“‘We hold our heads high, despite the price we have paid because freedom is priceless.” — Thurgood Marshall
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BLANDFORD

You “Otter” read summer program

By Mary Kronholm
Correspondent

The first week of Porter
Memorial Library’s Summer
Reading Program, young
patrons learned all about
Acadia National Park in Bar
Harbor, Maine and crafted
unique otters holding every-
thing from babies to clams.

The second week of
summer reading made a
visit to Florida’s Everglades,
another national park. There
kids learned how Marjorie
Stoneman Douglas, who was
originally from Massachusetts,
worked to create and protect
Everglades National Park. The
craft for the Everglades visit
was constructing airboats from
balloons and paper plates.

Coming up are visits to
other National Parks includ-
ing Carlsbad Caverns in New
Mexico, the Badlands of
South Dakota and California’s
Yosemite.

Every week begins with
a fact filled scavenger hunt
about the national park, which
is available until the following
Monday.

“Both parents and children
have been enjoying the expand-
ed space of the new patio
and having lots of fun inside
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Ellie Allard shows her mother otter and baby at the Porter Memorial

Library summer reading program during the first week of the library’s

summer reading program.

Lydia Crossman displays her otter and baby creation at the library

summer reading program.

Turley photos by Mary Kronholm

BLANDFORD

Town Clerk sends
census form reminders

By Mary Kronholm
Correspondent

Town Clerk Doris
Jemiolo last week mailed out
postage paid return cards for
residents, who are registered
voters to complete.

This notice went to
people, who failed to com-
plete the 2023 Street List or
the local census form. Every
year, Blandford asks residents
information on the Annual
Street List form. “This is also
known as the town census,”’
said Jemiolo. The forms are
initially sent out in January

to all residents, who must
in turn list every member of
their household, birthdates,
occupation and cats and dogs.

Failure to respond to the
Annual Street List puts reg-
istered voters on the “inac-
tive voters list,” according to
Jemiolo. If on the inactive
voter list, it is still possible
to vote but identification is
necessary as well as addi-
tional paperwork, which
allows voters to cast a ballot
and be returned to the active
voter list.

CENSUS, page 2

HUNTINGTON

Select Board officiallly appoints
Fieldstad-Booth as new Town Clerk

By Wendy Long
Correspondent

Effective July
1, 2024, Michelle
Fieldstad-Booth
has been official-
ly appointed to the
Town Clerk position
for Fiscal Year 2025.
Booth has been serv-
ing as the Interim
Town Clerk for the
past few months.

Select board Chairman
Edward Renauld and mem-
ber William Hathaway unani-

Michelle
Fieldstad-Booth

mously approved
the appointment.
Selectman Roger
Booth, Fieldstad-
Booth’s husband, did
not attend this meet-
ing.

Until now,
Huntington’s Town
Clerk was an elected
position. The town
successfully went
through several steps
to change it to an
appointed position, made possi-
ble by a vote of approval at the
2023 Annual Town Meeting and

by a ballot vote during the May
2024 election.

There were other candi-
dates for the position, but none
met the qualifications.

Town Clerk responsibili-
ties are numerous and varied,
and include managing elections
including having ballots print-
ed and overseeing the absentee
ballot process; voter registra-
tion; serving as Public Records
Officer as well as Registrar of
Vital Records; overseeing the
town census and issuing official

TOWN CLERK, page 3
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NORTHAMPTON

Forbes Library announces upcoming events and news

NORTHAMPTON - The Forbes
Library, 20 West St., will be closed
on Thursday, July 4 in observance of
Independence Day.

The library will reopen for regular

hours on Friday, July 5 at 10 a.m.
Children are encouraged to join the
summer reading program. They will
track their reading throughout the summ
Readers of all ages can join in the fun

throughout the summer. To get started,
they may pick up a reading tracker at
the Children’s Desk ffor youth or the
Reference Desk for adults. S

Gentle Yoga on the Lawn will be

held Saturday, July 6 rom 10:15-11:15
a.m. Sanctuary yoga instructor Fran
Astino will lead a free gentle flow class

LIBRARY, page 3

Edwards Church makes investment in affordable housing

NORTHAMPTON - Edwards
Church of Northampton has made
a $500,000 investment in Way Finders
“Development Capital Fund” via a low-in-
terest loan, which will provide pre-devel-
opment funding for affordable housing
projects the agency manages throughout
Western Massachusetts.

In 2019, the Edwards Church con-
gregation was surveyed on their prefer-
ences for church support in the commu-
nity. Results indicated that members had
a strong interest in supporting affordable
housing as an alternative investment of the
church’s invested funds.

Its Investment Committee subse-
quently sought out an affordable hous-
ing development partner in which

to invest, and learned that Springfield-
based Way Finders, an affordable hous-
ing organization dedicated to bringing
home stability to people across Western
Massachusetts since 1972, manages its
own Development Capital Fund, which is
open to outside investors.

“The most important way to address
the affordable housing crisis is by build-
ing more homes, which we can do with
adequate funding,” stated Keith Fairey,
Way Finders president and CEO. “Our
pre-development fund is vital because
it covers the large expenses tied to all
the work needed before we put a shovel
in the dirt. This includes architect fees,
site preparation, permitting and due dili-
gence.”

BLANDFORD

Way Finders puts money into the
fund, as do outside investors, including
churches. Edwards Church is now one of
those investors. The $500,000 is a loan to
Way Finders, not a grant or gift. The funds
earn an annual, below-market interest rate;
the funds can be repaid to the church in
six years if the church so chooses.

“Parts of the Edwards Church Vision
Statement proclaim, ‘Knowing that the
road is long,

we choose to walk together’ and
‘Encountering the world’s joys and suffer-
ing, we offer ourselves as instruments of
love and justice,” said Michael McSherry,
Senior Minister. “The church’s investment
in Way Finders is an expression of our
commitment to walk with our neighbors

who face housing insecurity and taking
concrete steps to help build solutions.”

Way Finders has over seven, active,
affordable housing projects current-
ly under development in towns such
as Ambherst, South Hadley, Ludlow,
Springfield, Great Barrington and
Agawam. The agency built and cur-
rently manages Live 155 on Pleasant
St. in Northampton and it manages five
other affordable housing properties in
Northampton, plus many more throughout
Western Massachusetts.

For more information about Edwards
Church, people may visit edwardschurch-
northampton.org.

For more information about Way
Finders, people may visit wayfinders.org.

BECKET
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The Porter Memorial Library children’s area was set up like a camping site, complete with

Turley photos by Mary Kronholm
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as well with the tent play area in the
library,” said Library Director Nicole
Daviau.

It is still possible to participate in
the library’s Summer Reading Program.
There are places open every Tuesday
afternoon from 4-5 p.m. for children

Council on Aging

BLANDFORD - The July arrange-
ments for the Council on Aging have
changed a bit according to Board
Member Joann Martin.

No breakfast is scheduled due to the
July 4th holiday. The Games and Gab
open house is set for Friday, July 12 from
1-4 p.m. in the Council on Aging room
at Town Hall. The annual COA Picnic

CENSUS

entering kindergarten through fifth
grade. Younger siblings are welcome.

For more information, people may
call 413-848-2853 during library hours:
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday
2-6 p.m.; Wednesday 10 a.m.-6 p.m. and
Saturday 10 a.m.-2 p.m.

lists July events

with burgers, dogs, tortellini, potato salad
and homemade baked beans followed
with watermelon and Root Beer Floats
is going to be on Friday, July 26 at noon.
This will also be in the COA room at
Town Hall.

People may call 413-848-4279 and
leave a name and number of people
attending for reservations.

from page 1

Jemiolo also said that if registered
voters “do not vote in two consecutive
federal elections while inactive, they will
no longer be registered to vote and must
register again.

Registered voters who have received
these recent notices must sign and return

it to be removed from the inactive voters
list.

“This is of great importance con-
sidering the upcoming September and
November elections,” she said.

People may call Jemiolo at 413-848-
4279, extension 203 with any questions.

Becket Athenaeum holds
summer reading program

BECKET - This year’s Becket
Athenaeum, 3367 Main St., summer
reading theme is Read, Renew, Repeat
and encourages reading as a restor-
ative method of self-improvement and
self-preservation.

The library has summer reading
programs for all ages. Babies and tod-
dlers (0-3) can play Reading Bingo
with their caregivers to win prizes all
year long (not only during the sum-
mer). Children 4-12 are invited to
Read and Bead; they record their min-
utes spent reading or being read to
and then bring their reading tracker to
the library to turn those minutes into
beads of varying colors, materials and
designs to decorate and personalize
their very own necklace or keychain.

Teens are challenged to step out
of their reading comfort zone and win
prizes by playing Book Bingo. Teen
prizes include gift cards to local ice
cream shops, eco-friendly wireless ear-
buds, water bottles and more. Adults
have a year-long Reading Challenge,
which will conclude at the end of the
year with prizes to local restaurants for
the lucky raffle winners.

To go along with this year’s read-
ing challenges, the Athenaeum is offer-
ing a number of fun summer reading
programs for the whole family. These

Arts Center to host
closing reception

BECKET - The Becket Arts
Center, 7 Brooker Hill Road, will host
a closing reception for Bill Wurtzel’s
exhibition “Fungi Art” on Sunday, July
7 from 2-4 p.m.

Author with his wife, Claire
Wurtzel of the book Foodie Faces,
Waurtzel will present a slide show about
his clever photographs of mushrooms,
beginning at 3 p.m. The event is free
and open to the public.

For more information, people may
visit www.becketartscenter.org.

include: Friday, July 12 at 10 a.m.
Reptiles of the Berkshires with Tom
Tyning for children; Monday, July 29
at 6 p.m. My Yard has Been Invaded
wiith John Burns, a program for adults
about the invasive plants of the area
and how to manage them:

Monday, Aug. 5 at 10 a.m.
Charades: The Game of Life with John
Burns, a natural history “who did it”

program for children and
Saturday, Aug 17 10:30 a.m. A
Summer Reading Celebration: Songs
and Stories for all ages with Parents’
Choice Award-winning Storyteller
Davis Bates

Reading is important for everyone,
but it’s especially important for young
students during extended breaks from
school. Research shows that reading
or being read to)is effective in battling
the summer slide — the learning loss
that children experience when they’re
out of school.

