

413-733-2778
centerstreetautoparts.com

• Top-Of-The-Line Auto Salvaging Services
• First-Rate Used Auto Parts
• Top-Grade Auto Body Parts
• Sell Your Old or Used Car to Us
“Serving all of Western Mass.”

$$$
Money on 

the Spot 
for All 

Vehicles

PATIOS • WALLS • WALKS • STAIRS
Over 30 Years Experience

Owner On Site • Guaranteed Work
Specializing in Unique 

Hardscape Design & Installation
CRWlandscapes@gmail.com • 413-821-9498413-821-9498

 
• Woodland Management 

• Chapter 61 / Stewardship Plans

• Careful Timber Harvesting

• Always Buying Logs & Timber

• Family Owned & Operated 

www.hullforest.com
 Station Road, Russell, MA

 Call today for a free consultation!

 (413) 862-3340

 
• Woodland Management 

• Chapter 61 / Stewardship Plans

• Careful Timber Harvesting

• Always Buying Logs & Timber

• Family Owned & Operated 

www.hullforest.com
 Station Road, Russell, MA

 Call today for a free consultation!

 (413) 862-3340

 
• Woodland Management 

• Chapter 61 / Stewardship Plans

• Careful Timber Harvesting

• Always Buying Logs & Timber

• Family Owned & Operated 

www.hullforest.com
 Station Road, Russell, MA

 Call today for a free consultation!

 (413) 862-3340

 
• Woodland Management 

• Chapter 61 / Stewardship Plans

• Careful Timber Harvesting

• Always Buying Logs & Timber

• Family Owned & Operated 

www.hullforest.com
 Station Road, Russell, MA

 Call today for a free consultation!

 (413) 862-3340

410 Skyline Trail, Chester, MA
413-354-9609 • 413-667-3340

Open Daily 9 am - 4 pm

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertiser is requested to check their advertisement 
the first time it appears. This paper will not be responsible for 
more than one corrected insertion, nor will be liable for any 
error in an advertisement to a greater extent than the cost of the 
space occupied by the item in the advertisement.

This section of the exhibit highlights Jeff Reardon.
Photos by Deborah Daniels There was an exhibit devoted to women in baseball.

NORTHAMPTON

One of the many baseball memorabilia on display at the 
exhibit at the Lee Outlet Mall.
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MONTGOMERY

W I L L I A M S B U R G  –  S t a t e 
Senator Paul W. Mark announces 
his staff will be conducting office 
hours in Williamsburg on two days in 
August. 

Residents of any of the 57 munic-
ipalities in the Senator’s Berkshire, 
Hampden, Franklin and Hampshire 
District are encouraged to ask for 

assistance with issues involving any 
state agency or to share ideas on cur-
rent or potential state legislation. 
Appointments are not needed.   

His staff will be in Williamsburg 
the second Tuesday, Aug. 8 and fourth 
Tuesday. Aug. 22 from 1-3 p.m. at 
the Town Offices, 141 Main St., 
Haydenville.

By Wendy Long
Correspondent;

MONTGOMERY – Long-time town 
official Jane Thielen was feted with a 
party in her honor on Saturday, July 22 at 
the town hall. 

As she concluded a 48-year career 
with the town, where she served as 
town treasurer, tax collector and select 
board secretary, Thielen was honored by 
about 40 people who attended-represent-
ing 21% of the total population in town 
(838).

Librarian Paula Stipek-Long said, 
“People kept coming up at the party and 
saying she was one of the reasons they 
moved to town,” adding that Thielen had 
been so helpful with the forms and pro-
cesses encountered by new residents.

Thielen first took the job of tax col-
lector in FY75, replacing long-time col-
lector, John Camp.

The town also honored Thielen on 
the sign in the center of town, which 
read, “Thank you Jane Thielen for 48 
years of service to our town.”

The gathering was organized as a 
drop-in style open house, with attendees 
bringing food to share and donating for 
a gift.

Thielen declined to run again for her 
office, which officially ended on June 30, 
although she has been seen in town hall 
supporting the newly elected tax collec-
tor and treasurer, Renee Carnevale.

Montgomery honors Jane Thielen Senator Mark lists August office hours
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Jane Thielen, who retired as 
Montgomery’s Town Treasurer after 48 
years of service, was honored with an 
open house on July 22.

Submitted photos

A sign in the center of Montgomery honored Jane Thielen’s service to the town. 

WILLIAMSBURG
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OTIS

BECKET – Gail Gelburd, an Otis artist, will be 
featured at the upcoming exhibition “Impress” at the 
Becket Art Center, 7 Brooker Hill Road.

Her work will be on display Thursday, Aug. 24 
through Monday, Sept. 11. from noon-4 p.m. An art-
ist reception will be held Saturday, Aug. 26 from 2-4 
p.m. The exhibit is free and open to the public.

Gelburd will be displaying more than 20 works 
of art that are a part of her series entitled “Nature 
Personified.” She said, “The majesty of our environ-
ment may sometimes be missed while the destruc-
tion of nature may also seem insignificant. But we 
are all connected, like the roots of trees, the stream 
of water, we grow together; we do need each other 
to exist.…My art layers the trees and waterfalls, 
streams and sunlight with the human spirit and 
form, so that we might appreciate this interconnect-
edness.” 

Using archival digital photographs, encaustic 
paints, sometimes wood and fiberglass, Gelburd’s 
art works can be two or three dimensional. She 
always starts with photographs of nature, be it of 
the Berkshires, India, Africa or Greece. Most of the 
works in this exhibition feature waterfalls and rivers 
from the Berkshires. 

The Becket Art Center will also include works 
by Roger Duffy (pen and ink), Douglas Gilbert 
(graphite/charcoal),and Deb Lohmeyer (photogra-
phy) during the same time period.  

For more information, people may visit www.
becketartscenter.org, email office@becketartscenter.
org, call: 413-623-6635. 

Otis artist to exhibit at 
Becket Art Center PITTSFIELD – Downtown Pittsfield, Inc. will host 

a free Kids Paint and Sip and Scavenger Hunt on Friday, 
Aug. 4 from 5-7 p.m. in the outdoor seating area next 
to Hot Harry’s and in front of the Marketplace Cafe, 37 
and 53 North St. 

This free animal-themed Paint and Sip is best suit-
ed for ages 5 to 12, although younger and older children 
are welcome. All materials, instruction, snacks and juice 
will be provided. Children are welcome to drop in any-
time over the course of the event and all children must 
be accompanied by an adult. 

The Free Kids’ Scavenger Hunt for art will be held 
on Friday, Aug. 4 from 5-8 p.m. during the First Fridays 
Artswalk. Children who complete the hunt will receive 
a coupon for a free ice cream. A copy of the hunt can be 
picked up on Aug. 4 at the Kids’ Paint and Sip begin-

ning at 5 p.m. Kids should return to the site of the Kids’ 
Paint and Sip no later than 8 p.m. with a completed 
Scavenger Hunt to claim their prize. 

This event is part of the Aug. 4 First Fridays 
Artswalk. For more information, people may visit www.
firstfridaysartswalk.com or call Downtown Pittsfield, 
Inc. at 413-443-6501. 

Download the Downtown Pittsfield app in the App 
Store or on Google Play to follow a virtual walking tour 
of art on your cell phone.  

