
By Wendy Long
Correspondent

Gateway Regional 
Schoo l  s en io r s ,  L i ly 
Peloquin and Theodore 
DeAngelis-Page took the 
school’s top honors as 

announced at the school’s 
Senior Awards Assembly 
held on Wednesday, May 
27. 

Peloquin was named 
Valedictorian for having 
the highest weighted Grade 
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Peloquin, DeAngelis-Page, 
take top honors at GRHS

By Mary Kronholm
Correspondent

The town of Blandford 
will kick off America’s 
250th anniversary cele-
brations a full week early 
with two days of fireworks, 
live music, history, home-
town pride and family fun 
during “Blandford’s Happy 
Birthday America 250 
Celebration” on Friday and 
Saturday, June 26–27 at the 
Blandford Fairgrounds.

The community-wide 
celebration is designed to 
bring together residents, 
families and visitors, con-
nected to Blandford for a 
festive weekend honor-
ing both America’s birth-
day and Blandford’s deep 
Revolutionary-era roots.

Friday night
 fireworks and fun
Sponsored by the 

B land fo rd  H i s to r i ca l 
Society. festivities begin 
Friday,  June 26 from 
6-9:30 p.m. at the fair-
grounds with an evening 
of live entertainment, food 
and fireworks.

The Pitoniak Brothers 
Band will provide live 
music leading up to fire-
works at dusk. Attendees 
are encouraged to bring 
blankets, lawn chairs, and 
picnics for an old-fash-
ioned summer evening cel-
ebration.

Food and refreshments 
will also be on sale includ-
ing hamburgers, hot dogs, 
drinks, apple cider dough-
nuts and craft beer from 
Skyline Beer Company. 

Saturday parade and 
community celebration

Sponsored by the town 
of Blandford, the celebra-
tion continues Saturday, 
June 27 beginning with the 
“Then & Now” Parade at 
11 a.m. 

The parade will trav-
el from Blandford Town 
Hall to the fairgrounds 
and feature police and 
color guards, the Holyoke 
Caledonian Pipe Band, vet-
erans, fire trucks, historical 
families and places, elect-
ed and appointed officials, 

By Mary Kronholm
Correspondent

Monday morning got 
off to a dank, dark and drea-
ry start. 

Fog had settled in, but 
it was dry, then about 7:15 it 
poured. But then by the time 
the parade was ready to step 
out, there was sunshine and 
warmer weather. 

Veterans led the parade 
marchers followed by mem-
bers of the Select Board. 
There was a crowd on 
the lawn at the Blandford 
Historical Society at the top 
of Main Street, and it spread 
down North Blandford Road 
with a view of Veterans’ 
Park at Town Commons.

Maple  and Gibson 
Mangini carried the town’s 
banner. Blandford Volunteer 
Firefighters paraded their 
equipment and were escort-
ed by several departments 
from surrounding towns. 

Organizer  Douglas 
Emo was the master of cer-
emonies and introduced 
the American Legion’s 
Chapla in ,  Pas tor  Tom 
Crouse, new pastor at the 
Blandford Congregational 
Church.

Kyle  Mangini  per-
f o r m e d  A m e r i c a  t h e 
Beautiful and the Star 
Spangled Banner and Jon 
Berman played taps on his 
prized 1967 Henri Selmer 
saxophone. Maple Mangini 
and Aliviana Michalski pre-

Blandford remembers its fallen veterans
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By Wendy Long
Correspondent

T h e  6 3 r d  A n n u a l 
Commencement Exercises 
honoring the Class of 2026 
from Gateway Regional 
School took place on Booster 
Field on Friday, May 29 at 6 

p.m.
The  Gateway Band 

pe r fo rmed  “Pomp and 
Circumstance” as the grad-
uating seniors were led 
onto the field by Marshals 
Charlotte Hansen and Cailin 
McKellick. Dr. William 
Sullivan, Principal led the 

pledge of allegiance followed 
by the band’s rendition of the 
National Anthem.  

Class President Grace 
Renauld  welcomed the 
attendees referencing the 
“great separation” that in the-
ory is set to occur the sum-
mer after graduation; how-

ever, Renauld cautioned that 
everyone was free to choose 
to keep people in their lives. 

She also referenced 
her ultimate supporter, her 
younger brother Oliver call-
ing him “my biggest fan, and 
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Gateway graduates 33 on Booster Field

Turley Publications photos by Wendy Long
Six seniors graduated with their Early Education and Care certification and wore stoles that had been created with their students. They 
are, from left, Lily Peloquin, Rylan McCaul, Shelby Jackman, Elizabeth Kadzik, Kate Lewis and Jayliana Rivera.
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“Education is not preparation for life; education is life itself.”  –  John Dewey“Education is not preparation for life; education is life itself.”  –  John Dewey

Turley Publications Photo by Wendy Long 
Gateway seniors Theodore DeAngelis-Page, Salutatorian and 
Lily Peloquin, Valedictorian and Golden Achievement Award,  
took top honors at the Class of 2026 Senior Awards Ceremony 
held on Wednesday, May 26.

CONGRATULATIONS CLASS OF 2026

250th anniversary events 
include fireworks, music, more

Turley Publications photos by 
Mary Kronholm

Above, veterans led the Memorial 
Day Parade, first row from left, 
U.S. Army Sgt. Tom Huntoon; 
on active duty, E1 U.S. Air Force 
Amber Stearns and Technical Sgt. 
U.S. Air Force Douglas Emo and 
second row, 1st Infantry Division 
U.S. Army, James Crane; Senior 
Airman, U.S. Air Force, Lloyd Marti; 
U.S. Marines David Howe and 
U.S. Navy  E5 Second Class Petty 
Officer Scott Lemme. Left, laying 
the commemorative wreath are, 
U. S. Marine Sgt. Michael Wojcik 
and U. S. Army Sgt. Tom Huntoon 
who were escorted by E1 U.S. Air 
Force Amber Stearns. The wreath 
was placed at the center marker 
commemorating Gen. Henry 
Knox’s trip to Boston with cannons 
for Gen. George Washington. 
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BECKET

B E C K E T  –  O n 
Saturday, June 6 from 10:30 
a.m.-noon, the Becket Arts 
Center, 7 Brooker Hill Road, 
will offer a “Becket Moving 
Freestyle” dance program 
with Delsie Dunn as the 
guest facilitator. 

This opportunity to dis-
cover ways to move to music 
with intention and open-
ness is guaranteed to warm 
up the body and lift the 
spirit. People should wear 
loose-fitting clothes, a towel, 
water bottle and indoor 
shoes or go barefoot. 

Session fee is $15 and 
$10 for members. Walk-ins 
are welcome. 

For registration and 
more information, people 
may visit becketartscenter.
org. This class will also be 
offered on Saturday, June 13.

The Becket Arts Center 
announces a special pro-
gram featuring two of the 
Berkshires’ most celebrat-
ed artists, photographer 
Gregory Crewdson and 
musician, Johnny Irion. 

Their candid, in-depth 
conversation, focusing on 
how the life and landscape 
of the Berkshires inspire 
their creative work, will take 
place on Saturday, June 6 
from 2-4 p.m. Crewdson’s 
pho tographs ,  c inemat -
ic, large-scale images of 

American life, have been 
exhibited at museums and 
galleries worldwide.  

Irion is a nationally 
acclaimed singer-songwriter, 
whose music weaves folk, 
Americana and storytelling. 
For tickets, $15 per person 
and more information, peo-
ple may visit becketartscen-
ter.org. 

On Saturday, June 6 
from 4-6 p.m., the Becket 
Arts Center will host a free 
reception celebrating the live 
launch of the Becket Stories 
Project, a permanent interac-
tive archive and public story 
trail developed by the Becket 
Arts Center in collaboration 
with more than 20 members 
of the community. 

The story trail is open 
to the public and designed 
to deepen the connection 
between residents, visitors 
and the community that 
calls Becket home. For more 
information, please see beck-
etartscenter.org. 

On  Sa tu rday,  June 
13,  from 2-4 p.m. the 
Becket Arts Center will 
host a free opening recep-
tion for the 2026 Berkshire 
LGBTQ+Pride Art Exhibit, 
“ A m p l i f y i n g  Q u e e r 
Creativity.” Participating 
artists: Ricky Barton, Tom 
Cassotta, Jacob Clayton, 
C. Willian Dunsay, Brian 

F o l e y,  J a m e s  J a s p e r , 
Rachel Kaufmann, Jackie 
Luczynski, Pops Peterson, 
Autumn Phoenix, Saemi, 
Lucia Shuff-Heck, Lisa 
Slavid, Calyx Wildflower 
and Mike Zippel. The show 
will run from June 11 until 
July 5, though the Arts 
Center will be closed on 
July 4. For more informa-
tion, people may visit beck-
etartscenter.org.

The Becket Arts Center 
announces that its outdoor 
summer music series will 
begin on Saturday, June 13 
at 5 p.m. with the celebrat-
ed Wanda Houston Band. Its 
eclectic blend of classic jazz, 
R&B, and Rock and Roll has 
made the band one of the 
most popular musical groups 
in the Berkshires. This year 
the music series will take 
place in North Becket Park 
on Maple Street across from 
the Becket  Washington 
Elementary school . .  In 

case of rain, the concert 
will move indoors. Part of 
the Becket Arts Center’s 
Music Brings Communities 
Together program, the per-
formance is free, but dona-
tions are always welcome. 
For  more  informat ion, 
people  may visit at beck-
etartscenter.org.  

On Sunday, June 14 at 
10:30 a.m. the Becket Arts 
Center will present a hands-
on Eco-Printing workshop. 
Eco-printing or botanical 
contact printing is a sus-
tainable art form where real 
leaves, flowers and bark are 
bundled with fabric or paper 
and steamed to release their 
natural pigments. Mallorey 
Caron will guide participants 
in unlocking the colors and 
shapes of the natural plant 
surroundings and in creat-
ing a unique botanical print 
silk scarf to take home. No 
prior artistic experience is 
necessary, but space is lim-
ited. Workshop fee: $80; $70 
to $60 for members; $40 for 
Card to Culture members 
and $30 for students, grades 
9 to 12 for materials. 

The Becket Arts Center, 
in collaboration with the 
Guild of Berkshire Artists, 
will hold a Plein Air morn-
ing of painting, drawing and 
photographing outdoors in 
Becket on Wednesday, June 

17 from 10 a.m.-1 p.m. 
People should bring their 
oils, acrylics, watercolors, 
pastels, pencils, cameras or 
digital painting equipment  
and a lunch. Open to artists 
of all levels. $10 per per-
son; free for members of the 
Becket Arts Center and the 
Guild of Berkshire Artists. 
For reservations and more 
information, people may 
visit becketartscenter.org or 
register at berkshireartists.
org/pleinair.

Becket Arts Center announce upcoming events Becket 
Athenaeum 
lists events

BECKET – The Becket 
Athenaeum, 3367 Main 
St.,will hold a book reading 
and discussion with local 
author Richard Sgaglio, on 
Thursday, June 11 at 6 p.m. 

His book “When the 
Road Narrows” is set against 
the backdrop of the 1980s 
and the emerging AIDS crisis. 
This is a LGBTQ+ coming of 
age story that follows Nick, a 
young man struggling to rec-
oncile his traditional upbring-
ing with his emerging iden-
tity.  People should RSVP to 
bwlibrary.org/road.

On Tuesday, June 23 at 
11:30 a.m. there will be pic-
nic and popsicle party with 
live music by Stacey Peasley 
to celebrate school’s out, 
summer’s on. This party is 
for all ages and will be held 
in North Becket Village Park, 
Maple Street. Popsicles are 
provided and people should 
bring a picnic lunch. RSVP is 
appreciated by visiting bwli-
brary.org/summer. 

Summer reading pro-
gram, “plant a seed, read,” for 
all ages, takes place Tuesday, 
June 23 through Saturday, 
Aug. 22. People should visit 
bwlibrary.org/summer for 
more information.

$222
lb

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION
USDA INSP. FROZEN

PORK SHOULDER PICNIC .....

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

SALE DATES: SALE DATES: 
6/4/26-6/10/266/4/26-6/10/26

USDA INSP. FROZEN AT SEA

SNOW CRAB CLUSTERS ...........
 

PRICES IN  RED
ARE AT OR BELOW

 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

$249
USDA INSP. FROZEN POPEYE’S

PIEROGIES CHEESE & POTATO
POTATO & SOUR CREAM 13 OZ ................

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS/SKINLESS

CHICKEN BREAST 10 LB. BAG .........

lb

$139
lb

lb

$999

USDA INSP. SLICED FROM OUR DELI

TURKEY BREAST ..........................

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN
ASSORTED PORK 
LOIN CHOPS ..........................

lb
$399

$222

USDA INSP. FRESH
BONELESS PORK
SIRLOIN CUTLETS .................

$239
lb

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

$429
lb

7 LB 7 LB 
BAGBAG

80% LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

lb77¢

lb

USDA INSP. CUT IN STORE

BONE-IN HAM STEAKS ...............

$499

USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN DRUMSTICKS 10 LB. BAG ....

ea

CUT CUT 
FREEFREE

USDA INSP. 
FROZEN BEEF

GREAT ON THE GRILL

USDA INSP. SLICED IN OUR STORE

PROVOLONE CHEESE ...................
$444

lb
lb

$279
BACK RIBS

$1298
lb

BEEF TENDERLOIN

USDA INSP. STOREMADE KABOBS WITH VEGGIES

lb
$599CHICKEN                   BEEF $899

lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN PEPPERIDGE FARM

CHOCOLATE FUDGE 
LAYER CAKE 19.6 OZ .......................$399

ea

BASIC PISTOL COURSE
WITH LIVE FIRE

For License To Carry Permit
$140

Call For Class Dates/Details
413-537-0620 Matt Marcinkiewicz

muscione@hotmail.com

 Are you having difficulty communicating 
with your partner, struggling with 

boundaries, and healthy relationships? 

We invite you to join us 
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
 to explore these topics and more. 

This group will be held in zoom, is 
educational, confidential, and free. 

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.

NORTHAMPTON

NORTHAMPTON – 
On Saturday, June 13 from 
10a.m.-4 p.m. the Forbes 
Library sponsors the 32nd 
annua l  Forbes  Library 
Northampton Garden tour.

The event will be held 
rain or shine. Once again, 
lovers of gardens and Forbes 
Library may explore inspir-
ing delightful home gardens. 

Tickets provide garden 
locations along a 12-mile 

route and parking guidance. 
Participants provide their 
own transportation to all gar-
dens on the tour. 

Tour tickets are $20 if 
bought in advance; tickets 
are available through June 12 
at Forbes Library, Cooper’s 
Corner/Florence, State Street 
Fruit Store/Northampton, 
Bay State Perennial Farm/
Whately, Sugarloaf Gardens/
Sunderland. 

People may pre-pay by 
visiting online at friends.
forbeslibrary.org to reserve 
tour tickets for pick up at 
Forbes Library, 20 West St., 
the day of the tour.

L i m i t e d  e d i t i o n 
Northampton Garden Tour 
T-Shirts with original art-
work by Rosemary Barrett 
will be available on the tour 
for $25 or two for $40.

Garden tour takes place June 13
S P R I N G F I E L D .  – 

Freedom Credit Union once 
again steps up to support 
local families by hosting 
a summer-long food and 
donation drive to benefit 
the Food Bank of Western 
Massachusetts. 

From now through 
Monday, Aug. 31, commu-
nity members are invited to 
visit any Freedom Credit 
Union branch to contribute 
nonperishable food items or 
monetary donations. 

The drive is open to 
everyone, and donations 
can be made at all Freedom 
Credit Union branch loca-
tions across the region. 

The Food Bank of 
Western Massachusetts 
serves Berkshire, Franklin, 
Hampden and Hampshire 
counties for more than 40 
years. The organization dis-
tributes more than 17 mil-
lion pounds of food each 
year, which equates to more 
than 14 million meals. 

Through a network of 
nearly 200 partner pantries, 
meal sites and shelters, the 
Food Bank works to ensure 
individuals and families 
have access to nutritious 

food while also addressing 
the root causes of hunger. 

The need is especially 
acute in the communities 
served by Freedom Credit 
Union. According to the 
most recent Food Access 
Report from the Greater 
Boston Food Bank and 
Mass General Brigham, 
the number of households 
experiencing food insecuri-
ty has gone up by as much 
as 54% in some counties 
since 2019. The Food Bank 
of Western Massachusetts 
also reports that pantry 
usage has tripled since then, 
underscoring the growing 
demand in the region. 

“Access to nutritious 
food is a basic need, yet a 
growing number of indi-
viduals and families in 
our region continue to 
face food insecurity,” said 
Glenn Welch, president of 
Freedom Credit Union. “We 
are proud to partner with 
the Food Bank of Western 
Massachusetts to support 
their critical work. This 
annual initiative gives our 
members and the broader 
community a simple way to 
make a meaningful impact 

this summer.” 
In addition to distrib-

uting food, the Food Bank 
provides services such as 
SNAP enrollment assis-
tance, nutrition education 
and advocacy efforts aimed 
at creating long-term solu-
tions to hunger. 

Freedom Credit Union 
encourages individuals, 
families and local business-
es to participate by donating 
what they can throughout 
the summer months. Even 
small contributions can help 
make a difference for neigh-
bors in need.

Originally chartered 
in 1922 as the Western 
Massachusetts Telephone 
Workers  Credi t  Union 
and renamed in 2004, 
Freedom Credit Union is 
a nine branch, full-ser-
vice financial institution. 
Freedom Credit  Union 
has conveniently locat-
ed Massachusetts branch-
es in Chicopee, Feeding 
Hills, Greenfield, Ludlow, 
Northampton, Turners Falls, 
West Springfield and two 
in Springfield, as well as a 
Loan Production Office in 
Enfield, Connecticut. 

