My dream is of a place and a time where America will once again be seen as the last best hope of earth.” — Abraham Lincoln
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Superintendent reflects
on four years at Gateway

Smidy leavind district
in August, taking post
with the New England
Association of
Schools and Colleges

By Wendy Long
Correspondent

Gateway Superintendent
Kristen Smidy announced
she is leaving Gateway
later this summer to accept
a job with the New England
Association of Schools and
Colleges.

She will serve as an
Associate Director of the
organization and will over-
see the accreditation of
15 schools a year. She was
selected from 185 candidates
for the position.

Smidy holds a
Bachelor’s Degree in histo-

ry and Master’s
Degree in educa-
tion, both from
the University of
Massachusetts
Amherst. She
also earned
a Certificate
of Advanced
Graduate Study
in education-
al leadership
from Boston
University.

She has risen rapidly
through the administrative
levels of area public schools.
Her first teaching job was
as a middle school histo-
ry teacher in Springfield,
which she did for five years.
From there, she moved to
Hampshire Regional High
School as an Assistant
Principal, then serving as
Principal for eight years.
Four years ago, Smidy was

Kristen Smidy

selected as the
Superintendent
of the Gateway
Regional School
District, a position
that had opened
with the retirement
of former superin-
tendent Dr. David
B. Hopson.

Smidy grant-
ed an interview
with the Country
Journal to reflect on her
time at Gateway. “It’s been
a real pleasure. I feel like
I’ve grown a lot, myself,”
she said. “I’ve enjoyed the
work here and the students.
There’s something special in
the hilltowns that you don’t
know about until you’re here.
People come together and get
work done.”

She was asked why she
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Gateway hires former DESE official

Joan Tuttle is
Gateway's new

position with
the Louisiana
Department

Director of of Education.
Accountability She said you
are assigned at

and Grants the state level
but work in

By Wendy Long the lowest per-
Correspondent forming school
to lead a turn-

Until Joan Tuttle around. “The
quite recent- great thing

ly, Joan Tuttle served as
the Director of the West/
Central Regional Assistance
Team-part of the Statewide
System of Support-for the
Massachusetts Department
of Elementary and
Secondary Education.

Beginning Tuesday,
July 1, she will become the
Director of Accountability
and Grants for the Gateway
Regional School District.
Tuttle worked at DESE for
nearly twenty years.

Prior to that job, she
had taught in Massachusetts
and Florida before taking
a Distinguished Educator

about Louisiana’s model
was having an immediate
impact on the students,”
Tuttle said. When she
returned to Massachusetts
in 2005, she said all of
the work was monitoring
school performance but not
providing any assistance.
She was tasked with creat-
ing an office to provide sys-
temic support and enjoyed
partnering with district and
school leaders and decid-
ing how to leverage support
and resources. “I believe we
had a positive impact in the
statewide system of sup-
port,” she said.

This position replac-
es the Curriculum Director
post, which is being vacated
by Deanna LeBlanc who is
leaving to become curric-
ulum director in Maynard
Public Schools.

When asked what had
interested her in coming
to Gateway, Tuttle said, “I
already knew Gateway was
a wonderful district with
great teachers. I’'m here to
support and problem solve
with teachers. We’re all in
this together, through sup-
port, partnership and col-
laboration. I'm excited to
jump in and continue the
great things that are under-
way.”

Tuttle said that
Gateway has done a phe-
nomenal job of getting
high quality instructional
materials into the schools.
Implementing these with
fidelity gives students
robust learning experienc-
es, but is at different phases
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HUNTINGTON

Select Board discuss well contamination of residence near Basket Street Landfill

By Wendy Long
Correspondent

Issues related to the
Basket Street Landfill and
the new Police Chief’s con-
tract were the top agenda
items at the Wednesday,
June 18 select board meet-
ing.

Attending were mem-
bers William Hathaway and
John McVeigh, with Town
Administrator Jennifer

Peloquin. The Basket Street
Landfill has been capped for
years, but has contaminat-
ed the household well at 51
Basket St.. A recent inter-
view with Board of Health
Secretary, John Bergeron
revealed Perfluoroalkyl and
Polyfluoroalkyl Substances
in the house’s water sam-
ple. According to the United
States Environmental
Protection Agency web-
site, PFAS is a general term

that refers to a collection
of chemicals created by
industry since the 1940s
and found in the ground, in
water and even in the blood
of humans and animals
throughout the world.

These chemicals are
slow to break down and
studies have shown that
some present health risks to
humans and animals. Health
risks depend upon the par-
ticular chemicals that were

detected from this group,
but include several forms of
cancer, increased cholester-
ol, decreased fertility and a
risk of high blood pressure
in pregnant women. In addi-
tion, the EPA lists impact on
the body’s immune system
and developmental effects
on infants and children that
are tied to PFAS. As such,
the Huntington Board of
Health has been providing
bottled water to the house-

hold since the test result
came back.

Peloquin announced
that the latest water sample
at 51 also detected radon.
Initially, the BOH was look-
ing at a filtration system
for that home, but the addi-
tion of radon would require
a more expensive system.
She added that DEP has not
given them a specific date
to remedy this issue and test
results for the other homes

in the proximity are not back
yet.

The Huntington Water
Department will put in a
temporary water line start-
ing next week, at a cost of
$2,000 to $5,000. Hathaway
asked that Bergeron and
someone from the Water
Department go door to door
in that area to explain what
is happening and answer

MEETING, page 3

BLANDFORD

Fairgrounds pavilion excavation, new construction begins

By Mary Kronholm
Correspondent

Ditch digging and foun-
dation excavating were
tasks this weekend at the
Blandford Fairgrounds on
North Street.

“Yes, even on top of a
mountain you need drainage
ditches,” said Fair President
Matt Ripley Saturday morn-
ing. Ripley and Fair Vice
President Greg Girard,
along with other volunteers,
spent the weekend getting
things ready for this year’s
156th Labor Day Union
Agricultural Society Fair,
aka, the Blandford Fair.

The Massachusetts
Department of Agricultural
Resources awarded the Fair
a $100,000 grant for the pur-
pose of constructing a new,
free-standing pavilion to be
located just to the east of
the historic Calling Tower,
where a performance stage
was originally located.

The old stage is gone

Excavation work for the building pad for the new pavilion.

and its replacement will last
a lifetime. The building itself
will be 30 by 80 feet on a
concrete pad. This was the
project worked on this week-
end.

The roof will be metal
with a metal ceiling and a
storage unit at the south
end. The roof will be held
up by pressure treated beams
that will be about five feet
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into the ground in cement.
Strictly speaking, Girard
said, “It’s a pole barn.”

It is the protection of the
uprights that brought about
the installation/construc-

Fair President Matt Ripley directs Fair Vice President Greg Girard

as he deposits gravel in a drainage ditch.

tion of the large-ish maze of
drainage ditches.

The water table on the
grounds, according to Girard,
is high and it is important to
keep the water away; not just

to protect the wood, but to
prevent frost heaves.

It’s the frost heaves
that have caused many of
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Story Cafe set to take stage on June 29 at arts festival

HUNTINGTON - The
2025 North Hall Arts Festival
season opens Sunday, June 29
at 2 p.m. with The Story Cafe,
a celebration of the Pioneer
Valley’s large, rich and enor-
mously talented short-story
authors.

Combining the work of
Pioneer Valley authors Ellen
Barry, Emily Everett, Kim
Keough, Barbara Lucey,
Rick Paar and Christopher
J. Sparks with the talents of
favorite Pioneer Valley actors
Ellen Barry, Raye Birk,
Candace Barrett Birk and
Tosh Foerster, The Story Cafe
will transport the audience
through the magic of the spo-
ken word into worlds of joy,
discovery and connection.

Ellen Barry appeared in
nearly 100 classical and con-
temporary roles in New York
City and at regional theatres
across the country. A graduate
of Northwestern University
where Candace and Raye
Birk were classmates, she
also has wide experience
behind the scenes as stage
manager, development/ mar-
keting consultant and script
reader for Broadway, Off-
Broadway and regional pro-
ductions. Ellen and her late
husband, Paul Barry, founded
the New Jersey Shakespeare
Festival, now Shakespeare
Theatre of New Jersey. Her
North Hall appearances over

many years includ-
ed her one-wom-

an shows Lizzie
Borden at Eight
O’Clock, The

Infinite Variety
of Shakespeare’s
Women, readings of
numerous plays and
last year’s inaugu-
ral Story Cafe.
Candace Barrett
Birk is involved in
many facets of the arts com-
munity throughout her career
as actor, teacher, director and
administrator. She has been
a member of several theater
companies including the
Milwaukee Repertory Theatre,
the Oregon Shakespeare
Festival, the American
Conservatory Theatre, the
Chester Theatre Company
and the Guthrie Theater. She
was the Director of the Young
Conservatory at A.C.T.; the
Founder and Director of The
Academy of Theater and
Media Arts in San Francisco;
the Executive Director of the
Children’s Museum of Los
Angeles and the Director
of Mythica: The Center for
World Mythology. She is
delighted to be returning to
North Hall for a third season.
Raye Birk is delight-
ed to be back at North Hall
and bring The Story Cafe to
the North Hall community
for the second year. He has

Ellen Barry

worked in regional theatres
throughout the country includ-
ing playing leading roles for
9 seasons with the American
Conservatory Theatre in San
Francisco and 15 seasons
at the Guthrie Theater in
Minneapolis.

Emily Everett is an edi-
tor and writer from west-
ern Massachusetts. Her
debut novel All That Life
Can Afford is the Reese’s
Book Club pick for April
2025, out now from Putnam
Books. Everett grew up
on her parents’ dairy farm
in Williamsburg, stud-
ied English and music at
Smith College, and earned
an MA in literature from
Queen Mary University
of London. Her work has
appeared in the New York
Times Modern Love column,
the Kenyon Review, Electric
Literature, Tin House
and Mississippi Review. She
is managing editor at The

Candace Barrett Birk

Raye Birk

Common literary magazine in
Ambherst and a Massachusetts
Cultural Council Fellow in
Fiction.

Tosh Forester grew up
in Amherst and has been act-
ing and performing stand-
up comedy since graduat-
ing Amherst High School in
2016. In addition to perform-
ing in plays such as When
Last We Flew and The Glass
Menagerie, Tosh worked with
his father and director, Rand
Foerster, on the one man
show Johnny Got His Gun. As
well as acting in on-stage per-
formances, Hw has appeared
in music videos and short
films over the years and is
excited to make his return to
Western Mass as a narrator
for Story Cafe.

Kim Keough received
her BA in English from
Mount Holyoke College. Her
poetry and photography has
appeared in Meat for Tea:
The Valley Review. She is the

Tosh Foerster

former director of
Voices from Inside, a
writing program for
incarcerated and for-
merly-incarcerated
women. She lives in
Williamsburg.

Barbara Lucey,
a Holyoke native, has
been writing since
producing her first
play at age 9. She is
the author of “Meet
Jimmy Fox” for young read-
ers, with illustrations by
Nancy Haver, from Gallery of
Readers Press. Her fiction has
appeared in a dozen antholo-
gies and she was awarded an
OCARC writer’s residency in
a Provincetown dune shack.
After spending her young
working life in film produc-
tion, she specialized in non-
profit financial management
at The Food Bank of Western
Mass and the Five College
consortium and is now a part-
time nonprofit financial con-
sultant and editor. She loves to
sing jazz standards.

Derek Paar, making his
second appearance in Story
Cafe, is a psychologist.
Twenty-five years ago he real-
ized that literature, in many
ways, does a better job of
understanding what it means
to be human, so he switched
from writing academic essays
to short stories, novels and a
travel memoir, “God Bless

America and Breakfast
Burritos to Go,” that was pub-
lished December 2022. He is
on the Board of Directors of
Straw Dog Writers Guild in
Northampton and was a col-
umnist for the Massachusetts
Psychological Association
Quarterly. He lives in Western
Massachusetts, has two grown
children, Chelsea and Nick
and a grandson, Wyatt.

Christopher J. Starks is
a writer, historian and web
strategist. He is a historian on
Northampton State Hospital
and author of Minotaur, a
memoir in progress. His work
blends narrative history with
personal reflection, and his
research has been featured in
local historical archives.

All performances are
free; donations are welcomed.
People should come early to
get a good seat; doors open
about 1:30 p.m. People may
visit the website at www.
northhallhuntington.org for
program updates. North Hall
is wheelchair accessible and
air conditioned.

The seven program series
is sponsored by the Westfield
Bank, Easthampton Savings
Bank, the Massachusetts
Cultural Council,\ and
Cultural Councils of
Cummington, Huntington,
Middlefield, Montgomery,
Russell, Westhampton and
Worthington.

North Hall Association presents free programs including Seeger tribute

HUNTINGTON - The
North Hall Association pres-
ents its 2025 Historic North
Hall Arts Festival with seven
free programs in June, July,
August, September and
October at North Hall, 40
Searle Road. All events are
held on Sundays at 2 p.m.
and the doors open about
1:30 p.m.

The 2025 North Hall
Arts Festival season opens
Sunday, June 29 with The
Story Cafe. The Story
Cafe is a celebration of
the Pioneer Valley’s large,
rich, and enormously tal-
ented short-story authors.
Combining the work of
Pioneer Valley authors Ellen
Barry, Emily Everett, Kim
Keough, Barbara Lucey,
Rick Paar and Christopher
J. Sparks with the talents
of favorite Pioneer Valley
actors Ellen Barry, Raye
Birk, Candace Barrett Birk,
and Tosh Foerster, The Story
Cafe will transport the audi-
ence through the magic of
the spoken word into worlds
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of joy, discovery and con-
nection.

On Sunday, July 13
at The Festival will present
Seeger, a Pete Seeger trib-
ute by writer/performer
Randy Noojin. His critically
acclaimed multimedia solo
shows premiered at The New
York

International Fringe
Festival and continue to tour
nationwide.