First Fridays Artswalk is brought to you by 
Downtown Pittsfield, Inc. and the Downtown Pittsfield 
Cultural Association and is supported in part by a grant 
from the Mass Cultural Council and a grant from the 
Pittsfield Cultural Council, a local agency which is sup-
ported by the Mass Cultural Council, a state agency.  

Downtown Pittsfield host Kids Paint and Sip
PITTSFIELD

www.turley.com

Turley Publications seeks Experienced 
Writers/Journalists to produce news and/or 
feature stories of local interest for various towns 
and cities.

• Must be dependable, professional and able to 
     meet strict deadlines
• Salary based on a flat rate by story and photo

Send writing samples with resume to

Eileen Kennedy, Executive Editor
24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069

or email directly to
ekennedy@turley.com

newspaper
correspondent

OPPORTUNITY

Turley Publications is looking for  a “hands 
on” energetic candidate who loves telling stories 
to be the editor for two weekly publications. This 
position will include managing and coaching a 
small news staff that will provide the community 
with a great local newspaper.

The editor will need to cover local government 
and events while representing the newspaper at 
public venues.

The successful candidate will have strong com-
munity journalism skills and is also expected to 
gather news and write stories for the two papers 
as well as for other occasional companywide 
publications.

This is a job for a self-starter who has a vision 
for growing and connecting with our valued 
readers, and who thoroughly enjoys community 
journalism. 

This full-time position with flexible schedule is 
based in our Palmer office at 24 Water St., this is 
not a remote position.

Qualifications should include:
• Bachelor’s degree or equivalent experience
• Willingness to mentor a staff writer and 
    correspondents
• Editing experience and ability to write 
   clean copy in a fast-paced, deadline-driven 
   environment
• Proficiency in Associated Press style
• Management experience and/or experience 
   managing content for a print publication.

Please send resume and writing examples to:
Eileen Kennedy, Executive Editor
24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or email directly to
ekennedy@turley.com

EDITOR WANTED
Community Newspaper

www.turley.com

Turley Publications, based in Palmer, is seeking a 
storyteller who is curious about everything, and who 
understands how town government works to join our 
team of weekly reporters.

Experience in covering town government is a huge 
plus, and any experience in community journalism is 
as well. Staff writers cover all aspects of communities 
from features to municipal meetings to crimes and 
fires. Successful candidates must have people skills, 
plenty of curiosity and able to tell a story. 

If you're a self-starter who enjoys community 
journalism and who can envision themselves 
connecting with our communities, we encourage you 
to apply for this position. Not a remote position.

Qualifications should include:  
• Bachelor's degree or equivalent experience
• A determination to get the story, whatever it 

might be
• Equally comfortable writing hard news, features 

and event coverage
• Ability to write clean copy in a fast-paced, 

deadline-driven environment
• Proficiency in Associated Press style 

Please tell us in a cover letter why you would be
 a good fit for this position and send it along with a 

resume and three writing samples to 
Eileen Kennedy, Executive Editor
24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069

or email directly to
ekennedy@turley.com

STAFF WRITER
JOB OPENING

Turley Publications offers two types of 
obituaries.

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral 
date and place.

The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $225, 
which allows families to publish extended death 
notice information of their own choice and may 
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be submitted through a 
funeral home to: obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.

Obituary Policy
Country Journal

PITTSFIELD –Downtown Pittsfield, Inc. was 
awarded a $65,000 grant from MassDevelopment to 
fund three projects in the city: (1) “The Lab” at the 
Boys & Girls Club of The Berkshires, (2) the Pittsfield 
Community Design Center (“Urban Room”) and (3) Let 
it Shine! A Celebration of Public Art: Mural and Music 
Festival on Saturday, Sept. 9.  

In July 2023, MassDevelopment awarded 
$500,000 in grants to nine organizations, including 
Downtown Pittsfield, Inc., for public-facing projects 
in Gateway Cities that support arts-and culture-based 
economic development and neighborhood revitaliza-
tion, such as public art, arts programming and events, 
space activation, collaborative workspaces, mentoring 
and educational opportunities in the arts, and more. 
The funding was awarded through the fourth round 
of MassDevelopment’s Transformative Development 
Initiative Creative Catalyst Grant program, a competi-
tive opportunity for eligible Gateway Cities.  

Downtown Pittsfield, Inc. and partners will use 
its grant to support (1) the creation of a technology 
lab at the Boys & Girls Club in Pittsfield that seeds an 
entrepreneurial hub for teens in the district and forms a 
new pipeline between Berkshire Innovation Center and 
North Street; (2) the build-out of a brick-and-mortar 
space for the Pittsfield Community Design Center, an 
“Urban Room” which serves as a body for planning and 
executing tactical urbanism strategy and community-fo-
cused planning, featuring equipment like paint, planters, 
recycled furniture, pallets, and tires with seating and 
lounge areas for meetings, brainstorms, and exhibitions; 
and (3) implementation of the “Let It Shine” mural 
installation and celebratory festival that will put two 
building-scale murals in the pedestrian core of Pittsfield 
and will get the community involved in installing three 

smaller participatory murals.  
MassDevelopment’s TDI Creative Catalyst Grant 

program is made possible by the Barr Foundation, 
which since 2019 has awarded $4.4 million to 
MassDevelopment to create and administer arts-based 
programming that directly supports the expansion of 
cultural and creative industries in Gateway Cities. 

MassDevelopment’s Transformative Development 
Initiative (TDI) works with cross-sector partnerships in 
targeted commercial districts in Gateway Cities in order 
to engage community members, implement local eco-
nomic development initiatives, and spur further public 
and private investment. Since 2015, MassDevelopment 
has invested $20 million in TDI districts through tools 
such as technical assistance, real estate investments, 
grant programs, and fellows who work in the districts. 
That investment has directly influenced over $100.2 
million in public and private investments in the districts 
and assisted an additional $219.9 million.  

Defined by the Massachusetts General Laws, 
Gateway Cities are small to midsized cities in 
Massachusetts (population of between 35,000 and 
250,000) that anchor regional economies around the 
state, with below state average household incomes and 
educational attainment rates. The Legislature defines 26 
Gateway Cities in Massachusetts, including Attleboro, 
Barnstable, Brockton, Chelsea, Chicopee, Everett, 
Fall River, Fitchburg, Haverhill, Holyoke, Lawrence, 
Leominster, Lowell, Lynn, Malden, Methuen, New 
Bedford, Peabody, Pittsfield, Quincy, Revere, Salem, 
Springfield, Taunton, Westfield, and Worcester.

For more information on Downtown Pittsfield, 
Inc., people may visit downtownpittsfield.com or call 
Downtown Pittsfield, Inc. at 413-443-6501.  

Downtown Pittsfield, Inc. receives grant award
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SOUTH WORTHINGTON

BECKET

BECKET – A discussion on the 
value of community journalism mod-
erated by Don Morrison will be held 
on Wednesday, Aug. 9 at 7 p.m. at the 
Becket Athenaeum, 3367 Main St.

Refreshments will be served and 
masks are optional. Participants are 
Ronald Bernard, Founder and Board 
Member of The Sandisfield Times; 
Ellenor Downer, editor of Country 
Journal and Stephen Moore, editor of 
Monterey News. They will share their 
own experiences. RSVP to bit.ly/
BA-journalism.

Library story t imes are held 
Saturdays at 10:30 a.m. On the second 
Saturday of the month, the craft project 
is replaced by creative movement with 

Laurel Lenski. RSVP appreciated to bit.
ly/BA-storytime.