As the local public library, the
Becket Athenaeum is here to help on
their reading journey with children.
People may stop by the library to pick
up their summer reading materials and
visit becketathenaeum.org for more
information and to register for this
year’s programs email info@bwlibrary.
org.

This is one of Bill Wurtzel’s “Fungi Art.”
Photo by Bill Wurtzel
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HUNTINGTON

FLORENCE

Council on Aging to history
of Holyoke’s Mountain Park

HUNTINGTON - The Huntington
Council on Aging is hosting “The
History of Holyoke’s Mountain
Park” presented by Jay Ducharme on
Wednesday, July 17 at 1 p.m. at Stanton

TOWN CLERK

Hall, 26 Russell Road.

All ages are welcome to attend this
free event. People may email coa@hun-
tingtonma.us or call 413-512-5205 for
more information.

from page 1

licenses and permits on behalf of the
town.

In other business, the board
approved the FY’25 Hilltown
Community Ambulance Contract. They
also extended the Northeast IT Contract
for FY’25, noting that they’d been pret-
ty timely and, “When you call you can
actually talk to someone,” said Town
Administrator Jennifer Peloquin.

Peloquin announced that three com-
panies submitted written responses for
the FY’25 Tree Services bid. Asplundh
was the lowest bidder in all categories
except wood chipping, but that still kept
their total contract lower. Peloquin called
six references and has not heard back
from any, so she checked with Highway
Superintendent Brad Curry who said
they’d be fine. The contract was awarded
to Asplundh.

Huntington did not receive any bids
for heavy equipment services. Peloquin
is going to check with the state as to how
to proceed on this. For example, if there
is Chapter 90 spending of over $50,000
there must be a pre-qualification process.
However, a portion of bid, a portion is
not going for Chapter 90 work, which
might affect the requirements.

There were two quotes to repair
the highway department’s boom mower.
The lowest bidder was Carriere Welding.
who could get to the work in a few
days and can bring his equipment to the
mower so it doesn’t have to be moved.
Carrier was recommended by area weld-
er John Marcoulier; this award passed
unanimously.

One item was tabled to the next

meeting. John Martine of Florence sub-
mitted a Stanton Hall use request for The
New Consciousness Forum, for an event
billed as a lively discussion between a
Democrat, Republican and Independent.
Police Chief Robert Garriepy reviewed
the application and felt a detail should
be required, which would cost Martine
$50 per hour for a four hour minimum.
Peloquin emailed Martine back to ask
for more detail on the organization and
this event and he has not responded as
yet.

North Hall administrators submitted
an American Rescue Plan Act request
of $1,850 for roofing and insulation on
exterior copper pipes on the back of the
building for a mini-split heating/cooling
system. Renauld felt that ARPA money
should go for bigger projects. After dis-
cussion, the board voted to encumber
funds from the FY’24 Building Property
and Wages account for work to be done
in July.

Approval was also granted for North
Hall to be rented by the Norwich Lake
Association on Saturday, July 6 for their
annual meeting.

This was Renauld’s last meeting
after more than 10 years of serving on
the Huntington Select Board. In his final
act, he asked to be removed as an admin-
istrator on the town’s Facebook page,
which Peloquin helped him accomplish.
“It feels good,” said Renauld. “It was
a great time, but I’'m ready for it to be
over.” His replacement, John McVeigh,
was elected in May to begin a term on
Monday, July 1.

NORTHAMPTON

Kim Baker received Florence
Bank Communlty Support award

FLORENCE - The
Florence Bank announced it
recently presented its 2024
Community Support Award
to longtime employee Kim
Baker of Hatfield.

The Community Support
Award was established by the
bank in 1997 as a means of
formally recognizing team

Westfield State College
and a master’s in business
administration from the
University of Massachusetts,
Ambherst.

In the community, she
is a member of Hatfield’s
Finance Committee and the
Hatfield Saint Kaz Polish
Club. She volunteers for

members who are active in
the community and give their
personal and professional
time to local nonprofit organizations.
Each year, the award recipient selects an
organization of his/her choice, and the
bank donates $500 to that organization
on the recipient’s behalf. Baker chose to
support United Way of the Franklin and
Hampshire Region.

Baker joined Florence Bank in
1995 and currently serves as vice pres-
ident / commercial loan operations and
compliance officer at the bank’s main
office in Florence. She is responsi-
ble for commercial loan compliance,
including regulatory and management
reporting.

Baker holds an associate degree
from Holyoke Community College,
a bachelor’s in business management
with a concentration in finance from

BUSI

Kim Baker

Jessie’s House, Cooley
Dickinson Hospital, the
Cancer Connection, the
Three County Fair and the Northampton
Saint Patrick’s Association. Baker is
also chair and co-chair for United Way
of the Franklin and Hampshire Region’s
Annual Ski United fundraising event.

“Kim has proven to be a true com-
munity volunteer and supporter of
many local organizations,” said Matt
Garrity, president and CEO of Florence
Bank. “She is well-deserving of the
Community Support Award.”

Florence Bank is a mutual savings
bank chartered in 1873. Currently, the
bank serves the Pioneer Valley through
12 full-service branch locations in
Florence, Northampton, Easthampton,
Williamsburg, Amherst, Hadley,
Belchertown, Granby, Chicopee, West
Springfield and Springfield.
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PROPANE GAS
PLUMBING ¢ HEATING

(413) 268-8360
TOLL FREE 1-800-464-2053

Family Owned & Operated
3 Berkshire Trail West (Route 9), P.O. Box 102, Goshen, MA 01032
www.georgepropane.com

Paul’s
Plumbing & Heating

238-0303

PAUL GRAHAM
Mass. License 23299
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on the first Saturday of each month.
The classes are for all experience lev-
els. Participants should bring a yoga
mat (some will be available to bor-
row), water bottle and sun protectant.
Registration and waiver required by
visiting www.forbeslibrary.org.

Paper waivers will also be avail-
able at the class. This program is pre-
sented in partnership with Sanctuary.

Craft a shape-changing wire sculp-
ture will be held Wednesday, July 10
from 6-7:30 p.m. Participants will
make a wire sculpture that turns inside
out. Materials will be provided. No
prior experience needed and no glue
used.

Kids’ Gaming Club meets
Friday, July 5 from 4-5 p.m. Every
Friday children ages 7-12 meet in the
Community Room to hang out with
other young gamers and play the
library’s Nintendo Switch.

For teens ages 12 and up, the Teen
Gaming Lounge is open on Tuesdays.

Playful Engineers Presents: Artful
Mechanisms on Saturday, July 6 from
11 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Children build
basic structures for their own artful
mechanisms that send messages, tell
stories or accomplish tasks. As they
build according to instructions, they
are also beginning to conceive and cre-
ate their own designs to overlay those
structures. This event is sponsored by
Curran and Keegan Financial.

Science Heroes Presents:
Adventure of the Lost Treasure will

take place Saturday, July 13 from
11 a.m.-noon. Participants will join
Science Heroes on a treasure-hunt-
ing adventure deep within the jungle.
Along the way, the audience helps the
performer conduct exciting science
experiments that bring this story to
life. They will experiment with chem-
ical reactions, air pressure, physical
explosions, and more! Don’t miss this
exciting and interactive STEM learn-
ing adventure The Friends of Forbes
Library sponsors this event.

Preschool story time for ages 3 to
5 will be held Thursday, July 11 from
10:30-11:30 a.m. There is no story
time on July 4. There will be books,
songs, and puppets and participate in
an open-ended art activity designed to
encourage creativity.

Toddler story time will be held
Friday, July 5 from 10:30-11 a.m.
Children will sing songs, read stories
and have fun. This event is best suited
for 1.5-3-year-olds and their caregiv-
ers.

In the Hosmer Gallery Animal
Portraits by Renee Hill, Sarah
Marquesen and Dan Chiamis will be
on exhibit now through Tuesday, July
30. Reception is Friday, July 12 from
3:30-5:30 p.m.

Book Drive will be held now
through Wednesday, July 31. A book
drive to support our Neighborhood
Free Book Boxes is now underway!
Collection boxes will be available in
the foyer throughout the month of July.

Aqva Pumps
F WATER SY4TEMS

Water Pumps ¢ Sewer Pumps
Water Conditioners

46 Pitcher Street
Montgomery, MA 01085

Donald Washburn
862-3301

Kirke R. Henshaw, Inc.
Water Well Drilling, Water Pump Sales & Service
Water
Teslmg

Water System HENSi I

Repairs

System
Evaluatlons

Aw Hydrofracture

to Increase Flow

800-232-4725 » Fax 413-296-4565
Charles R. Henshaw
130 Cummington Rd., W. Chesterfield, MA * 413-296-4725

FEED + PET SUPPLIES + CLOTHING - COAL
WOOD PELLETS « WILD & CAGED BIRDSEED

POOL SUPPLIES «+ MOTOR OILS + FENCING

LAWN & GARDEN SUPPLIES « FERTILIZER

GATEWAY FARM & PET

Poulmﬂram %hgrgta

59 RUSSELL ROAD, HUNTINGTON, MA 01050
1-413-667-2279 i Smbm

Sat. 8am-4pm
TARA GRENIER ¢ PAUL GRENIER

DOWN TO EARTH
EXCAVATING:

Highly Regarded Professionals: Complete Site Work,
Septic Development and Repairs. Fully insured.

413+667+5269

Paul & Randy LaPointe, Owners Huntington, Mass.

I Structural
Da Ie S & Carpentry

Home Imp!

« Additions ¢ Restorations ¢ Repairs

Post
& Beam
Repairs

Sagging Floors - Beams - Columns
Sill Timbers - Termite Damage
Foundation Repairs - Piers & Footings
Chimney Rebuilds
FULLY LICENSED & INSURED
Huntington, MA ® 413-667-3149
dalestructuralandcarpentry.com

ARCHITECT
JEFFREY SCOTT PENN

77 Worthington Road, Huntington, MA 01050
Tel. 413-531-1868
Fax. 413-667-3082
Email: jspsed @verizon.net

new construction, renovation,
historic preservation

Contact
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to advertise at
413-283-8393
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wdelcamp@turley.com
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Hydrangeas in fuII
color and full swing

week-long visit to Cape Cod yielded
Amore than fun on the beach and an

appetite finally quenched of its sea-
food craving.