FCU launches summer food drive

Corrections policy
If you notice a factual error in our pages, please let us know, so that we can set 

the record straight. Email information to countryjournal@turley.com, or call us at 
413-283-8393. Corrections will be printedon page 4 or 5.

N O R T H A M P T O N 
– The Trustees of Forbes 
Library will present the 
Gertrude P. Smith Trustees 
Award to both Debin Bruce 
and J.R. Greene for their 
extraordinary dedication and 
volunteer service to Forbes 
Library on Thursday, June 11 
at 6:30 p.m. 

This is a free event open 
to the public.

Following a brief award 
ceremony, Tracy Grammer 
and Jim Henry will perform 
on the Hess Performance 
Stage on the Forbes Library’s 
grounds.

While  serving as  a 
Trustee of Forbes Library, 
Debin Bruce worked tire-
lessly to advocate and sup-
port the needs of the library 
so that it could best serve 
the community.  Among 
her accomplishments was 
chairing the Building and 

Grounds Committee where 
she worked tirelessly to bring 
the library’s long stand-
ing dream of a performance 
stage on the library’s grounds 
to a reality.

J .R.  Greene  served 
as President of the Calvin 
C o o l i d g e  P r e s i d e n t i a l 
L i b r a r y  a n d  M u s e u m 
Standing Committee for 
many years. Always very 
generous with his historical 
knowledge of Coolidge, he 
proved himself as a steadfast 
presence for the commit-
tee and a champion for the 
importance of the collection 
and the museum.

The Tracy Grammer 
and Jim Henry duo is syn-
onymous with impeccable 
musicianship, perfect harmo-
nies, a Jim Henry and Tracy 
Grammer with a green leafed 
tree in the background. 
diverse repertoire and the 

kind of musical chemistry 
and humorous banter they’d 
expect from musicians who 
have been touring and play-
ing around the world togeth-
er for over 20 years. 

A typical show includes 
a stage full of instruments 
(acoustic/electric guitars, 
violin, mandolin, Dobro) 
and a set list full of original 
songs, instrumentals, cre-
atively reimagined covers 
and highlights from Dave 
Carter’s  award-winning 
catalog. Both reside in the 
Pioneer Valley Henry lives 
in Shutesbury, where he also 
operates Rubytone Studios, 
and Grammer resides in 
Greenfield with her cat, 
Pickles. For more informa-
tion, people may visit the 
artists’ individual websites 
at http://www.tracygrammer.
com and at http://www.jim-
henry.net.

Trustees of Forbes Library present award
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PROPANE GAS
PLUMBING • HEATING

(413) 268-8360
TOLL FREE 1-800-464-2053

Family Owned & Operated
3 Berkshire Trail West (Route 9), P.O. Box 102, Goshen, MA 01032

www.georgepropane.com

George
PROPANE INC.

ARCHITECT
JEFFREY SCOTT PENN

77 Worthington Road, Huntington, MA 01050
Tel. 413-531-1868
Fax. 413-667-3082

Email: jspsed@verizon.net

new construction, renovation,
historic preservation

DOWN TO EARTH
EXCAVATING

413+667+ 5269

Highly Regarded Professionals: Complete Site Work,
Septic Development and Repairs. Fully insured.

INC

DOWN TO EARTH
EXCAVATING INC

Paul & Randy LaPointe, Owners Huntington, Mass.

Rev. Down to Earth ad #2:Davis  10/30/12  8:44 AM  Page 1

• Tune Ups
• Installations

• Oil Tanks

Huntington, Massachusetts

Office 413.667.0245
Cell 413.530.7037

jeffsoilburnerservice@hotmail.com

FEED • PET SUPPLIES • CLOTHING • COAL 
WOOD PELLETS • WILD & CAGED BIRDSEED
 POOL SUPPLIES •  MOTOR OILS • FENCING
LAWN & GARDEN SUPPLIES • FERTILIZER

GATEWAY FARM & PET

59 RUSSELL ROAD, HUNTINGTON, MA 01050

1-413-667-2279
TARA GRENIER •  PAUL GRENIER

M-F 8am-5pm
Sat. 8am-4pm

BUSINESS 
DIRECTORY

46 Pitcher Street Donald Washburn
Montgomery, MA 01085   862-3301

Kirke R. Henshaw, Inc.
Water Well Drilling, Water Pump Sales & Service

800-232-4725 • Fax 413-296-4565
Charles R. Henshaw

130 Cummington Rd., W. Chesterfield, MA • 413-296-4725

Water
Testing

•
Water System

Repairs

System
Evaluations

•
Hydrofracture

to Increase Flow

FULLY LICENSED & INSURED 
Huntington, MA • 413-667-3149

dalesstructuralandcarpentry.com

Dale’s
Home Improvement • Additions • Restorations • Repairs

Sagging Floors - Beams - Columns
Sill Timbers - Termite Damage

Foundation Repairs - Piers & Footings 
Chimney Rebuilds

Structural 
& Carpentry

Post 
& Beam 
Repairs

Contact 
Wendy Delcamp

TO ADVERTISE AT
413-283-8393

or email:
wdelcamp@turley.com

413-561-8903
Junkbanditllc@gmail.com

Junkbandit.net
Chester, MA

 Clear your space with our
Junk Removal & Waste Disposal 

Services Today!

WORTHINGTON – On 
Friday, May 22, one lucky 
student from R.H. Conwell 
Elementary School looked 
out the front door of her 
house to see a fire engine–
not a yellow bus–arriving 
to pick her up for school.  

M i s s  Ava  S a n t o n i , 
a  s e c o n d  g r a d e r,  w a s 
picked up at  her  house 
by Worthington’s Engine 
1 with a “kind and calm” 
Chief Mike DonDiego at 
the wheel .  She and her 
o lde r  s i s t e r  L i l i ana ,  a 
four th  g rader,  c l imbed 
aboard and took off.   

Chief Dondiego report-
ed that Ava was “over the 
moon” and “hopping” with 
excitement. Since a ride 
directly to school would 
have been much too short, 
the fire engine took a loop 
around town.  

Ava and Liliana said 
they drove by “three storks 
(sand hi l l  cranes)  wi th 
cows behind them on the 
hi l l  and by the  Corner 
Store.”   

The fire chief  chat-
ted with them about their 
school year and they asked 

him about how many struc-
ture fires he had been to 
in his life. He answered 
between 30 and 40.  

The girls said the fire 
engine was really “tall” 
above the road and  “louder 
than they thought it would 
be.”  

Ava added tha t  she 
didn’t want Chief to run 
the siren because “it was 
too loud.” He agreed and 

added that people might 
think there was an emer-
gency happening.  

Engine 1 and its pre-
cious cargo passed the Fire 
Station and the town pond 
before arriving at school 
where a group of teachers 
and students were waiting 
at the front door.  

Later, as Ava walked 
through the school hallway, 
her friends greeted her, 

asking how the ride was 
and commenting that riding 
in a fire engine to school  
was “cool.”  

Another  schoolmate 
added in a friendly man-
ner  that she “was jeal-
ous.” Ava’s ride to school 
was a prize awarded during 
the Student Awareness of 
Fire Education visit to the 
Worthington Fire Station 
earlier this year in October. 

Second grader wins trip to school in Fire Engine 1

Transfer 
Station 
lists new
hours

WORTHINGTON 
– The Transfer Station 
summer hours are now 
in effect. 

H o u r s  a r e 
Wednesdays from 3-7 
p.m. and Saturdays 8 
a.m.-4 p.m.

WORTHINGTON – The 
Council on Aging coordinator 
announces on Monday, June 8 
at noon there will be a potluck 
luncheon in the Town Hall.

Ed and Sue Lewis will 
present their trip to Australia. 
Highlights include many beau-
tiful birds and astounding ani-
mals. For those, who want to 
come to the presentation only 

should arrive at 12:30 p.m.  All 
are welcome.

Other events include 
Bingo on Monday, June 22 at 
1 p.m. in the Town Hall. This 
is a free event and multiple 
cards.

On Wednesday, June 24 
at 1 p.m. there will be fall pre-
vention program in the Town 
Hall.

Deb Dreschnack, a Ph. 
D gerontologist health service 
specialist, will give a presenta-
tion on the incidence and prev-
alence of falls in older adults. 
She has extensive experience 
in falls research and interven-
tion. Participants will learn 
about strategies to prevent falls 
and maintain independence in 
mobility. All are welcome

COA lists upcoming events

WORTHINGTON

E. Cechi Farms 1131 Springfield Street
Feeding Hills, Mass. � “Everything you’d grow if you had forty acres.”

Open for the season! 
OUR OWN ASPARAGUS

PERENNIALS  |  ROSES  |  CLEMATIS 
PANSIES  |  HERBS 

LETTUCE  |  CABBAGE  |  SEEDS
POTS AND SOILS

STAND IS NOW OPEN WITH 
FRUITS & VEGETABLES

Time to Plant!

FIVE ISLANDS
Georgetown, Maine
2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom

Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

• Walk to Five Islands Wharf and 
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
• Close to Reid State Park

$1200/week
207-607-9333

Submitted photo
Ed and Sue Lewis will present a program on their trip to Australia. The Southern Cassowary was just 
one of the interesting birds they saw.

Worthington Fire Department’s Engine 1 arrives at R. H. Conwell Elementary School with two 
students on board. 

Submitted photos
Ava and Liliana Santoni disembark from WFD’s Engine 1.

HILLTOWNS

The next regular meet-
ing of the Pioneer Valley 
Planning Commission will 
be held on Thursday, June 
11 beginning at 5:30 p.m. 

The Zoom information 
and agenda will be provid-
ed approximately one week 
before the meeting.

PVPC holds Zoom meeting

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertiser is requested to check their advertisement 
the first time it appears. This paper will not be responsible for 
more than one corrected insertion, nor will be liable for any error 
in an advertisement to a greater extent than the cost of the space 
occupied by the item in the advertisement.
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Dear Rusty: 
In a previous column, 

you wrote about people who 
filed for Social Security late 
in life. 

I am currently incar-
cerated and will be filing for 
Social Security in the fall of 
2029. I will be 74 years old 
in the first week of January 
2029. Unless I read it wrong, 
could I be eligible to collect 
the previous six months? 

If this is so, how would 
that work? Would I get that 
all at once or incrementally? 
According to the chart we 
once got in the mail, I should 
be collecting the maximum 
amount. I’ve worked all of 
my life and never collected 
Social Security before. Also, 
my ex-wife remarried and 
has since passed away. Do I 
qualify for part of her Social 
Security?  

Signed, “D” in Danbury 
 

Dear “D” in Danbury: 
I’m afraid you cannot 

receive Social Security bene-
fits while you are incarcerat-
ed, even if you are eligible for 
them prior to your release. 

Thus, you cannot get 
retroactive Social Security 
benefits for any period you 
were still incarcerated. For 
clarity, although most who 
apply at a later age (e.g., in 
their 70s) do have the option 
to claim retroactive benefits, 
you cannot get any SS ben-
efits for any month you were 
still incarcerated. Further, 
you will not get credit for 
delaying your application 
for SS benefits while you are 
incarcerated (you won’t earn 
Delayed Retirement Credits 
during your incarceration).  

Assuming (from what 
you shared) that you expect 
to be released from incar-
ceration in the fall of 2029, 
you can apply for your SS 
benefits to start upon your 
release. Be aware, however, 
that it usually takes several 
months for your application 
for SS benefits to be pro-
cessed and you can speci-
fy the month you wish your 
benefits start. 

Your benefit amount 
will be based upon your 
average monthly earnings 
for the 35 highest earning 
years over your lifetime. 
But you cannot get retro-
active SS benefits for time 
prior to your release from 
incarceration. Since Social 
Security does not pay ben-
efits for partial months, you 
can file for your SS bene-
fits to start effective with the 
month following the month 
in which your incarceration 
ends. Be sure you have your 
official prison release doc-

umentation (parole or dis-
charge papers) in hand when 
you apply for your Social 
Security benefits. 

FYI, some correctional 
facilities have a “Prerelease 
Agreement” with Social 
Security, which may enable 
you to file for your SS ben-
efits three to four months 
prior to your release from 
incarceration. Be sure to 
check with your facili-
ty to see if they have such 
an agreement with Social 
Security and, if so, use it to 
apply for your benefits in 
advance of your release. This 
will facilitate your SS ben-
efits starting more quickly 
upon your release. 

You did not ask about 
healthcare coverage, but 
since you will be eligible 
for Social Security, you will 
also be eligible for Medicare 
upon your release. When 
you apply for your Social 
Security benefits, you can 
also apply for Medicare Part 
B (coverage for outpatient 
medical services), the premi-
um for which will be deduct-
ed from your Social Security 
payment. FYI, Medicare Part 
A (coverage for inpatient 
hospitalization services) is 
free and automatic because 
you are also eligible for 
Social Security.   

Finally, regarding sur-
vivor benefits from your 
ex-wife, you can only get a 
surviving ex-spouse bene-
fit if you were married for 
more than 10 years and your 
own SS retirement amount is 
less than your ex-wife was 
receiving at her death. In 
other words, you can only 
get one SS benefit either 
your own or your deceased 
ex-wife’s amount, whichever 
is higher.  

The Association Mature 
Citizens Foundation and its 
staff are not affiliated with 
or endorsed by the Social 
Security Administration or 
any other governmental enti-
ty. This article is intended for 
information purposes and 
does not represent legal or 
financial guidance. It pres-
ents the opinions and inter-
pretations of the Association 
Mature Citizens Foundation’s 
staff, trained and accred-
ited by the National Social 
Security Association  To sub-
mit a question, visit amac-
foundation.org/programs/
social-security-advisory or 
email us at ssadvisor@amac-
foundation.org. Russell Gloor 
is a Social Security advisor 
for AMAC.             

GUEST COLUMN

Carole, who faithfully 
reads the col-
umn in the 

W i l b r a h a m -
H a m p d e n 
Times  each 
week, wrote 
in with this 
question for 
t h e  G a r d e n 
Lady:   

“I am hop-
ing you can pro-
vide me with some 
advice as to how to rid my 
garden of an incredibly 
invasive plant. It is called 
Houttuynia cordata or cha-
meleon plant. I bought a sin-
gle variegated plant about 25 
years ago and now I literal-
ly have hundreds of them in 
my gardens and lawn. The 
plant is no longer variegat-
ed but reverted to green with 
red around the edges. For at 
least three or four years, I 
have been trying to dig them 
out one by one which has 
been extremely difficult due 
to the long roots – some can 
be over a foot long – which 
become intertwined with 
other plants, choking them. 
I have not been very success-
ful, despite spending hours at 
a time. And I painstakingly 
try to get every piece of root 
out. I am not sure if they are 
spreading solely through the 
roots or also from the flower 
pod seeds. 

I notice they also spread 
under my brick walkway 
even though they get no sun 
there. It’s been very frustrat-
ing. For that reason, I am 
considering  using a herbi-
cide, but am concerned that 
it might poison nearby plants 
or may not be effective due 
to the long roots. Yet, at this 
point,  I am open to the idea.  
I look forward to any sugges-
tions you may have.

Inc identa l ly,  I  jus t 
learned from  the internet 
that it is considered to be a 
medicinal herb, which I find 

quite shocking, given how 
much I have come to dislike 
them! Thank you very much 
for your time and assistance.”

Happy to help, Carole! 
It’s funny you mention that 
this plant is a medicinal herb.  

Some years back I was 
taking extract of Japanese 
Knotweed, another invasive 
plant, in my quest to cure 
late stage Lyme Disease. I 
guess most plants have some 
merit although some times 
it’s hard to want to admit it, 
especially in the situation 
you are in.

While I  have never 
grown Houttuynia cordata, I 
have dealt with similar inva-
sive plants. Not always have 
I been successful, but here 
are a few tactics you can try.  

If there is a way to 
smother, go for it. Try black 
plastic, a thick tarp or card-
board covered in mulch.  

Eventually, if the plant 
can’t photosynthesize, it will 
die. 

You are smart to try and 
remove every little bit of root 
when hand digging it out; 
it’s kind of amazing how a 
tiny piece will start a whole 
new plant. For that reason, 
never take the rototiller to a 
patch of any invasive plant, 
especially those that spread 
by rhizomes. The roots will 
be dispersed throughout the 
garden.  

I also read about cutting 
the stems of the plants and 
then “painting” the open cuts 

with herbicide.  To me that 
sounds like a smart plan to 

get the chemical right 
to the roots. Time 
consuming, but 
targeted.  

I ’ l l  b e 
cur ious  to 
know how 

y o u  m a k e 
out trying to rid 

your landscape of this 
plant.

D i a n e ,  w h o 
g a r d e n s  i n  We s t 

Chesterfield, had a possible 
solution for my hyacinths 
getting cut off at the soil line.  

“We had a great disap-
pointment this spring when 
something  chopped off most 
of our cultivated black ber-
ries. When I was trying to 
prune what was left and save 
something I found the stalks 
laying on the ground but the 
tops were eaten. It looked 
like someone took a clean 
angle sweep with a hatchet 
to cut down the stalks. Then 
one evening at dusk we saw 
the culprit. It was about a 60 
pound porcupine! He was 
chomping on our wild white 
rose bushes. He would bite 
the stalks off but since the 
rest of the bush wouldn’t let 
the branch fall, he couldn’t 
eat the top. What a mess.  
When I read your article I 
was thinking this might be 
the answer to the mystery.”  

Hmm, I will have to 
keep on the look out for a 
porcupine; you never know.  

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge 
School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. 
For the last 34 years, she has 
held the position of staff hor-
ticulturist at Old Sturbridge 
Village. She enjoys growing 
food as well as flowers. Have 
a question for her? Email 
it to pouimette@turley.com 
with “Gardening Question” 
in the subject line.  

