
By Mary Kronholm
Correspondent

BLANDFORD – The range and 
depth of American music will be on 
display Saturday evening, July 22, 
at 7:30 p.m. at the White Church in 
Blandford. 

Guest artist, Jimmy Roberts, 
famed composer of Off Broadway’s 
second longest-running musical ever, 
“I Love You, You’re Perfect, Now 
Change,” will sit at the restored grand 
piano to spread the joy of the Great 
American Songbook, its evocative lyr-
ics and memorable melodies, to his 
Blandford audience. 
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Jimmy Roberts to 
perform at White 
Church

BLANFORD

By Mary Kronholm
Correspondent

BLANDFORD – The 
Select Board met earlier than 
usual Thursday, June 29 in 
order to get to the Special 
Town Meeting. 

Ultimately the board 
found it necessary to recess 
and reconvene after the 
STM. One of the agen-
da items was to review and 
act on the Shared Water 
Opera tor  Memorandum 
of Understanding between 
Blandford and Chester 
water departments.  The 
Inter-Municipal Agreement 
between the two towns 
tha t  the  Se lec t  Board 

signed to create a Shared 
Water Operator with the 
Water Commissioners in 
Blandford and Chester was 
different from what Water 
Commissioner Brad Curry 
presented at the June 22 
meeting. 

At that time, the rec-
ommendation was for a 
short-term contract with 
Blandford taking the admin-
istrative lead or acting as 
Host Community. What may 
have changed that decision 
was the possibility of indi-
rect costs rising as a result of 
being Host Community.

Curry reported that the 
commission had come to 
an agreement with Chester. 

They shortened the term (of 
the agreement), cut down on 
some of the shared services 
and they would start with 
the shared operator and then 
meet as a full board monthly 
and discuss needs. Curry also 
said a new memo of under-
standing needed to be drafted 
because of the changes. 

“I think with the adjust-
ment of what we have made 
I think concerns were met,” 
Curry said, and anything 
else that comes up within the 
next three to six months “we 
can say this is not going to 
work,” was what he said June 
22. 

The shortened term of 

Board approves MOU for Shared Water Operator

By Wendy Long
Correspondent

H U N T I N G T O N 
–  Seventeen Gateway stu-
dents are continuing to 
take part in paid intern-
sh ips  t i ed  to  Sc ience , 
Technology, Engineering and 
Mathematics fields this sum-
mer. 

From bee keeping to 
manufacturing technolo-
gy, students are gaining 
100 hours of paid, practi-
cal workplace experience 
while trying out potential 
career fields. Directed by 
Gateway’s Program and 
Communications Coordinator 
Martha Clark, the project is 
funded by a $59,500 grant 
from the Massachusetts 
E x e c u t i v e  O f f i c e  o f 
Education. Employers who 
take on a student are reim-
bursed for student’s pay, 
which is averaging $16 an 
hour. The grant can also 
cover students’ travel expens-
es and provide for any special 
equipment or materials need-
ed for the placement, such as 
steel-toed shoes or medical 
scrubs. 

Some of the internships 
are tied to Gateway’s Career 

INTERNSHIPS, page 7

BOARD, page 5

Joey Pisani, a senior at Gateway Regional High School, is completing a paid internship in beekeeping 
this summer.  Gateway internship

Submitted photo

This team of Brown Swiss oxen didn’t let the rain bother them or their handler.  
See page 6 for story and more photos.

 Submitted photo

Paid internships for Gateway 
students continue through summer
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HAYDENVILLE –  State Senator 
Paul W. Mark announces his staff will be 
conducting office hour in Williamsburg 
in July. 

The Senator’s staff will hold office 
hours the second and fourth Tuesdays 
of the month. The next office hour is 
Tuesday, July 25 from 1-3 p.m. in 
Williamsburg in the Town Offices, 141 

Main St., Haydenville.
Residents of any of the 57 munic-

ipalities in the Senator’s Berkshire, 
Hampden, Franklin, and Hampshire 
District are encouraged to ask for assis-
tance with issues involving any state 
agency or to share ideas on current or 
potential state legislation. Appointments 
are not needed.  

State Senator Mark lists staff office hours

SPRINGFIELD –  The Jewish 
Federation of Western Massachusetts, 
the leading Jewish nonprofit organiza-
tion in the region, announces that as of 
July 1, its signature food justice program, 
Rachel’s Table, will be a stand-alone 
organization. 

This announcement marks a new 
beginning for both Federation and 
Rachel’s Table that will allow both 
organizations to better serve Western 
Massachusetts. For Federation, this 
change is part of an overall brand and 
program refresh that focuses on an 
updated mission and includes new ways 
for the community to do good that goes 
everywhere via fundraising and vol-
unteering. For Rachel’s Table, being 
an independent organization with a 
Federation constituent agency status will 
allow it to expand its reach in Western 
Massachusetts.

In addition to a brand refresh that 
includes an updated logo, Federation is 
launching its Dignity Grows program on 
Tuesday, July 25. Federation’s Dignity 
Grows program provides free hygiene 
products to neighbors in need while hon-
oring the recipient’s dignity. The July 
21 official kick-off event is a packing 
party where volunteers will put together 
individual kits each with a month’s worth 
of hygiene products, to be distributed 
through the Amherst Survival Center. 
Federation has also partnered with The 
Gray House in Springfield and will be 

announcing additional partners in the 
coming months. Organizations and indi-
viduals interested in volunteering, part-
nering, or making in-kind/cash donations 
to Federation’s Dignity Grows program 
may visit https://jewishwesternmass.org/
dignity-grows/. 

This fall, the community will come 
together for the Jewish Federation of 
Massachusetts’ Ride to Provide 2023, 
a family-friendly bike ride fundraiser. 
Originally created by UMass Hillel, 
Federation was invited to take owner-
ship and expand Ride to Provide begin-
ning with this year’s event. The reimag-
ined event will take place on Sunday, 
Oct. 15 and bring together communi-
ty members and Jewish organizations 
such as day schools, synagogues and 
student groups to participate in multi-
ple bike route options, a 5K walk/run 
and a NEW option to participate as a 
Virtual Rider. There will also be a post-
Ride celebration that will include food, 
music, presentations, and opportunities 
for participants to learn more about the 
participating groups and organizations. 
Community organizations, individuals, 
and businesses interested in sponsoring 
or volunteering in Federation’s Ride to 
Provide can visit https://jewishwestern-
mass.org/ridetoprovide23.

To learn more about Rachel’s Table 
Western Massachusetts, people may visit 
www.feedwma.org.

Rachel’s Table becomes 
independent organization
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90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.
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ASSORTED 
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USDA INSP. FRESH
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lb
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lb

USDA INSP. SLICED IN DELI
TURKEY BREAST ...............
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lb
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BEEF TOP SIRLOIN
STEAKS

5 LB 
BAG$499

lb

GREAT ON THE GRILL
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lb
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lb

$499
lb
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OPPORTUNITY

  WASHINGTON- Sen. Edward J. 
Markey and Sen. JD Vance members 
of the Senate Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation Committee, sent a let-
ter to Sen. Maria Cantwell, chair of 
the Senate Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation Committee, and Sen. Ted 
Cruz, ranking member of the Senate 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation 
Committee.

The letter urged them to include a 
provision in the reauthorization of the 
Federal Aviation Administration to pro-
hibit family seating fees. In their let-
ter, the senators included legislative lan-
guage which would prohibit airlines from 
charging monetary fees for parents to sit 
with their children during a flight.

  In their  let ter,  the senators 
wrote, «Airlines should never be allowed 
to force parents to choose between pay-

ing more and being separated from their 
kids. In extreme circumstances, parents 
have found themselves assigned seats 
many rows away from their very young 
children - a serious safety risk for those 
kids and an injustice to those fami-
lies. This practice must end. The 2023 
reauthorization of the Federal Aviation 
Administration provides an important 
opportunity to support families by ban-
ning these fees.»

  Markey is a staunch advocate for 
consumers, from the streets to the sky. In 
January, he reintroduced the  FAIR Fees 
Act, which would prohibit airlines from 
charging fees disproportionate to the 
cost of the service. In February, Markey 
introduced the  Families Fly Together 
Act, which would prohibit airlines from 
charging a fee for families to sit together 
on a flight. 

Lawmakers see FAA bill as an 
opportunity to support families

SPRINGFIELD – Sarah D. Haessler, 
MD, MS, whose expertise in infectious 
diseases has been recognized at the local, 
state, national and international levels, 
has been named Chair, Department of 
Medicine for Baystate Health. 

Dr. Haessler, who has 
served as Interim Chair of 
the Department of Medicine 
at Baystate since 2022, was 
appointed chair after a highly 
competitive national search. 
She is the inaugural female 
chair of Baystate Health’s 
largest clinical/academic 
department. Her tenure begins 
immediately. 

She received her med-
ical degree from George Washington 
University School of Medicine and 
completed a residency in internal med-
icine and a fellowship in infectious dis-
eases at Dartmouth Hitchcock in New 
Hampshire. Dr. Haessler is board certi-

fied by the American Board of internal 
Medicine in internal medicine and infec-
tious diseases. 

Dr. Haessler joined Baystate Health 
in 2005 and since that time has held 

progressive leadership roles, 
including as the Hospital 
Epidemiologist for the health 
system; Vice Chair, Dept. 
of Medicine; and Interim 
Chief, Division of Geriatrics 
and Palliative Care and most 
recently Interim Chair, Dept. 
of Medicine. 

“Her strong work and 
expert insights have had a 
tremendous, salutary impact 
on national, state, and region-

al preparation and response to several 
biological threats, including pandem-
ic influenza, Ebola, monkeypox, and 
COVID-19 - serving in critical lead-
ership roles in these events,” said Dr. 
Andrew W. Artenstein, MD, Chief 

Physician Executive and Chief Academic 
Officer for Baystate Health and President 
of Baystate Medical Practices. 

Active in the field of academics and 
research, Dr. Haessler has trained and 
served as advisor and mentor for dozens 
of residents and fellows in the specialty 
of infectious diseases. She is current-
ly an Associate Professor of Medicine, 
UMass Chan Medical School-Baystate. 
As either principal or co-investigator, 
Dr. Haessler since 2002 has complet-
ed numerous research projects and is 
currently co-investigator in Reducing 
Antimicrobial Overuse Through Targeted 
Therapy for Patients with Community 
Acquired Pneumonia. 

Dr. Haessler is the recipient of 
several honors and awards, including 
Business West’s Healthcare Hero Award, 
the Women in Medicine and Science 
Impact Award and the Society for 
Healthcare Epidemiology of America’s 
(SHEA) Speaker Recognition Award 

and the Women in Medicine and Science 
Impact Award. She has held several dis-
tinct leadership roles in SHEA, including 
board and committee chair positions. 

She has published more than 
45 scholarly works in medical litera-
ture including book chapters and peer 
and non-peer reviewed publications 
and has served on several national and 
state expert panels and scientific review 
groups. Dr. Haessler has been invited to 
present at international, national, region-
al, and local symposiums and confer-
ences on a variety of topics, such as the 
science of hand hygiene for preventing 
infections, challenging cases in infec-
tion prevention, addressing the impact 
of the COVID-19 pandemic on women’s 
academic and clinical advancement and 
many others. 

For more information on Baystate 
Health, people may visit baystatehealth.
org.

 

Sarah Haessler MD named Chair of Baystate Health Department of Medicine

Sarah Haessler, MD
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The 17 annual Hilltown Pottery Tour 
will take place Saturday, July 29 and 
Sunday, July 30 from 10 a.m.-5 p.m. on 
both days. 

The tour is free and open to the 
public. The tour also includes scheduled 
demonstrations. People may visit www.
hilltown6.com for more information and 
for the demonstration schedule. 