It was a gardener’s dream to walk
through town and take in all of the glori-
ous container plantings and window boxes.
Side streets yielded a peek at some incredible
home landscapes complete with gorgeous big
leaf hydrangeas (Hydrangea macrophylla),
nearly everywhere you look.

They were just starting to come into their
own when we arrived, but by week’s end, they
were in full, magnificent glory.

I read somewhere that the rainy summer
last year followed by a mild winter has predis-
posed the plants to be overloaded with blooms
here and now, and that they were. Some in
shades of blue, others sported pink or purple
tones and still some with flowers of each
shade on one bush.

We’ve all heard about adjusting the pH
will alter the color of the sepals, the showy
modified leaf bracts. Acidifying the soil with
aluminum sulfate turns the flowers blue,
while making the soil more alkaline with lime
will yield flowers in pink tones instead, all
because aluminum ions are either more avail-
able or less available respectively.

That is the short of it!

I came home from this trip encouraged to
try taking cuttings of my hydrangea bush. A
hedge of them up by the road would sure be
pretty.

The experts imply that the process of
duplicating your plants is an easy one and
now is the perfect time to do it. Taking soft-
wood cuttings of hydrangeas is similar to tak-
ing cuttings of geraniums, rosemary or other
plants.

It’s best to find a stem that is not is flow-
er. Start at the tip and count down at least
four pairs of leaves, then make your cut with
a clean pair of clippers or sharp scissors after
that last set of leaves.

Carefully cut off the two bottom most
sets of leaves, close to the stem. Dip the stem
into rooting hormone.

If you are using a powder form, tap the

GARDEN, page 6

Corrections policy

If you notice a factual error in our
pages, please let us know, so that we can
set the record straight. Email information
to countryjournal @turley.com, or call us at
413-283-8393.

Corrections will be printed in the same
section where the error originally occurred.

GUEST COLUMN

Widower asks about his survivor benefits

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor

Dear Rusty:

My wife died May 4, 2024. I notified
Social Security, and they have removed
the direct deposit made to my joint check-
ing account on May 8, 2024. What are my
options now for obtaining any benefits from
my wife’s Social Security account?

Signed: Grieving Husband

Dear Grieving Husband:

Please accept our sincere condolences
for the loss of your wife. Rest assured that
we’re here to assist with any Social Security
questions you may have at this difficult time.

FYI, a person must live the entire
month to be eligible for SS benefits for that
month. Social Security benefits aren’t paid
for the month a person dies. For this reason
and as a matter of standard protocol, Social
Security instructed the bank to return any
payments received for your wife after her
death. This is often referred to as the “claw
back” rule.

In some circumstances, however, Social
Security “claws back” money, which right-
fully belongs to the deceased, as they did in
this case. Your wife’s Social Security pay-
ment received on May 8 was her payment
for the month of April, and she was fully
entitled to that payment because she lived
for the entire month of April. I suggest that
you download, fill out, and submit Form
SSA-1724 to your local Social Security
office to recover that May 8 payment, which
rightfully belongs to your wife’s estate. Note
that the bank will automatically return any
future SS payments received for your wife.

As your wife’s surviving spouse, you
are also entitled to a one-time lump sum
“death benefit” of $255, which you can

request by calling your local SS field office
(get the number at www.ssa.gov/locator),
or by calling 1.800.772.1213. During that
call you can also explore whether you are
entitled to any additional SS benefit as a
surviving spouse.

If your wife’s monthly SS retirement
benefit was more than your current monthly
SS benefit, you will be entitled to receive
her higher monthly amount instead of your
own smaller amount (FYT, if you haven’t yet
reached your own full retirement age your
survivor benefit will be reduced). And if you
are not yet collecting your own SS benefit,
you have the option to claim your survivor
benefit from your wife first while allowing
your personal SS retirement benefit to con-
tinue to grow, up to maximum at age 70 if
you like.

Just be aware that if you haven’t yet
reached your Full Retirement Age and you
are still working, any SS benefit you take
before your FRA will be subject to Social
Security’s “earnings test,” which limits how
much can be earned before they take away
some of your SS benefits. The 2024 annual
earnings limit is $22,320 (changes annually)
for those who claim prior to the year they
attain full retirement age, and SS will take
away $1 of benefits for every $2 over the
annual limit. The “earnings test” no longer
applies after you reach your full retirement
age.

The Association Mature Citizens
Foundation and its staff are not affiliated
with or endorsed by the Social Security
Administration or any other governmental
entity. This article is intended for informa-
tion purposes and does not represent legal
or financial guidance. It presents the opin-
ions and interpretations of the Association
Mature Citizens Foundation’s staff, trained
and accredited by the National Social
Security Association To submit a ques-
tion, visit amacfoundation.org/programs/
social-security-advisory or email us at ssad-
visor@amacfoundation.org. Russell Gloor
is a Social Security advisor for AMAC.

Election letters to the editor welcome

The Country Journal welcomes readers to
participate in this year’s election campaigns by
writing letters to the editor for publication on
these pages. Letters of up to 250 words from
local residents endorsing candidates on the
ballot or discussing campaign issues should
be sent to The Country Journal, care of Turley
Publications, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069,
faxed to 413-289-1977 or emailed to country-
journal @turley.com. Please include a daytime
telephone number for verification purposes (it
will not be printed). Letters must be received
by noon Monday to be considered for that

Friday’s newspaper. No attack letters will be
printed. No letters written by candidates sup-
porting their own candidacy will be printed. If
the volume of letters received is larger than the
space available in the newspaper, or if the let-
ters become repetitive, the newspaper reserves
the right to print a representative sample. No
endorsement letters will be printed in the last
edition before the election. For more informa-
tion, call 413-283-8393.

Campaign news
As part of its election coverage, the news-

paper plans to print stories about contested
races for Congress, state Senate, state House,
district attorney and Governor’s Council
during the weeks leading up to the election,
as well as a question-and-answer voters guide.
In order to ensure fairness to all candidates,
no political press releases will be printed, nor
will reporters cover political rallies or fund-
raisers.

Candidates who wish to further publi-
cize their candidacy, beliefs and events may
contact advertising, 413-283-8393 about paid
advertising in The Country Journal.
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by the author need to
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OPINION

By Deborah Daniels
Correspondent

LEE - Hiking to Upper Goose
Pond in Lee, the group came upon this
bronze plaque commemorating the
Mohhekennuck Club, which was located
on the shores of this beautiful pond.

The stone remains of the fireplace
were all that you can see of this Club that
was incorporated in 1909. It was named
after the Chief of the Stockbridge Indians,
who were known to meet on the shore of
Upper Goose Pond during “troublesome
times.” The Club was formed by a num-
ber of Lee and New York sportsmen to be
a fishing, boating and hunting retreat.

A two story cabin of Chestnut logs
was built by a local Lee carpenter named
Nick Carter. Oxen were used to haul lum-
ber and stones along a logging trail to
build the cabin. It had a large living room
with a fireplace and a kitchen downstairs
and three bedrooms upstairs. It would
come to be adorned with stuffed animals
and birds, presumably attesting to the
success of its members’ hunting prowess.
It was described as a “wildly picturesque
spot in the Berkshires” that allowed its
members to get away from the hot sum-
mer heat. There were twelve original club
members from East Lee, Connecticut and
New York.

Who were these Mohhekennuck
Club members? The postmaster of Lee
was a member. A local farmer was a
member, who recalled driving his Model
T Ford to Griffen farm and then he had to
walk the rest of the way to the cabin. The
cabin is very remote. There were no roads
then and there are no roads now. Three
brothers from Lee and Brooklyn, New
York were members along with one son,
who was a pediatrician.

The area was known for good fishing
with pickerel, yellow perch and small-
mouth bass featured as the catch of the
day. And you know those were on the
menu, not catch and release. The Boy
Scouts were allowed to stay on weekend
outings in the spring, fall and winter for
13 years. They enjoyed skating, skiing
and tobogganing during the winter visits.
After WWII the cabin was used less and
less. By the 1960’s it was reported that
hippies appeared and vandals and tres-
passers invaded soon thereafter.

Alas the lodge burned down some
time in April in the early 1970s. No one
seemed to know the details of the fire, but
one has to ask how a fire came to happen
in this remote lodge? Arson has to be
considered given it had been vandalized
and fallen into disuse. Well five thousand
dollars of insurance money was collect-
ed by the Club. There were no plans to
rebuild the Club. The money was not dis-
tributed to the Club members if you’re
thinking of fraudulent activity.

They made the honorable gesture
of donating twelve thousand dollars to
the Appalachian Mountain Club (AMC)
to continue to keep the land as wilder-
ness. Oh and they did sell their thirteen
acres of land on Upper Goose Pond to
the National Park Service for $36,000.
And there was to be a ceremony to hand
this $12,000 check over to AMC but there
was an unfortunate incident where the
Mohhekennuck Club members who were
canoeing to the ceremony were swamped
by a motor boat on lower Goose Pond! So
much for living on the wild side.

Oh and which is the wilder side?

A brief word about the many
Appalachian Trail hikers we met while
hiking. They are a strange breed. Most
of ‘em were “thru hikers,” that is they
complete the journey in one go, all 2,190
miles of it, as opposed to section hikers,
who only hike a section at a time.

The Appalachian Trail Conservancy
estimates that one quarter of the hikers
actually complete the journey or about
3,000 hikers a year and there are over 3

HILLTOWN HISTORY

Exploring part of Appalachian Trail — Upper Goose Pond Trail

A bear box keeps food safe from foraging
bears. There are only black bears on the

Appalachian Trail.

UPPER GOOSE POND
SNATURAL AREA
CAMP OHLY AT .
UPPER GOOSE POND CABIN
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This is the Appalachian Trail sign for Upper

Goose Pond shelter.

million hikers, who complete sections
of the trail. The Appalachian Trail goes
from Springer Mountain in Georgia to
Katahdin in Maine.