Also in July, “A Smaller
Place,” a Mitch Giannunzio
play, returns to North Hall
for a benefit performance on
July 27. The cast includes
the award-winning actress,
Ellen Barry and Broadway’s
Book of Mormon star, P.J.
Adzima. The performance
will be directed and intro-
duced by Kenneth Tigar, the
play’s original Jack from a
reading 40 years ago at the
founding presentation of the
North Hall Arts Festival.

On Aug. 3, Trio Mundo
presents a fun, rhythmically
compelling, dynamic and lyr-
ical program, “Mediterranean
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to the Caribbean” with vio-
linist Robert Lehman, cellist
Rebecca Hartka and guitar-
ist/composer Jose Lezcano.
This unique combination of
instruments moves fluidly
through a range of styles.

Meadow Flutes is a flute
quartet consisting of west-
ern Massachusetts residents:
Lynn Winsor, Kim Figeuroa,
Andrea Taupier and Nancy
Miller. They will be perform-
ing on C Flute, Piccolo, Alto
Flute and Bass Flute on Aug.
24. Their concerts include
a wide variety of classical,
Celtic, popular, traditional
and ecclesiastical styles.

Opera Arias and
Broadway Musical Showcase
will return to the North
Hall stage on Sept. 7. This
accomplished New York City
ensemble of tenor Antonio
Abate, soprano Amy Orsulak
and Jerome Tan on piano,
will be performing celebrat-
ed opera arias and Broadway
musical solo, duet and trio
favorites.

Perennial favorites, Old
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Randy Noojin will reprise Seeger, his Pete Seeger tribute, Sunday,
July 13 at 2 p.m. on the North Hall stage.

Country Road Band, dedi-
cated to the Golden Age of
Country Music will close
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out the 2025 Festival on
Oct. 5. Performers Dan
Pilachowski, flat-pick-

ing guitar; Ron Jackson,
rhythm guitar, vocals;
Mark Leveille, mandolin,
vocals; Dave Helman, stand-
up bass and Chris Boucher,
banjo will play songs that
take the audience back to
the Grand Ole Opry, the
Ryman Auditorium and the
Nashville bluegrass of Hank
Williams and Patsy Cline.

All performances are
free; donations are wel-
comed. Seating is limited to
the first 75 attendees. Doors
open about 1:30 p.m. People
may visit the website at
www.northhallhuntington.org
for program updates. North
Hall is wheelchair accessible
and air conditioned.

The seven pro-
gram series is sponsored
by the Westfield Bank,
Easthampton Savings
Bank, the Massachusetts
Cultural Council and
Cultural Councils of:
Cummington, Huntington,
Middlefield, Montgomery,
Russell, Westhampton and
Worthington.

Are you having difficulty communicating
with your partner, struggling with
boundaries, and healthy relationships?
We invite you to join us
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
to explore these topics and more.
This group will be held in zoom, is
educational, confidential, and free.

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.

Call Today
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HUNTINGTON

Summer reading offer epic adventure

HUNTINGTON - The
Huntington Public Library
recently closed so that con-
tractors could replace the
library windows.

Director Amanda
Loiselle had to be in the
library while the contrac-
tors were there and decided
to use her time to create a
theme and materials for this
year’s summer reading pro-
gram and create it she did.

This summer, adventur-
ers of all ages will embark
on a Dungeon and Dragons
journey through the mythi-
cal world of Ceron.

Patrons, who sign up,
can travel to and through
the imaginary settlements
of Stonelighte, Windshaw,
Ashtear, Windgate,
Camleigh, Ragehille and
Oakwich, ending their quest
in Rozchild. Each settle-
ment has its own character-
istics and weekly activities
at the library will be tied to
them. For example, during

MEETING

week one, readers will
arrive in Windshaw, collect
a Dungeon and Dragons
die, visit the alchemist’s
shop for slime making and
the clothier shop to create a
dice bag. There will even be
a no-sew option for younger
children.

By the end of the seven
weeks, participants will
have all of the dice need-
ed to play Dungeons and
Dragons. Along their journe,
which is tracked on a map
where readers log their
reading minutes, they will
be immersed in ancient for-
ests, sun-drenched plains,
vibrant seashores, deso-
late wastelands and frozen
plains.

The summer read-
ing program kicks off on
Saturday, June 28. The
library will be open from 10
a.m.-2 p.m. and those sign-
ing up will create their char-
acter and receive a packet of
information about the jour-

ney they are about to take.
This will include a page of
50 sticker “dots” to place
on the map of Ceron as they
move along by reaching
their reading targets.
Children ages 5 and
under will place a dot along
their map for reading 15
minutes a day or 1 hour and
45 minutes a week. The ante
is upped for those aged 6
- 12, who will place a dot
when they read 30 to min-
utes a day or 3.5 hours a
week. For ages 13 and over
and adults are welcome to
take part a dot on the map is
earned for reading an hour a
day or seven hours a week;
also finishing a book will
automatically meet the read-
ing goal for that week and
move them through the map.
In addition to things
like a scavenger hunt at the
library, potion making and
creating fairy light jars, the
program will include visits
from a traveling bard (sto-

ryteller), a wizard (Ed the
Wizard who will help peo-
ple create balloon dragons)
and some extra surprises.
All participants will receive
a Dungeons and Dragons
bookmark and there will
also be a couple of work-
shops where people can
learn how to play Dungeons
and Dragons. The summer
reading party will take place
on Saturday, Aug. 23 where
those who complete the
journey through Ceron will
be knighted.

This program is sup-
ported by state aid funding
for libraries, town fund-
ing for the library and the
Friends of the Huntington
Public Library. This year’s
summer reading theme from
the Massachusetts Library
System is “Level Up at
Your Library” and is tied
to gaming. Loiselle chose
Dungeons and Dragons
as the theme for the
Huntington Public Library.

Library Director Amanda Loiselle will unveil the mythical world
of Ceron during the summer reading program. Participants will
undergo an epic journey as they log reading time and will collect

a new die each week.

Turley photo by Wendy Long
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questions. The cost of the
bottled water and this tem-
porary water line will be
borne by the BOH. Work
will be done by Down to
Earth Excavating, operated
by brothers Paul and Randy
LaPointe.

Police Chief vehicle

Peloquin reported that
new Police Chief Brian
Kowal, who starts July 1
at a salary of $83,000 had
one issue with his employ-
ment contract. Kowal, who
lives in West Springfield,
objected to having to leave
his town-owned police car
in Huntington after each
shift. He explained that the
logistics of this just don’t
work and would impair his
response time in an emer-

gency. McVeigh pointed out
that Kowal has a light bar
for his regular car and that
the fire chief leaves his vehi-
cle at the fire station.
Hathaway noted
that mileage on the vehi-
cle could add up quick-
ly, going back and forth to
West Springfield. Kowal
had said that this was the
arrangement that most chiefs
had with their towns and
Peloquin pointed out that
they were running out of
time to negotiate. Allowing
Kowal to take his police
vehicle home was approved
by Hathaway and McVeigh.

Police Chief transition
Retiring Police Chief
Robert Garriepy updated the
board on the transition activ-

ities underway to onboard
Kowal. At his request, the
board signed a statement
authorizing Garriepy to
complete Kowal’s back-
ground check, which is
more extensive now that the
Massachusetts Peace Officer
Standards and Training regu-
lations are in place. Garriepy
will work at a higher rate (to
be determined) while he is
acclimating Kowal. Once
he is done and has a break
in service, Garriepy will
become a patrolman and his
hourly rate will be reduced.
The Board and Garriepy will
meet Monday at 5:30 p.m. to
set this higher rate.

In other business, the
board approved vacation car-
ryovers (one unused week
is allowed with approv-
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al) for Peloquin, Highway
Superintendent Brad
Curry, Dave Przbyla of the
Highway Department and
John Berry from the Water
and Sewer Department.
Hathaway asked Peloquin to
start reminding employees in
January to use up their vaca-
tion time.

New Tax Collector

Peloquin reported
that the new Assistant Tax
Collector Michael Brennan
started work on June 16 and
has been able to work with
Collector Sue Fopiano quite
a bit this week. This is an
appointed position and the
Select Board determined
the end of his contract will
be June 30, 2026 in keep-
ing with previous Assistant

Collector Anna Horkun.

Local Cultural Council

Two members of the
Local Cultural Council,
Linda SIska and Amanda
Loisell, need to come off
the council after serv-
ing two consecutive three-
year terms. As required by
the Massachusetts Cultural
Council, they can return
after a one year absence.
Lynn Winsor will be com-
ing back on, in a term set to
expire on June 30, 2028.

Email address protocol
Peloquin announced
that town employees are not
happy with the new email
address protocol announced
by the Select Board earli-
er this year. She suggested

putting the change on hold
until the board has a chance
to discuss this at their next
meeting on Wednesday, July
2.

Other business

Peloquin also remind-
ed people of the online
MassDOT meeting on
Wednesday, June 25 from
6-7 p.m., and information
has been phoned to all resi-
dents. The project, she said,
is slated to take almost five
years with work being done
(leaving a one lane roadway)
in the warmer months only.

McVeigh would like to
explore a way to connect
Internet lines at various town
buildings and have every-
thing on one bill. The meet-
ing adjourned at 6:32 p.m.
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SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor

What about non-caréer
Veterans and their
VA healthcare?

Dear Rusty:

In your answer to the
retired U.S. Navy veter-
an about why he is forced
to enroll in Medicare,
you focused on military
TriCare’s requirement
for the member to enroll
in Medicare. But you said
nothing about regular VA
health care. If a non-ca-
reer veteran is eligible for
VA health care, couldn’t
that be used in place of
Medicare?

Signed: Veteran Advocate

Dear Veteran Advocate:

Thank you for your
feedback. FYI, I have pre-
viously explained numer-
ous times that veterans
who rely on the VA for
100% of their healthcare
can, indeed, disenroll from
Medicare Part B (thus sav-
ing the monthly Part B pre-
mium). I don’t personally
recommend it because of
my personal experience,
but it certainly is possible
to do so.

Personally, I use
the VA for some of my
healthcare needs usual-
ly an annual checkup and
optometry services at my
local VA clinic, which is
only a mile away from
where I live. But for any
extensive treatment needs
medical tests, etc., I must
travel about 40 miles to the
nearest VA hospital facil-
ity.

For contrast, I have
numerous private health-
care services, specialists
and hospitals very near
where I live, but to use
them under the VA T must
get VA preapproval and use
only certain VA approved
providers, which is incon-
venient for me.

Personally, I prefer
the freedom to go to any
healthcare service pro-
vider I choose, without
restriction, at any time I
need to. So, I use my VA
coverage when it is con-
venient for me, but rely

also on non-VA, Medicare-
approved specialists who
I can choose to use or not
at will. For me, it’s a mat-
ter of convenience and the
freedom to use whichever
healthcare provider I want.

That said, I fully
understand that some vet-
erans rely exclusively on
the VA for their health-
care needs, and I have
explained to many who
have written to me that
they have that option. I
have also published several
public articles about this
as well. Here is one such
article:

https://socialsecuri-
tyreport.org/ask-rusty-
why-should-a-veteran-pay-
for-medicare/

So, please rest
assured that we regularly
advise our veterans about
their healthcare options
under Medicare, includ-
ing the ability to decline
Medicare Part B coverage
if they have full VA health-
care coverage. FYI, free
Medicare Part A (inpatient
hospitalization coverage) is
mandatory to collect Social
Security after age 65, but
Medicare Part B coverage
is always optional because
there is a premium associ-
ated with Part B.

A veteran can decline
Medicare Part B cover-
age and save that month-
ly premium, but they
would need to contact
Social Security to do so.
Social Security will want
to interview the veteran
to ensure they are aware
of the potential financial
consequences of not hav-
ing Medicare Part B. And
they may need to file form
CMS-1763 Request for
Termination. But a non-ca-
reer veteran can opt out of
Medicare Part B if they get
all of their healthcare ser-
vices through the Veterans
Administration.

The Association
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Correction

In the June 12 Country Journal, Lois Leonardo Bell’s
age was incorrectly listed as 90 under Middlefield COA

news. She turned 77.

In the Middlefield election article, the date was listed
with the correct date in the article and the wrong date in
the headline. The election is Saturday, July 19. Early vot-
ing takes place on the other date listed July 14.

Corrections policy

If you notice a factual error in our pages,
please let us know, so that we can set the record
straight. Email information to countryjournal @
turley.com, or call us at 413-283-8393. Corrections
will be printed in the same section where the error

originally occurred.
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U.S. Army marks 250 years of service

I would like to say thank
you to our men and women
of our U.S. Army for your
250 years of service to our
country.

They have stood the line
to keep us free. The men and
women of the Army have
served us with honor, distinc-
tion and heroism and pride.
They have served with dis-
tinction in many wars and
conflicts, over the past 250
years.

As I traveled on June
14 T noticed a number of
protests on my way to my
daughter’s home. They were
complaining about a no king

GUEST COLUMN

or something like that. I
knew it was not about King
George the Third of England.
He’s dead.

I was dismayed to think
that so many people would
take a day, meant to honor
250 years of service of the
U.S. Army and make it
something else. I must say
how small those people must
be too deprive the men and
women who served with
honor, to be treated with such
disrespect.

These men and women
stood the line to protect us
and to hold your right to
protest them. And then to be

treated like they are insig-
nificant and don’t matter is
unjustifiable.There isn’t any
excuse for way you have
behaved, when they have
given so much for us. I also
believe there will be no apol-
ogy forth coming from these
protesters either. Some peo-
ple are too self righteous or
to arrogant too admit they
were wrong. It is what peo-
ple do that determine their
character, not what they say,
so sad.
Thank you for your 250
years of service.
Ted Cousineau
Blandford

Renovate your

started over with new

Istrawberry plants this
year, but for those

of you who are

completing your

harvest, it’s high

time to renovate

your patch so that

it will remain pro-

ductive.

Sure, it will be
hard work, but it’s
absolutely necessary
if you want to keep
the berries coming!

First, get up the courage
to run the lawnmower over
your row of strawberries. Yes,
you heard correctly. This will
give you an opportunity to
see what you have to work
with in a dense planting, as
well as cut down on foliar
diseases.