A question and an answer?

GUEST COLUMN
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ELECTION LETTERS 
TO THE EDITOR
The Country Journal wel-

comes readers to participate in 
this year’s election campaigns 
by writing letters to the editor 
for publication on these pages. 
Letters of up to 250 words from 
local residents endorsing candi-
dates on the ballot or discuss-
ing campaign issues should be 
sent to The Country Journal, care 
of Turley Publications, 24 Water 
St., Palmer, MA 01069, faxed 
to 413-289-1977 or emailed 
to countryjournal@turley.com. 
Please include a daytime tele-
phone number for verification 
purposes (it will not be printed). 
Letters must be received by noon 
Friday to be considered for the 
following Thursday’s newspaper. 
No attack letters will be printed. 
No letters written by candidates 
supporting their own candidacy 
will be printed. If the volume of 
letters received is larger than the 
space available in the newspaper, 
or if the letters become repetitive, 
the newspaper reserves the right 
to print a representative sample. 
No endorsement letters will be 
printed in the last edition before 
the election. For more information, 
call 413-283-8393.

Campaign news
As part of i ts election 

coverage, the newspaper plans 
to print stories about contested 
races for Congress, state Senate, 
state House, district attorney and 
Governor’s Council during the 
weeks leading up to the election, 
as well as a question-and-answer 
voters guide. In order to ensure 
fairness to all candidates, no 
political press releases will be 
printed, nor will reporters cover 
political rallies or fundraisers.

Candidates who wish to 
further publicize their candidacy, 
beliefs and events may contact 
advertising, 413-283-8393 about 
paid advertising in The Country 
Journal.

EDITORIAL
POLICY

Letters to the editor 
should be 500 words or 
less in length. We require 
letter writers to include 
his or her name, town of 
residence and home tele-
phone number. We must 
authenticate authorship 
prior to publication. We 
reserve the right to edit or 
withhold any submissions 
deemed to be libelous or 
contain unsubstantiat-
ed allegations, personal 
attacks, defamation of 
character and offensive 
language. All unknown or 
alleged facts and quota-
tions offered by the author 
need to cite credible, 
unbiased sources.

Mail letter to Country 
Journal, 24 Water Street, 
P a l m e r,  M A  0 1 0 6 9 
or mail your letter to: 
countryjournal@turley.
com.

Jo h n  K u n h a r d t  o f 
Belchertown took this 
photo of a green heron 

catching a fish at Lake 
Wallace.

The green heron is sol-
itary at most seasons and 
often somewhat secretive, 
living around small bodies 
of water or densely vegetated 
areas. 

When seen in the open, 
it often flicks its tail nervous-
ly and raises and lowers its 
crest. 

The small heron is about 
16 to 22 inches long. The 

green on this bird’s back is 
an iridescent color and often 
looks dull bluish or simply 
dark. 

They have orange yellow 
legs, chestnut neck, black 
crown feathers. Young birds 
are duller and brown with a 
striped neck. 

Northern birds migrates 
as far as Panama and north-
ern South American. Green 
herons in the most southern 
states do not migrate.

Green herons inhabit 
coasts and shorelines, forests 
and woodlands, freshwater 

wetlands, lakes, ponds, rivers 
and saltwater wetlands. Their 
call is a sharp “kyowk” or 
“skyow.” 

They nest in a wide vari-
ety of situations, including 
willow thickets, mangroves, 
dry woods and open marsh. 
The female lays three to five 
pale green or blue green 
eggs. Both the male and 
female incubate the eggs 
which takes 19 to 21 days.

The male chooses nest-
ing territory and calls repeat-
edly from prominent perch 
in tree or shrub. Displays of 
male include stretching neck 
forward and down and snap-
ping bill shut, pointing bill 
straight upward while sway-
ing back and forth. Male and 
female may perform display 
flights around territory. Nest 
site is usually in shrub or tree 
5-30 feet above ground, but 

sometimes on the ground. 
It is often very close 

to water, but it can be quite 
distant away. The nest is a 
platform of sticks. The male 
begins construction, then 
female builds while male 
brings materials.

Both parents also feed 
their young by regurgitation. 
Young begin to climb about 
near nest by 16-17 days after 
hatching, usually make first 
flight at 21-23 days.

They are fed by parents 
for a few more weeks. Young 
are reportedly capable of 
swimming well. These her-
ons have one to two broods 
per year.

These herons forage 
mostly by standing still or 
stalking very slowly at edge 
of shallow water, waiting for 
prey to approach. Sometimes 
they uses bait” by dropping 
a feather or small twig on 
surface of water to lure fish 
within striking distance.

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters

I’m being released from 
Incarceration. What are 
my Social Security options?

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by
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Green heron 	 Photo by John Kunhardt
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They eat mostly small 
fish, but will also eat cray-
fish and other crustaceans, 
aquatic insects, frogs and 
tadpoles. Other items include 
grasshoppers, snakes, earth-
worms, snails and small 
rodents.

Black and white warbler
My daughter, Paula, 

saw a black and white war-
bler by the cross country trail 
at Quabbin Regional High 
School last week. As the 
name implies, the warbler 
has black and white feathers 
with black streaking on the 
breast and white wing bars, 
white eye line and white 
belly.

Red shouldered hawk
A Montgomery resident 

had a red shouldered hawk in 
her yard. She sent a photo of 
it in flight.

Whippoorwill
I received an email on 

May 15 from a Belchertown 
resident. She stated, “The 
whippoorwill is back in my 
yard again this year.  The 
calls starts around dark and 
continue off and on till sun-
rise. She or he perches on the 
roof and calls all night. It can 
be very annoying as you are 
trying to sleep, but I still feel 
blessed or cursed.”

Common Ravens
A Brimfield couple had 

common ravens in their yard 
last month. They stated in an 
email, “We mostly hear them 
and sometimes see them 
flying over a local feature 
called West Mountain that 
is about 1000’ elevation and 
runs north/south about a half 
a mile east of our house.”

They stated,  “On a 
Thursday a raven was in 
the driveway where I throw 

a seed mix daily for ground 
feeders. I saw the bird from 
inside the garage, my wife 
saw it with binoculars from 
inside the house.”

They stated, “We both 
noticed the larger size, big-
ger than the American Crows 
that often feed in  the same 
area. I noticed the wedged 
shaped tail when it flew 
away and my wife saw larg-
er, heavier bill and the shag-
gy throat feathers.” A few 
days later they saw three 
ravens.

People may report a 
bird sighting or bird relat-
ed experience by emailing 
mybackyard88@aol.com 
or edowner@turley.com or 
mailing to Barre Gazette, 
P.O. Box 448, Barre, MA 
01005. The Palmer office has 
a new phone system and I 
will be getting an extension 
where messages may be left. 
I will publish the number as 
soon as it is set up.

BIRDS	 from page 4

CHURCH 
DIRECTORY

Chester Baptist Church
Pastor Dan Herr 
14 Middlefield Road
Chester, MA 01011
413-354-7743
Email: pastor@chesterbaptistchurch.org
Website: chesterbaptistchurch.org
Sunday School for all ages at 9:45 a.m.
Sunday Worship at 10:45 a.m.
Sunday Afternoon at 1:30 p.m.
Wednesday Evening Bible Study and Prayer 
at 6:30 p.m.

First Congregational Church 
of Blandford 
Pastor Tom Crouse
91 Main St., Blandford, MA 01008
413-848-2052
Sunday service 10 a.m. 

First Congregational Church 
of Chester
Pastor Susan Borsella
334 Skyline Trail, Chester, MA 01011
Service with Live Music: 10 a.m. - Sunday
Coffee and Sweets Social: 
10:45 a.m. - 11:45 a.m.

First Congregational Church 
of Williamsburg
Rev. Jack Kraaz
4 North Main St., Williamsburg, MA 01096
413-268-7557
burgychurch@gmail.com • burgychurch.org
Facebook: 
First Congregational Church of Williamsburg 
YouTube Channel: www.youtube.com/
channel/UCdyH1EA-fduamqHYeekxw5w
Office Hours: Tues. - Fri. 9 a.m. - 12 noon
Days and Hours of Services: Sun. at 10 a.m.

Hilltown Community Church
Dr. Robert Perreault, Senior Pastor
55 Main St., Russell, MA 01071
413-275-3232
Office: 413-862-3341
hilltownchurch3341@gmail.com
hilltowncommunitychurch.com
Facebook: www.facebook.com/p/Hilltown-
Community-Church-61580281487624/
Sunday Mornings 10 a.m.

Holy Family Parish
Rev. Ronald F. Sadlowski, known as Fr. Ron
5 Main St., Russell, MA 01071
413-862-4418
Office Hours: No set times. 
Please call, leave a voice message or 
email: holyfamilyrussell.org
parish@holyfamilyrussell.org
Saturday Vigil: 5 p.m.
Sunday Masses: 8:15 a.m. & 11 a.m.

New Boston 
Congregational Church 
Pastor Eric Kriebel
4 Sandisfield Rd., PO Box 81
Sandisfield, MA 01255
Services held twice monthly, check website: 
www.newbostoncongregationalchurch.org

Pioneer Valley Assembly of God
Pastor Javier Melendez
63 Old Chester Rd., Huntington MA 01050
413-667-3196
pvaglife@gmail.com
www.pioneervalleyag.org
Facebook: Pioneer Valley 
Assembly of God
Sunday service: 10:30 a.m.

Pioneer Valley 
Mennonite Fellowship 
Deacon Jerald Reinford
400 Huntington Rd., Russell, MA 01071
(413) 297-6037
Sunday worship at 10 a.m.
Visitors appreciated

Westhampton
Congregational Church, UCC
Pastor Carol Smith
1 Tob Rd., Westhampton, MA 01027
(413) 527-4204
Sunday Worship at 10 a.m.

Your
Church

Community

We a re  wr i t i ng  t o 
strongly support Corinne 
Shartrand for the Select 
Board in Blandford. 

Corinne represents the 
kind of practical, commu-
nity focused leadership and 
strong financial stewardship 
our town needs.

Corinne is committed 
to protecting Blandford’s 
future while preserving the 
values and services that 
make our town strong. She 
understands that residents 
expect local government 
to be both responsible and 
transparent, especially when 
it comes to how tax dollars 
are spent. 

Her focus is on ensuring 
that town decisions are made 
with long-term stability in 
mind, balancing essential 

services and infrastructure 
needs with the responsibility 
to keep taxes and spending 
under control.

She believes taxpay-
ers deserve accountability, 
careful budgeting and clear 
communication about how 
public funds are used. 

As costs continue to rise 
for families, seniors, and 
property owners, Corinne 
recognizes the importance 
of disciplined financial man-
agement, thoughtful prioriti-
zation, and avoiding unnec-
essary burdens on residents. 

Her approach emphasiz-
es efficiency, sustainability, 
and making sure every dol-
lar spent provides real value 
to the community.

Corinne’s leadership 
style is grounded in com-

mon sense and fairness. She 
believes residents should be 
informed, heard and confi-
dent that the town govern-
ment is making prudent 
financial decisions on their 
behalf. Transparency and 
fiscal responsibility, in her 
view, are essential to main-
taining trust between resi-
dents and their local govern-
ment.

C o r i n n e  S h a r t r a n d 
brings integrity,  practi-
cal judgment, and a strong 
commitment to responsible 
financial stewardship. Her 
leadership will help ensure 
Blandford remains stable, 
well-managed, and prepared 
for the future.

John and Sarah Malanson
Blandford

Couple supports Corinne Shartrand for SB

My name is  Susan 
Webster.  

I have lived in Blandford 
for 55 years.  I raised my 
family here while running a 
business in Blandford.

I am writing to strong-
ly support Corinne Shartrand 
for the Select Board in 
Blandford.

In a small town like 
ours, being a good neighbor 
is important. Corinne under-
stands that community is 
built by people helping one 
another, being practical, and 
looking out for the town as a 
whole.

Recently, Corinne orga-
nized a horse veterinarian 

visit for several local resi-
dents so we could share the 
road call expenses. That may 
sound like a small thing, 
but it speaks volumes about 
her common sense, finan-
cial responsibility, and will-
ingness to help others save 
money whenever possible. 

Along these same lines, 
she is gathering perenni-
al flowers voluntarily from 
people who have them to 
share for Bicentennial Park, 
to spruce it up while saving 
costs.

She has also person-
ally offered to come to my 
home to help me with things 
when I needed assistance. As 

someone older, I appreciated 
not just the offer itself, but 
the kindness and generosity 
behind it.

Corinne is the kind of 
person who steps up quiet-
ly, helps neighbors without 
expecting recognition, and 
works to keep the strong 
sense of community that 
makes Blandford special.

I believe she would 
bring that same practical, 
neighbor-focused approach 
to the Select Board, and I 
encourage residents to sup-
port her candidacy.

Susan Webster
Blandford

Residents supports Shartrand for Select Board

I  was viewing my 
father’s  name on The 
National WWII Museum 
Honoree List. 

He  s e rved  du r ing 
WWII in the Army then 
served in the Air Force 
and retired out at just over 
26 years of service to our 
Country. I knows if he were 
alive now he would be sad-
dened by what is happening 
in our Country and angry at 
those who follow the con-
cepts of Fascism, an evil he 
fought against. 

I’m angry at the cow-
ards and bullies trying to 
destroy the principles this 
country was founded upon. 

I’m also angry with those 
so blinded by the lies they 
can’t see they are actually 
destroying the freedoms we 
have enjoyed. 

Freedoms bought with 
the blood of true patriots of 
the past and now in jeop-
ardy due to this adminis-
tration, their followers and 
those who seek profit from 
the misery of others. If we 
can’t leave the world a bet-
ter place for our children 
and grandchildren, then we 
have failed as a species. 

I know there are good 
people in this world. Please 
stop the hate and listen 
carefully. Don’t parrot what 

you hear on the news, but 
check multiple sources of 
information. 

Think about what you 
are doing before you act 
and consider what effect it 
will have on others. 

During WWII Hitler’s 
propaganda machine got 
people to hate their neigh-
bors with lies. It targeted 
the Jews, gays, gypsies, the 
mentally ill, the media and 
so many others as a dis-
traction to hide their evil. 
Please don’t let history 
repeat itself in this the 21st 
century.

James M. Zimmerman 
Chester

Resident concerned for our country

I am writing to strongly 
encourage you to support the 
re-election of Cara Letendre 
to the Select Board.

During my tenure as 
Town Adminis t ra tor  of 
Blandford from 2018 to 
2021, I had the privilege of 
working directly with the 
Select Board while Cara 
served as Chair.

T h a t  e x p e r i e n c e 
remains one of the most 
meaningful  and forma-
tive periods of my public 
service career.  Working 
alongside Cara and serv-
ing the people of Blandford 
helped shape my own lead-
ership approach as Mayor 
of Holyoke today and my 
strong respect for self-gov-

ernance and democracy. 
So please understand I 

write this endorsement equal-
ly excited about how the 
town is coming together to 
discuss issues important to 
them and fully engaged in 
the democratic process.

Local government man-
agement is no small feat, 
yet alone governing a small 
town with mostly volunteers, 
limited staffing, and con-
strained resources. Steady 
and thoughtful leadership is 
incredibly important.

Cara has consistently 
demonstrated exactly that 
kind of leadership. She is a 
proud daughter of Blandford 
who deeply understands the 
community, respects her 

neighbors, and always puts 
the long-term health of the 
town first.

T h a t  c o m m i t m e n t 
reflects the very best of 
Blandford, the kind of citizen 
the good people of Blandford 
helped raise.

I am very aware of 
potential issues happening 
in the town that may have 
caused some divide. That is 
very normal and inevitable; 
problems will happen. 

The true test of any lead-
er is how they respond to 
navigate the issue when they 
do happen. Under Cara’s 
leadership, the town success-
fully navigated several signif-
icant challenges which have 
offered her the necessary 

experience for the job.
W h e n  t h e  e n t i r e 

Blandford Police Department 
walked out in 2018, Cara 
played a key role in help-
ing stabilize the policing 
needs while ensuring res-
idents remained informed 
throughout the process. She 
helped guide the rebuilding 
and cleanup of the depart-
ment with transparency and 
accountability.

She  a lso  suppor ted 
important improvements to 
the town’s financial manage-
ment systems and strength-
ened accountability measures 
following the previous tax 
collector embezzlement scan-
dal, helping restore public 
trust in local government.

At the same time, Cara 
focused on practical prog-
ress that directly benefited 
residents. During her leader-
ship, the town advanced road 
improvements, upgraded 
highway and fire equipment, 
invested in the town library, 
expanded the playground for 
local families, and pursued 
grants and payments in lieu 
of taxes (PILOTs) to meet 
community needs without 
overburdening taxpayers.

Perhaps most impor-
tantly, she helped strengthen 
the town’s financial position 
by ensuring timely audits, 
certification of free cash, 
and growing reserves while 
maintaining very low debt, 
leaving Blandford on strong 

financial footing that contin-
ues to benefit the town today.

Cara brings institutional 
knowledge, a collaborative 
spirit, and a genuine com-
mitment to public service. 
At a time when communities 
face tight budgets, competing 
demands, political distraction 
and increasing division, her 
level-headed leadership and 
respect for all her neighbors 
are invaluable assets to the 
republic.

I respectfully encourage 
the voters of Blandford to 
re-elect Cara Letendre to the 
Select Board so she can con-
tinue serving the town she 
knows and loves so well.