Most hikers start in Georgia and
walk north. All the hikers we met had
left from Georgia in March of this year,
expecting to hike for roughly six months.
They average hiking 17 miles per day
but there are days where the terrain is
so rough you are happy to accomplish 2
miles, think up a mountainside. You carry
all your food and water. There are over
250 backcountry shelters that are run on a
first come first served basis. It’s tough to
phone a reservation when phone service
is spotty at best, read that best on peaks
and ridge lines and nonexistent in narrow
valleys and hollows.

We visited what is considered the
Hilton on the AT, the Upper Goose Pond
shelter. There is no running water, they
use spring water, there is no electricity, no
private bedroom, 17 single bunk beds and
let’s not get into the bathroom.

Walking the AT is a singular primi-
tive experience where hikers get in touch
with their inner core identity, find sereni-
ty or get lost and bail out as soon as they
have cell service. I mean after you have
lived on Snickers bars for six months,
traveled under an alias (trail name) and
slept on the ground how challenging can
the rest of your life be? Oh and if you are
considering a hike, be sure and sign in
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the
Mohhekemuck Club is located on Upper
Goose Pond in Lee.
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Appalachian Trail Upper Goose Pond Cabin
is located on the Appalachian Trail.

The fireplace and common room are shown
in the Upper Goose Pond Appalachian Trail
cabin.

line for the Club.
Turley Photos by Deborah Daniels
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was meeting his family from Connecticut and going out to eat, then resuming hiking the
trail. He had started in Georgia.

to all the log books kept at the shelters,
they may need that information when

they question the bears about your where-
abouts.
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GUEST COLUMN

By Ana Holmes
Editor’s Note. Ana Holmes is a junior at
Gateway Regional High School

ateway Regional High School
Gwas opened in 1963 as a replace-

ment for Huntington High
School.

It was the dream of many faculty
members which took fruition after years
of work. It is named for its history as
one of the final stops on the underground
railroad. Once a ‘gateway’ to freedom, it
became a gateway to adult life. A gate-
way to a better future.

In the years to come, Gateway
would face many struggles. As a rural
school it lacked the funding that other
schools boast. However, with the recent
installation of Kristen Smidy as super-
intendent, the school has gained a new
lease on life. In writing a truly excep-
tional proposal, she earned Gateway the
Barr grant. Since its founding in 1997,
the Barr Foundation has donated over
$1 billion. With this in mind, it’s easy
to understand that this is going to have a
major effect on the district. The question

GARDEN

Gateway, Barr and your children’s future

is this; as a parent, what kind of changes
might you see?

Well, not everything is set in stone.
Every school needs different action, and
the Barr Foundation spent the larger part
of a year learning the ins-and-outs of the
school. Through classroom observation
and student surveys, they’ve begun to
understand just how Gateway runs. On
the flip, it’s also important for Gateway’s
faculty and students to learn about how
other schools foster learning. Through
multiple trips with different combina-
tions of School Committee Members and
interested Faculty, gators have toured
various schools throughout the country
to see the innovative programs in place.
They saw incredible mentorship pro-
grams, student-lead projects, and sched-
uled time devoted to studying or extra
help.

For parents with high school-
ers, your child may come home with a
lengthy list of new opportunities. Barr
has plans for paid internships for high
schoolers to practice working and money
management while learning valuable
skills. Another thing to expect is more

permission slips coming your way. Barr
trips in the following year will soon
include students. Previous trips had a
few students whose parents were attend-
ing, but the number will increase sig-
nificantly. Thanks to a consistent wave
of student requests, directed study will
be reinstated in the high school. For up
to one block a day students will be able
to catch up on homework and complete
school work.

While it’s clear all the benefits this
grant will have for our school, it isn’t an
entirely one sided relationship. Gateway
serves as a perfect poster child for the
Barr mission. We’ll essentially prove that
with the proper funding and guidance,
under-resourced students can thrive just
as well as students in well funded areas.
With initial polling as the Foundation
sussed out the student body, they came
to the conclusion that Gateway stu-
dents had more trusted adults than any
other school they’d been to. While other
schools students often had one or two
adults they felt they could talk with,
Gateway boasted five to six per student!
While it isn’t entirely certain what the

future holds, it’s clear that the coming
years will be a fruitful relationship.

Even outside the Barr’s support, the
district has grown so much. The previ-
ously biennial Costa Rica trip is now a
yearly trip alternating between Costa
Rica and Spain. Students have been
encouraged to advocate for themselves
within the school and in state court-
rooms. After years of the Vice Principal
position changing, the promotion of
beloved math teacher Ms Valerie Zeh
marks an end to this uncertainty. She
and Dr Sullivan—Current principal and
former vice principal-have consistently
advocated for students and proved them-
selves as formidable individuals.

As a student myself, I’ve seen
Gateway through many years of pros-
perity and plague. With all this change,
it’s easy to see why the Barr Foundation
would want to contribute to our accel-
erating trajectory. I truly believe that
with the kind, understanding staff in our
district and the continued support of the
Barr Foundation, our school is going to
prosper as the ‘gateway’ it was always
meant to be.

from page 4

stem on the container to dislodge any
excess. The cutting can then be put in a
four-inch pot filled with moistened pot-
ting soil. It’s best if you make a hole for
the stem with a “dibble,” pencil, or small
dowel, rather than pushing the stem into
the media so that all of the hormone is
rubbed off.

Once the stem is inserted into the
pre-made hole, firm around it and mist
with a spray bottle. Now, cover the pot
and cutting with a tented plastic bag
so that the cutting will not dry out and
place it in the shade, outside is fine as
long as you won’t forget about it.

I like to keep them inside in indirect

light. Check often, misting if wilted
looking and watering if the soil is dry to
the touch.

After about 4-6 weeks, check the
cutting to see if it has rooted. It’s best
not to tug, but to invert the pot and
remove the soil to see what you have for
roots.

Sometimes you can “just tell” that
the plant has rooted by its appearance.
Maybe it is sporting new growth.

Once your cuttings have rooted and
grown on for awhile, it’s time to trans-
plant them into bigger pots. I’'m not say-
ing we jump to a gallon size pot but
maybe go up to a six or eight-inch pot

and then go bigger the next time until
the specimen is large enough to earn a
coveted spot in your yard.

I can’t wait to try this! Maybe you
will too, and we can compare notes!

I can see the lovely hedge up near
the road in my mind’s eye already!

Roberta McQuaid graduated from
the Stockbridge School of Agriculture at
the University of Massachusetts. For 32

years she has held the position of staff

horticulturist at Old Sturbridge Village.
She enjoys growing food as well as flow-
ers. Have a question for her? Email it to
pouimette @turley.com with “Gardening
Question” in the subject line.
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HAYDENVILLE

Senator Mark announces
staff office hours

HAYDENVILLE - State Senator Paul W.
Mark announces his staff will host office hours in
Williamsburg for two days in July.

His staff will be at the Town Offices, 141 Main
St., on Tuesday, July 9and Tuesday, July 23 from
1-3 p.m. Residents of any of the 57 municipalities
in the Senator’s Berkshire, Hampden, Franklin, and
Hampshire District are encouraged to share ideas
on current or potential state legislation,or to ask for
assistance with issues involving any state agency.
Appointments are not required.
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Tell Us What
You Think

Share your thoughts and suggestions
with our staff and your fellow readers.
Participate in our opinion pages,
or contact us anytime with your feedback!
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SCHOOLS & YOUTH

Colleges and universities
announce graduates

Clark University
Worcester
Eolann Jude McMillan of Plainfield,
Master of Public Administration and a
member of the Alpha Epsilon Lambda
honor society

College of Our Lady of the Elms
Chicopee

Sarah Camarco of Chester,
Bachelor of Science degree in nursing;
Nichole Coppez of Westfield, Graduate
Certificate in adult gerontology acute
care; Brittani Cundiff of Easthampton,
Master of Education degree in edu-
cation studies; Spencer Daughdrill
of Easthampton, Bachelor of Science
degree in nursing; Ebone Donawa of
Westfield, Master of Education degree
in education studies; Gregory Hamelin
of Westfield, Bachelor of Arts degree
in computer science; Megan Heath of
Westfield, Bachelor of Science degree in
nursing; Maria Holguin of Westhampton,
Graduate Certificate in adult gerontolo-
gy acute care; Musa Jiana of Westfield,
Bachelor of Arts degree in comput-
er information technology and securi-
ty; Renee Lamb of Westfield, Bachelor
of Arts degree in healthcare manage-
ment; Monica McComas of Russell,
Master of Science degree in applied
behavior analysis; Jennifer McCormick
of Easthampton, Bachelor of Science
degree in social work; Brandon

McCormick-Wilhite of Easthampton,
Bachelor of Science degree in biotech-
nology; Heather O’Connor of Westfield,
Bachelor of Arts degree in mathemat-
ics; Jennifer Orenstein of Westfield,
Graduate Certificate in adult geron-
tology acute care and Maya Parker of
Williamsburg, Bachelor of Science
degree in nursing

Hamilton College
Clinton, New York
Eleanor Sangree of Washington,
cum laude Bachelor of Arts in biology
and environmentally studies

Rochester Institute of Technology
Rochester, New York
Zane Kitchen Lipski of Plainfield,
Bachelor of Science in computer science
and Jaden Kitchen Lipski of Plainfield, a
Bachelor of Science in computer science

University of Hartford
West Hartford, Connecticut

Ryan Bundy of Westfield, Master of
Science College of Arts and Sciences;
Kaitlyn Hirtle of Middlefield, Master of
Business Administration Barney School
of Business Kelsey Kiltonic of Westfield,
Doctor of Physical Therapy College of
Education, nursing and health profes-
sions and Margaret Philpott of Westfield,
Bachelor of Science College of educa-
tion, nursing and health professions

year.

arship award is about $900.