Hilltown Pottery takes 
place July 29 and July 30

The Massachusetts Department of 
Transportation announces crews will be 
conducting overnight and daytime pav-
ing operations and bridge, guardrail, and 
drainage repair work on I-90 eastbound 
and westbound in Montgomery, Russell, 
Lee, Becket, and West Stockbridge. The 
scheduled work will require some lane 
and shoulder closures.  

Bridge repair work in Montgomery 
and Russell will be conducted nightly on 
I-90 eastbound and westbound at mile 
marker 36 Thursday, July 13 to Friday, 
July 14, during overnight hours from 
7 p.m.– 5 a.m. the following morning. 
All work is anticipated to conclude on 
Friday, July 14 by 5 a.m.

Pavement milling operations in Lee 
and Becket will be conducted nightly on 
I-90 eastbound and westbound from mile 
marker 14.0 to mile marker 19, from 
Thursday, July 13 to Friday, July 14, 
during overnight hours from 7 p.m.–5 
a.m. the following morning. All work is 
anticipated to conclude on Friday, July 
14 by 5 a.m.

Guardrail repair operations in Lee 
will be conducted nightly on I-90 east-
bound and westbound from mile marker 
8.3 to mile marker 14, from Thursday, 
July 13 to Friday, July 14 during over-
night hours from 7 p.m.–5 a.m. the fol-
lowing morning.  All work is anticipated 
to conclude on Friday, July 14 by 5 a.m. 

Drainage repair operations will be 
conducted daily at I-90 eastbound from 
mile marker 0 to mile marker 2.5, on 
Thursday, July 1s through Friday, July 
14, during daytime hours from 6 a.m.-4 
p.m. All work is anticipated to conclude 
on Friday, July 14 by 4 p.m.

Traffic will be allowed through the 
work zones.  

The work will require temporary 
lane closures to allow crews to safe-
ly conduct the paving, and bridge and 
guardrail repair operations. 

Drivers who are traveling through 
the affected areas should expect delays, 
reduce speed, and use caution.  

All scheduled work is weather 
dependent and subject to change without 
notice. 

For more information on traffic con-
ditions, travelers are encouraged to:

Download the Mass511 mobile app 
or visit www.mass511.com to view live 
cameras, travel times, real-time traf-
fic conditions, and project information 
before setting out on the road. Users can 
subscribe to receive text and email alerts 
for traffic conditions.

Dial 511 and select a route to hear 
real-time conditions.

Follow MassDOT on Twitter @
MassDOT to receive regular updates on 
road and traffic conditions.

MassDOT announces roadwork

BUCKLAND – The Buckland 
Historical Society will hold open houses 
and barn reconstruction will on Sunday, 
July 23 from 2-4 p.m.

The Wilder Homestead is open to 
tour the furnished 1775 saltbox home 
with five fireplaces.

The 1790 English Barn will be under 
reconstruction. People can see the prog-
ress with this barn raising project.

The circa 1820 shoemaker shop, 
where boots could be bartered for with 

bushels of apples, cords of wood or in 
one case, the work of digging a grave, 
will be open at 129 Route 112.

The Buckland Historical Society 
Museum, 20 Upper St., located in 
Buckland Center, is also open, a former 
school house in the Greek Revival style, 
which now houses three floors of arti-
facts and town records. There will also 
be a new exhibit on the Caged Man of 
Buckland - the Life of 

Josiah Spaulding.

This baby carriage is one of the many antiques on display.
Courtesy photo

Historical Society to hold open houses

BUCKLAND



page 4 Country Journal  •  Thursday, July 13, 2023

Dear Rusty: I am a 62 year old widower 
that is still working full time. While my late 
spouse was in hospice, I was able to get her 
to apply for Social Security disability and 
she received one payment before she passed 
away two years ago. I was told that I could 
collect a survivor benefit, so I called my local 
Social Security office, but they told me that I 
could not collect any type of benefits from my 
wife and that all the money she paid into SS 
for all of those years was basically gone for 
good. Would you please advise what I can do 
and if this is true? I was also told that Social 
Security’s agents will do everything they can 
to avoid paying out benefits. 

Signed: Frustrated Widower
 
Dear Frustrated Widower: I suspect that 

the reason Social Security said you were not 
eligible for benefits as a widower is because 
you are working full time. At age 62, you are 
subject to Social Security’s “earnings test” 
which limits how much you can earn while 
collecting early Social Security benefits. The 
2023 earnings limit is $21,240 and, if that is 
exceeded, SS will take away $1 in benefits for 
every $2 you are over the limit. If your earn-
ings are high enough, that could make you 

temporarily ineligible to collect benefits until 
1) your earnings are less, or 2) you reach your 
Full Retirement Age (FRA) when the earnings 
test no longer applies.  

Assuming you have not yet claimed your 
personal SS retirement benefit, you are still 
eligible to collect a survivor benefit from your 
wife when your earnings are less or after you 
reach your full retirement age. One strategy 
you may wish to consider, if you plan to keep 
working full time, is to wait and claim only 
your surviving spouse benefit at your FRA 
(67), thus allowing your personal SS retire-
ment benefit to continue growing until you 
are 70 when your personal SS retirement ben-
efit will be about 75% more than it would be 
now. Although your survivor benefit reaches 
maximum at your FRA, your personal benefit 
doesn’t reach maximum until age 70, so it’s 
possible to collect your smaller survivor bene-
fit from your wife first and claim your higher 
personal benefit later.  

You were apparently given some confus-
ing information when you contacted Social 
Security. If you haven’t already claimed your 
own SS retirement benefit, you are still eligi-
ble for a surviving spouse benefit from your 
wife but likely cannot collect a widower ben-
efit at this time because you’re working full 
time. However, that doesn’t mean you can 
never collect a survivor benefit; only that you 
can’t collect it at this time because of the 
“earnings test.” The earnings test goes away 
when you reach age 67, so you can claim only 
your survivor benefit at that time or before if 
you no longer work full time and allow your 

personal SS retirement benefit to continue to 
grow to age 70 if you like.  

From our experience with the Social 
Security Administration, the skill level of SSA 
representatives varies, but we have never sus-
pected their goal was trying to avoid pay-
ing benefits due. Nevertheless, depending 
on the agent you spoke with, the informa-
tion provided may have been less clear about 
the best claiming strategy for you, which is 
why the AMAC Foundation’s Social Security 
Advisory Service exists. Our advisors are all 
highly experienced and strive to provide you 
with complete and clear information which 
enables you to make an informed choice about 
how and when to claim the Social Security 
benefits you are entitled to. I hope we have 
succeeded.

Foundation and its staff are not affiliat-
ed with or endorsed by the Social Security 
Administration or any other governmental 
entity. This article is intended for informa-
tion purposes and does not represent legal 
or financial guidance. It presents the opin-
ions and interpretations of the Association 
Mature Citizens Foundation’s staff, trained 
and accredited by the National Social Security 
Association  To submit a question, visit amac-
foundation.org/programs/social-security-ad-
visory or email us at ssadvisor@amacfounda-
tion.org.

Russell Gloor is a Social Security advisor 
for AMAC.

Why can’t I collect survivor benefits from my deceased wife?
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SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters

I am not sure if it is the heat or the calen-
dar that causes my annual shift from planting 
mode to maintenance mode.  

A cooler June extended the former some-
what, but with the last week or so of hot, 
sticky weather, I am mostly done planting 
anything but a few succession crops of lettuce 
or green beans.  From here on out it’s mainte-
nance full steam ahead, and yet, enjoying the 
fruits (and vegetables) of our labors. 

What have I been up to you ask? Well, 
here goes:

Deadheading is the number one priority 
in my flower gardens. We clip off old flowers 
to keep the new flowers coming.  

If we let spent flowers form seed pods, 
the plant thinks it has fulfilled its job of repro-
ducing itself and it will begin to decline. In 
addition to deadheading, I am ever mindful of 
plants that may need a little perking up.  

If flowers are sparse and leaves look a 

little pale, some balanced organic fertilizer 
applied at the base of those plants should 
encourage more blooms and healthy foliage. 
Liquid feeding can also be effective.  

Brew your own compost tea by filling a 
coffee filter with aged manure or good com-
post and securing it with a twist-tie. Let is 
soak in your watering can overnight and then 
it’s ready to use. 

Water the foliage and also let it sink in to 
the surrounding soil.

Earlier today I cut back my strawberry 
plants.  I am not doing a full renovation this 
year, where I’d pull up the oldest plants and 
replace them with newly rooted runners.  

I did that last year.  This year, I simply 
cut the plants back.  

My patch isn’t huge, so it was accom-
plished by hand with a good pair of scissors.  
I basically grabbed a fist full of the plant, and 
chopped it back to about four inches tall.  

I also weeded and thinned as I went.  A 
push style lawn mower set on the highest set-
ting can be used to get the job done in bigger 
plantings.  

After the plants were cut back, I loosened 
the soil, sprinkled organic fertilizer around the 
plants and had about an hour before it started 
raining.  I’ll reapply mulch to keep the weeds 
down and that should be all the patch requires 
until winter. 

I have been harvesting kale and peas so 
far, and in abundance. I continue to shuck, 
then blanch shelled peas for ninety seconds 
before freezing, first loose on a cookie sheet 
then poured into plastic containers whereby I 
can take out what I need for a specific recipe.  

I no longer do any pretreatment prior to 
freezing kale. I simply rinse, shake the excess 
water off, rip the tender part of the leaf away 
from the midrib then pack in baggies, approx-
imately 6-7 leaves per bag.  

I try to get all the air out of the bag best 
I can. Kale, frozen like this, is a wonderful 
addition to soups, stews and green drinks.  

The more you pick it the more it grows!
My herbs are also growing well now that 

the nights have warmed up. This is especially 
noticeable with basil.  

All the rain and some early thinning has 
produced some awesome dill foliage as well. 
Basil is not flavorful dried, but dill weed is. 

I’ve been picking small bunches, securing 
them with a rubber band and hanging them in 
my hot attic to dry.  

Basil, on the other hand, is best preserved 
in pesto. I make my own version less the pine 
nuts by filling a food processor with basil 
leaves (no stems or flowers), a few garlic 
cloves and olive oil. 

Once it reaches the desired consistency, 
I spoon it into ice cube trays.  Once frozen, 
I pop out the cubes into gallon size freezer 
bags.  

These can be added to all kinds of recipes 
or turned into real pesto (plus the pine nuts!) 
as needed. In the event that you can’t harvest 
basil, keep that foliage coming by pinching 
the flower heads off, otherwise it too will 
think it has done it’s job and it will begin to 
decline. 

Be on the lookout for Japanese beetles on 
your plants- cover them if you see the foliage 
getting eaten up or be diligent about hand 
picking the insects off into a bath of soapy 
water.

Enjoy the dog days of summer.  The 
maintenance outweighs the reward.

Roberta McQuaid graduated from the 
Stockbridge School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. For 31 years she 
has held the position of staff horticulturist at 
Old Sturbridge Village. She enjoys growing 
food as well as flowers. Have a question for 
her? Email it to pouimette@turley.com with 
“Gardening Question” in the subject line.  

Dog days equal a good balance of maintenance and reward

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by



Country Journal  •  Thursday, July 13, 2023 page 5

Think You Can't Afford Assisted Living?
Think Again.

*This is not a MassHealth/Medicaid program,
Savings/Assets are essential. 

 

Join us for an informational session
about our Tax Credit Program at one

of the locations listed.

Learn how it can help you save $2,000
on your monthly rent, tour our

community and grab a 
dinner-to-go!

JULY 25th, 2023
4p-6p

The Arbors at Westfield
40 Court Street 

RSVP:  413-562-0001

JULY 26th, 2023 
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The Arbors at Chicopee
929 Memorial Drive

RSVP:  413-593-0088

Scan Code to RSVP 
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Jimmy Roberts  doesn’t  s top 
there. He uses his classical training 
to create unique blends of Broadway 
Masters with Great Masters. Thus, “My 
Funny Valentine” finds new meaning 
when it intertwines with Beethoven’s 
“Moonlight Sonata.” 

