
By Wendy Long
Correspondent

Singer/songwriter Otan 
Vargas will perform at the 
Huntington Town Green 
from on Thursday, July 17 
from 6:30-8 p.m. 

This is part of the week-
ly summer concert series 
on the green organized by 
the Huntington Community 
Events Committee. Vargas 
hails from Tondo, Manila-a 
place where people struggle 
on a daily basis. It is well 
known as one of the poorest 
regions in the Philippines. 
Born and raised there, 
Vargas spent his formative 
years surrounded mostly 
by poverty and despair. It 
is this humble background 
that has helped motivate him 
throughout his life. 

Vargas’ music is a pow-
erfully simplistic combina-
tion of soul-stirring vocals 

accompanied by a dark 
earthy acoustic guitar. He 
writes songs about man’s 
struggles, sorrow and pain 
and finding the strength to 
persevere. What started out 
simply as a means of per-
sonal therapy for Vargas has 
transformed into an inspi-
rational beacon for adoring 
fans worldwide.

In addition to this stop 
in  Huntington,  Vargas’ 
summer schedule includes 
performances in Maine, 
Massachusetts, New York 
and at the Wolf Den at 
Mohegan Sun Casino. This 
week’s bake sale will be 
hosted by It Takes A Village. 

Since 2009, It Takes a 
Village has provided

free postpartum and 
early parenting support to 
families with babies and 
young children living in 

Otan Vargas to perform on Town Green July 17

By Mary Kronholm
Correspondent 

Town Adminis t ra tor 
Cristina Ferrera received word 
from Springfield Water and 
Sewer Commission of unau-
thorized trespass and mowing 
on their property on Cobble 
Mountain Road. 

The .22 acres being 
mowed is “an open field, which 
poses a challenge for posting 
‘No Trespassing’ signs.” The 
SWSC staff does not know 
who is trespassing and mowing.

The property is in the 
100-foot buffer zone of bor-
dering vegetated wetlands, 
which is protected under the 
Massachuset ts  Wetlands 
Protection Act.

SWSC indicated in their 
notice to the town that they 
would place boulders at the 
roadside and post no tres-
passing signs on the property. 
However, no boulders have 
been placed as of July 4, just 
upright posts for the signs. The 
signs have been taken. 

Looking at the property 
involved, it appears that mow-
ing has continued. As a result, 
SWSC has notified the Chester/
Blandford Police Chief Jen 
Dubiel to file a police report 
on this “act of vandalism” and 
investigate same. There may be 
penalties.

OTAN VARGAS, page 3

Otan Vargas is the July 17 performer for Huntington’s Summer 
Concert Series on the town green from 6:30 - 8 p.m.
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This classic truck pulls a float in the Fourth of July parade.
See more photos on page 12. Turley photos by Deborah Daniels
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We Love Fixing Broken Trailers !

Trailer Repairs
• Repair lights / Convert to LED
• Trailer Wiring
• Electric / Hydraulic Brakes
• Hubs / Springs / Axles
• Welding repairs
• Hitches

Truck Accessories
• Lighting and Wiring     • Brake Controllers
• Gooseneck & Fifth Wheel Hitch Installs
• Air Lift Truck Suspension Install

Truck Bodies
• Utility
• Flat Bed
• Dump Body

GRAND OPENING!
JULY 12TH!! 8AM-3PM

FREE HAMBURGERS 10AM-2PM! CHECK OUT OUR OUTDOOR POLYFURNITURE DISPLAY!

Jon has been repairing trailers for 10 years in NJ 
and now he brings his experience right here local!
With his experience and large inventory of parts 

you will be in good hands :)
If you own a trailer or wish you did, stop by at the 

OPEN HOUSE 
and check out this NEW LOCAL BUSINESS!

38 Russell Road 38 Russell Road 
Huntington            Huntington            
413-685-8015413-685-8015
jong@integritytsr.comjong@integritytsr.com

Nol'100

CHESTERFIELD CELEBRATES THE FOURTH OF JULY

Around the corner from the property in question is wetlands vegetation.

Property owned by Springfield Water and Sewer Commission on Cobble Mountain Road shows 
area still mowed and four posts with no signs. Turley Publications Photos by Mary Kronholm

By Mary Kronholm
Correspondent

There may or may not 
be a Special Town Meeting 
with non-binding referen-
dum questions later this 
month.

Town Administrator 
Cristina Ferrera had for-
warded the three proposed 
questions to town coun-
sel and was waiting for a 
response as of Thursday, 
July 3.

Several members of 
the Citizens Enlightening 
Blandford collective unit 
attended the Monday, June 
30 Select Board meeting 
to discuss potential prob-
lems facing the town as 
a result of solar energy 
installations. The board did 
discuss the possibility of 

an STM to get an idea of 
where residents are regard-
ing the expansion of the 
NSTAR/Eversource sub-
station on North Blandford 
Road, the development 
of additional commer-
cial-scale solar energy 
projects and the siting and 
development of Battery 
Energy Storage Systems in 
town. Such an STM would 
help the board understand 
and provide direction for 
whether residents support 
or oppose solar/energy 
installations.

According to Ferrera, 
the Energy Facilities Siting 

MEETING, page 5

Select Board discuss 
Special Town Meeting

BLANDFORD

SWSC reports unauthorized trespass

This horse pulls a cart in Chesterfield’s parade.
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HILLTOWNS –Ortho 
MA, 53 Southampton Road, 
announces its walk-in ortho-
pedic urgent care clinic is 
now open and serving patients 
across Western Massachusetts. 

It is conveniently locat-
ed  just off Exit 41 on I-90. 
Ortho MA provides fast, 
expert care for musculoskel-
etal injuries. At Ortho MA, 
patients find expert care close 
to home without the stress and 
delays of a crowded emergen-
cy room.

Open seven days a week 
with extended evening and 
weekend hours, the clinic is 
designed for immediate access 
to orthopedic care without 
the need for an appointment. 
Patients are seen by a skilled 
team of orthopedic physician 
assistants with decades of 
experience in both routine and 

complex musculoskeletal care.
Clinic hours are Monday–

Friday from 4-8 p.m., 
Saturday–Sunday from 8 

a.m.-noon. Walk-in services 
include: evaluation and treat-
ment of sprains, strains, and 
other orthopedic injuries; frac-
ture management and casting 
and joint injections and other 
non-surgical orthopedic care.

“We’re proud to bring 
accessible, specialized ortho-
pedic care to all of Western 
Massachusetts,” said Joseph 
V. Zwirko, PA-C, co-founder 
of Ortho MA. “For many, it’s 
just a short drive to receive the 
right care right away—with-
out sitting in a crowded ER for 
hours.”

Tamer Bahgat, PA-C, 
added: “This clinic was built 
with the patient in mind—
convenient hours, no appoint-

ments necessary, and experi-
enced providers who are ready 
to treat injuries quickly and 
effectively.”

Meet the OrthoMA Team: 
Joseph V. Zwirko, PA-C over 
15 years of orthopedic and 
emergency medicine expe-
rience; Tamer Bahgat, PA-C 
more than 20 years in trauma 
and orthopedic care, includ-
ing military medical service 
and Timothy B. Rice, PA-C  
Board-certified, with 20+ 
years of experience in ortho-
pedic and sports medicine

With over 50 years of 
combined expertise, the 
Ortho MA team is com-
mitted to keeping Western 
Massachusetts active and pain-
free, one patient at a time. For 
more information, people may 
visit www.orthoma.org or call 
413-83-ORTHO.

Ortho MA walk-in Orthopedic 
urgent care clinic opens

HILLTOWNS –The 
Massachusetts Department 
of Transportation announces 
overnight paving, milling, 
and bridge painting opera-
tions on I-90 westbound and 
eastbound in the towns of 
Stockbridge and Becket. 

All work will take place 
during overnight hours and 
will be complete on Friday, 
July 11 by 5:30 a.m..

In Stockbridge pav-
ing operations will be con-
ducted on I-90 westbound 
from mile marker 0.0 to 
mile marker 4.5 night-
ly now through Thursday, 
July 10 from 7 p.m.-5:30 
a.m. Milling operations will 
be conducted on I-90 east-
bound from mile marker 0.0 
to mile marker 4.5 nightly 

now through Thursday, July 
10 from 7 p.m.-5:30 a.m. 
The I-90 eastbound exit 3 
on-ramp will be closed on 
Friday morning, July 11 
from 1-5 a.m. Detour sig-
nage will be in place to 
direct traffic.

I n  B e c ke t  b r i d g e 
painting will be conduct-
ed on I-90 eastbound and 
westbound at mile marker 
18.4 nightly now through 
Thursday, July 10 from 7 
p.m.-5:30 a.m.

A p p r o p r i a t e  s i g -
nage and law enforcement 
details will be in place to 
guide drivers through the 
work area. Drivers travel-
ing through the area should 
expect delays, reduce speed, 
and use caution. All sched-

uled work is weather depen-
dent and subject to change 
without notice.

For more information 
on traffic conditions, trav-
elers are encouraged to: 
Download the Mass511 
mobile app or visit www.
mass511.com to view live 
cameras, travel times, real 
time traffic conditions, 
and project information 
before setting out on the 
road. Users can subscribe 
to receive text and email 
alerts for traffic conditions. 
Dial 511 and select a route 
to hear real time conditions. 
Follow @MassDOT on X, 
formerly known as Twitter, 
to receive regular updates 
on road and traffic condi-
tions.

MassDOT announces 
upcoming I-90 roadwork

HILLTOWNS – On the 
last weekend of every July 
(July 26 and 27), Hilltown 
6 potters and their guests 
artists invite the commu-
nity into their studios to 
witness their ancient art in 
action during the Hilltown 6 
Pottery Tour.

The potters will wel-
come attendees to watch as 
they showcase various tech-
niques and materials with 
scheduled demonstrations 
and participatory events 
throughout both days. The 
artists will share how they 

shape earth into beautiful 
and distinctive objects.

During the tour, visitors 
will: Watch as clay artists 
craft teapots, vases, pitch-
ers, and more from start 
to finish. See artists throw 
pots on a foot-powered 
treadle wheel. Walk inside 
a giant wood-burning kiln 
and taste fresh bread baked 
in a ceramic flame-proof 
cloche.

The Hilltown 6 Pottery 
Tour makes for a delightful, 
family-friendly weekend 
spent traversing the sce-

nic hills that rise out of the 
Pioneer Valley and taking in 
all that the hilltowns have 
to offer. During the peak of 
New England’s picturesque 
summer, visitors will also 
encounter farm stands and 
small businesses supplying 
locally the locally grown 
bounty of the season, from 
fresh eggs to homemade 
preserves to artisanal brews.

This year, Hilltown 6 
is celebrating the event’s 
community spirit by donat-
ing a portion of each artist’s 
proceeds to the Food Bank 

of Western Massachusetts. 
Visitors to the 2025 pot-
tery tour will not only get 
to experience the close-knit 
feel of the Hilltowns and 
support local artists – they 
will also help put food on 
the tables of those most in 
need.

Wi th  the  combined 
b e a u t y  o f  h a n d c r a f t -
ed ar t  and the western 
Massachusetts landscape, 
it’s no wonder that the tour 
has become a nationally 
recognized event. In past 
years, the event has drawn 

company from all corners 
of the state, as well as New 
York, Boston, Hartford, 
Albany and beyond.

Hilltown 6 is a group 
of  now eight  nat ional-
ly renowned potters based 
in the Hilltowns: Robbie 
Heidinger, Christy Knox, 
Maya Machin,  Michael 
M c C a r t h y ,  H i r o s h i 
Nakayama, Mark Shapiro, 
Constance Talbot and Sam 
Taylor. This year’s tour will 
also feature 18 guests from 
around the country.

For a complete demon-

strations schedule, studio 
map, information on par-
ticipating artists and more, 
visit hilltown6.com.  

2 0 2 5  g u e s t s  a r e 
Normandy Alden, Hayne 
Bayless, Celia Feldberg. 
Dan Finnegan, Stuart Gair, 
Yeonsoo Kim, Billie Li, 
Jeffrey Lipton, Matthew 
Meunie r,  Mary  Ris ley, 
Tandem Ceramics, Justine 
and Grant Figura, Sumiyo 
Toribe, Waterwheel Clay,  
Ben Bonsall and Garrett 
Sanders, Tom White and 
Sophie Yoon.

Hilltown 6 hosts pottery tour offered on July 26 and 27

lb
$217

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION  

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS
CENTER CUT
PORK CHOPS or ROAST ........

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN

SALE DATES: SALE DATES: 
7/10/25-7/16/257/10/25-7/16/25

USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN THIGHS 10 LB BAG ............

USDA INSP. FROZEN

SALMON FILLETS .........................

lb

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

USDA INSP. FROZEN THE BAKERY

FROSTED 
SUGAR COOKIES 13 OZ ...................99¢

PRICES IN  RED
ARE AT OR BELOW

 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

$699
lb

USDA INSP. FRESH
BONELESS & SKINLESS

CHICKEN BREAST 10 LB BAG ............