Set the mower at a
height of two and a half to
three inches and use the bag-
ger attachment if you have
one. Small plantings can
be clipped away by hand.
Compost the leaves away
from your patch.

e

Now, assess your sur-
roundings and think back to
when you were doing all that
picking. Was your back sore
from reaching in to a very
wide row? Were most of your
berries on the small side? If
you answered yes to both of
these questions, then serious
renovation is in order.

Use the tiller or a shovel
to shrink your row back to a
manageable width. Fourteen
inches is about as wide as the
experts recommend. Choose
the healthiest part of your
row and measure out fourteen

strawberry patch, divide irises

inches. Then, remove all the
runners that have emerged
outside of the
boundaries.

Those
of us in the
business of
growing
things
usually
find this part

difficult. “Can’t
just this one stay?”
Ease your guilt

by giving away the
extras; or, use them to start
another patch.

Next, get rid of any
“mother” plants that are four
years or older. Unfortunately,
they have aged beyond their
productivity. Simply dig them
up and send them off to the
compost pile.

Finally, remove daugh-
ter plants that are spaced
closer than four inches from
one another- another diffi-
cult task, but one that must
be accomplished if we want

GARDEN, page 6

Sheriff urges you to hang up on criminals

By Hampshire Sheriff
Patrick J. Cahillane
Guest Columnist

am again asking the
residents of Hampshire

County to join togeth-
er to help stop the crime of
phone scamming.

Artificial Intelligence
is playing a part in work-
ing to undermine the sys-
tem of criminal justice both
locally and nationwide. My
best advice is please do not

engage in conversation with
people who call you that you
do not know who claim they
are from a law enforcement
agency.

Within the past few
months, I have issued to
our local media and posted
to the Hampshire Sheriff’s
Office Facebook page mul-
tiple statements alerting
Hampshire County resi-
dents to the prevalence of
phone scammers posing as
employees of the Hampshire

Sheriff’s Office in an effort
to extract personal informa-
tion or extort money.

It distresses me to
report that scammers using
this same technique are
at it again. The calls typi-
cally begin with the caller
making a vague threat that
the receiver has missed a
court appearance, or some
appointment at the jail, and
ends with attempts to extract

CRIMINALS, page 5

Country Journal welcomes Election letters to the editor

The Country Journal welcomes
readers to participate in this year’s
election campaigns by writing letters
to the editor for publication on these
pages. Letters of up to 250 words
from local residents endorsing can-
didates on the ballot or discussing
campaign issues should be sent to
The Country Journal, care of Turley
Publications, 24 Water St., Palmer,
MA 01069, faxed to 413-289-1977
or emailed to countryjournal @turley.

com. Please include a daytime tele-
phone number for verification pur-
poses (it will not be printed). Letters
must be received by noon Friday
to be considered for the following
Thursday’s newspaper. No attack let-
ters will be printed. No letters written
by candidates supporting their own
candidacy will be printed. If the vol-
ume of letters received is larger than
the space available in the newspaper,
or if the letters become repetitive, the

newspaper reserves the right to print
a representative sample. No endorse-
ment letters will be printed in the last
edition before the election. For more
information, call 413-283-8393.

Campaign news
As part of its election cover-
age, the newspaper plans to print
stories about contested races for
Congress, state Senate, state House,
district attorney and Governor’s

Council during the weeks leading
up to the election, as well as a ques-
tion-and-answer voters guide. In
order to ensure fairness to all candi-
dates, no political press releases will

be printed, nor will reporters cover

political rallies or fundraisers.

Candidates who wish to further
publicize their candidacy, beliefs and
events may contact advertising, 413-
283-8393 about paid advertising in
The Country Journal.

PATRICK H. TURLEY
CEO

KEITH TURLEY
President
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OPINION

By Deborah Daniels
Correspondent

ttending the Brimfield
flea market, for the
first time in May, I

ran across a curious square
metal basket on a long metal
handle.

I turned to the vendor
Richard Wright Jr., a man
long in years and asked what
is it? A soap saver he replied.
‘Pon my word, apparently
I’m not the only one saving
those shards of bar soap.
He explained that soap ends
were placed in the basket and
then swished around in the
washing bucket, a touchless
laundry system if you will.

Well I remember my
mother’s bucket soaking my
father‘s used handkerchiefs
and I knew immediately she
would’ve appreciated this
device. I know many of us
have laundry we would rather
not touch so it stands to rea-
son this device would have
been in every household.

This brought me to
thinking about the history
of soap. What is it made of
and how did pioneers make
soap? Soap is made by mix-
ing an oil or fat with sodium
hydroxide otherwise known
as lye.

Before we get into the
history of soap, let’s clari-
fy that detergent is not the
same as soap. Detergent
uses enzymes and surfac-
tants to lift dirt and grease
off objects. Bar soap involves
a chemical reaction between
oil that is found in fat and
lye, which is a strong alka-
li found in ashes made from
burning wood. So colonial
people made soap by collect-
ing the ashes from burned
hardwood and placing it in
a barrel. They saved the fat
from butchering hogs for
soap making. Then rainwater
was poured onto the ashes
in the barrel and the liquid
that was filtered through the
ashes was lye. The strength
of the lye was tested by float-
ing a small raw egg or potato

CRIMINALS

in the barrel. If the egg float-
ed halfway beneath the sur-
face, it was considered ideal
for soap making.

If you wanted to make
the lye stronger, you would
boil down the water or add
more ashes. Put another way,
the lye solution was ready
when it dissolved a chick-
en feather so caustic it was.
Another way they tested
the lye strength was that it
should just tingle the tongue
when tasted. The stored
fat had to be rendered or
cleansed.

Here it was mixed with
water and boiled until the fat
was melted. Then they added
more water to a kettle and
cleansed the fat by boiling
it. Then this was allowed to
cool overnight where the fat
solidified and floated to the
top. This was now clean fat,
that was skimmed off and
used for soap making. Next
the lye solution and the fat
was boiled over an open fire
until everything was thick
and frothy. It is now soap that
they would pour into a pan or
mold.

The boiling process
could take as much as 6 to
8 hours. It would set in the
molds after 24 hours.Then it
would be put out to dry or
cure for four weeks where
the water evaporated out of
the soap.

There was a lot of myth
involved in soap making such
as recipes for stirring the
soap using only a Sassafras
stick or stir only in one direc-
tion or avoid making soap
during a full moon, and by
all means you should know
the tides and phases of the
moon when making soap.

Furthermore many
batches of soap were botched
before one batch came out
right, in other words you
expected failure the first time
you tried to make soap.

Some other soap facts:
transparent soap was first
made by Andrew Pears in
London in 1807. William
Proctor and James Gamble

HILLTOWN HISTORY
Making soap the old fashioned way

made a pure white bar of
soap called Ivory soap in
1863.This bar of soap float-
ed.

It competed with the
Spanish castile soap. Castile
soap uses pure olive oil as
a base for its soap making.
Castile soap was the leading
brand of soap in Europe at
the time. The floating was
attributed to just air whipped
into the formula and they
claimed that it indicated
premium purity. William
Proctor was originally a can-
dle maker and he diversified
into soap making perhaps he
foresaw that Edison‘s electric
light was on the horizon. And
this would have put his can-
dle making business out of
business.

B.J. Johnson develop
soap from palm and olive oil
in 1898. That became very
popular so much so that
the company’s name was
changed to Palmolive. It too
floated like Ivory soap.

There is animal fat in
modern soap only it goes
under the name of sodium
tallowate and sodium lardate.
Soap made with vegetable fat
is listed as sodium palmitate
and sodium cocoate.

Making your own soap
still follows the basic formu-
la of the colonials. You add
lye solution to fat and mix
until emulsified or thickened.
You can add color, fragrance
or herbs and then you pour
the mixture into a mold. You
wait 24 hours, then slice the
soap into bars and allow it to
cure for four weeks, where
the water evaporates out.

Other soap, additives
are glycerin which act as a
softening agent, jojoba oil or
Shea, butter, which acts as
an emollient or moisturizer
and skin softener and pumice
can be added to soap to exfo-
liate the skin, benzalkonian
chloride can be added as an
antibacterial to soap.

Note triclosan was
banned from soap in 2016
over concerns about its
encouraging antimicrobial

Richard Wright Jr., Brimfield Flea Market vendor,
holding the soap saver antique tool.
Turley photos by Deborah Daniels

This is a cauldron and stone catch basin for
collecting water from boiling ashes to be used
for soap making. These are at the Westhampton
Blacksmith Museum in Westhampton.

resistance. This, however, has
not been proven.

Soap does not kill
microorganisms on its own.
It just makes bugs slippery
and with the friction of hand
washing that lifts them off
the skin, they then can be
flushed away with water
down the sink. So friction ie
vigorous hand washing and
soap and running water make
the true one two punch to
reduce microorganisms.

One word about
detergent before closing.

Fragrance free dish detergent
is a good idea for you pur-
ists because most fragrances
added to soap contain phthal-
ates. Phthalates are chemi-
cals called plasticizers. They
make hard plastics flexible
and harder to break. It is not
clear what the health effects
are, but it is being studied. It
has been found in most peo-
ple.

Liquid soap is between
80 and 90% water so a bar
of soap represents more of
a bargain when comparing

A pioneer woman makes soap.

A part of a soap box panel from a turn of the
century packing crate of soap with the word
reliable showing and a Pears’ soap postcard
from the author’s postcard collection also dated
early 20th century.

Courtesy photo

soap content. Which do you
think will last longer? Also
remember effective hand
washing

requires friction. So how
much friction do you use
when using liquid soap?

Be glad you’re not sav-
ing ashes and animal fat to
make soap in a kettle over a
hot fire this summer. Do keep
a bar of soap handy for when
it rains, so you can sing in
the rain while washing ‘cause
you can’t wash in the river
anymore.

from page 4

personal information like
e-mail addresses and Social
Security numbers, while
others blatantly demand
money. Please be alert to the
fact that anything you say
may be recorded and repro-
duced.

These calls are not just
annoying and unnerving.
They are criminal.

I have posted to the
HSO Facebook page sev-
eral scam alerts recently,
along with other informa-
tion about phone scams and
how to avoid falling prey
to them. In each statement
I have declared forcefully
and unequivocally that the
Hampshire Sheriff’s Office
does not make calls like

these.

If a caller claims to be
an employee of the HSO
and issues a vague threat,
it’s not just a scam. It’s a
crime. If a caller claims to
be an employee of the HSO
and asks for personal infor-
mation, it’s not just a scam.
It’s a crime.

If a caller claims to be

an employee of the HSO
and demands money, it’s not
just a scam. It’s a crime.

If you receive a call
from a number you don’t
recognize, don’t answer it.
Friends and family, health
care providers and other
professionals doing legiti-
mate business will leave you
a message

If you answer a call that
seems suspicious, please
hang up immediately and
call our main office at 413-
584-5911 and let us know
about it. You need not dis-
close your name, or any
other information. Just let us
know that you helped stop
a crime. Let your friends
and neighbors know about it

too. If enough of us simply
hang up on these criminals,
maybe they will stop. But
it’s going to take us working
together as a community to
make them go away.

Please protect your-
selves and others. Let’s hang
up on these criminals.

Thank you for joining
me in this effort.

NOTICE

ERRORS: Each adver-
tiser is requested to
check their advertise-
ment the first time it
appears. This paper
will not be responsi-
ble for more than one
corrected insertion, nor
will be liable for any er-
ror in an advertisement
to a greater extent than
the cost of the space
occupied by the item
in the advertisement.

$1200/week

207-607-9333

Ortho MA treats:

OrthoMA

ORTHOPEDIC URGENT CARE

* FRACTURES ¢ SPRAINS ° DISLOCATIONS
* JOINT PAIN » SPORTS OR WORK INJURIES & MORE!

Walk-Ins Welcome No Appointment Needed
Monday-Friday: 4pm-8pm e Saturday & Sunday 8am-12pm

www.OrthoMA.org ¢ info@orthoma.org

53 Southampton Road, Westfield, MA 01085 ¢ (413)83-ORTHO

Georgetown, Maine

2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom
Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

o Walk to Five Islands Wharf and
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
« Close to Reid State Park

TOWN OF CHESTER
Highway Department
Laborer-Truck Driver

Position open until filled.
Please review the job posting at
TownofChester.net.

To apply for the position please email
your resume and letter of interest to the
townadministrator@townofchester.net

Call 413-354-7760 for information.

Our own,
strawberries\

OUR OWN HOTHOUSE
TOMATOES, CUKES & PICKLES

Asparagus season eﬂding soon!

Coming Soon: Squash From Our Fields

E.Cecthi Farms H;I

SPRINGFIELD STREET
FEEDING HILLs, Mass. € “Everythingyou’d grow if you had forty acres.”
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BLANDFORD

Select Board appoints
Thomas Ackley hlghway liaison

By Mary Kronholm
Correspondent

BLANDFORD - The
Select Board appointed
Thomas Ackley to be the
volunteer liaison between
the Highway Department
and the board at their
Monday, June 2 meetings.

Ackley owned and
operated Tom Ackley
Tractor Service, worked for
the town on the Highway
Department, retired as
Fire Chief and now serves
as Deputy Fire Chief and
served the town as a mem-
ber of the Select Board.

“His knowledge of the
town, its roads, inhabitants
as well as myriad heavy

duty construc-
tion vehicles
— trucks, grad-
ers, plows and
more — make
him wunique-
ly qualified for
this position,”
said Ray Hultay,
Highway
Department
Superintendent.
He added he
looks forward to continu-
ing the relationship with
Ackley as liaison.

Hultay said he has
worked with Ackley
already as he is on the Fire
Department and with the
Highway Department

As liaison, the board

Thomas Ackley

expects Ackley
to be a direct
link between
the board and
Highway and
as liaison serve
Highway in an
advisory capac-
ity, “provid-
ing oversight
and support on
behalf of the
board.”

The official descrip-
tion indicates he will offer
“input on strategic direc-
tion, budgeting, project
coordination as needed
and report regularly to the
Select Board with updates,
concerns and recommen-
dations.