A movie night for adults will be held 
Tuesday, Aug. 8 form 6:30-9:30 p.m.

The Cookbook Club meets Monday, 
Aug. 14 at 6 p.m. The cookbook is 
“Recipes from an Italian Summer.” 
Participants should email info@bwli-
brary.org to register and request a cook-
book. They will prepare a recipe to share 
from the cookbook.

Buildwave, a hands on building 
game will take place Saturday, Aug. 
19 from 11 a.m.-noon at the library for 
grades K-6. Space is limited and reg-
istration is required by visiting bit.ly/
BA-build.

BECKET –  The Select Board 
seeks applications from registered 
voters in the Town of Becket for 
three members to serve on the Bylaw 
Review Committee.  

The Committee shall review the 
Town’s General Bylaws to ensure their 
consistency with any applicable law 
and the Town Charter and may pro-
pose amendments or new sections of 
the General Bylaw to the Select Board 
for inclusion on a Town Meeting 
Warrant.

Interested Becket voters are 
asked to submit an Appointment 
Application to the Select Board. The 
application may be obtained from the 
Administrative Assistant by visiting 
the Town Hall, by emailing  admi-
nasst@townofbecket.org and at the 
Forms and Documents page by vis-
iting the town website www.townof-
becket.org. The bylaw describing this 
committee is available on the Bylaw 
Review Committee page of the town 
website.

By Adrienne Metcalf

You may remember the last nearly 
three foot snowstorm of 2023. 

It came all of a sudden, dumped a 
ton of wet snow and by very dent of 
sheer volume took weeks to fade away. 
Between the three foot mark and bare 
ground it melted first in pockets around 
darker stones and trees that warmed in 
the increasing sun. 

It was just such a morning of warm 
sun and the almost audible sound of 
snowmelt that I ventured to our green-
house to check on the plants that over-
wintered. I felt good, enjoying the pat-
tern of snow dappled with dark patches 
and the sun’s inevitable win. 

I was lost in the reverie when I 
noticed, just as I was about to open the 
greenhouse door, a large chunk of metal 
lying on the ground. What the hell?  
Squarish, 12” or so, machined, curved, 
part of something mechanical, it sat on a 
patch of bare ground, propped against a 
small standing stone at the corner of the 
garden.  

It was completely surrounded by 
fields of snow covering the gardens. I 
was stunned, looked around, as if some-
one had snuck in and placed it there and 
were still lurking at the edge of the for-
est, enjoying my dilemma.  

No tracks. I looked around again, 
but this time my head tipped up and I 
searched the sky, as if the offender was 
circling above. Ha, finally my mind 
kicked in. It had to, by all of Nature’s 
immutable laws, had to have dropped 
from the heavens.  

We humans rarely look up, known 
fact. The sky is boundless, unknowable, 
and when something drops out of it, all 
manner of possibilities arise. The sky is 
falling. 

I picked it up. It was heavy. It had a 
broken protuberance and a bit of a metal 
spring on it. This was definitely not a 
piece of our farm equipment. I looked up 
the hill toward Quarry Road, easily 100 
feet away, no tracks and too far to have 
come from the road. 

Back to the sky. Airplane? Satellite? 
I looked up one more time as if the coun-
tenance of some mischievous god was 
going to show itself. “Joe!” I called out 
to my husband in my best farmhouse 
yell.

He traipsed over and we both han-
dled it, turning it over and over, glancing 
from the road to the sky to the woods. 
Joe, who is reliably logical, said not a 
satellite; no burns on it signifying re-en-
try. Ok, good, we’re narrowing the 
unknowable down by one click.  

Farming has taught me to be logical 
and pragmatic in the way of seasons, 
growing, equipment, how to care for 
things and life and that there is always 
an answer. Things dropping from the sky 
was beyond my pay grade.

We brought it in the house, I went 
back to tending plants in the greenhouse 

uneasy with being reminded there is so 
much beyond my control. Upon return to 
the house, Joe piped up, someone might 
need to know about this. Oh yes, there is 
a world outside our farm. 

So, I called Bradley International 
airport: we are under one of their 
flight paths. Bradley sent me to the 
Connecticut State Police covering 
Bradley. They sent me to the FAA, 
Aviation Safety Inspector, Bradley Flight 
Standards District Office where I talked 
with Tom. Tom was friendly, profession-
al and above all, curious.  

I sent him a picture. We made an 
appointment for Tom and a co-worker to 
make an early spring jaunt to come see 
the piece. Cool, maybe we’d be part of 
solving some problem that would save 
lives as the missing airplane part was 
essential…to something, somewhere. 

The day arrived; the sunny spring 
morn was wakening with life as the snow 
was diminished to small patches in shad-
ed corners. A small white car arrived, 
official license plates and all. Now we 
were cautiously curious, having spent the 
last several years with misgivings and 
confusion about government and people 
alike. 

Two middle aged men stepped out, 
clipboards in hand. Warm handshakes 
and we revealed the piece. They stud-
ied it, one to another. “Too heavy” was 
Tom’s first comment. They seemed puz-
zled and asked to see the landing spot. 

We crossed the yard to the spot with 
chickens clucking in support. They took 
photos and notes and we all looked at 
the woods, the road and the sky as we 
explained Bradley flight paths. Joe and 
Tom chatted about C130’s and their 
flight paths over our house using the 
nearby quarry as a test for bombing runs.  
We stood a good long while, mutually 
befuddled as the piece brought us all to a 
standstill of unknowing.

Clearly, they puzzled over the 
weight, explaining that airplane alumi-
num is much lighter. Perhaps it came 
out of a cargo plane, as we learned 
several fly with their hatches open. 
Comforting!... but plausible. 

The shared mystery opened the 
human connection and soon we were 
talking about Tom’s dream to have 
a farm and chickens and that their job 
often requires being first on scene of 
crashes. How silly our mystery metal 
object seemed in light of the weight they 
bore regularly. Answers absent, Tom 
took the piece after giving us an official 
receipt of custody. He was determined to 
solve the mystery.

Several weeks passed when I got a 
call from Tom. He reluctantly admitted 
they had no idea what it was, where it 
came from and how it landed in our yard. 
We chatted that it could have been there 
for months, arriving before one of the 
snowstorms and being buried. I could tell 
he was disappointed, in himself. He took 
pride in solving mysteries. He had taken 

it to Bradley, to various military branches 
and even to the cargo companies who fly 
with open hatches. 

Nothing. “Did I want it back?” he 
asked, insisting it was a conversation 
piece. “Sure”, more out of respect for 
the work he had put in. Did I want it 
shipped or he could bring it up to us. 
At least an hour away, I remembered 
the peace he mentioned feeling here and 
the things he must see that might never 
leave his mind’s eye. “Yes”, bring it up 
to us. In the last moment, not sure of 
what prompted it, I said he might want to 
check with the highway garage in Becket 
if he were coming up any way.

The next day, Tom called. Mystery 
solved, the piece came off one of the 
town trucks. How anticlimactic. 

It was a spring loaded part and must 

have let loose and sailed over 100’ or 
maybe 50‘ and slide across the snow 
to rest against my standing stone. The 
Highway Department wanted it back. He 
would bring it back to the town garage, 
take pictures of the truck that it came off 
and the case would be officially closed. 
He was pleased. 