$699
lb

USDA INSP. STOREMADE

BEEF SHADED STEAK .....................

7 LB 7 LB 
BAGBAG$399

lb

80% LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

ea

$288
lb

$499

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

BEEF TENDERLOIN
$1199

lb

CUT CUT 
FREEFREE

GREAT ON THE GRILL 

$249
lb

lb

$147

$244
lb

USDA INSP. 
ROAST BEEF ..........................
USDA INSP. 
PROVOLONE CHEESE ..........

 SLICED IN OUR DELI 

$699
lb

USDA INSP. FRESH
COUNTRY STYLE PORK RIBS 

USDA INSP. FROZEN BONE-IN
CENTER CUT PORK CHOPS 

USDA INSP. STOREMADE BONELESS
ITALIAN MARINATED
CHICKEN BREAST ................
USDA INSP. STOREMADE BONELESS
TERIYAKI MARINATED
BEEF BLADE STEAKS .........

$699
lb

$399
lb

BEEF RIBEYE
STEAKS

$1199
lb

HILLTOWN COMMUNITY CHURCH
You’re Invited!

Join us on Sunday Mornings @ 10 a.m. for a time of 
worship and teaching of God’s Word. Discover a welcoming 

community and deepen your faith in Jesus Christ. 
Come discern God’s will and purpose for your life.

55 Main Street
Russell, MA 01071

Email: hilltownchurch3341@gmail.com
Office: 413.862.3341

 Rev. Dr. Robert Perreault: 413.275.3232

Corrections
The Chesterfield town wide tag sale was incorrectly list-

ed as Saturday, Sept. 5. The date is Saturday, Sept. 6 and rain 
date is Sunday, Sept. 7.

Lou Belhumer was incorrectly listed as a veteran in the 
June 5 edition. She is the Memorial Day Committee chair-
man for Huntington and a member of the American Legion 
Auxilary. 

HILLTOWNS – Western 
Mass Hilltown Hikers will 
hold a group hike to Snow 
Hole Taconic Crest  on 
Saturday, July 26 at 10 a.m. 

Parking wi l l  be  in 
the  Petersburgh Pass Parking 
Lot on Route 2, Williamstown 
by the  Petersburgh, New 
York state line. The hike rat-
ing is moderate and 5.8 miles 
in and back ridgeline hike 
with 872 feet of total eleva-
tion gain

The group will hike 

along the scenic ridge trail 
known as the Taconic Crest 
to the “Snowhole” on the 
Taconic Mountain Range 
where Massachusett, New 
York and Vermont come 
together. This rare geophys-
ical treasure is a 40-50-foot-
deep bedrock chasm that 
holds snow and ice well into 
the warmest summer months. 

They will start at the lost 
Petersburgh Pass Ski Resort 
founded in 1962 on the New 
York and Massachusetts bor-

der. They will enjoy many 
scenic vistas on the trail 
maintained by the Williams 
College Outing Club inside 
the Memorial Forest and by 
the State of New York and 
the Taconic Crest Club. The 
start of the walk from the 
parking area is fairly steep, 
but very short, then they fol-
low the Taconic Crest Trail 
over gently rolling terrain for 
approximately 1-1.5 hours 
passing the Shepard’s Well 
and Birch Brook side trails 

along the way.  Participants 
should bring a good camera, 
head lamp and snacks. They 
are hiking three states and 
enjoying the scenic vistas to 
Vermont.

They will hike rain 
or shine. Registration is  
required. People should reg-
ister per car load by visit-
ing   https://westernmasshill-
t ow n h i k e r s . t i c k e t l e a p .
com.  Maps and bottled water 
are provided.   Well behaved 
dogs are allowed. The event 

is volunteer lead. Suggested 
donation is $15.   More 
details are available by vis-
iting   www.hilltownhikers.
com. People may email west-
ernmasshilltownhikers@aol.
com  or call/text 413-302-
0312 if they have any ques-
tions.  As always be prepared 
for rocks, mud and roots, 
bring trekking poles.

For those who want to 
hike every weekend year-
round they may become 
a Hilltown Hiker mem-

ber.   They will get access to 
a private Messenger Group 
Text with hike and event 
announcements that are mem-
ber exclusive events.   People 
can sign up by visiting www.
HilltownHikers.com. 

Tees, hoodies, hats, 
patches and bags will be for 
sale by donation at the event.   
See all our events, maps, blog 
and photos at www.hilltown-
hikers.com.  Please keep our 
beautiful places clean and 
carry in and carry out. 

Hilltown Hikers to hold group hike to Snow Hole Taconic Crest

H I L L T O W N S  –
Northeast gasoline prices 
are mostly staying put after 
a tumultuous week for oil 
and gas markets that ulti-
mately ended with sharply 
lower crude oil prices and 
less pressure on prices at the 
pump. 

This is good news for 
drivers heading into the 
Fourth of July holiday travel 
period, as local pump prices 
remain considerably lower 
than this time last year. With 
virtually all the crude oil 
price increases stemming 
from Middle East tensions 
evaporating from petro-
leum markets by the middle 

of last week, the focus for 
commodities traders shift-
ed to domestic supply and 
demand readings that show 
demand for gasoline contin-
ues to increase, but supplies 
remain strong as well. 

The Energy Information 
Administration last week 
reported a third straight 
weekly increase in gasoline 
demand, which rose near-
ly 400,000 barrels a day 
over the prior week in line 
with expectations for strong 
demand typically seen in 
early summer. 

That higher demand 
was a factor in nation-
al inventories of gasoline 

declining by 2.1 million 
barrels in total, according 
to the EIA, which might put 
additional upward pressure 
on pump prices. But in the 
Northeast, regional inven-
tories actually increased by 
just over 2 million barrels, 
bucking the national trend. 
Regional supplies are now 
up 3.2 million barrels over 
last year and comfortably 
positioned ahead of the July 
4 holiday and the next few 
peak weeks of the summer 
driving season. 

“Recent geopolitical 
events showcased the vol-
atile nature of oil and gas 
markets, but right now sup-

ply and demand are the 
primary factors impacting 
how much it costs to fill our 
tanks,” said Jillian Young, 
director of public relations 
for AAA Northeast. “While 
regional pump prices are up 
slightly from a month ago, 
they remain more than 35 
cents lower per gallon than 
this time last year; great 
news for those heading 
out for Fourth of July road 
trips.” 

The average gas price 
in Massachusetts is down 
a penny from last week 
($3.08), averaging $3.07 
per gallon. Today’s price 
i s  s even  cen t s  h ighe r 

than a month ago ($3.00) 
and 39 cents lower than 
this day last year ($3.46). 
Massachusetts’ average gas 
price is 11 cents lower than 
the national average.

AAA Northeast’s June 
30 survey of fuel prices 
found the current nation-
al average down four cents 
from last week ($3.22), 
averaging $3.18 per gallon. 
Today’s national average 
price is two cents higher 
than a month ago ($3.16) 
and 31 cents lower than this 
day last year ($3.49).

Today, Mississippi and 
Oklahoma have the low-
est prices in the nation at 

$2.71 and $2.73, respective-
ly. California and Hawaii 
hold the highest  prices 
in the nation this week at 
$4.59 and $4.47, respec-
tively. Massachusetts holds 
the 25th place on the list 
of lowest gas prices in the 
nation.

AAA Northeast is a 
not-for-profi t  auto club 
wi th  o ffices  in  Rhode 
I s l and ,  Massachuse t t s , 
Connecticut, New Jersey, 
New Hampshire and New 
York, providing nearly 6.8 
million local AAA mem-
bers with travel, insurance, 
financial and auto-related 
services.

Gas prices ease down a penny for customers respite tumultuous markets
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PROPANE GAS
PLUMBING • HEATING

(413) 268-8360
TOLL FREE 1-800-464-2053

Family Owned & Operated
3 Berkshire Trail West (Route 9), P.O. Box 102, Goshen, MA 01032

www.georgepropane.com

George
PROPANE INC.

DOWN TO EARTH
EXCAVATING

413+667+ 5269

Highly Regarded Professionals: Complete Site Work,
Septic Development and Repairs. Fully insured.

INC

DOWN TO EARTH
EXCAVATING INC

Paul & Randy LaPointe, Owners Huntington, Mass.

Rev. Down to Earth ad #2:Davis  10/30/12  8:44 AM  Page 1

• Tune Ups
• Installations

• Oil Tanks

Huntington, Massachusetts

Office 413.667.0245
Cell 413.530.7037

jeffsoilburnerservice@hotmail.com

FEED • PET SUPPLIES • CLOTHING • COAL 
WOOD PELLETS • WILD & CAGED BIRDSEED
 POOL SUPPLIES •  MOTOR OILS • FENCING
LAWN & GARDEN SUPPLIES • FERTILIZER

GATEWAY FARM & PET

59 RUSSELL ROAD, HUNTINGTON, MA 01050

1-413-667-2279
TARA GRENIER •  PAUL GRENIER

M-F 8am-5pm
Sat. 8am-4pm

BUSINESS 
DIRECTORY

46 Pitcher Street Donald Washburn
Montgomery, MA 01085   862-3301

Kirke R. Henshaw, Inc.
Water Well Drilling, Water Pump Sales & Service

800-232-4725 • Fax 413-296-4565
Charles R. Henshaw

130 Cummington Rd., W. Chesterfield, MA • 413-296-4725

Water
Testing

•
Water System

Repairs

System
Evaluations

•
Hydrofracture

to Increase Flow

Paul’s
Plumbing & Heating

238-0303
PAUL GRAHAM
Mass. License 23299

FULLY LICENSED & INSURED 
Huntington, MA • 413-667-3149

dalesstructuralandcarpentry.com

Dale’s
Home Improvement • Additions • Restorations • Repairs

Sagging Floors - Beams - Columns
Sill Timbers - Termite Damage

Foundation Repairs - Piers & Footings 
Chimney Rebuilds

Structural 
& Carpentry

Post 
& Beam 
Repairs

SPRINGFIELD — State 
Fire Marshal Jon M. Davine 
announced the  gradua-
tion of 26 recruits from the 
Massachusetts Firefighting 
Academy’s Call/Volunteer 
Recruit Firefighter Training 
Program.

L o c a l  g r a d u a t e s 
a r e  M a t t h ew  K r a s s l e r 
o f  H u n t i n g t o n  F i r e 
Department, Todd Krassler 
of Huntington Department, 
Alan Whitney of Huntington 
Fire Department. The mem-
bers  o f  Ca l l /Volun teer 
Recruit Class #119 graduat-
ed at the Department of Fire 
Services’ Springfield cam-

pus. 
“Massachusetts fire-

fighters are on the frontlines 
protecting their communi-
ties every day, and today’s 
graduates are needed now 
more than ever,” said State 
Fire Marshal Davine. “The 
hundreds of hours of foun-
dational training they’ve 
received on nights  and 
weekends will provide them 
with the physical, mental, 
and technical skills to per-
form their jobs effectively 
and safely.”

The  Ca l l /Vo lun t ee r 
Firefighter Recruit Training 
Program is unique in that it 

delivers a standard recruit 
training curriculum, meet-
ing national standards, on 
nights and weekends to 
accommodate the schedule 
of firefighters in suburban 
and rural areas. Making the 
training more accessible 
means more firefighters can 
participate and allows them 
more time to practice train-
ing skills with instructors.

The MFA, a division 
of the Department of Fire 
Services, has offered the 
program since 2003. More 
than 3,000 call and volun-
teer recruits have graduated 
since then.

Graduates have com-
pleted 240 hours of training 
on nights and weekends. 
Upon successful comple-
tion of this program, all stu-
dents have met the national 
standards of NFPA 1001, 
Standard for Fire Fighter 
Professional Qualifications. 
In addition, they have the 
ability to become certified 
to the level of Firefighter I/
II and Hazardous Materials 
First Responder Operations 
Level by the Massachusetts 
Fire Training Council, which 
is accredited by the National 
Board  on Fi re  Service 
Professional Qualifications.

Local firefighters graduate from State Fire Academy

H U N T I N G TO N  –  
In  Seeger, talented actor 
Randy Noojin brings the 
legend and music of Pete 
Seeger to life on Sunday, 
July 13 at 2 p.m. in North 
Hall, 40 Searle Road.

His program is a com-
bination of live perfor-
mance and a multimedia 
show of film clips and pho-
tos. The critically acclaimed 
solo show Seeger, as well 
as Randy’s Hard Travelin’ 
with Woody, premiered at 
The New York International 
Fringe Festival and contin-
ues to tour nationwide.

Randy Noojin has 
acted in hundreds of plays 
regionally and in New York. 
He was nominated for a 
Best Actor AriZoni Award 
for his performance of 
Martin in Edward Albee’s 
“The Goat or Who is 
Sylvia” at Actor’s Theatre 
of Phoenix, directed by 
Marshall W. Mason.   He 
has played Hank Williams 
in numerous productions 
of Hank Williams: Lost 

Highway.
He holds a Master 

in Fine Arts in perfor-
mance  f rom Ar i zona 
State University. Randy 
also holds an MFA from 
The University of Iowa’s 
Playwrights Workshop.