. I

Climate Leader Community Designation Committee from left are Charles Benson, Chairman
Deborah Lundgren and Secretary Paul Dirschka.

The Blandford Team is now complete with a full Select Board. Standing, Ted Cousineau and Town
Administrator Cristina Ferrera, seated Chairman Cara Letendre and newly elected board member

Jackie Coury.

Turley photos by Mary Kronholm

Climate Leader Designation Community
Committee holds first meeting

BLANDFORD -
The Climate Leader
Community Designation
Committee held its first
meeting on Monday, June
16 at 10 a.m. at the Town
Hall.

The three-member

ad hoc advisory commit-
tee appointed by the Select
Board organized itself
as Chairman Deborah
Lundgren, Secretary Paul
Dirschka and member
Charles Benson.

The committee will

meet twice a month, the
first and third Wednesdays
at 7:30 p.m. at the Town
Hall starting Wednesday,
July 2. The committee
reviewed the Select Board’s
charge and will begin their
research.

A digital rendering of the new pavilion now under construction at Blandford Fairgrounds.

PAVILION

Turley Photos by Mary Kronholm
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the buildings to skew out of
alignment.

“Ninety percent of the
water will be drained away
from the area and it will dis-
sipate,” said Girard, assuring
the longevity of the structure.

Contractors will arrive
the week of July 23 to con-
struct the pavilion. “It will
only be a few days” to con-
struct, said Girard.

The building itself is the
largest cost incurred, about
$75,000, then concrete, stone
and an additional $8,000
is needed beyond the grant
funding for electrical work.

“We’ll probably string
lights this first year,” said
Girard. Money has been
saved through discounts, vol-
unteer labor and lower sales
prices. “But we will still
need about $30,000 more,”
said Girard.

Not only for the neces-
sary electrical work but also
to make important repairs to
the Calling Tower. “We’re
moving along,” Girard said,
“we have enough to get
the structure up.” The goal
for the next ten years is, as
improvements are made,
according to Girard, is “to
do things right, so we don’t
have to redo things in our
lifetime.”

The grant from
the MDAR is from
the Agricultural Fairs
Infrastructure Grant
Program, which will help
improve existing buildings
and build new ones at agri-
cultural fairs throughout the
Commonwealth. He said the
Fair has already purchased
a portable stage for perfor-
mance purposes and added
that the pavilion will be

Drainage ditch maze will protect the new pavilion from any
possible water damage.

available for rent which will
help support the Fair’s sus-
tainability.

According to Blandford
Fair Preservation Association
Chair David Hopson, there
are numerous facility and
ground issues the fair is fac-
ing. The current work on
the new pavilion and stage
for entertainment was made
possible by a state grant
that was obtained through
the dedicated work of Greg
Girard.

As with many grants,
the fair has to provide
additional matching funds
to complete the proj-
ect. Hopson said, “We are
still working through the

Blandford Fair Preservation
Association to fund replac-
ing the standing seam roof
on the exhibit hall and are
approximately half way to
our original goal.”

He added, “We also
need to replace and repair
livestock barns as well as
the yearly maintenance and
repair items. Whether small
or large, any donations are
greatly appreciated.”

Specific contributions
for an intended purpose may
be made through the and can
be made online. The website
is www.bfpa.net/. Identify
what the donation is for, or
simply set it for the general
fund. Anything will help.

CHESTERFIELD

Chesterfield receives MassDOT CIP funds

BOSTON - The
Massachusetts Department
of Transportation Board of
Directors voted to approve
the Fiscal Year 2026-2030
five-year Capital Investment

OPINION

Plan, which includes
approximately $18.5 billion
in planned transportation
investments.

Chesterfield received
$14 million for the recon-

struction of North Road and
Damon Pond Road.

For more on
MassDOT’s CIP, people
may visit: www.mass.gov/
CIP.

GARDEN

from page 4
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large, healthy berries. As
you work within the row, be
sure to eradicate any and all
weeds that you come upon,
since these will compete with
your strawberry plants for
moisture and nutrients.

Now that your patch has
been renovated, it’s time to
reinvigorate. Add an inch
or two of compost or aged
manure to the row, along
with a sprinkling of balance
organic fertilizer.

Water at least every
other day for the next couple
of weeks or until a healthy
stand of leaves has returned
to the plants. Keep up with
weeding, and continue to
pinch back runners until frost
hits.

Managed in this fash-
ion, a strawberry patch can
remain productive for five
years or more.

Another favorite plant
that may be in need of rein-

vigoration is your iris. If once
upon a time they bloomed
strong and now there is
barely a blossom to be seen,
chances are they are over-
crowded. It’s time to divide
them and replenish their soil.

In our climate, this
should be accomplished
every three or four years.
Surprisingly, and unlike most
other perennials, division of
irises should take place no
later than July or August.

This will give them
ample time to take hold in
their new location prior to the
ground freezing.

At first glance the act of
dividing irises may appear to
be difficult. An overgrown
iris patch does look like a
maze of thick roots, but take
heart, the rhizomes are shal-
low rooted and come out of
the ground with relative ease.

Start digging at the
outer edge of the clump,

lifting as you go. Once the
entire clump is removed, rhi-
zomes can be pried apart by
hand. The healthiest “fans”
of foliage are those the fur-
thest from the center. Leave
about two inches of rhizome
attached to each fan for
replanting.

If you are changing
your site altogether, keep in
mind that irises need at least
six hours of full sun a day
for optimal flowering. They
despise “wet feet,” so plant
where drainage is good.

If your soil is lean, com-
post can be added to richen
it up. While you’re at it, add
a sprinkling of lime as well;
irises prefer a soil near neu-
tral. Dig a shallow hole wide
enough to fit the rhizome.
Make a ridge of soil in the
hole for it to sit on so that its
fibrous roots can hang down.

The top of the rhizome
should be level with the soil

surface and exposed, not
buried. This goes for bark
mulch as well, keep it clear
or blooms may be sacrificed.
If your irises hardly flow-
er but aren’t overcrowded
and are planted where they
receive enough sun, assess
your planting depth and
adjust if necessary.

Examine your rhizomes
closely when replanting. If
you notice a lot of soft, rot-
ten tissue, your iris patch
could be infected with the iris
borer.

Usually by midsummer,
one to one and a half inch
larvae have made their way
from the leaves into the rhi-
zomes. They hollow out the
fleshy roots causing foliage
to collapse and rot to take
over. Control this pest by
proper sanitation.

In the fall, after a hard
frost, cut iris foliage back to
the ground as low as possi-

ble. Throw it and any nearby
debris or mulch away. With
any luck, overwintering eggs
will be removed by your
efforts.

In the spring, about
the time that the tulips are
blooming, inspect iris foli-
age for chewn edges, small
holes, or tan colored water
marks running down the leaf.
If these are present, tiny lar-
vae can be crushed inside the
leaf before they burrow into
the rhizome.

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge
School of Agriculture at the
University of Massachusetts.
For 33 years she has held the
position of staff horticultur-
ist at Old Sturbridge Village.
She enjoys growing food
as well as flowers. Have a
question for her? Email it to
pouimette @turley.com with
“Gardening Question” in the
subject line.

Mature Citizens
Foundation and its staff
are not affiliated with or
endorsed by the Social
Security Administration
or any other govern-
mental entity. This
article is intended for
information purposes
and does not represent
legal or financial guid-
ance. It presents the
opinions and interpreta-
tions of the Association
Mature Citizens
Foundation’s staff,
trained and accredited
by the National Social
Security Association To
submit a question, visit
amacfoundation.org/
programs/social-secu-
rity-advisory or email
us at ssadvisor@amac-
foundation.org. Russell
Gloor is a Social
Security advisor for

AMAC.
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BECKET

Lucky 4 will perform Saturday, June 28 from 5-7 pm. On the lawn of the Becket Arts Center.
Submitted photo

BAC showcases Lucky 4

BECKET - The Becket
Arts Center, 7 Brooker Hill
Road, will present The
Lucky 4, a hard-swing-
ing jazz band, on the Arts
Center lawn on Saturday,
June 28 from 5-7 p.m.

Comprised of highly

seasoned touring musicians,
the band blends 30s and
40s swing with gypsy and
Parisian flavors to create a
unique mix of originals and
reworks of old standards.
Part of the BAC’s “Music
Brings Communities

Together” series, the concert
is free, though donations
are welcome. People should
bring lawn chairs, coolers,
snacks, friends and chil-
dren. For more information,
they may visit www.beck-
etartscenter.org.

Art Center hosts members show

BECKET - The Becket
Arts Center, 7 Brooker
Hill Road, will open its
Members Show with a free
reception on Friday, June 27

BUCKLAND

from 5-7 p.m.

This year’s exhibition
will feature artists from the
Guild of Berkshire Artists
as well as members of the

Becket Arts Center. For par-
ticipating artists and more
information, people may
visit www.becketartscenter.
org

Buckland Historical Society
hosts program and pie social

BUCKLAND - The
Buckland Historical Society
will host a program on the
history of trains and trolleys
in Buckland and a pie social
on Friday, June 27 at 7 p.m.
in the Buckland Public Hall,

15 Upper St.

The program by Sam
Bartlett will be accompa-
nied by slides.

He will take peo-
ple back to the heyday of
Buckland’s trains and trol-

leys. The pie social with

homemade pies, coffee and
cider follows.

$10, non-members $12 and
family $20.

selection of delectable

Admission is members

WORTHINGTON

COA annual picnic is July 14

WORTHINGTON -
The Council on Aging will
hold their annual picnic at
the Worthington Rod and
Gun Club, 458 Dingle Road,
on Monday, July 14 at noon
in the club’s pavilion.

This annual event will
be held rain or shine with
Worthy-Que BBQ provid-
ing their barbecued chicken,
sides and desserts.

This barbecue is by res-
ervation only as seating is

limited.

The deadline for res-
ervations is Sunday, July 6
and may be made by calling
413-238-1999.

It is underwritten by the
Rolland Fund.

Library hosts summer reading

WORTHINGTON -
The Worthington Library, 1
Huntington Road, announc-
es 2025 Summer Reading
Program, “Level Up at Your
Library.”

Throughout July, the
Worthington Library is offer-
ing a series of programs for
youth this summer. Programs
will run on Thursdays from
10:30-11:30 a.m. starting
Thursday, July 10 and wrap-
ping up on Thursday, July
31. Programs will take place
on the library lawn or on the
library’s lower level depend-
ing on weather. All events are
free and open to the public.

This year’s summer
reading theme, “Level Up at
Your Library,” encourages
play as a way to learn, fos-
ter friendships and think cre-
atively through puzzles and
games.

On Thursday, July 10
Parents Choice Award singer
and storyteller, Davis Bates,
will present A Summer
Reading Celebration Songs
and Stories for All Ages.
The program will involve the
audience in a variety of cul-
tural traditions. Participants
will hear how stars came
to be in the sky, how foam
came to be in the ocean and
be prepared to sing, move
and clap your hands. The
program will include plen-
ty of sing-alongs, as well
as a short lesson on how to
play music with spoons and
an appearance by an Irish
dancing wooden dog named
Bingo.

On Thursday, July 17
Diane Edgecomb presents
Game Time. Game Time
features three topsy-turvy
adventures where everybody
wins. Diane’s jazzy version
of the Tortoise and the Hare
encourages reading at one’s

PUBLIC NOTICES
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On Thursday, July 10 from 10:30-11:30 a..m. singer and storyteller

Davis Bates will present the first in a series of summer reading

programs.

pace. No matter what the
level they win big in the end.
Edgecomb has been featured
on NPR and is the winner
of the ORACLE award for
Storytelling Excellence in the
Northeast, five Storytelling
World awards and a Parents’
Choice Silver.

On Thursday, July 24
Mary Jo Maichack presents
Color My World with Tales
and Tunes, a lively mix of
upbeat and participatory sto-
ries for children and adults.
Participants will sing and
clap along, dance, and laugh
with Maichack as she shares
tales.

On Thursday, July
31 Ed the Wizard presents
Pirate Party, an interactive
event with pirate-themed

Submitted photo

games such as “Swab the
Deck,” “Hot Cannon Ball”
and “Walk the Plank.”
Participants test their pirate
knowledge, go on a treasure
hunt and leave the event with
their own treasure.

These events are made
possible with support from
the Worthington Cultural
Council, a local agen-
cy, which is supported by
the Massachusetts Cultural
Council, a state agency, The
Friends of the Worthington
Library and the Connie
Dorrington Memorial Fund.

For more informa-
tion, people may call the
Worthington Library at 413-
238-5565 or email at the-
worthingtonlibrary @ gmail.
com.

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampden Probate
and Family Court
50 State Street
Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758
Docket No.
HD25P1291EA
Estate of:
Judy Bergland
Date of Death: 03/24/2025
CITATION ON PETITION
FOR FORMAL
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:

A Petition for Formal Ad-
judication of Intestacy and
Appointment of Personal Rep-
resentative has been filed by Da-
vid A Givens of Waterloo, 1A
requesting that the Court enter a
formal Decree and Order and for
such other relief as requested in
the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that:
David A Givens of Waterloo,
IA be appointed as Personal
Representative(s) of said estate
to serve Without Surety on the
bond in unsupervised adminis-
tration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

You have the right to obtain
a copy of the Petition from
the Petitioner or at the Court.
You have a right to object to
this proceeding. To do so, you
or your attorney must file a
written appearance and ob-
jection at this Court before:
10:00 a.m. on the return day
of 07/15/2025. This is NOT a
hearing date, but a deadline by
which you must file a written
appearance and objection if
you object to this proceeding.
If you fail to file a timely writ-
ten appearance and objection
followed by an affidavit of ob-
jections within thirty (30) days

of the return day, action may
be taken without further notice
to you.
UNSUPERVISED
ADMINISTRATION
UNDER THE
MASSACHUSETTS
UNIFORM PROBATE
CODE (MUPC)

A Personal Representative
appointed under the MUPC in
an unsupervised administra-
tion is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts
with the Court. Persons inter-
ested in the estate are entitled
to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the
Personal Representative and
may petition the Court in any
matter relating to the estate,
including the distribution of
assets and expenses of admin-
istration.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara
M Hyland, First Justice of this
Court.