This year, the HCC Foundation
awarded 388 scholarships to 323 incom-
ing, current, and transferring HCC stu-
dents. Some students received multiple
scholarship awards. The average schol-

Local scholarship recipients are:
Erin McCormick of Chesterfield,
Alexandra Adams of Easthampton,
Sarah Akin of Easthampton,
Alex Biddulph of Easthampton
(two awards), Hind Bourhim off
Easthampton, Gabrielle Carey (two
awards) o Easthampton, Casey Clapp
of Easthampton, Gabrielle D’ Amour,
of Easthampton Ashleigh Fox of
Easthampton, Jessica Grygorcewicz
of Easthampton, Renee Hill (two
awards) of Easthampton, Nikaia
Jimenez (two awards) of Easthampton,
Lincoln KaneLong of Easthampton,
Lisa Miwa of Easthampton, Amber
Slawski of Easthampton, Oliver
King of Florence, Isabella Komlev
of Florence, Karissa Robinson of
Florence(two awards), Bunnary Teng of
Florence, Lauren Williams of Goshen,
Staci Barrett of Lee (two awards),
Azades Hamblin of Montgomery,
Sarah Belote of Northampton,

HCC Foundation lists
scholarships recipients

HOLYOKE - The Holyoke
Community College Foundation award-
ed more than $335,000 in scholarships
to students for the 2024-2025 academic

Sophie Bennett of Northampton,
Alexandria Casavant of Northampton
Jesse Conner of Northampton
Cheryl Freier of Northampton,
Barney Garcia of Northampton,
Nico Howard of Northampton,
Orlando Morales of Northampton,
Erika Pizha of Northampton, Hans
Valdes of Northampton, Dan Winter
of Northampton, Kai Ramos of
Southampton, Shannyn Samuelson
of Southampton, Katherine Simmons
of Southampton, Gabrielle Tisdale of
Southampton, Eve Bartlett of Westfield,
Raven Carrasquillo of Westfield (two
awards), Paige Cortis of Westfield,
Nicholas Couchon of Westfield, Diana
Dovganyuk of Westfield, Angelica
Gavrilov of Westfield (two awards),
Christina Gelmudinov of Westfield,
Wandeliz Gonzalez Marrero of
Westfield (two awards), Mary Goretskiy
of Westfield, Travis Guin of Westfield,
Elizabeth Hancharonak of Westfield,
Lindsay Hughes of Westfield, Amanda
McGuire of Westfield, Kit McKenzie of
Westfield, Moriah Morris of Westfield,
Liana Parrilla of Westfield, Leniel
Ramos of Westfield, Ethan Romero of
Westfield, Nelly Salgado of Westfield,
Sarah Shoemaker of Westfield Valentina
Vinces of Westfield, Jessica Liimatainen
of Williamsburg, Kaylee Rooney of
Williamsburg and Johnathan Santiago of
Williamsburg.

MassDOT expands Safe Routes to School program

BOSTON - The Massachusetts
Department of Transportation reported
its Massachusetts Safe Routes to School
Program continues to grow and make
a difference as the 2023-2024 academ-
ic year comes to an end, with 72 addi-
tional schools joining SRTS since last
September.

The total number of partner schools
across Massachusetts is now 1,171,
located in 284 communities and serv-
ing approximately 590,000 students.
The program has seen consistent annual
growth in its number of school partners
for the past 19 years.

Sponsored by MassDOT and
with funds from the Federal Highway
Administration, the Massachusetts SRTS
Program promotes safer routes for stu-
dents to get to school through a focus on
the six E’s: Education, Encouragement,
Evaluation, Engagement, Engineering,
and Equity. The program hosts annual
flagship events such as Massachusetts’
Walk, Bike and Roll to School Day in
May.

Conte Community School received
the Exemplary Program Award for the
Western Region this year at the SRTS
Annual Awards Ceremony. Matt Behnke,
an educator at Conte Community School

in Pittsfield, said “It was so inspiring to
see all the other ways that schools and
communities are promoting safe access
on foot and by bike. And it definitely
reenergized me to continue this work in
the years ahead.”

Local school that joined SRTS
since the start of the school year last
September include: Easthampton High
School, Easthampton; Lenox Memorial
Middle and High School, Lenox;
Northampton High School, Northampton
and R.H. Conwell Elementary School,
Worthington.

The Bike Rodeos are an interac-
tive way to teach students the rules of
the road while practicing safe bicycling
skills. The rodeo format incorporates sta-
tions along a loop course that simulates a
neighborhood environment. More infor-
mation about the Bike Rodeos can be
found here.

During the school year, the Program
offers pedestrian and bicycle training
activities, walk and bike assessments,
and arrival/dismissal observations at
schools. SRTS works with schools and
their local communities to help custom-
ize safety-focused activities, provide
resources to help facilitate safe student
travel, and offer one-on-one assistance

E. CeC&ll Farms II;I SPR FIELD STREET

FEEDING HILLS, Mass. & “Corn so fresh the ears still wiggle.”

for each school’s specific needs. By fos-
tering partnerships between advocacy
groups, municipal officials, law enforce-
ment, education leaders, and public
health departments, the program current-
ly serves over 1,170 public elementary,
middle, and high schools in over 280
communities across the Commonwealth.

People may visit www.mass.gov/
safe-routes-to-school or www.facebook.
com/SafeRoutes. MA for more informa-
tion.
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OTIS

Book club meets July 25

OTIS - The Otis Library, 48

The book is “The First Lady of

North Main Road, hosts the book World War II” by Shannon McKenna
club on Thursday, July 20 at 5:30 p.m.
in the Roosevelt Room or via Zoom.

Schmidt. Everyone is welcome.

Read or subscribe online at countryjournal.turley.com
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WESTHAMPTON

WED celebrates 75th anniversary

WESTHAMPTON - The
Westhampton Fire Department, One
South Road, will be celebrating its 75th
Anniversary with an open house and
chicken barbecue on Saturday, Aug. 17
from 2-6 p.m.

Barbecue tickets are $10 each.

THIS WEEK'S HOROSGOPES

Children 10 and under eat for free.
Reservations are required.

The open house will be from 2-6
p.m. and the chicken barbecue will be
served at 4 p.m. Events will include
a short ceremony, Herrell’s Ice Cream,
memorabilia, games, and fun for all.
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ARIES

Mar 21/Apr 20

After some time, a dif-
ficult situation is be-
ginning to settle down,
Aries. Enjoy this well-
earned peace and con-
sider how a new per-
spective can help going
forward.

TAURUS

Apr 21/May 21

Taurus, a new plan can
be just what you need
to make notable prog-
ress. Finding a mentor
or someone who has
forged a path already
can be a useful step.

GEMINI

May 22/Jun 21

Gemini, you have a lot
going on in your life right
now to keep you busy.
With so much going on,
try not to worry about
what is going on with
others. Stay in your lane.

CANCER

Jun 22/Jul 22

It is a fine week to really
think about your future,
Cancer. If you have
goals to start a busi-
ness, start hashing out
plans and give thought
to seeking a partner.

LEO

Jul 23/Aug 23

Leo, this week you start
out with a lot of ener-
gy, but likely will burn
through it early on. If
you want to reach your
goal, you are going to
have to learn how to
pace yourself.

VIRGO

Aug 24/Sept 22

A lot of emotions are
running through your
mind, Virgo. They may
be very confusing. It
is alright to feel out of
sorts. Perhaps talking to
someone can offer you
perspective.

LIBRA

Sept 23/0ct 23

You may be feeling
introspective and phil-
osophical, so much so
that people may catch
you staring into space
and lost in thought. Now
is not the time to make
heavy decisions.

SCORPIO

Oct 24/Nov 22

This might not be the
week for parties or large
social events. You are
experiencing some in-
troverted feelings right
now and are best in sit-
uations that have only a
few people.

SAGITTARIUS
Nov 23/Dec 21

Life isn’t always fair,
Sagittarius. Recognize
that sometimes things
won’t go your way. Your
resolve could be tested
this week so be aware.

CAPRICORN
Dec 22/Jan 20

It may be tempting to
let someone else take
over when the going
gets tough. That likely
will not be best for you,
so continue to make
decisions and let things
play out.

AQUARIUS

Jan 21/Feb 18

You are due for a big
break  after  going
through a lot of emo-
tional ups and downs.
Your positive attitude
has paved the way for
brighter skies ahead.

PISCES

Feb 19/Mar 20

No one else is going to
do a tough job for you.
You have to dig in your
heels and make a plan.
You are ready for this
kind of assignment and
the pressure that comes
with it.

Here’s How It Works:
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine
3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each

row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row,
column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will
appear by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The

more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

Fun By The
Numbers

Like puzzles?
Then you'll love
sudoku. This
mind-bending
puzzle will have
you hooked from
the moment you
square off, so
sharpen your
pencil and put
your sudoku
savvy to the test!

* Authorized Caterpillar Hydraulic Hose Dealer % Hydraulic Hoses

Call “DALE”

8-12 BIRGE AVE., WESTFIELD

Dial 568-8944 o 568-1611 Fax # 568-1554

NATIONALLY ADVERTISED MERCHANDISE FOR ALL MAKES & MODELS
WHOLESALKE RETAIL

* Complete Auto Machine Shop Service * Engine Rebuilding Of All Kinds

Now stocking
Car Quest
Filters made
by WIX,
Amalie Oil,
Bailing Twine
&
Tractor Parts
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PUBLIC NOTICES

TOWN OF
WILLIAMSBURG
Office of the
Planning Board
Zoning Board of Appeals
Haydenville, MA
LEGAL NOTICE

A public Hearing will
be held at 5:30 PM on
Thursday, July 18, 2024
in the Williamsburg Town
Offices, 141 Main St.,
Haydenville, MA to consid-
er the following: The appli-
cation of David Nehring
and Susan Fortgang of 16
Walpole Rd., Assessors Map
G, Lots 65.0 and 65.A and
Map K, Lot 14 Williamsburg,
MA for a Special Permit, as
required by Section 3.2 of the
Zoning Bylaw of the Town
of Williamsburg, to build five
lodging units for overnight
guests located at 16 Walpole
Rd., Williamsburg.