Likewise “Send in the Clowns” and 
Bach’s “Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring” 
suddenly seem made for each other, an 
arrangement, which prompted Stephen 
Sondheim to write appreciatively to 
Jimmy, “Bach is as good company as 
one could ask for.”

Finally, through song and story, 
Jimmy traces a path backwards to some 
of the originators of the American 
style: George Gershwin (“Swanee,” 
“Rhapsody in Blue,” “Porgy and 
Bess” and, before Gershwin, the less 
well-known Louis Moreau Gottschalk, 
America’s first piano superstar. 

From New Orleans to Paris and 
on tour throughout the United States, 
before, during and after the Civil War,  
Gottschalk laid the groundwork for rag-
time and jazz and, incidentally, kept a 
fascinating diary of observations about 
our country during the mid-19th century. 

The story of American Music is 
a saga that culminated in an art form 
that went on to captivate the rest of the 
world: Jazz in Japan, “My Fair Lady” 
in Berlin and Jimmy’s own shows, per-
formed in both Mandarin and Cantonese. 
And so, Jimmy will leave the audience 
with a glimpse of the future: selections 
from his newest musical, “Welcome to 
the Big Dipper,”scheduled for an Off-
Broadway production in 2024. Just one 
more stop on the journey forward of 
America’s homegrown wonders: music 
and words and the men and women who 
write them and sing them.

JIMMY ROBERTS from page 1

the contract was eliminated and made 
into a three-year contract. This, accord-
ing to Town Administrator Christopher 
Dunne was changed because the contract 
for a short term would not allow the 
towns to keep the grant funding. The 
grant is for $178,000 for the two towns 
as an efficiency and regionalization 
effort. 

The agreement is for a Shared Water 
Operator in Training, not a “full stop” 
operator.

“At the end of the day,” he said, 
“The select Board is the signing author-
ity.” Chester Water Commissioners 
Bob Daley and Tom Bean attended the 
meeting as did Pioneer Valley Planning 
Commission’s Ira Brezinsky, who partic-
ipated virtually. 

Also, Blandford was no longer the 
administrative lead as Host Community. 
That task had been signed over to 
Chester.

The contract does provide for with-
drawal from the agreement, Dunne 
pointed out, but written notice from the 
withdrawing party must be “at least six 
months prior to the next fiscal year.” But, 
contract language on withdrawal states, 
“Withdrawal by the Host Community 
shall terminate the Agreement,” and goes 
on to delineate financial responsibilities 
in that case. 

The Chester Select Board had 
already signed the agreement earlier in 
the week and the deadline for submis-
sion was June 30. 

Later in the week, Dunne said he 
had been working from an April 20 
email from Water, while Curry said 
the changes had been agreed upon at a 
June 22 Water Commissioners meeting. 
Draft minutes of that meeting indicate 
Blandford would be Host Community.

The  Se lec t  Board  u l t imate-
ly approved the Memorandum of 
Understanding for the Shared Water 

Operator in Training. 
Electrical Inspector

In other business,  Electr ical 
Inspector John VanHeynigen assured the 
board that the town does not need to pur-
chase a new generator, “just reconfigure 
the wiring and add a transfer switch.”

They also discussed the problem of 
moisture in the basement possibly affect-
ing the breakers. 

Theodore Cousineau said, “If your 
guys are down there and find something 
questionable, I want to see it addressed.”

The board later rescinded the 
approval of a prior ARPA allocation 
for $40,000 for a not-needed generator 
instead approve a $22,900 ARPA allo-
cation. 

Permit fee
Building Inspector Jason Forgue 

discussed the building fee schedule and 
junk cars on George Millard Road.

The permit fee increase, according 
to Forgue, is to make the “department 
budget neutral…so what I attempted to 
do is set a fee schedule so that the reve-
nue generated exceeds my stipend” and 
the cost of the software for permits. The 
board voted to update the fees “as rec-
ommended by the Building Inspector.”

Junk cars
Regarding the junk cars, an original-

ly submitted bylaw was rejected, but an 
updated bylaw regarding junk cars will 
be forthcoming. He would like to see a 
revolving account for any fines.

Belle Fleur
A discussion about activities at the 

Belle Fleur marijuana cultivation site 
ensued. 

They are now requesting partial 
occupancy of one greenhouse “which is 
unique.” “I don’t want to get in the way 
of it moving forward, but at the same 
time I am not comfortable with that,” 
said Forgue.

When he asked for the contractor’s 

BOARD                  from page 1

name, he was given the name of the 
landscaper, and they have been pulling 
permits using that name, rather than a 
construction contractor. Forgue said this 
is not allowed under Mass. General Law 
and he is going to insist on a named 
Construction Supervisor License carrier 
before the project can move forward. 

Dunne said there would have to be a 
“sit-down” with all boards involved and 
get the status.

Forgue asked how far the board 
wanted to go regarding a complaint for 
junk cars on George Millard Road. He is 
not comfortable singling one place out. 
Chair Cara Letendre said, “If there’s a 
problem, we need to fix it.” 

Highway Department
Highway Superintendent Dave 

Waldron reported that this year’s gaso-
line price is $2.79 a gallon compared to 
last year’s $4.26 and diesel fuel is $2.78 
compared to last year’s $5.19 a gallon.

He alerted the Select Board as he 
said, “The numbers are changing and 
going lower.” A repair is in the works for 
the 1987 grader right wheel sealer.  

Both Waldron and Dunne had their 
performance reviews and both passed 
with ranges from meets expectations to 
outstanding is areas that included man-
agement, communication, planning and 
accomplishing their goals for the year.

Appointments
The board appointed Jennifer Girard 

and Susan Racine as Election Warden 
and Deputy Election 

Warden respectively.
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CHESTERFIELD – The town of 
Chesterfield celebrated their 76th annual 
Fourth of July parade. 

There were other activities as well 
including a pancake breakfast, Hilltown 

Art display at town hall, historic exhib-
its in the Edwards Museum, a chicken 
barbecue, musical entertainment by the 
Heritage Pops Orchestra, vendors and 
food booths and more.

Weather fails to dampen Fourth of July spirit

Announce Your
Wedding or Engagement

Share Your Joy!

Email: JAMIE@TURLEY.COM by July 19th
BRIDAL GUIDE
800.824.6548 | www.turley.com

BridalBridal
GUIDEGUIDEYour wedding or engagement 

announcement will be included in our 
Bridal Guide, out August 2023 for FREE!

Bride’s Name: ___________________________________________________

Bride’s Town Residence: __________________________________________

Groom’s Name: _________________________________________________

Groom’s Town Residence: _________________________________________

Wedding Date: __________________________________________________

Wedding Location: ______________________________________________

Be sure to include a 
high resolution,

clear photograph
for printing.

Be sure to include the following with photograph:

Parade onlookers enjoy watching the floats.
Submitted photos

These Hilltown sled dogs got to ride in the back of a pickup truck instead of pulling a sled. 

This antique truck had its bed filled with flowers.

No parade is complete with the fleet of fire trucks. 
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BECKET

WESTFIELD – The Westfield River 
Watershed Association named Meredyth 
Babcock of Becket as its 2023 recipient 
of the prestigious Waite Award for out-
standing environmental service.    

President Mark Damon recognized 
Babcock’s exceptional efforts on behalf 
of the watershed and her service to the 
Westfield River community for the past 
decade. “From her first encounters with 
WRWA when she developed a program 
called the ‘Watershed Waltz,’ we have 
been fortunate to work with Meredyth in 
so many ways. 

Damon said, “She is always willing 
to promote and support events on and 
around the river. Her unique blend of the-
ater and environmental expertise benefits 
her work with Wild and Scenic and our 
watershed. We are very pleased to honor 
her with this award.”

Babcock’s enthusiasm for the river 
environment embraces everyone she 
encounters. She has danced in a spar-
kling blue canoe skirt around the parking 
lot to welcome paddlers to the annu-
al Canoe Cruise, mucked though the 
wetlands removing invasive plants with 
her interns and organized a parade of 
fourth graders and the gigantic puppets 
she helped them create to celebrate the 
WildWater Races.

“I feel very fortunate to spend my 
days, and creative energy, working 

for the Wild & Scenic Westfield River 
Committee. It is a joy to learn from com-
munity members, encourage river stew-
ardship, actively restore riparian areas 
and introduce children to the river’s 
mysteries and wonders, said Babcock in 
accepting the award. 

Babcock current ly  serves  as 
Outreach Coordinator for the Westfield 
Wild & Scenic River Committee.  One 
of the W&S interns, Katrina Bingham-
Maas, has returned for a second year to 
continue working with Babcock and to 
help train new interns. “Every chance 
she gets, Meredyth invites specialists to 
spend the day with us teaching about the 
river and the natural communities,” said 
Bingham-Maas.  

The Waite Award, established in 
1981 in memory of Richard A. Waite, a 
long-time executive director of WRWA, 
honors those who have made a substan-
tial contribution to the Westfield River 
Watershed.   The Association began in 
1952 to conserve those “resources pro-
vided by nature which may be used for 
the benefit of mankind: according to its 
history written by Waite.  

The following year, it began to 
address stream improvement in the upper 
valley and pollution abatement in the 
river. The Westfield is now designated 
a National Wild and Scenic River that 
includes corridors stretching 78.1 miles 

18 Different All Organic Double Ground Premium Mulches
Pine • Spruce • Hemlock • Cedar • Red, Black & Brown

Playground • Forest Blend • Topsoil • Seasoned Firewood

Responsible harvesting is the first step in producing our lumber. We mill 
over four million board feet per year, with most coming from local 
privately-owned forests. We use only the best cutting processes for 

minimal impact to the land. If you are interested in managing or foresting 
your land of three acres or more,  let our family walk it with your 
family, and we’ll give you a free assessment and suggestions on 
how to best manage your woodlot. Contact the office by 
email at lashway@live.com or by phone 413-268-7685 
and we will have our forester set up an assessment.

Hilltown Artisans Guild

July 2023 Show & Sale
July 15 & 16
10am-4pm

Worthington Town Hall
160 Huntington Road

Fine Arts and Crafts 
by local area artists 

and artisans.

SEPTIC PUMPING CALL
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Serving Belchertown, Granby and
Surrounding Communities for Over 30 Years.

www.latourwilsonseptic.com

Under New Ownership • Family Owned and Operated

185 West State Street, Granby • 413-323-4569

PICK-YOUR-OWN
BLUEBERRIES
OPENING 

SOON!207 Bromley Rd 
Chester, MA

FOR HOURS & 
MORE INFO

MARKET PICKERS WANTED

FREE RECIPES
Just For Stopping By!

Must present this offer to receive free 
gift. One per customer. Exp. 8/31/23

EARN FAST CASH!
INFO: (704) 618-0619

Track Training program, in which students enroll in 
specialized courses to prepare them for jobs in com-
petitive fields after high school. Several towns have 
partnered with the high school to offer internships for 
students taking coursework to become municipal water 
system operators, and several students have already 
completed the coursework, internship, preliminary 
licensing exam and required OSHA test and have been 
hired following high school graduation. 

Tristan Conway, a 2023 graduate who fulfilled the 
requirements for Gateway’s welding program-one of 
two vocational programs offered at the school-complet-
ed an internship with Grader Auto in Westfield during 
the spring semester of his senior year. For him, it was 
a means to test a career option for putting his welding 
skills into practice. His mother, Stephanie Conway, was 
pleased with the outcome. 

“He enjoyed going every day and learned a lot,” 
she reported. “I’m so grateful that he was given this 
opportunity. His internship ended with a job offer, and 
he has been working at Grader since he graduated. He 
has a clearer vision of what he would like to do, career 

wise.”
Placements are as varied as the interests of stu-

dents, and the business partners who are able to accom-
modate them. Some students have done internships in 
dental, medical and animal science fields. City Center 
Auto and Skyline Services Diesel Trucks have also 
mentored students. 