All performances are 
free; donations welcomed. 
Performances begin at 2 
p.m. People should come 
early to get a good seat. 
Doors open about 1:30 
p.m. People may visit the 
website at www.northhall-
huntington.org for program 
updates. North Hall is locat-
ed at 40 Searle Road The 
venue is wheelchair acces-
sible and air conditioned. 

T h e  s e v e n  p r o -
gram series is sponsored 
by the Westfield Bank, 
Eas thampton  Sav ings 
Bank, the Massachusetts 
Cul tura l  Counci l  and 
Cul tural  Counci ls  of : 
Cummington, Huntington, 
Middlefield, Montgomery, 
Russell, Westhampton and 
Worthington.

Randy Noojin to 
perform at North Hall

Shown are the graduates of the most recent  Massachusetts Firefighting Academy’s Call/Volunteer Recruit Firefighter Training Program.
Submitted photo
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Not Just  Not Just  
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AND TRUCKING INC.
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LAND CLEARINGLAND CLEARING
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DRAINAGEDRAINAGE

Western Massachusetts and 
has inspired the communi-
ty to welcome the newest 
members of their Village. 
What started with one neigh-
bor supporting one mother 
has expanded into a home 
visiting program covering 29 
rural towns, a Parent Support 
and Education Program with 
drop-in support groups and 
a donation and distribution 
center that has given out 
over $2 million worth of free 

newborn supplies to thou-
sands of families throughout 
New England. More infor-
mation on their programs 
and ways to help or volun-
teer can be found by visit-
ing their website http://www.
hilltownvillage.org/. 

Huntington’s summer 
music series will be held 
on Thursday evenings, rain 
or shine, through Aug. 21. 
Concerts take place on the 
Town Green at the intersec-

tion of Routes 20 and 112. 
In the case of rain, perfor-
mances wil l  move into 
Stanton Hall, which is air 
conditioned and wheelchair 
accessible. Admission is 
free and the series is spon-
sored by the Huntington 
Community Events com-
mittee and supported by 
the Huntington Cultural 
Counc i l .  Baked  goods 
will be available for pur-
chase each week from local 

non-profit groups.
U p c o m i n g  p e r f o r -

mances will be The Brian 
& Vicky Show on July 24, 
The Hellcats on July 31, The 
Hotshot Hillbillies on Aug. 
7, Even It Up on Aug. 14, 
with The Honig Brothers 
closing the season on Aug. 
21. All the concerts will all 
run from 6:30-8 p.m.

People may bring a 
lawn chair or blanket. Pets 
should be left at home.

OTAN VARGAS	 from page 1

Randy Noojin will reprise Seeger, his Pete Seeger tribute, on 
Sunday, July 13 on the North Hall stage in Huntington.

Submitted photo
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Can I switch to a taxi driver job without hurting my Social Security? 

Dear Rusty: 
I opted to draw my 

Social Security retirement 
benefit early and work part 
time. The company I work for 
has decided to pull me from 
field work due to my age 
and health. Although they 
are great keeping me at 20 
hours per week running for 
parts and doing office work, 
I’m not sure how much lon-
ger it will last. I’m thinking 
of taking a taxi driving job 
to keep my income enough 
to live on. The way it would 
work, I would lease the cab 
for some amount of dollars 
per day, set my own hours to 
work and collect anywhere 
from $1.40 to $4.00 per mile, 
depending on what type of 
fare. My question is: how 
does Social Security look 
at that type of employment? 
Would I be held to the 15 - 
45 hours a month standard? 
I could never come close to 

making the $1,200 to $1,300 
a month I need by working 
so little. Any advice is greatly 
appreciated. 
Signed: Seeking Advice 
    
Dear Seeking: 

If you go ahead with 
your plan to lease a taxicab 
instead of continuing your 
current employment, you 
would, in effect, be consid-
ered “self-employed” and 
would submit your income 
tax return to the IRS accord-
ingly. Social Security would 
get your earnings informa-
tion as reported to the IRS 
and it would be your net 
earnings from self-employ-
ment after deducting all your 
business expenses that is 
reported to SSA by IRS. 

There is, however, a spe-
cial rule which would apply 
to you in your first calendar 
year of self-employment 
while collecting early Social 

Security benefits. Since, in 
your first year, some of your 
earnings would be as a part-
time employee paying SS 
FICA payroll taxes, Social 
Security would first look at 
your earnings as an employ-
ee to see if you exceeded 
the annual earnings limit 
($23,400 for 2025). 

Then, upon starting your 
self-employment, Social 
Security would look at the 
hours you spent performing 
“substantial gainful activity” 
(e.g., driving your taxi) each 
month and, if you spent more 
than 45 hours per month in 
that capacity, you would not 
be considered “retired,” and 
thus, not eligible for Social 
Security in any month you 
exceeded that amount of 
hours. 

If you earned less than 
the annual limit in total both 
as an employee and while 
self-employed, you would 
get benefits for all months 
of the year. But if you earn 
more than the annual limit, 
you will get no benefits for 
any month you exceeded 45 
hours as a self-employed per-
son. Again, this only applies 
during the first calendar year 
of self-employment - in the 
following year only your net 
earnings from self-employ-

ment would count toward the 
annual earnings limit.  

In effect, SSA would use 
the hours-worked standard to 
see if you are truly retired 
or actually working. If the 
latter, they would withhold 
SS monthly benefits for any 
month you exceed 45 hours 
working while self-em-
ployed (up to and including 
December of your first cal-
endar year of self-employ-
ment), and only if your total 
income (as an employee 
and while self-employed) 
exceeds the annual limit.  

So, if your goal is to net 
$1,200 - $1,300 per month 
as a self-employed taxi driv-
er, that would be well with-
in the limits of the annual 
earnings test ($23,400 for 
2025 but changes yearly). 
But there may, or may not, 
be a reduction in your Social 
Security benefits during your 
first year of self-employ-
ment, depending on when 
you start as self-employed. 
Note that SSA will ask about 
your work plans when you 
apply, and if you expect to 
stay under the annual limit 
(working part time in both 
capacities), you should get 
full SS benefits. Just be care-
ful to stay under the annual 
earnings limit for those col-

lecting early Social Security 
benefits. FYI, earnings from 
before your SS benefits start-
ed don’t count toward the 
earning limit.   

Note, too, that your 
monthly Social Security 
benefit will be actuarially 
reduced according to how 
far in advance of your full 
retirement age you claim SS. 
Whenever SS benefits are 
claimed prior to one’s full 
retirement age, those benefits 
are permanently reduced. 

The Association Mature 
Citizens Foundation and its 
staff are not affiliated with 
or endorsed by the Social 
Securi ty  Administrat ion 
or any other governmental 
entity. This article is intend-
ed for information purpos-
es and does not represent 
legal or financial guid-
ance. It presents the opin-
ions and interpretations of 
the Associat ion Mature 
Citizens Foundation’s staff, 
trained and accredited by 
the National Social Security 
Association  To submit a 
question, visit amacfounda-
tion.org/programs/social-se-
curity-advisory or email us 
at ssadvisor@amacfounda-
tion.org. Russell Gloor is a 
Social Security advisor for 
AMAC.  

I was pleased to come 
home from vacation and 
see the changes in my 

work gardens over 10 days 
time. It was astounding to 
witness the growth that many 
of the plants put on!  

One  o the r  t h ing  I 
enjoyed seeing was a few 
“volunteers” that had popped 
up here and there. Celosia, 
portulaca and my favorite, 
the cleome, had germinated 
in bare spots in the garden.  

While most of these 
plants did not fit in to the 
current year’s design and had 
to be removed, the cleome, 
better known as “spider 
flower,” popped up exactly 
where I would have wanted 
it. In a month or so I will 
have dome gorgeous flowers 
in the center of a bed, pro-
viding height right where I 
need it.

Spider flower goes by 
the scientific name Cleome 
hasslerana. Older cultivars 
such as “Helen Campbell” 
and the “Queen” series top 

off at an airy four 
o r  f i v e  f e e t 
t a l l ,  w h i l e 
t h e  n ew e r 
“Sparkler” 
hybrids are 
a bit shorter 
and bushi-
er. Besides 
white, spider 
flower comes 
in pink, cherry 
and lavender.  

It was given 
such a unique name because 
of the flower’s long, slender 
stamens that remind one of 
spider legs protruding from 
the plant. The stamens hold 
the eventual seed pods a dis-
tance away giving them even 
more “popping power” once 
ripe.  

As a child, I was drawn 
to the seed pods of this pecu-
liar plant – if you waited 
until they were “just right” 
and gave them a squeeze, the 
seeds would fly everywhere. 
What fun!  

This attribute gives the 

plant tremendous “staying 
power” in the garden- in 
other words it pops up every-
where the following season! 
This can be a very good 
thing if you enjoy having the 
cleome around as much as 
I do.  

Because cleomes are 
flower producing power-
houses they sometimes 
become exhausted by mid-
summer; their lower leaves 
yellow and flowers start to 
fade.  I always thought that 
if they were dead headed like 
other, more common annuals 

were, maybe they would last 
longer into the season.  

So, as an exper-
iment I clipped 
t h e  s e e d - p o d s 
close to the plant 

as soon as they 
began to form.  
Unfortunately, 

the overall form 
of the plant was altered- 
not for the better- and 
with little reward for 

my work.  Then I began 
to search out what exactly 
cleomes need in order to 
thrive- perhaps if I met those 
requirements I’d have better 
luck.  

I had always known 
that cleomes prefer full sun 
and well-drained soil.  What 
I didn’t know was that they 
also like fertile soil and 
space away from one anoth-
er. Regular doses of liquid 
feed are a must!  

I n  t h e  n o r t h ,  t h e 
cleome’s habit of self-sow-
ing doesn’t become annoy-
ing, but in warmer areas it 

can become weedy. Clipping 
the seed-pods as mentioned 
above would “nip this prob-
lem in the bud.” Seedlings 
that develop from volun-
teers will likely be a blend 
color-wise of the plants 
you grew last year because 
they are cross-pollinated by 
insects.  

I will have to wait and 
see what color my self-sown 
cleome seedlings end up 
being, but lucky for me the 
rest of the flowers in the gar-
den bed are in pink and lav-
ender shades and will blend 
perfectly the volunteers.  

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge 
School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. 
For 33 years she has held the 
position of staff horticultur-
ist at Old Sturbridge Village. 
She enjoys growing food 
as well as flowers. Have a 
question for her? Email it to 
pouimette@turley.com with 
“Gardening Question” in the 
subject line. 

A self-sown surprise
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MAIL YOUR LISTING INFORMATION TO:
Turley Publications, Attn: Jamie Joslyn, 24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069

or email* them to: jamie@turley.com
*Be sure to indicate “Autumn Event” in the subject line of your email.

Community 
Autumn Events
Event Should Be Non-Profit

& Open to the Public

FREE Calendar Listings Reaching over 
200,000 Readers in the Pioneer Valley

Event Name _______________________________________________

Date/Time _________________________________________________

Location __________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

Description ________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

Cost _____________________________________________________

Contact name & phone number for more information ________________

_________________________________________________________

Send Us Your
Autumn Event

Information
Turley Publications will 

print your Autumn event
FREE OF CHARGE in our 

Autumn Fest Supplement 
which will be published 

September 10, 2025.
Total circulation of 85,000 

reaching over 200,000 readers
in the Pioneer Valley.

Deadline 
for Calendar 

submissions is 
August 11.

BLANDFORD

By Mary Kronholm
Correspondent

BLANDFORD – At 
the June 30 Select Board 
meeting, Mary Hull, a mem-
ber of the Mercy Warren 
Chapter of the Daughters of 
the American Revolution, 
has obtained through the 
Pomeroy Foundation, a grant 
for an historic marker honor-
ing Jethro Jones, Blandford’s 
Black veteran of the American 
Revolution.

His efforts on America’s 
behalf were first found by 
the late Donald Shepard, 

who spent many 
long hours going 
through records. 
According to Hull, 
the sign will be 
a cast aluminum 
plaque measuring 
18 by 32 inches on 
a seven-foot pole. 
She said, “The peo-
ple who put up the 
money for the sign 
prefer that it be 
placed at the junction of Blair 
Road with Jethro Jones Road 
so more people will see it.”

Hull said that there is a 
website that tracks where these 

historic markers 
are located, “so if 
somebody is driv-
ing to Western 
M a s s a c h u s e t t s 
and wants to visit 
historic markers, 
they’d be able to 
see it.”

The sign, with 
the Select Board’s 
a p p r o va l  w i l l 
be placed in the 

town’s right of way at the Blair 
Road and Jethro Jones site 
by the Highway Department. 
There are also specific instruc-
tions for placement.

Once the sign is in place, 
Mercy Warren Chapter will 
plan a dedication ceremony 
that will be open to the public.