Joshua A. Garcia, 
Mayor city of Holyoke

Former Town Administrator endorses Cara Letendre for Select Board
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
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GATEWAY REGIONAL HIGH SCHOOL
CLASS OF 2026

Theodore DeAngelis-PageSavahna Audet Bow Briggs Calvin CrevierJeffrey Antonellis Lucas Gilbert

Kate LewisAna Holmes Liam Hourihan Elizabeth KadzikKathryn Harding Andrew Lord

Andrew Chepurenko

Shelby Jackman

 Hilltown Law Offices of

Morisi & 
O’Connell
 established in 1985

 Martin O’Connell & Mark G. Morisi

142 Westfield Rd. (Rte. 20) Russell, MA
 413 667-5200 •www.morisi-oconnell.com

Congratulations
CLASS OF 

2026
OWNER, JAMES D. ADAMS

2 Packard Park (General Store) 
Worthington, MA 01098

HilltownRealEstate.com
413-238-0300

Congratulations
from your friends at the

2026 GRADS2026 GRADS
www.turley.com
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William PatersonJake Marchbanks Rylan McCaul Lilliana MitchellErica Madru Lily Peloquin

Ashley ScheinostHannah Primack Grace Renauld Justin RuckiMax Plumley Desmond StMartin

Eliza Mueller

Isabella Vera-Ortiz James VonDeckAshley Tacke Cameron Wade Michael Whitaker

Jayliana Rivera

S W I N G I N G
B R I D G E
A U C T I O N

ANTIQUES • ESTATE SALES • AUCTIONS
Gallery 413-667-4163 or 413-207-1301  
 10 EAST MAIN ST. (RTE 112) HUNTINGTON, MA 01050

Website www.swingingbridgeauctions.com

CONGRATULATIONS GRADUATES!

Mary O’Connell  ◆  413-218-4344
Eva Best  ◆  413-241-1848

Dorinne Rodriquez  ◆  413-519-2976

wolcottrealty.com
142 Westfield Road, Russell, MA 01071

Congratulations
Class of 2026

from

GATEWAY REGIONAL HIGH SCHOOL
CLASS OF 2026

Wishing You a
Picture-Perfect 
Graduation Day

Congratulations, 
Class of 2026!

Here’s hoping 
your graduation 
celebrations are 
blessed with 
friendship, family 
and fun! Today and 
always, we wish you 
health, happiness 
and good fortune as 
you continue to work 
hard and reach your dreams.

Send us your graduation day photos 
to share in the Country Journa.l 
Email: countryjournal@turley.com

Country Journal

After many years of time 
spent toiling classrooms and 
study halls, many students 
welcome graduation. Gradu-
ating high school or college 
is a major milestone. It is as-
sociated with many symbols 
that have endured for some 
time. As graduates prepare to 
receive their diplomas or de-
grees, they might be curious 
to know what’s behind some 
notable symbols of graduation 
ceremonies.

Gown
The gown is a customary 

garment worn on graduation 
day. Gowns historically were 
heavy robes worn by medie-
val scholars for warmth in the 
largely unheated universities. 
Today, graduates don gowns 

not for warmth (as most grad-
uation ceremonies take place 
in the spring and summer), but 
to symbolize the level of de-
gree being conferred. 

Cap
A cap, also known as a 

mortarboard, often goes hand-
in-hand with a graduation 
gown. Historians surmise the 
flat, square shape represents 
either a mason’s mortarboard 
to symbolize hard work. Oth-
ers say it may be the shape of 

a book to signify academic 
achievement.

Tassel
The turning of the tassel 

is a relatively modern tradi-
tion. The tassel, which is at-
tached to the mortarboard, ini-

tially was an ornament but has 
since evolved into a traditional 
element. The Honor Society 
says the practice of moving 
the tassel from one side of the 
cap to the other symbolizes 
completion of this important 

academic milestone. Typical-
ly, graduates move the tassel 
from the right to the left. The 
right side represents the stu-
dent being a candidate, while 
the left means he or she is now 
a graduate. 

Symbols of graduation ceremonies explained
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Point Average, edging out 
DeAngelis-Page who took 
Salutatorian. Dr. William 
Sullivan, Principal announced 
that the two had battled for 
the top GPA all four years of 
high school and the margin 
of victory was a few thou-
sandths of a point. 

Peloquin also received 
the school’s prestigious 
Golden Achievement Award, 
which is awarded on the basis 
of academic achievement 
and service to the school and 
community.

Sullivan opened the 
event by welcoming families, 
friends, staff, students and the 
senior class. 

He  thanked  Carms 
Restaurant in Chester for pro-
viding breakfast to the senior 
class and their families, 
Emily Johnson and Michelle 
Laurin from the Guidance 
Office for their hard work in 
pulling the ceremony togeth-
er and Assistant Principal 
Valerie Zeh for her “partner-
ship, leadership, and unwav-
ering support of our students 

each and every day.” 
Sul l ivan concluded, 

“Today is not simply about 
awards or certificates; it is 
about recognizing growth, 
resilience, dedication, leader-
ship, kindness, and the count-
less moments, both big and 
small, that have shaped the 
journey of the Class of 2026. 
We are proud of the people 
you have become, excited for 
the paths ahead of you, and 
honored to celebrate YOU 
this morning.”

Grace Renauld, President 
of the Class of 2026, wel-
comed families, friends, 
staff and administration to 
the ceremony. Her speech 
closed with, “Every day I 
feel an overwhelming sense 
of gratitude that I have had 
the privilege to see my peers 
grow into strong, confident 
individuals who strive in 
school as well as becoming 
morally intelligent. As much 
as I would love to continue 
bragging about my wonder-
ful class, I’m going to wrap 
things up so we can get this 

ceremony started.” 
Students  were then 

called to the stage to be rec-
ognized for academic, athlet-
ic and club accomplishments. 

One of the most poignant 
moments of the ceremony 
was when Sunrise Academy 
teacher Liz Lewis gave the 
Hero Award to a student, who 
had overcome challenges 
during high school. 

In announcing the award 
to William Patterson, Lewis 
said that not all heroes wear 
capes. But when Patterson 
went on stage to shake the 
principal’s hand and receive 
the award, he was gifted a 
bright silky cape with a large 
W embroidered on it, which 
Sullivan wrapped around the 
student. 

This was met with warm 
and thunderous applause 
from the assembly. Patterson 
also received the Outstanding 
Work Study Award.

Three  sen io r  wr i t -
ers were honored for com-
pleting capstone projects in 
English Language Arts. Jake 

Marchbanks was honored for 
Best Cult Horror Screenplay; 
Jeffrey Antonellis with a 
Hugo Award and Shelby 
Jackman with a Frida Award. 

In announcing the nom-
inees and winner of the 
Golden Achievement Award, 
Zeh explained that members 
of the senior class vote to 
nominate their peers. The top 
five nominees are announced 
and the Gateway Regional 
School staff vote to deter-
mine the winner. The award 
is given to the member of the 
senior class who best exem-
plifies outstanding academ-
ic achievement, outstanding 
leadership to school and com-
munity, and outstanding ser-
vice to the school and com-
munity. 

The five nominees were 
Jeffrey Antonellis, Theodore 
DeAnge l i s -Page ,  E l i za 
Mueller, Lily Peloquin and 
Grace Renauld with Peloquin 
winning the prestigious 
honor.

Sullivan explained how 
the class rank is determined 

for the Valedictorian and 
Salutatorian honors. He said 
that students are evaluated 
across a wide range of core 
academic disciplines: math-
ematics, science, social stud-
ies, English language arts and 
world language courses. 

“The selection of this 
year’s Valedictorian and 
Salutatorian was especially 
competitive, with the aca-
demic race between the two 
students remaining remark-
ably close throughout their 
high school careers. In fact, 
the final distinction came 
down to only a few thou-
sandths of a point, highlight-
ing just how extraordinary 
the accomplishments of both 
students truly are. Both stu-
dents consistently pushed 
themselves to achieve at the 
highest level and approached 
their studies with determina-
tion, discipline, and integri-
ty,” Sullivan said. 

He then announced 
Theodore DeAngelis-Page 
as the Salutatorian and Lily 
Peloquin as Valedictorian. 

Taking the stage to 
close the awards ceremony 
was the Class Vice President, 
Valedictorian and Golden 
Achievement Award winner, 
Lily Peloquin. 

She thanked the Gateway 
faculty, underclassmen and 
families at the assembly for 
their everlasting support, 
encouragement and commit-
ment to their success. She 
reminded her classmates of 
the lowlights marking the 
beginning and end of their 
time in the building. 

“We’ve had countless 
curveballs thrown at us since 
the day we entered this build-
ing, first by the abrupt ending 
of sixth grade as the result of 
Covid, and then by the recent 
cancellation of our last day of 
school,” Peloquin said. The 
seniors last day of school was 
abruptly cancelled due to a 
lack of water at the Gateway 
complex. 

A complete listing of 
senior awards is published 
in this issue of the Country 
Journal.

HONORS	 from page 1

SCHOOLS & YOUTH

By Wendy Long
Correspondent

H U N T I N G T O N  – 
Principal William Sullivan 
has announced the five 
f i n a l i s t s  f o r  G a t ew a y 
Regional School’s  Golden 
Achievement  Award,  to 
be awarded at the Senior 
Aw a r d s  C e r e m o n y  o n 
Wednesday, May 27. 

In alphabetical order, 
the finalists are Jeffrey 
A n t o n e l l i s ,  T h e o d o r e 
DeAnge l i s -Page ,  E l i za 
Mueller, Lily Peloquin and 
Grace Renauld. 

Members of the senior 
class nominate five of their 
peers for this prestigious 
award. The top five nomi-
nees are announced and 
forwarded to the GRS, staff 
who then vote. 

T h e  G o l d e n 
Achievement award is given 
to the member of the senior 
class, who best exempli-
fies outstanding academic 
achievement, outstanding 
leadership to school and 
community and outstanding 
service to the school and 
community. 

All five are members of 
the Dana O. Weber Chapter 
of  the  Nat ional  Honor 
Society and have volun-
teered with numerous com-
munity service projects such 
as the Senior Citizen Brunch 
and Concert and Holiday 
Boot Drive to raise funds 
for the Hilltown Family 
Center’s holiday gift pro-
gram. 

J e f f r e y  A n t o n e l l i s 
comes from Blandford, is 
a member of the National 
Honor Society and a recipi-

ent of the Bennington Young 
Wri ters  Award and the 
Young Writers USA Award. 
He has also been recognized 
for Excellence in Studio Art. 

A n t o n e l l i s  d e m o n -
strated a strong ability to 
balance athletics, music 
and academics  through 
involvement with the Cross 
Country team, Jazz Band 
and Concert Band. In the 
community, he volunteers at 
the Porter Memorial Library 
in Blandford and provides 
household and yard assis-
tance to elderly residents. 

His strong foundation 
in writing and the arts will 
continue to be developed as 
he majors in creative writing 
at Bard College in the fall.

Theodore DeAngelis-
Page grew up in the towns 
of Russell and Montgomery, 
is an Advance Placement 
Scholar with Honor and 
received the Dartmouth 
Book Award and the Scott 
McClenna Award. 

He earned first hon-
ors all four years of high 
school and volunteered with 
the Montgomery Council 
on Aging, assisting elderly 
residents with tasks such as 
stacking wood and shovel-
ing snow. 

He has been on hand 
at numerous community 
events including the Empty 
Bowls fundraiser for the 
Huntington Food Pantry at 
the Pioneer Valley Assembly 
of God Church; Gateway 
Education Foundation Trivia 
Night and the annual Parade 
of Lights in Russell. 

DeAngelis-Page is a 
member of Student Council 
and served for two years as 

the Student Representative 
to the Gateway Regional 
School Committee. He has 
also been a dedicated athlete 
on both the Varsity Baseball 
and Varsity Soccer teams. 
This fall, he will attend 
Northeastern University to 
study civil engineering and 
architectural studies. 

El iza  Muel ler  f rom 
Russell also earned first 
honors all four years and 
previously received the 
Gateway Regional Kindness 
Award, Suffolk University 
Book Award and Hue Lamb 
Showmanship Award. She 
was a 2025 Massachusetts 
Girls State delegate and also 
advocated for Rural School 
Aid at the Massachusetts 
State House earlier this 
spring. 

S h e  h a s  ove r  1 0 0 
hours of volunteer hours 
as a Patient Ambassador at 

Baystate Noble Hospital, 
and also supports the Free 
and Sustainable Store and 
Church of the Atonement. 

S h e  h a s  b e e n  o n 
Student Council and was 
e l e c t e d  P r e s i d e n t  h e r 
senior year and served as 
a Barr Foundation Student 
Representative. She was on 
the Varsity Cross Country 
team from grades 6-12 
and JV/Varsity Basketball 
team (8-12) where she was 
co-captain. She will attend 
St. Anselm College to study 
nursing with an interest in 
emergency or pediatric med-
icine.

L i l y  P e l o q u i n  o f 
Huntington is a Skills USA 
Massachusetts gold and sil-
ver medalist, was a delegate 
to Massachusetts Girls State, 
a Girls Basketball All-Stars 
honoree and co-captain. She 
volunteered with the Whip 

City Animal Sanctuary, 
Montgomery Council on 
Aging, Littlefield Field Day 
and Assistant Teacher pro-
gram and Chester on Track. 

She has served as a 
middle school math tutor 
and volunteer counselor at 
Westfield State University’s 
Col lege for  Kids  sum-
m e r  p r o g r a m .  S h e  i s 
Vice President of Student 
Government and Secretary 
of Student Council. She 
also worked as a hostess at 
Listons Bar and Restaurant, 
as a babysitter, and assis-
tant teacher at Tiny Toes 
Learning Center. Peloquin 
will attend the University 
of New England where she 
plans to double major in 
middle and secondary edu-
cation and mathematics. 

Grace Renauld had a 
distinguished athletic career 
at Gateway. She was named 

a PVIAC All-League bas-
ketball honoree and was 
recognized by MassLive as 
one of Massachusetts’ top 
women’s success defend-
ers, along with selections to 
All-Star soccer and basket-
ball games. She captained 
the Varsity Soccer, Varsity 
Baske tba l l  and  Vars i ty 
Softball teams, was Vice 
President of Student Council 
and President of the Class of 
2026. She has volunteered 
at the COA Veterans Dinner, 
the Village Closet, served as 
a soccer referee and basket-
ball and softball coach with 
the Gateway Youth Athletic 
Association and volunteered 
at Littleville and Chester 
field days. She has been 
accepted into the Honors 
Program at Sacred Heart 
University where she plans 
to study nursing with a spe-
cialty in pediatric oncology. 

Gateway announces Golden Achievement Award finalists

By Wendy Long
Correspondent

HUNTINGTON – As 
Massachusetts moves toward 
potential new statewide reg-
ulations on student cellphone 
use in schools, including 
the possibility of a “bell-to-
bell” cellphone exclusion, 
Gateway has been working 
proactively to prepare for 
this transition. 

“Over the past several 
years, we have implement-
ed increasingly structured 
expectations around cell-
phone use,” said Dr. William 
Sullivan, principal. “Prior 
to this school year, students 
in grades 6-8 were not per-
mitted to use their phones 
during the school day with 
the exception of Grade 8 stu-
dents during lunch. In grades 
9-12, students were permit-
ted limited use of cellphones 
in hallways and during lunch 
and during classes if for edu-
cational reasons.”

Beginning April 1, those 

expectations were further 
refined, limiting 9-12 stu-
dent cellphone use to the 
cafeteria and hallways only. 
Classroom use has remained 
restricted with phones per-
mitted only sparingly for 
approved instructional pur-
poses, Sullivan explained.

L o o k i n g  a h e a d , 
Gateway is piloting a full 
cellphone exclusion begin-
ning June 1, in which stu-
dents will not be permit-
ted to use cellphones at all 
during the school day.

As part of this transi-
tion, the school is exploring 
additional supports and sys-
tems including apps that can 
restrict device usage during 
the school day as well as 
potential carrier-based solu-
tions to limit access. 

“We recognize  and 
have heard family concerns 
regarding communication 
during the school day, emer-
gency contact procedures 
and how consequences 
will be handled. These are 

important considerations as 
we refine our approach,” he 
said.

To support this work, 
t h ey  h ave  e s t a b l i s h e d 
a  C e l l p h o n e  P l a n n i n g 
Committee comprised of 
administrators and teach-
ers to help guide and facil-
itate a smooth and thought-
ful implementation process 
moving forward. 

They offered an infor-
m a t i o n a l  m e e t i n g  o n 
Wednesday, May 20 to field 
questions from families. No 
parents attended; however, 
the school had spoken with a 
number of concerned parents 
by phone when the ban was 
first announced. 

“We remain committed 
to ongoing communication 
with families as this work 
continues,” Sullivan empha-
sized. “Overall, we have 
received strong support from 
families and staff and we 
are encouraged by how well 
students have responded to 
clear expectations.”

Schools prepares for cell phone ban

Turley Publications photo by Wendy Long 
The 2026 nominees for Gateway’s Golden Achievement Award are Jeffrey Antonellis, Theodore DeAngelis-Page, Lily Peloquin, Eliza 
Mueller and Grace Renauld.
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Below, please find an alphabetical list of the awards 
granted to the Gateway Regional School’s Class of 2026, 
at their Sr. Awards Ceremony held May 26. Academic “G” 
awards were granted to students who never received a quarter 
grade below an 80 and maintained a 3.5 GPA throughout high 
school. 

Jeffrey Antonellis: Golden Achievement Nominee, 
National Honor Society, Academic “G”, Honor Roll 3 Terms, 
Excellence in Mural Painting, Future Author Award, Hugo 
Award, Excellence in Business Math I, Excellence in Ecology, 
Excellence in Jazz Band, Excellence in Visual Arts, and the 
John and Abigail Adams Scholarship

Bow Briggs: Welding 500 Hours Certificate, Boys 
Soccer MassLive All WMASS Class D 1st Team, PVIAC All-
League

Andrew Cherpurenko: Boys Soccer MassLive All 
WMASS Class D 1st Team, PVIAC All-League.