The Star Fires baseball organization in Westfield 
has a student doing game announcing and stats this 
summer. Two students are learning beekeeping. Chester 
Common Table is providing an internship in restaurant 
management. And an intern will create and deliver 
STEM programs and computer support at Hamilton 
Memorial Library in Chester.

Grant funding closes at the end of August and 
Clark is looking for strategies to sustain the program. 
“I hope the grant becomes available again, but I’m not 
sure,” she said. “We’re looking for other sources of 
funding and sponsorships.”

One of those efforts involves Mass Clean Energy, 
which is helping Clark look for businesses in the clean 
energy sector that might offer more welding place-

ments. MCE would cover the cost of intern stipends. 
In the meantime, funding is still available for this 

summer and any employers that would be interested 
in having a high school intern that is paid by the grant 
may contact Martha Clark at mclark@grsd.org. 

INTERNSHIPS             from page 1

Meredyth Babcock receives WRWA Waite Award

Meredyth Babcock of Becket, from left, shown with Westfield River Watershed Association 
President Mark Damon holds the Waite Award, which she recently received. 

Submitted photo

along the East Branch, Middle Branch 
and West Branch of the Westfield River.  

For more information about the 

Westfield River Watershed Association 
and its activities, people may visit www.
westfieldriver.org. 

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertiser is requested to check their advertisement 
the first time it appears. This paper will not be responsible for 
more than one corrected insertion, nor will be liable for any 
error in an advertisement to a greater extent than the cost of the 
space occupied by the item in the advertisement.
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OTIS

OTIS – The Otis Recreation Committee is sponsor-
ing thekids obstacle challenge for all ages on Saturday, 
Aug. 5 from 9-11 a.m. in the Otis Town Hall, 1 North 
Main Road.

Children should dress appropriately and prepare to 
get wet. A parent or guardian must be present for the 
event.

People may email townofotisrec@gmail.com for 
more information.

OTIS – The Otis Historical 
Commission and Otis Preservation 
Trust  are hosting the fourth 
Notice Otis Series cultural event of 
the 2022-23 season featuring the 
Robbins-Zust Family Marionettes 
Company on Saturday, July 29 (rain 
date Sunday, July 30), from 11 a.m. 
-1 p.m. in Otis Town Hall Green, 
One North Main Road.

Two shows wi l l  be  per-
formed: “Three Little Pigs” and 
“Rumpelstiltskin” with a one hour 
break at 12 noon. Picnics, blankets 
and lawn chairs are welcome. Ice 
cream will be available.

Founded in 1971 by Genie 
Zust and her late husband, Richard 
Robbins, the Robbins-Zust Family 
Marionettes after the couple moved 

to the Berkshires from New York 
City. The family has used wooden 
and plaster puppets to bring fairy 
tales to life for local children. Their 
son Dion remains the only family 
member to stay with the business.

Many of the family’s 100 pup-
pets, which vary in size from a foot 
to 2-feet in height, are handmade. 
The marionette bodies were whit-
tled from wood by Richard Robbins 
over the years – a skill he learned 
from a book checked out from the 
Berkshire Athenaeum. The heads 
were cast in plaster molds by 
Robbins and Zust, who also made 
their clothing and wrote the scripts.

“I just turned 50 and it’s taken 
me my whole life to understand why 
my parents started this company. 

Perhaps I understand because I have 
a son. They did it for us – their chil-
dren. That’s why I keep doing it.”

This program is support-
ed in part by a grant from the Otis 
Cultural Council, a local agen-
cy which is supported by the 
Massachusetts Cultural Council, an 
agency of the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts.

The event is in-person at the 
Otis Town Hall Green, One North 
Main Road. To register or for more 
information, people should visit 
www.otispreservationtrust.com; 
or www.townofotisma.com. There 
is no charge to attend this event. 
Donations are welcome.

 

ENGAGEMENT ANNOUNCEMENT

David Wakeling and 
Molly Blewett

Turley Publications is looking for  a “hands 
on” energetic candidate who loves telling stories 
to be the editor for two weekly publications. This 
position will include managing and coaching a 
small news staff that will provide the community 
with a great local newspaper.

The editor will need to cover local government 
and events while representing the newspaper at 
public venues.

The successful candidate will have strong com-
munity journalism skills and is also expected to 
gather news and write stories for the two papers 
as well as for other occasional companywide 
publications.

This is a job for a self-starter who has a vision 
for growing and connecting with our valued 
readers, and who thoroughly enjoys community 
journalism. 

This full-time position with flexible schedule is 
based in our Palmer office at 24 Water St., this is 
not a remote position.

Qualifications should include:
• Bachelor’s degree or equivalent experience
• Willingness to mentor a staff writer and 
    correspondents
• Editing experience and ability to write 
   clean copy in a fast-paced, deadline-driven 
   environment
• Proficiency in Associated Press style
• Management experience and/or experience 
   managing content for a print publication.

Please send resume and writing examples to:
Eileen Kennedy, Executive Editor
24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or email directly to
ekennedy@turley.com

EDITOR WANTED
Community Newspaper

www.turley.com

Turley Publications, based in Palmer, is seeking a 
storyteller who is curious about everything, and who 
understands how town government works to join our 
team of weekly reporters.

Experience in covering town government is a huge 
plus, and any experience in community journalism is 
as well. Staff writers cover all aspects of communities 
from features to municipal meetings to crimes and 
fires. Successful candidates must have people skills, 
plenty of curiosity and able to tell a story. 

If you're a self-starter who enjoys community 
journalism and who can envision themselves 
connecting with our communities, we encourage you 
to apply for this position. Not a remote position.

Qualifications should include:  
• Bachelor's degree or equivalent experience
• A determination to get the story, whatever it 

might be
• Equally comfortable writing hard news, features 

and event coverage
• Ability to write clean copy in a fast-paced, 

deadline-driven environment
• Proficiency in Associated Press style 

Please tell us in a cover letter why you would be
 a good fit for this position and send it along with a 

resume and three writing samples to 
Eileen Kennedy, Executive Editor
24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069

or email directly to
ekennedy@turley.com

STAFF WRITER
JOB OPENING

E. Cechi Farms 1131 Spr ngfield Street
Feeding Hills, Mass. � “Corn so fresh the ears still wiggle.”

freshpickedfrom our farm
every morning 

We will pay you top dollar for your car 
AND we will pick it up! Call us for a price!

651 Center St., Chicopee

 CENTER STREET 
AUTO PARTS OF 
CHICOPEE, INC.

413-733-2778
centerstreetautoparts.com

• Top-Of-The-Line Auto Salvaging Services
• First-Rate Used Auto Parts
• Top-Grade Auto Body Parts
• Sell Your Old or Used Car to Us
“Serving all of Western Mass.”

$$$
Money on 

the Spot 
for All 

Vehicles

Tim and Karen Wakeling announce the 
engagement of their son, David Wakeling of Utah 
to Molly Blewett, daughter of Mary Ellen Rose 
and Richard Blewett of Gloucester.

David graduated from the Art Institute of 
Charleston and is a restaurant owner in Utah. 
Molly is a graduate of the University of Utah in 
Psychology and works in luxury hospitality.

The wedding is set for the fall and they have 
plans to live in the U.K. after the wedding.

David is the grandson of Connie and Bob 
Dragon of Westhampton.

Otis Recreation Committee offers kids obstacle course

Robbins-Zust marionettes to appear July 29

These are some of the puppets owned by Robbins-Zust family.
Submitted photo  

please recycle this newspaper
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SCHOOLS & YOUTH

HOLYOKE – Holyoke Community 
College is offering a free program for 
English language learners looking to 
begin careers in the culinary and hospi-
tality field.  

The course, “MassSTEP ESOL 
Culinary Arts,” begins Monday, July 
17, at the HCC MGM Culinary Arts 
Institute, 164 Race St. It runs Monday-
Friday from 9 a.m.-3:30 p.m. through 
Friday, Aug. 25.

The 180-hour training is designed 
for people learning English who are at an 
intermediate level. English for Speakers 
of Other Languages instruction is built 
into the curriculum. The program is 
free thanks to a grant from the Adult 
& Community Learning Services divi-
sion of the Massachusetts Department of 
Elementary and Secondary Education.

MassSTEP (skills, training, educa-
tion programs) denotes a statewide net-
work of DESE-funded pathways that pre-
pare adult learners for promising careers 
with dynamic Massachusetts businesses.

In the HCC class, students will gain 
skills in knife techniques, cooking meth-
ods, culinary math and measurements, 

workplace etiquette, resume building, 
and job searching, and earn work-
place certifications including ServSafe 
Manager, Food Handler, and Alcohol. 
The course incorporates 90 hours of 
English language learning and career 
preparation.

The program is open to adult resi-
dents of Massachusetts who are learning 
English.

“This hands-on training is an excit-
ing opportunity for students to begin a 
new career in culinary and hospitality, 
advance into higher-level roles, or con-
tinue studying culinary and hospitality 
at the college level,” said Pesha Black, 
director of ESOL at HCC. “Our alum-
ni have gone on to work in restaurants, 
food service, hotels, and started their 
own entrepreneurial ventures. We work 
with over two dozen local employers 
eager to hire qualified graduates as food 
preparers, line cooks, servers, bartenders, 
hosts and hostesses, and hotel workers.”

For more information or to enroll, 
people may call Moira Lozada at 413-
561-7280 or email mlozada@hcc.edu. 

By Wendy Long
Correspondent

HUNTINGTON – Principal Jason 
Finnie has announced the honor roll for 
the final term of the 2022-2023 school 
year. In accordance with the student 
handbook, honor roll status is granted to 
students with high academic achievement 
for a marking quarter. 

First honors are awarded to stu-
dents who receive A’s in all courses 
taken. The following students earned 
first honors for this marking period: 
Heather McEwan, William Sharrow, 
Rachael Austin, Cecelia Balboni, Olivia 
Dame, Hailey Krassler, Liam McKellick, 
Nancy Mueller, Lucy Pitoniak, Amelia 
Wallace, Alexi Bonenfant,  Elijah 
Gilbert, Jackson Harding, Abigail 
Madru, Kaitlyn Maynard, Reeghan 
Morawiec, Grace Plumley, Issabella 
Santiago, Sawyer Wilkinson, Jesse 
Balboni, Ivan Chepurenko, Ashley Fisk, 
Evan Forgue, Olivia MacIver, Cynthea 
Papillon, Benjamin Pritchard, Abigail 
Robbins, Theodore DeAngelis-Page, 
Kathryn Harding, Alexandra Henrichon, 
Eliza Mueller, Lily Peloquin, Desmond 

St. Martin, Ashley Tacke and Michael 
Whitaker. 

Second honors are awarded to stu-
dents who receive a minimum of two 
A’s and receive B’s in all other cours-
es taken. Students earning second 
honors for this marking period are: 
Annemarie Benson, Liam Bowler, 
Shane Cooper, Sean Forgue, Edward 
Harding, Audrey Saalfrank, Isaiah 
Solitario, Rachael Fitzgerald, Meghan 
Gilman, Jaylin Glenn, Matthew Kadzik, 
Kylie Lewandowski, Natalie Loiselle, 
Joseph Pisani, Kai Rahilly, Dalton 
Savoy, Ryan Tacke, Alexandra Zajko, 
Madilyn Beneway, Caleb Mann, Jeffrey 
Antonellis, Andrew Chepurenko, Shelby 
Jackman, Jake Marchbanks, Aaron 
Renaud, Justin Rucki and Isabella Vera-
Ortiz.  

Third honors are granted to stu-
dents who receive a minimum of one 
A, with B’s and no more than one C in 
all courses taken. Students who earned 
third honors for the marking term are: 
Dylan Buckamn, Ollie DeBarge, Andrew 
Nedeoglo, Nariyah Renaud, Anna 
Sakaske,Mason LaBrance, Bow Briggs, 
Elizabeth Kadzik and Hannah Primack. 