Date: June 17, 2025
Rosemary A Saccomani,
Register of Probate
06/26/2025

LEGAL NOTICE
TOWN OF HUNTINGTON

Notice is hereby given under
Chapter 138, Section 15 of Mass.
General Laws that the Hunting-
ton Selectboard, as Local Licens-
ing Authority, has received an
application from Andrea McK-
ittrick of Pizigee Enterprises Inc.
D/B/A Huntington Liquor Store
for a transfer of an All Alcoholic
Beverages Section 15 Package
Store license currently held by
Huntington Liquor Corp. for 21
Russell Road, Huntington, MA.

A public hearing will be held
on Wednesday, July 16, 2025 at
5:00 p.m. before the Selectboard
at Stanton Hall, 26 Russell Road,
Huntington, MA.

The public is invited to share

questions, comments, or con-
cerns.
Jennifer Peloquin
Town Administrator
06/26/2025

TOWN OF BLANDFORD
NOTICE OF
PUBLIC HEARING

Pursuant to MGL, Ch. 40A
Sec. 9 the Blandford Planning
Board will hold a Public Hearing
at the Blandford Town Offices,
1 Russell Stage Road, Bland-
ford, MA 01008 at 7:05 pm on
Wednesday, July 9, 2025. This
hearing is scheduled under the
following Blandford Zoning By-
Laws: Section VIII — Ground
Mounted Solar Photovoltaic In-
stallations and Section IX — Site
Plan Review and Special Per-
mits. The Hearing is to consider
the application for a request for
a Site Plan Review and Special
Permit for Gibbs Brook, LLC,
solar photovoltaic installation
with battery energy storage sys-
tem, located at 30 Huntington
Road and Huntington Road Off
(Map 416, Parcels 10, 11 & 12)
in Blandford, MA 01008.

The Applicant is proposing
the installation of a large-scale
ground-mount PV solar facili-
ty with Battery Energy Storage
System (BESS) and a gravel ac-
cess driveway that would utilize
an existing entrance from Hun-
tington Road. The system will
be rated at 2.8MW (DC) and will
consist of PV modules attached
to a Single-axis tracker racking
system. This system slowly ro-
tates the modules as they track
the path of the sun during the
day, allowing for greater effi-
ciency and fewer modules.

The completed application
and plans are available for public
inspection at the Town Offices or
on the Town of Blandford’s web-
site: https://townofblandford.

com/planning-board-project-
details/

You may also make an ap-
pointment to view a hard copy
of these forms at the Town Hall
by e-mailing the Planning Board
Chair at  planning@townof
blandford.com.

Any person interested or wish-
ing to be heard should join the
virtual meeting as outlined above
or e-mail the chair at: planning@
townofblandford.com.  Please
submit comments, in writing, to
the Blandford Planning Board at
1 Russell Stage Road, Blandford,
MA 01008. Failure to make rec-
ommendations on the matter for
review shall be deemed lack of
opposition thereto.

Paul Martin, Chair

Blandford Planning Board
06/26, 07/03/2025

TOWN OF BLANDFORD
NOTICE OF
CONTINUATION OF
6/4/2025 PUBLIC HEARING

Pursuant to MGL, Ch. 40A

Sec. 9 the Blandford Planning
Board will hold a continuation of
Public Hearing of June 4, 2025
at the Blandford Town Offices,
1 Russell Stage Road, Bland-
ford, MA 01008 at 6:05pm on
Wednesday, July 9, 2025. This
hearing is scheduled under the
following Blandford Zoning By-
Laws: Section VIII — Ground
Mounted Solar Photovoltaic In-
stallations and Section IX — Site
Plan Review and Special Per-
mits. The Hearing is to consider
the application for a request for
a Site Plan Review and Special
Permit for Peebles Brook, LLC,
solar photovoltaic installation
with battery energy storage sys-
tem, located at 89 Chester Road
(Map 108, Parcel 19.1) in Bland-
ford, MA 01008.

The Project proposes the
construction of a 4.04 mega-
watt (MW) direct current (DC)
single-axis tracking solar pho-
tovoltaic (PV) installation with
a battery energy storage system
(BESS). The project will in-

volve construction of a gravel
access road and minor grading
for stormwater management fea-
tures on 32.6 acres, that is cur-
rently zoned as Agricultural.

The completed application
and plans are available for public
inspection at the Town Offices or
on the Town of Blandford’s web-
site: https://townofblandford.
com/planning-board-project-
details/

You may also make an ap-
pointment to view a hard copy
of these forms at the Town Hall
by e-mailing the Planning Board
Chair at planning @townofbland-
ford.com.

Please submit comments, in
writing, to the Blandford Plan-
ning Board at 1 Russell Stage
Road, Blandford, MA 01008.
Failure to make recommenda-
tions on the matter for review
shall be deemed lack of opposi-
tion thereto.

Paul Martin, Chair
Blandford Planning Board
06/26, 07/03/2025
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EARLY
DEADLINES

In observance of July 4th,

PUBLIC NOTICES
EARLY AD DEADLINE
Place your public notice

no later than NOON

Thursday, July 3

— Thank you!
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CHESTER

Lupario brothers sell

hemp based p

By Wendy Long
Correspondent

CHESTER - Brothers
Michael and Brian Lupario
started Western Mass Hemp
in 2019 and, these days, are
moving their business into
the public eye.

“We are trying to give
the plant a platform,” said
Michael, who was showing
their space at the Pease Store
in Chester, where they some-
times sell three hemp-based
products. As noted on their
website westernmahemp.com
their mission is to “promote,
preserve and deliver hemp’s
natural chemistry.”

The two were inspired to
find a holistic solution to the
pain and discomfort they’d
seen among family members
who have Multiple Sclerosis.

They had discussed the
side effects and even lack
of effectiveness, traditional
medicines were causing in
people they knew and cared
about and sought an alterna-
tive. As such, MS is a cause
near to their hearts and 10%
of all sales are donated to
“Walk MS.” The brothers
also plan to ride this summer
in the Cape Cod Getaway, a
175 mile cycling trek from
Boston to Cape Cod, which
raises money for the Multiple
Sclerosis Society.

Their college choic-
es laid an early foundation
for their business’s suc-
cess. As noted on their
website, Michael studied
plant and soil science at
the Stockbridge School at
UMass/Ambherst. He focused
on the science of hemp culti-
vation and previously led the
growing operations of several
licensed cannabis facilities.
Brian attended the Isenberg
School of Management also
at UMass Ambherst where he
studied marketing. Together,
their skill sets are producing
a mission-based business
where they strive to give
customers the best possible
product.

They grow hemp on a
two-acre plot in Chesterfield.
Once the hemp flowers are
harvested, they produce
their products in the Drowsy
Kitchen located next to the
Pease Store, a commercial
kitchen available for rent
to small vendors. “Drowsy
Kitchen is a nice community
asset,” Michael said. “It’s an
incredibly valuable service

) -

roducts
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Brothers Brian and Michael Lupario show their hemp-based
products, which they produce in the Drowsy Kitchen in Chester.

being able to rent a commer-
cial kitchen.”

They explained that
hemp and marijuana are
two different entities. Hemp
is lower in THC, the part
of marijuana that gives a
euphoric effect and higher
in CBD. Marijuana, on the
other hand, is higher in THC
and lower in CBD. While
related, both products offer
very different effects to the
user.

Western Mass Hemp
produces two varieties of
oil caplets and a cream. One
caplet is geared for day-
time use and can be bene-
ficial for general aches and
pains, mood elevation and
daily wellness. The other is
formulated for nighttime use
for restlessness, insomnia,
chronic pain and recovery.
The Hemp Cream is for-
mulated to provide local-
ized pain relief and reduce
inflammation. For this prod-
uct, they use a scientific
formulation of wintergreen,
comfrey and wild lettuce,
which they say are proven to
heal bones, reduce swelling
and combat pain naturally, all
while being non-intoxicating.
They grow the comfrey at
their farm and forage in the
wild for the other materials.

The challenges for a
business like this are real.
According to the Luparios,
the holistic industry suf-
fers from not being FDA
approved, which makes it
hard to prove these products
are safe and effective. “They
are non-toxic and non-hab-
it forming. Hemp has been
used medically for thousands
of years,” they said..

A brief google search

Turley photo by Wendy Long

verifies that hemp has been
used medicinally since
ancient times in both China
and Ancient Egypt. The
Consensus App cites a num-
ber of research studies indi-
cating that hemp is beneficial
in the treatment of anxiety,
stress, inflammation, pain
and (although not formulat-
ed for this use by WMASS
Hemp) epileptic seizures.

What’s also challeng-
ing for holistic businesses
like this is their products are
not covered by insurance and
people have to self-pay. “The
concept of investing in your
health is a foreign concept
for some,” Michael admitted.
Nonetheless, they say they
enjoy a very high retention
rate among their customers.

At one time, they distrib-
uted their products through
cannabis dispensaries, but
found that their typical cus-
tomers don’t really frequent
dispensaries.

So they now offer
products for sale online at
WesternMaHemp.com. They
also have booths at commu-
nity events where they are
on hand to speak with both
new and returning patrons
one:one and answer ques-
tions.

Their goal this year is
to be fully transparent about
their business. They will
give farm tours in July and
August, where the public can
see where the hemp is organ-
ically grown. And they are
happy to explain the degree
to which their product is
unprocessed and free of toxic
solvents.

For more information,
people may visit their web-
site at WesternMaHemp.com.

CUMMINGTON

Historical Society museum open
Sundays in August and September

CHESTER - The
Chester Historical Society
was organized in 1994 and
incorporated in 2002.

The museum will be
open Sundays in August and
September from 11 a.m.-3
p.m. or by appointment by
contacting any member.
The original officers were
President, Fay Piergiovanni;
Treasurer and Archivist,
Grace Oppenheimer; Clerk,
Janice Brown. Additional
board members were Robert

Oppenheimer, Louisa
Piergiovanni and Edwin
Carrington.

The town allowed the
society to use the old jail
on Route 20 to hold their
meetings and display their
archives.

An early project for the
society was the campaign
to save the Maple Street
bridge which started when
the bridge was condemned
in 1994 and finally culmi-
nated in its preservation and
reopening in 2008.

In 2004 the former
Methodist Church/Masonic
Lodge on Route 20 was
transferred from the Chester
Foundation to the Chester
Historical Society. The
building was in rough shape
after being vacant for a cou-
ple of decades. The roof
was leaking, the steeple was
compromised and paint was
peeling inside and outside.

Their first major work
on the property was through
a 2009 Massachusetts
Tourism Grant of $105,000
which put on a new roof,
repaired the steeple and
painted the exterior.

After extensive fund-
raising the society was able

to put $22,000 towards a
$44,000 Massachusetts
Historical Commission
matching grant in 2016.
With this grant the soci-
ety was able to stabilize
the building structurally by
repairing rotted sills, shor-
ing up the sagging founda-
tion walls and replacing rot-
ted flooring and walls on the
first floor.

After more fundrais-
ing the society had a hand-
icapped bathroom installed
on the first floor and then
many hours of painting and
cleaning led to the offi-
cial opening of the Chester
History Museum in 2017.

Despite the prog-
ress, the former sanctu-
ary on the second floor
remained untouched. After
more years of fundraising
the society was able to put
$42,000 towards a $84,000
Massachusetts Historical
Commission match-
ing grant. This replaced
the sanctuary ceiling,
sand-blasted and painted
the decorative tin walls and
restored the stained glass
windows.

The Chester History
Museum now has two floors
of displays documenting
Chester history. They are
currently creating a condi-
tioned room in the museum
to hold textiles and fragile
items to conserve them for
the future.

The next major projects
include painting the exterior
of the museum and creating
handicapped access to the
second floor.

The current officers are
President, John Hultman;
Treasurer, John Garvey;

Clerk, James Higby.
Members of the board are
Charles Schoonmaker,
Annette LaMountain and
Judy Davenport.

Since its founding the
society has helped with
countless genealogical
questions and that is still an
active function today. They
organize a November craft
fair at the Town Hall as an
annual fundraiser. For years
they ran a popular Penny
Social fundraiser at the town
hall but changing times has
ended that activity.

The society enjoys
collaborating with other
Chester organizations. When
the North Chester Chapel
Association was active
the society gave an annual
history talk at the chapel.
Since its founding the soci-
ety has hosted a visit from
the Chester Elementary stu-
dents, first at the Old Jail
and now at the new History
Museum.

Two years ago they
hosted their first cemetery
tour at the Chester Factory
Village Cemetery, followed
last year with a Chester
Center Cemetery tour
co-hosted with the Chester
Hill Association. They plan
on continuing the cemetery
tours this year with a tour
of the Pine Hill Cemetery in
October.

Other recent collab-
orations include co-host-
ing a talk on the history
of Chester Center with the
Chester Hill Association
and leading a section of two
Housatonic Heritage Hikes
in Chester organized by
the Western Mass Hilltown
Hikers.

Members of the Chester Historical Society are busy restoring their building on Route 20.
Submitted photo

William Cullen Bryant homestead reopens

CUMMINGTON -
William Cullen Bryant
romestead will be open
again for tours this sum-
mer.

It’s been five years
since this historic home
has been open to the pub-
lic. The William Cullen
Bryant Homestead, a
special place steward-
ed by The Trustees of
Reservations, will reopen
this summer for the
first time since 2019 to
offer tours of the coun-

try estate of the promi-
nent 19th century poet,
journalist, and conserva-
tionist. The homestead is
located at 207 Bryant Rd.
in Cummington.

The tour, Literary
Legacy: A Guided Tour
of the William Cullen
Bryant Homestead,
will be offered at 1 on
Saturdays, June 28, July
19, Aug. 16, and Sept.
28 at 11 a.m., 12:30 p.m.
and 2 p.m.. Visitors can
explore inside Bryant’s

thoughtfully preserved
country estate where he
spent his formative years
and later returned for
inspiration and retreat.
Visitors are also wel-
come to self-tour the first
floor of the house for
free between 10 a.m. and
4 p.m. on the days the
tour is offered. The guid-
ed tour will include the
second and third floors of
the house.

