Success is not final, failure is not fatal: It is the courage to continue that counts.” - Winston Churchill
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HUNTINGTON

Select board explores solar arrays

By Wendy Long
Correspondent

At their Wednesday,
April 23 meeting, the
Huntington select board met
with Mathew Parent from
Onyx Solar Energy and Dan
Hovey from West Hartford
Solar to look at draft plans
for the installation of solar
arrays on town-owned prop-
erty.

Chairman Roger Booth,
members William Hathaway
and John McVeigh and
Town Administrator Jennifer
Peloquin were all present.
This concept was generated
by McVeigh, who met with
Parent and Hovey to show
them town properties. The
two presented preliminary
designs of solar fields at 8
Laurel Road, 53 Basket St.
(2 sites) and 0 Pond Brook
lot 442-49-A/D, all in
Huntington. Together, these
sites are expected to gener-
ate nearly $5 million in lease
revenue over a 20 year term.

Parent has been working
with the town of Marshfield
and city of Taunton, both in
Massachusetts. The company
does all of the maintenance
and the men said there were
no out-of-pocket costs to
the towns. “The reason why
these things exist is we have
supply issues,” Hovey said.
Companies are incentivising

Mathew Parent from Onyx Solar Energy, from left and Dan Hovey from West Hartford Solar presented
draft plans of possible solar arrays, which could be placed on town-owned land and generate lease

revenue for the town.

these leases because of the
need for power. Solar instal-
lations are easier to create
than nuclear power plants;
even so, the men said, the
townspeople would need to
support this.

Generally, the town
could expect an option for
two five-year extension leas-
es. The lifespan of solar units
today is 30 to 40 years. They
said the units are made from
recycled materials.

Hathaway pointed out
that the two proposed sites
for 53 Basket St. cannot be
utilized. This former landfill
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has been capped but is still
considered an active remedi-
ation site, Booth said. Parent
said that they often use
capped landfills in municipal
settings, but Booth explained
that the air sampling on the
site has to continue to be
sampled for some years.
Later clarified by Peloquin,
semiannual monitoring is in
place that includes ground-
water, three residential pri-
vate drinking wells, sur-
face water and landfill gas.
Without the Basket Street
site, the town’s projected
revenue over 20 years would

Turley photo by Wendy Long

drop by $976,616, but still
yield over $4 million.

The proposal also
included solar arrays for the
roofs of Gateway Regional
School and Littleville
Elementary School. Together,
these two sites are project-
ed to raise $814,703 over the
first (20-year) lease. Parent
said the company would also
put $500,000 toward the
upcoming roof repair. This
revenue might be applied to
the Gateway budget or divid-
ed between their member
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HUNTINGTON

Board discusses
Fire Chief, library

By Wendy Long
Correspondent

The Select Board dis-
cussed the warrant article
to move the Fire Chief to a
full time position.

If this passes, a special
election for a Proposition
2-Y2 override will be
needed. Jensen said he
approves of letting the
voters decide. There was
a dispute between Booth
and McVeigh on the issue
of whether or not a full
time position would have
to be posted. Booth said
it would; McVeigh said it
wasn’t a change in job, it
was a change in hours.

As the meeting con-
tinued with just the board
and Peloquin present, dis-
cussion resumed concern-
ing the Fire Chief’s posi-
tion. McVeigh read from
a letter from the Ethics
Commission that he recent-
ly received. McVeigh
said he’d been told by the
Select Board Chairman
to abstain from votes on
the Fire Chief, because
McVeigh is the Assistant
Fire Chief.

However, the letter
confirmed that McVeigh is
allowed to speak and vote
on the issue as long as it

doesn’t impact McVeigh
financially and as long
as he discloses his rela-
tionship to the voters, if
he speaks to this during
Annual Town Meeting. The
exchange between Booth
and McVeigh was, at times,
heated .

Another issue around
the fire chief’s position is
the question of whether to
designate it a “weak” or
“strong” position, as out-
lined in the Massachusetts
Municipal Association
handbook. It is believed
that Ellinger was hired
under a “strong” chief des-
ignation, meaning he has
full authority over the fire
department. The select
board may put forth a war-
rant article changing it to a
“weak” chief, meaning the
Fire Department is under
the authority of the Select
Board.