Gateway announces honor 
roll for fourth term

HCC offers free culinary training 
for English language learners

SCHOOL

SCHOOL

MAIL YOUR LISTING INFORMATION TO:
Turley Publications, Attn: Jamie Joslyn, 24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069

or email* them to: jamie@turley.com
*Be sure to indicate “Autumn Event” in the subject line of your email.

Community 
Autumn Events
Event Should Be Non-Profit

& Open to the Public

FREE Calendar Listings Reaching over 
200,000 Readers in the Pioneer Valley

Event Name _______________________________________________

Date/Time _________________________________________________

Location __________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

Description ________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

Cost _____________________________________________________

Contact name & phone number for more information ________________

_________________________________________________________

Send Us Your
Autumn Event

Information
Turley Publications will 

print your Autumn event
FREE OF CHARGE in our 

Autumn Fest Supplement 
which will be published 

September 13, 2023.
Total circulation of 85,000

reaching over 200,000 readers
in the Pioneer Valley.

Deadline 
for Calendar 

submissions is 
August 16.

HAMDEN, CT – Quinnipiac 
University lists students who received 
degrees during commencement ceremo-
nies held in May.

Local students receiving Master’s 
Degrees are Ahna Schlaefer of Lee, 
Master Health Science, Pathology; 

Ryan Heng of NorthamptoAngela 
Johnson of Pittsfield,  Master of 
Science, Cyber Security and Cameron 
Davignon of Westfield, Master Business 
Administration.

Local students receiving Bachelor’s 
Degrees are Karenna Downs of Westfield, 

Bachelor of Science, Nursing; James 
Hagan of Westfield, Bachelor of Science, 
Management; Elle Campbell Nyarady of 
Westfield, Bachelor of Arts, Advertising 
and Integrated Communications and  
Kaitlin Sicard of Westfield, Bachelor of 
Science, Marketing.

Quinnipiac University lists graduates WORCESTER – Quinsigamond 
Community College announces its 2023 
list of graduates. 

On Friday, May 19 QCC graduates 
took part in its 58th commencement 
ceremony at the DCU Center.  

Receiving certificates are Rebecca 
Nsiah of Westfield and Mitchell Prest of 
Westfield.

QCC lists graduates
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HUNTINGTON BLANFORD
HUNTINGTON CONCERTS HELD THROUGH AUG. 17

By Mary Kronholm
Correspondent

B L A N D F O R D  –  H i g h w a y 
Superintendent David Waldron told 
Select Board Monday night that North 
Blandford Road had to be closed for 
about five hours the morning of July 10 
because of flooding in the dip of the road 
at the bottom of the hill just before Gore 
Road.

According to Waldron, a tree had 
come down and the torrential rain 
brought debris to the tree blocking water 
flow. The tree was removed and traffic 
restored.

The board asked that Waldron 
inquire of the Beaver Solutions group 
about managing the cages in that area.

There are culverts on Hayden, 
Cobble Mountain and Crooks roads that 

need to be replaced, and Waldron noted 
that the water level on Blair Road at the 
box (cement) culvert needs attention. 
Water level should be lowered at least 
four feet to eliminate flooding potential.

Pioneer Valley Planning Commission 
will provide a draft of priority roads need-
ing attention for the second half of the 
Municipal Vulnerability Preparedness 
grant under the Resilient Dirt Roads proj-
ect and then move on to beaver problems.

The board appointed Dale Buchanan 
to the Zoning Board of Appeals through 
June 2026.

The interview with the Conservation 
Agent was postponed until next meeting, 
July 24 as was consideration of Lynn 
Kane as Treasurer-Collector.

The board scheduled an executive 
session for Wednesday, July 12 to discuss 
contracts.

Select Board hear about flooding issues

Tickets on sale for annual firefighter barbecue

HUNTINGTON – The ladies of the 
Huntington Evangelical Church will be 
having a tag sale on Friday, July 13 and 
Saturday, July 14 from 9 a.m.-3 p.m., 
rain or shine. 

They will set up the “make an offer” 

items in their Chapel which is located 
on the Route 20 green across from the 
church.  Proceeds are used to help mis-
sionaries and where needed. There is 
sure to be something for all.

The 413’s kicked off the summer music series in Huntington. Concerts are free and 
run every Thursday from 6:30-8 p.m. through Aug. 17. Up next on Thursday, July 20 is 
singer/songwriter Bobby Sweet.

Photo by Wendy Long

HUNTINGTON –  Local band the 
Time Stretchers opens the 13th Annual 
Historic North Hall Arts Festival 
on Sunday, July 16 at 2 p.m. on the 
Huntington Town Green, 24 Russell 
Road, Route 20 and 112,  as part of the 
seven free program series hosted by the 
North Hall Association. 

The Time Stretchers is known for 
strong lead vocals by all members and 
also its intricate and impressive vocal 
harmonies. Crowds will enjoy a mix of 
classic rock, country, swing from the 
50s and 60s to now, including covers of 
Johnny Cash, The Beatles and more. 

The band features Barry Searle and 
Clark Howell on guitar and vocals, Pete 
Rzasa on vocals, pedal steel and harmonica 
and Sarah Miller on percussion & vocals. 

All program updates will be avail-
able by visiting northhallhuntington.org. 
In case of rain this concert will be held in 
Stanton Hall.

The seven program series is 
sponsored by the Westfield Bank, the 
Massachuset ts  Cultural  Counci l , 
and Cultural Councils of: Chester, 
Cummington, Huntington, Middlefield, 
Montgomery, Russell, Westhampton and 
Worthington.

Huntington church to hold tag sale

Time Stretchers open North Hall Arts Festival

The Time Stretchers kick off the North Hall Arts Festival with an outdoor performance on 
the Huntington Town Green. 

Submitted photo

BLANDFORD – The Blandford 
Historical Society will provide camper-
ships for children age seven through 12 
to attend the Early American Summer 
Days camp Tuesday, Aug. 1 to Friday, 
Aug. 4 at Storrowton Village Museum in 
West Springfield.

The Historical Society will fund 
campers for a total of a four-day experi-
ence at Storrowton. 

Parents are responsible to regis-
ter children online at: https://www.
storrowtonvillage.com/p/learn/sum-
mer-youth-programs. Once a child with 
Blandford connections has been accepted 
at the camp, the Historical Society must 
be notified so the organization can reim-
burse the enrollees’ families. 

Youngsters may participate in all 
four days, or choose any of the activities 
that interest them. 

The programs include Stem and 
Archaeology featuring tools, paleontol-
ogy and historically based science, tech-
nology, engineering and math on August 

1; Toys and Games popular in New 
England farm history, and Nature and Art 
that includes New England gardens, pot-
tery and homemade ice cream; both are 
half-day sessions on Aug. 2.

Homestead on the Farm, living a day 
in the live of a 19th century family is the 
August 3 program.

The final session, 19th Century 
Stage on Aug. 4, offers stage experience 
with professionals, costume, puppetry 
and making musical instruments. 

Program days are from 9:30 a.m.-
3:30 p.m. except on Tuesday, Aug. 2, 
when each program is half-day.

Children must bring a lunch for full 
day sessions and the morning half-day 
session. Refrigeration is provided.

Historical Society Chips Norcross 
said that campers must have a Blandford 
connection and be registered for their 
choice of activities. Once that has been 
accomplished, they should call  508-380-
8845 for confirmation. 

Historical Society sponsors campers

PLAINFIElD –  Prepara t ions 
are underway for the 52nd Plainfield 
Firefighter’s Barbecue that will be held 
Sunday, Sept. 3 (Labor Day Weekend) 
from 1-3 p.m. behind the Shaw 
Memorial Library on Main Street. 

Dinner will include a ½ barbecued 
chicken, local bake potato and corn on 
the cob all cooked on our giant open 
charcoal grill by volunteer firefighters. 
The meal also includes homemade cole-
slaw, dinner roll, beverage and sliced 
watermelon. 

This year, celebrating the 70th year 
of the town’s volunteer fire/EMS depart-
ment, they will also offer a slice of cake 
to recognize the department. 

Thanks to the support of the local 
Cultural Council, the firefighters have 
invited back the “Curtis Rich Review” to 
perform live music at the barbecue, start-
ing at noon. 

In addition, the annual silent auction 

organized by retired firefighter and EMT 
Brian Hawthorne, who will also emcee. 
This will take place under the tent during 
the event. The 47th running of the 1.1-
mile Plainfield Road Race will also start 
around 1:15 p.m on Main Street.

Other annual events including the 
Annual Shaw Memorial Library Book 
Sale as well as ‘Arts Feast’ will return 
during the barbecue.

Plainfield firefighters and EMT’s 
will have tickets to sell  after the 4th of 
July. They sell 400 tickets annually.

Due to continued growth of food 
cost, the tickets are $17 per adult and 
$9 per children under 12.  Don’t wait 
until it’s to late, order tickets now. First 
Responders meet weekly on Thursday 
evenings at the Public Safety Complex 
on North Central Street, people may stop 
by then to purchase tickets or call 413-
634-5470 for more information. 

PLAINFIELD

MIDDLEFIELD

MIDDLEFIELD – The Middlefield 
Senior Center, 169 Skyline Trail on 
Wednesday, July 19 will serve lunch at 
noon.

The meal is eat in or take out. The 
choice is vegetarian chili with cornbread 

or chicken enchiladas, pinto beans, sum-
mer squash and chilled peaches.

People should call 413-623-9990 
to reserve a meal the previous Monday. 
Bingo will be played after lunch.

Middlefield COA lists menu
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FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $180.00

Seasoned cut & split $270.00

All hardwood.

Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for 

outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol-

umes guaranteed!! New England 

Forest Products (413)477-0083

!!!!!FRESH CUT!!!!! Over a cord 

guaranteed. Cut, Split, Prompt deliv-

ery. Call D & D Cordwood (413)348-

4326.

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-

tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor 

Wood Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titani-

um Stainless Steel.  26% Tax Credit.  

Call (508)882-0178

MISCELLANEOUS

PIANO BENCH LEATHER AD-

JUSTABLE EBONY $90.00 Bo-

gen professional 3001 tripod $75.00

Real wicker 2 chairs 1 loveseat   

$125.00. Cuisinart insta-pot electric 

pressure cooker used once $75.00 

Husqvarna Viking Daisy sewing ma-

chine never used $85.00 (413)256-

1670

TAG SALE

DANA WOODS ANNUAL tag sale: 

Belchertown: George Hannum Rd off 

Rt 9 (turn at Stop & Shop) Children’s 

clothes, toys, furniture, housewares, 

tools and more! Saturday, June 

10th, 9:00am-3:00pm

WANTED TO BUY

ANTIQUES AND OLD STUFF WANT-

ED BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 

Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 

Games,coins, sterling, Glassware, 

Silver-plated items, watches, Musical 

instruments, typewriters, sewing ma-

chines, tools, radios, clocks, lanterns, 

lamps, kitchenware, cookware, knives, 

military, automotive, fire department, 

masonic,license plates,beer-cans, 

barware, books, oil cans, advertising 

tins,hunting, fishing, signs, and more 

Donald Roy (860)874-8396

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD

REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 

debris. Barns & sheds demolished. 

Swimming pools removed. Cheap-

er than dumpster fees and we do all 

the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 

(413)283-6512, cell (413)222-

8868.

BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 

Established 1976. New re-roofs and 

repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 

Licensed/ insured. Call (413) 967-

6679

CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish-

ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class-

room instructor, 20+ years experience. 

Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for es-

timate.

CLEANING 

SERVICES

RELIABLE HOUSE CLEANING 

20 YEARS EXPERIENCE CLEANING 

AND ORGANIZING. EXCELLENT 

REFERENCES AVAILABLE CALL 

(413) 455-9633

ELECTRICIAN

DEPENDABLE ELECTRICIAN, 

FRIENDLY service, installs deicing 

cables. Free estimates. Fully insured. 

