
Possible PILOT payments 
to increase revenue

By Mary Kronholm
Correspondent

Town Administrator Christopher 
Dunne reviewed the preliminary bud-
get for the coming fiscal year with the 
Select Board at their regular Monday 
night meeting this week.

The town’s operating budget totals 
$2,453,637 with an additional education 
sum of $1,786,208 for a total amount 
for FY 2024 of $4,239,845.

He cited savings as a result of hav-
ing an in-house Treasurer/Tax Collector, 
falling fuel prices and the potential for 
an increase in revenue from Payment 
in Lieu Of Taxes for state owned 
land,which will be determined when the 
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Retirement, 
ambulance 
assessments 
go up

BLANDFORD

By Wendy Long
Correspondent

Students  at  Chester 
Elementary School engaged 
in deeper learning this year 
in the areas of Science, 
Technology, Engineering and 
Mathematics and agriculture. 

Projects to date includ-
ed tapping trees and making 
maple syrup and a school-
wide composting program.

Saving the best for last, 
STEM teacher Greg Baker, 
partnered with Community 
Food Engine Farmstead to 
create a hydroponic grow-
ing station that has a goal 
of having every student in 
the school bring a head of 
lettuce, bok choy or Swiss 
chard home by the end of the 
school year.

CFE) Homestead in 

Hydroponics growing station merges STEM and agriculture 

By Wendy Long
Correspondent

Chester on Track will 
take place in downtown 
Chester on Saturday, May 
20 and will feature fami-
ly-friendly activities through-
out the day, including food, 
a parade, train exhibits, live 
music, a craft fair, a petting 
zoo and much much more. 

This not only marks the 
32nd annual event, but the 
182nd year since the Western 
Railroad was opened: the 
first to go over a mountain, 
to go through wilderness 
and, of course, to go through 
Chester.

Events kick off with 
breakfast offered in the 
Blue Caboose at the Chester 
Railway Museum/Station at 8 
a.m. The Chester Foundation 
will continue to offer a hearty 
railroad man’s menu through-
out the day, where you can 
eat “hobo style” in an antique 
wooden boxcar.

CHESTER ON TRACK, page 10
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Live music will be just one of many activities at Chester On Track Saturday, May 20.
Photo by Wendy Long

Fourth graders Layla Chaffee with clipboard records the 
temperature and humidity data being read by Eli Jakubasz.

Photos by Wendy Long

     Chester on Track 
on the rails for May 20
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Gavin Gregerson labels a seedling that he 
transplanted to fill in a missing spot in the 
hydroponic garden.

Logan Houle, front, and Dalton Robitaille 
take measures of the electronic 
conductivity in one of the water boxes.

32nd
annual
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SPRINGFIELD – Leaders from 
the Commonwealth’s Executive Office 
of Economic Development and the-
Massachusetts Broadband Institute at 
MassTech announced $14 million in 
new grants from the state’s Digital 
Equi ty  Par tnerships  Program to 
address statewide digital equity gaps 
during an event at The Tech Foundry in 
Springfield. 

Recipients are: Tech Goes Home 
$4.5 million; Vinfen, on behalf of the 
Human Services Alliance for Digital 
Equity $4.3 million and Baystate 
Health, on behalf of the Western 
Massachusetts Alliance for Digital 
Equity $5.1 million. 

The state’s digital equity programs 
build on initiatives launched in response 
to the COVID-19 public health crisis, 
which included public Wi-Fi hotspots 
in unserved towns in western and 
central Massachusetts, as well as the 
Mass Internet Connect program, which 
worked with MassHire to provide finan-
cial support and digital literacy tools 

to help get unemployed residents back 
to work. The MBI has also launched 
a Municipal Digital Equity Planning 
Program to support Massachusetts com-
munities with planning activities that 
will help build a broad understanding of 
how a lack of internet access is impact-
ing residents in their community, as 
well as a Broadband and Digital Equity 
Working Group comprised of stakehold-
ers from across the state that will inform 
the makeup and focus of state programs, 
providing key technical expertise and 
representation of target populations.

Baystate receives $5.1 
million digital equity grant

The Massachusetts Department 
of Transportation announces it will be 
conducting bridge repairs and guard 
rail repairs in the evening and overnight 
hours the week of May 8 on I-90 in 
Montgomery,  Russsell and Becket.  

Travel on I-90 will be main-
tained through the work zones. In 
Montgomery and Russell night work 
will be held Thursday, May 11 through 
May 12 from 7 p.m.-5 a.m. Bridge 
repairs will occur requiring lane clo-
sures on I-90 eastbound and westbound 
at mile marker 36.0.  Work starts each 
night at 7 p.m. and concludes the fol-
lowing day by 5 a.m.

In Becket, night work will be held 
Thursday, May 11 through Friday, May 
12 from 7 p.m.-5 a.m.

Guardrail repairs will occur requir-
ing lane closures on I-90 eastbound 
and westbound between mile markers 
17 and 20. Work starts each night at 7 
p.m. and concludes the following day 
by 5 a.m.

Appropriate signage, law enforce-

ment details, and messaging will be in 
place to guide drivers through the work 
area.

Drivers who are traveling through 
the affected areas should expect delays, 
reduce speed, and use caution. 

All scheduled work is weather 
dependent and subject to change with-
out notice.

For more information on traffic 
conditions, travelers are also encour-
aged to:

Dial 511 and select a route to hear 
real–time conditions.

Visitwww.mass511.com, a web-
site which provides real-time traffic 
and incident advisory information and 
allows users to subscribe to text and 
email alerts for traffic conditions.

Follow MassDOT on Twitter @
MassDOT to receive regular updates on 
road and traffic conditions.

Download MassDOT’s GoTime 
mobile app and view real-time traffic 
conditions before setting out on the 
road.

MassDOT lists overnight 
repair work on I-90

PROPANE GAS
PLUMBING • HEATING

(413) 268-8360
TOLL FREE 1-800-464-2053

Family Owned & Operated
3 Berkshire Trail West (Route 9), P.O. Box 102, Goshen, MA 01032

www.georgepropane.com

George
PROPANE INC.

ARCHITECT
JEFFREY SCOTT PENN

77 Worthington Road, Huntington, MA 01050
Tel. 413-531-1868
Fax. 413-667-3082

Email: jspsed@verizon.net

new construction, renovation,
historic preservation

DOWN TO EARTH
EXCAVATING

413+667+ 5269

Highly Regarded Professionals: Complete Site Work,
Septic Development and Repairs. Fully insured.

INC

DOWN TO EARTH
EXCAVATING INC

Paul & Randy LaPointe, Owners Huntington, Mass.
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• Tune Ups
• Installations

• Oil Tanks

Huntington, Massachusetts

Office 413.667.0245
Cell 413.530.7037

jeffsoilburnerservice@hotmail.com

FEED • PET SUPPLIES • CLOTHING • COAL 
WOOD PELLETS • WILD & CAGED BIRDSEED
 POOL SUPPLIES •  MOTOR OILS • FENCING
LAWN & GARDEN SUPPLIES • FERTILIZER

GATEWAY FARM & PET

59 RUSSELL ROAD, HUNTINGTON, MA 01050

1-413-667-2279
TARA GRENIER •  PAUL GRENIER

M-F 8am-5pm
Sat. 8am-4pm

B U S I N E S S  D I R E C T O RY

46 Pitcher Street Donald Washburn
Montgomery, MA 01085   862-3301

Kirke R. Henshaw, Inc.
Water Well Drilling, Water Pump Sales & Service

800-232-4725 • Fax 413-296-4565
Charles R. Henshaw

130 Cummington Rd., W. Chesterfield, MA • 413-296-4725

Water
Testing

•
Water System

Repairs

System
Evaluations

•
Hydrofracture

to Increase Flow

Paul’s
Plumbing & Heating

238-0303
PAUL GRAHAM
Mass. License 23299

Structural Repairs - Wood -  Masonry
Sagging Floors • Beams • Sill Timbers • Columns • Termite Damage

Foundation Repairs • Piers & Footings • Chimney Rebuilds

413-667-3149

Dale’s Structural 
& Carpentry

Home Improvement • Additions • Restorations • Remodeling

Timber Frame Homes
Residential
Seasonal Homes & Camps
Garage Repairs
Carriage & Colonial Barns

Kitchen & Baths
Drywall • Paint • Trim Work
Windows • Doors
Decks & Stairs
Interior & Exterior Finishes

Victoria Minella-Sena
Local Realtor, Huntington, MA
~ Helping home buyers & sellers 

for over 20 years.
~ FREE Property Valuation & 

Market Analysis.

(413) 530-8182
Hilltownrealtor@gmail.com
www.victoriaminellasena.realtor

•

Contact 
Theresa

to advertise at
413-283-8393

or email:
twegiel@turley.com

• TV, Audio, WiFi
• Outside Digital TV Antennas
• Wall Mounted TVs
• Cell Reception Antennas

413-443-9235 
215 Fourth St., Pittsfield, MA

Schilling TV
SALES • SERVICE • INSTALLATION

Since 
1948

We 
Deliver

WMEC Conference 
registration is open

The 31st Annual Western Mass 
Eldercare Conference is open for attend-
ees. People may visit https://jgslifecare.
org/wmecc/ to register. Workshop descrip-
tions are listed on the website.

Keynote topics include: Cultural 
Humility: Moving beyond the principles 
and into authentic practice with Dora and 
Frank Robinson and Old Age Ain’t for 
Sissies with Judith Black.

If there are multiple people from an 
organization and they would like to pay by 
check, they can do so.  All checks need to 
be postmarked by Wednesday, May 31 in 
order to be registered for the conference.  

This program has submitted for 
approval to meet the requirements of the 
Massachusetts Board of Registration in 
Nursing at 244 CMR 5.00 for 6 contact 
hours.

HOUSATONIC Berkshire Pulse, 
South County’s dynamic dance and 
performing arts education center 
located in the heart of Housatonic, 
announces their annual performance 
celebration and fundraiser, taking 
place on Saturday and Sunday, May 
27 and 28, at 2 p.m. at the Daniel Arts 
Center at Simon’s Rock.

The performance will showcase 
the work of Berkshire Pulse’s Youth 
Performing Arts Program students, as 
well as alumni, community members, 
and teachers. This joyful and inspired 
event celebrates the artistic commu-
nity of Pulse, particularly the youth 
and teens who have worked so hard 
throughout the challenging years of 
the pandemic. 

All proceeds from these perfor-
mances will benefit Pulse’s Tuition 

Assistance program. Thanks to gen-
erous community support, Berkshire 
Pulse Pulse has never turned away 
a student for an inability to pay. In 
the last year, approximately one out 
of every six students were awarded 
between 30% and 100% of the cost of 
tuition. Berkshire Pulse also partici-
pates in the Card to Culture program 
where EBT cardholders, WIC recip-
ients and ConnectorCare recipients 
automatically participate for free.  

The show emphasizes the creative 
process and collaboration intrinsic to 
Pulse’s curriculum and model, with 
students from age 6 to 60+ perform-
ing original pieces created by teach-
ing artists in collaboration with their 
students. Highlights include Dance 
for Boys and their work to the score 
of A League of Their Own, a restat-

ing of Artistic Director and Founder 
Bettina Montano’s Unbothered, and 
an intergenerational ballet piece by 
Alex Bloomstein. Plus, their growing 
Flamenco program, under the direc-
tion of Joanne Bockemuehl-Jackson, 
features an enthusiastic group of 
Pulse’s youngest Flamenco dancers 
ever, alongside their older peer men-
tors.

A featured highlight will be a 
special performance by the Young 
Choreographers Initiative, original-
ly created by young choreographers 
for Mass Cultural Council’s Creative 
Youth Development Showcase. Pulse 
alumni Rubi Nejaime and Laura Coe 
will also perform a duet they created 
together.

Tickets are on sale now at berk-
shirepulse.org/events.

Berkshire Pulse holds spring performance
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HUNTINGTON – The town of 
Huntington Water Department will be 
flushing hydrants Tuesday, May 16 
through Friday, May 19 from 8:30 a.m.-2 
p.m.

Residents may notice discolored 
water and experience low water pressure 
during this time.

Hydrant flushing 
takes place May 
16 to May 19

BOSTON – State Representative 
Nick Boldyga (R-Southwick) recently 
supported a $56 billion-plus state budget 
for Fiscal Year 2024, which provides for 
increased local aid, free universal school 
meals, and childcare provider assistance. 

The preliminary House budget was 
approved on a vote of 156-0 on April 26, 
following three days of debate on 1,566 
amendments that were filed by members. 

Representative Boldyga said that the 
proposed House budget funds Chapter 
70 education aid at $6.58 billion, an 
increase of $595.8 million, which fully 
funds 3/6ths of the goal rate mandated 
under the 2019 Student Opportunity Act, 
while also providing an additional $7.86 
million in minimum aid supplemental 
funding to boost per pupil minimum aid 
from $30 to $60. Unrestricted General 
Government Aid (UGGA), which can be 
used by communities to support a wide 
range of municipal services, is funded 
at $1.25 billion, an increase of $19.7 
million. 

According to  Representa t ive 
Boldyga, the House spending proposal 
will provide the Third Hampden District 
with over $41 million in direct educa-
tion aid. This includes $25 million for 
Agawam Public Schools, $10 million 
for the Southwick Tolland Granville 
Regional School District and $5.9 mil-
lion for the Gateway Regional School 
District. 

Addi t iona l ly,  Represen ta t ive 
Boldyga said over $7 million in unre-
stricted state aid would be allocated 
throughout the district including $4.3 
million for the Town of Agawam, $1.4 
million for the Town of Southwick, and 
$1.4 million among the Hilltowns. 

Representative Boldyga noted the 
House budget funds charter school 
aid, regional school transportation 
and homeless student transportation at 

100% reimbursement rates by providing 
$232.7 million in charter school reim-
bursements for sending districts, along 
with $107.86 million in regional school 
transportation (an increase of $25.68 
million), and $28.67 million for home-
less student transportation ($5.69 mil-
lion more than this year). The House 
budget also includes $506 million in 
Special Education Circuit Breaker reim-
bursements, an increase of $55 million 
over the current year, and provides for 
$10 million in Rural School Assistance 
Grants.