I was amused and shook my head 
that the dreams of sleuthing and heroic 
plane disaster averted melted with the 
last of the snow. Life goes on in Becket, 
just one tiny mystery solved and a few 
friends and neighbors moved from the 
shared delight of unknowing to irony. Yet 
another episode in Becket’s history at 
this end of town. 

Becket Athenaeum lists eventsSelect Board seeks bylaw 
review committee members

Submitted photo

A tiniest of Becket mysteries resolved

SOUTH WORTHINGTON – 
Sevenars Academy, 15 Ireland St., just 
off Route 112, will host its sixth con-
cert of the Sevenars music Festival 
55th anniversary season on Sunday, 
Aug. 13 at 4 p.m.

There is no admission, but dona-
tions are welcomed at the door. The 
musical trifecta of Carol Wincenc, 
flute; Rebecca Young, violist and Joy 
Cline Phinney, pianist will perform.

Together in a program of trios 
and duos these superb musicians will 
offer Sonatas by Poulenc and Brahms, 
“Legends” by Grammy-winner Valerie 
Coleman, Ibert’s Interludes, a Duo by 
Devienne, Amy Beach’s Romance Op. 
23, Fauré’s Morceau de Concours and 
Bartok’s “Roumanian Dances.”  

This 2023 season in particular is 

made possible in part by the Local 
Cultural Councils of the following 
towns: Agawam, Buckland, Chester, 
Concord, Cummington, Everett, 
Gardner, Goshen, Huntington, Lee, 
Montgomery, Northern Berkshire, 
Otis, Russell, Springfield, West 
Springfield, Westford, Westhampton, 
Wilmington and Worthington.  These 
LCC’s are local agencies which are 
funded in part by the Massachusetts 
Cultural Council, a state agency, and 
the National Endowment for the Arts.

For FY 23 Sevenars was also 
grateful to be one of just three orga-
nizations in Western Massachusetts to 
be awarded a Cultural Facilities Fund 
grant from MassDevelopment to help 
fortify the foundation of the Sevenars 
concert hall. 

Sevenars presents the 6th 
concert of its 55th season
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SCHOOLS & YOUTH

PROPANE GAS
PLUMBING • HEATING

(413) 268-8360
TOLL FREE 1-800-464-2053

Family Owned & Operated
3 Berkshire Trail West (Route 9), P.O. Box 102, Goshen, MA 01032

www.georgepropane.com

George
PROPANE INC.

ARCHITECT
JEFFREY SCOTT PENN

77 Worthington Road, Huntington, MA 01050
Tel. 413-531-1868
Fax. 413-667-3082

Email: jspsed@verizon.net

new construction, renovation,
historic preservation

DOWN TO EARTH
EXCAVATING

413+667+ 5269

Highly Regarded Professionals: Complete Site Work,
Septic Development and Repairs. Fully insured.

INC

DOWN TO EARTH
EXCAVATING INC

Paul & Randy LaPointe, Owners Huntington, Mass.
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• Tune Ups
• Installations

• Oil Tanks

Huntington, Massachusetts

Office 413.667.0245
Cell 413.530.7037

jeffsoilburnerservice@hotmail.com

FEED • PET SUPPLIES • CLOTHING • COAL 
WOOD PELLETS • WILD & CAGED BIRDSEED
 POOL SUPPLIES •  MOTOR OILS • FENCING
LAWN & GARDEN SUPPLIES • FERTILIZER

GATEWAY FARM & PET

59 RUSSELL ROAD, HUNTINGTON, MA 01050

1-413-667-2279
TARA GRENIER •  PAUL GRENIER

M-F 8am-5pm
Sat. 8am-4pm

B U S I N E S S  D I R E C T O RY

46 Pitcher Street Donald Washburn
Montgomery, MA 01085   862-3301

Kirke R. Henshaw, Inc.
Water Well Drilling, Water Pump Sales & Service

800-232-4725 • Fax 413-296-4565
Charles R. Henshaw

130 Cummington Rd., W. Chesterfield, MA • 413-296-4725

Water
Testing

•
Water System

Repairs

System
Evaluations

•
Hydrofracture

to Increase Flow

Paul’s
Plumbing & Heating

238-0303
PAUL GRAHAM
Mass. License 23299

Structural Repairs - Wood -  Masonry
Sagging Floors • Beams • Sill Timbers • Columns • Termite Damage

Foundation Repairs • Piers & Footings • Chimney Rebuilds

413-667-3149

Dale’s Structural 
& Carpentry

Home Improvement • Additions • Restorations • Remodeling

Timber Frame Homes
Residential
Seasonal Homes & Camps
Garage Repairs
Carriage & Colonial Barns

Kitchen & Baths
Drywall • Paint • Trim Work
Windows • Doors
Decks & Stairs
Interior & Exterior Finishes

Victoria Minella-Sena
Local Realtor, Huntington, MA
~ Helping home buyers & sellers 

for over 20 years.
~ FREE Property Valuation & 

Market Analysis.

(413) 530-8182
Hilltownrealtor@gmail.com
www.victoriaminellasena.realtor

•

Contact 
Theresa

to advertise at
413-283-8393

or email:
twegiel@turley.com

• TV, Audio, WiFi
• Outside Digital TV Antennas
• Wall Mounted TVs
• Cell Reception Antennas

413-443-9235 
215 Fourth St., Pittsfield, MA

Schilling TV
SALES • SERVICE • INSTALLATION

Since 
1948

We 
Deliver

NORTHAMPTON – The America’s 
oldest on-going agricultural Fair, the 
Three County Fair, has announced this 
year’s Class of 2023 scholarship award 
recipients. 

Applicants are scored on academ-
ics, extra-curricular activities, applica-
tion presentation, future study plans and 
involvement in agriculture, including 
the annual Labor Day weekend Fair. 
The Fair awarded its first scholarship in 
1867.  

“The Fair received a number of 
exemplary applications making the 
selection process very difficult.  We 
are pleased to continue providing 
scholarship opportunities and wish the 
recipients the very best in their chosen 
fields of study.” said Three County Fair 
President, Tom Smiarowski. 

The  Fai r  manages  the  pres -
tigious Raymond & Josephine Duda 
Scholarship. The Duda Scholarship was 
established in 2014 by Raymond and 
Josephine Duda of Easthampton, who 
operated one of the area’s largest dairy 
farms. 

T h i s  y e a r ’s  $ 1 , 0 0 0  D u d a 
Scholarship winner is Suzanne van 
Geel of Hatfield. She graduated from 
Smith Vocational and Agricultural High 
School in Northampton and will be 
attending Delaware Valley University 
in Pennsylvania pursuing an Equine 
Science/Management degree with 
plans for a career in horse breeding. 
van Geel volunteers each Labor Day 
weekend in the Three County Fair’s 
Baby Barnyard and has been active with 

Future Farmers of America, 4-H and 
work at Luther Belden Dairy Farm in 
Hatfield. 

Six other area high school students 
were also selected to each receive a 
$500 scholarship from the Three 
County Fair, including Avery Brooks 
of Westhampton, Liliana Pollard of 
Worthington, Nancy Mueller of Russell, 
Samantha Baker of South Deerfield, 
along with Kaitlyn Nowak and Matthew 
Brady both from Northampton.

Avery Brooks of Westhampton 
g r a d u a t e d  f r o m  t h e  Wi l l i s t o n 
Northampton School and will attend the 
University of Hartford for prosthetics 
and orthotics. 

Liliana Pollard of Worthington 
graduated from Smith Academy and 
wil l  a t tend Holyoke Community 
College majoring in forest ecosystem 
science.