Additionally, on Sept.
28, Adventure East will

Friday Night Cafe presents 1975

CUMMINGTON -The
last show of the Friday
Night Cafe Session 1 is
1975 Re-Played Friday,
June 27 from 7-9 p.m.
at the Village Church in
downtown Cummington
in the hear of the
Cummington Cultural
District.

Session 2 starts
Friday, Sept. 12. The
show is a reprise of songs

released in 1975. A group
of Friday Night Cafe per-
formers selected songs
they like from 1975 and
will replay them in their
own styles.

“Boomers” will know
these songs, but everyone
should enjoy listening to
these classic songs and
hear what Friday Nigh
Cafe players do with them.

The event is free;

donations are appreciated.
Snacks are provided, bring
your own drinks. The show
will take place in the inti-
mate Vestry space. Masks
are welcome. Once again
this program is brought
by the friendly folks at
the Village Church who
believe music can be a
powerful force for building
community.

Friday Night Cafe

offer an old-growth for-
est walk on the property
led by naturalist William
Randolf. Tickets are $45,
with Trustees members
receiving a 10% discount.

The Literary Legacy
tour requires advanced
registration and tick-
ets. Tickets are $5 for
Trustees members and
$10 for non-members. To
become a Trustees mem-
ber, people may visit
www.thetrustees.org/
jointoday.

Re-Played

receives promotional sup-
port from the Cummington
Cultural District, and is
supported in part by grants
from the Chesterfield,
Cummington, Goshen,
Hinsdale-Peru, Plainfield,
Williamsburg, Windsor,
and Worthington Cultural
Councils, local agencies
which are supported by the
Mass Cultural Council, a
state agency.

GOSHEN

COA lists events

GOSHEN - On
Wednesday, July 2 the crafts
group meets in the Goshen
Library located on the sec-
ond floor of Town Hall, 42
Main St.

People my bring their
own craft project to work on.
People who have an idea for
a craft or art project should
let the Council on Aging
now as they may be able to
gather the supplies.

On Thursdays, July 3,
July 24 and July 31 Tilton
Treks returns from 9-10 a.ma
at Tilton Town Farm for a
walk around the grounds
and/or on the trails for a
bit of exercise. Walking is
great for physical and mental
health. People should bring
their own water bottle. Rain
or extreme heat will cancel.

On Tuesday, July 15 and
22- Highland Valley Elder
Services grab and go lunch-
es are delivered to Goshen
COA on the third and fourth
Tuesdays of the month.
Participants pick up their hot
lunch at the Goshen Town
Hall from 12:30-1 p.m.
The lunch for July 15 is a

choice of pollack Florentine
or spinach quiche and the
choice for July 22 is chicken
Parmesan or chicken cordon
bleu. The meals also include
milk, vegetables, and des-
sert. There is a suggested $4
donation given to Highland
Valley Elder Services to
offset the cost of the meal.
People may call Kerry at
413-268 9354 if they would
like to sign up to get these
nutritious and delicious
meals.

On Wednesday, July
16 games group will meet
in the library from 2-4 p.m.
They have a variety of games
to choose from and they
will also have cards. Some
weeks, if there is the right
number of people, they play
the card game Pitch. It’s
really fun.

On Thursday, July
17 technology help in the
library will be available from
noon-2 p.m. People can ask
questions regarding their
computer, phone, tablet or
any other technology related
question and volunteers will
do their best to help.
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OBITUARY

WESTHAMPTON -
Daniel (Danny) B. Krug,
Jr. of Westhampton died
unexpectedly, June 15,
2025 at age 76. He was the
first son born to Daniel B.
Krug, Sr and Jessie Snow
Krug. He graduated from
Williamsburg (Burgy) High
School in 1968 and went
on to Springfield Technical
Institute and Hobart welding
school. During the Vietnam
era, he enlisted in the Navy
becoming a submarine fire-
man on the USS Dogfish.
Afterward, he took a hitch-
hiking tour across the states
with an extended time in

Daniel (Danny) B. Krug, Jr. EE_;;«,

Alaska. Most
of his employ-
ment was with
the Veterans
Hospital of
Leeds where he
retired as station-
ary engineer.
Danny
had many,
varied inter-
ests, always researching,
learning and applying his
knowledge. Younger years
were spent in 4-H, working
Krug’s sugarbush, member
and officer of the Western
Massachusetts Model T and
Model A Antique Car clubs

and in recent years,
on the board of
the Westhampton
Historical
J Commission devot-
ing countless hours
to the Westhampton
Museum &
Blacksmith Shop.
In other spare time,
he would craft
knives, wooden stir sticks
hammers, and machine parts/
tools, garden, hunt or fish.

Through the years, he
has been a caring, thought-
ful son, brother, friend and
uncle.

Krug leaves behind his

—
=

~7

mother Jessie; two sisters,
Diane (husband and friend
Geoff Browne), Deborah
(husband Tom Root), brother
Donald (Whitey); nephews
William (Will) Krug, Shaun
and Christopher Root, Travis
Browne and nieces Nicole
(Niki) Browne and Elizabeth
(Beth) Chudzik and also
Jason Dodge. He is preceded
in death by his father.

A family only service
is pending with burial in the
Westhampton Cemetery.
Please direct memorials to
the Westhampton Museum
& Blacksmith Shop, 5 Stage
Road, Westhampton, 01027.

DEATH NOTICE

KRUG JR., DANIEL (DANNY) B.

Died June 15, 2025
Family only service pending
Burial in Westhampton Cemetery

Country Journal

OBITUARY POLICY

Turley Publications offers two types of
obituaries.

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral
date and place.

Send Us Your Photos!

The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $275,
which allows families to publish extended death
notice information of their own choice and may
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid
Obituaries should be submitted through a
funeral home to: obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.

THIS WEEK'S HOROSGOPES

ARIES

Mar 21/Apr 20

Nothing is too much for
you to handle right now,
Aries. But don’t take
on even more as a way
to prove something to
someone. That could be
a recipe for trouble.

TAURUS

Apr 21/May 21

Your physical energy is
strong right now, Taurus.
This may work to your
advantage regarding
your relationship.  Your
desire for love and pas-
sion is intense right now,
so explore it.

GEMINI

May 22/Jun 21

Matters of the heart may
need a little work right
now, Gemini. If things
haven’t been going too
smoothly, you might have
to examine the dynamics

CANCER

Jun 22/Jul 22

You have an incredible
passion for life, Cancer.
I's attracting friends
and family members into
your circle. Partner with
someone who shares
your energy.

LEO

Jul 23/Aug 23

Leo, if things aren’t go-
ing smoothly at work,
be careful about blaming
yourself. You need to look
at the bigger picture and
figure out who all the
players are in this situ-
ation.

VIRGO

Aug 24/Sept 22

Virgo, even when others
may count you out, you
can be full of surprises.
Do not let a recent suc-
cess go entirely to your
head, however. You still

LIBRA

Sept 23/0ct 23

Libra, even though you
may like to plan ahead
and take things slowly,
sometimes you need to
throw caution to the wind.
When an opportunity all
but falls in your lap, run
with it.

SCORPIO

Oct 24/Nov 22

Scorpio, recent con-
flicts may ignite some
mixed feelings, which
could prove confusing.
Think about solutions
that potentially benefit
all around you, including
yourself.

SAGITTARIUS
Nov 23/Dec 21

You might not be having
the best luck right no,
but things can change
quickly. Keep your chin up
and your eyes set on your

CAPRICORN

Dec 22/Jan 20
Capricorn, if you have
any health questions,
make an appointment
to talk to someone right
away. It is important to
stay ahead of things.

AQUARIUS

Jan 21/Feb 18
Something that has been
taking up a bulk of your
time is finally coming to a
close, Aquarius. This will
be a big relief and a lot of
stress will be lifted in the
process.

PISCES

Feb 19/Mar 20

People keep coming up
to you expecting all of the
answers, Pisces. Don’t
feel pressured to please
everyone. Right now you
may be content to enjoy
some alone time.

CLUES ACROSS 32. One who 2. Fiber from the 29. Type.Of plane of the relationship and have a lot of workto do. ~ goal. Networking may
1. Computer possesses outer husk of a 34. Pitching stat make changes. help you move forward.
manufacturer 33. Sesame coconut 35. Pointed end of a
5. Noted space 38. Forbid 3. City in ancient pen
station 41. A way to explain Syria 36. Pro sports league
8. Kurt Russell film  43. Not around 4. College army 37. Body part
“Captain” 45. Evoke or suggest 5. More disturbed 39. Inoffensive
11. Automaton 47. Ancient kingdom 6. Pays no attention  40. Yellowish cotton
13. Everyone has one near Dead Sea to cloth
14. Incline fromthe ~ 49. Dekameter 7. Restored 41. Feline
vertical 50. Fencing sword 8. Competitions 42. Does not tell the
15. Fights 55. “Luther” actor 9. Lyric poems truth
16. Dunn & Bradstreet  Idris 10. Famed American 44, Set out to attract
(abbr.) 56. Affirmative (slang) lawman 45, Spiritual leader
17. Finishes off 57. Afflicted 12. Expression of of a Jewish
18. Places to store 59. One point north of disappointment congregation
things northeast 14. Scars 46. Abba __, Israeli
20. Dutch painter 60. Born of 19. Satisfy politician
Gerard __ 61. Arabic name 23. Central European  47. Repair
21. Smaller quantity ~ 62. Hong Kong food river 48. Genus of flowering
22. There’s a North, stall: __paidong  24.Brass instrument plants
South and Central ~ 63. Not the start 25. One who gets paid 51. Tributary of the
of these 64. Post to perform High Rhine
25. In an early way 26. Propel with oars  52. Prejudice
30. More spacious CLUES DOWN 27. Long period of 53. C. European river
31. Short-term 1. Creative time 54. Restrain
memory expression 28. Woman (French)  58. Father

Fun By The
Numbers

Like puzzles?
Then you'll love
sudoku. This
mind-bending
puzzle will have
you hooked from
the moment you
square off, so
sharpen your
pencil and put
your sudoku
savvy to the test!

Here's How It Works:

Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine
3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each
row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row,
column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will
appear by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The
more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!
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NATIONALLY ADVERTISED MERCHANDISE FOR ALL MAKES & MODELS

WHOLESALE RETAIL

* Complete Auto Machine Shop Service  Engine Rebuilding Of All Kinds
% Authorized Caterpillar Hydraulic Hose Dealer * Hydraulic Hoses
Call “DALE”  8-12 BIRGE AVE., WESTFIELD

WESTFIELD
AUTO PARTS mc

Now stocking
Car Quest
Filters made
by WIX,
Amalie Oil,
Bailing Twine

. |
CARQUEST
o

- &
AUTO PARTS | Dial 568-8944 or 568-1611 FAX # 565-1554 | Tractor parts
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FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD
Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00
All hardwood.
Tree length available
*Also have seasoned softwood for outdoor
boilers (Cheap). Quality & volumes guar-
anteed!! New England Forest Products
(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood
Furnace. EPA Certified. Titanium Stainless
Steel. $2K Tax Credit. Call (508)882-
0178.

MISCELLANEOUS

AIR CONDITIONER. Keystone, large
window/wall type with case. 12,000 BTU
with remote, manual case. One owner
617-717-4817.

TAG SALE

114 HENDRICK ST., CHICOPEE.
Furniture, clothing, toys, auto parts, much
more. Friday, June 27 thru Sunday,
June 29, 10am-4pm. Rain or shine.

OLD CARPENTER TOOLS wanted.
Planes, chisels, axes, etc. Vintage hunting,
camping, cast iron cookware, advertising,
motorcycles, clothing. Call Ken (413)433-
2195.

A B Hauling and
Removal Service

2xx*xxxxxp & B HOUSEHOLD

REMOVAL SERVICE*******
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard
debris. Barns & sheds demolished.
Swimming pools removed. Cheap-
er than dumpster fees and we do all
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured.
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222-
8868.

WANTED TO BUY

ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs,
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys,

ELECTRICIAN

CHAMPAGNE ELECTRICAL
CONTRACTORS.
Residential electrical service, mini splits,
EV chargers, smoke detection. Fully in-
sured. Licensed #22882A. Mike 413-210-

9140.

Games, coins, sterling, Gl ,
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks,
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive,
fire department, masonic, license
plates, beer cans, barware, books,
oil cans, advertising tins,hunting,
fishing, signs, and more

Donald Roy

(860) 874-8396

ARA JUNK
FURNITURE
REMOVAL
Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs,
sheds, decks. Same day service.
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted.

Free estimates on phone.
Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.
413-531-1936

CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging.
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls.
(413)563-0487

LICENSED ELECTRICIAN
| offer good quality electrical work, no proj-
ect too small. Mini-splits, upgrades, pools,
trustworthy & dependable. Luis Arroyo
#20773A. Text or call 413-218-3301.

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC
Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned com-
pany. MA License #8101A1. Call John at
(413)206-6509

EXCAVATING

ELIOT STARBARD EXCAVATION
35+ yrs of happy customers.
508-882-0140

HOME
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENT
SPECIALIST
Decks, porches, repair service, roofing and
siding contractor. Tim 413-563-2229.
Licensed/insured. 35 vyear construction
supervisor.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile,
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding,
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

WALKER HOME IMPROVEMENT

Interior and exterior — Finish carpentry, fram-
ing, window & door replacement, drywall,
painting and decks.. Competitive pricing.
Insured. Call Brendan at 413-687-5552.

st

EARLY
. DEADLINES

In observance of July 4th,

the Classifieds have an
EARLY AD DEADLINE.
To advertise,
place your ad no later than NOON =<

Thursday, July 3\#4

e

Thank you!