More than 80,000 students a day 
have eaten lunch in schools since the 
universal school meals program started, 
saving households up to $1,200 per child 
per year. Representative Boldyga noted 
the budget also establishes a commis-
sion to study school meal nutrition and 
requires the Department of Elementary 
and Secondary Education (DESE) to 
study and make recommendations for 
minimizing school food waste.

Provisions included in the House 
budget  require that  85% of any 
Millionaires Tax revenues collected in 
excess of $1 billion be deposited in an 
Education and Transportation Innovation 
Fund that would be available for use in 
any subsequent spending bill for one-
time spending purposes. The remaining 
15% of excess revenues would be depos-
ited in an Education and Transportation 
Stabilization Fund, which could be 
drawn down as needed. The balance of 
this fund would be capped at 33% of the 
surtax spent in the previous fiscal year.

During floor debate, Representative 
Boldyga supported an amendment 
filed by Republican Leadership to 
strike language from the budget that 
would exempt Millionaires Tax reve-
nues deposited into the Education and 
Transportation Stabilization Fund from 

counting towards the allowable state tax 
revenue limitations under Chapter 62F 
and 62F calculations. Chapter 62F was 
approved by the state’s voters in 1986 
and requires that excess tax revenues be 
returned to the state’s taxpayers when-
ever revenue collections in a fiscal year 
exceed an annual cap tied to wage and 
salary growth. The amendment failed on 
a party-line vote of 25-132.

Representative Boldyga said the pro-
posed exclusion is not justified, as all 
other taxes including taxes constitution-
ally designated towards specific uses like 
the gas tax are included in the current 
calculation, and tax rate increases have 
not been held aside from the formula 
previously. He argued the Legislature 
should not be making these changes uni-
laterally, as they only serve to undermine 
the will of the voters.

Other education and transportation 
initiatives set to be funded include:

$84 million for MassGrant Plus, 
which provides financial assistance to 
undergraduate students who reside in 
Massachusetts;

$50 million for High Demand 
Targe ted  Scholarsh ips  to  ass i s t 
Massachusetts students pursuing an 
in-demand profession at a community 
college or state college or university, 
with a requirement that the student com-
mit to working for five years in an in-de-
mand industry in Massachusetts after 
graduation;

$40 million for C3 (Commonwealth 
Cares for Children) Stabilization Grants, 
which support early education and care 
providers’ day-to-day operational and 
workforce costs;

$25 million to reduce the waitlist for 
income-eligible early education and care 
programs;

$20 million for MassReconnect, 
which provides financial assistance to 

scholarships to community college stu-
dents who are 25 or older and do not 
have a degree;

$20 million for endowment matches 
to encourage private fundraising by the 
Commonwealth’s public higher educa-
tion institutions;

$100 million for highway bridge 
preservation;

$70 million for regional transit fund-
ing & electrification grants

The House budget increases the 
limit on the amount of grants the MSBA 
provides to municipalities to assist with 
school building construction and reno-
vation projects. For Fiscal Year 2024, the 
cap will increase more than $300 mil-
lion, from $800 million to $1.1 billion.

The House budget invests in higher 
education by providing $327.3 million 
for the Commonwealth’s state universi-
ties, $337.7 million for community col-
leges, and $691.9 million for the UMass 
system. It also commits $175 million for 
scholarship funding.

The House budget proposes trans-
ferring $525 million in excess capital 
gains proceeds to the Commonwealth’s 
Stabilization Fund, also known as the 
Rainy Day Fund, which is designed to 
protect vital state programs and services 
from being cut during economic down-
turns. The fund is expected to have a 
balance of $8.5 billion this year, and the 
proposed transfer would push the bal-
ance to over $9 billion in the new fiscal 
year.

The budget now moves to the 
Senate, which is scheduled to begin 
debating its own spending proposal 
prior to Memorial Day. The differences 
between the House and Senate budgets 
will then be resolved by a joint confer-
ence committee, which will produce a 
final spending plan to send to Governor 
Maura Healey.

House passes $56 billion budget for FY24

HUNTINGTON

Fundraiser
Spaghetti Dinner

AT THE CHESTER COMMON TABLE
Wednesday May 17th from 5-8 pm 
LIVE MUSIC • RAFFLE FOR 4 RED SOX TICKETS!

Come down for a delicious dinner 
and fun to support and meet the great folks at HCAA 

who support our community every day.
TAKE OUT WILL ALSO BE AVAILABLE.

We are a 501(c )(3) non-profit staffed by EMT’s and Paramedics 
that who are largely community members and who are committed 

to giving top-notch prehospital care to those we serve.

The Hilltown Community Ambulance 
will be having a

Responsible harvesting is the first step in producing our lumber. We mill 
over four million board feet per year, with most coming from local 
privately-owned forests. We use only the best cutting processes for 

minimal impact to the land. If you are interested in managing or foresting 
your land of three acres or more,  let our family walk it with your 
family, and we’ll give you a free assessment and suggestions on 
how to best manage your woodlot. Contact the office by 
email at lashway@live.com or by phone 413-268-7685 
and we will have our forester set up an assessment.

Our
advertisers
make this

publication
possible.

Let them know
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RUSSELL

RUSSELL – The Russell Pond 
Beach season will open Saturday, June 
24 and end Friday, Sept. 1.  

New hours are 11 a.m. and closing 
is now 5 p.m. Passes are now on sale on 

the Town of Russell website by visiting 
www.townofrussell.us. In addition to the 
new beach hours, guest passes are once 
again available to purchase. People may 
visit www.townofrussell.us for details. 

Russell Pond Beach opens June 24

RUSSELL – Robert R. Madison 
will hold an adult book talk at the 
Russel Public Library, 162 Main St., on 
Saturday, May 13 from 2-4 p.m.

The book is  General  George 
Washington’s Secret Armory, “Biography 
of Lt. Richard Falley Jr. Revolutionary 
Soldier, Patriot and Armorer.” 

Madison will speak about the 

long military career of Lt. Falley and 
his secret Revolutionary War armory 
built along Moose Meadow Brook 
on the southern slope of Mt. Tekoa in 
Montgomery.                                   

People may register by email rpldi-
rector@townofrussell.us, call 413-862-
6221 and leave a message, or come in 
and sign up at the library.

Russell Library hosts adult book talk

PLEASE RECYCLE THIS NEWSPAPER
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Mid spring questions

Lisa, who has a beautiful daffodil collec-
tion in Palmer, wrote in with this ques-
tion for the Garden Lady:  “I planted 

a Rugosa rose bush that has encroached on a 
planting of ‘Barrett Browning’ Daffodils.  For 
the first year in over a decade, I had no blos-
soms at all!  I want to move them out of the 
way of the rose bush but I don’t know if it is 
the right time or not.  Can I lift and divide them 
now or should I wait?”

Thank you for your question!  It is the per-
fect time to move your daffodils!  

One thing to keep in mind, however, is that 
the bulbs will likely be in the ground deeper 
than you think. I actually use a spade when I 
have to dig mine up, so that is it a straight, up 
and down slice.  

I start four or five inches all the way 
around the clump and then carefully lift it out 
entirely, foliage intact.  

Usually, it is pretty easy to tease the bulbs 
apart by hand, separating them by size.  The 
biggest ones I replant at the same depth they 
were planted prior, with ground level at the 
point where the foliage turns pale.  

The general rule of thumb for distance 
from one another is twice the width of the bulb 
apart.  This can vary depending on the variety.  

A sprinkling of balanced fertilizer mixed 
in with the soil in the planting hole and thor-
ough watering will get them off to a great start, 
hopefully with flowers for many years to come!

A question about sowing annual flowers 
came in from Melinda, who is introducing her 
young daughters to flower gardening.  “I have 
never had much luck planting flower seeds 
directly in the ground.  Either the rain washes 
them away or they come up too close.  Is it too 
late to start a few easy flowers indoors?”  

I love that you are sharing your love of 
gardening with your children! My mom did 

GUEST COLUMN

Dear Rusty:
 I will be 70 in August and will file my 

application for benefits in May. I know I’ll 
get my maximum possible amount at age 70, 
but I need you to clarify things I have read. 
Per an award-winning TV host, author,] and 
host of a money podcast “if the higher-earn-
ing spouse delays until age 70 to claim 
Social Security, that guarantees the survivor 
the biggest possible benefit.” But then I read 
in a different article that if a person delays 
beyond their full retirement age to obtain 
a higher personal benefit like I have, my 
spouse’s benefit would still be based on my 
FRA benefit amount. I am confused about 
which statement is the correct version. 

Confused About My Spouse’s Benefit

Dear Confused: 
I’m not surprised that you are confused 

about these seemingly contradictory state-
ments. It is, indeed, quite logical and com-
mon for a widow or widower to think they 
must apply for a “spousal benefit” from 
their deceased spouse. And while that’s 
technically true, those of us who live in this 
often confusing world of Social Security 
jargon would say the widow or widower is 
applying for a survivor benefit, not a spousal 
benefit. What’s the difference? Well, when 
you’re speaking with a Social Security rep-
resentative or an advisor, the term “spousal 
benefit” means something entirely different 
than the term “survivor benefit.”

The two articles you mention are, I 
believe, referring to two different types of 
Social Security benefit. The term “survivor 
benefit” is typically used to describe ben-
efits available to a surviving spouse when 
the higher earner dies, but the term “spousal 
benefit” is typically used to denote ben-
efits available to a lower earning spouse 
when both partners are still living. I agree 
this is confusing and that distinction was 
apparently not clear in the articles you read. 

Survivor, spousal benefits are not the same

It is almost May and May is the month 
ruby-throated hummingbirds usually 
return to this area. 
Some people already put out nectar 

feeders in anticipation of their return. I will 
put out a nectar feeder this weekend. I usual-
ly see the males first, then the females.

The ruby-throated hummingbird is the 
only hummingbird found in Eastern North 
America.

These birds are only 3 ½ inches long 
and are green. The male has a black head, 
iridescent red throat, which may appear 
black and a white breast and belly. The 
female is green with a whitish throat and 
underbelly. Eyes and bills are black.

Hummingbirds eat flower nectar, 
insects, spiders and sap form sapsucker 
drilled holes. They come to hummingbird 
feeders. 

In spring, the male defends a territory 
of about ¼ acre. In dive displays, he flies 
in a U shape, rising about 10 to 20 feet on 

both sides. It resembles the swinging of a 
pendulum. After mating, the female lays two 
white eggs in cup shaped nest of plant down, 
bud scales, covered with lichens, bound with 
spider’s silk and placed on a small, horizon-
tal limb.

Ruby-throated hummingbirds, both 
male and female, near migration, will tem-
porarily defend a food source such as nectar 
feeders. They migrate 600 miles across the 
Gulf of Mexico, having stored enough food 
to make the crossing.

Hummingbirds make varied chips and 
twittering noises. Their wings make a whir-
ring or humming noise, which is how they 
got their name. When I refill a nectar feeder 
and return to hang it out, I often hear their 
humming wings or I will see them perched 
on a nearby branch. 

Nectar
I mix ¼ cup white sugar to 1 cup water. 

The mixture should be brought to a boil to 
ensure all the sugar dissolves and to elimi-
nate bacteria. Cool the mixture before set-
ting it out. It also can be kept in the refriger-
ator for about a week. It is important to keep 
nectar feeders clean and change the mixture 
frequently. I prefer the nectar feeders that 
have a moat on top to fill with water to deter 
ants. 

I have several larger birds, who drink 
water from the moat. I even have downy 
woodpeckers that drink nectar.

Nesting bluebirds
A Belchertown resident said he saw a 

nesting pair of bluebirds in his yard so he 
built a bluebird house and now the pair call 
the bird house home. He succeeded in his 
quest to attract bluebirds to his yard.

Pileated woodpeckers
The Belchertown resident also has pile-

ated woodpeckers at his feeders. I often hear 

Corrections policy
If you notice a factual error in our 

pages, please let us know, so that we can 
set the record straight. Email information 
to countryjournal@turley.com, or call us at 
413-283-8393. Corrections will be printed 
in the same section where the error origi-
nally occurred.
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SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters

Election policy
The Country Journal welcomes readers to 

participate in this year’s election campaigns 
by writing letters to the editor for publication 
on these pages. Letters of up to 250 words 
from local residents endorsing candidates 
on the ballot or discussing campaign issues 
should be emailed to countryjournal@tur-
ley.com or to edowner@turley.com. Please 
include a daytime telephone number for verifi-
cation purposes (it will not be printed). Letters 
must be received by noon Tuesday to be con-
sidered for that Thursday’s newspaper. No 
attack letters will be printed. No letters written 
by candidates supporting their own candi-
dacy will be printed. If the volume of letters 
received is larger than the space available in 
the newspaper, or if the letters become repeti-
tive, the newspaper reserves the right to print a 
representative sample. No endorsement letters 
will be printed in the last edition before the 
election.

Candidates statements may be emailed 
to the above email addresses. All statements 
must be received two weeks prior to the elec-
tion as no statements will be printed the week 
before the election.

SECURITY, page 5

BACKYARD, page 5

GARDEN, page 5
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By Deborah Daniels
Correspondent

Did you ever stop to think about 
whatever happened to those war 
torn airplanes after WWII? 

The United States had a major stock-
pile of them. Some were sent to the used 
plane dealers. Most were not. The majori-
ty of the WWII planes were sent to “bone-
yards” where they were stripped of the 
engine, radio and instruments and any 
armaments and then sliced and diced. 

Next they were pushed into a large 
furnace and melted into ingots. Aluminum 
was a hot commodity. Can you imagine 
that fate for the defenders of liberty? 

Well for a small number of planes 
they did find a new life, some as fleet 
planes for new airline companies, many 
were sold for parts, most were scrapped. 
You might say the planes were expen-
sive to build and too expensive to recycle. 
Smelting required too many parts to be 
removed to be profitable. 

Placid Lassie, a C47 WWII plane, 
was one of the lucky ones to be saved. 
People have a chance to meet her in per-
son at the Westfield Air Show this week-
end. After she changed hands many times 
after the war, in 2010 she ended up truly 
being rescued by an expert plane restorer, 
Clive Edwards, who returned her to her 
former glory and a backer, James Lyle 
who believed in her dignity and value to 
American history. 

It was successfully restored and it 
flies friendly skies only, now. Applause, 
applause to the Tunison Foundation. Here 
is her story.