Nancy Mueller of Russell graduat-
ed Gateway Regional High School and 
will attend Elon University.

Samantha Baker of South Deerfield 
graduated from Frontier Regional High 
School and will attend Springfield 
College majoring in health science.

Kaitlyn Nowak of Northampton 
graduated Northampton High School 
and wi l l  a t tend West fie ld  Sta te 
University majoring in elementary edu-
cation.

Matthew Brady of Northampton 
graduated from Northampton High 
School and will attend the University of 
Wisconsin-Madison majoring in horti-
culture. 

Three County Fair awards scholarships

HOLYOKE - Students enrolled 
full  t ime in chemistry,  biology, 
engineering, mathematics,  phys-
ics or other STEM fields at Holyoke 
Community College now have until 
Tuesday, Aug. 15, to apply for a 
National Science Foundation scholar-
ship of up to $10,000 a year. 

Through HCC, the Nat ional 
Science Foundation Scholarship offers 
on average $6,500 per year to qual-
ified full-time students and prorated 
amounts for part-time students.

New and current HCC students 
are encouraged to apply. The applica-
tion deadline for the fall 2023 semes-
ter has been extended until Aug. 15, 
2023. 

Students chosen for the NSF 
scholarship become members of 
HCC’s STEM Scholars 2.0 Program, 
also known as SCoRE.

STEM Scholars are expected to 
maintain enrollment in a STEM pro-
gram, be in good academic standing, 

complete an associate degree at HCC, 
and/or transfer to an accredited STEM 
degree program at a four-year institu-
tion. The scholarships are renewable 
every year students continue to meet 
the eligibility criteria.

Beside the financial  awards, 
STEM Scholars become part of a 
learning community that fosters a 
sense of belonging and academ-
ic success, and includes mentoring, 
research, and honors experiences; 
community service; and internships.

The application and eligibility 
guidelines can be viewed at hcc.edu/
stem-scholarship.

STEM disciplines include biolog-
ical sciences, physical sciences, math, 
computer and information services, 
geosciences, and engineering.

The program is led by HCC math 
professor Ileana Vasu, coordinator of 
the STEM Scholars program. She can 
be reached at ivasu@hcc.edu or 413-
552-2438.

HCC STEM scholarship deadline 
extended to Aug. 15

Bryant University
Smithfield, RI

Making spring Dean’s List are: 
Catherine Bean of Westfield, Tyler 
Champagne of  Westfield,  Ryan 
Cimini of Westfield, Sophia Corcoran 
of  Westfie ld ,  Karl i  Lajeunesse 
of Westfield, Cameron Lisowski 
of Westfield,  Selena Negron of 
Easthampton, Emma Pedolzky of 
Westfield, Jordan Perry of Westfield, 
David Roundy of Westfield, Anthony 
Schabowski of Westfield and Kyle 
Scherpa of Westfield.

 
Champlain College

Burlington, VT
Making spring Dean’s List are 

Sarah Constantine of Easthampton and 
Cole Patrick of Easthampton.

Dickinson College
Carlisle, PA, 

Making the spring Dean’s List is 
Sofia Getoff-Scanlon of Easthampton. 

Purchase College
Purchase, N.Y.

Making spring Dean’s List is 
Rowan Perkins of Williamsburg. 

Tufts University
Medford 

Making spring Dean’s List are: 
Ruby McElhone Yates of Easthampton, 
Natalie Nicoletti of Williamsburg 
and Annika von Schoeler-Ames of 
Williamsburg. 

University of Hartford
West Hartford, CT

Making spr ing Dean’s  Lis t 
are: Ashelyn Baran of Westfield, 
Margaret Philpott of Westfield, Abigail 
Cervonayco of Westfield, Sophia Singer 
of Westfield, Aaron Champagne of 
Westfield, Cara Urbanski of Westfield, 
Benjamin Parsons of Sandisfield and 
Madison Degrandpre of Easthampton.

Colleges, Universities announce Dean’s Lists

RUSSELL

RUSSELL – On Saturday, Sept. 16, 
the Russell Council on Aging will host 
its annual Tag Sale from 10 a.m.-3 p.m. 
on the lawn outside the Senior Center at 
the Russell Town Hall, 65 Main St. and 
across the street in Veterans Memorial 
Park. 

Now is the time to clear out the 
clutter before the holidays. People can 
reserve a 12-ft. x 12-ft. site for just $20, 
which includes the town of Russell tag 
sale permit fee. Vendors must supply 

their tables, chairs and tents if desired. 
People may mail their name, con-

tact information and payment to Russell 
COA, P.O. Box 407, Russell, MA 01071. 
They may call Carrie Florek at 413-862-
6217 or e-mail coa@townofrussell.us 
with further questions.

All proceeds will benefit programs 
and activities for the Russell Council on 
Aging. In the event of rain cancellation, 
payments will be returned. There is not 
a rain date.

Russell COA seeks vendors for annual tag sale
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CLUES ACROSS
1. Indicates tire 

pressure
4. Request
7. Clairvoyance
10. 007’s creator
11. Adult male
12. Scandinavian god 

of battle
13. Cloths spread on 

a coffin
15. Breeze through
16. Ladyfish genus
19. It’s good to take 

them
21. Noble-governed 

territory
23. Members of U.S. 

Navy
24. Card game 

resembling 
rummy

25. Affected by injury
26. Member of a 

Semitic people
27. Left
30. Woman’s cloak

34. S. American plant
35. Prohibit
36. Offense
41. Dish soap brand
45. Ottoman military 

commanders
46. Ancient Greek 

City
47. Makes unhappy
50. Discuss again
54. Medical 

instrument 
55. Promote
56. A beloved carb
57. Tag the base 

runner to get him 
out

59. Prehistoric people
60. Large African 

antelope
61. Vehicle
62. Georgia rockers
63. Scientific 

instrument (abbr.)
64. A major division 

of geological time
65. Attempt

CLUES DOWN
1. Plant of the nettle 

family
2. Fit to be sold
3. Rather
4. Collected
5. A baglike structure 

in a plant or 
animal

6. Patella
7. Ageless
8. Lists of course 

requirements
9. Pokes at
13. TV network
14. They __
17. Cooking hardware
18. U.S. Army title
20. Iron-containing 

compound
22. Swiss river (alt. 

spelling)
27. Former French 

coin
28. Electronic 

countermeasures
29. Taxi

31. Helps little firms
32. Woeful
33. Midway between 

northeast and 
east

37. Glowing
38. Tasks which 

should be done
39. An informal body 

of friends
40. Intrinsic nature
41. Neural structures
42. Brews
43. Where ships 

unload cargo
44. Singer
47. Sino-Soviet block 

(abbr.)
48. Southwest 

Scotland town
49. Most worthless 

parts
51. Viscous
52. Put to work
53. Old world, new
58. Swiss river

an
sw

er
s

Al's Tire & Auto Repair
When it comes to tires we do it all,

from wheelbarrows to big rigs.
MOST MAJOR TIRE BRANDS AVAILABLE

Brakes, Shocks, Struts, Front End Repairs & Alignments
Air Conditioning Service, Check Engine Lights
918 Southampton Road, Westfield, MA 01085

Monday - Friday 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Mike Morin 562-3391 Alice Morin 562-1704

THIS WEEK’S HOROSCOPES

NATIONALLY ADVERTISED MERCHANDISE FOR ALL MAKES & MODELSWESTFIELD
AUTO PARTS INC

AUTO PARTS 
& SUPPLIES

WHOLESALE   RETAIL

Dial 568-8944 or 568-1611  FAX # 568-1554

★ Complete Auto Machine Shop Service   ★ Engine Rebuilding Of All Kinds
★ Authorized Caterpillar Hydraulic Hose Dealer   ★ Hydraulic Hoses

Call “DALE”      8-12 BIRGE AVE., WESTFIELD

Now stocking 
Car Quest 

Filters made 
by WIX,

Amalie Oil,
Bailing Twine 

&
Tractor Parts

Fun By The 
Numbers
Like puzzles? 
Then you’ll love 
sudoku. This 
mind-bending 
puzzle will have 
you hooked from 
the moment you 
square off, so 
sharpen your 
pencil and put 
your sudoku 
savvy to the test!