Gerald Mann, Chairman
06/27, 07/04/2024

Town of Goshen
Conservation Commission
Notice of Public Hearing

RE: 92 Aberdeen Road,
Goshen, MA 01032
Thadeus Wojcik-Owner
Dorothy Wojcik-Owner
The Owners are
submitting a Request
for Determination of
Applicability of the Wetland
Protection Act to the Town
of Goshen Conservation
Commission, regarding
the property located at,92
Aberdeen Road, Goshen, MA
01032.
A hearing will be held
on July 15, 2024, at 6:00
p-m. at the Conservation
Commission, Goshen Town
Hall, 40 Main Street, Goshen,
Massachusetts 01032.
Owners Counsel:
Peter T. Lane, Esquire
Fierst Bloomberg Ohm LLP
64 Gothic Street, Suite 4
Northampton, MA 01060
07/04/2024

Form 299
Date: June 26, 2024
Attorney General’s Notice

ning board in a...town has...
held a public hearing there-
on...at which interested per-
sons shall be given an oppor-
tunity to be heard.... Notice
of the time and place of such
hearing, of the subject matter,
sufficient for identification,
and of the place where texts
and maps thereof may be

inspected shall be published

in a newspaper of general cir-
culation in the...town once in

each of two successive weeks.
the first publication to be not
less than fourteen days before
the day of said hearing, and
by posting such notice in a
conspicuous place in the...
town hall for a period of not
less than fourteen days before
the day of said hearing.
Notice of said hearing shall
also be sent by mail, postage
prepaid to the executive office
of housing and livable com-
munities, the regional plan-
ning agency, if any, and to the
planning board of each abut-
ting city and town....In cases
involving boundary, density
or use changes within a dis-
trict, notice shall be sent to
any such nonresident property
owner who has filed such a
request with the city or town
clerk and whose property
lies in the district where the
change is sought.

Based on the materials
submitted to this Office, we
have identified the following
defect: the Planning Board
hearing notice was first pub-
lished in a newspaper of gen-
eral circulation on September
21, 2023 for a Planning
Board hearing to be held on
October 4, 2023, which was
only thirteen days before the
hearing, not fourteen days as
required by G.L. c. 40A, § 5.
For this reason, the 90-day
period prescribed for the
Attorney General’s review
of Article 5 is suspended in
accordance with G.L. c. 40,
§ 32.

Attorney General’s
Election to Proceed Under
the Waiver Provisions of
G.L.c.40.832

Pursuant to G.L. c. 40, § 32
Town of Blandford
Case No. 11317
Special Town Meeting of
March 18, 2024
Article # 5

Attorney General’s

The Attorney General has
elected to proceed under the
limited defect waiver author-
ity conferred by G.L. c. 40,
§ 32.

Suspension of Review of
Zoning By-Law Amendments

Limited Authority to Waive
Procedural Defects in the

Notice of the Planning Board

Hearing
Pursuant to the provisions

of G.L. c. 40, § 32, if the
Attorney General finds there
to be any defect in the proce-
dure of adoption or amend-
ment of any zoning by-law
relating to the form or content
of the notice of the Planning
Board hearing prescribed by
G.L. c. 40A, § 5, or to the
manner or dates on which
said notice is mailed, post-
ed or published as required
by that section, then instead
of disapproving the by-law
or amendment by reason of
any such defect, the Attorney
General may elect to proceed
under the defect waiver pro-
visions of G.L. c. 40, § 32.
Under those provisions, the
Attorney General is condi-
tionally authorized to waive
any such defect.

Defect Determined in

Notice of Planning Board
Hearing

The Attorney General has
determined that the planning
board hearing notice relating
to the above Article failed
to comply with the notice
requirements for such hearing
established by G.L. c. 40A, §
5. Section 5 provides in part
(with emphasis added):

No zoning...by-law or
amendment thereto shall be
adopted until after the plan-

The 90-day period pre-
scribed by law for the
Attorney General’s review
of local by-laws is therefore
suspended in accordance with
the provisions of G.L. c. 40,
§ 32.

Posting and Publication of
This Notice

The Town Clerk shall post
a true copy of this Notice in
a conspicuous place in the
Blandford Town Hall for
a period of not less than 14
days and shall publish a copy
once in a newspaper of gener-
al circulation in the Town of
Blandford

Filing of Claim That
Defect in Notice Was
Misleading or Otherwise
Prejudicial

Within 21 days of the date
on which this Notice is pub-
lished in a newspaper of gen-
eral circulation in the Town
of Blandford, any resident of
the Town of Blandford, or the
owner of any real property in
the Town of Blandford or any
other party entitled to notice
of the planning board hearing
may file with the Town Clerk
a written statement that the
notice defect was misleading
or otherwise prejudicial. The
statement must include the
reasons supporting the claim
that the defect in the Planning
Board Notice was misleading
or otherwise prejudicial. This
statement must be actually on

file with the Town Clerk not
later than 21 days from the
date on which this Notice is
published in the newspaper.

Town Clerk’s Certification
of Compliance with This
Notice

After the expiration of
the 21-day period, the Town
Clerk shall submit to the
Attorney General a true copy
of this Notice with a certi-
fication of compliance with
the publishing and posting
requirements of the preceding
paragraph, and a certification
that either (a) no claim was
filed within the 21-day peri-
od, or (b) one or more claims
were filed within the 21-day
period. The Town Clerk
shall submit to the Attorney
General true copies of any
such claim(s).

Resumption of Attorney
General’s Review

Upon receipt of one orig-
inal copy of this Notice with
the Clerk’s certification, the
90-day period provided for
the Attorney General’s review
under G.L. c. 40, § 32, shall
resume. If no claim is made,
the Attorney General has
the discretion to waive any
such defect; if any claim is
made, however, the Attorney
General may not waive any
such defect.

Note: By not filing a
claim under this provi-
sion, a person shall not be
deprived of the right to
assert a claim of invalidity
arising out of any possible
defect in the procedure of
adoption or amendment, as
provided in G.L. c. 40, § 32,
and in G.L. c. 40A, § 5.

Date: June 26, 2024
07/04/2024

TOWN OF GOSHEN
MASSACHUSETTS
CONSERVATION
COMMISSION
Notice of Public Hearing

Pursuant to Mass General
Laws, Chapter 131, Section
40, Massachusetts Wetlands
Protection Act, the Goshen
Conservation Commission
will hold a public hear-
ing on Monday, July 15,
2024, at 6:00 P.M., on a
Request for Determination
of Applicability (RDA) by
Hilltown Land Trust.
Portions of the proposed
trail work are within wet-
land Resource Area buffer
zones. The RDA is available
for public inspection at Town
Hall or via email request to
conservation @ goshen-ma.us.
07/04/2024

TOWN OF
MIDDLEFIELD
PRICE REQUEST
NOTICE

The Town of Middlefield
is requesting price proposals
to provide Moving Services
at the Middlefield Town
Hall located at 188 Skyline
Trail in Middlefield, MA.
01243. Completed propos-
als will be received at the
Town Administrator’s office
located at 188 Skyline Trail
Middlefield, MA 01243.
Price Proposals will be
received until 11:00 AM
on July 12, 2024, at which
time and place said Price
Proposals will be publicly
opened and read.

The work includes the
moving of furnishings, office
furniture, storage units, com-
puters, copiers, library books
and shelving, town records
and related items form areas
of the town hall to other areas
within the town hall so that
asbestos containing floor
tile can be removed from
floors and new luxury vinyl
floor tile installed. All items
moved will then be returned
to their original location.

Price Proposal infor-
mation and forms may be
obtained at the Select Board
Office, Town Hall 188
Skyline Trail Middlefield,
MA 01243 by emailing the
Middlefield Assistant Town
Administrator at middle-
field.adm@gmail.com.
Bidders may also call Sean
Curran, Middlefield Town
Administrator at 413-636-
1614 to request a copy of the
documents or email him at
middlefield.adm @ gmail.
com. The deadline for ques-
tions on the documents is
July, 2, 2024 at 12:00 noon.
Questions should be directed
to Sean Curran, Middlefield
Town Administrator, at 413-
636-1614 email: middlefield.
adm@gmail.com. Sealed
Bids will be opened in the
Middlefield Town Hall 188
Skyline Trail Middlefield,
MA 01243 on July 12, 2024,
at 11:00 A.M.

Each Price Proposal
must be accompanied by
a bid security of CASH,
CERTIFIED, CHECK,
or BID BOND issued by a
responsible bank or trust
company licensed to do
business in the State of
Massachusetts in the amount
of 5% of the total Price. A
Pre-Proposal Site Visit will
be held for all interested
parties on June 26, 2024
@ 10:00 AM. at the front
entrance to the Middlefield
Town Hall 188 Skyline Trail
Middlefield, MA 01243.

The minimum wage
rates to be paid for labor
on the project established
in a schedule issued by the
Massachusetts Department
of Labor and Workforce
Development that are con-
tained in the bid packet.
Middlefield is an equal
opportunity employer
06/13, 06/20,
0704/2024

06/27,

TOWN OF
MIDDLEFIELD
BID NOTICE

Sealed Bids for the abate-
ment of asbestos floor tile,
mastic, and cove base in the
Middlefield Town Hall locat-
ed at 188 Skyline Trail at the
Town Administrator’s Office
located at the Middlefield
Town Hall P.O. Box 238, 188
Skyline Trail Middlefield,
MA 01243. Bids will be
received until 11:00 AM on
July 19, 2024, at which time
and place said bids will be
publicly opened and read.

The work includes the
removal of 9”7 x9” vinyl
asbestos containing floor
tile, mastic, and cove base as
defined and shown in the bid
documents and related work.

Bid Documents and
bid forms may be obtained
at the Select Board Office,
Town Hall 188 Skyline Trail
Middlefield, MA 01243
and also by emailing the
Middlefield Assistant Town
Administrator at middle-
field.adm@gmail.com.
Bidders may also call Sean
Curran, Middlefield Town
Administrator at 413-636-
1614 to request a copy of the
documents or email him at
middlefield.adm @ gmail.
com. The deadline for ques-
tions on the documents is
July 2, 2024, at 12:00 noon.
Questions should be directed
to Sean Curran, Middlefield
Town Administrator, at email:
middlefield.adm @ gmail.
com. Sealed Bids will be
opened in the Middlefield
Town Hall 188 Skyline Trail
Middlefield, MA 01243
on July 19, 2024, at 11:00
A. M. Each bid must be
accompanied by a bid secu-
rity of CASH, CERTIFIED,
CHECK, or BID BOND

issued by a responsible bank
or trust company licensed to
do business in the State of
Massachusetts in the amount
of 5% of the total bid. A Pre-
Bid Site Visit will be held
for all interested parties on
June 26, 2024 @ 10:00 AM.
at the front entrance to the
Middlefield Town Hall 188
Skyline Trail Middlefield,
MA 01243.