Placid Lassie was built in Long 
Beach California by Douglas Aircraft Co. 
in 1943. She was destined to carry mili-
tary troops and gliders to the battlefields 
in Europe. She became active in the U.S. 
Army Force in 1943, flying over 10 days 
to reach England by the southern route. 
While the route looks like a world wide 
tour it was not. Flying conditions were 
treacherous and it took 20 days of travel 
to get there due to bad weather. The fight-
ing recruits took the Queen Mary ship to 
Scotland then down by land to England.  

The American crew named her Placid 
Lassie. So you know the television show 

Lassie was not who the crew had in mind. 
Under the left engine was the name Idling 
Ada and under the right engine was Eager 
Eileen, both named after crew members’ 
wives. The pilot had his name paint-
ed under the window, First Lt. Richard 
Lumm. 

All C47 airplanes had bold white 
stripes painted around their wings and 
fuselage so they would not be shot down 
by friendly fire while flying over the 
English Channel. The crew consisted of a 
pilot, co-pilot, navigator and radio opera-
tor. The same crew flew the Placid Lassie 
throughout the war. All survived the war 
but one crew member who was transferred 
out to become a pilot of another plane. 

Their mission was to fly paratroop-
ers and supplies to the front as well as 
to evacuate the wounded. They trained 
for two months dropping parachutists 
from low altitude, flying in formation and 
towing gliders. Those gliders were not 
two-seaters but held a platoon of men or a 
jeep and supplies. That involved flying at 
night as well as at low speeds. Sound like 
a suicide mission to you?

So the Placid Lassie flew troops to 
the D-day Normandy invasion. In fact 
she was involved in four major war 
operations; operation Neptune (1944 
Normandy); operation Market Garden 
(Netherlands, movie “A Bridge Too Far’ 
based on this actual event) operation 
Repulse (it flew supplies to Bastogne, 
aka Battle of the Bulge) and operation 

Varsity (dropping the first fighters to cross 
the Rhine River). Placid Lassie was a 
super workhorse airplane with an all star 
crew. The crew were decorated by Major 
General Vandenberg for “outstanding duty 
in action against enemy on June 6,1944 
for 132 sorties flown at minimal altitudes 
and air speeds under unfavorable weather 
conditions over water and into the face of 
vigorous enemy opposition with no possi-
bility of employing evasive action.” 

Original radio operator Ed Tunison 
was found in 2014 (at the age of 92 years) 
and he was reunited for a last Placid 
Lassie flight. He talked about how he 
was taught to fly the airplane because his 
pilot believed they all needed to know this 
during the war. He reported the crew wore 
a flak helmet and vest and carried a. .45 
and a rifle in case they were shot down. 
He was 21 years old and had enlisted at 
19 years into the Army Air Corps. 

He reminisced how all the (D-day) 
paratroopers were anxious to get outta 
the plane for fear of being shot down. 
How relative is the risk factor. The crew 
of the Placid Lassie flew over 132 mis-
sions, even behind enemy lines! The name 
Placid Lassie came from “such a sweet 
running aircraft, it never backfired and it 
was easy to fly,” according to Tunison. He 
became an electrician after the war and 
served as a docent in the Palm Springs Air 
Museum when he retired. The Tunison 
Foundation is named after him. 

The Placid Lassie’s mission today is 
to tell her WWII history and demonstrate 
great American ingenuity in both its origi-
nal form and in restoration. Don’t miss the 
Westfield Air Show, you will be humbled 
by technology and inspired.

Placid Lassie comes to Westfield Air Show
HILLTOWN HISTORY

This shows the northern route planes flew 
from the United States to get to England 
where they were based for WWII.

This photo shows Placid Lassie’s pilot 
Lt. Richard Lumm, who flew the plane 
throughout WW II.

OPINION

The Placid Lassie flies near the cliffs of 
Dover over the English Channel.

This flyer advertised the Westifled Air 
Show, which will be held this weekend 
May 13 and 14.

Therefore, to clear your confusion:
If the higher earning spouse dies and 

has delayed claiming until age 70, that 
does, indeed, “guarantee the surviving 
spouse the biggest possible benefit.” The 
survivor’s benefit is based on the full 
amount the deceased was receiving at 
death. 

If both spouses are living and the 
higher-earning spouse delayed until age 
70 to claim, their living spouse’s benefit, 
when the higher-earning spouse claims, 

will be a maximum of 50% of the high-
er-earning spouse’s Full Retirement 
Age amount. A living spouse’s benefit 
is based on their partner’s FRA amount, 
regardless of when their partner actually 
claimed.

So, in your case, your wife’s spou-
sal benefit from you while you are both 
living will be based on your FRA enti-
tlement, even though you waited longer 
to claim. But if you die first, your wife’s 
survivor benefit as your widow will be 

based on 100% of the amount you were 
receiving at your death. In effect, both 
statements you referred to in your ques-
tion are true considering that they refer 
to two different benefit types. It is a ter-
minology distinction which frequently 
causes misunderstanding.

This article is intended for infor-
mation purposes only and does not 
represent legal or financial guidance. 
It presents the opinions and interpre-
tations of the Association Mature 

American Citizens Foundation’s staff, 
trained and accredited by the National 
Social Security Association. NSSA and 
the AMAC Foundation and its staff are 
not affiliated with or endorsed by the 
Social Security Administration or any 
other governmental entity. To submit a 
question, visit amacfoundation.org/pro-
grams/social-security-advisory or email 
us at ssadvisor@amacfoundation.org.

Russell Gloor is a Social Security 
advisor for AMAC.

SECURITY from page 4

pileated woodpeckers calling or ham-
mering away on a tree, but I rarely see 
one. The other day, I heard the call and 
looked up to see one fly from my yard 
to the woods across the street. 

Ospreys
I received an email this week. The 

writer visited the site in Wilbraham 
where osprey had nested previously. 
He said, “I saw two osprey at a nest on 
a light pole. I don’t thing they are incu-
bation eggs because one bird brought a 
stick to the nest while I was there and 
both birds left the nest which I don’t 
think would happen if incubation had 
started.” 

He said for anyone wanting to 
go see this nest the best place to view 
the nest is from the Wilbraham Senior 
Center parking lot and park on the side 

of the lot facing the playing fields. 
There are stick nests on three light 
poles. He said, “The nest I saw the 
birds at was the right most light pole 
as viewed from the Wilbraham Senior 
Center.” I think I will take a road trip to 
Wilbraham.

Other birds
An Oakham couple saw the first 

grackle of the year last week. I had a 
male goldfinch in bright yellow plum-
age perched on my feeder pole recent-
ly. 

People may report a bird sight-
ing or bird related experience by call-
ing me at 413-967-3505, leaving a 
message at extension 100, emailing 
mybackyard88@aol.com or edowner@
turley.com or mailing to Barre Gazette, 
P.O. Box 448, Barre, MA 01005.

BACKYARD from page 4

Placid Lassie leads the D.Day squadron 
to drop off paratroopers. T. They gave me 
permission to use the photos.

Courtesy photos from Tunison Foundation

that with me and it shaped my career 
path, for sure.  

I would so eagerly anticipate plant-
ing our garden every year! (Happy 
Mother’s Day, mom!)  Certainly it isn’t 
isn’t too late to get a head start. I would 
recommend sowing easy to handle annu-
als, plants like zinnia, marigold, calendu-
la and bachelor’s button. 

They don’t take long to germinate 
and would be a handleable size by the 
end of the month, ready to be moved into 
the garden after the danger of frost has 
passed.  

Generally, I fill up six-packs with 
moist potting soil and press two seeds per 
pack into the soil and cover slightly.  

I like to keep them warm to start, but 
once the seeds sprout, I try to have them 
outside for most of the time, so that they 
don’t get too leggy in the house. If both 

seeds sprout, I’ll separate them at plant-
ing time.  

One variety that does not need to be 
started indoors is the sunflower, if you 
try, usually the plants will end up spindly 
and tall and difficult to transplant. Simply 
sow these in place, thinning to at least a 
foot apart.  

My friend would always allow the 
seeds to mature on the plant and let them 
fall where they may, creating a colorful 
and eye-catching vegetable patch! 

Roberta McQuaid graduated from 
the Stockbridge School of Agriculture at 
the University of Massachusetts. For 31 
years she has held the position of staff 
horticulturist at Old Sturbridge Village. 
She enjoys growing food as well as flow-
ers. Have a question for her? Email it to 
pouimette@turley.com with “Gardening 
Question” in the subject line.

GARDEN from page 4
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BLANDFORD

BLANDFORD – The menu for the 
monthly Council on Aging lunch this 
Friday, May 12 at noon is turkey pot 
pie, cole slaw and for dessert, cherry pie 
bars. Breakfast on Friday, May 26 at 10 

a.m. will be cheesy baked eggs, corned 
beef hash and apple cinnamon muffins.

People should reserve a spot by 
calling 413-747-4279, extension 400 
and leave a message.

Blandford COA list lunch menu

Jenae Halsted and Cade Zimmerman painted lines for the handicapped parking spot at the 
Porter Memorial Library the post office and Town Hall. Photos by Mary Kronholm

legislature finalizes the state’s budget.
On the flip side, Dunne said there is 

nearly a 20% increase for the Hampden 
County retirement assessment, an 
increase in the Hilltown Community 
Ambulance assessment, and increases in 
vocational education and the Gateway 
Regional School District, the latter can 
be covered by transferring funds from 
the established Education Stabilization 
account. 

Bylaw proposal
He has proposed establishing by 

bylaw stipends for all the town’s regu-
latory boards, which would be reviewed 
at least every five years. These boards 
include Select Board, Assessors, Board 
of Health, Zoning Board of Appeals, 
Planning Board and Conservation 
Commission.

Proposed inter-government agreement
Dunne  to ld  the  boa rd  tha t 

S p r i n g f i e l d  Wa t e r  a n d  S ew e r 
Commission expressed concern about 
posting bond for driving heavy loads on 
town byways. The town’s bylaw does not 
provide specifics about how the condi-
tions of the roads traveled are assessed, 
before and after use and he proposed an 
inter-governmental agreement to solve 
the matter. This is an ongoing discussion 
since SWSC will be working on roads 
that go through their property. Dunne 
also alerted the board to the anticipated 
July birth of his second child, a son and 
plans to adjust his contract for the com-
ing year to include paternity leave. 

Swearing in of appointed 
town officials

Town Clerk Doris Jemiolo point-
ed out to the board that there are some 
appointed town officials, who have failed 
to be sworn in or taken the state’s ethics 
training. Going forward, every elected 
and appointed official must be sworn 

in before they can perform any duties. 
There is a 30-day time limit to accom-
plish this, and she said when anyone 
is not in compliance Town Counsel 
would have to be informed to consider 
next steps. However, the time frame for 
swearing in for appointed inspectors is 
shorter. Those appointed to those posts 
must be sworn in within ten days or the 
appointment is void. 

Ethics training
Every town employee, volunteer, 

part-time worker – or vendor – must take 
the ethics training and there is a 30-day 
time frame for compliance for this as 
well. The board, unless a time frame is 
stipulated otherwise by Mass General 
Law, is making all appointments starting 
July 1, 2023 and ending June 30, 2024.

Appointments
The board made the following 

appointments effective July 1 of this 

year through June 30, 2024: Highway 
Superintendent Dave Waldron, Board 
of Health Chair Jennifer Girard, Town 
Administrator Christopher Dunne, 
Interim Fire Chief Adam Dolby and 
Police Chief Jennifer Dubiel all to the 
Emergency Management team and 
Teresa Donovan as Inspector of Animals 
from May 1, 2023 through April 30, 
2024. 

Other business
In other business, Waldron told the 

board town parking lots had all been 
freshly striped.

George Reichert inquired about the 
flags, some of which were not at half-
staff. He also asked about any imme-
diate plans to prevent beaver activity 
from causing flooding and Chair Cara 
Letendre told him the Resilient Road 
study to be done next year would give 
direction. He is more concerned with 
immediate action. 

INCREASE from page 1

B L A N D F O R D 
– Dale  Buchanan of 
14 Sunset Rock Road  
announced his write-in 
candidacy for the elected 
positions of Fence Viewer 
and Field Driver. 

His successful candi-
dacy will be his introduc-
tion to holding an office 
in Blandford. Familiar 
with town government, he 
has been a member of the 
Ashland Planning Board before com-
ing to Blandford. 

Buchanan and his 
wife, Dale Sparr moved in 
just about a year ago and 
he has been occupied with 
winterizing their home. 

There were no suc-
cessful nominations for 
either of these positions at 
the Annual Town Caucus in 
March. Buchanan said, “I 
look forward to serving the 
community.”

The Annual  Town 
Election is set for Saturday, June 10 
from 10 a.m.-4 p.m. at the Town Hall.

✩ Candidate’s Statement ✩

The library handicapped space moved 
closer to the entrance.

Dale Buchanan

Parking 
spots have 
new paint

BLANDFORD – The parking 
lot at the Porter Memorial Library, as 
well as the Post Office  and Town Hall 
have all been upgraded with paint-
ed parking space lines and the library 
has a handicapped access space closer 
to the building. The library now meets 
the Americans with Disabilities Act 
requirements. Jenae Halsted, owner of 
Get Striped in Lee with associate Cade 
Zimmerman were in town over the week-
end to do the work. The library now has 
nine clearly marked parking spaces along 
with the handicapped space.

WESTFIELD

WESTFIELD – Volunteers along the 
Westfield River and its streams will gath-
er on Saturday, May 13 to clean up the 
banks of the Westfield River watershed in 
the Westfield area and Saturday, May 20 
in the Agawam area at 9 a.m.  

This  year ’s  West fie ld  River 
Watershed Association’s cleanup was 
postponed from April due to weath-
er and high river conditions.Teams of 
volunteers from various communities 
along the watershed will gather at 9 a.m. 
and then move out to preselected sites. 
Mark Damon, who is coordinator for the 
Westfield area cleanup encourages fam-
ilies, individuals and community groups 
and teams to participate.  

Sheryl Becker, coordinator of the 
Agawam site and WRWA Board mem-
ber, invites everyone to come out for 
the morning and support the work the 
late Agawam activist Jack Coughlin did 
every day.  “Jack was a tireless and con-
stant supporter of the environment.  