ARIES
Mar 21/Apr 20
Someone in your life 
says they’re making 
changes, but when you 
look closely it seems 
like much of the same. A 
little encouragement on 
your part can help this 
person along.

TAURUS
Apr 21/May 21
Tread lightly if you broach 
a difficult conversation 
with someone close to 
you. These are tricky wa-
ters you are navigating 
and you want to maintain 
the relationship.

GEMINI
May 22/Jun 21
Problems may seem 
be bigger than they 
really are. Step back, 
take a few breaths 
and then look at things 
from another perspec-
tive. Ask for a second 
opinion as well.

CANCER
Jun 22/Jul 22
Look for the double 
meanings in conversa-
tions you’re having with 
coworkers. They could 
be trying to tell you 
something, so read be-
tween the lines. 

LEO
Jul 23/Aug 23
Leo, you are typically 
good at reading others’ 
moods, so use that skill 
this week when placed 
in a sensitive situation. 
It will help guide you on 
what to say and what to 
keep quiet for now. 

VIRGO
Aug 24/Sept 22
There is a lot of socializ-
ing going on in your life 
right now, Virgo. Enjoy 
the excitement while it 
lasts and maximize all 
of the events you can 
attend. Things may start 
to slow in a few weeks.

LIBRA
Sept 23/Oct 23
It’s probably best to 
keep your head down 
for the next few days 
and just go about your 
normal routine, Libra. 
Don’t get pulled into 
anyone’s drama or offer 
your take on things.

SCORPIO
Oct 24/Nov 22
Scorpio, it is time to be 
more proactive about 
getting what you want. 
Make a list of the things 
that most interest you 
right now, and then 
devise a plan to make 
things happen.

SAGITTARIUS 
Nov 23/Dec 21
Figure out which stance 
you want to take right 
now. Are you seeing 
the glass half full or half 
empty? Perception can 
affect your daily life in 
many ways. 

CAPRICORN
Dec 22/Jan 20
Good news is on the 
way. This will leave you 
floating on air for some 
time afterwards. Sur-
round yourself with the 
people you love this 
week so that they can 
share the good fortune.

AQUARIUS
Jan 21/Feb 18
There is a lot that you 
have been juggling for 
some time Unless you 
take a break or ask 
for help, one of those 
balls are going to fall 
and that could have a 
domino effect.

PISCES
Feb 19/Mar 20
Pisces, you have ev-
ery right to express 
your opinions. Oth-
ers will just have to 
accept what you say 
even if they don’t 
agree with it.

•

To advertise here
contact Teri at
413-283-8393

or email:
twegiel@turley.com •
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RUSSELL – Joseph G. Clendenin, 33, 
of Russell, loving son, brother, uncle and 
friend passed away at home on July 25, 
2023. 

He was born in Holyoke to Gregory 
J. Clendenin and Paula M (Sanford) 
Tennyson. He attended the Granville and 
Southwick school system. He worked in the 
home improvement and asphalt business. 
He was an avid outdoorsman, fishing, hik-
ing, being in the woods and working in his 
sawmill (summer/winter) whenever he had the chance. 

He loved spending time with family and friends. 
He is survived by his mother Paula M. Tennyson of 
Russell, his father Gregory J. Clendenin and wife Lisa 

of Granville, his brothers Michael Clendenin 
of Montgomery, Richard Oathout of Russell, 
his sister Samantha Oathout of Westfield, 
Uncle Bill Sanford and wife Sarah of 
Stephentown, Aunt Judy Lennon and 
Dave of Middlefield, his cousins Matthew 
Lennon/Kaleb Lennon, Paul Sanford, Jesse 
Sanford, Eric Dean/Avah Dean and his 
beloved niece Alexandra Mendonca. Joe and 
his contagious grin will be greatly missed by 
all of his family and friends. 

Calling hours will be held on Friday, Aug. 4, 2023 
from 4-7 p.m. at the Firtion Adams Funeral Home, 76 
Broad Street, Westfield, MA 01085. www.firtionadams.
com. 

DEATH NOTICES
OBITUARIES

Joseph G. Clendenin, 33

H U N T I N G T O N  – 
Sheila Mae Myrick, age 
62, passed away in her 
home at Hamlin Court, 
Huntington on July 27, 
2023. 

S h e  w a s  b o r n  i n 
N o r t h a m p t o n ,  s p e n t 
most of her childhood in 
Agawam before moving to 
Middlefield

After graduating from 
Gateway Regional High 

School in 1979, she worked 
at Western Massachusetts 
Hospital in the maintenance 
department before taking an 
early retirement. 

The Graham Hilltown 
C o m m u n i t y  F u n e r a l 
Home, 27 Russell Road in 
Huntington has honorably 
been entrusted with Sheila’s 
care and service request. 
Please visit hilltownfuneral-
home.com

Sheila Mae Myrick, 62

With family at her side, Theresa Anne 
Olejarz (Sears, née Fournier) received her 
final A+, at the age of 68, when she died 
July 24, 2023 in Springfield, after mak-
ing every possible effort to beat leukemia.  
Terry is survived by her husband, Robert 
Olejarz, her daughter Tammy Goodhue 
(Jason Goldschmidt), her son Daniel Sears 
(Kevin Ahearn), her bonus daughter Lindsey 
Barnhardt, her grandchildren Isaiah, Zoran, 
Genevieve, Graham and Jasmine, her sisters 
Mary Lou Chmura (Phil) and Linda Wright 
(Bill), her brother Lawrence Fournier (Cheryl), her first 
husband Lawrence Sears, her nieces Marcy, Amber, 
Stephanie, and Jackie, her extended family, and her many 
friends and golf buddies.  Terry is preceded by her parents 
Donald and Barbara Fournier (née Hague) and her life-
long best friend and spirit guide Mary Farrar (née Barr).

Growing up in Huntington, Terry was a quiet, studi-
ous child and teenager, who was also a smidge mischie-
vous and had fun with her siblings and her chosen fami-
lies the Barrs and the Pikes.  She graduated from Gateway 
Regional High School at the top of her class as a member 
of the National Honor Society and proud recipient of the 
DAR award. 

Terry immediately began her career in 1972 when, 
upon graduation, she became the Superintendent’s 
Secretary.  After a stint co-owning and operating The 
Craft Studio with her sister Mary Lou, Terry continued 
her career in school business administration as Treasurer 
for Gateway Regional while raising two children and 
going to school nights and weekends.  

Terry earned a Master’s degree with honors from 
Cambridge College in 1991 and advanced her career 

in the Ware and East Longmeadow school 
districts, holding Business Manager and 
Assistant Superintendent positions.  