Calvin Crevier: Welding 500 Hours Certificate

Theodore DeAngelis-Page: Salutatorian Class of 2026, 
National Honor Society, Golden Achievement Nominee, 
Student Council, Academic “G”, Honor Roll 3 Terms, 
Excellence in AP English, Excellence in AP Calculus, 
Gateway Math Award, Excellence in AP Physics, Civic Action 
Award, Louis Armstrong Jazz Award, Baseball PVIAC All-
League, Alice and Henry Euler Memorial Scholarship, John 
and Abigail Adams Scholarship, George A & Genevieve E 
Schenna Scholarship, Jurgen G. Igel Memorial Scholarship, 
Richard D and Claire A Carmel Memorial Scholarship, Walter 
S. Barr Scholarship, Nate McKinney Memorial Scholarship

Lucas Gilbert: Excellence in Business Math II, 
Completion of Four Years of Spanish, Outstanding Crafter 
Award

Kathryn Harding: National Honor Society, Student 
Council, Academic “G”, Honor Roll 3 Terms, Excellence in 
Contemporary Issues, Completion of Four Years of Spanish, 
Yearbook Senior Editor, Girls Soccer PVAIC All-League, 
Richard D and  Claire A Carmel Memorial Scholarship

Ana Holmes: National Honor Society, Trivia Club, 
Honor Roll 3 Terms, Excellence in Jazz Band. Excellence in 
Wood Technology, John and Abigail Adams Scholarship

Liam Hourihan: Excellence in CP English, Excellence 
in Business Math II, Excellence in Concert Band, Cross 
Country MassLive Unsung Hero

Shelby Jackman:  Best Buddies Exemplary Friendship 
Award, Honor Roll 3 Terms, Frida Award, Excellence in 
CP Pre-Calculus, Professional Qualifications Certificate 
Eligibility

Elizabeth Kadzik: National Honor Society, Excellence 
in 4H, Honor Roll 3 Terms, Professional Qualifications 
Certificate Eligibility

Kate Lewis: Honor Roll 3 Terms, Professional 
Qualifications Certificate Eligibility

Andrew Lord: Welding 500 Hours Certificate

Erica Madru: MIAA Military Appreciation Award, 
Excellence in Contemporary Issues, Girls Soccer Senior All 
Star

Jake Marchbanks: National Honor Society, Yearbook 
Senior Editor, Academic “G”, Honor Roll 3 Terms, 
Trivia Club, Best Cult Horror Screenplay , Excellence in 
Contemporary Issues, John and Abigail Adams Scholarship

Rylan McCaul: Honor Roll 3 Terms, Kindest Classmate, 
Outstanding Crafter Award, Excellence in Physical Education, 
Cross Country MassLive Unsung Hero, Professional 
Qualifications Certificate Eligibility

Lilliana Mitchell: Excellence in Business Math 
I, Excellence in Algebra II, Excellence in Psychology, 
Excellence in Visual Arts

Eliza Mueller: National Honor Society, Student Council, 
Class Officer-Fundraising Coordinator, Trivia Club, Academic 
“G”, Honor Roll 3 Terms, Excellence in AP English, 
Excellence in AP Calculus, Robert Shipman Social Studies 
Award, APA TOPSS Award in Psychology, Excellence in 
Honors Spanish IV, Completion of Four Years of Spanish, 
Excellence in Concert Band, John and Abigail Adams 
Scholarship, Hillside Agricultural Society Scholarship, 
Richard D and Claire A Carmel Memorial Scholarship, Walter 
S. Barr Scholarship, Spirit Trophy, Golden Achievement 
Nominee

William Paterson: Sunrise Hero Award, Sunrise 
Academy Outstanding Work Study Student, Honor Roll 3 
Terms, Excellence in Visual Arts

Lily Peloquin:  Valedictorian Class of  2026, 
Massachusetts Association of School Superintendents 
Award, Golden Achievement Award 2026 Winner, Golden 
Achievement Nominee, National Honor Society, Class 
Officer- Vice President, Student Council, Academic “G”, 
Honor Roll 3 Terms, Excellence in AP English, Excellence 
in AP Calculus, Gateway Math Award, Excellence in AP 
Physics, Hank Henderson Award, APA TOPSS Award in 
Psychology, Professional Qualifications Certificate Eligibility, 
Girls Basketball Senior All Star, John and Abigail Adams 
Scholarship, Karen May Hart Memorial Scholarship, Richard 
D and Claire A Carmel Memorial Scholarship, Gateway 
Teacher Association Scholarship

Hannah Primack: Excellence in Business Math I, 
Excellence in Art History, American Government Award, 
Outstanding Crafter Award

Grace Renauld: National Honor Society, Golden 
Achievement Nominee, Student Council, Class Officer- 
President, Honor Roll 3 Terms, Excellence in Honors Physics, 
Completion of Four Years of Spanish, Girls Basketball Senior 
All Star, Girls Soccer Senior All Star

Jayliana Rivera: Honor Roll 3 Terms, Excellence in 
CP Pre-Calculus, Professional Qualifications Certificate 
Eligibility, Outstanding Crafter Award, Girls Soccer MassLive 
All WMASS Class D 2nd Team, PVIAC All-League

Justin Rucki: National Honor Society, Academic “G”, 
Honor Roll 3 Terms, Excellence in Honors English IV, 
Excellence in Psychology, Excellence in Concert Band

Ashley Scheinost: English IV Perseverance Award

Desmond St Martin: National Honor Society, Academic 
“G”, Honor Roll 3 Terms, Excellence in Honors English 
IV, Excellence in AP Calculus , Excellence in AP Physics, 
Excellence in Psychology, Excellence in Fit for Life, John and 
Abigail Adams Scholarship

Ashley Tacke: National Honor Society, Class Officer-
Secretary, Academic “G”, Honor Roll 3 Terms,  Excellence in 
Honors English IV, Welding 500 Hours Certificate, Richard D 
and Claire A Carmel Memorial Scholarship

Isabella Vera-Ortiz: Excellence in Forensics, Excellence 
in Jazz Band, Outstanding Crafter Award, Excellence in 
Physical Education

James Von Deck: Honor Roll 3 Terms, American 
Government Discourse Award, Welding 500 Hours 
Certificate, Excellence in Physical Education

Cameron Wade: Honor Roll 3 Terms, Excellence in 
CP English IV, Excellence in Business Math I, Excellence in 
Business Math II, Welding 500 Hours Certificate, Excellence 
in Health, Excellence in Physical Education

Michael Whitaker: National Honor Society, Academic 
“G”, Honor Roll 3 Terms, Excellence in AP Calculus, John 
Philip Sousa Award, John and Abigail Adams Scholarship, 
Band Booster Scholarship, Richard D and Claire A Carmel 
Memorial Scholarship

Gateway Regional High School lists Class of 2026 Senior Awards

BRIDGEWATER STATE UNIVERSITY
Bridgewater

Bachelor’s degree
Emily E. Bradford of Pittsfield
Michael Angelo Losardo of Pittsfield
Ian Francis Bacon of Westfield
AidanM. Gall of Westfield
Mia Delaney Howell of Williamsburg
Abigail Elizabeth Camerlin of Worthington

BRIDGEWATER STATE UNIVERSITY
Bridgewater

Graduate degrees
Kaitlyn Silva of Easthampton
Patrisha Brie Nulph of Southhampton
Aaliyah Joanna Mercer-Seal of Westfield
Joseph De’jon Seal of Westfield

COLLEGE OF THE HOLY CROSS
Worcester

Olivia Lawry of Westfield Magna Cum Laude
Lilly Patton of Washington Magna Cum Laude

FITCHBURG STATE UNIVERSITY
Fitchburg

Samantha L. Bliss of Lee, MED special education
Rebecca Elizabeth Hahn of Northampton, MED elementary education
Owen T. Bonney of Pittsfield, BS communications media
Benjamin Kenneth Adams of Southampton, BS communications media
Irene Chetambe of Westfield, BS nursing RN to BS

HOLYOKE COMMUNITY COLLEGE
Holyoke

Associate Science Degree in nursing
Rebecca Boisseau of Chester
Elishama Jean of Easthampton 
Nicole Lapointe of Easthampton
Jordan Panniello of Montgomery
Jill Krueger of Westfield
Aimee Williams of Westfield
Anna Hlava of Westhampton

Colleges and universities 
announce graduates

C L I N TO N ,  N Y   – 
Jess ie  Paradis  Stern  of 
Westhampton was named 
the recipient of The Senior 
Pr ize  in  Environmenta l 
S t u d i e s  a t  H a m i l t o n 
College’s annual Class & 

Charter Day, held on May 
12. 

Established in 1950, 
the event combines the 
traditional Class Day cel-
ebrating the end of class-
es  with a  commemora-

tion of the granting of the 
College’s charter on May 
26, 1812. The Senior Prize 
in Environmental Studies is 
awarded to the outstanding 
senior environmental studies 
major.

Jessie Paradis Stern receives senior prize

COLLEGE NOTES

GET
HIRED

Competitive commission structure, 
401k, and health plan.

Locally Owned, Family Business

Full-Time
Advertising Sales 
➤ Do you want to work in your community 

helping local businesses connect with their 
customers? 

➤ Do you want a career supporting local 
journalism, which tells the unique stories of 
our communities? 

➤ If so, then join our team! Turley Publications 
is looking for an outgoing, energetic person 
interested in selling advertising for our 
community newspapers. The right candidate 
will assume an established territory with a 
portfolio of customers.

➤ You must be a self-starter with excellent 
communication and organizational skills. 
Basic computer skills are required. Previous 
print sales experience is preferred but we 
will train the right candidate.

Send resume & cover letter to:
Jamie Joslyn
24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069
Email:jamie@turley.com

Turley Publications

Congratulations
Class of 2026
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one of the core people who 
will make leaving in the fall 
so hard.” 

Senior members joined 
the band in performing 
“Highlights from How to 
Train Your Dragon” by John 
Powell/arranged by Johnnie 
Vinson.

Sul l ivan shared his 
reflections on the class, who 
were freshmen when he first 
arrived at Gateway as an 
Assistant Principal. 

“And before I had real-
ly even finished introducing 
myself, someone asked the 
question that would some-
how follow me for the next 
four years: Are we your 
favorite class?” 

After reviewing the roll-
er coaster ride that represents 
the four years of high school 
he answered the class’s orig-
inal question. “I guess my 
answer has evolved a bit over 
time. Because the truth is, I 
have been incredibly fortu-
nate and deeply honored to 
spend the last four years with 
you,” he said.

I n  h i s  r e m a r k s , 
Sa lu t a to r i an  Theodo re 
DeAngelis-Page conclud-
ed, “Although I stand before 
you with this medal around 
my neck, I am not here to 
offer you advice. I’m sure 
all of you are quite capable, 
smart, and funny. I wanted to 
speak to you, directly, about 
my experience as a human 
being, a son, a teammate, 
a boyfriend and a student. 
But I hope that you leave 
here today with something 
to think about, something 
to cause your brain to take 
a little longer falling asleep 
tonight.”

Va l e d i c t o r i a n  L i l y 
Peloquin spoke about the 
class receiving letters last 
week from their seventh, 
eighth, and ninth grade 
selves. “Reading them, I felt 
a little disappointed, know-
ing some of the things I had 
talked about then had faded, 
but also proud that many of 
my goals had been accom-
plished. I wanted so badly 
to reach back in time and 
tell that version of myself 
that everything was going to 
work itself out. More than 
that, though, it made me real-
ize that every single one of 
us sitting here today carries 
the hopes of the kids we used 
to be.”

She continued, “We are 
the answers to our own past 
questions.”

Senior  Ana Holmes 
joined the Gateway Choir 
in performing Harry Styles’ 
“Song of the Times.”

Long serving social 
s tud ie s  t eache r  J ames 
Duggan had been selected by 
the class as their guest speak-
er. He opened by telling the 
class how extraordinary and 
very special they were. 

“Even after some chal-
lenging days, you would 
always give me that extra 
lift and restore my faith in 
humanity… I sometimes 
wondered if I should be pay-
ing the school district to have 
the privilege of working with 
you and not the other way 
around.” 

He also reminded the 
group of their civic engage-
ment projects including 
studying the history of the 
waterways in the school 
district and then working 
with Helena Alves of the 
Huntington Conservation 
Commission to write edito-
rials that encouraged com-
pliance with the Wetlands 
Protection Act. 

Another  group had 
researched the history of 
Gateway’s legend as being 
built on land used as part of 
the Underground Railroad, to 
assist fugitive enslaved peo-
ple in escaping to Canada. 

While they were unable 
to outright confirm this, 
they determined it was prob-
able. Student advocacy led 
to the placement of a plaque 
at the entrance of Gateway 
Regional School honoring 
the district’s name for the 
area’s role as a “gateway to 
freedom.”

Then came the award-
ing of diplomas, granted to 
Jeffrey Antonellis, Savahna 
Audet, Bow Briggs, Andrew 
Chepurenko, Calvin Crevier, 
Theodore DeAngelis-Page, 
Lucas Gilbert ,  Kathryn 
Harding, Ana Holmes, Liam 
Hourihan, Shelby Jackman, 
Elizabeth Kadzik,  Kate 
Lewis, Andrew Lord, Erica 
Madru, Jake Marchbanks, 
Rylan McCaul, Lilliana 
Mitchell, Eliza Mueller, 
Wil l iam Paterson,  Li ly 
Peloquin, Max Plumley, 
Hannah Primack, Grace 
Renauld, Jayliana Rivera, 
J u s t i n  R u c k i ,  A s h l ey 
Scheinost ,  Desmond St 
Mar t in ,  Ashley  Tacke , 
Isabella Vera-Ortiz, James 
Von Deck, Cameron Wade, 
and Michael Whitaker. 

Most diplomas were 
handed to students by School 
Committee Chairman Jason 
Forgue and Superintendent 
Melissa Matarazzo; however, 
several mothers on the dais, 

with roles in the district, 
stepped forward to give their 
children their diploma and 
an embrace. They includ-
ed Littleville Elementary 
Principal Melissa McCaul 
and daughter Rylan and 
School Committee members 
Jeanna Briggs with son Bow 
and Nicole Daviau with son, 
Jeffrey Antonellis. 

Matarazzo and Renauld 
then led the graduates in 
their last act as students of 
the district: moving their 
graduation tassel from one 
side, over the heart, to the 
other.

The class marched out 
to the song “Where Did the 
Time Go?” by Dr. Dog, to 
reunite with families and 
friends on Booster Field. 

GRADUATES	 from page 1

SCHOOLS & YOUTH

Senior members rejoin the band for a performance of  “How to Train Your Dragon.”

Erica Madru, wearing a stole 
noting her future in the U. S. 
Army.

Turley Publications photos by Wendy Long
Graduate Andrew Chepurenko, shown here with his aunt and a bouquet of fabulous balloons. 

Bow Briggs honored the country’s 250th anniversary with a 
patriotic stole.

Junior Marshals for graduation were Charlotte Hansen and Cailin 
McKellick.

Three district officials had children graduating and were able to confer their diplomas. Left to right: 
Littleville Elementary School Principal Melissa McCaul (daughter Rylan) and School Committee 
members Jeanna Briggs (son Bow) and Nicole Daviau (son Jeffrey Antonellis).

Last but not least, Michael Whitaker becomes the 33rd and final 
member of the Gateway Regional School Class of 2026 to receive 
his diploma.

Best Wishes
to All the 
Grads!

Thanks for 
making this 
community 

proud!
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SCHOOLS & YOUTH

By Wendy Long
Correspondent

HUNTINGTON – A 
group of seven alumni gath-
ered to speak with cur-
rent juniors and seniors at 
Gateway Regional School 
in Huntington on Thursday, 
May 21. 

Dr. Will Sullivan, the 
principal, asked the panelists 
a series of questions and the 
alumni shared the life wis-
dom they’ve gained since 
leaving Gateway.

Before the event started, 
Gateway senior Lucas Gilbert 
agreed to be interviewed for 
this article. He plans to attend 
college and will go to HCC 
this fall to study acting and 
social work. 

The two year start, he 
said, is to save money and 
because he didn’t get serious 
about academics until later in 
high school. By working hard 
at HCC, he expects to open 
up good transfer and scholar-
ship opportunities for finish-
ing his Bachelor’s degree. 

Dr. Kelly Sudnick grad-
uated in 2002 in a class of 82 
students after serving as class 
president all four years. She 
said she went into her senior 
year with a fully formed 
plan: join the military and be 
trained to become a nurse. 

When 9/11 happened 
in the fall of her senior year, 
joining the military didn’t 
seem like the best option any-
more. She was the oldest in 
her family and neither she, 
nor her parents, knew much 
about college financial aid. 
She decided to attend Elms 
College and graduated as a 
nurse who was carrying 
$110,000 in college loans, 
even though she saved two 
years of room and board 
charges as an RA. 

Her solution was to 
enlist to be an active duty 
nurse in the U. S. Navy. As 
an officer, she enlisted for 
eight years and watched as 
paycheck after paycheck 
went to paying off those 
loans. 

By the end of her mil-
itary service, she was debt-
free and had qualified for 
the GI Bill to continue her 
education, which covered 
her Master’s degree and a 
Doctoral degree in medical 
research. 

“I felt that I could do 
things because no one at 
Gateway told me I couldn’t,” 

Sudnick said. “I just want 
you all to know that you can 
do hard things. And it prob-
ably won’t be as hard as you 
think it will.”” Sudnick now 
serves as the Nurse Leader 
for Gateway Regional School 
District. 

That concept of “piv-
oting” as you start to pur-
sue your adult life was 
also shared by other alum-
ni. Abigail Madru is a 2024 
graduate currently attend-
ing St. Louis University in 
Madrid, Spain and majoring 
in international business. 