“Besides individuals who just show 
up at one of our gathering points, we get 
Scouts, youth groups, teams from busi-
nesses and organizations, and students 
from the local schools and colleges.  

We’ve been doing this clean-up for about 
30 years,:” said Damon. 

Volunteers for the Westfield area 
cleanup will meet on Saturday, May 13 
in the public parking lot at the end of 
Meadow Street near the green bridge. 
Volunteers in Agawam will meet on 
Saturday, May 20 at the Pynchon Point 
parking lot near the South End bridge 
circle on River Road. WRWA will dis-
tribute gloves and trash bags and offer 
safety tips, then send off site teams. Most 
of the cleanup is done from shore, no 
river wading needed. Organizers target 
watershed sites in Westfield, Russell, 
Huntington, West Springfield and 
Agawam.  Assignments are generally 
completed by 1 p.m. or earlier.  

Everyone is welcome; children must 
be supervised by an adult. WRWA will 
arrange with local communities for pick-
up of trash and debris recovered at each 
site.  

For questions, people may call Mark 
Damon regarding Westfield locations at 
413-977-1577 or email markjdamon@
gmail.com or call Sheryl Becker for 
Agawam area sites at 413-374-1921 or 
email sher1earth69@gmail.com.  

River cleanup to be held May 20

Fence Viewer and Field Driver 
have write in candidate
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SCHOOLS & YOUTH

HUNTINGTON – Principal Jason 
Finnie announced the honor roll for the 
Third Term of the 2022-2023 school year. 

In accordance with the student hand-
book, honor roll status is granted to stu-
dents with high academic achievement 
for a marking quarter. 

First honors are awarded to students 
who receive A’s in all courses taken. The 
following students earned first honors for 
this marking period: Heather McEwan, 
William Sharrow, Michael Ayden, 
Rachael Austin, Olivia Dame, Rylie 
Heeter, Liam McKellick, Nancy Mueller, 

Lucy Pitoniak, Alexi Bonenfant, Elijah 
Gilbert, Jackson Harding, Abigail Madru, 
Reeghan Morawiec, Sawyer Wilkinson, 
Jesse Balboni,  Ivan Chepurenko, 
Ashley Fisk, Evan Forgue, Olivia 
MacIver, Cynthea Papillon, Benjamin 
Pritchard, Abigail Robbins, Theodore 
DeAngelis-Page, Alexandra Henrichon, 
Jake Marchbanks, Eliza Mueller, Lily 
Peloquin, Justin Rucki, Desmond St. 
Martin and Michael Whitaker,  

Second honors are awarded to stu-
dents who receive a minimum of two 
A’s and receive B’s in all other courses 

taken. Students earning second honors for 
this marking period are: Cecelia Balboni, 
Liam Bowler, Natalie Brown, Cole 
Chapman, Shane Cooper, Sean Forgue, 
Aaron Gallagher,  Azades Hamblin, 
Edward Harding, Olivia Kanner, Hailey 
Krassler, Audrey Saalfrank, Rachael 
Fitzgerald, Matthew Kadzik, Natalie 
Loiselle, Kaitlyn Maynard, Joseph Pisani, 
Kai Rahilly, Issabella Santiago, Dalton 
Savoy, Ryan Tacke, Madilyn Beneway, 
Mason LaBranche, Caleb Mann, Joel 
Precanico, Jeffrey Antonellis, Bow 
Briggs, Andrew Chepurenko, Kathryn 

Harding, Ana Holmes, Aaron Renaud, 
Grace Renauld, Ashley Tacke and 
Isabella Vera-Ortiz.   

Third honors are granted to students 
who receive a minimum of one A, with 
B’s and no more than one C in all courses 
taken. Students who earned third hon-
ors for the marking term are: Nevaeh 
Judson, Gage Laurie, Amelia Wallace, 
Molly Daggett, Meghan Gilman, Kylie 
Lewandowski, Anna Sakaske, Alexandra 
Zajko, Liam Hourihan, Kate Lewis, 
Rylan McCaul, Jayliana Rivera and 
Shedaliz Velazquez Arnaldi.

Gateway Regional High School lists third term honor roll

HAMDEN, CT – Quinnipiac 
University’s chapter of Lambda Pi 
Eta, the National Communication 
Association’s official honor society 
inducted Elle Nyarady of Westfield, 
during a recent ceremony. 

To be eligible for induction, students 
must complete 60 semester credit-hours; 

have a minimum overall cumulative 
grade point average of 3.0; complete the 
equivalent of 12 semester credit-hours in 
communication studies; have a minimum 
GPA of 3.25 for all communication stud-
ies courses and be enrolled as a student 
in good standing, as determined by the 
institution’s policies.

Nyarady inducted into honor society

WESTHAMPTON – Hampshire 
Regional High School announces 
Second Honors for the third quarter.

Students in grade 9 making 
second honors are: Elliette Cerone, 
Parker Christy, Isabelle Couture, 
Laney Cunningham, Finn DeWitt, 
Abigail Fisette, Alexander Fried, 
Luke Gardner, Amelia Hanke, Colin 
Hogan, Sarah Hultman, Braylon 
J a r r e t t ,  R y l e e  J o s e p h ,  E f r e m 
Korytoski, Lacy Kuehner, Madelyn 
Layman, Pryden Messier, Addison 
Morrey, Andrea Paszko, Elizabeth 
Put t ick ,  Kiera  Shea-Smith  and 
Bridget Sullivan. 

Students in grade 10 making sec-
ond honors are: Grace Brouillard, 
Cassidy Clark, Alyssa Colon-Garcia, 
Miguel Delgado, Ryleigh Fennessy, 
Ava Gougeon, Beatrice Hamilton, 
Camden Jarosz, Robin Ketcherside, 

Koleton Kolodziej, Ashton Lashway, 
Kayla LeBeau, Daniel Martin, Payton 
Norris, Thomas O’Connor, Colman 
Radowicz, Destiny Saltis,  Mary 
Thibault and Kayla Velez. 

Students in grade 11 making sec-
ond honors are: Curtis Casey, Claire 
Donahue, Paige Galpin, Brennan 
Stortz, Josephine Taylor, Sedona 
Williams, Hailey Wodecki, Elena 
Wojcik and Olivia Young.

Students in grade 12 making 
second honors are: Silvia Bastek, 
Hailey Bergeron, Abbigail Borrego, 
Makenzie Colson, Kyle Dale, Alicia 
Deso, Olyvia Girard, Nora Hamel, 
Reese Hickox, Miryam Hilnbrand, 
Ava Kowalczyk, Christine Latka, 
Charles Por, Spencer Reese, Natalia 
Robak, Stellina Simonelli, Charles 
Strate,  Eliza Warner and Shane 
Winters.

Hampshire Regional High School 
announces second honors

BATON ROUGE, LA – Jessica 
Tierney of Easthampton was recently 
initiated into The Honor Society of Phi 
Kappa Phi, the nation’s oldest and most 
selective all-discipline collegiate honor 
society. Tierney was initiated at Fordham 
University.

Tierney is among approximately 
25,000 students, faculty, professional 
staff and alumni to be initiated into Phi 
Kappa Phi each year. Membership is by 
invitation only and requires nomination 
and approval by a chapter. Only the top 

10% of seniors and 7.5% of juniors are 
eligible for membership. Graduate stu-
dents in the top 10% of the number of 
candidates for graduate degrees may also 
qualify, as do faculty, professional staff 
and alumni who have achieved scholarly 
distinction.

Phi Kappa Phi was founded in 1897 
under the leadership of undergraduate 
student Marcus L. Urann who had a 
desire to create a different kind of honor 
society: one that recognized excellence 
in all academic disciplines.

Tierney inducted into Phi Kappa Phi

Parents, Parents, 
GrandparentsGrandparents

& Friends& Friends
SPECIALSPECIAL

2 x 3 AdvertisementWe are offering a great deal for you to celebrate your 
graduate in your community graduation issue.

Submit a photo and a brief message.

2 x 3 Black & White Graduation Ad
Regular Price $76.00
SPECIAL $55.00

DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION MAY 24th
EMAIL YOUR AD TO:
twegiel@turley.com

MAIL YOUR AD WITH PAYMENT TO:
Turley Publications, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069

Pay by check or credit card: Checks Payable to
Turley Publications, Credit Cards be sure to include: Paper, Name, 

Address, Phone, Credit Card Number, Exp. Date & CVV

TURLEY PUBLICATIONS   •   24 WATER STREET, PALMER, MA 01069   •   413.283.8393

Congratulations
Carrie Smith
We are so 
very proud of 
you and your 
accomplishments.
Good luck
at Springfield 
College.

Love Dad. Mom & John

SAMPLE

Honor Your Graduate
HIGH SCHOOL OR COLLEGE

CongratulationsCongratulations
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LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET!

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

USDA INSP. 
NOT YOUR AVERAGE PORK CHOP

CHULETA KAN KAN ...........

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH TWIN PAK

PORK SPARE RIBS ............

USDA INSP. 
$399

lb

SALE DATES: 5/11/23-5/17/23

$199

$299
lb

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS

CENTER CUT PORK LOIN
CHOPS or ROAST ................

$299

USDA INSP 
STORE MADE FROZEN

$999
lb

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN

BEEF PORTERHOUSE or 
T’BONE STEAKS ............................

49¢

USDA INSP. FRESH 
BONELESS & SKINLESS

CHICKEN BREAST 1O LB BAG .........

INFLATION PRICES IN  RED
ARE AT OR BELOW

 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN

CHICKEN DRUMSTICKS TRAY PACK 

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN

EASY PEEL RAW SHRIMP
41/50 CT 1 LB ..................................

$1255
ea

20 CT BOX

HAMBURGER PATTIES
            80% LEAN

ea

$155
lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN 

CHICKEN WINGS 10 LB BAG ............
GREAT ON THE GRILL

$277

$699

lb

lb

USDA INSP. STORE MADE BONELESS
BBQ MARINATED

PORK BUTT STRIPS .........
USDA INSP. STORE MADE
ALL VARIETIES FAMILY PAK

ITALIAN SAUSAGE ...........
USDA INSP. STORE MADE
TERIYAKI MARINATED

BLADE STEAKS ...............

$969
lb

CUT 
FREE $177

lb

USDA INSP. SLICED IN DELI
BUFFET HAM ....................

$399
lb

$399

FRESH BONELESS

BEEF RIB EYE

BEEF SHOULDER 
LONDON BROIL or STEAKS

$464
lb

WHOLE 
OR HALF

$1670
ea

3 OZ 4 OZ Happy Mother’s Day!Happy Mother’s Day!

We will pay you top dollar for your car 
AND we will pick it up! Call us for a price!

651 Center St., Chicopee

 CENTER STREET 
AUTO PARTS OF 
CHICOPEE, INC.

413-733-2778
centerstreetautoparts.com

• Top-Of-The-Line Auto Salvaging Services
• First-Rate Used Auto Parts
• Top-Grade Auto Body Parts
• Sell Your Old or Used Car to Us
“Serving the Greater Springfield Area”

$$$
Money on 

the Spot 
for All 

Vehicles

PATIOS • WALLS • WALKS • STAIRS
Over 30 Years Experience

Owner On Site • Guaranteed Work
Specializing in Unique 

Hardscape Design & Installation
CRWlandscapes@gmail.com • 413-821-9498413-821-9498

 
• Woodland Management 

• Chapter 61 / Stewardship Plans

• Careful Timber Harvesting

• Always Buying Logs & Timber

• Family Owned & Operated 

www.hullforest.com
 Station Road, Russell, MA

 Call today for a free consultation!

 (413) 862-3340
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www.hullforest.com
 Station Road, Russell, MA

 Call today for a free consultation!

 (413) 862-3340

 
• Woodland Management 

• Chapter 61 / Stewardship Plans

• Careful Timber Harvesting

• Always Buying Logs & Timber

• Family Owned & Operated 

www.hullforest.com
 Station Road, Russell, MA

 Call today for a free consultation!

 (413) 862-3340

18 Different All Organic Double Ground Premium Mulches
Pine • Spruce • Hemlock • Cedar • Red, Black & Brown

Playground • Forest Blend • Topsoil • Seasoned Firewood

MIDDLEFIELD

MIDDLEFIELD – This year’s budget 
warrant had nearly a $70,000 difference 
between the lower recommendations by 
Finance Committee and the  higher rec-
ommendations by Select Board, on six 
articles. 

On the first budget article, the initial 
count of hands resulted in a tie of 19 to 19.  
The re-done count resulted in 20 voting for 
the Select Board amounts and 18 voting 
the Finance amounts.  The Select Board 
amounts won in all subsequent votes. 

Gateway School Superintendent, 
Kristen Smidy, attended the meeting, 
reporting that Middlefield will have 24 
students. This is up from 18 last year. The 
school assessment went up due to cor-
recting residence and mailing addresses 
on several students. Jeana Briggs of the 

Chester Elementary PTO also attended, 
reporting that with this Middlefield vote 
for $10,000 toward new playground equip-
ment, the Parent Teachders Organization 
is still short of the over $51,000 quotes on 
equipment. The PTO is looking for addi-
tional private donations. 

The annual election winners were: 
Select Board – Tamarin Laurel, Moderator 
– Tonya Santaniello,  Finance Committee 
– Jonathan Freiermuth, Library Trustee – 
Cherryl Beeman, Cemetery Commission 
– Larry Pease,  Assessor – Tamarin Laurel,  
Planning Board – Nicole Fecteau and 
Michael Hitchcock.  The open School 
Committee slot remains available.  Anyone 
interested should contact the Select board 
to express interest in appointment to the 
position.

Middlefield ATM and election results
WESTHAMPTON

Westhampton resident, Sally Lawton, 97, holds the Boston Post Gold cane. State 
Representative Lindsay Sabadosa presents a proclamation from the Commonwealth 
of Massachusetts to Westhampton’s oldest resident. Submitted photo

SALLY LAWTON RECEIVES BOSTON POST CANE

MIDDLEFIELD – Mothers’ Day, 
Sunday May 14 from 8-11 a.m. is the 
final spring fair fundraiser pancake 
breakfast at Town Hall, 188 Skyline Trail

Tickets are $10 per adult. On 
Tuesday, May 16 from 1-2:30 p.m., there 
will be a class on apps available in a 
Google account at the Town Hall. People 

may register with Southern Hilltowns 
Adult Ed by visiting https://www.umass.
edu/shaec/workshops.