During this time, she and her friends, the 
Women in Charge, could be found working 
hard and/or making a little trouble.  After 
retiring the first time in 2015, Terry also 
worked for Pope Francis Preparatory School 
and held part-time consultant positions in 
other districts as well. 

Terry was an exceedingly good wife, 
mother, grandmother, sister, aunt and friend. 

Along the way she built a “modern family.” In 1973, Terry 
married her high school sweetheart, Larry, with whom she 
raised Tammy and Danny.  

In 2002, Terry married her golf partner, Bob, with 
whom she raised Lindsey and enjoyed life with their 
beloved dog Baron. Later, Terry was very closely bonded 
with Zoran and Isaiah from the moment they were born. 
In addition, she was honored and thrilled to have Jasmine, 
Genevieve and Graham in her life.   

Her unconditional love and admiration as a proud 
grandmother was felt by all. Terry welcomed, supported, 
celebrated, and fiercely loved, regardless of biological 
connection, race, sexual orientation, gender identity or 
golf handicap, no matter how or when people came to be 
part of her family. Those who were loved were likely to 
receive a compliment, a word of encouragement, a gener-
ous gift, her time and maybe even a playful flipping of the 
bird. Everyone loved her shenanigans, especially the ones 
that involved dancing.

Striving for excellence wasn’t limited to supporting 
family or academic and career pursuits. Terry was also 
an avid golfer obsessed with improving her game. She 

enjoyed the simple pleasures of walking the course, com-
peting and trying to best herself.  

Through golf, she made many friends and acquain-
tances, spent many wonderful days and traveled with Bob, 
increased her confidence and acquired her Birdie Babe 
nickname. A highlight of her golf career was sinking a 
hole-in-one in 2008.

Terry approached her advanced cancer diagnosis in 
late 2021 much the same way she approached other parts 
of her life with a goal to do her very best. And she did. 
During months of cumulative hospitalizations, many diffi-
cult procedures and treatments including a stem cell trans-
plant and countless transfusions, she followed instruc-
tions, did more than was asked of her, never complained 
and never gave up hope. She beamed with pride when her 
providers frequently told her she got an A+.   Terry living 
longer than expected was a surprise to her medical team, 
but not to her family and friends.  Terry loved a challenge 
and loved exceeding expectation. She will be missed.

Terry’s family would like to express gratitude for the 
teams of doctors, nurses, social workers, phlebotomists, 
special pizza servers and others at Dana Farber Cancer 
Institute, D’Amour Center for Cancer Care, Brigham and 
Women’s Hospital and Baystate Medical Center. Their 
care and compassion were profoundly appreciated.

Calling hours will be held Saturday, Aug. 5, 2023 
from 1-3 p.m. at Forastiere Smith Funeral and Cremation 
at 220 North Main St., East Longmeadow with a 3 p.m. 
memorial service to follow.  

In lieu of flowers, Terry’s family suggests making a 
donation in her name to Dana Farber Cancer Institute or 
donating blood or platelets at Baystate Medical Center in 
her honor. For more details and to share condolences peo-
ple may visit www.forastiere.com. 

Theresa Anne Olejarz (Sears, nee Founier), 68

S O U T H A M P TO N  – 
Willis M. “Jed” Underwood, 
52, passed away on Friday, 
July 28, 2023 surrounded by 
his loving family. 

He was born in Westfield 
to Nancy (Brown) Underwood 
and the late Willis M. “Skip” 
Underwood, III. 

He was a graduate of 
Gateway Regional High 
School and he received 
an Associate’s Degree in Nursing from 
Edison State College in Fort Meyers, 
Florida. He was employed as a registered 
nurse for the Palliative Care Program at 
Colley Dickinson VNA and Hospice. 

Jed was a “Jack of all trades” and 
loved to tinker in the garage, fixing, build-
ing and repairing things for family and 
friends. He also enjoyed camping, four 
wheeling, dancing and was always the life 
of the party. 

He is survived by his beloved wife 

Amy B. (Webb) Underwood, 
his loving children, Sara 
R. Underwood and Evan 
M.  Underwood,  a l l  o f 
Southampton, his caring 
mother, Nancy Underwood of 
Westfield, his sister Carolyn 
Wyckmans and her husband 
Robert  of Easthampton, 
and his brothers, Corey R. 
Underwood of Montgomery 
and Dennis W. Underwood of 

Westfield, many extended family mem-
bers, friends and co-workers. 

A Celebration of Life will be held 
on Saturday, Aug. 5, 2023 at 1 p.m. in the 
Firtion Adams Funeral Service, 76 Broad 
St. Westfield. Visiting hours will precede 
the service from 10 a.m.-1 p.m. in the 
funeral home.  

In Lieu of flowers, please send dona-
tions to the Cancer Connection, 41 Locust 
St. Northampton, MA 01060. www.firtio-
nadams.com

Willis M. “Jed” Underwood, 52

WESTFIELD – Kay 
(Chapman) Zimmerman 
died peacefully at Westfield 
Gardens in Westfield with 
her loving husband at her 
side. 

Many knew Kay from 
Huntington High and her 
years working for the 
Gateway Regional School 
system where she retired. 
Kay focused her life on rais-
ing her children until she met James. 
who she has spent the last thirty years 
with enjoying love and life.

A big joy in her life was hosting 
family functions and get togethers for 
holidays and her favorite the Westfield 
River Canoe race. Kay loved to quilt 
and crochet and then shared her projects 
with friends and family.  She looked 
forward to attending craft shows and 
she would never miss the annual Orchid 
show at Smith College. 

Kay was a  member of  the 
Montgomery Community Church. She 
has lived in Montgomery, Huntington 
and Chester.  

She leaves behind a lot of loved 

ones.  Her husband James 
Zimmerman; her children 
Beau T. Reed, Robin Gray 
(Reed) and Dwayne A. Long; 
her grandkids, Lisa M. Gray, 
Hannah I. Mitchell (Long), 
Robert P. Reed, Bridget I. 
Long, Mary Elizabeth Reed; 
one great-granddaughter 
Chloe G. Mitchell; siblings 
Joyce Dupelle (Chapman), 
Richard Chapman, Edward 

Chapman and Roger Chapman.  
She is predeceased by her son 

Jody E. Reed (d. 1963) and her brother, 
Wayne Chapman (d. 2012). 

Calling hours for Kay will be held 
on Saturday, Aug. 5 from 9-11 a.m. 
at the Graham Hilltown Community 
Funeral Home, 27 Russell Road in 
Huntington, followed by a service at 11 
a.m. with burial at Center Cemetery in 
Montgomery. For online condolences 
please visit hilltowncommunityfuneral-
home.com 

Donations may be made in lieu of 
flowers to Cure Alzheimer’s Fund, 34 
Washington St., Suite 200, Wellesley 
Hills, MA 02481.

Kay (Chapman) Zimmerman, 83

Night of mothing postponed to Aug. 5
PITTSFIELD Join Berkshire 

Environmental Action Team (BEAT), 
Matthew Rymkiewicz, and Carla 
Rhodes for a night of mothing (i.e., 
using a light to attract and look for 
moths) on Saturday, Aug. 5 for a 
hands-on experience and become a 
Community Scientist by contributing 
scientific data about moths. This event 

was originally scheduled for July 29, 
but it was postponed due to thunder-
storms. This event invites people of all 
ages and backgrounds to learn about, 
observe, and document moths as a way 
to celebrate National Moth Week.