The historic marker will 
read: Jethro Jones, CA 1733-
1828. Black Veteran who 
served as a private from 1777-
1783. Maker of Bolectiion 
Woodworking Planes. Died 
in Blandford, Mercy Warren 
Chapter NSDAR, William G. 
Pomeroy Foundation 2025. 
This will be the eighth histor-
ic marker in Massachusetts 
funded by the Pomeroy 
Foundation. There are 944 
such markers nationwide.

Mary Hall obtained grant for a historic maker
Board reviews energy/
solar/electrical expansions 
and more and takes con-
trol from the town to the 
state. The sole avenue for 
the town would be, accord-
ing to Ferrera, once the 
requests for projects are on 
the EFSB docket for con-
sideration, the town then 
has 14 days to file for inter-
vener status. Intervener sta-
tus, when granted, would 
give the town, its residents 
and officials a legitimate, 
legal seat at the table to be 
part of the process to deter-
mine the outcome. Anyone 
can seek this status, not just 
town officials.

According to  the 
EFSB website to obtain 
approval, “a proposed 
facility must demonstrate 
that it would provide a 
reliable energy supply, 
with a minimum impact 
on the environment, at the 
lowest possible cost.” The 
NSTAR/Eversource proj-
ect proposes a $64 million 
expansion of the substa-
tions and Blandford is one. 
According to the petition 
filed with the EFSB June 
24 the size of the substation 
would be doubled. Later in 
the meeting Jackie Coury 
said she would like to have 
them (Eversource) come in 
and “help me understand 
why you’re expanding this 
quickly now.”

Water Department
The  boa rd  aga in 

me t  wi th  the  Wate r 
Commissioners who will 
develop a job description 
for a full-time water super-
intendent and discuss this 
with the board later this 
month. Fire hydrant invoic-
es have been processed. 
The board approved Steve 
Grondin as Interim Water 
Superintendent.

The Water Department 
will replace the pavement 
for the Kana’s driveway. 
Water Commissioner Brad 
Curry told the board, “…
we looked at it and it was 
small enough and short 
enough that I think it’s bet-
ter than trying to patch it. I 
think the best thing we can 
do is just replace (the drive-
way).”

Highway
H i g h w a y 

S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  R a y 
Hultay reported on the 
work accomplished by 
the department, paving, 
helping with the water 
main repair on Russell 
Stage Road, maintenance 
goals, equipment list-
ing with values and the 
upcoming August safe-
ty class for area highway 
departments which, he 
said, include Washington 
and Hampden. Having the 
class in Blandford saved 
his department the $400 
for the department to par-
ticipate.

He anticipates Russell 
Road repair using Chapter 
90 funds to help eliminate 
“sheets of ice.”

Hultay shared with 
the board a 2022 listing of 
area highway department 
wage scales “and we’re not 
even touching” what other 
towns paid then. “They 
were exceeding our pay 
(then) that we’re getting 
right now,” he said.

The department truck 
that Rene Senecal had the 
use of has been returned. 
June 30 was Senecal’s last 
day and the board thanked 
him for his assistance.

Other business
Hultay also report-

ed repairs his depart-
ment made on one of the 
Transfer Station dump-
sters.

The board acknowl-
edged resignation letters 
from the Planning Board 
and Board of assessors 
from Paul Martin. 

The board will review 
and discuss the town’s 
Personnel Policy only a 
few sections at a time at 
upcoming meetings.

The board will meet 
with the existing members 
of the Planning Board to 
appoint another member 
until the next town elec-
tion in June 2026. Richard 
Meczywor has expressed 
interest in this position.

The CEB just mailed 
out cards to residents voic-
ing opposition to Battery 
Energy Storage System 
installations.

MEETING                                     from page 1

Mary Hall

A worker walks the plywood section across the roof.		  Turley photos by Mary Kronholm

Metal roofing is shown in the installation process. Sections of metal roofing are hoisted mechanically. 

White church gets new roof
BLANDFORD – The 

Historical Society received a 
grant to replace the roof on 
The White Church. 

The work started just 
before the holiday weekend 
as the old roof was removed 
and the new underlying ply-
wood and water sealant were 
put in place. The plywood 
was shunted to workers on 
the roof via a special lift that 
carried the large pieces to 
the top. From there, workers 
nimbly carted it to its loca-
tion.

Installation of the red 
metal roofing came next. 
Cont rac tor  U.S .  Meta l 
Roofing out of Holyoke put 
the long roof sections in 
place.
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MIDDLEFIELD

M I D D L E F I E L D 
PUBLIC LIBRARY – The 
Middlefield Public Library 
hosts Freedom to Read 70s 
Sit In on Wednesday, July 
16 from 5-7 p.m.

Participants will dis-
cuss and shre thought about 

the top 100 books that have 
been challenged. They will 
play banned book Bingo 
and enjoy snacks  and 
prizes. People will stand 
together for the right to 
read freely. They may bor-
row a challenged/banned 

book. These include time-
less classics to contempo-
rary reads, these stories 
have sparked important 
conversations and champi-
oned diverse perspectives. 
People may wear their 
“hippy “ outfit to this event.

Library presents ‘Freedom to Read’

RUSSELL

MONTGOMERY

RUSSELL – Hours for 
the Russell Public Library, 
162 Main St., are Monday, 
Wednesday and Fr iday 
from 3-7 p.m.; Tuesday and 
Thursday from 10 a.m.-2 
p.m.

The l ibrary will  be 
closed on Saturdays now 
through Sunday, Aug. 31.

On Tuesday, July 15 
there will be a Parade of 
Community Helpers from 
1-2 p.m.. This is a chance to 
meet the people who help to 
keep the community safe in 
Russell. People can check 
out their equipment and learn 
how they can help.

On Tuesday, July 22 
from 11 a.m.-noon the Bruins 
Mascot Blades will cele-
brate Summer Reading at the 
Russell Public Library. The 
Boston Bruins have teamed 
up with libraries across the 
Commonwealth to encour-
age children and teens to 
keep reading over the sum-
mer. Russell Public Library is 
one of just 12 public libraries 

selected to receive a special 
summer reading visit from 
Bruins mascot Blades.

Blades will join readers 
for a story, some game day 
fun and crafts. Participants 
can design and make their 
own Bruins fan button, take 
pictures at the ice rink photo 
station and more. A spe-
cial library poster featur-
ing Bruins player Jeremey 
Swayman will also be avail-
able. 

Summer reading is one 
of the best ways to help chil-
dren and teens avoid “the 
summer slide”

and mainta in  read-
ing skills they’ve learned 
over the academic year. 
It also helps them grow 
the ski l ls  required for 
their next year in school. 
This Statewide Summer 
Library Program is spon-
sored by your local library, 
the Massachusetts Board 
of Library Commissioners, 
the Massachusetts Library 
System and the Boston 

Bruins.
The Russel l  Publ ic 

Library invites all hilltown 
residents to join them for 
this special event. People 
may register by email rpldi-
rector162@gmail.com, call 
413-862-6221 and leave a 
message or come in and sign 
up at the library by Monday, 
July 14.  

On Tuesday, July 29 
exploring Main Street takes 
place from 1-2:30 p.m. 
Participants will walk along 
Russell’s Main Street stop-
ping along the way to learn 
who the people are that make 
the town work.

Tweens and Teens are 
invited to Game Night every 
Friday. All games and snacks 
will be provided, participants 
are welcome to join any-
time during library hours on 
Friday from 3-7 p.m.

Adults are invited to par-
ticipate in the monthly Book 
Club on Tuesday, Aug. 12 
from 6-8 p.m. The book will 
be “Heartwood.”

Russell Public Library lists events

By Wendy Long
Correspondent

M O N T G O M E R Y 
– The stage will be dark 
o n  T h u r s d a y,  J u l y  3 
for  Independence  Day 
Observances, but the rest of 
the July calendar will be full.

 Headlining this month 
will be Doug Pi and Friends, 
Jerry and Kara Noble, Ellen 
Redman and Last Night’s 
Fun and Larry Southard. 
Performances run every 
Thursday from 3-4:30 p.m. at 
Montgomery Town Hall, 161 
Main Road. On July 10, sing-
er songwriter Doug Pi will 
open the month with surprise 
guests. A driving rock/country 
guitarist, well known for his 
deep signature voice, he has 
performed recently with Doug 
Pi and the Harmonics at the 
O’s in Sunderland, Fishtails 
in Hatfield and Papa Bob’s in 
Becket. 

Husband and wife team 
Jerry and Kara Noble take the 
stage on July 17. Jerry is a 
well-known pianist, guitarist 
and composer; his wife Kara 
joins him on bass. They are 
known for great music and 
stories across the decades. 
Ten years ago, they formed 
the Bob Sparkman (clarinet-
ist) Trio and released the CD 
“Tunes in the Key of Three” 
in 2018. Currently, the couple 
manages their company Artist 
Tec, which supports creative 
people in sharing their art 

through the use of technolo-
gy. In describing their perfor-
mances, the Nobles say, “We 
are the people our parents 
warned us about.”

Stop by for something 
different on July 24 as Ellen 
Redman and Last Night’s 
Fun perform Irish Music. The 
trio includes Sean Burke and 
David Clopp and they’ll play 
tunes from the Emerald Isle. 
Redman will cover Irish flute, 
whistles and concertina with 
the others on mandolin, Irish 
Bouzouki, guitar and vocals. 
The trio performs through-
out the area and is a favorite 
with the Springfield Chamber 
Players. Individually, band 
members also play with Irish 
bands Banish Misfortune, 
Black Sheep, and Spancil 
Hill. When she’s not lead-
ing this Celtic trio, Redman 

plays flute and piccolo with 
the Springfield Symphony 
Orchestra.

Rounding out the month 
will be Larry Southard on July 
31. Word has it that singer/gui-
tarist Larry Southard has been 
a regular featured perform-
er at this summer’s Farmers 
Market in Otis. He also per-
forms with Papa and Friends, 
a rock-country-folk band 
who include Lesley Friedman 
Rosenthal (violin, harmony), 
Terry AlaBery (Terrance Hall 
on drums), Mike Patoniac 
(bass and harmonica), and 
Andy Gordon (pedal steel and 
banjo). A favorite at Music 
in Montgomery, Southard 
can also be seen as a soloist 
or with the full band around 
Western Mass, including the 
Hilltown Memory Cafe, Papa 
Bob’s, and the Knox Trail Inn.

This series is co-hosted 
by the Montgomery Public 
Library and the Gray Catbird 
Pottery Studio. Attendees 
are invited to bring baked 
goods to share. Donations are 
accepted for the refreshments, 
with money split between 
the Montgomery Volunteer 
Firemen’s Association and the 
Town Library. Donations are 
also accepted to tip and thank 
the fabulous musicians who 
perform each week. This event 
is open to all who are inter-
ested.

For more information, 
people may call Dale Rogers 
at 413-875-5205.

Music in Montgomery offers weekly concerts

Music in Montgomery	
Submitted photo

C H E S T E R  –  T h e 
Summer Reading Program 
is off to a great start at 
Hamilton Memorial Library, 
195 West Main St.

Lego with Tayo and 
ukulele lessons are at full 
capacity. Astronomy Week 
is the next Level Up at the 
library theme and includes 

the Sci-Fi Book Club for 
middle schoolers and adults. 
Middle schoolers will meet 
at 3 p.m. to discuss: “Ruby 
Finley vs. the Interstellar 
Invasion” by K. Tempest 
Bradford and the adults will 
meet at 4:30 p.m. to discuss, 
“The Midnight Library” 
by Matt Haig.  Extra cop-

ies of both books are avail-
able to check out prior and 
snacks will be provided. 
On Thursday, July 17 at 11 
a.m., there will be a special 
space-themed story time. 
The library will be closed 
on Saturday, Aug.2. People 
may visit at chester.cwmars.
org.

CHESTER

These children enjoy ukulele lessons at the Hamilton Memorial Library in Chester.
Submitted photo

SOUTH WORTHINGTON

South Worthington On 
Sunday, July 20 at 4 p.m. 
the Sevenars Concert Hall, 
known as The Academy, 
15South Ireland Street, just 
off Route 112, present the 
Sullivan String Quartet.

This concert brings 
together four musicians 
in a beautiful program of 
Haydn (Op. 76, No. 5), 
Dvorak’s Cypresses (based 
on Moravian poetry to be 
shared with the audience) 
and Ravel’s stunning String 
Quartet.  First  violinist 
Laura Jean Goldberg (as 
founding member of the 
Cassatt Quartet) has been 
a prizewinner at Banff, 
Coleman, and Fischoff 
competitions, has held res-
idencies at Juilliard, Yale, 
Tanglewood, Caramoor,and 
performed international-

ly. Violinist Anat Malkin 
has toured internationally 
since age ten, playing her 
Carnegie Hall debut at age 
sixteen. She has soloed 
with orchestras worldwide 
and taught at international 
music festivals. 