At Blossom Community Center, 16 
Bell Road, there will be a board-games 
afternoon, Saturday May 13 from 1-3 
p.m. The third Monday potluck dinner is 
May 15 at 5:30 p.m.

Blossom Community Center lists events

Blossom Center’s First Friday Bingo had a Cinco de Mayo theme last week. This table 
had Barb & Marilyn Miller, Crystal Main and Scott Will enjoying nachos.

Submitted photo

BLOSSOM CENTER CELEBRATES CINCO DE MAYO
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Serving Hampden & Berkshire Counties
W W W. C O O P E R E X C AVAT I N G M A . C O M

413-568-3164

EXCAVATING
AND TRUCKING INC.

...But, 
got a problem with 

your pooper? 
        Call...

Not Just

 Septic
    Work...

SEPTIC SYSTEMS
DESIGNED & INSTALLED

GRAVEL & ASPHALT
DRIVEWAYS

SEPTIC PUMPING

SITE 
WORK

DRAINAGE

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertis-
er is requested to check 
their advertisement the 
first time it appears. 
This paper will not be 
responsible for more 
than one corrected in-
sertion, nor will be li-
able for any error in 
an advertisement to a 
greater extent than the 
cost of the space occu-
pied by the item in the 
advertisement.

WORTHINGTON

WORTHINGTON – The Hilltown 
Community Health Centers’ Hilltown 
Family Center will host a series of four 
free Monday  Creative Movement classes 
at R.H. Conwell Elementary School, 147 
Huntington Road.  

Classes will be held Mondays, May 
15, 22, June 5 and June 12. Participants 
should arrive at 9:45 a.m. and the classes 
start at 10 a.m. They should proceed to the 
front door of the school to sign in. People 
may email Susan LeBarron at slebarron@
hchcweb.org or call 413-667-2203 #311 
with any questions. This program is made 
possible through a Coordinated Family 
and Community Engagement Grant 
through the Massachusetts Department of 
Early Education and Care.

The Creative Movement class-
es will be led by Washington town res-
ident, Laurel Lenski. She has a passion 
for movement and expression, holding 
degrees in Dance and Expressive Art 
Therapy. She has long led creative move-
ment groups for preschool aged children, 
exercise and movement classes for seniors 
and members of long-term care commu-
nities.

 Creative movement activities focus 
on body awareness, motor fitness, rhyth-

mic skill, strength, flexibility, coordina-
tion, endurance, and physical vitality. This 
program is a creative movement experi-
ence rooted in basic movement vocabu-
lary, imagination and emotional expres-
sion. Children will be invited to practice 
a variety of movement qualities including 
pace, spatial relativity, cross lateral coor-
dination, circular, and linear movements 
through instruction and opportunities for 
free movement. This group will help chil-
dren to understand that body language is a 
form of expression. 

Preschool-aged children are in a crit-
ical period of developing fundamental 
movement skills that have a close link 
with physical activity. An extensive body 
of evidence underpins the relationship 
between physical activity (Carson et al., 
2017), sedentary behavior (Poitras et al., 
2017), sleep (Chaput et al., 2017) and 
health and developmental outcomes in 
the early years of childhood. Since habits 
formed in the early years track through 
childhood and adolescence (Jones et al., 
2013) into adulthood (Biddle et al., 2010), 
early childhood is a critical time to pro-
mote healthy lifestyle behaviors.

Challenges faced by families due 
to the COVID-19 pandemic vary, but 

generally suggest that decreased social 
connection and isolation have impacted 
children’s social and emotional devel-
opment. This Creative Movement class 
aims to improve and reinforce those skills. 
Moreover, studies on music and move-
ment classes for children have consis-
tently been shown to enhance language 
capabilities, improve memory, strengthen 
hand-eye coordination, promote team-
work, and heighten problem-solving 
skills. For the parents and caregivers, 
classes promote parent-child bonding, 
peer interaction, and reduced isolation.

The Hilltown Family Center offers 
an extensive list of resources for parents, 
caregivers, and families. The Family 
Center programs are built around the 
belief in nurturing strong families, by 
helping them to strengthen their flexibili-
ty and resilience. Programs help families 
establish strong social connections and 
give concrete support in times of need, 
recognizing family’s strengths and under-
standing that being a parent is part natural 
and part learned. The Family Center also 
helps children connect and relate to their 
world. 

For over 65 years, HCHC’s mission 
has been to provide accessible, high quali-

ty, integrated health services to ensure the 
health of all Hilltown residents. HCHC 
is dedicated to the health and wellness of 
the Hilltown communities and provides 
a wide range of services at five sites. In 
addition to medical and oral health/den-
tal services, HCHC provides behavioral/
mental health services, substance abuse 
treatment, eye care, physical therapy, and 
laboratory services.

HCHC also provides numerous com-
munity services and supports through 
its Community Programs. located at 9 
Russell Road. HCHC Community 
Programs connect and empower fami-
lies with resources, education, and assis-
tance. Community Health Workers can 
help with social services supports and 
referrals such as fuel assistance, SNAP 
(food stamps), job search, resume help 
or information on community resources. 
chronic disease management or reaching 
other health goals.  Hilltown Safety at 
Home provides domestic and sexual vio-
lence victim advocacy & safety. Health 
Navigators can help apply for health 
insurance. The HOPE, Health Outreach 
Program for Elders, is a free preventative 
and health maintenance care to Hilltown 
residents over 60.

Hilltown Family Center offers creative movement

The Worthington Council on Aging held its monthly potluck on Monday, May 8 at the 
town hall. Special guests, Sue and Ed Lewis, presented on “Superlative Birds,” a 
fascinating lecture and slide show describing their birding trips around the world, 
as illustrated by especially interesting birds. Submitted photo

WORTHINGTON COA HOLDS MONTHLY PROGRAM AND MEALSTOCKBRIDGE

STOCKBRIDGE –  Berkshire Art 
Center, formerly IS183 Art School, 
announce their two resident artists, Kelly 
Potter and Noah Beauregard, for the 
Berkshire Artist Residency 2023. 

The Red Lion Inn, in their sixth year 
hosting a resident artist, will be welcom-
ing Noah Beauregard. Chesterwood, the 
home, studio, and gardens of America’s 
foremost 20th C. sculptor Daniel Chester 
French, located in Stockbridge, will be 
hosting Kelly Potter, their third resident 
artist.

Since 2012, Berkshire Art Center has 
coordinated Artist Residencies, which 
pair local visual artists with cultural insti-
tutions and historic landmarks across the 
Berkshires. The heart of the Berkshire 
Artist Residency is to give local visu-
al artists the opportunity to create new 
work inspired by their home county. The 
extended length and flexible hours of the 
program give artists, who might not have 
the luxury to attend residencies that pull 
them away from home for long periods of 
time, the ability to further their career and 
create work in a way that compliments 
their current practice. 

Berkshire Art Center recognizes the 
important outlet and invaluable opportu-
nity an artist residency provides. Our tai-
lored program gives visual artists exclu-
sive access to world class cultural facil-
ities and historic landmarks to develop 

new work that intertwines with the fabric 
of our county. This program is supported 
in part by a grant from the Stockbridge 
Cultural Council, a local agency which is 
supported by the Mass Cultural Council, 
a state agency.

The Summer 2023 program will 
begin at both locations on Monday, May 
29 and run through Monday, Sept. 4. 
The two artists will receive access to the 
buildings and grounds of their site and 
support for the development, creation, 
and exhibition of their work. During the 
summer, both artists are invited to teach 
classes through Berkshire Art Center and 
will deliver an Artist Talk to share their 
experiences, inspiration, and process 
during their residency. Each residency 
closes with a reception and exhibition of 
the artist’s work. 

BAC is a nonprofit community art 
center with the mission to encourage peo-
ple of all ages, means, and skill levels 
to enrich their lives through hands-on 
experience in the visual arts. Berkshire 
Art Center strives to make art accessible 
by offering full and partial scholarships, 
work exchange opportunities, and dis-
counts for EBT Cardholders. 

For more information on Berkshire 
Art Center, people may visit berkshireart-
center.org, call 413-298-5252, extension 
100 or email info@berkshireartcenter.
org. 

Berkshire Art Center hosts 
Potter and Beauregard
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CHESTER – The town of Chester 
will hold two listening sessions on 
Wednesday, May 10 for residents 
on planning resilient dirt roads at the 
Chester Town Hall, 15 Middlefield Road.

The first hosted by the Council 

on Aging will be held Wednesday, 
May 10 from 1-2 p.m. and from 5-6 
p.m. The program is a collaborative 
between Middlefield and Blandford and 
through the Pioneer Valley Planning 
Commission.

Chester hosts resilient 
dirt roads listening sessions CHESTER The Chester  Hi l l 

Association will be holding its annual 
meeting on Sunday, May 21 at 1 p.m. on 
the lawn of the Congregational Church, 
343 Skyline Trail. 

In case of inclement weather, it will 
be moved inside the historic schoolhouse 
building. A recap of the year’s activi-
ties as well as plans for the coming year 

will be discussed. The “Citizen of the 
Year” and scholarships will be awarded 
to deserving residents. All are invited to 
attend and join the organization as they 
welcome input and new ideas. They have 
recently partnered with the Littleville 
Fair Association in sponsoring communi-
ty events and are looking for more board 
members to continue to grow.

Chester Hill Association holds meeting
CHESTER

Easthampton worked with Baker to set 
up a hydroponics station in an empty 
classroom. Jeremy Sundel, the head 
farmer at CFE, loaned some of the 
equipment and helped set up the area. 
Additional materials were purchased 
within the school budget and funding 
from the district’s Title I Grant. “Paired 
with support from our partner, we used 
funding from Title I to supplement this 
deeper learning experience in stem and 
agricultural learning,” said Principal 
Vanna Maffuccio.

A few weeks before April vaca-
tion, students planted seeds, choosing 
between a variety of greens. Once the 
seedlings emerged, they transplant-

ed each into foam blocks that fit in 
the hydroponic tubing. By early May, 
fourth grade students were completing 
a list of tasks during class time to keep 
the plants healthy and growing. They 
had to check the seedlings for broken 
stems and prune them and had to tie 
up any hanging cords from the grow 
lights. Some students were measur-
ing the ph while others were checking 
the electrical conductivity in the water 
that circulates through the tubes hold-
ing the plants. These two data points 
indicate a need to add fertilizer to the 
water. Students also needed to examine 
the system for any leaks or burned out 
bulbs in the grow lights, while repairing 

either if discovered. The last group of 
students was looking for empty spaces 
within the system and filling those with 
viable seedlings from the “germination 
station.” 

When tasks were completed, stu-
dents had the option of viewing a loop-
ing film about a hydroponic farmer 
Everest Fernandez and ten tasks he does 
every day.

Baker asked students what they 
thought the benefit of pruning broken 
stems would be. The first two guesses, 
“It might grow back” and “So it won’t 
make the rest of the plant die” were log-
ical assumptions. But the third, “So the 
dead piece doesn’t take nutrients from 

the rest of the plant” hit the mark.
While many students were familiar 

with growing plants in soil, this was the 
first hydroponic experience for most. 

“The kids are obsessed,” observed 
Maffuccio. “They want to do this more 
than go out to recess.”

Baker said that the water pump runs 
continuously, while the grow lights are 
on for 18 hours a day.

CFE Farmstead is a hydroponic 
grower in Easthampton that supports 
home growers with expertise and a 
trouble-shooting software program. 
They have also launched a year-round 
Community Supported Agriculture 
program.

HYDROPONICS from page 1

There will be a massive parade 
through the town at 10 a.m., with local 
historian Ed Carrington serving as the 
Parade Marshal.

Numerous activities and exhibits 
will take place at the Chester Railway 
Museum and in other locations near 
the center of town. The museum will 
feature a train show in the station and 
commemorative envelopes and historic 
stamps with a special postal cancellation 
will be available all day for collectors. 
Revolutionary War re-enactors, hand 
hewn woodworking demo, the Westfield 
River Wild and Scenic Organization, a 
ham radio and morse code demo, and 
CCC Camp exhibit, will all be on the 
north lawn at Chester Railway Station. A 
number of 1920s-era freight cars, includ-
ing the 104-year-old wooden caboose 
and “Children’s Boxcar” will be open to 
the public. 

Also on the museum grounds, the 

Pioneer Valley Live Steamers will dis-
play their large-scale operating steam 
and diesel locomotives and a selection of 
rolling stock on the station’s south lawn. 
The Chester Station’s outdoor stage will 
host music by The Jenny Basset Duo, 
Janet Ryan Band, The 413’s and Mark 
Franklin. 

Nearby, a craft fair, face painting 
and “One-lung” Steam and Gas Engine 
demos will be held along Main Street 
and on the lawn of the Chester Inn,  
along with the Jacob’s Ladder Business 
Association’s Business Expo. Also on 
the Chester Inn front porch will be live 
music throughout the day by the group, 
“Just Us.”

Classic cars from Model T’s to the 
newest Corvettes will line up on Maple 
Street, where kids will also be enter-
tained by Nicole the Railroad Clown, 
formerly of Ringling Bros. Circus.

The local ball field, located 600 

feet from the Museum on Emery Street, 
will have exhibits and demonstrations 
by the Sheriff’s Dept. K-9 unit, a steam 
train derby, a bounce house, petting 
zoo, garden tractor pulls, kiddie train 
rides and Bottom’s Bistro Taco Stand. 
A self-guided story walk of “The Little 
Engine That Could” will also be locat-
ed at the ball field. The story walk 
is sponsored by the Hilltown Family 
Center, which is generously fund-
ed through a Coordinated Family and 
Community Engagement Grant through 
the Massachusetts Department of Early 
Education and Care. 

Hamilton Memorial Library on 
Route 20 will hold a book and bake 
sale on the lawn and have the library’s 
mineral collections on display. The 
Chester Historical Commission will 
be on hand at the Old Jail and Chester 
History Museum for tours from 9:30 
a.m.-3:30 p.m.

The Chester Fire Department will 
hold their annual Duck Race on the 
Westfield River at 3 p.m.