This free educational event is 
organized by Berkshire Environmental 
Action Team.

CLENDENIN, 
JOSEPH G.

Died July 25, 2023
Services Aug. 4, 2023

MYRICK, 
SHEILA MAE

Died July 27, 2023
Service Aug. 6, 2023

OLEJARZ 
(FOURNIER), 

THERESA ANN
Died July 24, 2023

Services Aug. 5, 2023

UNDERWOOD, 
WILLIS M.

Died July 28, 2023
Services Aug. 5, 2023

ZIMMERMAN (CHAPMAN), KAY
Died July 27, 2023

Services August 5, 2023
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Chester Water 
Commission

Public Hearing
The Chester Water 

Commission will hold 
a  publ ic  hear ing on 
September 06, 2023 at 
6PM in the COA room 
in the Town Hall, 15 
Middlefield Road, Chester 
to discuss the water rate 
for FY2024, as well as the 
status of the water enter-
prise fund, and provide 
an update on current and 
future projects to improve 
water plant and distribu-
tion system operations. 
07/27, 08/03/2023

NOTICE OF 
DESTRUCTION OF 

RECORDS
Worthington School 

District
August 1, 2023
NOTICE OF 

DESTRUCTION OF 
SPECIAL EDUCATION 

RECORDS 2023
This notification is to 

inform parents/guardians 
and former students of 
the Worthington School 
District’s intent to destroy 
the Special Education 
records of students who 
were no longer receiving 
Special Education services 
as of 2016. These records 
will be destroyed in accor-
dance with the state law 

unless the parent/guard-
ian or eligible (adult) stu-
dent notifies the School 
District otherwise by 
SEPTEMBER 1, 2023.

Spec ia l  educa t ion 
records collected by the 
Wor th ing ton  Schoo l 
District related to the 
identification, evaluation, 
educational placement, or 
the provision of Special 
Education in the district, 
must be maintained under 
state and federal laws for 
a period of seven (7) years 
after special education ser-
vices have ended. Special 
Education services end 
when the student is no lon-
ger eligible for services, 
graduates, moves from the 

district or completes his or 
her education program at 
age 22.

After 7 years,  the 
records are no longer 
useful to the district, but 
they may be useful to par-
ents/guardians or former 
students in applying for 
Social Security benefits, 
rehabilitation services, 
college entrance, etc. The 
parent/guardian or eligi-
ble (adult) student may 
request records by calling: 
R. H. Conwell Elementary 
School at 413-238-5856 
or emailing Emily Lak at 
elak@hr-k12.org
08/03, 08/10/2023

PUBLIC NOTICES

Public Notices
ARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3

Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, 
Fridays noon for Monday holidays.

Classifieds
A TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE Call us at 413.283.8393

12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS    ❙     SERVING 50  LO CAL C OMMUNITIES

COLLECTOR PAYS CASH
for stamp collections,

large or small. Call Ron for sale or 
evaluation

(413)896-3324

FIREWOOD
MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-
tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor 
Wood Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titani-
um Stainless Steel.  26% Tax Credit.  
Call (508)882-0178

HAY FOR SALE
ROUND, WRAPPED HAY BALES, 
First & Second Cutting. Dry & Wet. 
Worthington, MA.  Call  (413)478-
0178.

MISCELLANEOUS
15’ GRUMMAN CANOE WITH MO-
TOR MOUNT MINKOTA ELECTRIC, 
PADDLES ALUMINUM TRAILER 
FOR CANOE OR KAYAK ALL MIINT 
$850.00 (413)245-7409

WANTED TO BUY
ANTIQUES AND OLD STUFF WANT-
ED BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games,coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musical 
instruments, typewriters, sewing ma-
chines, tools, radios, clocks, lanterns, 
lamps, kitchenware, cookware, knives, 
military, automotive, fire department, 
masonic,license plates,beer-cans, 
barware, books, oil cans, advertising 
tins,hunting, fishing, signs, and more 
Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish-
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class-
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti-
mate.

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-
way doors, basement windows, chim-
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys-
tems, sump pumps.  BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569-
1611, (413)374-5377

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis-
crimination.” We will not knowingly ac-
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per-
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis.

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 
Add $10 for a second Zone 
or add $15 to run in 
ALL THREE ZONES.

 First ZONE base price  ___________

 Add a second ZONE ___________

 Add a third ZONE ___________

 Subtotal ___________

 x Number of Weeks ___________

 TOTAL Enclosed ___________

$10.00
$5.00

Quabbin
❏

Suburban
❏

Hilltowns
❏

Run my ad in the
following ZONE(s):

Includes
additional words

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  QUABBIN & SUBURBAN – FRIDAY AT NOON
  HILLTOWNS – MONDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

Purchase a photo that recently ran in 
one of our publications.

Go to newspapers.turley.com/
photo-request

$12.50
Each

Digital Photos
TURLEy PUBLIcATIONS, INc.
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Hilltown Hiking Adventures

MAIL YOUR LISTING INFORMATION TO:
Turley Publications, Attn: Jamie Joslyn, 24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069

or email* them to: jamie@turley.com
*Be sure to indicate “Autumn Event” in the subject line of your email.

Community 
Autumn Events
Event Should Be Non-Profit

& Open to the Public

FREE Calendar Listings Reaching over 
200,000 Readers in the Pioneer Valley

Event Name _______________________________________________

Date/Time _________________________________________________

Location __________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

Description ________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

Cost _____________________________________________________

Contact name & phone number for more information ________________

_________________________________________________________

Send Us Your
Autumn Event

Information
Turley Publications will 

print your Autumn event
FREE OF CHARGE in our 

Autumn Fest Supplement 
which will be published 

September 13, 2023.
Total circulation of 85,000

reaching over 200,000 readers
in the Pioneer Valley.

Deadline 
for Calendar 

submissions is 
August 16.

The Hilltown Hikers trekked back in 
Hilltown History on old Ryan Road from 
both Washington and Middlefield. 

The most interesting find was a 
mailbox in front of an old cellar hole, 
which made for great conversation. West 
Road in Middlefield, hidden Hilltown 
history here on old Ryan Road once part 
of the network of early colonial roads 
expanding travel and settlement from 
Becket, Washington to Middlefield. 

Old Ryan Road once crossed Coles 
Brook as seen by the stone abutments. 
One of the first settlers here was William 

Taylor, he came to Middlefield with his 
father in about 1773. In 1781 he pur-
chased for his farm lot 13, 1 Div. W. 
Prescott Grant, which is located on 
West Hill just north of the south road 
to Becket. He was a soldier in the 
Revolutionary War. 

This large section of land is now 
conserved by Orenda Land Trust called 
the Fowler-Earnes Sanctuary. In total 
1,481 acres of land are conserved includ-
ing old farm fields. The farmsteads are 
long gone and the forest has grown in but 
the stone walls and fruit trees still stand.

Trail takes hikers through 
Fowler-Earnes Sanctuary

Hilltown Hiker Greg stands inside an old cellar hole. Another hiker stands by a mailbox by the 
cellar hole. Submitted photos

This mailbox along West Road in Middlefield was an interesting find for the hikers in the hike 
through the Fowler-Earnes Sanctuary.

The stone abutments still stand for the old bridge from Middlefield to Washington.

Coles Brook was one of the stops for the Hilltown Hikers.