A TURLEY PUBLICATION
‘www.turley.com
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CHAMELEON

PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
Remodeling &

Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured e Free Estimates

413-351-1147

LANDSCAPING

A+ ROZELL'S
LANDSCAPING &
BOBCAT SERVICE

Excavator Services
Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured
Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON**
Specializing in shrub trimming,
pruning, design, deliveries, loader,
backhoe, insured. Professional.
Please call Bob (413) 537-5789
(413)538-7954.

MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING
Weekly Mowing
Landscape design and installation
Paver Patios, Walkways
For more services visit
mattguertinlandscaping.com
Call or text 413-266-9975
Insured - Commercial - Residential

LAWN & GARDEN

*COMPOSTED LOAM* 3/8” screened,
$40/yd. deliv., 10 yd min.; No additives, fill-
ers or by-products. Local deliv. to Oakham
and surrounding towns only. Eliot Starbard
508-882-0140.

MASONRY

STOP WET
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING
All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790.
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING

B&D PAINTING - Home improvement
contractor. Reg. #175887. Free estimates.
30 years experience. 300 excellent refer-
ences, 4.83 rating out of 5 on Angies List.
413-727-9846.

DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING
Interior only $199.00 for average 12x16
room. Very neat, references, prompt ser-
vice call (508)867-2550

TURLEY PUBLICATIONS, INC.

Purchase a photo that recently
ran in one of our publications.
Go to newspapers.turley.com/

photo-request

PLUMBING

GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING &
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations,
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen &
Bath remodeling. 30 years experience.
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505

TREE WORK

AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman's Comp. Remove
them before the wind takes them down.
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates.
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

TUNE-UPS

TUNE UP & REPAIR
A&M TUNE-UPS

Push Lawnmowers,
Riding Mowers and
Small Engine Repair.
Work done at your home.

STUMP GRINDING

FREE PICKUP OF
UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT

Call Mike (413) 348-7967

STUMP GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

SAW Stump Grinding
Call for a Free Estimate,
Veteran Owned, Fully Insured
WWW.SAWSTUMPGRINDING.COM
413-213-5470

Find archives of this
local newspaper at
www.newspapers.turley.com

DEADLINES: FRIDAY AT NOON
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Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

All Three ZONES for $26.00
for 20 words plus 50¢ for
each additional word.

GREAT VALUE!

ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR
THE PRICE OF ONE!

MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393
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Credit Card: 1 MasterCard QVISA (1 Discover 1 Cash (1 Check#

Card #: Exp. Date Cwv
Amount of charge: Date:
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WALES (_ HOLLAND

Suburban

Residential
Circulation:
59,000

WILBRAHAM

Call us at 413.283.8393

CASH

FREE TOWIN
FAST SERVICE
CASH PAID AS

CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

HAMPDEN POLICE DEPARTMENT
is now accepting applications
for a FULL-TIME police officer.
Review of applications begins immediately.
Visit www.hampdenpolice.com
for more information. EOE

WE'RE HIRING!
SUFFIELD LUMBER

INSIDE SALES MANAGER
WANTED
*FULL TIME POSITION
1-860-668-5530

Job Description -

Responsibilities and Duties:

* Answer phones

* Software proficiency

* Opening and closing store

* Handling customers

* Order stock

* Stock inventory and shelves,

* Schedule deliveries

* Dealing with cash

* Quoting material for jobs

FOR RENT

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act,
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or
intention to make any such preference,
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not
knowingly accept any advertising for real
estate which is in violation of the law. All
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal
opportunity basis.

MULTI UNIT HOME, OAKHAM. Pay
rent five years on time, live free forever.
Pete 407-752-1499

SOUTH HADLEY - 6 room apartment in
owner occupied duplex. Washer & dryer on
premises. 2 off-street parking spaces. No
smoking...no pets. Rent $1500.00/mo. plus
utilities. Require 1st, last and security upon
rental. Please call 413-533-4310 to set
up appointment.

WANTED TO RENT

IF YOU HAVE A GARAGE to rent
in Holyoke, Chicopee, South Hadley or
Springfield please call Miguel 413-523-
6362.

|_FOR RENT |
&)

All real estate advertising in this newspaper
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise
any preference, limitation or discrimination
based on race, color, religion, sex,
handicap, familial status (number of
children and or pregnancy), national
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any
intention to make any such preference,
limitation or discrimination.

This newspaper will not knowingly accept
any advertising for real estate that is in
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby
informed that all dwellings advertising in
this newspaper are available on an equal
opportunity basis. To complain about
discrimination call The Department of
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD”
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E.
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll
free number for the hearing impaired is
1-800-927-9275.

Advertise your
HOME
IMPROVEMENT
SERVICES
in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS!
Call 413-283-8393

i
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SCHOOLS & YOUTH

Colleges and universities
announce academic awards

University of Hartford
West Hartford, Connecticut
PRESIDENT’S LIST
Nick Brisson
Williamsburg
Marina
Westfield

of

Slivca of

Hofstra University
Hempstead, New York

PROVOST’S LIST
Reese Givson of
Westfield

University of Hartford
West Hartford, Connecticut
DEAN’S LIST
Avery Brooks
Westhampton
Gia Forry of Westfield

of

University of New England
Biddeford and Portland,
Maine
DEAN’S LIST

Jackson Harding of
Chester
Kelly Couch of East Otis

PLEASE RECYCLE THIS NEWSPAPER

TUTTLE

from page 1

with different subjects. She
will work to align these
materials with district prior-
ities and will be partnering
with Gateway educators to
do that, Tuttle said.

The grant half of her job
will be based on the same
philosophy, to assure align-
ment with district and school
priorities and goals. Her
goal, she said, will be to uti-
lize funds effectively to have
the most impact.

Tuttle acknowledg-
es that the grant front faces
challenges. “The fiscal situ-
ation at the Federal level is
uncertain, Tuttle said. “We
will adapt. We will seek out
all viable funding sourc-
es and will utilize every
resource we can obtain.
Extra funding is critical for
supplementary things that
need to be done.”

Tuttle said she is very

SMIDY

excited about getting this
job. “Because I already have
some insight as to what a
wonderful district this is, I
am so excited to jump in and
start working with every-
body.” She said that she’s
happy to become part of this
tight-knit community but
added that she will also be
able to bring in an outside
perspective. “I’ve worked
with many districts across
the Commonwealth. I'm
thrilled to bring those expe-
riences and ideas,” Tuttle
said.

It’s not without a low
note. “Kristen leaving is
heartbreaking. But I think
the systems she’s put in
place will be sustained. I'm
excited to be a part of that.”
Tuttle officially starts on
July 1, but has spent a few
days in the district working
with LeBlanc.

Vermont State University
Randolph Center, Vermont
DEAN’S LIST
Megan Ward
Easthampton

of

Worcester
Polytechnic Institute
Worcester
DEAN’S LIST

Gabriel Rapoza of
Easthampton, class of 2027
aerospace engineering major

Marissa Whalley of
Westfield, class of 2026,
architectural engineering
major

MassDEP lists Green Team

BOSTON - The
Massachusetts Department
of Environmental Protection
acknowledged students from
475 classrooms across the
state who participated in the
Green Team program, mak-
ing the 2024-2025 school
year the highest registration
in the program history.

MassDEP recognized
94 Green Teams across
Massachusetts with Green
Team Awards for outstand-
ing environmental steward-
ship and educational activ-
ities. The Green Team is a
statewide program spon-
sored by the Executive
Office of Energy and
Environmental Affairs and
MassDEP to empower stu-
dents and teachers to help
the environment by acting in
their communities.

“I applaud the thou-

HCC lists graduates of
alternative high school program

HOLYOKE - The
Gateway program at Mount
Holyoke Community
College is an alternative
high school program.

It started in 2008 and
belongs to the National
Gateway to College net-
work. The Gateway modus
operandi is to take students
who have dropped out of
high school or are at risk for
dropping out and put them
into college classes, where
they can secure their high
school diplomas while also
earning transferable college
credits.

sands of Massachusetts
educators and students
who successfully complet-
ed the Green Team pro-
gram this school year,” said
Education Secretary Patrick
A. Tutwiler. “This initiative
not only finds innovative
and engaging ways to teach
students about conservation,
clean energy and recycling,
but also encourages them to
get out in their communities
and make a real difference
for the environment.”

For more than 20
years, the Green Team
program has been open to
Massachusetts students of
all ages who share in the
goals of reducing pollution
and protecting the environ-
ment with a focus on recy-
cling, composting, and sus-
tainability.

Participating teams

Spring 2025 Gateway
to College graduates
are: Rhys Perusse of
Easthampton, Linda Huddle
Award from Gateway
National (minimum GPA
of 3.0); Sawyer Kirley
of Northampton; Jasper
Sargent of Northampton;
Lily-Alice Farrelly of
Westfield; Julianna Garcia
of Westfield; Amelia
Gravel-Blaney, Linda
Huddle Award from
Gateway National (mini-
mum GPA of 3.0); Azaiah
Ortiz of Westfield; Zeik
Wiemer of Westfield,

were entered in a drawing
for prizes, and 94 Green
Teams received prizes for
their efforts. Eight schools
won grand prizes, and 24
schools were recognized for
going “above and beyond”
with their efforts to promote
sustainability and responsi-
ble leadership in their com-
munities in particular areas
of focus. All 32 winners will
receive a gift card that can
be used for a party to cel-
ebrate their hard work and
dedication, or for materials
or equipment that support
their Green Team efforts.

Additionally, each
participating student in 62
Green Team classes will
receive a “Bee the Change”
pollinator seed packet for
their impressive work this
school year.

One of eight grand

Linda Huddle Award and
President’s Award from
Gateway National (mini-
mum GPA of 3.7) and Tati
Zuniga of Westfield.

Each year, Gateway
National recognizes indi-
vidual students for their
academic performance.
Fifteen HCC Gateway stu-
dents received the Linda
Huddle Award, which hon-
ors graduating students who
earned a minimum GPA
of 3.0. Seven received the
President’s Award, present-
ed to students with a mini-
mum GPA of 3.7

awards

prize winners was HEC
Academy, Collaborative
for Educational Services
of Northampton. The HEC
Academy Green Team, led
by Amy Stamm, maintained
their previous environmen-
tal efforts while acceler-
ating new initiatives this
school year. The Team was
hands-on in the community,
maintaining the multi-city
bike path, supporting food
donation programs, and vol-
unteering at multiple reuse
organizations throughout the
Pioneer Valley. The Green
Team worked with a region-
al rabbit rescue to distrib-
ute nutrient-rich droppings
to local farms for fertilizer.
Stamm’s Team developed
a powerful sense of com-
munity, empowerment, and
peer-mentorship among the
students.
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had decided to leave after
four years and said that the
superintendent’s position
requires many skills and pulls
the person’s focus to do a
variety of things. “As much
as I liked being challenged
by different things-like the
roof, the budget-my real pas-
sion is teaching and learn-
ing. When I saw the NEASC
position posted, it’s sole
focus was to support schools
in implementing high quality
instruction. It really aligned
with what I’m passionate
about and what brings me
joy.”

When asked how she
would describe Gateway to
others, Smidy said that it’s
tight-knit, strong and a com-
munity that focuses a lot on
its relationships. “That level
of care makes Gateway real-
ly special. It almost sounds
cliche, but the staff truly and

deeply care and frame their
work around that,” she said.
Smidy went on to
describe what she felt were
Gateway’s biggest assets.
“The staff. There’s a will-
ingness to do what it takes
to really support students,
even if it means them tak-
ing on much more work,”
Smidy said. “It’s incredible.
Because we are so small,
everyone takes on so much
extra to elevate the commu-
nity.” Smidy said that she had
numerous examples of this
at both the elementary and
upper (Gateway Regional
School, covering grades
6-12) schools. “It’s so per-
sonal and it’s unique in edu-
cation.” Smidy added that
another area the district was
improving on was putting
structures in place to increase
student opportunities across
the board both academic and

extra-curricular. She also
praised the facilities and the
staff’s cultural level of com-
munity.

She was then asked
to name Gateway’s biggest
challenges. She began by
reiterating that Gateway does
the best with what they have
and really stretches things
to make them as wonderful
as they can be for students.
“At some point, it can’t be
stretched anymore,” she
acknowledged. “A lot of what
happens is out of the good-
ness of people’s hearts. But
when will Gateway get a fair
allocation of Rural School
Aid to give it the resources
it needs? It”s risky to design
a system around the good in
people.”

“We’re small. Everyone
does everything. Keeping up
with state mandates requires
the commitment of people

who are already overcom-
mitted. We have gaps. For
example, we don’t offer com-
puter classes or study the use
of Al There’s only so much
that people can do.” Smidy
added that the contractual
time of Gateway’s teachers is
already higher than any sur-
rounding district. “It’s not the
staff. It’s not the towns. It’s
the level of state resources,”’
she said. “In the towns, peo-
ple are volunteering to keep
their towns running. That’s a
tricky model to sustain.”

She also looked back
on her favorite accomplish-
ments about her time at
Gateway. First and foremost,
she said, was acquiring the
Barr Foundation grant, which
helps districts plan ways to
propel both excellence and
equity in their schools. Barr
typically focuses on high
schools but, given Gateway’s
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small staff and student num-
bers, they granted multi-year
funds to allow the reimag-
ining of education dis-
trict-wide. She said it real-
ly gave them permission to
dream about what we could
do here and provided oppor-
tunities to see what other
innovative schools through-
out the country are doing.

“Barr is aligned with
having people feel respected
and valued, which is joyful
for me. I have found joy in
reflecting respect in as many
ways as we can come up
with. It has been amazing,”
Smidy said.

She also said that they
had invested in the structur-
al work that students have
sought, especially with bul-
lying prevention and Title IX.
“It created a stronger sense
of safety, which has been
important,” she said.

The departing superin-
tendent was asked what char-
acteristics her replacement
will need in order to succeed.
“They need to be smart, open
to listening to all of the con-
cerns and ideas that people
have, and be a very strong
communicator,” Smidy said.
“They need to truly care
about the community. I don’t
think people will be success-
ful here if they don’t.”