Visitors may also elect to hike 
to the first American cluster of key-
stone arch railroad bridges, which are 
National Historic Landmarks. These 
bridges were built by Irish immi-
grants and made the railroad possible 
on the Westfield River, the first Wild 
and Scenic River in Massachusetts. 
Participants can also tour an archeolog-
ical stone works, enjoy historic displays 
and more.  

Chester on Track is presented by 
Chester Railway Station and Museum. 
All events are free, but donations are 
welcome. For more information, people 
may visit www.ChesterRailwayStation.
net or call 413-354-7878. Donations 
may also be mailed to P.O. Box 743, 
Chester, MA 01011-0743. Like us on 
Facebook to stay up-to-date. 

CHESTER ON TRACK from page 1

FLORENCE

FLORENCE – Northeast Organic 
Farming Association NOFA announc-
es they were awarded $495,000 in 
support from the Farmers Market and 
Local Food Production Program to work 
collaboratively and region-wide in the 
Northeast, with NOFA/Masss receiving 
additional support through a Local Food 
Purchase Assistance  grant to launch a 
community food security program, Farm 
Share. 

This program aims to provide limit-
ed income residents in the seven states of 
the Northeast (New York, Massachusetts, 
Connecticut, Rhode Island, New Jersey, 
New Hampshire and Vermont), with the 
opportunity to support their local CSA 
farmer and receive reliable access to 

high-quality produce on a weekly basis 
through an innovative cost-share model.

NOFA believes that all people have 
a right to access local, healthy food. 
They believe in strengthening the net-
work that exists between consumers and 
farmers as a means to strengthen the fab-
ric of our agrarian economy and contrib-
ute to the physical and spiritual nourish-
ment of all people. 

Spearheaded by the Northeast 
Organic Farming Associat ion of 
Connecticut and modeled on the Farm 
Share program that has existed in NOFA-
Vermont and NOFA-New Hampshire for 
many years, this region-wide collabo-
ration is expanding to NOFA/Mass for 
the first time this year and is designed to 

make local, nourishing food more acces-
sible while, equally importantly, still pro-
viding CSA farmers with a fair price and 
increase in market opportunity.

Farm Share is a win-win-win: limit-
ed-income individuals and families gain 
access to healthy, affordable food; farm-
ers benefit from an increase in market 
opportunities and build their customer 
base and make their CSA programs more 
viable and direct relationships are built 
between farmers and eaters, contributing 
to more socially connected and resilient 
communities.

If people are interested in partic-
ipating in or supporting Farm Share 
through a donation, or for additional 
information on the Farm Share pro-

gram at NOFA/Mass they may email 
Executive Director Jocelyn Langer at 
jocelyn@nofamass.org or the Food 
Access Coordinator, Anna Gilbert-
Muhammed at anna@nofamass.org.

 The Northeast Organic Farming 
Association, Massachusetts chap-
ter (NOFA/Mass) is a member-funded 
non-profit organization. Through educa-
tion and advocacy NOFA/Mass promotes 
organic agriculture to expand the produc-
tion and availability of nutritious food 
from living soil for the health of individ-
uals, communities and the planet. NOFA/
Mass is one of seven state NOFA chap-
ters, with the others including New York, 
New Jersey, Rhode Island, Connecticut, 
New Hampshire and Vermont.

NOFA/Mass inaugurates farm share program

HAYDENVILLE

HAYDENVILLE – State Senator 
Paul W. Mark announces his staff will 
conduct office hours in Williamsburg 
on Tuesday, May 23 from 1-3 p.m. in 
the Town Office.

Residents  of  any of  the 57 
municipal i t ies  in  the  senator’s 

Berkshire, Hampden, Franklin and 
Hampshire District are encouraged to 
ask for assistance with issues involv-
ing any state agency or to share ideas 
on current or potential state legisla-
tion. 

Appointments are not needed.  

Senator’s staff to hold office hour 
MONTGOMERY

MONTGOMERY – Grace Hall 
Memorial Library, 161 Main Road, will 
hold their annual book and plant sale  on 
Saturday, May 20 from 9 a.m. -2 p.m. 

This popular event help support the 
summer reading program for the library 
and other programs throughout the year. 

Anyone interested in donating books 
or plants may call the library at 413-
862-3894 or email  montgomerylibrary@
yahoo.com.

The library is open Tuesday from 10 
a.m.-5:30 p.m., Thursday from 4-8 p.m. 
and Saturday from 9:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.

Library to hold book and plant sale
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By Peter Spotts

Transfer Station hours are being changed on Saturdays to close at noon and re-open from 3 to 7 p.m. as of Saturday, July 10, due to the heat waves hitting the region as summer starts.The hours  wi l l  mirror  the Wednesday afternoon hours as opposed to the current 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Saturday. The discussion started with Selectman Charley Rose and Transfer Station Attendant Sue Asher and the issue came before the full board for 

Transfer Station 
hours changed

By Shelby Macri 

An issue with people visiting and swimming in the portion of the Westfield River within Russell, was brought up during the last Selectboard meeting.
During the public input portion of the meeting a resident brought up continuing issues with people trespass-ing at different areas of town to access the Westfield River, some areas being people’s yards. A resident expressed an issue of people going through their yard at a dead-end road, some going through their garden and down a steep 

RIVER, page 5

HOURS, page 9

Concerns about 
river visitors

RUSSELL

WORTHINGTON

By Shelby Macri  

At the last Selectboard meeting on Tuesday, June 29, there were a few updates given, especially for the Highway Department and from the Police Department. 
The Selectboard s tated the Highway Department was doing a marvelous job on the Town’s resident only beach, saying the beach looks better than it has in years. There is still more work to be done including new 

Police Chief seeks 
weapons upgrade

By Shelby Macri

T h e  C h e s t e r f i e l d Selectboard held an early meeting on Monday, June 28, to discuss the state of the town’s broadband project and appoint members to the new Municipal Light Plant Board.
MLP Manager Justin West joined the Selectboard meeting to tell the board about recent updates with MLP and Broadband includ-ing possible candidates for the MLP Board as nine peo-ple showed interest in join-ing. Selectboard Chair Roger Fuller and Lawrence Cervelli from the Finance Committee 

were already picked for the board; West and the board only had to pick three names to make the MLP Board’s final number of members five.
After each Selectboard member mentioned the three names they had individ-ually decided on for board members, they tallied names and took a vote. Each can-didate had different assets, and each Selectboard mem-ber chose their picks for the MLP Board due to their backgrounds either in law, technical, or operations. The board voted to elect Joseph Gazillo, Jeff Frechette, and Kady Von Schoeler as the 

last members of the MLP Board; they’ll be holding their first meeting sometime at the end of July though a date hasn’t been determined.A d d i t i o n a l l y,  J a c k Henry was assigned as West’s assistant, to share the work that comes with the Manager position. West will possibly be moving on in six months, so the hope is to train Henry to either become the new manager or to help when a new manager is cho-sen to replace West. 
West  a lso gave the Selectboard an update on the town’s MLP hut the holds the technical aspects of the broadband in town.

“The hut has been out-fitted with air condition-ing, dehumidifiers, a gen-erator, light, alarms, etc,” Town Administrator Brenda Lessard said. “Westfield Gas and Electric wants moni-tors installed to track all the systems; they want cameras installed as well.”
West explained the hut was examined and the Gas company feels these things needed to be added, they’re for when the hut won’t be revisited or monitored as much in the future. 

West also brought up that having a second connec-

Selectboard forms new Municipal Light Plant Board

WEAPONS, page 5

By Peter Spotts

Residents concerned with the reveal of 25% design plans for Mountain S t r ee t  a r e  a sk ing  t he Selectboard to take a stand for them to help have the Massachusetts Department of Transportation make changes before it’s too late.
More  than  20  res -idents  gathered in  the Selectboard’s office at Town Hall at 9 a.m. on Thursday, July 1, to voice their con-cerns and submit two peti-tions — one on behalf of residents on Mountain Street and the other from nearby residents on High Street and Kingsley Avenue.

Resident Julia Peters spoke on behalf of the Mountain Street residents. She told the board they’re concerned about how the widening of the road will encroach on people’s prop-erties, move poles, and increase a speeding issue the street is already dealing with. She also cited the poor communication between MassDOT and the residents 

ROAD, page 10

BOARD, page 12

Selectboard members Don Willard and Trish Colson-Montgomery take part in the classical car 
parade as Chesterfield celebrates the Fourth of July. 

Residents 
rally against 
road plan
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“This nation will remain the land of the free only so long as it is the home of the brave.”  –  Elmer Davis

Devoted to the Needs of the Hilltowns

Country Journal
Becket, Blandford, Chester, Chesterfield, Cummington, Goshen, Huntington, 

Middlefield, Montgomery, Otis, Plainfield, Russell, Sandisfield, Westhampton, Williamsburg, Worthington

Residents showed off their cars and decorated their vehicles to embrace their patriotic spirit. 
Please see more photos on page 12.

Photos by Shelby Macri
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CUMMINGTON

By Wendy Long
Correspondent

CUMMINGTON – A tragic house 
fire is sparking generosity among local 
residents . Hilltowners are coming togeth-
er to support the sole survivor of a devas-
tating house fire in Cummington on April 
28 that took the life of Jaye-Michaela 
Brink’s wife and four pets and destroyed 
everything she owned.

A drive is underway to raise $10,000 
to help Brink get back on her feet. 
Friends and colleagues are working to 
raise money, collect clothing, and secure 
temporary housing. 

Brink,  a  postal  clerk at  the 
Chesterfield Post Office, is described 
as ‘a very special person’ by the drive’s 
organizer, Mandy Spiess, who is the 
Postmaster at the Worthington Post 
Office. Collectively, her postal colleagues 
created a statement about what Brink 
means to them, “Jaye is an inspiration to 
those who know her best. She is an intel-
ligent and loving person whose humor 

and wit can brighten anyone’s day.” 
A Go Fund Me site has been 

established, called the Jaye Michaela 
Emergency Fund. As outlined on the 
fundraising page, Its goal is to raise 
enough money to help “relieve the finan-
cial burden during this emotionally dev-
astating time. We are hoping to alleviate 
all emergency medical, counseling and 
temporary housing expenses accrued over 
this incident.”

According to Michelle Kearney, the 
page’s organizer, “Jaye-Michaela is fierce 
in all things-fierce in loving her friends, 
fierce about injustice, and fierce about 
empathy and gentleness.”

The link to the donation site is 
https://www.gofundme.com/f/jaye-mi-
chaela-emergency-fund . 

Spiess said that once Brink has 
housing, they will have a better under-
standing of household items that will 
be needed. Posts will be made to the 
Within Worthington and Cummington 
Community Facebook pages to request 
material donations. 

Community comes together 
to support fire survivor

CUMMINGTON – One Part Luck 
will appear on Friday, May 12 from 7-9 
p.m. at the Village Church in  down-
town Cummington in the heart of the 
Cummington Cultural District.

One Part Luck is husband and wife 
duo, John Bye and Peg Cowen from 
Cummington. They perform 

original songs in tight, two-part 
harmony, backed up with acoustic gui-
tar, bass, banjo, ukulele, harmonica and 
their much-loved suitcase drum. 

Their songs range from sweet, 

catchy love ditties, to serious spiritu-
al meditations, from toe-tapping barn 
dancers to wistful lullabies. They 
released their first cd in September 
2015 and were pretty excited when 
their song “My Old Truck” made it 
onto Car Talk. Their second cd “Every 
Hour” was released in May 2018. Their 
live shows are delivered with humor 
and gratitude for being lucky enough 
to share their music with other folks. 
In the end, it is all about trying to “put 
a little bit more love in this old world.”  

One Part Luck to perform May 12

Country Journal
24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
email: countryjournal@turley.com

Submissions are always welcome.Submissions are always welcome.
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SPRINGFIELD – Bacon 
Wilson, P.C. announces that 
Attorney Alexander Pattacini 
has joined the firm. 

Attorney Pattacini is a 
member of the Estate Planning 
and Elder Law Department. 
Alexander earned his J.D. 
from Western New England 
University School of Law 
with a concentrat ion in 
Transactional Law, where he 
served as a clinician in the 
Small Business Clinic. 

He previously earned his B.A. 
from the University of Connecticut in 
Storrs, Connecticut.  Prior to joining 
Bacon Wilson, P.C., he interned with the 
Connecticut Department of Education 
Division of Legal Affairs, and served as 
Legal Counsel for the CT House Majority 
Leader’s Office. 

He is a member of the Massachusetts 
Bar Association as well as the Education 

Law Association. Alexander 
is licensed to practice in 
Massachusetts and will be 
working in all Bacon Wilson 
office locations, but will pri-
marily be in Springfield. 

Managing Shareholder 
Kenneth Albano commented, 
“Alex is such a great addition 
to our growing Estate Planning 
and Elder Law practice groups 
and will add depth for years to 
come.” 

Founded in 1895, Bacon 
Wilson, P.C. is one of the largest firms in 
the Pioneer Valley, with 45 attorneys, and 
approximately 80 paralegals, administra-
tive assistants, and support staff. From 
five locations in Springfield, Amherst, 
Hadley, Northampton, and Westfield  
Bacon Wilson, P.C. represents clients 
throughout Western Massachusetts and 
Northern Connecticut with comprehen-
sive legal services. 

Pattacini joins Bacon Wilson, P.C.

MassWildlife officials are remind-
ing the public that March is the month 
when hungry bears emerge from their 
winter dens and seek out food. 

If you live in northern Middlesex 
County, Worcester County, western 
Massachusetts, or other areas where 
bears have been spotted, it’s time to take 
down your bird feeders. Natural foods 
such as acorns and other nuts are usually 
available on the ground, but last year’s 
fall hard mast crop was meager. 

Bears will often ignore season-
ally available natural foods including 
skunk cabbage in favor of an easy meal 
at a backyard bird feeder. Other spe-
cies including wild turkeys and coyotes 
may also frequent bird feeders leading 
to a variety of nuisance issues. To avoid 
these problems, MassWildlife asks prop-
erty owners to be proactive by removing 
bird feeders and other potential food 

sources including garbage or open com-
post. 

If people enjoy watching birds in 
their yard, MassWildlife suggests add-
ing a water feature, growing native 
plants, shrubs, and trees to attract birds. 
Individuals should also secure bee hives, 
chickens, and livestock. Properly main-
tained electric fencing is the only way 
to protect chickens or bee hives from 
bears. Taking these actions may prevent 
the unnatural feeding of bears and other 
kinds of neighborhood wildlife.