Scott Winters electrician Lic. #13514-B 

Call (413)244-7096.

EXCAVATING

ELIOT STARBARD EXCAVA-

TION 35 yrs of happy customers. 

508-882-0140

HOME 

IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE-

MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram-

ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 

siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 

insured. Free estimates. (413)246-

2783 Ron.

LANDSCAPING

A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 

BOBCAT SERVICE

 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?

Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal

Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand

Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal

Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in 

shrub trimming, pruning, design, deliv-

eries, loader, backhoe,  insured. Pro-

fessional. Please call Bob (413)537-

5789 (413)538-7954.

BRUSH CLEARING, VEGE-

TATION CONTROL CLEARING 

OF FENCE LINES, OVERGROWN 

PROPERTIES, HIKING TRAILS CALL 

GARY (413)531-3538

ELECTRIFIED LANDSCAP-

ING AND TREE SERVICE CALL 

(413)799-5686

MASONRY

STOP WET 

BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 

WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-

way doors, basement windows, chim-

neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 

repaired, basement waterproofing 

systems, sump pumps.  BBB+ rat-

ing. Free estimates. Lic #14790. Call 

(413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING

DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING Inte-

rior only $199.00 for average 12x16 

room. Very neat, references, prompt 

service call (508)867-2550

KEEP IT PAINTING– Klems ex-

cellent exterior painting. Interiors too. 

Specializing in all aspects of quality 

painting and staining. 25 years ex-

perience. Free consultation. Steve 

(413)477-8217

TREE WORK

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every-

thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 

stump grinding, storm damage and 

brush chipping. Honest and Depend-

able. Fully insured. Now offering a Se-

nior Citizen and Veteran discount. Call 

today for free estimate (413)478-

4212

H & H TREE SERVICE All phases 

of tree care. Call Dave 413-668-

6560 day/night.

STUMP 

GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind-

ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi-

fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413-

478-4212

SAW STUMP GRINDING

 Call for a Free Estimate, Veteran 

Owned, Fully Insured

413-213-5470

PCA NEEDED, EASY WORK 

FLEXIBLE HOURS, PLEASANT 

ENVIRONMENT IN BRIMFIELD 

FOR MORE INFO CALL CONNIE 

(413)271-0573

TOWN OF PALMER:  ADMINIS-

TRATIVE ASSISTANT, ASSES-

SORS OFFICE Town of Palmer is 

seeking qualified candidates for a 

full-time, 32.5 hours Monday 8:30am 

– 7:30pm, Tuesday through Thursday 

8:30am o 4:30pm.

The position works under the direct 

supervision of the Principal Assessor. 

Please go to www.townofpalmer.

com for full job description.  Send 

resume and cover letter to kwenzel@

townofpalmer.com or to 4417 Main 

Street, Palmer, MA 01069. Salary com-

mensurate with experience between 

$22.26 - $25.77 per hour. 

This position requires a high school 

education; and one (1) to three (3) 

years of experience in a real estate or 

office setting; Experience in appraisal 

and assessment practices desired; 

or any equivalent combination of ed-

ucation and experience. Associates 

Degree preferred.  Experience with Vi-

sion, Munis and GIS is desirable.

 
The Town of Palmer is an EOE/AA em-

ployer.

DRIVERS

DRIVER WANTED

TO PROVIDE TRANSPORTA-

TION to individuals with develop-

mental disabilities to and from work, 

volunteering and other activities in the 

Belchertown area.Flexible hours Part 

time 10 -20 hours per week M-F Must 

have. A valid driver’s license, and clean 

driving record $17.00 to start Apply in 

person at 442 State St. Belcher-

town, MA or email ashelton@

communityoptionsma.org

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 

herein is subject to the Federal Fair 

Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 

advertise “any preference, limitation, 

or discrimination because of race, col-

or, religion, sex, handicap, familial sta-

tus, or national origin, or intention to 

make any such preference, limitation, 

or discrimination.” We will not knowing-

ly accept any advertising for real es-

tate which is in violation of the law. All 

persons are hereby informed that all 

dwellings advertised are available on 

an equal opportunity basis.

LOW INCOME SUBSIDIZED 2 

BEDROOM APT. OFF STREET 

PARKING, COIN OP LAUNDRY 

CLOSE TO CENTER OF TOWN 

(413)323-8707

SERVICES

HELP WANTED

SERVICES

REAL ESTATE

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069

or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin

Village Hills
Circulation:

50,500

Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 

the Suburban Residential ZONE 

for $26.00 for 20 words plus 

50¢ for each additional word. 

Add $10 for a second Zone 

or add $15 to run in 

ALL THREE ZONES.

 First ZONE base price  ___________

 Add a second ZONE ___________

 Add a third ZONE ___________

 
Subtotal ___________

 x Number of Weeks ___________

 TOTAL Enclosed ___________

$10.00

$5.00 Quabbin

❏

Suburban
❏

Hilltowns

❏

Run my ad in the

following ZONE(s):

Includes

additional words

Suburban 

Residential
Circulation: 

59,000
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Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  QUABBIN & SUBURBAN – FRIDAY AT NOON

  HILLTOWNS – MONDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800
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www.countryjournal.turley.com   •   413.283.8393
SUBSCRIBE ONLINE AT WWW.TURLEY.COM

New Subscribers!New Subscribers!
Stay connected to all the people, 

places and events that make 
our community a great place 

to call home. From dining and 
entertainment to shopping and 
neighborhood news, we cover 

every local angle to keep you in the 
know and on the go.

YOUR LOCAL COMMUNITY NEWS!

Call or go online today to subscribe:

413.283.8393
www.turley.com/subscriptions

___   YES, start my subscription to Country Journal today!
Delivery Address
Name: __________________________________________________________________
Delivery Address: _________________________________________________________
City: ____________________________________  State: ________  Zip: ____________
Phone: ________________________  Email: ___________________________________

Billing/Mailing Address (if different from delivery address):
Name: __________________________________________________________________
Delivery Address: _________________________________________________________
City: ____________________________________  State: ________  Zip: ____________
Phone: _________________________________________________________________
Credit Card: _____________________________________________________________
Exp. ________________________________  CVV: ______________________________

Choose your subscription type and term:

__ 1 year $31.00  __ 2 years $46.00

Out-of-State  __ 1 year $36.00  __ 2 years $56.00

__ Check Enclosed  __ Credit Card

Mail this completed form with 
payment or bill me later preference to: 

Country Journal
24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069

Get Home Delivery for
Less Than 60¢ a Week!

Country Journal

JOBS. REAL ESTATE. BUY. SELL

Business Owners,
Reach households throughout Becket, Blandford, 

Chester, Chesterfield, Cummington, Goshen, 
Huntington,  Middlefield, Montgomery, Otis, Plainfield, 

Russell, Sandisfield, Westhampton, Williamsburg & 
Worthington when you advertise with us!

Call TERI WEGIEL 413.333.9218
today to get started.
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PITTSFIELD

WESTHAMPTON

KB Accounting announces a webi-
nar on Quickbooks Online Basics on 
Wednesday, July 26 at 10 a.m.

Participants in the webinar will be 
shown how to record and categorize your 
invoices and bills using QuickBooks 
Online. This will make it easier for the 
business owner to keep track of where 
their organization is with their income 
and expenses at any point. Sarah DeZess, 
CPA, Senior Accountant Smith Watson 
& Co will join to discuss how this affects 
taxes and possibly give some tips on how 

to save on the tax bill.
Katie Brelsford, President and CEO 

of KB Accounting, stated, “There are so 
many small business and entrepreneurs 
that cannot afford to outsource book-
keeping services yet and we thought this 
webinar might help organizations avoid 
high costs when they start outsourcing 
their bookkeeping.”

For more information or for addi-
tional inquiries, people may email the 
KB Accounting Team at info@kbac-
countingpittsfield.com.

KB Accounting offers QuickBooks webinar

PROPANE GAS
PLUMBING • HEATING

(413) 268-8360
TOLL FREE 1-800-464-2053

Family Owned & Operated
3 Berkshire Trail West (Route 9), P.O. Box 102, Goshen, MA 01032

www.georgepropane.com

George
PROPANE INC.

ARCHITECT
JEFFREY SCOTT PENN

77 Worthington Road, Huntington, MA 01050
Tel. 413-531-1868
Fax. 413-667-3082

Email: jspsed@verizon.net

new construction, renovation,
historic preservation

DOWN TO EARTH
EXCAVATING

413+667+ 5269

Highly Regarded Professionals: Complete Site Work,
Septic Development and Repairs. Fully insured.

INC

DOWN TO EARTH
EXCAVATING INC

Paul & Randy LaPointe, Owners Huntington, Mass.

Rev. Down to Earth ad #2:Davis  10/30/12  8:44 AM  Page 1

• Tune Ups
• Installations

• Oil Tanks

Huntington, Massachusetts

Office 413.667.0245
Cell 413.530.7037

jeffsoilburnerservice@hotmail.com

FEED • PET SUPPLIES • CLOTHING • COAL 
WOOD PELLETS • WILD & CAGED BIRDSEED
 POOL SUPPLIES •  MOTOR OILS • FENCING
LAWN & GARDEN SUPPLIES • FERTILIZER

GATEWAY FARM & PET

59 RUSSELL ROAD, HUNTINGTON, MA 01050

1-413-667-2279
TARA GRENIER •  PAUL GRENIER

M-F 8am-5pm
Sat. 8am-4pm

B U S I N E S S  D I R E C T O RY

46 Pitcher Street Donald Washburn
Montgomery, MA 01085   862-3301

Kirke R. Henshaw, Inc.
Water Well Drilling, Water Pump Sales & Service

800-232-4725 • Fax 413-296-4565
Charles R. Henshaw

130 Cummington Rd., W. Chesterfield, MA • 413-296-4725

Water
Testing

•
Water System

Repairs

System
Evaluations

•
Hydrofracture

to Increase Flow

Paul’s
Plumbing & Heating

238-0303
PAUL GRAHAM
Mass. License 23299

Structural Repairs - Wood -  Masonry
Sagging Floors • Beams • Sill Timbers • Columns • Termite Damage

Foundation Repairs • Piers & Footings • Chimney Rebuilds

413-667-3149

Dale’s Structural 
& Carpentry

Home Improvement • Additions • Restorations • Remodeling

Timber Frame Homes
Residential
Seasonal Homes & Camps
Garage Repairs
Carriage & Colonial Barns

Kitchen & Baths
Drywall • Paint • Trim Work
Windows • Doors
Decks & Stairs
Interior & Exterior Finishes

Victoria Minella-Sena
Local Realtor, Huntington, MA
~ Helping home buyers & sellers 

for over 20 years.
~ FREE Property Valuation & 

Market Analysis.

(413) 530-8182
Hilltownrealtor@gmail.com
www.victoriaminellasena.realtor

•

Contact 
Theresa

to advertise at
413-283-8393

or email:
twegiel@turley.com

• TV, Audio, WiFi
• Outside Digital TV Antennas
• Wall Mounted TVs
• Cell Reception Antennas

413-443-9235 
215 Fourth St., Pittsfield, MA

Schilling TV
SALES • SERVICE • INSTALLATION

Since 
1948

We 
Deliver

WESTHAMPTON _ The Blueberry Supper will 
again be held at the Westhampton Congregational 
Church, located on Tob Road on Saturday, Aug. 5, at 5 
p.m. 

Menu is Virginia baked ham, pineapple slices, pota-
to salad, sliced cucumbers, green beans, blueberry muf-
fins, assorted beverages and blueberry pie for dessert. 

Price is $15 for adults and $6 for those 12 and 
under. Reservations are due before Saturday, July 
29. People should make their reservations early as 
there is only one sitting and tickets usually sell out. 
Reservations can be made by calling 413-584-9360 or 
emailing lynnesallee@comcast.net.

SIGNS OF SUMMER SEEN IN WESTHAMPTON

This painted old kitchen wood stove serves as a way 
to display flowers for people to stop and purchase on 
North Road in Westhampton.