The minimum wage
rates to be paid for all labor
on the project established
in a schedule issued by the
Massachusetts Department
of Labor and Workforce
Development that are con-
tained in the Bid Documents.
Middlefield is an equal
opportunity employer.
06/13, 06/20, 06/27,
07/04/2024

TOWN OF
MIDDLEFIELD
BID NOTICE

Sealed Bids are for the
installation of luxury 18” x
18” vinyl floor tile, mois-
ture barrier, and cove base in
the Middlefield Town Hall
located at 188 Skyline Trail
will be received at the Town
Administrator’s Office locat-
ed at the Middlefield Town
Hall P.O. Box 238, 188
Skyline Trail Middlefield,
MA 01243. Bids will be
received until 11:00 AM on
July 19, 2024, at which time
and place said bids will be
publicly opened and read.

The work includes the
installation of new 187 x 18”
luxury vinyl floor tile, mois-
ture barrier, and cove base as
defined and shown in the bid
documents.

Bid Documents and
bid forms may be obtained
at the Select Board Office,
Town Hall 188 Skyline
Trail Middlefield, by email-
ing the Middlefield Town
Administrator at middle-
field.adm @gmail.com.
Bidders may also call Sean
Curran, Middlefield Town
Administrator at 413-636-
1614 to request a copy of the
documents or email him at
middlefield.adm @ gmail.
com. The deadline for ques-
tions on the documents is
July 2, 2024, at 12:00 noon.
Questions should be directed
to Sean Curran, Middlefield
Town Administrator, at mid-
dlefield.adm @gmail.com.
Sealed Bids will be opened
in the Middlefield Town
Hall 188 Skyline Trail
Middlefield, MA 01243
on July 19, 2024, at 11:00
A.M. Each bid must be
accompanied by a bid secu-
rity of CASH, CERTIFIED,
CHECK, or BID BOND
issued by a responsible bank
or trust company licensed to
do business in the State of
Massachusetts in the amount
of 5% of the total bid. A Pre-
Bid Site Visit will be held
for all interested parties on
June 26, 2024 @ 10:00 AM.
at the front entrance to the
Middlefield Town Hall 188
Skyline Trail Middlefield,
MA 01243.

The minimum wage
rates to be paid for all labor
on the project established
in a schedule issued by the
Massachusetts Department of

Labor and Workforce Dev
06/13, 06/20, 06/27,
07/04/2024

newspaper title.

PUBLIC NOTICES
ARE NOW ONLINE

1 Email all notices to notices@turley.com

2 Access archives and digital tear sheets by

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’
public notice web site to search all notices in
Massachusetts newspapers.

Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon,
Fridays noon for Monday holidays.

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

towns and cities.

CORRESPONDENT
OPPORTUNITIES

Turley Publications seeks Experienced
Writers/Journalists to produce news and/
or feature stories of local interest for various

e Must be dependable, professional and able to
meet strict deadlines
e Salary based on a flat rate by story and photo

Send writing samples with resume to

Deanna Sloat
24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or email directly to dsloat@turley.com

Turley?)

Publications, Inc
www.turley.com
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Classifieds
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SERVING 50 LOCAL

COMMUNITIES

A TURLEY PUBLICATION 1 www.turley.com

COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE

MAXIMUM EFFICIENCY. EX-
TRAORDINARY performance.
Central Boiler certified Classic Edge
Titanium HDX OUTDOOR WOOD
FURNACE. Call today 413-296-
4320.

FIREWOOD

BUNDLES - KILN DRIED
FIREWOOD
Only $5 per bundle!
Pick up at Kibbe’s Firewood
229 Somers Rd,
Hampden MA 01036

FIREWOOD
Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00
All hardwood.
Tree length available
*Also have seasoned softwood for
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol-

umes guaranteed!! New England
Forest Products (413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-
tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor
Wood Furnace. EPA Certified. Titani-
um Stainless Steel. 26% Tax Credit.
Call (508)882-0178

MISCELLANEOUS

FOR SALE
* 14’ step ladder
* Radial arm table saw
* Hydraulic conduit benders
* Portable grinders 7" & 12”
* Wire pullers
* Assorted Knock out Punches

413-658-8535/413-967-5065

MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS, all in
good condition. Steins, pottery, furni-
ture. Something for everyone in the
family. 413-786-4203

RED BRIDGE BAIT
1129 East St., Ludlow

Shiners, worms, tackle.
Beer and ice.

Hours: Wed.-Thurs. 7am-3pm;
Fri. 7am-5pm; Sat. 6am-3pm;
Sun. 6am-1pm.
Closed Mon.-Tues.
413-589-7957

TAG SALE

PINE VALLEY ANNUAL TAG
SALE: SATURDAY, July 13,
8-3. 281 Chauncey Walker St.,
Belchertown.- Dozens of tag sales
throughout our community. Welcome
station with maps, burgers/dogs/
snacks/cold drinks. Restrooms. Huge
variety of items!

OLD CARPENTER TOOLS want-
ed. Planes, chisels, axes, etc. Vintage
hunting, camping, cast iron cookware,
advertising, motorcycles, clothing. Call
Ken (413)433-2195.

WANTED TO BUY

ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, Pot-
tery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, Games,
coins, sterling, Glassware, Silver-plat-
ed items, watches, Musical instru-
ments, typewriters, sewing machines,
tools, radios, clocks, lanterns, lamps,
kitchenware, cookware, knives, mil-
itary, automotive, fire department,
masonic, license plates, beer-cans,
barware, books, oil cans, advertising
tins,hunting, fishing, signs, and more
Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

Buy, Sell & Trade
Video Games
(Retro World)

413-301-5020 M-S 11-7
187 Main St.
Indian Orchard, MA

SEEKING:

Tobacco Cans & Tins
We are also looking for any adver
tisement signs and tins (mostly beer
& alcohol related), cigar boxes, brass
figures, beer trays, beer taps. Ect.
Please don't hesitate to reach out. We
pay cash.

Email, call or text:
teestreasures413@gmail.com
Marty 413-374-7388

ARA JUNK
FURNITURE
REMOVAL
Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs,
sheds, decks. Same day service.
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted.

Free estimates on phone.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.
413-531-1936

CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

= ——
ntne QLASSIFIEDS!

Call us at 413.283.8393

A B Hauling and
Removal Service

2*x*xxxx%] & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard
debris. Barns & sheds demolished.
Swimming pools removed. Cheap-
er than dumpster fees and we do all
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured.
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222-

8868.

CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish-
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class-
room instructor, 20+ years experience.
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti-
mate.

DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas-
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping &
complete finishing. All ceiling textures.
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls.
(413)563-0487

CLEANING
SERVICES

CARPET CLEANING steam meth-
od starting at $89 per room. Stain and
odor removal. Quotes available. Call
Superior Floor Solutions, 413-323-
4760.

ELECTRICIAN

NEED AN
ELECTRICIAN?
Look no further!

PJ’s Electrical offers fast
and reliable electrical services

for your home or business.

Call now for a FREE estimate!
(413) 366-1703
LICENSED & INSURED

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC
Fully licensed and insured; Master
Electrician on staff. Call for all your
electrical needs. No job too small. Se-
nior citizen and Veteran Discount. A
veteran owned company. MA License
#8101A1. Call John at (413)206-
6509

EXCAVATING

COMPLETE SITE WORK. Resi-
dential and commercial. Specializing
in Title 5 septic repair and installation.
Lussier Excavating, 774-696-
1292, email: gigluss@mail.com

HOME
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENT
SPECIALIST
Decks, porches, repair service, roofing
and siding contractor. Tim 413-563-
2229, Licensed/insured. 35 year con-
struction supervisor.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE-
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram-
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering,
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully
insured. Free estimates. (413)246-
2783 Ron.

HOME REPAIR & REMODELING
for all your interior & exterior needs.
Carpentry, woodworking, porches, pa-
tios, windows, doors, painting, drywall,
siding, landscaping, clean-outs. Com-
petitive pricing, references, licensed
and insured. Please call Brendan
(413) 687-5552

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
MONDAY AT NOON

DEADLINES: MONDAY AT NOON

Quabbin——
Village Hills

Circulation:

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

All Three ZONES for $26.00
for 20 words plus 50¢ for
each additional word.

GREAT VALUE!

ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR
THE PRICE OF ONE!

MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393
A DR
1 2 3 4
5 6 7 8
9 10 1 12
13 14 15 16
17 18 19 20 Base Price
2t i | 22 | B | 24 et
2 ssztice | 26 mepis| 27 sasgfrice| 28 B e
2 Bast s | 30 Basgpra| 31 s | 32 B
33 Beinse | 34 R B | 36 B0
37 szprce | 38 mespria| 39 nssfrcs| 40 Basg s
Name: Phone:
Address:
Town: State: Zip:
Number of Weeks: X per week rate = $
Credit Card: 1 MasterCard dVISA (1 Discover 1 Cash 1 Check#
Card #: Exp. Date Cvwv
Amount of charge: Date:
OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Residential
Circulation:

Suburban
59,000

LANDSCAPING

A+ ROZELL'S
LANDSCAPING &
BOBCAT SERVICE

Excavator Services
Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up
Small Demolition/Junk Removal
Insured
Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in
shrub trimming, pruning, design, deliv-
eries, loader, backhoe, insured. Pro-
fessional. Please call Bob (413)537-
5789 (413)538-7954.

MATT GUERTIN
LANDSCAPING
Serving Wilbraham & Ludlow
Weekly lawn care
Landscape design and installation
Hedge trimming/mulching
Custom edging/stone work
For more services visit
mattguertinlandscaping.com
Call or text 413-266-9975
Insured - Commercial - Residential

MASONRY

STOP WET
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-
way doors, basement windows, chim-
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations
repaired, basement waterproofing sys-
tems, sump pumps. BBB+ rating. Free
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569-
1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING

DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING
Interior only $199.00 for average 12x16
room. Very neat, references, prompt
service call (508)867-2550

PAVING

STANLEY AND SONS PAVING.
Driveways, parking lots, roadways,
third generation of quality. Fully in-
sured, free estimates, senior discount,
BBB accredited. Call Rich 413-246-
7999.