There are at least 4,500 black 
bears in Massachusetts and their range 
is expanding eastward. People should 
take action by educating themselves and 
their neighbors about proactive mea-
sures to avoid conflicts with bears. For 
more information about black bears in 
Massachusetts, people may visit mass.
gov/bears.

MassWildlife warns of bears 
emerging from winter dens

TURNERS FALLS –The Great Falls 
Discovery Center, 2 Avenue A, offers 
free programs and is open to the public. 

An adult must accompany chil-
dren. Inclement weather cancels outdoor 
programs. Reasonable accommoda-
tions available upon request. The cen-
ter is wheelchair accessible. The center 
is open Tuesdays from 10 a.m.-4 p.m., 
Wednesdays through Sundays from 10 
a.m.-6 p.m. and Monday, May 29 from 
10 a.m.-4 p.m.

Now through Friday, June 30 
Visions of the Connecticut River Valley 
will be on exhibit in the Great Hall. 
This group show showcases work from 
regional artists featuring the nature of 
the Connecticut River, all in support of 
the Friends of the Great Falls Discovery 
Center. 

Kidleidoscope Story Hour
Friday, May 12 (fish) from 10:30-

11:30 a.m. Kidleidoscope Story Hour 
is for ages three to six. Children must 
be accompanied by an adult and meet 
in the Great Hall. Siblings and friends 
are welcome. The program includes a 
story, activities and a craft. Activities are 

indoors and outdoors, weather permit-
ting. 

Nice and easy walks will take place 
Fridays, May 12, 19 and 26 from 1-2 
p.m. This easy-paced, 1 to 2-mile guid-
ed walk, along the Canalside Rail Trail 
or downtown Turners Falls, is geared 
for seniors, but is open to all ages. A 
Department Conservation Recreation 
Park Interpreter highlights natural and 
local history along the way. Participants 
should wear appropriate clothing for the 
weather and sturdy footwear. 

Story Walk® book is “Ruby’s 
Birds” by Mya Thompson for readers 
ages 3-7 and everyone who celebrates 
birds. It will be ongoing Thursday, 
May 11 through Tuesday, June 27. 
The StoryWalk® Project was created 
by Anne Ferguson of Montpelier, VT 
and developed in collaboration with the 
Kellogg-Hubbard Library. Story Walk® 
is a registered service mark owned by 
Ferguson. This StoryWalk® is provid-
ed by Massachusetts Department of 
Conservation and Recreation Interpretive 
Services.           

Great Falls Coffeehouse presents 
Eloise & Co. on Friday, May 12 from 

7-9 p.m. People may enjoy Celtic, contra 
dance and folk music in the Great Hall. 
Refreshments available. Sliding scale 
suggested donations, all in support of 
educational programming at the Center.

On Saturday, May 13 from 10:30 
a.m.-noon a program of discovering 
nature through story, poetry and art in the 
free Art Naturally programs in the Great 
Hall. This program is for adults, teens, 
and children ages 6 and up, accompanied 
by an adult. All materials are free. 

On Sa turday,  May 20  f rom 
1-3 p.m.Commemorate the 347th 
Anniversary  of  the  Great  Fal l s 
Massacre, outdoors weather permit-
ting or in the Great Hall. Tribal mem-
bers and non-Tribal public are welcome. 
Honored guests include members of the 
Chaubunagungamaug Band of Nipmuck 
Indians Council and the Elnu Abenaki. 
For more information, people may visit: 
www.nolumbekaproject.org. The pro-
gram is free and open to all and co-spon-
sored by the Nolumbeka Project, River 
Valley Co-op and DCR.

On Sunday, May 28 from 1-2 
p.m.there will be an easy paced 1 to 2 
mile guided walk along the Canalside 

Rail Trail or downtown Turners Falls, 
geared for seniors, but open to all ages. 
People should wear appropriate cloth-
ing for the weather and sturdy boots and 
meet at the Main Entrance.

On Sunday, June 4 from 10 a.m.-2 
p.m. the Great Falls Discovery Center 
will celebrate free family fish day at 
Barton Cove. Adults and children of all 
ages are welcome. Children must be 
accompanied by an adult. Event is held 
rain or shine. Parking is free at each site. 

Great Falls Discovery Center announces upcoming events

Alexander 
Pattacini
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CLUES ACROSS
1. Midway between 

south and southeast
4. Fathers
9. Wine grape
14. Al Bundy’s wife
15. Organic compound
16. Venezuelan state
17. Interest term
18. Experts
20. Central cores of 

stems
22. Smooth and glossy
23. One-time S. Korean 

city
24. One from Damascus
28. Short message at 

the end of an email
29. It cools your home
30. Oh, God!
31. Intestinal pouches
33. Men
37. Popular English 

soccer team (abbr.)
38. Former CIA
39. Arrange in steps
41. A baglike structure 

in a plant or animal

42. The Great Lake 
State

43. Dog-__: to mark a 
page

44. Stop moving
46. Ancient Dead Sea 

region
49. Of I
50. Clerical vestment
51. Songs sung to a 

lover
55. Charges
58. Popular design 

program 
manufacturer

59. Where to park a boat
60. One who values 

reason
64. Slang for cigarette
65. Sailboats
66. Actress Zellweger
67. Screen material
68. Country music 

legend Haggard
69. Puts together in time
70. When you hope to 

arrive

CLUES DOWN
1. An involuntary and 

abnormal muscular 
contraction

2. Philly’s rail service
3. Leaves a place
4. No longer be a part in
5. Guitar players use 

them
6. Cease to exist
7. General’s assistant 

(abbr.)
8. Shaking of the earth
9. Strong winds
10. For each one
11. A bog
12. The creation 

of beautiful or 
significant things

13. Affirmative
19. Pie _ __ mode
21. Nonclerical
24. Inspirational football 

player Hamlin
25. Learning 

environment
26. Khoikhoi peoples
27. Bring out or develop

31. Shows up
32. Theatrical device
34. Loads
35. Popular Hollywood 

alien
36. Distinguishes
40. College dorm 

worker
41. Secondary or 

explanatory title
45. Resembling wings
47. One who delivers a 

speech
48. In the middle
52. Loop with a running 

knot
53. Airborne (abbr.)
54. Beloveds
56. Ordain
57. Breed of small cattle
59. Very small period of 

time (abbr.)
60. Revolutions per 

minute
61. They __
62. Longtime ESPN 

anchor Bob
63. A place to stay

an
sw

er
s

Al's Tire & Auto Repair
When it comes to tires we do it all,

from wheelbarrows to big rigs.
MOST MAJOR TIRE BRANDS AVAILABLE

Brakes, Shocks, Struts, Front End Repairs & Alignments
Air Conditioning Service, Check Engine Lights
918 Southampton Road, Westfield, MA 01085

Monday - Friday 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Mike Morin 562-3391 Alice Morin 562-1704

THIS WEEK’S HOROSCOPES

NATIONALLY ADVERTISED MERCHANDISE FOR ALL MAKES & MODELSWESTFIELD
AUTO PARTS INC

AUTO PARTS 
& SUPPLIES

WHOLESALE   RETAIL

Dial 568-8944 or 568-1611  FAX # 568-1554

★ Complete Auto Machine Shop Service   ★ Engine Rebuilding Of All Kinds
★ Authorized Caterpillar Hydraulic Hose Dealer   ★ Hydraulic Hoses

Call “DALE”      8-12 BIRGE AVE., WESTFIELD

Now stocking 
Car Quest 

Filters made 
by WIX,

Amalie Oil,
Bailing Twine 

&
Tractor Parts

Fun By The 
Numbers
Like puzzles? 
Then you’ll love 
sudoku. This 
mind-bending 
puzzle will have 
you hooked from 
the moment you 
square off, so 
sharpen your 
pencil and put 
your sudoku 
savvy to the test!

ARIES
Mar 21/Apr 20
Aries, pay attention to 
the smaller details, as 
those are the ones most 
often ignored. You’ll be 
highly regarded if you 
pinpoint any errors in a 
timely manner.

TAURUS
Apr 21/May 21
Work to the best of your 
ability, Taurus. Focus on 
your own work and serve 
as a source of encour-
agement to those around 
you who may be experi-
encing some difficulties.

GEMINI
May 22/Jun 21
A loved one may be 
hinting at a few things 
he or she wants to 
do with you, Gemini. 
Find the time to make  
these things happen. 
Let loose and have fun. 

CANCER
Jun 22/Jul 22
It could be tempting to 
hole up in a bookstore or 
a coffee shop for hours. 
However, avoiding cer-
tain issues is not the 
way to go. Confront them 
head on.  

LEO
Jul 23/Aug 23
Leo, if you are going to 
leap, do so with both 
eyes open; otherwise, 
you may miss some of 
the dangers along the 
way. Always take the 
bigger picture into con-
sideration.  

VIRGO
Aug 24/Sept 22
Virgo, accept that you 
may be different from 
most of the people with 
whom you associate, 
and that is perfectly fine. 
What makes you unique 
is what others like about 
you.

LIBRA
Sept 23/Oct 23
Libra, explore all pos-
sibilities at work rather 
than pigeonholing your-
self into one role. How 
will you know what 
things are like if you 
don’t try stuff out?

SCORPIO
Oct 24/Nov 22
You may need to roll 
with the punches this 
week, Scorpio. Things 
are coming at you at 
a record pace and it 
could take a lot of effort 
to keep up. Learn and 
adapt as you go.

SAGITTARIUS 
Nov 23/Dec 21
Sagittarius, even though 
you have been faced 
with a number of chal-
lenges lately, you have 
managed to come 
through with your head 
held high. Keep up the 
progress. 

CAPRICORN
Dec 22/Jan 20
There’s not much that 
will bother you this 
week, Capricorn. It 
seems you have all of 
your ducks in a row. 
Enjoy this good fortune 
while it lasts.

AQUARIUS
Jan 21/Feb 18
Remarkable opportu-
nities are coming your 
way, Aquarius. All you 
need to do is sit back 
and wait for them to 
start. There is no need 
to do much legwork in 
this situation.

PISCES
Feb 19/Mar 20
Big changes can some-
times be scary, Pisces. 
But change is just what 
you need to do right 
now to spice things up.

•

To advertise here
contact Teri at
413-283-8393

or email:
twegiel@turley.com •
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LEGAL NOTICE
TOWN OF HUNTINGTON

Notice is hereby given 
under Chapter 138, Section 
15A of  Mass.  General 
Laws that the Huntington 
Se lec tboa rd ,  a s  Loca l 
Licensing Authority, has 
received an application 
from Farhat Butt of IFFA, 
LLC D/B/A B&D Variety 
requesting a change of cate-
gory from a wines and malt 
beverages package store 
license to an all alcohol-
ic beverages package store 
license for 22 East Main 
Street, Huntington, MA.  A 
public hearing will be held 
on Wednesday, May 24, 
2023 at 5:00 p.m. before the 
Selectboard at Stanton Hall, 
26 Russell Road, Huntington, 
MA.
05/11/2023

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Hampden Probate and

Family Court
50 State Street

Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758

Docket No. HD20P1755EA
Estate of: 

Damon Alexander 
Bazzeghin

Also known as:
Damon A Bazzeghin, 

Damon Bazzeghin
Date of Death: 07/16/2020 

CITATION ON 
PETITION FOR 

ORDER OF COMPLETE 
SETTLEMENT

A Petition for Order 
of Complete Settlement 
has been filed by Griffin A 
Bazzeghin of Chester, MA 
requesting that the court 
enter a formal Decree of 
Complete Settlement includ-
ing the allowance of a final 
account, a determination of 
testacy and heirs at law and 
other such relief as may be 
requested in the Petition. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right 

to ob tain a copy of the 
Petition from the Petitioner 
or at the Court. You have 
a right to object to this 
proceeding. To do so, you 
or your attorney must file 
a written appearance and 

objection at this Court 
before: 10:00 a.m. on the 
return day of  06/13/2023.

This is NOT a hearing 
date, but a deadline by 
which you must file a writ-
ten appearance and objec-
tion if you object to this 
proceeding. If you fail to 
file a timely written appear-
ance and objection followed 
by an affidavit of objections 
within thirty (30) days of 
the return day, action may 
be taken without further 
notice to you.

W I T N E S S ,  H o n . 
Barbara M. Hyland, First 
Justice of this Court.
Date: May 09, 2023

Rosemary A. Saccomani
Register of Probate

05/11/2023

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
 Hampden Probate and

Family Court
50 State Street

Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758

Docket No. HD20P0568EA
Estate of: 

Kurt Elwood Showalter
Date of Death: 02/29/2020

CITATION ON PETITION 
FOR FORMAL

APPOINTMENT OF 
SUCCESSOR
PERSONAL 

REPRESENTATIVE
To all interested persons:
A Pet i t ion  fi led  by  

Kristine D. Mitchell of 
Chester MA and Elaine 
M Jacquier of Southwick 
MA   requesting that the 
Court enter a formal Decree 
and Order that Kristine D. 
Mitchell of Chester MA 
and Elaine M Jacquier of 
Southwick MA be appoint-
ed as Successor Personal 
Representative(s) of said 
estate to serve Without 
Surety on the bond and for 
such other relief as requested 
in the Petition.

You have the right 
to obtain a copy of the 
Petition from the Petitioner 
or at the Court. You have 
a right to object to this 
proceeding. To do so, you 
or your attorney must file 
a written appearance and 

objection at this Court 
before: 10:00 a.m. on the 
return day of 05/31/2023.

This is NOT a hearing 
date, but a deadline by 
which you must file a writ-
ten appearance and objec-
tion if you object to this 
proceeding. If you fail to 
file a timely written appear-
ance and objection followed 
by an affidavit of objections 
within thirty (30) days of 
the return day, action may 
be taken without further 
notice to you.

The estate is  being 
administered under formal 
procedure by the Personal 
Representative under the 
Massachusetts Uniform 
Probate Code without 
supervision by the Court. 
Inventory and accounts 
are not required to be filed 
with the Court, but recip-
ients are entitled to notice 
regarding the adminis-
tration from the Personal 
Representative and can 
petition the Court in any 
matter relating to the 
estate, including distribu-
tion of assets and expenses 
of administration.