She added, “Gateway
has had great momentum in
work that is important and
valued and said the new
superintendent will need to
lead that work going forward.
They need to gain the trust
and respect of the commu-
nity. The roof and regional
agreement both need attend-
ing to. But the most import-
ant thing is to keep their head
up and keep the district mov-
ing forward,” she said.

MassDOT lists [-90 lane closures

The Massachusetts
Department of Transportation
announces a number of lane
closures will be in effect
along 1-90, in Beckett and
Stockbridge, to facilitate road
and bridge maintenance work.

There will be lane clo-
sures Stockbridge and West
Stockbridge lane on I-90
westbound from mile marker
8.2 to mile marker 3.0 now
through Thursday, June 26
from 7 p.m.-5:30 a.m. Work
concludes at on Friday, June
27 a5:30 a.m.

There will be land clo-
sures Stockbridge: high speed

lane closure 1-90 eastbound,
from mile marker 5.0 to mile
marker 5.8, turn around, from
now to Thursday, June 26
from 7 p.m.-5:30 a.m. Work
concludes on Friday, June 27
at 5:30 a.m.

Other lane closures are
Stockbridge on I-90 east-
bound and westbound, at mile
marker 7.5 on Thursday, June
26 from 7 p.m.-5:30 a.m. -
work concludes on Friday,
June 27 at 5:30 a.m. and
Becket: lane closures on 1-90
eastbound and westbound, at
mile marker 18.4, from now
to Thursday, June 26, from

7 p.m.-5:30 a.m. -work con-
cludes on Friday, June 27 at
5:30 a.m. Daytime lane clo-
sure is in Becket on I-90
westbound, at mile marker
17.6 is Thursday, June 26, and
Friday, June 27, from 7 a.m.-
3:30 p.m.

Appropriate signage and
messaging will be in place
to guide drivers through the
work area. Drivers travel-
ing through the affected area
should expect delays, reduce
speed, and use caution. All
scheduled work is weath-
er dependent and subject to
change without notice.

For more information on
traffic conditions, travelers
are encouraged to: Download
the Mass511 mobile app or
visit www.mass511.com
to view live cameras, travel
times, real-time traffic con-
ditions, and project informa-
tion before setting out on the
road. Users can subscribe to
receive text and email alerts
for traffic conditions. Dial
511 and select a route to hear
real-time conditions. Follow
@MassDOT on X, formerly
known as Twitter, to receive
regular updates on road and
traffic conditions.

Bidwell House hosts summer history talk

TYRINGHAM - On
Saturday, June 28 a 11 a.m.
Bidwell House Museum will
host a summer history talk.

A Lecture on Mason’s
Tool Chest: 18th and 19th
Century Stone Work with
Dennis Picard will be held
in person at the Tyringham

Unior Church anr via Zoom.
Members are $15 and
non-members $25. Zoom. In
this second history talk of the
2025 season we take a look
at the history of masonry
work in New England.

The Bidwell House
Museum is open for guid-

ed tours from Memorial
Day to October. Tours are
by appointment only on
Monday, Thursday, Friday
and Saturday at 11 a.m.,
Ip.m. or 3 p.m. Tours can
be booked by calling 413-
528-6888 or emailing bid-
wellhm2 @gmail.com. The

Museum grounds-194 acres
of woods, fields, historic
stonewalls, self-guided trails
and picnic sites-are open
every day, dawn until dusk,
free of charge. The program
of events can be found on the
museum’s website: www.bid-
wellhousemuseum.org.

BEAT hosts tree
identification walk

WILLIAMSTOWN
— Berkshire Environmental
Action Team will host a
free tree identification walk
at The Clark Art Institute’s
grounds and walking trails in
Williamstown on Saturday,
June 28 at 9:30 a.m.

Rain date is Sunday,
June 29. This informative
and engaging walk will last
approximately two hours and
will feature slow-paced stops
along the way. Participants
will be outdoors for the entire
duration of the walk, so
appropriate footwear, cloth-
ing and drinking water are
recommended.

On this guided walk,
participants will learn key
characteristics of trees com-
monly found in Western
Massachusetts. Led by a
Berkshire naturalist and tree
enthusiast, the walk will offer
tips and tricks for recogniz-
ing tree species throughout
the year, regardless of the
presence of leaves. In addi-

tion to learning how to iden-
tify trees, participants will
have the opportunity to view
some of the artwork integrat-
ed into the natural landscape
of The Clark.

This event is free and
open to the public; however,
space is limited and regis-
tration is required. For more
information or to register,
people may email chelsey @
thebeatnews.org.

This tree walk is part
of a grant awarded by the
Woodlands Partnership of
Northwest Massachusetts
to Berkshire Environmental
Action Team. BEAT is a
501(c)(3) nonprofit organiza-
tion based in Pittsfield. They
work with the community
to protect the environment
for wildlife in support of the
natural world. To learn more
about BEAT, people may
visit their website at www.
thebeatnews.org, email them
at team @thebeatnews.org or
call 413-464-9402.
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Westhampton Public Library announces upcoming events

WESTHAMPTON -
The Westhampton Public
Library, 1 North Road, is
open

Monday and Thursday
from 2-8 p.m., Tuesday and
Wednesday from 9 a.m.-noon
and 1-5 p.m. and Saturday
from 10 a.m.-1 p.m.

The library will be
closed Saturday, July 5 in
observance of Independence
Day. To place a request for
curbside pickup, people
may email westhampton @
cwmars.org or call 413-527-
5386.

Ongoing events include
knitting group on Mondays

at 6 p.m., yoga on Monday
at 6 p.m. (no yoga July 28),
Scrabble group Tuesday at 2
p-m., book group Thursday,
July 1 with guest author
Emily Everrett, walk-
in wellness clinic with
Westhampton’s public nurse
first and third Wednesday
10-11:30 a.m. and coffee and
chat Wednesdays from 10
a.m.-noon. Yoga is drop-in,
first-come/first-served, and
registration is not required.
Tech Connect drop-in
tech help is Thursdays, July
24 and Aug. 28 from 2-4
p-m. Hilltown Permaculture
Club meets fourth Thursday

of the month at 7 p.m.

June/July Artists,
Hampshire County Food
Council, there will be a
collection of food stories.
Refreshments will be served
and the exhibit will be on
view in June and July during
library hours.

Summer Reading
2025 Level Up at Your
Library will be happen-
ing this summer. Special
thanks to The Westhampton
Cultural Council for spon-
soring Escape Room with
Wicked Fun Games and
Stitched Journal Workshop.
The Westhampton Cultural

Council is a local agency
funded by Mass Cultural
Council, a state agency.
Thanks to the Friends of
Westhampton Library and the
Lyn Keating Programming
Fund for sponsoring all other
summer reading programs
and incentives.

On Wednesday July 2 at
10 a.m. Little Roots Music
Class for preschool-aged pro-
gram takes place. It is limited
to 15 families.

On Wednesday July 9
at 2 p.m. Escape Room with
Wicked Fun Games Ages 8+,
limited to 10 participants.

On Wednesday July 16

FLORENCE

at 2 p.m. Cosplay Workshop
with Eliza Eldredge of
EldritchArts ages 12+, lim-
ited to 20 participants takes
place.

OnWednesday July 23
at 2 p’m. Stitched Journal
Workshop with Lisa Hersey
of Antler Editions ages
12-18, limited to 8 partici-
pants, takes place People
may email ewayne@cwmars.
org to register for any or all
of these programs.

Monday July 28 at 5:30
p.m Tom Ricardi’s Birds of
Prey will be at the library.
Participants will learn about
different birds of prey with

a licensed rehabilitator. All
ages are welcome.

On Wednesday July 30
at 2 p.m. Brightspot Reading
Buddies/Read-In for Double
Points come to the library to
read to one of the Brightspot
Reading Buddies, or spend
some time reading at home
for double the points.
Reading Buddy slots at the
library are first-come, first-
served

Saturday Aug 2 at
11 a.m. summer reading
ends. Participants can col-
lect prizes. Winners will be
announced online Saturday
morning.

Florence Bank hires Callie Flanagan as VP/small business lender

FLORENCE - The
Florence Bank welcomed
Callie Flanagan of Holyoke
as vice president/small busi-
ness lender in the commer-
cial originations department
of the Florence headquarters.

Flanagan has 13 years
of small business lending
experience and most recent-
ly worked at the U.S. Small
Business Administration as

lender relations specialist/
Springfield branch manager.
Skilled at building rela-
tionships, credit analysis,
underwriting, portfolio man-
agement and SBA lending,
Flanagan has also served as
a loan officer and director of
lending at Common Capital.
While in the latter role, she
led a small lending team to
achieve top lender in the state

with the U.S. Small Business
Administration for multiple
loan products over multiple
years.

“A small business lend-
er works with small busi-
nesses in the community to
obtain financing that will
help that business launch,
grow and expand,” Flanagan
said. “I will assist with the
direction and coordination of

GREAT BARRINGTON

small business lending activ-
ities, and I look forward to
counseling customers where
possible regarding business
management and financial
matters.”

She holds a bachelor’s
degree in business admin-
istration from Fordham
University and is vice chair
of the Holyoke Economic
Development and Industrial

Corporation and a member of
the Ladies’ Ancient Order of
the Hibernians.

“We are excited to have
Callie on our team. She
brings excellent lender expe-
rience, SBA knowledge and
passion and will surely be
a valuable asset to our cus-
tomers,” said Florence Bank
President and CEO Matt
Garrity.

Florence Bank is a
mutual savings bank char-
tered in 1873. Currently,
the bank serves the Pioneer
Valley through 12 full-ser-
vice branch locations in
Florence, Northampton,
Easthampton, Williamsburg,
Amherst, Hadley,
Belchertown, Granby,
Chicopee, West Springfield,
and Springfield.

Sculpture to be unveiled July 19

BARRINGTON - A 11fe-
size sculpture of W.E.B.
Du Bois will be unveiled
on Saturday, July 19 at 2
p-m. in front of the Mason
Public Library on Main
Street, a fitting site in the
heart of Du Bois’s home-
town.

All are welcome
to attend this free public
event, which will serve as
the centerpiece of a week-
end-long celebration of
Du Bois’s enduring lega-
cy. The bronze sculpture,
created by renowned artist
Richard Blake, will sit on
a curving marble bench at
the center of a redesigned
library plaza. The site
features renovated steps,
added seating, and a sense
of welcome.

“This moment rep-
resents years of dedication
from so many people,” said

Ari Zorn, co-chair of the
W.E.B. Du Bois Sculpture
Project. “We are bringing
Dr. Du Bois home in a way
that invites everyone to sit
with him, reflect with him,
and carry forward his lega-
cy. This sculpture isn’t just
a monument - it’s a space
for justice, remembrance,
and stewardship.”

Founded in 2021, the
W.E.B. Du Bois Sculpture
Project is a grassroots ini-
tiative that has raised funds
and community support
to commission the statue
and create the surround-
ing plaza as a gift to the
town of Great Barrington.
Programming partners and
supporters have helped
plan a meaningful week-
end of events, including
two special programs host-
ed by Chesterwood, the
historic home of sculptor
Daniel Chester French, as

well as the fourth annual
Du Bois Forum Roundtable
at Jacob’s Pillow.

Born in Great
Barrington in 1868, W.E.B.
Du Bois was a pioneer-
ing sociologist, civil
rights leader, author and
co-founder of the NAACP.
His 1903 work, “The Souls
of Black Folk,” is a foun-
dational text in American
literature and thought. Dr.
Du Bois graduated from
Searles High School in
Great Barrington in 1884,
and his early education was
supported by members of
the local Congregational
Church, located next door
to the Mason Library.

The project reflects a
broad coalition of private
donors, local businesses,
and community partners,
whose collaboration and
vision helped make this
tribute possible:
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CDCSB names Lane executive director

GREAT BARRINGTON
— The Board of Directors of
the Community Development
Corporation of South
Berkshire announces the
appointment of Stephanie
Lane as its new executive
director.

Lane, an experienced
leader in affordable hous-
ing and real estate develop-
ment. She brings to CDCSB
more than two decades of
expertise in nonprofit and
mission-driven housing,
including prior leadership
roles at Shires Housing, Inc.
in Bennington, Vermont
and Housing Resources of
Columbia County, Inc.. Her
background in property devel-
opment, project management
and cross-sector collaboration
positions her to lead CDCSB
during a time of significant
growth and opportunity.

“Stephanie brings exact-
ly the kind of expertise we
need at this moment,” said

Jim Harwood, Chair of the
CDCSB Board. “Her deep
knowledge of real estate devel-
opment and her ability to
navigate both the public and
private sectors will be invalu-
able as we expand our impact.
We're thrilled to welcome her
to the organization.”

“I’ve long admired
CDCSB’s mission and com-
munity focus,” said Lane.
“This is an extraordinary orga-
nization doing critical work
in addressing critical issues in
workforce housing and eco-
nomic development in the
Berkshires. I'm honored to
join the team and excited to
help deepen its impact in the
community.”

Lane holds a Bachelor
of Arts Degree in business
administration and manage-
ment from The College of
Saint Rose in Albany.

CDCSB is a non-prof-
it developer of workforce
and affordable housing in the

Southern Berkshires. Recent
achievements include the com-
pletion in September 2023 of
49 units of affordable hous-
ing at the Windrush Commons
development just south of
downtown Great Barrington,
and the acquisition of the his-
toric Sumner Block in 2023,
which preserved six workforce
housing units in the communi-
ty’s walkable downtown.

CDCSB also supports
economic development in the
Southern Berkshires, provid-
ing technical consulting assis-
tance at no charge to local
small businesses. During
COVID, CDCSB’s Small
Business Technical Assistance
program has helped more than
60 businesses launch, pivot
or stabilize and helped secure
more than $1.5 million in
funding for those businesses.
For more information on the
CDCSB or to make a dona-
tion, people may visit cdcsb.
org.

Community
Autumn Events

Event Should Be Non-Profit
& Open to the Public

Event Name

Date/Time

Location

Description

Cost

Contact name & phone number for more information

MAIL YOUR LISTING INFORMATION TO:
Turley Publications, Attn: Jamie Joslyn, 24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069

or email* them to: jamie@turley.com