While she said it was her 
dream to study overseas, she 
told the current students that 
the common axiom that the 
first three months of college 
are the toughest rang true for 
her. So were the second three 
months. By second semes-
ter, the pressure and anxiety 
of studying overseas over-
whelmed her and she truly 
benefited from returning 
home for three months to rest 
and restore. 

When she returned to 
school in the fall of 2025, 
she knew what to expect and 
began to thrive overseas. 
“Sometimes it can feel like 
you can’t branch out into the 
world coming from a small 
school,” Madru said. “But 
you absolutely can.”

Casey Pease (2015) 
also found himself pivoting 
from his own plan due to 
two unexpected events. As a 
freshman majoring in politi-
cal science at the University 
of Massachusetts, Pease had 
the opportunity to meet pres-
idential candidate Bernie 
Sanders on campus. 

Sanders hired him for 
his 2016 presidential run and 
Pease became the youngest 
paid staffer on the campaign. 
That was a good unexpect-
ed event. A negative unex-
pected event was having 
to later drop out of college 
for financial reasons. Pease 
went on to work for other 
political campaigns, ran for 
a Massachusetts House of 
Representatives seat (coming 
in third in a crowded field) 
and is now working as the 
Director of Communications 
for Massachusetts Senator 
Paul Mark. 

He has also resumed 
w o r k i n g  t o w a r d  h i s 
Bachelor’s degree. Pease said 
that it can feel as though stu-
dents from other, larger, bet-
ter-resourced schools might 

have an advantage over those 
from Gateway. 

“But I think there’s 
a certain grit you get from 
growing up in the hilltowns,” 
Pease said. In his role of 
screening and hiring interns 
for the Senator’s office, Pease 
said he knows that when he 
selects a Gateway student 
he’s getting someone who is 
dependable and resourceful. 

He said that being sup-
ported by the teachers and 
staff in the Gateway schools 
a lso  shaped him.  “I t ’s 
because I come from this 
community and this school 
that I am where I am today.” 

Natalie Saloio, Gateway 
Class of 2011 agreed. “Great 
resilience happens when 
you come from a place not 
well-known and not well-re-
sourced. Take the fact that 
you come from someplace 
different and interesting and 
use it to your advantage,” she 
said, adding that it can help 
you stand out from the field 
in everything from essays 
to job interviews. She also 
paid her way through college 
opting to attend law school 
at Northeastern University. 
She is now an attorney in 
the Public Defender’s office 
alongside many who attended 
law school at Western New 
England University, which 
would have been far less 
expensive and gotten her to 
the same point. She accrued 
greater debt and chose a field 
of law that isn’t as lucra-
tive; however, public service 
loan forgiveness will quali-
fy her for some debt reduc-
tion. Another piece of advice 
was taking the opportunity 

to work in a field before pur-
suing a graduate degree. She 
worked as a para legal for 
three years to make sure that 
law school was right for her 
before making that invest-
ment. “It’s important not to 
put yourself in a box,” Saloio 
said, adding she had no 
regrets. “It’s good work. It’s 
important work. And I love 
doing it.”

Sullivan asked the alum-
ni about a typical day in their 
lives.

Mia Griffin (‘20) had 
literally graduated from 
Westfield State University the 
day before as an art major. 
She noted she’d been very 
involved in art classes as a 
Gateway student confiding, 
“I’m the one you can thank 
for those big wooden bath-
room passes. Sorry.” 

Griffin said she rarely 
slept as a college art major 
and was often in the art stu-
dio when others went home 
for holidays and vacations. 

She advised people 
going to college to also try 
classes outside of their major, 
because it is a great opportu-
nity to broaden your knowl-
edge. “I’ve been in school 
since I was old enough to 
go to school,” Griffin said. 
Her current plan is to create 
and sell ceramics and pottery 
and she will continue tak-
ing college classes this fall. 
Even though she has already 
earned her degree, she said 
she is not ready to stop learn-
ing. 

Jackson Harding grad-
uated with Madru in 2024 
and is majoring in aqua cul-
ture at the University of New 
England in Biddeford, Maine. 

He said that he has a lot 
more liberty to arrange his 
life in college, adding that 
last semester his earliest class 
started at 11 a.m. This was 
met with oohs and ahhs from 
the high school students, 
whose day at Gateway this 
year begins at 7:05 a.m. 

Harding said he has been 
focusing on finding a work-
life balance and has found 
that beneficial. 

Elizabeth Lewis (‘93) is 
a special education teacher 
at Gateway. She works full 
time, is a full time parent and 
has also returned to college. 
Her advice? “There is never a 
bad time to do what you want 
to do.”

At this point, current 
senior Lucas Gilbert leaned 
over to report that his mother 
is also finishing up college 
work for a second career as 
an occupational therapist. “I 
am so proud of her,” Gilbert 
said. 

Sullivan asked the alum-
ni for their best piece of 
advice. Sudnick and Saloio 
both said to research college 
financing options, under-
stand how to best select your 
repayment options and inter-
est rates and know what the 
career you’re training for will 
pay you when you graduate. 

At the same time, both 
emphasized that doing work 
you love is more important 
than making a higher salary 
doing something else you’ve 
qualified for. 

Lewis advised students 
to not wait to do things you 
like. “Pursue your dreams,” 
Lewis said. “Life goes much 
faster than you can imagine.”

Madru reminded stu-

dents that the first three 
months of college can be 
tough ,  bu t  encouraged 
them to stay with it. “Pivot 
when you need to. But push 
through,” she said. 

Jackson, the other full 
time college student, told 
them to find what they love 
to do but figure out how to 
find and keep a work-life bal-
ance.

Pease repeated Saloio’s 
advice to look into early 
career (in her case, para legal 
work) or internship opportu-
nities. “Create them if you 
need to,” Pease said. It can be 
wise to gain experience in a 
field as or before you invest 
in a college education.

Sullivan reflected on the 
event afterwards. “Alumni 
Day was a powerful remind-
er of the impact of the GRS 
experience, as we welcomed 
back both recent and past 
Gators to speak with our stu-
dents about the paths they’ve 
taken since graduation. 
Hearing them reflect on how 
the grit, skills, and accom-
plishments they developed 
during their time at GRS 
helped shape their success 
was truly inspiring and mean-
ingful for our school commu-
nity,” Sullivan said.

Gilbert also shared his 
impressions of the alumni 
event. “It was super interest-
ing and I loved the different 
perspectives and career paths. 
They are all so successful,” 
he said. “There is such a stig-
ma against Gateway because 
it is so small and has few 
resources. But we can be 
proud despite these hard-
ships. We still thrive.”

Gateway Alumni emphasize grit and ability to pivot

Turley Publications photos by Wendy Long
Gateway alumni Casey Pease (‘15), Mia Griffin (‘20), Jackson Harding (‘24), Abigail Madru (‘24), Liz Lewis (‘93) and Dr. Kelly Sudnick 
(‘02) shared their college, career and life lessons with juniors and seniors at Gateway Regional School. 

PITTSFIELD

PITTSFIELD – The First 
Fridays Artswalk in down-
town Pittsfield continues 
its five-month season May 
through September on Friday, 
June 5 from 5-8 p.m. as part 
of the city of Pittsfield’s First 
Fridays at Five. 

Participating venues on 
Friday, June 5 include Clock 
Tower Artists, Framework by 
Downtown Pittsfield, Inc., 
Hotel on North, Indie Readery 
and Records, Lichtenstein 
Center for the Arts, Pittsfield’s 
City Hall, Roots and Dreams 
and Mustard Seeds, Sanctum 
Gallery, Solarium Plant Shop 
and the Soda Chef. 

Download the Downtown 
Pittsfield App in the App Store 
or on Google Play to follow a 
virtual walking tour of art on a 
cell phone.  

Ind ie  Readery  and 
Records, 314 North St., will 
feature a collection of collage 
and painting on unconvention-
al surfaces by Brent Ridge for 
the June Artswalk. Stop by 
during the June 5 First Fridays 
Artswalk from 5-8 p.m. to 
take a look. 

The exhibition features 
work by 39 artists in a range 
of media. OLLI at BCC is 
a volunteer-driven, inclu-
sive learning community of 
adults 50+ offering diverse 
educational programs, social 
interaction and community 
engagement. There will be an 

opening reception on Friday, 
June 5 from 5-8 p.m. 

Roo t s  and  Dreams 
and Mustard Seeds, 119 
Fenn Street, will feature art-
ists from the Cosmic CoArt 
Cooperative including nature 
sketches by Matt Brinton, 
creations by Nicole Fecteau, 
art by Rochely DeJesus 
Melendez, and poetry by 
Ashley Sposato. 

There will be a reception 
with the artists on Friday, June 
5 from 5-8 p.m. including a 
poetry reading from 6:30-7:30 
p.m., snacks and a table for 
children to make art.

The Clock Tower Artists 
at 75 South Church Street are 
excited to introduce rotating 
2 to 3-person pop-up exhibits 
in their West Studios Lobby 
alongside their regularly 
scheduled open studios bring-
ing even more variety and cre-
ative energy to every visit.

Pittsfield’s City Hall, 70 
Allen St., will feature “How 
Shall We Live? Berkshire 
Youth Artists Explore Their 
Relationship with the Earth in 
the Time of Climate Change” 
now through June 5. 

Organized by Living 
the Change Berkshires, The 
Clark Art Institute, and Cooler 
Communities, this traveling 
show spotlights how local 
students experience climate 
change and share their resil-
ience and love for the earth. 

60+ Berkshire County High 
School Artists will be featured 
in the exhibit. There will be 
a reception on Friday, June 5 
from 5-8 p.m. with opportu-
nities for the public to learn 
about and take climate action. 

Berkshire Art Center  is 
hosting their summer Faculty 
Artist Show at Framework 
by Downtown Pittsfield, Inc. 
located at 437 North St..

 The show will be on 
view during the June 5 First 
Fridays Artswalk from 5-8 
p.m. as well as Monday 
through Thursday from 10 
a.m.-2 p.m. now through June 
25 by visiting the Downtown 
Pittsfield, Inc. offices at 431 
North Street, or by appoint-
ment.

Download the Downtown 
Pittsfield app in the App Store 
or on Google Play to follow a 
virtual walking tour of art on 
your cell phone. Direct link: 
https://downtownpittsfield.
stqry.app/list/61485   

First Fridays Artswalk 
and “Art in the Park” are sup-
ported in part by a grant from 
the Mass Cultural Council 
and a grant from the Pittsfield 
Cultural Council, a local agen-
cy which is supported by the 
Mass Cultural Council, a state 
agency.

First Fridays Artswalk 
and “Art in the Park” are 
also supported in part by The 
Feigenbaum Foundation. 

First Fridays Artwalk takes place June 5
P I T T S F I E L D  – 

Western Massachusetts 
Hilltown Hikers plan a 
group hike to the Azalea 
fields in the  Pittsfield State 
Forest on Saturday, June 13 
at 10 a.m.

Participants will park 
in the Berry Mountain Vista 
Lot Main Entrance, 1041 
Cascade St. They should 
continue straight through 
the main entrance gate onto 
Berry Pond Circuit Road, 
road bears left and up the 
mountain continue until 
they see a large vista and 
parking lot on the right.

The high is rated a 
moderate 3.5 mile ridge line 
hike with 600 feet of total 
elevation gain. 

D C R  I n t e r p r e t i v e 
Coordinator Alec Gillman 
and special  guest Bob 
Rando on one of the most 
beautiful  mountaintops 
to experience the best the 
Taconic Ridge has to offer 
sixty five acres of wild aza-
leas. 

Be r ry  Hi l l  named 

fo r  Wi l l i am Ber ry,  a 
Revolutionary War veter-
an who owned land here, is 
filled with the sweet smell 
of blooms of many varieties 
of the pink wild flowers and 
at 2,060-feet, Berry Pond 
is the highest natural water 
body in Massachusetts. 

They will  hike the 
Berry Pond shoreline and 
then follow the Taconic 
Cres t  Tra i l  t o  Tower 
Mountain then return on 
the Pine Mountain Trail to 
visit Tilden Swamp with its 
bog vegetation. The hike 
will start at the dirt parking 
lot known as the New York 
Overlook with commanding 
views of the Catskills and 
Albany. 

Berry Hill is also a 
well-known hawk watching 
site and many different vari-
eties of wildlife can be seen 
here at this high elevation. 
This is a hidden gem on the 
New York Massachusetts 
border and one of the great-
est state forests filled with 
the most exciting trails and 

grand vistas
People should Register 

per vehicle by visiting 
www.hilltownhikers.com 
under events. Maps and bot-
tled water are provided.

Well  behaved dogs 
are welcome. This event is 
volunteer lead. Suggested 
donation is $15. People 
should  email western-
masshilltownhikers@aol.
com or call/text 413-302-
0312 if they have any ques-
tions. 

A s  a lwa y s  h i ke r s 
should be prepared for 
rocks, mud and roots, bring 
trekking poles and a snack.

Those who want to hike 
every weekend year round 
should consider becom-
ing a member of Western 
Massachusetts Hilltown 
Hikers.

Tees, hoodies, hats, 
patches, water bottles and 
safety vests will be for sale 
by donation at the event. 
People may see all  events, 
maps, blog and photos at 
www.hilltownhikers.com.

Hikers to hold group hike June 13

Send Us Your Photos!
countryjournal@turley.com
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BLANDFORD

By Mary Kronholm
Correspondent

B L A N D F O R D  – 
Highway Superintendent Ray 
Hultay told the Select Board 
at the Tuesday, May 26 meet-
ing that he had a successful 
grant application through the 
Massachusetts Department 
of Transportation, Highway 
Division.

M a s s D OT  a w a r d -
ed the Blandford Highway 
Department $199,500 under 
the Unpaved Roads Grant

Program for the pur-

chase of a dirt roller. This 
equipment has been an essen-
tial need for maintaining the 
town’s dirt roads. 

Hultay explained that 
there “is a process” for main-
taining the dirt roads. First 
the road surfaces are turned 
over with the grader; then 
the roadways are raked to 
remove any large rocks. 

After an application of 
calcium for firmness, which 
is a new process this year, the 
roads are rolled out for ade-
quate compaction creating a 
uniform surface. 

The board reviewed 
again the personnel pol-
icy with concerns from the 
Highway Department, which 
included sick time and vaca-
tion time accrual and limits 
thereof.

Chair Jackie Coury met 
with Hultay Thursday morn-
ing, May 28, to continue 
the discussion. She said the 
Board wants the policy to go 
into effect July 1.

The board approved an 
expenditure of $1,829.03 to 
maintain the town’s reverse 
911 capabilities.

Highway Dept. receives grant

Levi Pease 
(1739-1824)

Hilltown history is 
filled with familiar 
family names, and 

few are more recognizable 
than Pease.

What many people don’t 
realize is that one member of 
that family, Levi Pease, spent 
six years operating a tavern in 
the center of Blandford while 
quietly participating in some 
of the most important events 
of the American Revolution 
and later, building a new 
nation.

The story begins with 
Levi’s father, Nathaniel 
Pease ,  who  moved  to 
Blandford from Enfield, 
Connecticut, in 1759 and 
purchased the corner tavern 
beside today’s Old Burying 
Ground, across from the 
Blandford Historical Society.

In 1770, Nathaniel sold 
the tavern to Levi, who oper-
ated it until 1776, serving 
travelers by day while car-
rying military dispatches 
for the Revolutionary cause. 
A later newspaper account 
reported that Pease also com-
manded a company of min-
ute men and “drilled them in 
secret places.”

A Legend
Pease’s reputation for 

courage, discretion and hon-
esty became legendary.

He served as a trust-

ed courier for General John 
Thomas, commander of the 
Northern Army and one of 
George Washington’s most 
respected officers. Thomas 
commanded the forces that 
seized Dorchester Heights 
in March 1776, forcing the 
British evacuation of Boston. 

Pease was reportedly 
at Thomas’s bedside when 
he succumbed to smallpox 
months later in Montreal. Not 
a single dispatch entrusted to 
him was known to have been 
lost. 

One military officer later 
remarked that Pease could 
be trusted with a saddlebag 
full of money for army provi-
sions without even requiring 
a receipt.

After General Thomas’ 
death, Pease sold the tavern to 
his brother and devoted him-
self fully to the Revolutionary 
cause. He helped coordinate 

the movement of horses, sup-
plies and equipment for the 
Continental Army, support-
ing operations that culminat-
ed in the American victory at 
Yorktown in 1781.

Chief Innovator
After the war, Pease 

turned his knowledge of 
roads, logistics and communi-
cation toward connecting the 
young nation.

He established one of 
America’s earliest stage-
coach lines, linking Boston, 
Worces ter,  Spr ingfie ld , 
Hartford and New York. He 

later expanded into mail 
delivery, dramatically reduc-
ing travel times between 
Boston and New York to 
about 36 hours.

Later, Pease successfully 
petitioned the Massachusetts 
legislature to charter one of 
the state’s first turnpikes, 
earning the titles Father of the 
Stagecoach and Father of the 
Turnpike.

A Hub of 
Revolutionary Activity

Pease’s story also inter-
sects with other famous 
names from local histo-

ry. Were they in subterfuge 
cahoots? 

We can’t say for cer-
tain. But the circles of trusted 
patriots in Revolutionary New 
England were legendary.

For example, records 
show Pease conducted busi-
ness in town with Samuel 
Sloper, who participated in 
the Boston Tea Party in 1773 
before settling in Blandford.

Additionally, the can-
nons Knox hauled from 
For t  Ticonderoga were 
later placed under General 
Thomas’s command, the very 
officer for whom Pease car-
ried secret dispatches at the 
time.

No official records con-
firm it, but Peas’s Tavern was 

perfectly situated along the 
colonial highway, making it 
an ideal rest stop for Knox 
and some of his men, who 
stayed for a couple of days 
while figuring out how to 
navigate the Devil’s Staircase.