W I T N E S S ,  H o n . 
Barbara M. Hyland, First 
Justice of this Court.
Date: May 03, 2023

Rosemary A. Saccomani
Register of Probate

05/11/2023

LEGAL NOTICE
TOWN OF HUNTINGTON

ZONING BOARD OF 
APPEALS

 PUBLIC HEARING
The Zoning Board of 

Appeals (ZBA) of the Town 
of Huntington will hold a 
public hearing on Thursday, 
June 8, 2023 at 7:00 pm in 
Stanton Hall. This Public 
Hearing is for the Special 
Permi t  Appl ica t ion  o f 
Anthony Martone DBA The 
Rapids, under the Huntington 
Zoning Bylaw Sections 
IV.D.2.A: Use Regulations; 
Non-Residential Uses on 
Lots Not Also Used for 
Residence, IV.I: Signs, and 
V: Special Permits to oper-
ate a restaurant with exist-
ing sign at 200 Worthington 
Road, Assessors Map # 326, 

parcel 1-A.
ZONING BOARD OF 

APPEALS
TOWN OF HUNTINGTON

05/11, 05/18/2023

LEGAL NOTICE
Town of Chester
Invitation to Bid

The Town of Chester, 
acting through its Board of 
Selectmen, invites sealed 
bids from qualified compa-
nies to harvest approximately 
250,415 board feet of stand-
ing timber and 235 cords of 
firewood located on Town 
land off Captain Whitney 
Road in Becket, MA. A bid 
prospectus may be obtained 
from the Chester Town 
Administrator at the Chester 
Town Hall or from Bay State 
Forestry Service, P.O. Box 
416, Montague, MA 01351. 
A public showing for pro-
spective bidders will be 
conducted on Monday, June 
5th at 9:00 A.M., beginning 
at the Chester Town Hall. 
Sealed bids are due to the 
Chester Board of Selectmen 
by Monday, June 19, 2023 
at 7:00 PM when they will 
be publicly opened and read 
aloud. The Chester Board 
of Selectmen is the award-
ing authority and reserves 
the right to reject any and all 
bids. 

Board of Selectmen
 Town of Chester 

05/11, 05/18/2023

Town of Russell
Legal Notice

Pursuant to Chapter 87 of 
the Massachusetts General 
Laws, there will be a pub-
lic hearing at Russell Town 
Hall, Select Board Office, 
Tuesday May 16, 2023 at 
6:00 PM, to consider the 
removal of certain public 
shade trees located on West 
Main Street.  Specific trees 
have been posted in accor-
dance with the law.  Any per-
son objecting to the removal 
of one or more of these trees 
must make their objection in 
writing at or before this pub-
lic hearing.

Louis E. Garlo
Tree Warden

05/04, 05/11/2023

CHICOPEE – Wayne R. MacBrown Chicopee 
passed on April 16, 2023 at the age of 65. He was born 
Feb. 18, 1958 in Holyoke, the son of Janet Guiette. 

In his younger years, he worked construction and 
grounds keeper in local cemeteries, His true passions 
were writing songs and playing guitar with many 
friends and loved playing with his three sons especially. 
He also played for gatherings. 

If you knew Wayne, you would also know of his 
keen eye for antiques and tag saleing. He loved his 
treasures. 

He leaves his longtime companion, Vicki. Wayne, 
also leaves his loving sons, Breault. Justin MacBrown 
(Erin) of Middlefield, Shane MacBrown (Carrie) of 
Holyoke and Adam MacBrown of Southampton and the 
mother of his boys Lisa Mendez of Southampton and 
Nancy MacBrown. Granddaughter Jaedyn MacBrown. 
He also leaves his sister, Sandy Simms and Robert 
Reed Sr. and many nieces and nephews. He was prede-
ceased by brother, Kenneth Reed. 

At Wayne’s request, there will be no funeral. The 
family will plan a memorial get together at a later date.

Turley Publications offers two types of 
obituaries.

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral 
date and place.

The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $100, 
which allows families to publish extended death 
notice information of their own choice and may 
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be submitted through a 
funeral home to: obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.

Obituary Policy
Country Journal

DONOVAN, GINGER
Died May 2, 2023

Services May 21, 2023 

MACBROWN, WAYNE R.
Died April 23, 2023

Memorial gathering at later date

MCLEAN, MARILYN M. (FONTAINE)
Died May 2, 2023

DEATH NOTICES
OBITUARIES

PUBLIC NOTICES

Wayne R. MacBrown, 65

RUSSELL – Marilyn M. (Fontaine) 
McLean, 69, passed away at home surround-
ed by family and friends, on Tuesday, May 
2, 2023. She was born in Holyoke to the late 
Yvette (Roberts) Fontaine. 

She was a 1988 graduate of Holyoke 
Community College with a degree in 
Business Management. Marilyn worked as 
the control scheduler for Digital Equipment 
Corporation for 20 years and more recently 
for the Carson Center in Westfield for 18 
years in billing. She enjoyed her “Lunch Brunch” and 
“EMMA Gang” and loved to write in her journals. She 
spent her time doing what she loved, including archery, 
fishing, boating and hiking with her husband. She felt 
most at home when she was in nature, walking down to 
the brook with her husband and her dogs; simply sitting 
by the water invoked peace. 

She is survived by her beloved husband 
of 49 years, Donald O. McLean, Jr.; her 
niece and god daughter, Kayla Fontaine; 
her sisters and brother in laws, Carol and 
Burt Trombley of Holyoke, Glen and Nancy 
Depot of Chicopee, Raymond McLean of 
Holyoke and Gary and Geri McLean of 
Agawam and many more cousins. 

A Funeral Home Service was held 
on Monday, May 8, 2023 at 3 p.m. in the 
Firtion Adams Funeral Service, 76 Broad St. 

Westfield, MA 01085. Visiting hours will precede the 
service from 1-3 p.m. in the funeral home. 

Donations, in lieu of flowers, may be directed to 
the Littleville Fair, 15 Kinnebrook Road, Chester, MA 
01011. www.firtionadams.com Marilyn requested casu-
al attire be the dress code for all guests – jeans and flip 
flops. She will be sadly missed by her dog Missy.

Marilyn M. (Fontaine) McLean, 69

Public Notices
ARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3

Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, 
Fridays noon for Monday holidays.

Turley Publications is looking for  a “hands 
on” energetic candidate who loves telling stories 
to be the editor for two weekly publications. This 
position will include managing and coaching a 
small news staff that will provide the community 
with a great local newspaper.

The editor will need to cover local government 
and events while representing the newspaper at 
public venues.

The successful candidate will have strong com-
munity journalism skills and is also expected to 
gather news and write stories for the two papers 
as well as for other occasional companywide 
publications.

This is a job for a self-starter who has a vision 
for growing and connecting with our valued 
readers, and who thoroughly enjoys community 
journalism. 

This full-time position with flexible schedule is 
based in our Palmer office at 24 Water St., this is 
not a remote position.

Qualifications should include:
• Bachelor’s degree or equivalent experience
• Willingness to mentor a staff writer and 
    correspondents
• Editing experience and ability to write 
   clean copy in a fast-paced, deadline-driven 
   environment
• Proficiency in Associated Press style
• Management experience and/or experience 
   managing content for a print publication.

Please send resume and writing examples to:
Eileen Kennedy, Executive Editor
24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or email directly to
ekennedy@turley.com

EDITOR WANTED
Community Newspaper
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Classifieds
A TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE Call us at 413.283.8393

12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS    ❙     SERVING 50  LO CAL C OMMUNITIES

MAXIMUM EFFICIENCY. EX-
TRAORDINARY performance. 
Central Boiler certified Classic Edge 
Titanium HDX OUTDOOR WOOD 
FURNACE. Call today 413-296-
4320.

FIREWOOD
MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-
tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor 
Wood Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titani-
um Stainless Steel.  26% Tax Credit.  
Call (508)882-0178

HAY FOR SALE
Round, Wrapped Hay Bales, First & 
Second Cutting. Dry & Wet. Worthing-
ton, MA.  Call  (413)478-0178.

OLD CARPENTER TOOLS want-
ed. Planes, chisels, axes, etc.  Vintage 
hunting, camping, cast iron cookware, 
advertising, motorcycles, clothing.  Call 
Ken (413)433-2195.

WANTED TO BUY
ANTIQUES AND OLD STUFF 
WANTED BUYING Bottles, Crocks, 
Jugs, Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games,coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musical 
instruments, typewriters, sewing ma-
chines, tools, radios, clocks, lanterns, 
lamps, kitchenware, cookware, knives, 
military, automotive, fire department, 
masonic,license plates,beer-cans, 
barware, books, oil cans, advertising 
tins,hunting, fishing, signs, and more 
Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

1*******A CALL WE HAUL
WE TAKE IT ALL
WE LOAD IT ALL

Lowest Rates, accumulations, junk, 
estates, attics, garages, appliances, 
basements, demo services, 10% dis-
count with this ad off services. Dump-
ster Rentals available fro rent.

All Major CC’s
CALL NOW (413)531-1936

acallwehaul@gmail.com

CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish-
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class-
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti-
mate.

CONSERVATION AGENT 

TOWN OF BLANDFORD The Town 
of Blandford is seeking candidates for 
a part-time Conservation Agent. Can-
didates must have at least one year of 
experience in a similar role. The com-
pensation for this 5 to 8 hour-a-week 
position is $23.00-25.00 an hour. A 
full job description with application 
guidelines can be found at www.
townofblandford.com/job-open-
ings/. Closing date for all applications 
is Thursday, May 18, 2023, by 12 noon. 
Open until filled. EEO/AAE

MIDDLEFIELD & WASHINGTON 
SHARED TOWN ADMINISTRA-
TOR Full time, salaried and fully ben-
efited position. Job description and 
application instructions at berkshire-
planning.org/employment. Ap-
plicant screening begins immediately. 
AA/EOE

TOWN OF WILBRAHAM
ADULT SERVICES

 LIBRARIAN
P/T EMERGENCY 
DISPATCHER (2)

STAFF ACCOUNTANT Looking to 
fill several vacancies in the Town of 
Wilbraham. For application and more 
information please visit www.wil-
braham-ma.gov.  Open until filled, 
review of application begins immedi-
ately. EOE

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis-
crimination.” We will not knowingly ac-
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per-
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis.

SERVICES HELP WANTED

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 
Add $10 for a second Zone 
or add $15 to run in 
ALL THREE ZONES.

 First ZONE base price  ___________

 Add a second ZONE ___________

 Add a third ZONE ___________

 Subtotal ___________

 x Number of Weeks ___________

 TOTAL Enclosed ___________

$10.00
$5.00

Quabbin
❏

Suburban
❏

Hilltowns
❏

Run my ad in the
following ZONE(s):

Includes
additional words

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  QUABBIN & SUBURBAN – FRIDAY AT NOON
  HILLTOWNS – MONDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

PAGES OVER
There’s something about the feel of a printed product in your hand, and 

both college to retirement-age readers continue to choose print over digital. 
Printed articles also keep an audience engaged significantly longer 

and have more subscribers than digital publications.

PICK UP A COPY OF YOUR HOMETOWN PAPER TODAY!

12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES
Agawam Advertiser News • Barre Gazette • Country Journal • Chicopee Register • Ware River News

The Journal Register • The Ludlow Register • Quaboag Current • The Sentinel
The Holyoke Sun • Wilbraham-Hampden Times • Town Reminder

www.newspapers.turley.com

Visit us at
www.

turley
.com
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Hilltown Hiking Adventures

2 x 5.5 ft.
$49.95

3 x 6 ft.
$69.95

Celebrate Your Graduate

24 Water Street • Palmer, MA 01069
413.283.8393

Personalized, 
weather

resistant vinyl 
banner with 

grommets.

Please send your banner request to 
dsloat@turley.com

You will need to submit a high 
resolution digital image.

Please include name, theme, colors 
and contact phone number.

or CALL 413-283-8393
*Pickup at Palmer Location FREE

  Delivery/Shipping additional charge.

Congratulations
2021

DREAM • BELIEVE • SUCCEED

LUDLOW HIGH SCHOOL
Class of

2 x 8 ft.
$59.95

Other sizes
available

Please call 
for pricing.

2.5 x 3 ft.
$34.95

OLIVIA
Congratulations

Class of 2021
PALMER HIGH SCHOOL

Class of

2021

CONGRATULATIONS

Meredith
Belchertown
High School

2020
Class of 

KENDALLCongratulations

CHICOPEE HIGH SCHOOL

Helping you make this 
occasion affordable, 

we are offering the 
same pricing as

last year!

Hikers take 
‘ye trodden path’

OTIS – A group hike on Sunday May 7 of the Knox 
trail was the second half of the great Knox weekend 
with the Springfield Armory. 

Saturday, May 6, the Springfield Armory held a 
symposium with various speakers and historians in 
Springfield and Sunday they hiked the trail with Otis 
historian, Tom Ragusa. They traveled the “ye trodden 
path” Knox Trail Otis section to learn, hike and enjoy 
the history. 

They started at station #20 by two large rocks 
and stones, onto Department of Conservation and 
Recreation property in the Otis Tolland State Forest, to 
the Webster saw mill, Station #28 Great Rock a Native 
American trail marker, then the burial spot of General 
Burgoyne’s soldier in 1777, the massive walls on the 
downhill created by General Amherst’s men to repair 
the road and finally to Station #33 encampment site of 
Benjamin Wadsworth in 1694, oldest site on record on 
the banks of the Farmington River where a group of 
50 or so men camped overnight on Aug. 9 and 10 on 
their way to Albany to sign a treaty with the five Native 
American Nations. Thanks goes out to the National 
Parks Service, Springfield Armory National Historic 
Site and Tom Ragusa for putting this weekend together 
to preserve Hilltown History for all.

Hikers listen to Otis historian, Tom Ragusa, as they trek the Knox Trail section in Otis. Submitted photos

The Hilltown Hikers follow a section of the Knox Trail on 
Sunday, May 7.

This lichen covered boulder, known as “Great Rock,” was 
used as a Native American trail maker. 

Hikers pass a stream while hiking part of the Knox Trail.
This hiker stops to take a photo of the fungi growing on a 
tree.