Violist Liuh-Wen Ting 
has been featured in festi-
vals from Prague to Havana, 
premiered and recorded 
chamber and solo works 
for Naxos, Mode, Capstone 
and Albany, and others, as 
well as performing regular-
ly with the Orchestra of St. 
Luke’s and other ensembles. 
Cellist Robert La Rue was 
First Prize Winner of the 
National Society of Arts and 
Letters Cello Competition, 
whose jury chairman was 
Mstislav Rostropovich, 
and has recorded for Arsis 

Audio and North Branch 
Records. 

This program contin-
ues the Sevenars tribute to 
Maurice Ravel, on the occa-
sion of the 150th anniversa-
ry of his birth.

Admission is free, but 
donations are welcomed at 
the door (suggested $20). 
Refreshments will be served

This 2025 season is 
made possible by generous 
individual donors, the vol-
unteer efforts of Sevenars 
Directors, and by the LCC’s 
(Local Cultural Councils) of 
the following towns:  

Amhers t ,   Becket , 
Blandford, Chesterfield, 
Goshen, Huntington, Lee, 
Middlefield, Montgomery, 
Russel l ,  Westhampton, 
West  Spr ingfie ld ,  and 
Worthington. 

Sevenars Concert Hall presents 
The Sullivan String Quartet

WESTHAMPTON

WESTHAMPTON – On 
Saturday June 28, library lov-
ers from Westhampton and 
many other towns gathered on 
the back lawn at Westhampton 
Public Library to break a 
world record. 

Each participant came 
equipped with a book and a 
lawn chair. They were there to 
celebrate books, libraries and 
literacy as part of “Lounging 
for Literacy 2: The World’s 
Largest Gathering of People 
Reading in Lawn Chairs.”

The fi rs t  Lounging 
for Literacy was held in 
2007 as a fundraiser for the 
yet to be built new library. 
Westhampton had received 
a $1.064 million grant from 
the Massachusetts Board of 
Library Commissioners. The 
town of Westhampton was 
then charged with coming up 
with the remaining matching 
funds to build the new library. 
For a community of roughly 
1,600 people this was no small 
task. Local residents banded 
together and got creative.

Lounging for Literacy 
was one of several fundraisers 
to raise awareness and support 

for the new library project. The 
event was a hit, drawing 287 
participants and creating a new 
world record category. Laurie 
Sanders, a local resident who 
came up with the idea with 
the help of her husband Fred 
Morrison, hoped that the event 
would go national and inspire 
other libraries to try to smash 
their record.

Lounging for Literacy 
“2” returned in honor of the 
new library’s 15th anniversary. 
In addition to the quintessen-
tial summer activity of read-
ing while lounging outdoors, 
the event included book sign-
ings and activities with local 
authors: Jim Armenti, Phaea 
Crede, Tzivia Gover and pho-
tographer Dave Madeloni. 

There were fun activities 
for children like lawn flamingo 
decorating and bookmark and 
zine making. Over 240 people 
attended and even though they 
didn’t break their previous 
record, a good time was had 
by all ages. It felt like a fitting 
way to celebrate the 15th year 
of a library that has become 
the beating heart of the town 
of Westhampton.

Lounging for Literacy 2 attempts to break 2007 record, but falls short

A large group of people gathered at the Westhampton Public Library ot participate in “Lounging for Literacy 2: The World’s Largest 
Gathering of People Reading in Lawn Chairs.” Submitted photo

Library announces events
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OTIS

GOSHEN

OTIS – The annual Otis 
Library and Country Fair 
on Saturday, July 5 from 10 
a.m.-3 p.m. supported the 
library’s needs and program-
ming.

He ld  on  t he  Town 

Hall Green, the event fea-
tured craft booths, Tony’s 
Italian food, a bake sale, 
raffles, children’s activ-
ities, Copsicle truck, book 
and puzzle sale, jewelry and 
more.

OTIS – The Council on 
Aging All You Can Eat for 
$10 barbecue is Wednesday, 
July16 at noon at the COA 
at Town Hall. 

Sarah the Fiddler will 
perform. Director Karen 
Yvon said, “Everyone has 
such a good time, not just 
eat ing,but  visi t ing with 

f r i ends  and  ne ighbors , 
too.” If anyone has not yet 
signed up, they may call 
the COA at 413-269-0100 
extensiom 5. Payment must 
be received no later than 
Monday, July 14 during reg-
ular COA hours at the town 
hall on Monday from 10 
a.m.-2 p.m.

Council on Aging 
to hold barbecue

This is an overview of  the annual Otis Library and Country Fair  held on July 5.	 Turley photo by Mary Kronholm

GOSHEN – The above 
photos are artifacts found 
at the Williams Boltwood 
House, 2 Williams Drive.

Any readers able to iden-
tify these objects should email 
countryjournal@turley.com.

The Williams Boltwood 
Project, 2 Williams Drive, 
will hold a 1920s Garden 
Party and Speakeasy on 
Sunday, July 20 from 2-5 
p.m. Rain date is Sunday, July 
27. 

There will be live jazz 
music by The Lark Jazz Trio, 
lawn and board games from 
the 1920s, mocktails in the 
Speakeasy and even a trea-
sure hunt. Costumes are 
encouraged. This is fund-

ed by the Goshen Cultural 
Council, a local agency of 
the Massachusetts Cultural 
Council. For more informa-
tion, people may visit www.
wi l l i amsbo l twood .com/
events.

What is it?

FOOD TRUCK MAKES 
STOP IN OTIS

A food truck was in Otis 
Tuesday afternoon, July 2 
from 4-6 p.m. adjacent to 
St. Mary of the Lakes on 
North Main Street. Offerings 
include mac and cheese 
and a variety of pulled-pork 
options. The food truck will 
be at the same place later 
this month.

Photo by Kronholm

What is it? Readers that can identify any of these objects may send their answers to countryjourna@turley.com. Thses artifacts were 
found at the Williams Boltwood House. Turley Photos by Deborah Daniels

Country Fair 
supports library

HOLYOKE

HOLYOKE – An elec-
tric bicycle’s battery pack 
exploded in a Holyoke 
apartment this weekend, 
injuring one person and dis-
placing several residents, 
said Holyoke Fire Chief 
John Kadlewicz and State 
Fire Marshal Jon Davine.

“The lithium-ion bat-
teries that power e-bikes 
and many other devices 
have caused serious fires 
when abused, overcharged, 
overheated or defective,” 
said Chief  Kadlewicz. 
“Please store, charge and 
dispose of them safely. 
And if you’ve got a larger 
device like a bike or scoot-
er, it’s especially important 
to store it outside if possi-
ble. If people must store it 
indoors, keep it away from 
doors, windows and stair-
ways. These are your way 
out in an emergency and the 
way in for firefighters com-
ing to help.”

Chief Kadlewicz and 
State Fire Marshal Davine 
offered these safety tips:

Choose devices that 
are listed by an independent 
testing laboratory like UL 
or Intertek/ETL. Look for 
the lab’s mark on the pack-
aging and device. 

Be sure  you have 
working smoke alarms on 
every level of your home. 

Read and follow the 
manufacturer’s storage 
instructions. 

Store lithium-ion bat-
teries and the devices they 
power at room temperature 
whenever possible. Don’t 
leave them in a hot car, in 
direct sunlight or in freez-
ing temperatures. 

 Read and follow the 
manufacturer’s charging 
instructions. 

Always use the bat-
tery, cord and power adapt-
er made specifically for the 
device. Aftermarket and 
generic accessories have 
been linked to serious fires. 

Plug the charger direct-
ly into a wall outlet, not an 

extension cord or power 
strip. 

Don’t leave a charging 
d e v i c e  u n a t t e n d e d . 
Disconnect the charger 
from the outlet when the 
device is fully charged. 

Charge devices on a 
hard stable surface such as 
a table, not a couch, bed, or 
pillow. 

Read and follow the 
manufacturer’s instructions 
for use. 

Discontinue use if the 
battery is damaged, if you 
notice an unusual odor, a 
change in color or shape, 
leaking or odd noises. If 
you can do so safely, move 
the device away from any-
thing that can burn and call 
9-1-1. 

Don’t discard li th-
ium-ion batteries in the 
trash. Recycling is the best 
option.  

You can find a recy-
cling location at www.call-
2recycle.org/locator. 

The  Holyoke  F i re 
Department was notified 
of a fire at 16 West Court 
St., on March 9 at 4:30 
a.m. On arrival, firefight-
ers observed heavy smoke 
coming from the middle 
of the two-story town-
house-s ty le  apar tment 
building. All occupants 
were able to escape, but one 
was seriously injured and 
transported first to Baystate 
Medical Center and then 
Massachusetts  General 
Hospital. Holyoke Fire 
Department fire investiga-
tors determined that the fire 
began with the lithium-ion 
battery pack in an electric 
bicycle and that the owner 
was attempting to carry it 
outside when it exploded. 

State Fire Marshal 
Davine said that the inci-
dent was one of more than 
170 fires linked to lithi-
um-ion batteries since late 
2023, when the Department 
of Fire Services launched a 
new tool for reporting these 
events.  

E-Bike fire prompts 
lithium-ion battery 
safety reminder
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WORTHINGTON

WORTHINGTON – 
The Worthington Library 
lists summer hours effective 

July 3.
Expanded hours are 

Tuesdays from 3-7 p.m., 

Thursdays form 10 a.m.-6 
p.m. ad Saturdays from 10 
a.m.- 4 p.m.

Library lists summer hours

This roadside stand in Worthington sells bakery items and acts on the honor system.
Turley Publications photo by Deborah Daniels

ROADSIDE STAND WORKS ON THE HONOR SYSTEM

NORTHAMPTON

By Mary Kronholm
Correspondent

NORTHAMPTON – 
Chairman and chief organiz-
er of the Annual Glasgow 
Lands Scottish Festival Peter 
Langmore announced the 
lineup of activities for the 
July 19 event. 

The festival will be 
again held at Look Park at 
300 North Main St., rain or 
shine.

This is the second larg-
est Scottish Festival in New 
England, and the only one in 
Massachusetts.

This year the festi-
val will host the first ever 
Eastern United States Pipe 
Band Association  Northeast 
Branch Amateur Drumming 
championships. 

Opening ceremonies 
begin at 11:30 a.ma with 
Sabr ina  Asheim repre -
senting the Doug Flutie, 
Jr. Foundation singing the 
National  Anthem; Julie 
MacNayr Pike will sing 
Flower of Scotland and 
Waking Finnegan will per-
form Scotland the Brave and 
Oh Canada with violin and 
bagpipe. 

T h e  M a s s a c h u s e t t s 
Historical Swordsmanship 
will perform fencing demon-
strations. Celtic music will 
be featured in the Ceilidh 
tent from 9:45 a.m.-8:30 p.m.  
This year featured artists 

include The Devil’s Brigade, 
Albannach and Waking 
Finnegan. 

Local micro-brews will 
be available the Celtic Pub. 

For the second year there 
will be Whisky Tasting with 
local spirits retailers.

All the usual features 
of Glasgow Lands Festival 
include Celtic Dancers, 
Highland pipers and drum-
mers, a clan parade, sheep 
herding, Scottish dogs and 
other animals, wool spinners 
and weavers and traditional 
Scottish games. The Pioneer 
Valley Harpers’ Guild will 
play Celtic harp music and 
clans and genealogists will 
be there to assist in family 
heritage. 

Scottish treats include 
scones, shortbread, birdies or 
hand-held Scottish meat pies. 

The festival is a 501(c)
(3) non-profit corporation. 
All festival; proceeds will 
benefit the River Valley 
Counselling Center and the 
Forum House.

For more information 
see the festival website, 
people may visit at www.
glasgowlands.org or call 413-
862-8095 or 413-862-4539. 
There will be over 30 bands 
and 600-700 pipers/drum-
mers. Honored guest are 
state Representative Lindsay 
Sabadosa, 1st Hampshire 
District and Mayor Gina-
Louise Sciarra,  ci ty of 
Northampton. The Saving 
Scottish Wildcats and the 
Doug Flutie Jr. Foundation 
for Autism will also be at the 
festival.

Annual Glasgow Lands Scottish 
Festival announces schedule

PITTSFIELD

PITTSFIELD – The 
St. Joseph’s Polish Picnic 
returns to the grounds of St. 
Joseph’s Church, 414 North 
Street on Sunday, July 20, 
continuing a 60-year tradi-
tion. 

The Polish Picnic is 
one of the last ethnic fes-
tivals in the Berkshires 
and the event is expected 
to draw several thousand 
people. The picnic has free 
admission and is open to the 

public.
A highlight of the 

Polish Picnic is the home-
made Polish food prepared 
by St. Joseph’s parishioners. 
The food includes Pierogi, 
Kapusta, Golumbki and 
Kielbasa. American food 
and adult beverages will 
also be available for pur-
chase.

Entertainment, con-
sisting of Polish music, 
will once again be provid-

ed by the popular Eddie 
Forman Orchestra begin-
ning at 1 p.m. People may 
bring a lawn chair to relax 
and enjoy the music or get 
up and dance a polka. An 
outdoor Polish Mass will 
kick off the festivities at 
11 a.m. The Polish Picnic 
will be from noon-5 p.m. 
KiddyLand will provide 
games and activities for 
children. Raffles will also 
be available for adults.