This roadside stand on Stage Road in Westhampton has 
plants, flowers and vegetables for sale.

Submitted photos

Westhampton church to 
hold blueberry supper

Elliott Sojkowski age 9 of Westhampton caught a 
large mouth bass while fishing with his uncle at the 
Connecticut river.

Submitted Photo

THIS YOUNG MAN DISPLAYS HIS 
CATCH OF THE DAY 

Perry Hill 
Road 
reopens

WESTHAMPTON 
– Perry Hill Road has 
reopened to regular traf-
fic as Monday, July 10 
at 1:30 p.m. 
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CLUES ACROSS
1. Database 

management 
system

5. Medical 
procedures

11. __ Clapton, 
musician

12. Defender
16. Exert oneself
17. Indicates position
18. Prevents river 

overflow
19. Atrocities
24. Mister
25. Ends
26. Slope or tilt
27. Taxi
28. The very ends
29. Actor Sean
30. Japanese 

persimmon
31. Sours
33. Beneficiary
34. Baseball official
38. Muddy, boggy 

ground

39. Not worldly
40. Actress Lathan
43. Soil
44. __-Cola
45. Asleep
49. __ Angeles
50. Give birth to a 

child
51. Beach shelter
53. Commercial
54. Taste property
56. Local jurisdictions
58. It cools your 

home
59. Dismounted from 

a horse
60. Charge with a 

crime
63. Close in
64. Spoke
65. Famed garden

CLUES DOWN
1. Draw a scene
2. Its sultan is famous
3. Unlucky accident
4. A way to ski

5. Abba __, Israeli 
politician

6. Saw
7. “Westworld” actor 

Harris
8. Belonging to me
9. Shoelace tube
10. Takes to court
13. Early multimedia
14. In a way, 

produces
15. Bowlers
20. Of I
21. Equally
22. Gets some sun
23. A place to stay
27. Town in Galilee
29. Aronofsky film
30. Klingon character, 

“Star Trek”
31. Equal to 100 

square meters
32. Atomic #58
33. Arrived extinct
34. Loosen grip
35. A distinctive odor 

that is unpleasant

36. Membranes
37. Some is 

poisonous
38. Partner to Pa
40. Small brown gray 

rail
41. A salt or ester of 

acetic acid
42. Sodium
44. Military official 

(abbr.)
45. Lighted
46. Took off
47. All
48. Ohio city
50. More abject
51. A radio band
52. Controversial tech 

product (abbr.)
54. Monetary unit
55. Passed with flying 

colors
57. A way to win a 

boxing match
61. The Golden State
62. Home of the 

Longhorns

an
sw

er
s

Al's Tire & Auto Repair
When it comes to tires we do it all,

from wheelbarrows to big rigs.
MOST MAJOR TIRE BRANDS AVAILABLE

Brakes, Shocks, Struts, Front End Repairs & Alignments
Air Conditioning Service, Check Engine Lights
918 Southampton Road, Westfield, MA 01085

Monday - Friday 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Mike Morin 562-3391 Alice Morin 562-1704

THIS WEEK’S HOROSCOPES

NATIONALLY ADVERTISED MERCHANDISE FOR ALL MAKES & MODELSWESTFIELD
AUTO PARTS INC

AUTO PARTS 
& SUPPLIES

WHOLESALE   RETAIL

Dial 568-8944 or 568-1611  FAX # 568-1554

★ Complete Auto Machine Shop Service   ★ Engine Rebuilding Of All Kinds
★ Authorized Caterpillar Hydraulic Hose Dealer   ★ Hydraulic Hoses

Call “DALE”      8-12 BIRGE AVE., WESTFIELD

Now stocking 
Car Quest 

Filters made 
by WIX,

Amalie Oil,
Bailing Twine 

&
Tractor Parts

Fun By The 
Numbers
Like puzzles? 
Then you’ll love 
sudoku. This 
mind-bending 
puzzle will have 
you hooked from 
the moment you 
square off, so 
sharpen your 
pencil and put 
your sudoku 
savvy to the test!

ARIES
Mar 21/Apr 20
There are tips and tricks 
to learn through obser-
vation of others, partic-
ularly if those people are 
doing something with 
style. Keep your eyes 
peeled for inspiration.

TAURUS
Apr 21/May 21
Taurus, let other peo-
ple know what you are 
feeling by wearing your 
heart on your sleeve a lit-
tle more often. You don’t 
have to be stoic all of the 
time. It is alright to ask for 
help as well.

GEMINI
May 22/Jun 21
It may seem like the 
days this week will 
trickle by at a snail’s 
pace, Gemini. It is 
perfectly fine to enjoy 
some slow-moving 
days for a change to 
help you recharge. 

 CANCER
Jun 22/Jul 22
Kick up your flirtatious 
nature, particularly if 
you have your eye on 
someone and are eager 
to start a relationship. 
Those who are attached 
can rekindle the passion.  

LEO
Jul 23/Aug 23
Share your optimism 
and level-headedness 
with someone who 
could use your support. 
You have an uncanny 
way of making others 
feel relaxed just by be-
ing in your company. 

VIRGO
Aug 24/Sept 22
An interesting travel 
opportunity comes your 
way, Virgo. However, at 
first glance it might not 
seem like the type of 
trip you would normal-
ly take. Keep an open 
mind and be surprised.

LIBRA
Sept 23/Oct 23
Libra, if you do not like 
the way things are go-
ing in one of your rela-
tionships, it is alright to 
speak up and encour-
age change. You are an 
equal partner and com-
promise is necessary.

SCORPIO
Oct 24/Nov 22
You have to jump on 
every opportunity to 
get ahead that is pre-
sented to you, even if it 
may temporarily upset 
your schedule and life. 
The investment will be 
worth it.

SAGITTARIUS 
Nov 23/Dec 21
Get involved with help-
ing others as much as 
possible. This way you 
will be in the unique po-
sition to help someone 
close to you who needs 
it soon enough. 

CAPRICORN
Dec 22/Jan 20
There is nothing that 
you cannot accom-
plish when you lay on 
the charm. Others will 
flock to you this week 
and want to hear what 
you have to say.

AQUARIUS
Jan 21/Feb 18
Enjoy every meeting 
of minds that you 
encounter. Each rela-
tionship and discus-
sion can help broaden 
your horizons, and 
you can use that in-
formation wisely.

PISCES
Feb 19/Mar 20
No matter how good a 
partnership looks on 
paper, if you are not 
meshing with this in-
dividual then it is not 
a partnership worth 
pursuing. Focus your 
attention elsewhere.

•

To advertise here
contact Teri at
413-283-8393

or email:
twegiel@turley.com •
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Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Hampden Probate and 

Family Court 
50 State Street 

Springfield, MA 01103 
(413)748-7758

Docket No. HD23P1025EA
Estate of:

Franklin Ernest Pero, Sr. 
Also known as: 

Franklin E.  Pero, 
Franklin Pero, Ernest Pero
Date of Death: 08/12/2021

CITATION ON 
PETITION FOR 

FORMAL 
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal 

Probate  of  Wil l  wi th 
Appointment of Personal 
Representative has been 
filed by Frank E Pero, Jr. 
of Chester, MA requesting 
that the Court enter a formal 
Decree and Order and for 
such other relief as requested 
in the Petition. 

The Petitioner requests 
that: Frank E Pero, Jr. of 
Chester, MA be appointed as 
Personal Representative(s) of 
said estate to serve Without 
Surety on the bond in unsu-
pervised administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to 

obtain a copy of the Petition 
from the Petitioner or at 
the Court. You have a right 
to object to this proceed-
ing. To do so, you or your 
attorney must file a written 
appearance and objection 
at this Court before: 10:00 
a.m. on the return day of 
08/01/2023.

This is NOT a hear-
ing date, but a deadline by 
which you must file a writ-
ten appearance and objec-
tion if you object to this pro-
ceeding. If you fail to file a 
timely written appearance 
and objection followed by 

an affidavit of objections 
within thirty (30) days of the 
return day, action may be 
taken without further notice 
to you.

UNSUPERVISED
ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE
MASSACHUSETTS

UNIFORM PROBATE 
CODE (MUPC)

A Personal Represent-
ative appointed under the 
MUPC in an unsuper-
vised administration is not 
re quired to file an inventory 
or annual accounts with the 
Court. Persons interested 
in the estate are entitled to 
notice regarding the admin-
istration directly from the 
Personal Representative and 
may petition the Court in 
any matter relating to the 
estate, including the distri-
bution of assets and expens-
es of administration.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M Hyland, First Justice of 
this Court.
Date: July 03, 2023

Rosemary A. Saccomani
Register of Probate

07/13/2023

LEGAL NOTICE
INVITATION TO BID
HIGHLAND VALLEY 

ELDER SERVICES 
MILK BID

H i g h l a n d  Va l l e y 
Elder Services Nutrition 
Program is soliciting 
open bids for food service 
milk.  The Program serves 
over  750 meals /day.  
Begins October 1, 2023 
through September 30, 
2024.  Sealed bids must 
be received by August 31, 
2023.  For more infor-
mation and a bid packet, 
email kslattery@high-
landvalley.org
07/13/2023

THE 
COMMONWEALTH 

OF MASSACHUSETTS
MASSACHUSETTS 
DEPARTMENT OF 

TRANSPORTATION – 
HIGHWAY DIVISION

NOTICE OF A 
PUBLIC HEARING

Project File No. 607675
A  L i v e  V i r t u a l 

Design Public Hearing 
will be hosted on the 
MassDOT website below 
to present the design 
for the proposed Bridge 
Replacements Project, 
W-36-011 & W-36-017, 
Bridge Street over the 
Mill River and South 
Main Street over the Mill 
River in Williamsburg, 
MA. 

WHEN: 
6:00PM, Thursday, 
July 27, 2023 

PURPOSE: The pur-
pose of this hearing is 
to provide the public 
with the opportunity to 
become fully acquaint-
ed with the proposed 
Bridge Replacements 
Project ,  W-36-011 & 
W-36-017, Bridge Street 
over the Mill River and 
South Main Street over 
the Mill River. All views 
and comments submitted 
in response to the hearing 
will be reviewed and con-
sidered to the maximum 
extent possible. 

PROPOSAL:  The 
proposed project consists 
of replacing the Bridge 
Street and South Main 
Street bridges over the 
Mill River and rebuild-
ing the portion of South 
Main Street between the 
two bridges. The traffic 
pattern in the area will 
be modified such that in 

the final condition both 
bridges and the section 
of South Main Street 
between the two bridges 
will create a single trav-
el lane, one-way loop to 
the South Main Street 
intersection with Route 
9 (Main Street). Shared 
use path accommodations 
will be added to the South 
Main Street bridge and 
extend through the recon-
structed portion of South 
Main Street in accordance 
with the applicable design 
guides. 

A secure right-of-way 
is necessary for this proj-
ect. Acquisitions in fee 
and permanent or tem-
porary easements may 
be required. The Town of 
Williamsburg is respon-
sible for acquiring all 
needed rights in private or 
public lands. MassDOT’s 
policy concerning land 
acquisitions will be pre-
sented in the hearing. 

P r o j e c t  i n q u i r i e s , 
written statements and 
other exhibits regard-
ing the proposed under-
taking may be submitted 
to Carrie E. Lavallee, 
P.E., Chief Engineer, via 
e-mail to massdotmajor
projects@dot.state.ma.us 
or via US Mail to Suite 
7210, 10 Park Plaza, 
Bos ton ,  MA 02116 , 
Attention: Major Projects, 
Project File No. 607675. 
Statements and exhib-
its intended for inclusion 
in the hearing transcript 
must be emailed or post-
marked no later than ten 
(10) business days after 
the hearing is hosted. 