Today, visitors stand-
ing beside the Old Burying 
Ground may not realize that 
one of the Revolution’s most 
trusted dispatchers once 
worked just a few feet away, 
helping move information, 
supplies and countless secrets 
through a nation fighting for 
its independence.

It’s another reminder that 
Blandford is a small town 
with a big history, one that 
reaches far beyond its bor-
ders.

Blandford Historical Society...Did You Know?

This plaque honoring Levi Pease is located in Shrewsbury.

Pease Tavern bordered the Old Burying Ground.    Courtesy photos 

animals and local children 
representing the town’s 
future.

From noon-3  p .m. 
under the fairgrounds pavil-
ion, the community cel-
ebration will feature the 
National Anthem sung by 
Alyssa O’Neil, music with a 
DJ, family games and a free 
community cookout with 
hamburgers, hot dogs, chips 
and drinks.

One of the highlights 
of the afternoon will be a 
special mini-performance 
by the Blandford Historical 
Society titled “The Ghosts 
Are Back.” The historical 
reenactment introduces vis-
itors to a 1776 Blandford 
patriot and his family as 
they recall what life was 
like in Blandford 250 years 
ago during the birth of the 
nation.

Town officials will also 
offer remarks during the 
afternoon celebration.

Organizers  say the 
event is intended to cel-
ebrate not only America’s 
founding, but also the spir-
it of small-town communi-
ty that continues to define 
Blandford today. Admission 
to all events is free.

sented their words on the 
significance of Memorial 
Day and led everyone in the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 

E1 U.S.  Air  Force 
Amber Stearns escorted 
U. S. Marine Sgt. Michael 
Wojcik and U. S. Army Sgt. 
Tom Huntoon to place the 
memorial wreath on the 
Gen. John Knox marker. 
She again escorted the two 
Vietnam Veterans to raise 
the American flag from half-
staff to the top of the pole.

At the conclusion of 
the town’s Memorial Day 
observances everyone went 
to Watson Park and the 
playground area adjacent 
to Town Hall for tradition-
al cookout fare. Grilling 
were Bruce Benson, his 
uncle Charles “Chuck” 
Benson, Pamela Dirschka 
and Magdalena Zajko. The 
Recreation Committee pro-
vided an extra treat: “Mr. 
Whippy” Ice Cream Truck 
with Karen Maratea from 
West Springfield.

250	 from page 1VETERANS	 from page 1

A l i v i a n a 
Michalski and 
Maple Mangini 
led the Pledge 
of Allegiance.

Turley Publications photos by Mary Kronholm
Carrying the town of Blandford Banner are Gibson and Maple Mangini.

Select Board Chairman Jackie Coury, left, board members Cara Letendre, center with Neumann, a 
two-year-old Landseer Newfoundland and T.J. Cousineau flanked by Police Chief Jennifer Dubiel and 
Fire Chief Adam Dolby.

Memorial Day program 
organizer and emcee Technical 
Sgt. Of the U.S. Air Force 
Douglas Emo at the podium. 

This is a drawing of an early stage coach.

This plaque is in memory of 
Gen. John Thomas.

E1 U.S. Air Force Amber 
Stearns  stands with U. S. 
Marine Sgt. Michael Wojcik 
as  U. S. Army Sgt. Tom 
Huntoon raises the flag to 
the top of the pole.

Our advertisers
make this

publication
possible.

Let them know you 
saw their ad in the

Country
Journal

BLANDFORD – George 
Reichert organized a clean-
up, dress-up Bicentennial 
Park to coordinate with the 
town’s 250th celebration. 

H e  a n d  C o r i n n e 
Shartrand are looking for 
any and all comers to help 
spruce up the gardens with 
fresh plantings about 75 
plants.  The planting will 
be Saturday, June 6 from 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m.

“ H e l p  a s  l o n g  a s 
you can,” said Reichert. 
Volunteers can call him at 
413-348-9909 to sign up or 
with any questions.

Bicentennial Park clean up 
seeks volunteers
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C H E S T E R  –  T h e 
Southern Hilltowns Adult 
Education Center offers a 
free wild foraging walk and 
talk by local wild edible 
expert, Felix Lufkin. 

The class is sched-
uled for Wednesday, June 
10 at 6p.m. and will meet 
at SHAEC’s Chester class-
room at 26 Main St. 

There will be a guid-
ed foraging walk explor-
ing the edible and useful 
plants growing right in the 
neighborhood. Participants 
will learn how to identify, 
harvest responsibly and use 
a variety of seasonal wild 
foods, focusing on the spe-

cies that are abundant at the 
time of the walk. 

Along the way, they’ll 
discuss sustainable foraging 
practices, plant ecology and 
how to deepen their con-
nection with the local land-
scape. 

Whether they’re new 
to foraging or looking to 
expand skills, they’ll leave 
with practical knowledge 
and a fresh appreciation 
for the abundance growing 
around them.

P e o p l e  c a n  s i g n 
up  by  v i s i t ing  www.
shaec.org or by emailing 
Southernhil l townsaec@
gmail.com. People should 

include their name, the num-
ber in their party and a num-
ber to contact them. They 
may also call 413-354-1055 
with any questions. 

Volunteer Felix has 
taught nature awareness 
plant ecology to adults and 
children of all ages through-
out the Valley since 2003, 
including after school pro-
grams, public workshops 
and organizat ions.  He 
also directs Help Yourself, 
Inc. He is a father and 
runs Turtle Bend Farm in 
Montgomery with his wife, 
Maggie. People will learn 
more by visiting https://
www.turtlebend.farm/.

SHAEC offers free wild foraging 
walk and talk to be held June 10 CHESTER –  S to ry 

and fun time meets every 
Thursday at 11a.m. in the 
Hamilton Memorial Library, 
194 West Main St.

Children will gather for 
a story followed by a craft or 
other fun activity. This is a 
great opportunity for  little 
ones to socialize, learn new 
skills and have some fun.                                                                                                                                 

On Thursday, June 11 
at 11 a.m., staff from the 
EcoTarium of Worcester will 
offer a special science discov-
ery program during the regu-
lar story time. This program 
is sponsored by the Hilltown 
Family Center.

Read with Monster, the 
library has a special upcom-
ing program for children, who 
would like to practice their 
reading skills in a fun, unique 
way. Monster, a bright Spot 
Certified Therapy Dog and 
his handler, Cara Pease, will 
be coming to the library on 
Thursdays, June 16 and July 
21 at 3 p.m. This is part of the 
summer reading program. 

Children who sign-up, 
will have the opportunity to 
spend quality time reading 
to this furry friend in a safe, 
non-judgmental environment. 
Parents may call the library at 
413-354-7808 to register their 
child  for either session.                                                                                                                                        

Book club meets the 
third Wednesday of each 
month at 4:30 p.m. on June 
17. In June, the club will be 
discussing “Olive Kitteridge” 
by Elizabeth Strout. 

This Pulitzer Prize win-
ner is a story about a retired 
schoolteacher, who deplores 
the changes in her small town 
and the world at large but 
doesn’t always recognize the 
changes in those around her. 
There will be snacks and a 
lively discussion. Extra book 
copies are available.

Family movie, “How 
to Train Your Dragon,” 
will be held Tuesday June 
23 at 4 p.m. There will be 
snacks offered at this PG 
rated, live action movie.                                                                                                                     
Children may sign up for the 
summer reading program. 
This year’s theme is “Plant a 
seed, read.” This is an oppor-
tunity to learn, encourage 
continued reading skills and 
meet new friends

Hamilton Library lists upcoming events

CHESTER  –  The 
C h e s t e r  H i g h  S c h o o l 
Alumni  wi l l  be  com-
ing home to Chester this 
year for their 123rd annu-
al reunion and meeting on 
Saturday, June 27. 

The meeting draws a 
large group associated with 
the former Chester High 

School including Chester 
residents who graduated 
from Gateway after Chester 
High School closed in the 
late 1960s. 

This year’s festivities 
begin with a social hour at 1 
p.m. at the Chester Railroad 
Depot and continue infor-
mally throughout the entire 

weekend as “Blue Devils” 
and “Quarriers” wander 
around town visiting old 
friends and relatives. 

The association’s annu-
al business meeting will be 
held on Saturday, June 27 
at 2 p.m., and officers and 
board members will meet at 
noon.

Chester High Alumni hold 123rd reunion

CHESTER

A B B O T , 
ME –  Abbot 
Vi l l age  Press 
a n n o u n c -
e s  t h e  M a y 
2026 release of 
“ M e m o r i a l s , 
Monuments, and 
Memories: From 
Flanders Fields 
to Main Street 
A m e r i c a ,”  a 
new book by 
Maine author and essayist 
Walter Boomsma. 

Boomsma is a former 
resident of Chester. Drawing 
on more than a decade of 
annual Memorial Day writ-
ings, the book invites read-
ers to rediscover the deeper 
meaning of the holiday – one 
memory, monument and 
human story at a time.

Boomsma’s connection 
to Chester and Memorial 
Day run deep. His father, a 
Navy veteran and proud hon-
or-guard sergeant, died when 
Walter was seven. The tradi-
tions they shared: cleaning 
the flag holder at his grand-
father’s grave, polishing 
rifles for the honor guard, 
standing at attention as taps 
was played shaped a life-
long commitment to remem-
brance. The book’s essays, 
originally shared one per 
year, trace those memories 
alongside wider reflections 
on what it means to preserve 
the past for those who come 
after.

“Nothing is ever real-
ly lost to us as long as we 
remember it,” Boomsma 
wr i tes ,  quot ing  L .  M. 
Montgomery — a sentiment 
that anchors the entire col-
lection. The essays range 
from visits to the Normandy 
American Cemetery to a 
small-town Maine parade 
growing shorter each year; 

f r o m 
the history of the poppy 
tradition to the quiet work 
of cleaning forgotten grave-
stones. T

The collection is orga-
nized chronologically, span-
ning Memorial Days from 
2012 through 2025, with 
each essay bearing the year 
it was first written. Two clas-
sic public-domain poems: 
John McCrae’s “In Flanders 
Fields” and Moina Michael’s 
response, “We Shall Keep 
the Faith” open the book as 
touchstones for return visits. 
A closing section, “Beyond 
Memorial Day,” celebrates 
the human connections the 
holiday inspires, includ-
ing an award-winning fish-
ing story about Boomsma’s 
father that has been called a 
moving meditation on grief, 
independence, and love.

Boomsma is also the 
author of “Small People – 
Big Brains” and “Exploring 
Traditions: Celebrating the 
Grange Way of Life.” A for-
mer consultant in individual 
and organizational develop-
ment, he lives with his wife, 
Janice, in rural Maine. His 
writing career began, by his 
own account, with letters to 
his grandmother.

His book is available 
from major retailers includ-
ing Amazon or ordering 
options at wboomsma.com.

Walter Boomsma writes 
Memorial Day book

Granite saw 
before and 
after photos

CHESTER – It 
has been 2 1/2 years 
s ince  the  Western 
M a s s a c h u s e t t s 
Hilltown Hikers pur-
chased this historic 
stone cutting mill lot.

During that time, 
the Hilltown Hikers 
cleared the lot of leaf 
litter, dead trees, brush 
and more. Here are 
some before photos 
from 2022, 2023 and 
2024 and after photos 
in 2026.

Submitted photos
This youngster reads to Monster, a local therapy dog at the 
Hamilton Memorial Library in Chester.

The young boy reads to Monster, a local therapy dog, who visits 
the Hamilton Memorial Library in Chester.

These children get ready to release a butterfly that recently 
hatched at the Hamilton Memorial Library.

Walter Boomsma

Submitted photo
This photo of Harriet Kelso Gilman, Class of 1939, oldest member present.was taken at last year’s 
Chester High School reunion. This year the reunion is on Saturday, June 27 at 1 p.m. in the Chester 
Railroad Depot.

Here is a side by side photo of the loading dock stairs. 	 Submitted photos

This is a side by side photo of the polishing 
machine.

This side by side photo shows the Prospect 
Street entrance in 2022 and in 2026.

This side by side photo 
shows the railroad siding in 
2024 and 2026 .
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FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $240.00
Seasoned cut & split $375.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for
 outdoor boilers (Cheap).

Quality & volumes guaranteed!! 
New England Forest Products

(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central 
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood 
Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titanium Stainless 
Steel.  $2K Tax Credit.  

Call (508) 882-0178

MUSICAL 
INSTRUMENTS

HOHNER VERDI III. Red 120 Bass Pia-
no Accordian. 3/5 reeds, full size keyboard. 
5/3 switches. New condition. Bargain! 
$1475. 413-583-3740.

WANTED! 
CASH for: 

• Machinist tools, power tools 
  & Snap on.
• Electronics & Audio Equipment. 
• Sports Cards. 
• 70s/80s/90s Toys. 
• Antiques & Collectibiles. 
  Much, much more!

Call/Text Sam 
413-531-5381

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glass-
ware, Silver-plated items, watches, 
Musical instruments, typewriters, 
sewing machines, tools, radios, 
clocks, lanterns, lamps, kitchen-
ware, cookware, knives, military, 
automotive, fire department, ma-
sonic, license plates, beer cans, 
barware, books, oil cans, adver-
tising tins,hunting, fishing, signs, 
and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

ALWAYS BUYING 
ALL ANTIQUES: 

Musical instruments, guitars, horns, 
keyboards, vintage electronics, jew-
elry, coins, watches, military camer-
as, sports memorabilia, art, sterling, 
signs, automotive, hunting, adver-
tising, radios, ham radio equipment, 
audio equipment, toys, one item or 
entire estate. 

Call Paul 413-206-8688

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming 
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster 
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates. 
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell 
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging. 
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

PJ’s Electrical
MASTER ELECTRICIAN

• Licensed & Insured •
Providing safe, reliable electrical 
services for residential and com-
mercial projects.

NOW OFFERING FREE
CONSULTATIONS.

Call today to schedule your appointment.
(413) 366-1703

(Lic. #24046–A)

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC
Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical 
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and 
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned compa-
ny. MA License #8101A1.

 Call John at (413)206-6509

DANNY’S ELECTRICAL 
SERVICES LLC

 formerly (Luis Arroyo licensed electrician)
I offer good quality electrical work, no proj-
ect too small. Service upgrades, pools, 
budget friendly, committed to satisfaction, 
dependable & insured. Master Lic. #20773-
A, Business Lic. #9310-A1. Text or call Dan-
iel at 413-218-3301 or visit my website 
at dannyselectricllc.com to fill an on-
line work request.

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile, 
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding, 
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free 
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron. 

HOME IMPROVEMENT 
SPECIALIST

Decks, porches, repair service,
roofing and siding contractor. 

Tim 413-563-2229. Licensed/insured. 
35 year construction supervisor.

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub 
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe, insured. Professional. Please 
call Bob (413)537-5789.

MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING
Landscape Design and Installation

Paver Patios, Walkways
 For more services visit 

mattguertinlandscaping.com
Call or text 413-266-9975

 Insured - Commercial - Residential

LAWN & GARDEN
A.A.A. ROTOTILLING Yes time to till 
gardens and flower beds too. Be safe grow 
your own. Call for appointment, fair and 
reasonable rates. Suburban residential 
only.   413-626-1927.

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway 
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt 
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.  
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790. 
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING

Interior only $199.00 for average 12x16 
room. Very neat, references, prompt ser-
vice. Serving Palmer, Barre and surround-
ing area. Call (508)867-2550

PRO PAINTING
Low, low prices. All phases interior, exterior 
painting and wallpapering. Also minor car-
pentry. 413-310-5099.

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING & 
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations, 
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen & 
Bath remodeling.  30 years experience. 
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505 

PRESSURE 
WASHING

HOT WATER PRESSURE WASHING.
We use brushes and state of the art equip-
ment. We remove grime and mold from 
homes, patios, fences, walkways, all decks, 
concrete & driveways . Senior Discounts. 
For free estimates call Bill (413)519-
9800.

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned, 
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  Family owned/
operated since 1950   (413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential 
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove 
them before the wind takes them down. 
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING 
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates. 
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE – Everything 
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump 
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and 
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

TUNE-UPS

MOTORCYCLES
1992 HARLEY SPORTSTER, new 
brakes, chain, sprockets, clutch, battery, 
tires, starter. 27K miles. Ready to go. $2900 
or best offer. 508-867-2647/774-757-
8400

SERVERS WANTED
Inquire at Girly’s Grill, 

1315 Park St., Palmer, MA 01069 
or call 413-284-0005.

HEALTH CARE
Holyoke Health Center, Inc. has a 
position available in Holyoke, MA for a 

BE/BC (Board Eligible or 
Board Certified) Pediatrician

to provide medical care and treatment to in-
fants, children, and adolescents. Diagnose 
and treat various medical conditions, con-
duct examinations, prescribe medications, 
administer vaccinations, and offer guidance 
on child health and development. Salary 
range is $208,000 to $250,000 per year.
Minimum Requirements: M.D. or D.O. or 
foreign equivalent + BE/BC (Board Eligible 
or Board Certified) in Pediatrics. 

Apply to: resumes@hhcinc.org 
using ID: PD25DD.

FOR RENT
APT. FOR RENT: 826 EAST STREET, 
LUDLOW. 2 BR., 1-1/2 bath, kitchen, di-
nette, LR. Applications required. For more 
information, please call 413-583-3097.

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not 
knowingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES HELP WANTED

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Make checks payable to Turley Publications 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  FRIDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

A&M TUNE-UPS
Push Lawnmowers, 
Riding Mowers and 

Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home.