PLUMBING

GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs &
Replacement of fixtures, water heater
installations, steam/HW boiler replace-
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling. 30
years experience. Fully insured. $10
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call
Greg (413) 592-1505.

RUBBISH
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH
REMOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages
cleaned, Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.
Family owned/operated since 1950
(413)537-5090.

TREE WORK

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every-
thing from tree pruning, tree removal,
stump grinding, storm damage and
brush chipping. Honest and Depend-
able. Fully insured. Now offering a
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount.
Call today for free estimate (413)478-
4212,

Residential/Commercial
Tree Services
Locally owned and fully insured
Call anytime (413) 813-5778
Neilsen’s ATM - Ron Neilsen
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OBITUARY

BLANDFORD - Sandra Jean Wyman,
83 went to be with Lord on June 27, 2024,
at her home in Blandford with her family by

her side.

At her request, no service will be held.

Mrs. Wyman was born June 9, 1941, to
the late Walter E and Gladys M (Nye) Allen
and as well as her parents she was preced-
ed in death by her sister Alice E. Shepard
(Arthur) and her brothers, Robert Allen
(Myrtle), Thomas Allen (Doris) and Carl

Allen.

Sandra Jean Wyman, 83

She is survived by her husband of almost 67 years
Arthur “Art” Wyman; their three children, Cheryl A.
Wyman, Michael A. Wyman (Donna) and Melissa
S. Estes (Edward), eight grandchildren, thirteen
great-grandchildren and one great-great-grandchild.

She was a devoted wife and mother, who loved to
cook, bake and various crafts including ceramics, paint-

Email the Country Journal your news and photos countryjournal@turley.com

CHESTER

ing on fabrics and basket making. She truly
enjoyed sewing especially quilting.

She was active in various churches that
she attended over the years including singing
in the choir, hosting various missionary fam-
ilies and secretarial duties.

She volunteered at the Storrowton
Village Museum, portraying a person who
lived in the mid-18th to mid-19th century.

The family has requested that in lieu
of flowers any donations be made to the
American Cancer Society Donations, P.O.
Box 6704, Hagerstown, MD 21741

End of life arrangements entrusted to Avalon Life
Celebration Center & Cremation Services,
College Hwy, Southwick, MA 01077

To express condolences please visit Sandra’s
memorial page at www.avaloncelebrations.com.

DEATH NOTICE

WYMAN, SANDRA JEAN

No service will be held at her request

Died June 27, 2024

OBITUARY POLICY

Country Journal

LLC 691

Turley Publications offers two types of
obituaries.

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral
date and place.

The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $225,
which allows families to publish extended death
notice information of their own choice and may
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid
Obituaries should be submitted through a
funeral home to: obits @turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.

Hamilton Memorial Library announces upcoming events

CHESTER - The Hamilton Memorial

Library portion of the building in Chester,
continues to be under construction, which
is expected to be completed sometime in
July.

Library staff will continue to hold
library hours on Tuesdays in the Council
on Aging room in the Chester town hall
from 1-6 p.m. and Thursdays at the
Chester Railway Station from 10 a.m.-3
p-m. with story and fun time for children
at 11 a.m. during this time.

Patrons may continue to use the
online CW MARS ordering system, which
they can access through a link on the web-
site by visiting www.hamilton-library.
org and book holds can be picked up at

both of the temporary locations. People
may return books at these locations or in
the book drop-off bin on School Street.
Library staff can be reached by emailing
chesterlibrary @gmail.com or by voice-
mail at 413-354-7808 for any questions
or RSVPs for events. They should leave a
name and number where they can return
their call.
July events

The library will be closed on
Thursday, July 4 in celebration of
Independence Day. The summer reading
program has begun and children of all ages
are encouraged to sign up. The library will
have some fun summer programs so visit
the website at www.hamilton-library.org,

Facebook: Hamilton Memorial Library
and Instagram: @chestermalibrary.

Kids Learn to Fish will be held
Thursday, July 11 at 11 a.m. at the Chester
Railway Station. This special event is
sponsored by the Massachusetts Cultural
Council. It is or children ages 2 to 6 and
there are no hooks. They will practice cast-
ing and reeling. Participants will receive
their own fishing rod. They must RSVP by
Tuesday, July 9.

The Nocturnals: Summer Book Club:
Chester Elementary School’s, One School,
One Book Summer Get-Together will be
held Thursday, July 11 at 2 p.m. at the
Chester Train Station. There will be treats
and crafts.

Book Club will meet on Wednesday,
July 17 at 4:30 p.m. They will be discuss-
ing the historical fiction bestseller, “The
Nightingale” by Kristin Hannah, while
enjoying light refreshments. Copies are
available. Writers Club will be taking the
summer off and will resume the second
Wednesday in September with a newly
structured meeting format.

Cookbook Club will now meet on
the fourth Wednesday of the month, next
meeting July 24 from 4:30-6 p.m. They
will be sampling recipes from “101 Asian
Dishes You Need to Cook Before You
Die,” by Jet Tila. Participants should stop
in for the book or to get a copy of one of
the recipes to share.

Classifieds
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COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE

TUNE-UPS

& REPAIR
A&M TUNE-UPS

Push Lawnmowers,
Riding Mowers and
Small Engine Repair.
Work done at your home.

FREE PICKUP OF
UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT

Call Mike (413) 348-7967

STUMP
GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind-
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi-
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413-
478-4212

413-213-5470

SAW Stump Grinding
Call for a Free Estimate, Veteran
Owned, Fully Insured
WWW.SAWSTUMP
GRINDING.COM
413-213-5470

CAS FOR

AND RE AIRABLE

CARS

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE
CASH PAID AS IS

CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE SHORKIE MALTI-POO
PUPPIES. Very cute, serious inqui-
ries only. Text or call 413-687-0530.

ASSISTANT MECHANIC

The Assistant Mechanic, works under
the Mechanic to repair and maintain a
wide variety of mechanical equipment
throughout the company.

Skills needed (but are not limited to):
Air brake knowledge, hydraulic knowl-
edge, small engine repairs, welding,
and fabricating (body work skills a
plus). Must own your own tools. CDL
a plus but not required; Self-motivat-
ed, committed only need apply. Back-
ground checks, driver records and
drug testing required. This is a full time
position. Email resume and interest to
admin@jrsweeping.com or call
413-786-2168.

TOWN OF WILBRAHAM

EMERGENCY
DISPATCHER - P/T & F/T
PUBLIC SAFETY NETWORK
SYSTEMS ANALYST
RECYCLING ATTENDANT - P/T

The Town of Wilbraham is looking to fill
several vacancies. For application and
more information please visit www.
wilbraham-ma.gov. EOE

VACUUM SWEEPER OPERATOR
3rd shift sweeper operator — operate
vacuum sweeper at various route sites.
Experience preferred but not required.
No CDL required. MUST obtain a DOT
card and have a clean driving record
and be dependable. Wil train qualified
applicants. Email resume and interest
to admin@jrsweeping.com or call
413-786-2168.

LAND FOR SALE

HAMILTON LAKE, HOLLAND,
MA. Small private surveyed 41 ft.
waterfront lot with boat launch. Dock
and picnic table area. Quiet dead end
Brandon St. Unused swimming ROW.
Jim 508-868-6157, Peg 508-
723-3433. $25,000. Taxes $224 year.

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
MONDAY AT NOON

Each

FOR RENT

$12.50

SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES

Call us at 413.283.8393

Digital Photos

TURLEY PUBLICATIONS, INC.

Purchase a photo that recently ran
in one of our publications. Go to
newspapers.turley.com/photo-request

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised
herein is subject to the Federal Fair
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to
advertise “any preference, limitation, or
discrimination because of race, color,
religion, sex, handicap, familial status,
or national origin, or intention to make
any such preference, limitation, or dis-
crimination.” We will not knowingly ac-
cept any advertising for real estate
which is in violation of the law. All per-
sons are hereby informed that all
dwellings advertised are available on
an equal opportunity basis.

OFFICE FOR RENT: Montgomery
Market Place, 46 Main Rd., Montgom-
ery. Lovely & spacious, $450/mo. In-
cludes utilities. Call 413-977-6277.

vl |

Post your
job openings
in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS!

Whether you're
buying or
selling,...

e & ASSIFIEI]S

413.283.8393 ¢ classifieds@turley.com
24 Water St., Palmer ¢ 80 Main St., Ware




page 12 Country Journal e Thursday, July 4, 2024

HILLTOWN HIKING ADVENTURES
Hikers explore Blandford Conservationarea

BLANDFORD - Carl Herrick Knittel Conservation
Area in Blandford, beautiful in every season a true
gem and one of the only passive recreation spaces
in Blandford thanks to the Town of Blandford,
Conservation Commission and Mr. Dick Gates for
preserving this area abutting the Cobble Mountain
Watershed. Trails are on both sides of Herrick Road
to experience a true nature experience with mountain
laurel in full bloom, Kyanite ledges and the very active
beaver pond. This is the white blazed 2 mile loop from
the trailhead kiosk on Herrick Road.
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An aerial view of Nancy enjoying the trail
around the beaver pond.

The intricate beaver pond dam has four tiers on this side
of the pond.

Sit | Above, Frankie the Frenchie cools off
B in the pond. Left, a view of the active
beaver lodge. Submitted photos  Mountain laurel is shown in full bloom.

Send Us Your
Autumn Event
Information

Turley Publications wiill
print your Autumn event

Community
Autumn Events

Event Should Be Non-Profit
& Open to the Public

FREE Calendar Listings Reaching over

200,000 Readers in the Pioneer Valley

Event Name
FREE OF CHARGE inour I
Autumn Fest Supplement I ..
which will be published
September 11, 2024. | . ..

Total circulation of 85,000
reaching over 200,000 readers
in the Pioneer Valley.

Deadline
for C_algndaf

MAIL YOUR LISTING INFORMATION TO:
Turley Publications, Attn: Jamie Joslyn, 24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069

or email* them to: jamie@turley.com
*Be sure to indicate “Autumn Event” in the subject line of your email.