This hearing is acces-
sible to people with dis-
abilities. MassDOT pro-

vides reasonable accom-
modations and/or lan-
guage assistance free of 
charge upon request (e.g 
interpreters in American 
Sign Language and lan-
guages other than English, 
live captioning, videos, 
assistive listening devic-
es and alternate material 
formats), as available. For 
accommodation or lan-
guage assistance, please 
contact MassDOT’s Chief 
Diversity and Civil Rights 
Officer by phone (857-
368-8580), TTD/TTY at 
(857) 266-0603, fax (857) 
368-0602 or by email 
(MassDOT.CivilRights@
dot.state.ma.us). Requests 
should be made as soon as 
possible and prior to the 
hearing, and for more dif-
ficult to arrange services 
including sign-language, 
CART or language trans-
lation or interpretation, 
requests should be made 
at least ten business days 
before the hearing. 

This hearing will be 
hosted, or a cancellation 

announcement posted, 
on the internet at https://
www.mass.gov/orgs/high-
way-division/events. 
JONATHAN GULLIVER

HIGHWAY 
ADMINISTRATOR 

CARRIE E. LAVALLEE, 
P.E.

CHIEF ENGINEER
07/13, 07/20/2023

LEGAL NOTICE
INVITATION TO BID
HIGHLAND VALLEY 

ELDER SERVICES 
BREAD BID

H i g h l a n d  Va l l e y 
Elder Services Nutrition 
Program is soliciting 
open bids for food ser-
vice bread.  The Program 
serves over 750 meals/
day.  Begins October 1, 
2023 through September 
30, 2024.  Sealed bids 
must  be received by 
August 31, 2023.  For 
more information and a 
bid packet, email kslat-
tery@highlandvalley.org
07/13/2023

PUBLIC NOTICES

Public Notices
ARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3

Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, 
Fridays noon for Monday holidays.

GREAT BARRINGTON

GREAT BARRINGTON 
–  Berkshire Agricultural 
Ventures, a growing nonprofit 
organization dedicated to sup-
porting local agriculture and a 
resilient regional food system, 
announces the appointment of 
Martha Page to its Board of 
Directors. 

With her extensive experi-
ence in nonprofit, government, 
and private sector manage-
ment, Martha brings a wealth 
of knowledge and expertise to 
further strengthen BAV’s mis-
sion and impact across the 
Berkshire-Taconic region. 

Page joins the board fol-
lowing her successful ten-
ure as the Executive Director 
of Hartford Food System Inc, 
where she spearheaded innova-
tive initiatives to address food 
security, promote equitable 
access to nutritious food, and 
foster community development. 
Her deep understanding of the 
challenges and opportunities 
within the food system will 
be invaluable in helping guide 
BAV’s strategic vision.

Throughout her career, 
Page has demonstrated excep-
tional leadership and a com-
mitment to collaborative prob-
lem-solving. Her multi-disci-
plinary background has allowed 

her to navigate complex land-
scapes and build strong partner-
ships across sectors which will 
play a vital role in helping to 
shape BAV’s initiatives.

“We are thrilled to wel-
come Martha Page to the 
Board,” Tom Gardner, Board 
President of BAV, said.  He 
emphasized Martha’s impres-
sive background and stead-
fast commitment to enhancing 
food systems, which strongly 
resonates with BAV’s mission. 
“Martha’s extensive expertise 
in the government and not-for-
profit sectors will help BAV 
foster the development of a 
more resilient, sustainable, and 
equitable food system within 
their service area.”

Martha Page will collab-
orate closely with other Board 
members and BAV’s dedicated 
staff to ensure that BAV con-
tinues to make a significant 
impact on the local agricultur-
al communities of Berkshire, 
Litchfield,  Columbia and 
Dutchess counties.

“I am so excited to join the 
Board of Berkshire Agricultural 
Ventures, I have followed the 
work of this impressive orga-
nization and have been a fan 
for several years,” Martha Page 
said. “What they do to ensure 

strong farms and food business-
es in this region resonates so 
strongly with my ongoing com-
mitment to help build a resilient 
New England food system. I 
look forward to working close-
ly with Rebecca and the other 
Board members to promote and 
support the work of BAV’s ded-
icated and talented staff.” 

Berkshire Agricultural 
Ventures is a 501(c)3 nonprofit 
founded in 2016, working to 
support the development and 
viability of local farms and 
food businesses, to build a 
thriving local food economy, 
improve access to fresh food for 
everyone, and address climate 
change through regenerative 
agriculture. BAV brings togeth-
er technical business assistance 
and nimble financing through 
low-interest loans, grants, and 
other professional resources for 
food makers in the Berkshire-
Taconic region of New York, 
Massachusetts and Connecticut. 

F o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a -
tion about BAV, people may 
visit www.berkshireagven-
tu re s .o rg ,  ema i l  Pa t r i ck 
Grego, Communications & 
Development Associate, at pat-
rick@berkshireagventures.com 
or call 413-248-6156.

Berkshire Agricultural Ventures welcomes Martha Page

WA S H I N G TO N -  A s 
LGBTQI+  communi t i e s 
across the world gather to 
celebrate Pride Month, Sen. 
Edward J. Markey, Jeanne 
Shaheen and Jeff Merkley 
and  Rep. Dina Titus reintro-
duced the  Greater Leadership 
Overseas for the Benefit 
of Equality Act, legislation 
outlining a comprehensive 
vision for the United States 
to uphold and defend interna-
tional LGBTQI+ rights. 

The  GLOBE Act  would 
ensure equality and justice are 
critical components of U.S. 
foreign policy, reaffirm that 
the United States will not 
tolerate any discrimination, 
hatred, and violence against 
LGBTQI+ persons around the 
world, and develop assistance 
and immigration programs for 
LGBTQI+ individuals abroad. 

The legislation would 
also make permanent the 
office of the Special Envoy 
for the Human Rights of 
LGBTQI+ Persons, which 
President Joe Biden estab-
lished, as well as ensure that 
future administrations con-

tinue to uphold LGBTQI+ 
rights on the world stage by 
directing the State Department 
to document and respond 
to bias-motivated violence 
against LGBTQI+ people 
abroad.

The bill will implement 
a comprehensive strategy to 
prevent and respond to crimi-
nalization, discrimination, and 
violence against LGBTQI+ 
people. The  GLOBE Act  also 
calls on the Administrator of 
the United States Agency for 
International Development to 
establish a permanent Senior 
L G B T Q I +  C o o r d i n a t o r 
responsible for coordinat-
ing across the agency with 
respect to inclusive devel-
o p m e n t  p r o g r a m m i n g . 
   “As LGBTQI+ people 
face rising discrimination 
here at home, we must use 
Pride Month as an opportu-
nity to affirm our commit-
ment to freedom and equal-
ity - regardless of gender 
or sexual orientation - for 
every person, from Utah 
to Uganda,”  said Markey. 
 

Legislation Announced on U.S. 
Leadership Advancing LGBTQI+ 
Rights on World Stage
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Classifieds
A TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com Call us at 413.283.8393

12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS    ❙     SERVING 50  LO CAL C OMMUNITIES

ESTATE SALE
ESTATE SALE July 14 & 15 8-4.  
2 Country Club Lane Monson.  An-
tiques,collectables, tools 50 year col-
lection

FIREWOOD
MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-
tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor 
Wood Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titani-
um Stainless Steel.  26% Tax Credit.  
Call (508)882-0178

HAY FOR SALE
Round, Wrapped Hay Bales, First 
& Second Cutting. Dry & Wet. Worth-
ington, MA.  Call  (413)478-0178.

MISCELLANEOUS
2013 SUMMERLAND 28’ ONE 
BUMP OUT SLEEPS 6, PLENTY 
OF STORAGE GREAT CONDITION 
MUST BE SEEN ASKING $12,000.00 
(413)238-0199

WANTED TO BUY
ANTIQUES AND OLD STUFF WANT-
ED BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games,coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musical 
instruments, typewriters, sewing ma-
chines, tools, radios, clocks, lanterns, 
lamps, kitchenware, cookware, knives, 
military, automotive, fire department, 
masonic,license plates,beer-cans, 
barware, books, oil cans, advertising 
tins,hunting, fishing, signs, and more 
Donald Roy (860)874-8396

CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish-
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class-
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti-
mate.

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-
way doors, basement windows, chim-
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys-
tems, sump pumps.  BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569-
1611, (413)374-5377

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis-
crimination.” We will not knowingly ac-
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per-
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis.

JUNK REMOVAL REAL ESTATE

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 
Add $10 for a second Zone 
or add $15 to run in 
ALL THREE ZONES.

 First ZONE base price  ___________

 Add a second ZONE ___________

 Add a third ZONE ___________

 Subtotal ___________

 x Number of Weeks ___________

 TOTAL Enclosed ___________

$10.00
$5.00

Quabbin
❏

Suburban
❏

Hilltowns
❏

Run my ad in the
following ZONE(s):

Includes
additional words

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  QUABBIN & SUBURBAN – FRIDAY AT NOON
  HILLTOWNS – MONDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
Fast Rubbish Removal

Junk Appliance Cleanouts.

We load it & take it.

413-531-1936

All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

www.turley.com

We’re apples
to oranges

Unlike many daily newspapers, com-
munity newspapers are thriving for one
reason alone, we’re local all the time. We

bring home local news, reach a dedicated

local audience and enrich each page with

local advertisers.

In fact, community newspapers not only

provide the kind of news that has serious

meaning in local households – they continue

to be an important outlet for advertisers,

knowing that they’re the only source to allow

“mom and pop” businesses to reach their

most likely customers. It’s the kind of service

only a local paper can provide.

Think about it this way, how many sto-

ries do you see about your town, the busi-

nesses that thrive in them or the people

who live and work next to you, on the pages

of your daily newspaper? You won’t find

many. And that’s what makes us different

and keeps us thriving. Turley Publications

has long recognized the importance of

community and remains strongly commit-

ted to those we serve. It’s not po-ta-toe, po-

tat-o when it comes to comparing newspa-

pers, it’s apples and oranges.

Support your community and shop
with our advertisers who make 

this publication possible.

Read your local 
newspaper online at

www.newspapers.turley.com
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Hilltown Hiking Adventures
WASHINGTON – Saturday’s hike was a loop 

around Ashley Lake in Washington, on the edge of 
October Mountain State Forest. 

Parking is on Washington Mountain Road/Pittsfield 
Road where the Appalachian Trail crosses the road with 
a large sign. Here you can enter on Ashley Lake Road 
across from parking corner of Beach Road, in 200 feet 
the Appalachian Trail continues into the woods, we fol-
lowed the road straight in to the October Mountain State 
Forest.  

At about 1/4 mile there is a short spur on the right 
taking hikers to the edge of the lake. Head right at the 
first large intersection to continue onto Ashley Trail 
paralleling the lake on a corduroy road. Trail is laid with 
logs because it is wet. Pass by colonial settlements until 
you reach another junction and head right towards the 
Ashley Dam. 

The Hilltown Hikers did not make it through the 
loop, the trail was at least six inches under water at 1.5 
miles after all this rain so they retraced back and entered 
from the other end. The Hilltown Hikers will be back on 
this one when things dry up and the leaves drop, many 
colonial buildings are here including an old tavern being 
it an important part of Washington history. 

The tower the hikers saw from the trail is a repeater 
tower, privately installed on the private property across 
the road. The complete loop with street walking is 3.3 
miles, flat terrain with very slight elevation. Ashley 
Lake Reservoir was built in 1901 and is 106 acres. 

It was last inspected in 2016 and was found then in 
satisfactory condition.  It has a high risk of flooding the 
area including Pittsfield if it was compromised. 

Hikers trek to Ashley Lake

The Hilltown Hikers traveled this corduroy road on a recent 
hike.

Here is a view of a stone spillway at the dam.

The Hilltown Hikers traveled to Ashley Lake, which is on the edge of October Mountain State Forest.

Hilltown Hikers are seen on a spur trail to Ashley Lake.

This is a view of the dam at Ashley Lake.