FREE PICKUP OF 
UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT
Call Mike (413) 348-7967

LAWNMOWER TUNE UP 
& REPAIR

(413) 687-5552

CHAMELEON 
PAINTING & REMODELING

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

Remodeling & 
Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured • Free Estimates

413-351-1147

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTEDJUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.

Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Post your 
job openings 

in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS! 

12 HOMETOWN 
NEWSPAPERS 

413.283.8393
www.turley.com
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069

Advertise your 
HOME 

IMPROVEMENT
SERVICES 

in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS!
Call 413-283-8393

Buying? 
Selling?

Our Classifieds
Get Results!
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 CLUES ACROSS
  1. Egyptian bull-god
  5. A young canine
  8. Cologne
 11. Fictional British P.I.
 13. Midway between 

northeast and east
 14. A place to shop
 15. Minneapolis suburb
 16. Single lens reflex
 17. NY Mets great 

Tommie
 18. Informal loan clubs
 20. Habitual twitching
 21. Holm oak
 22. Willing to consent or 

submit
 25. In an early way
 30. Made possible
 31. Language in Ghana
 32. Relating to one’s 

birth
 33. Deep-bodied fishes
 38. Defunct European 

currency
 41. Small American 

songbird
 43. One from L.A.
 45. After tenth
 47. Hillside
 49. Red deer
 50. Partner to “oohed”
 55. Indian musical 

pattern
 56. Israeli city __ Aviv
 57. Golden peas plant
 59. Breezed through
 60. Midway between 

east and southeast
 61. Frameworks
 62. Danish krone
 63. Fall back
 64. Influential Korean 

leader

CLUES DOWN
  1. Bridge building 

degree

  2. Expression of sorrow 
or pity

  3. Large, stocky lizard
  4. Turkish leader title
  5. Nag
  6. Blank
  7. Closely woven cotton 

fabric
  8. A nice shot in golf
  9. Away from wind
 10. Evergreen shrub 

genus
 12. Large African 

antelope
 14. Something you 

receive
 19. Satisfy
 23. Wet dirt
 24. No longer here
 25. Writing utensil
 26. Ribonucleic acid
 27. Consume food
 28. Licensed for Wall 

Street

 29. Alternative forms of 
a gene

 34. Buddy
 35. We all do it
 36. Chicken
 37. No seats available
 39. Yearned to possess
 40. Ineffectual
 41. Explosive
 42. Turkish title
 44. Worn near the foot
 45. Impatient
 46. Set an example for 

others
 47. Actor Pitt
 48. Instrument of 

torture
 51. Swiss river
 52. Grayish white
 53. A way to print
 54. Storied college 

hoops program
 58. Midway between 

south and southeast

an
sw

er
s

THIS WEEK’S HOROSCOPES

NATIONALLY ADVERTISED MERCHANDISE FOR ALL MAKES & MODELSWESTFIELD
AUTO PARTS INC

AUTO PARTS 
& SUPPLIES

WHOLESALE   RETAIL

Dial 568-8944 or 568-1611  FAX # 568-1554

★ Complete Auto Machine Shop Service   ★ Engine Rebuilding Of All Kinds
★ Authorized Caterpillar Hydraulic Hose Dealer   ★ Hydraulic Hoses

Call “DALE”      8-12 BIRGE AVE., WESTFIELD

Now stocking 
Car Quest 

Filters made 
by WIX,

Amalie Oil,
Bailing Twine 

&
Tractor Parts

Fun By The 
Numbers
Like puzzles? 
Then you’ll love 
sudoku. This 
mind-bending 
puzzle will have 
you hooked from 
the moment you 
square off, so 
sharpen your 
pencil and put 
your sudoku 
savvy to the test!

ARIES
Mar 21/Apr 20
Your energy is infectious 
this week, Aries. This 
is the perfect time to 
launch a passion proj-
ect. Expect a surprise 
compliment from some-
one you admire. 

TAURUS
Apr 21/May 21
Taurus, treat yourself to 
a little luxury. You have 
earned a slow morning 
of coffee and a cross-
word puzzle. A cozy 
discovery brings you a 
smile. 
 
GEMINI
May 22/Jun 21
Your social calendar is 
buzzing with exciting 
new connections. Use 
your natural wit to spur 
the conversation and 
you’ll be the star of ev-
ery chat you have with 
others.

CANCER
Jun 22/Jul 22
Creative inspiration hits 
you mid-week, Cancer. 
Be sure to keep a note-
book handy. Your intuition 
is very sharp right now, 
leading you to a special 
breakthrough.  

LEO
Jul 23/Aug 23
Whether you are looking 
for it or not, the spotlight 
is finding you, Leo. Shine 
bright and share your 
ideas. The world is ready 
to applaud your vision. 

VIRGO
Aug 24/Sept 22
Organization will be your 
superpower this week, 
Virgo. Everything finally 
clicks into place. Ex-
amine the small details 
around you. You will find 
peace in them and pro-
ductivity.

LIBRA
Sept 23/Oct 23
Libra, balance will come 
easily as you blend work 
and recreation in perfect 
ways. An invitation to a 
local event adds some 
sparkle to your weekend.

SCORPIO
Oct 24/Nov 22
Your magnetism is at an 
all-time high, Scorpio. 
Exciting opportunities 
are being drawn toward 
you, so you will need to 
trust your gut on a new 
venture.

SAGITTARIUS 
Nov 23/Dec 21
Adventure is calling your 
name this week, Sag-
ittarius. An optimistic 
outlook can turn a mi-
nor detour into a grand 
adventure. Get ready 
for some exciting days 
ahead.

CAPRICORN
Dec 22/Jan 20
Take a moment to cel-
ebrate your wins with a 
favorite treat or a good 
book, Capricorn. You 
have been hitting your 
stride and smashing 
goals with impressive 
ease.

AQUARIUS
Jan 21/Feb 18
Your big ideas are draw-
ing some attention. 
Many people are ready 
to help you build on 
them. Stay curious and 
open to a clever sugges-
tion from a friend.

PISCES
Feb 19/Mar 20
Your imagination is tak-
ing the driver’s seat this 
week, Pisces. A heart-
warming moment with 
a loved one reminds you 
how much others care.

WESTFIELD – On 
Wednesday, June 24 at 
6 p.m. the Alzheimer’s 
Association hosts a support 
group in Armbrook Village 
Senior Living and Memory 
Support Community, 551 
North Road. 

Caregivers and fami-
ly members are invited to 
enjoy light refreshments 

and to share their personal 
experiences and strategies 
for communicating with 
their loved ones. The [pub-
lic is welcome.

To join this group, peo-
ple may call 413-568-0000 
or email reception@arm-
brookvillage.com. Support 
groups are held on the last 
Wednesday of the month.

Alzheimer’s Association 
support group meets June 24 WESTFIELD –  On 

Saturday,  June 13,  the 
Westfield River Watershed 
Association will sponsor a 
scenic six-mile paddle from 
the Great River Bridge in 
Westfield to Robinson State 
Park in Agawam. 

For those used to see-
ing the river only in glimps-
es from the road, the fami-
ly-friendly canoe and kayak 
cruise offers a new, close-up 
view of the waterway. 

“We’re excited to be on 
the river this year for our 
annual Cruise. This is a fun 
section of river to paddle for 
anyone who enjoys being on 
the water and it is ideal for 
beginners looking to devel-
op their skills,” says Mark 
Damon, WRWA Board pres-
ident.  

“Nature enthusiasts will 
enjoy the early summer veg-
etation and birdlife. Perhaps 
you’ll spot some of the more 
charismatic animals such as 
bald eagles, beavers or snap-
ping turtles,” adds Damon. 
“We hope you can come out 

and join us.”  In the past, par-
ticipants paused paddling to 
watch a pair of nesting eagles 
as they soared and landed in 
a tall tree along the river.  

“People are amazed that 
the pollution is now gone and 
the river is really clean. You 
don’t see any of the commer-
cial businesses near the river 
while paddling, just birds, 
wildflowers, even beaver 
dams and animals native to 
our area,” states Phil Sousa, 
who is a long-time member 
of the river organization. 

He encourages pad-
dlers to come and says “This 
cruise is suitable for people 
with at least a little paddling 
experience. The water is 
mostly flat; we guide folks 
around any really fast spots.”

Participants need to 
bring their  own canoe, 
kayak or paddle board and 
their own paddles and per-
sonal safety devices, as well 
as sunscreen and drinking 
water. Organizers recom-
mend that participants have 
some experience paddling, 

given that river conditions 
may be unpredictable. 

Children under 18 must 
be supervised by a parent 
or guardian. Children under 
14 must paddle in the same 
boat as an adult. Other sug-
gestions for what to bring 
include snacks for before and 
after the cruise, a picnic for 
an early lunch for the second 
wave of registrants or possi-
bly a late lunch for the first 
wave of registrants for once 
they reach Robinson State 
Park, as well as easy snacks 
for munching along the way. 
The cruise typically takes 2-3 
hours.

A participation fee of 
$20 per person and $15 for 
WRWA members will help 
cover shuttle service, insur-
ance and light refreshments. 
Registration begins at 9 a.m. 
and continues to about 10 
a.m. in the municipal parking 
lot off Meadow Street near 
the Great River Bridge in 
Westfield.  

Participants will register, 
unload boats and gear, drive 

their vehicles to Robinson 
State Park (parking fees 
apply) and return by shuttle 
to the launch area. Staggered 
Cruise departures will begin 
around 10:30 a.m.  

Parking fees at Robinson 
for the Canoe Cruise are for 
Massachusetts residents are 
$,  $10 for a Lifetime Senior 
DCR Pass and $20 for out-
of-state vehicles. 

“Signing up in advance 
helps us plan more effective-
ly. For the past couple years, 
water conditions/ severe 
weather have requires us to 
cancel,” adds Heather Aieta, 
another Board member work-
ing on the Cruise.  

“If you plan to par-
ticipate and would like to 
receive a cancellation notice 
by email the evening before 
the Cruise, email info@west-
fieldriver.org and put the 
word ‘Notify’ in the Subject 
line. WRWA will also post 
the cancel lat ion on i ts 
Facebook page and website, 
www.westfieldriver.org the 
evening before.”

WRWA hosts six-mile river paddle on June 13
WESTFIELD

Obituary Policy
Country Journal

Turley Publications offers two types of obituaries.
One is a free, brief Death Notice listing the name 

of deceased, date of death and funeral date and place.
The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $275, 

which allows families to publish extended death 
notice information of their own choice (with a 
word limit of up to 500 words) and may include a 
photograph. Death Notices & Paid Obituaries 
should be submitted through a funeral home to: 
obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.
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Hilltown Hiking Adventures

The Thunderbolt Shelter is located in the 
Mount Greylock State Reservation.

Dayna, Sadie and Penelope siting near the War 
Memorial Tower on Mt. Greylock.

It was an exciting weekend 
May 16 and 17. Not only 
was it Chester On Track 

but the Auto Road opened for 
the summer season at Mount 
Greylock State Reservation. 
If people have never been 
to the highest mountain in 

Massachusetts this is their 
chance.  

In less than an hour drive 
from the Hilltowns people 
can experience the beauty of 
this special place.  Rockwell 
Road climbs steadily from 
Lanesborough at the Visitors 

Center up the mountain 
somet imes cal led “The 
Purple Majesty” on a narrow 
road. 

The road was a major 
feat in itself to build a road to 
tackle this monster. At 3,491 
feet, people can see 90 miles.

The summit is accessi-
ble for all with a quarter mile 
paved loop. So, no need to 
take a hike, although there 
are over twenty trails here; 
people can simply drive.

In May and early June 
the leaves have not yet 

peeped at the summit so 
this drive becomes a magi-
cal scenic once entering War 
Memorial Park at the top 
third of this giant.

People are encouraged to 
stop at the Mount Greylock 
Visitors Centers and say “hi” 

to Ranger Mike.  The Visitors 
Center is open daily from 9 
a.m.-4 p.m. and includes a 
relief sculpture of the entire 
mountain, a must see. 

The mountains are call-
ing and I must go...even if it 
is just a drive.

Hilltown Hikers explore Mt. Greylock

This is a view of the Taconic Ridge.	 Submitted photos

EASTHAMPTON – 
bankESB announces the pro-
motion of Meagan Barrett to 
senior vice president, human 
resources, based at the com-
pany’s headquarters at 36 
Main St.  

B a r r e t t  o f  We s t 
Springfield brings nearly two 
decades of dedicated service 
to bankESB, having joined 
the bank in 2008 as a human 
resources assistant. Over the 
course of her tenure, she has 
steadily advanced through 
leadership roles, demonstrat-

ing a strong commitment to 
employee engagement, opera-
tional excellence, and organi-
zational culture. 

I n  h e r  n ew  r o l e , 
Barrett oversees all Human 
Resources functions for 
the organization, includ-
ing employee engagement, 
employee relations, talent 
acquisition and HR opera-
tions such as payroll, benefits, 
and compensation manage-
ment. 

She currently leads a 
team of 10 HR professionals 

and plays a criti-
cal role in shaping 
and sustaining the 
company’s culture. 

“ M e a g a n ’s 
leadership, vision, 
and deep under-
standing of our 
organization have 
been instrumen-
tal to our growth 
and success,” said 
Matt Sosik, presi-
dent and chief executive offi-
cer at bankESB. 

Barrett has been a driv-

ing force behind 
b a n k E S B ’ s 
aw a r d - w i n n i n g 
workplace culture. 
She has played a 
key leadership role 
in maintaining and 
strengthening that 
culture through 
e igh t  s t ra teg ic 
mergers, support-
ing the expansion 
o f  b a n k E S B ’s 

parent company, Hometown 
Financial Group’s footprint 
to more than 730 employ-

ees across Massachusetts, 
northeastern Connecticut and 
southern New Hampshire. 

Prior to joining bank-
ESB, Barrett gained more 
than a decade of experience 
in human resources and oper-
ations, including serving as 
HR & Operations Manager at 
CompUSA. 

She holds an associate 
degree in Liberal Arts from 
Holyoke Community College 
and pursued studies in psy-
chology at Rhode Island 
College. Barrett also earned 

her Professional in Human 
Resources  certification in 
2012 and maintains ongoing 
professional development. In 
addition, she holds certifica-
tions in employee engage-
ment and Predictive Index. 

Founded in 1869 as 
Easthampton Savings Bank, 
bankESB is headquartered in 
Easthampton. Through their 
charitable giving program, 
The Giving Tree, supports 
non-profit organizations and 
causes throughout Hampden 
and Hampshire counties. 

bankESB promotes Meagan Barrett to senior vice president HR
EASTHAMPTON

By Deborah Daniels
Correspondent

Once you have seen a 
cecropia moth you 
won’t forget it, they 

are that impressive. 
So wonder of wonders 

this was a second sighting 
of two doing the tango. Yes 
it looks like Huntington is a 
hotbed of mating activity for 
cecropia moths. 

This is why you won’t 
normally see one of these 
moths because they have 
such a short life span, live 
only long enough to mate 
and they are only active at 
night. Are we blessed or 
what?

Cecropia moths, also 
known as giant silk moths, 
have no digestive system. 
They survive on the fat they 
stored as a caterpillar. 

Imagine no concerns 
about where to find your 
next meal. They live in 

the moth state for about 2 
weeks. They are large moths 
with distinct coloring. 

Their only defense as a 
moth is to remain perfectly 
still in the undergrowth. It 
is surprising how well they 
blend in among bushes and 
trees.

A female cecropia moth 
lays about 100 white, grain 
size eggs on tree leaves. The 
eggs will hatch into tiny 
black caterpillars. Most of 
these will be gobbled up by 
hungry birds raising chicks. 

The surviving caterpil-
lars will feast on tree leaves, 
just about any tree leaf will 
do. Interestingly they will 
usually stick to the tree leaf 
it first fed on. 

The caterpi l lar  wil l 
molt from a black caterpillar 
to a yellow one and lastly 
a green caterpillar about 5 
inches long that resembles 
your worst nightmare with 
tiny spikes and balls and 

black hair along the length 
of its body. 

This ugliness scares 
away most predators but it 
is not poisonous. The cater-
pillar’s next job is to spin a 
cocoon of silk that has three 
different densities. 

This silk will repel rain 
and snow for the next 10 
months while the caterpillar 
remains inside in a dormant 
state. The cocoon looks like 
a dried brown leaf, a la cam-
ouflage style.

Moth s i lk  is  pre t ty 
interesting to researchers. 
It is made of protein, salt 
and water with antibacte-
rial properties. It has been 
reverse engineered by sci-
entists to make silk scaf-
folding to hold human body 
organs together, to deliver 
drugs and it has been used 
as medical sutures for years. 
Now that is inspired by 
nature. 

Female cecropia moths 

release pheromones that 
males can detect up to a 
mile away. Males have large 
brush-like antennae for just 
this purpose.

They will fly in the 
direction of more densely 
concentrations of phero-
mone. The moths then attach 
at each other’s abdomen and 

mate for 24 hours. Both will 
die soon thereafter. 

Female bola spiders 
produce a similar phero-
mone to attract a cecropia 
moth to dine on. If a cecro-
pia moth flies within her 
range, she slings out her 
own sticky, single silk line 
that captures the moth using 

a ball of glue on the end. 
That spider enjoys a 

delectable feast. Nature can 
be cruel but that is the law 
of survival.

Go forth you natural-
ists and keep an eagle eye 
out for a cecropia moth. 
The full moon beckons both 
moth and man.

Cecropia moth is mysterious marvel
HILLTOWN HISTORY

Turley Publications photos by Deborah Daniels
Left, this photo shows male and female cecropia moths. The one with a larger abdomen is the 
female. Right, this is a cecropia cocoon.

Meagan Barrett

This is a view from Adams Overlook on Rockwell Road.

Penelope looks out at the summit of Mt. 
Greylock.

Western Massachusetts Hilltown Hiker Liz looks out 
Adams.