St. Jospeh’s Polish Picnic returns

Peter Langmore is shown in 
tartan. File photo

PITTSFIELD – Café 
Palestina presents a screen-
ing of the 2019 film, “Gaza” 
on Wednesday, July 16 from 
6:30-8:30pm at the Unitarian 
Universalist Church of 

Pittsfield 175 Wendell 
Avenue.

Offering a view of Gaza 
before Oct. 7. Admission 
is free. Light refreshments 
and informal discussion will 

follow. This film screen-
ing is co-presented by 
Berkshires in Solidarity with 
Palestine and the Unitarian 
Universalist Church of 
Pittsfield.

Film ‘Gaza’ to be shown July 16

STOCKBRIDGE

S T O C K B R I D G E 
–  Berkshire Art  Center 
announces the appointment 
of two dynamic members 
to its Board of Directors: 
Emmy Award-winning edi-
tor Gideon Brown and cre-
ative strategist Angela Hall. 

Their diverse talents 
and deep commitment to 
the transformative power of 
the arts make them invalu-
able additions to the orga-
nization at this pivotal time. 
As Berkshire Art Center 
embarks on a new chap-

ter-developing innovative 
initiatives and a three-year 
strategic plan Brown and 
Hall join a dedicated team 
working to meet the urgency 
of this moment. In a time 
marked by social tension 
and disconnection, the role 

of the arts in fostering com-
munity, self-expression, and 
well-being has never been 
more essential.

Gideon Brown, a long-
t ime media profession-
al, brings over 25 years of 
experience in television 
editing, having worked with 
major networks including 
CBS, HBO, Showtime and 
NBC. A graduate of Fiorello 
LaGuardia High School, 
Stony Brook University, and 
City College of New York 
(MFA, Film and Media 
Arts), Brown now lives in 
Great Barrington with his 
family. He has deep creative 
roots his grandfather was a 
Berkshire artist-align with 
the Center’s mission of con-
necting art with community.

Angela Hall joins the 
board with a wealth of expe-
rience in creative market-

ing, branding and innova-
tion. As the founder of All 
Things Creative, she advis-
es nonprofits and entrepre-
neurs in the arts, wellness 
and lifestyle sectors. Hall 
also teaches branding at 
Marist College, drawing on 
her diverse background in 
design, organizational devel-
opment and storytelling to 
empower emerging cre-
atives.

“We are thrilled to wel-
come Gideon and Angela,” 
said Mike Zippel, Board 
Chair.  “Their expertise, 
energy, and passion for the 
arts will be invaluable as 
we continue to expand our 
board’s capacity and deepen 
Berkshire Art Center’s rele-
vance and impact across the 
region.”

“At a time when the 
arts are playing an increas-

ingly vital role in personal 
well-being and community 
connection, we’re honored 
to welcome Gideon and 
Angela to our board,” said 
Laura Thompson, Executive 
Director. “Their creative 
insight and commitment to 
meaningful engagement will 
be instrumental as we shape 
new programs and strate-
gies that respond to both the 
needs and the potential of 
this moment.”

Berkshire Art Center 
is a nonprofit community 
art center with a mission to 
make art accessible to all 
through hands-on learning, 
collaboration and commu-
nity engagement. With loca-
tions in Stockbridge and 
Pittsfield, BAC offers year-
round classes, workshops 
and events for youth and 
adults.

Berkshire Art Center welcomes two new board members

FIVE ISLANDS
Georgetown, Maine
2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom

Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

• Walk to Five Islands Wharf and 
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
• Close to Reid State Park

$1200/week
207-607-9333

News, photo publication policy
As a community newspaper our focus has always been local news. While we 

try very hard to run upcoming events as a public service whenever space allows, 
space does not allow us to run an upcoming event repeatedly. Our policy is to 
limit publication of upcoming events to one article in advance of the event and, 
space permitting, a second brief reminder article the week prior to an event, and 
to run those articles in only one section of the paper, and not in multiple sections 
simultaneously.

All such public service announcements and photos are subject to space 
limitations and deadlines, therefore publication cannot be guaranteed. Whenever 
copy for the week exceeds allotted space, news copy will take priority, and public 
service copy is the first area to be cut. We also reserve the right to edit for style and 
space, and are under no obligation to print lists of sponsorships, or articles that arrive 
after deadline, unless time and space allows. 

Deadline is Friday at NOON.

Subscribe tothe Country Journal online at countryjournal.turley.com
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SCHOOLS & YOUTH

WESTHAMPTON – 
Hampshire Regional Middle 
High School, 19 Stage Road, 
announce the fourth quarter 
honor roll. 

Seventh grade 
academic excellence
Seventh grade students 

making academic excellence 
are Ava Boissonneault, Max 
Bonham, Ryder Cefalo, 
James Clemeno,  Sunali 
Driver, Stephen Estelle, 
Caleb Falkowski,  Aolfe 
Farrell, Kellan Flynn, Joseph 
Gagne, Lorelei Gilman, Anna 
Huard, Corbin Limatainen, 
Aurora Loud, Isabells Masi, 
Tyler Menard, Samantha 
Moreau, Camilo Ocampo, 
Scarlet Parent, Gianluca 
Pica-Smith, Claire Pickard, 
Madison Rida, Madeline 
Soares, Ashtyn St. Martin, 
Thomas Sullivan, Phoebe 

Todd, Cyrus Tomsovic, Lucy 
Trombley, Addyson White 
and Eli Willard.

Seventh grade 
academic achievement

Seventh grade students 
making academic achieve-
ment are Emila Berrena, 
Qu inn  Bo nh am,  R i l ey 
Bresnahan, Ivy Cardoza, 
Coleton Duda, Charlotte 
D u n n ,  J a m e s  F a r r a r , 
Jacoby Hodges, Aubrielle 
Jarnett, Sienna Kalmakis, 
Abrham Kellogg, Summer 
Kohl, Dorothy Li, Lukas 
Manley, Molly McColgan, 
Samuel  Monet te ,  Noah 
Moran, Mariah Pacinella, 
Olivia Pignatare, Payson 
Qackenbush, Lily Robak, 
Emily Sampson, Georgia 
Sugrue, Andrew Theroux, 
Colm Wilson and Bradley 
Woods

Eighth grade 
academic excellence
Eighth grade students 

making academic excellence 
are Elizabeth Barry, Elaina 
Bigda, Samantha Black, 
Gabriela Dybacki, Talya 
Eiseman, Trinty Fellows, 
Jackson Galenski, Aiden 
Goyette, Willow Gutermuth, 
Madison Johnson, Natalie 
Labrie, Anna MacLachlan, 
Felicty Mangeanelli, Noa 
Nabut, Teagan Noel, Damian 
Pasiut, Abigal Phelan, Shane 
Radon, Maeve Reynolds, 
Karol ina  Robak,  Hazel 
Scu l ly -Henry,  Add i son 
Thomas, Saide Wasiuk, Ava 
Westcott, Jack White and 
Tarlo Zerbach.

Eight grade 
academic achievement

Eight grade students 
making academic achieve-

ment are Carson Bisbee, 
Gabriel Carrasquillo, Stella 
Cubi, Raquele Denoronha, 
S a b e l l a  D o n a t e l l i , 
J a c q u e l i n e  D u C h a r m e , 
Joceyln Fasol i ,  Isabela 
Fini, Ryan Gravey, Lexie 
Gauger,  Samantha Gay, 
Jaymes Goddard, Hayden 
Johnson, Savannah Judd, 
Saoirse Keane, Margaret 
Kugler, Sophia Lashway, 
Emma McDonald, Colton 
McVeigh, Connor Perkins, 
Katelyn Perry, Mackensie 
P r o v o s t ,  B e n j a m i n 
Raymond,  Kacey Reed, 
Av r i a n n a  R o d r i g u e z , 
Holly Sampson,  Sienna 
Steffenhagen, Emmett Stith, 
Nicholas Theroux, Anna 
Tompkins, Aurelia Tosh, 
Ethan White and Daniele 
Wolf.

Hampshire Regional Middle School 
announces fourth quarter honor roll

Dean College
Franklin

PRESIDENT’S LIST
Raeana Edwards of Westfield

St. Anselm College
Manchester, New Hampshire

Caela Scanlon of Easthampton, education studies 
elementary education major

St. Lawrence University
Canton, New York

Annika Jensen of Westfield, class of 2026 majoring 
in political science and global studies

Salve Regina University
Newport, Rhode Island

DEAN’S LISt
Camille Bruno of Westfield
Daniella Ferreira of Westfield
Delaney Marek of Westhampton
Gianni Soucy of Easthampton
Moira Tirrell of Westfield

Siena College
Loudonville, New York

DEAN’S LIST
Rachel Bonfitto of Westfield 
Kristin Jones of Westfield 

St. Anselm College
Manchester, New Hampshire

Alpha Eta Mu Chapter of Kappa Delta Pi
Caela Scanlon of Easthamption

Town of Chester 
Conservation Commission
Notice of Public Hearing
Monday, July 14, 2025 

4:00 PM – 7:00 PM 
in the COA Room

Pursuant to M.G.L. Chapter 
131, Section 40, the Wetlands 
Protection Act, the Chester Con-
servation Commission will re-
view the following:

A Request for Determina-
tion submitted by Sage Engi-
neering and Contracting, Inc, 
Bryan Balicki, for septic repairs 
to 11 School Street.

A Notice of Intent (WE# 
131-0074) submitted by Tighe & 
Bond for Abbott Hill Road Cul-
vert replacement. 
07/10/2025

Worthington School District
NOTICE OF DESTRUCTION 
OF SPECIAL EDUCATION 

RECORDS 2025
This notification is to inform 

parents/guardians and former 
students at the Worthington 
School District’s intent to de-
stroy the Special Education 
records of students who were 
no longer receiving Special 
Education services as of 2018. 
These records will be destroyed 
in accordance with the state law 
unless the parent/guardian or 
eligible (adult) student notifies 
the School District otherwise by 
SEPTEMBER 1, 2025. Special 
education records collected by 
the Worthington School District 
related to the identification, eval-
uation, educational placement, 

or the provision of Special Ed-
ucation in the district, must be 
maintained under state and fed-
eral laws for a period of seven 
(7) years after special education 
services have ended. Special Ed-
ucation services end when the 
student is no longer eligible for 
services, graduates, moves from 
the district or completes their 
education program at age 22. 
After 7 years, the records are no 
longer useful to the district, but 
they may be useful to parents/
guardians or former students 
in applying for Social Security 
benefits, rehabilitation services, 
college entrance, etc. The par-
ent/guardian or eligible (adult) 
student may request records by 
calling: R. H. Conwell Elemen-
tary School at 413-238-5856 or 
emailing Emily Lak at elak@rh-
conwell.org 
07/03, 07/10/2025

LEGAL NOTICE
TOWN OF HUNTINGTON

PLANNING BOARD 
PUBLIC HEARING

The Planning Board (PB) of 
the Town of Huntington will 
hold a public hearing on Mon-
day, July 28, 2025 beginning at 
7:00 pm in Stanton Hall. 

The Public Hearing is sched-
uled for 7:00 pm for the Special 
Permit Application of Rene Gon-
zalez representing T-Mobile from 
10 Church Circle, Annapolis, MD 
21401, to install equipment cab-
inets and a generator on a 10’ x 
15’ concrete pad inside the exist-
ing compound, and new equip-

ment and mounts on the existing 
Telecommunications Tower at 
19 Basket Street, Parcel Number 
H2-4-0. 

This Special Permit Applica-
tion will be available to view by 
appointment in the office of the 
Selectboard during regular busi-
ness hours after July 15, as well 
as at the Public Hearing.

PLANNING BOARD 
TOWN OF HUNTINGTON 

07/10, 07/17/2025

LEGAL NOTICE
TOWN OF HUNTINGTON

ZONING BOARD OF 
APPEALS 

PUBLIC HEARINGS
The Zoning Board of Appeals 

(ZBA) of the Town of Hunting-
ton will hold 3 public hearings 
on Monday, July 28, 2025 be-
ginning at 6:00 pm in Stanton 
Hall. 

The first Public Hearing is 
scheduled for 6:00 pm for the 
Special Permit Application of 
Greyson Dice Lyon of 11 Circuit 
Road North, West Yarmouth, MA 
to operate a tattoo shop for select 
clients at property he co-owns at 
25 Allen Coit Road, Huntington, 
Parcels # 508-83-0 & 508-40-0.  

The second Public Hearing is 
scheduled for 6:20 pm for the 
Special Permit Application of 
Charles MacDonald of 46 Samp-
son Road, Huntington, for re-
newal of his Earth Removal Spe-
cial Permit at the same address, 
Parcel Number 506-28-0.	

The third Public Hearing is 
scheduled for 6:40 pm for the 

Special Permit Application of 
Andrea McKittrick of 155 Pis-
gah Road, Huntington, to reopen 
the former Huntington Liquors at 
21 Russell Road, Parcel Number 
H5-24-0.

All Special Permit Applica-
tions will be available to view by 
appointment in the office of the 
Selectboard during regular busi-
ness hours after July 15, as well 
as at the Public Hearings.

See a separate Planning 
Board Public Hearing Notice 
for a Public Hearing the same 
evening for a new telecommu-
nications carrier on the exist-
ing 19 Basket Street telecom-
munications tower.	

ZONING BOARD OF 
APPEALS 

TOWN OF HUNTINGTON 
07/10, 07/17/2025

PUBLIC NOTICES

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each adver-
tiser is requested to 
check their advertise-
ment the first time it 
appears. This paper 
will not be responsi-
ble for more than one 
corrected insertion, nor 
will be liable for any er-
ror in an advertisement 
to a greater extent than 
the cost of the space 
occupied by the item 
in the advertisement.

ADVERTISING 

SALES HELP 
WANTED

➤ Do you want to work in your community helping 
local businesses connect with their customers? 

➤ Do you want a career supporting local journalism, 
which tells the unique stories of our communities? 

➤ If so, then join our team! Turley Publications 
is looking for an outgoing, energetic person 
interested in selling advertising for our community 
newspapers. The right candidate will assume an 
established territory with a portfolio of customers.

You must be a self-starter with excellent 
communication and organizational skills. 

Basic computer skills are required. 
Previous print sales experience is preferred 

but we will train the right candidate. 

Turley Publications, a locally owned family 
business, offers a competitive commission 

structure, 401k, and health plan.

Send resume & cover letter to:

Jamie Joslyn
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069
Email:jamie@turley.com

REGION

B O S T O N  –  T h e 
Massachusetts Technology 
C o l l a b o r a t i v e ’ s 
Massachusetts Broadband 
I n s t i t u t e  a n n o u n c e d 
$22,260,701 in grants to 
upgrade internet access for 
15,793 affordable housing 
units across 54 communities 
in Massachusetts. 

M B I  p r ov i d e d  t h e 
a w a r d s  t h r o u g h  t h e 
Residential Retrofit Program, 
an initiative that works 
with housing operators and 
internet service provid-
ers to upgrade broadband 
infrastructure in public and 
affordable housing proper-
ties. The projects will install 
modern fiber-optic cables 
in public and affordable 
housing properties that will 
increase residents’ access 
to high-quality, reliable and 
affordable broadband service. 

“Massachusetts is lead-
ing the nation in its efforts 
to improve internet access 
and adoption statewide,” 
said Massachusetts Interim 
Economic Development 

Secretary Ashley Stolba. 
“The Residential Retrofit 
Program is a key component 
of our strategy to upgrade 
broadband infrastructure 
statewide and will expand 
economic opportunity to res-
idents by enabling them to 
access essential online tools.” 

“ T h e  R e s i d e n t i a l 
Retrofi t  Program is  an 
ambitious effort to revamp 
decades-old wiring affect-
ing low-income families 
and we’re already seeing 
how much of an impact this 
work has had,” said MBI 
Director Michael Baldino. 
“This round of Residential 
Retrofit Program grantees 
demonstrated a dedication to 
serving affordable housing 
residents and providing them 
with access needed to thrive 
in the digital age.” 

The award announce-
ment is third and largest 
round for the $82 million 
Residential Retrofit Program, 
which engages with housing 
operators and internet ser-
vice providers (ISPs) across 

Massachusetts. So far, the 
program has awarded $16.7 
million in funding, includ-
ing $6.3 million in December 
2024 and $10.4 million in 
March 2025. 

The Residential Retrofit 
Program partners with ISPs 
that are committed to pro-
viding high-speed access at 
an affordable rate for resi-
dents. Beyond infrastructure 
upgrades, the Residential 
Retrofit Program is also 
supporting internet adop-
tion in affordable housing 
through the newly launched 
$8 million Retrofit Ancillary 
Grantee (RANGE) Program. 
The RANGE Program will 
provide grants to housing 
operators that have partici-
pated in previous rounds 
of the Residential Retrofit 
Program. RANGE grants 
will support the adoption of 
the newly retrofitted proper-
ties through digital naviga-
tion, digital literacy, tenant 
coordination and public 
space improvements. 

Funding for both pro-

grams comes from the U.S. 
Treasury’s Capital Projects 
Fund through the American 
Rescue Plan Act. 

Listed below are the pro-
viders and public housing 
operators receiving awards in 
this round of the Program.

 Aervivo Inc. ($20,113,689 
for 15,063 housing units)

A e r v i v o  I n c . ’ s 
C o n n e c t iv i t y  P l a t f o r m 
enables partners to deploy 
fiber-grade hybrid networks 
to small and large commu-
nities across the state. In its 
proposal for the Residential 
Retrofit Program, Aervivo 
Inc. offered income-eligible 
broadband plans of at least 
100Mbps/100Mbps and up to 
1000Mbps/1000Mbps with-
in each property it serves. 
Aervivo will also offer mul-
tiple community benefits 
including devices for resi-
dents, digital literacy classes, 
free Wi-Fi in public areas and 
open access network options. 

Local  grant  rec ip i -
ents are Hearthway Inc. in 

Lee 108 units, Easthampton 
H o u s i n g  A u t h o r i t y  i n 
Easthampton 177 uni ts 
and Northampton Housing 
Authority in Northampton 
117 units. 

Comcast Cable 
Communications 
($1,100,200 for 

485 housing units) 
Comcast operates one of 

the largest fiber networks in 
the nation. In addition to an 
all-fiber backbone, Comcast 
has consistently added and 
expanded fiber throughout 
the portion of its network that 
directly serves customers. 
Comcast offered income-el-
igible broadband plans of 
at least 100Mbps/100Mbps 
for each property it serves. 
Comcast will also provide 
digital literacy or navigation 
and Wi-Fi in public spaces as 
community benefits.

Local grant recipient is 
Hampshire County Regional 
H o u s i n g  A u t h o r i t y  i n 
Huntington 26 units. 

RingSquared APC 
LLC DBA AccessPlus 

($1,046,812 for 245 housing 
units)

RingSquared APC LLC 
(DBA AccessPlus) will pro-
vide its project group with 
high-speed broadband ser-
vice delivered over an end-
to-end fiber network. In 
its proposal, RingSquared 
offered income-el igible 
broadband plans of at least 
500Mbps/500Mbps within 
each property it serves.

L o c a l  r e c i p i e n t  i s 
Pittsfield Housing Authority 
in Pittsfield 245 units. 

O n  M a y  7 ,  M B I 
launched Round IV of the 
Residential Retrofit Program. 
ISPs may now participate in 
this current round, which is 
open through June 10. 

Housing operators inter-
ested in applying to the next 
round of the Program may 
submit an expression of 
interest form by July 31. For 
more information, applicants 
may go to broadband.mass-
tech.org/retrofit. 

Grants fund announced for affordable housing internet upgrades

COLLEGE NOTES

PLEASE REMEMBER TO RECYCLE THIS NEWSPAPER
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FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $225.00
Seasoned cut & split $325.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for outdoor 
boilers (Cheap). Quality & volumes guar-
anteed!! New England Forest Products 

(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central 
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood 
Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titanium Stainless 
Steel.  $2K Tax Credit.  Call (508)882-
0178

MISCELLANEOUS
ELECTRIC MINI BIKE. New 2024 
Greenworks, 60V with two 8.0 oh batteries, 
dual port, 128 lbs. 25 mph max, 20 mi. radi-
us, 90 minute charge, black/green. $1350. 
413-575-6448.

WANTED TO BUY

ANTIQUES AND
 OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks, 
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive, 
fire department, masonic, license 
plates, beer cans, barware, books, 
oil cans, advertising tins,hunting, 
fishing, signs, and more Donald Roy 
(860) 874-8396

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming 
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster 
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates. 
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell 
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging. 
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487.

ELECTRICIAN
LICENSED ELECTRICIAN 

I offer good quality electrical work, no proj-
ect too small. Mini-splits, upgrades, pools, 
trustworthy & dependable. Luis Arroyo 
#20773A. Text or call 413-218-3301.

EXCAVATING
ELIOT STARBARD EXCAVATION 

35+ yrs of happy customers. 
508-882-0140

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENT 
SPECIALIST

Decks, porches, repair service, roofing and 
siding contractor. Tim 413-563-2229. 
Licensed/insured. 35 year construction 
supervisor.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile, 
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding, 
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free 
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

WALKER HOME IMPROVEMENT
Interior and exterior 

Finish carpentry, framing, window & door 
replacement, drywall, painting and decks.  
Competitive pricing. Insured. 

Call Brendan at 413-687-5552.

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub 
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe,  insured. Professional. Please 
call Bob (413)537-5789 (413)538-
7954.

MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING
Weekly Mowing

Landscape design and installation
Paver Patios, Walkways
 For more services visit 

mattguertinlandscaping.com
Call or text 413-266-9975

 Insured - Commercial - Residential

LAWN & GARDEN
*COMPOSTED LOAM* 3/8” screened, 
$40/yd. deliv., 10 yd min.; No additives, fill-
ers or by-products. Local deliv. to Oakham
and surrounding towns only. Eliot Starbard
508-882-0140.

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway 
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt 
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.  
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790. 
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING

Interior only $199.00 for average 12x16 
room. Very neat, references, prompt ser-
vice. Serving Palmer, Barre and surround-
ing area. Call (508)867-2550

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING & 
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations, 
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen & 
Bath remodeling.  30 years experience. 
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505 

PRESSURE 
WASHING

HOT WATER PRESSURE WASHING.
We use brushes and state of the art equip-
ment. We remove grime and mold from 
homes, patios, fences, walkways, all decks, 
concrete & driveways . Senior Discounts. 
For free estimates call Bill (413)519-
9800.

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential 
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove 
them before the wind takes them down. 
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything 
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump 
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and 
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212.

TUNE-UPS

STUMP GRINDING
DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding 
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

SAW Stump Grinding
Call for a Free Estimate, 

Veteran Owned, Fully Insured
WWW.SAWSTUMPGRINDING.COM

413-213-5470

FREE AUSTRAILIAN SHEPHERD 
w/papers, 4 yrs. old. All shots, fixed. Well 
take care of. Great for devoted one person 
household or farm where he can run. Ex-
cellent watchdog. Betty, 413-599-1462.

MINIATURE SCHNAUZER PUP-
PIES, AKC reg. Salt/ Pepper. Vet checked, 
first shot, non shedding. Ready now, $1500. 
413-782-2305

HAMPDEN POLICE DEPARTMENT 
is now accepting applications for a 

FULL-TIME police officer. 
Review of applications begins immediately. 

Visit www.hampdenpolice.com f
or more information. EOE

FOR RENT
4 ROOMS, 2 BEDROOMS, 1.5/baths, 
appliances included. $1500/mo. No utilities. 
1st/last/security. References and proof of 
income required.  Call 413-589-0401.

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not 
knowingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

APT. FOR RENT, OAKHAM. $2000 all 
inclusive. 407-752-1499.

SERVICES SERVICESSERVICES AUTO REAL ESTATE

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Make checks payable to Turley Publications 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  FRIDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTEDJUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.

Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

CHAMELEON 
PAINTING & REMODELING

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

Remodeling & 
Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured • Free Estimates

413-351-1147

A&M TUNE-UPS
Push Lawnmowers, 
Riding Mowers and 

Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home.

STUMP GRINDING
FREE PICKUP OF 

UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT
Call Mike (413) 348-7967

LAWN TRACTOR & MOWER 
TUNE UP & REPAIR

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

All real estate advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status (number of 
children and or pregnancy), national 
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.
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www.newspapers.turley.com

AGAWAM ADVERTISER NEWS
BARRE GAZETTE

COUNTRY JOURNAL
CHICOPEE REGISTER

THE JOURNAL REGISTER
THE LUDLOW REGISTER

QUABOAG CURRENT
THE SENTINEL

THE SUN
WILBRAHAM-HAMPDEN TIMES

TOWN REMINDER
WARE RIVER NEWS 

TurleyPublications

turleynews

Post your 
job openings 

in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS!

Call 
1-413-283-8393

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
MONDAY AT NOONFRIDAY AT NOON

Find archives of this local newspaper at www.newspapers.turley.com
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Yvon Euclid 
Hebert Jr., affec-
tionately known 
as “Ivan,” passed 
away  sudden -
ly on June 25, 
2025. Born on 
Nov.  2 ,  1958, 
in Millinocket, 
M a i n e ,  Y v o n 
lived a life full of 
warmth, laughter, creativity, 
and deep devotion to those he 
loved.

Yvon grew up in west-
ern Massachusetts, where he 
developed lifelong skills from 
heavy equipment operation 
and carpentry to precision 
work as a machinist. Music 
was his soul’s companion; 
a gifted multi-instrumental-
ist, he often shared musical 
moments with family and 
friends.

His love for the outdoors 
brought him cherished adven-
tures with his sons – hiking 
Mount Katahdin in Maine, 
exploring the Grand Canyon’s 
Bright Angel Trail and ventur-
ing through the iconic parks 
of the American West. 

Later in life, 
Yvon moved to 
Phoenix, Arizona 
where he discov-
ered a profound 
love for the desert 
and its tranquil 
beauty. He would 
gaze at the stars 
above the desert 
sky and capture 

their beauty through the lens 
of his camera with the same 
artistry he brought to song-
writing and storytelling.

To his grandchildren, 
he was lovingly known as 
“Baboo,”a playful, silly, and 
joy-filled presence whose 
antics and games never failed 
to inspire laughter. 

Those who knew Yvon 
would all agree: he never met 
a stranger. With a quick smile 
and an infectious laugh, he 
had a way of instantly put-
ting people at ease. Yvon was 
the kind of person who could 
walk into a room full of unfa-
miliar faces and leave with a 
dozen new friends. 

He brought  people 
together with stories, music 

and a natural gift for making 
others feel seen and heard. To 
be around him was to feel joy; 
he was often the life of the 
party, cracking jokes, strum-
ming a guitar or sharing a 
memory that left everyone in 
stitches.

Yvon was preceded 
in death by his father, Yvon 
Euclid Hebert Sr.; his brother, 
Ronald Hebert and his sister, 
Kathy Hebert. He is survived 
by his mother and stepfather, 
Carolyn and Dave Guirlanda; 
his sister Kim Thompson; 
his brother Robert (Ingrid) 
Hebert; his sons Jake (Louise) 
Hebert and Phillip (Caitlin) 
Hebert and his beloved grand-
children, Kennedy, Harrison, 
and Arlo. He also leaves 
behind a host of nieces, neph-
ews and friends whose lives 
were brightened by his pres-
ence.

Cremation services are 
being handled by Chapel 
of the Chimes Mortuary in 
Glendale, Arizona. A gath-
ering to celebrate Yvon’s life 
and share memories will be 
held at a later date.

 CLUES ACROSS
  1. 50 percent
  5. Records electric 

currents 
  8. Charlize Theron 

flick “__ Flux”
 12. More frosty
 14. Disfigure
 15. Sky color
 16. A thoroughfare in a 

town or city
 18. Actress de Armas
 19. Spend time in a 

relaxed way
 20. California peak
 21. Lodging option
 22. Small amount of 

a thing
 23. Expresses sorrow
 26. Keeps an ear 

warm
 30. Babies (Spanish)
 31. A conceited and 

self-centered 
person

 32. No seats available
 33. Pouches

 34. Hip joints
 39. A place to bathe
 42. Evading
 44. Minute, one-celled 

unit
 46. Losing one’s hair
 47. A country in W 

Africa
 49. One point north of 

northeast
 50. Pointed end of a 

pen
 51. Extreme
 56. Norse 

personification of 
old age

 57. Doctors’ group
 58. Member of U.S. 

Navy
 59. Mens’ fashion 

accessories
 60. A way to allow
 61. Gloomy
 62. Grads wear one
 63. Between south 

and southeast
 64. Jaguarundi cat

CLUES DOWN
  1. Snakes do it
  2. Hormone
  3. The standard 

monetary unit of 
Turkey

  4. Fixed charges
  5. Electronic 

communication
  6. Artilleries
  7. “Strangers on a 

Train” actor Farley
  8. Burning
  9. Makes ecstatically 

happy
 10. Greek liqueurs
 11. Tropical Old World 

tree
 13. Someone who 

takes vengeance
 17. Style of cuisine
 24. Select
 25. Immunized against 

disease
 26. Old world, new
 27. Honorable title 

(Turkish)

 28. Court case: __ v. 
Wade

 29. Supervises 
interstate commerce 

 35. Not divisible by two
 36. Twelve
 37. Commentator 

Coulter
 38. Encourage
 40. Plumbing fixtures
 41. Early
 42. One point north of 

due east
 43. King of Thebes
 44. Short-tailed 

martens
 45. Impose a penalty on
 47. Consort of Poseidon
 48. A way to lessen
 49. Brooklyn hoops 

team
 52. Female of a horse
 53. Do as one is told
 54. A way to prepare 

meat
 55. Unit of 

measurement
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THIS WEEK’S HOROSCOPES

NATIONALLY ADVERTISED MERCHANDISE FOR ALL MAKES & MODELSWESTFIELD
AUTO PARTS INC

AUTO PARTS 
& SUPPLIES

WHOLESALE   RETAIL

Dial 568-8944 or 568-1611  FAX # 568-1554

★ Complete Auto Machine Shop Service   ★ Engine Rebuilding Of All Kinds
★ Authorized Caterpillar Hydraulic Hose Dealer   ★ Hydraulic Hoses

Call “DALE”      8-12 BIRGE AVE., WESTFIELD

Now stocking 
Car Quest 

Filters made 
by WIX,

Amalie Oil,
Bailing Twine 

&
Tractor Parts

Fun By The 
Numbers
Like puzzles? 
Then you’ll love 
sudoku. This 
mind-bending 
puzzle will have 
you hooked from 
the moment you 
square off, so 
sharpen your 
pencil and put 
your sudoku 
savvy to the test!

ARIES
Mar 21/Apr 20
Fill your mind with pos-
itive and motivational 
thoughts and you’ll be 
much happier in the long 
run, Aries. It’s easy to fo-
cus on negatives, but a 
change of perspective is 
liberating. 

TAURUS
Apr 21/May 21
It is possible that a lack 
of energy is affecting 
your ability to do the 
things that you normally 
enjoy, Taurus. Figure out 
ways to get more rest so 
you will not lack energy. 

GEMINI
May 22/Jun 21
It seems your social skills 
have been less consis-
tent than in the past, 
Gemini. Do you have a 
reason why you have 
been pulling away from 
others lately? Get back 
on track.

CANCER
Jun 22/Jul 22
Cancer, someone might 
recommend you for a 
leadership position and 
you could be inclined to 
take it. This is something 
that is out of your wheel-
house, but you’ll make 
the most of it.  

LEO
Jul 23/Aug 23
Leo, trusting someone 
else right now is some-
thing you might find 
challenging. It could be 
because you don’t trust 
your instincts. You’ll have 
to find a way around 
these feelings. 

VIRGO
Aug 24/Sept 22
Virgo, you haven’t been 
available for some key 
people, and you’ll find 
they’ve pulled away. You 
may miss their presence, 
but you can mend fences 
if you hope to.

LIBRA
Sept 23/Oct 23
Libra, you have been 
making excuses for 
someone in your life in 
the hopes that the re-
lationship could be sal-
vaged. But the other per-
son must make an effort 
as well.

SCORPIO
Oct 24/Nov 22
Scorpio, you have been 
putting your goals aside 
due to overwhelming 
circumstances and gen-
eral procrastination. Now 
is the time to get things 
back on schedule. 

SAGITTARIUS 
Nov 23/Dec 21
It’s time to engage with 
the activities that you are 
passionate about, Sag-
ittarius. There is never a 
“right” opportunity to get 
things started; you just 
need to take that first 
step. 

CAPRICORN
Dec 22/Jan 20
Someone who under-
stands you may enter 
your life, Capricorn. It 
may feel like you already 
know and understand 
this person, even though 
you have just met.

AQUARIUS
Jan 21/Feb 18
It’s possible that you 
might feel stuck with 
someone in a situation 
that is not to your liking, 
Aquarius. You can be a 
catalyst for change if you 
start taking action.

PISCES
Feb 19/Mar 20
You are about to have a 
eureka moment, Pisces. 
Everything you have 
been fretting about will 
then fall into place. It will 
be some smooth sailing 
afterwards.

Elizabeth A. 
(Betty) Wheeler 
of Dingle Road 
in Worthington, 
passed away at 
home on March 
13, 2025.

Betty lived 
in Worthington 
for more than 60 
years where she 
raised five children and later 
drove school bus for other 
area children.

There will be a grave-
side service on July 26 
at 11 a.m. when her ashes 
will be interred at the Peru 
South Cemetery along 
with those of her beloved 

husband of 60 
years, Cortney. 
After the ser-
vice, friends and 
family are invit-
ed to a gathering 
and sharing of 
memories at the 
Masonic Hall 
at 45 North St., 
Dalton.

In lieu of flowers, 
the family requests that 
donations be made to the 
Worthington Fire & Rescue, 
51 Hunt ington Road, 
Worthington, MA 01098 in 
recognition of their kindness 
and on-going service to the 
Worthington community.

HEBERT, 
YVON “IVAN” EUCLID JR.

Died June 25, 2025
Gathering to celebrate 

Yvon’s life at a later date

WHEELER, ELIZABETH A. “BETTY”
Died March 13, 2025

Graveside service July 26 at 11 a.m. 
at Peru South Cemetery 

Gathering following service at Masonic Hall, 
45 North St., Dalton

DEATH NOTICES

OBITUARIES
Elizabeth A. (Betty) WheelerYvon “Ivan” Euclid Hebert Jr.

Turley Publications offers 
two types of obituaries.

One is a free, brief Death 
Notice listing the name of 

deceased, date of death and 
funeral date and place.

The other is a Paid 
Obituary, costing $225, 
which allows families to 

publish extended death notice 
information of their own 
choice and may include a 

photograph. Death Notices 
& Paid Obituaries should 

be submitted through a 
funeral home to:

obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only 
when the family provides a death 
certificate and must be pre-paid.

Obituary 
Policy
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Phone: 413.320.0889
rentals@hilltownrentals.com

New Address!!
38 Russell Rd. 

Huntington, MA 01050

Come see us!
OPEN HOUSE

July 12 - 8 am - 3 pm

Excavators

Skidloaders

Your Local Source for Equipment Rentals
Serving homeowners, contractors, and farmers with reliable, top-quality

equipment and service.

Forestry
Equipment

 Specialty
Attachments

Scan the QR Code to view full list

Free Burgers & Fries 
10 am - 2 pm

CHESTERFIELD

A young man leads a team of oxen in the annual Fourth of July 
parade in Chesterfield. Turley photos by Deborah Daniels

Chesterfield celebrates the Fourth of July

This float featured a moose. No parade would be complete without an equestrian unit.

FLORENCE – Florence 
Bank recently presented 
the 2025 President’s Award 
to three staff members for 
exceptional service. 

Established in 1995, the 
President’s Award recogniz-
es outstanding performance, 
customer service and over-
all contribution to Florence 
Bank. This year’s award rec-
ognizes Brennan LaFlamme 
of Westfield, an IRA special-
ist in the bank’s main office 
in Florence; Bill Olejarz of 
Longmeadow, an information 
security risk analyst, also in 
the main office and Katherine 
Ravenelle of Southampton, 
teller operations manager in 
West Springfield. Their col-
leagues at the bank nominat-

ed them. 
LaFlamme has six years 

of industry experience and 
has served as a teller supervi-
sor and customer service spe-
cialist. Responsible for main-
taining all IRA accounts and 
keeping up to date on regula-
tions, he provides IRA train-
ings for customers and staff. 
Currently working toward a 
degree in cybersecurity at the 
University of Massachusetts, 
Amherst, LaFlamme is active 
in the community, serv-
ing as a board member for 
the Therapeutic Equestrian 
Center in Holyoke.

With four years in the 
industry, Olejarz assess-
es cybersecurity risk to 
help protect sensitive data 

and systems, reviews ven-
dor security and works with 
departments to support com-
pliance and ensure secu-
rity controls are in place to 
reduce threats. He is skilled 
at third-party risk manage-
ment, regulatory compli-
ance, cybersecurity and risk 

reporting, security awareness 
training and cross-depart-
ment collaboration. He holds 
a master’s degree in cyber-
security management from 
Bay Path University, a bach-
elor’s in business adminis-
tration from Western New 
England University and an 

associate degree in com-
puter information systems 
from Springfield Technical 
Community College.

Ravenelle has 13 years 
of banking experience. She 
manages teller line oper-
ations to ensure quality 
service is provided while 
adhering to policies, pro-
cedures and security. She 
handles customer transac-
tions, account openings and 
account servicing and is 
skilled at customer service as 
well as adapting to different 
markets and customer needs, 
branch operations, fraud pre-
vention and detection.

Matt Garrity, president 
and CEO of Florence Bank, 
said, “We are very proud of 

these three individuals who 
gained notice from their 
peers because they are cour-
teous, hard-working and 
dedicated to their areas of 
expertise. Their contributions 
to Florence Bank allow us to 
provide the superior custom-
er service for which we are 
known.”

Florence Bank is  a 
mutual savings bank char-
tered in 1873. Currently, 
the bank serves the Pioneer 
Valley through 12 full-ser-
vice branch locations in 
Florence,  Northampton, 
Easthampton, Williamsburg, 
A m h e r s t ,  H a d l e y , 
B e l c h e r t ow n ,  G r a n b y, 
Chicopee, West Springfield 
and Springfield.

Florence Bank presents three employees with President’s Awards

Brennan LaFlamme Bill Olejarz Katherine Ravenelle

FLORENCE