Peloquin is research-
ing the status that was
determined when Ellinger
was hired. Huntington’s
Police Chief has the
“weak” chief designation.

In previous meet-
ings, the select board had
also discussed bringing
the Fire Chief’s salary up

BOARD, page 3

MONTGOMERY

May Music in Montgomery
spans next five Thursdays

By Wendy Long
Correspondent

There are five Thursdays
in the month of May,
and each will have a stel-
lar musical performance
scheduled on the “Music in

.

4

Montgomery” calendar.
These free concerts
take place at 3 p.m. each
Thursday of the month at
Montgomery Town Hall, 161
Main Road. Opening on May
1 will be pianist, guitarist
and composer Jerry Noble,

and his wife Kara Noble,
who plays bass. The duo are
fixtures throughout Western
Massachusetts and cover a
mix of music styles.

They may be best
known for their renditions
of jazz classics that include
Fats Waller and Jelly Roll
Morton. They have been
featured for their jazz per-
formances at the infamous
Sevenars Concert Series in
Worthington. Their perfor-
mances are dubbed, “We
are the people our parents
warned us about.”

Singer, guitarist Larry
Southard returns the follow-
ing week May 8 for a range
of heart-warming and toe
tapping music. Southard is a
regular throughout Western
Massachusetts, either per-
forming solo or with other
musicians. People just never
know when he’s going to
have a couple of amazing
friends drop by. Earlier this
month, he was part of a pop-
up concert for a soft open-
ing of Papa Bob’s in Becket.
He has also performed at the
Daily Grind in Southwick,
Knox Trail Inn in Otis, and
at Chester Common Table.

BLANDFORD

By Mary Kronholm
Correspondent

There is only one con-
test on the ballot for the
Annual Town Election June
14.

Jackie Coury

The March 3 caucus
produced three nomina-
tions for the Select Board
slot: incumbent Jeff Allen,
Jackie Coury and Chris
Moylan. Allen recently
resigned from the Select
Board and indicated he does
not wish to run again. This
leaves Coury a viable and
possibly uncontested candi-
date for the seat.

Moylan did not make
the cut to be on the ballot.

June Massee
The contest on the
ballot is for the Municipal
Light Plan Board or

Broadband. Incumbent
June Massee will vie with
James Gaeta for the posi-
tion.Coury studied business
management and economics
at Sacred Heart University
in Fairfield, Connecticut
She has held various execu-
tive leadership roles in cus-
tomer service, operations
and strategic initiatives. She
spent the majority of her
career with GE Capital out
of Stamford, Connecticut.

Coury has served on
the Finance Committee
and has been instrumental
in the budget process for
the past two years. She and
her husband Tom retired
to Blandford in the fall of
2020.

Municipal Light Plant
incumbent June Massee,
has served on the MLP
board since 2018 and

is a former tax collec-
tor. She has lived in town

Ld

James Gaeta

June Massee

Town election has one contest

since 1978.

She holds a Master
Science in Business
Administration degree and
her undergraduate degree
is also Bachelor of Science
in Business Administration.
She is an Enrolled Agent
with IRS and is certified
both as Mass. Municipal
Collector and Treasurer and
is currently the Collector/
Treasurer for Pelham.

James Gaeta

James Gaeta will vie
for this position in June. He
is Head of Integrations at
HappyCo and oversees and
manages critical technology
connections between orga-
nizations, ensuring seam-
less operations across plat-
forms. HappyCo specializes
in efficiently centralizing all
phases property manage-
ment

His experience in real
estate technology and
property management
solutions have given him
the understanding of how
data-driven decisions,
automation and sustain-
able practices can reduce
waste and improve service
delivery in public utili-
ties. He holds a Bachelors
Degree from York College
in Pennsylvania.
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RUSSELL

Russell Public Library announce upcoming news and events

RUSSELL — The Russell
Public Library, 162 Main St.,
is open Monday, Wednesday
and Friday from 3-7 p.m.;
Tuesday and Thursday from
10 a.m.-2 p.m. and Saturday
from 10 a.m. -1 p.m.

The library will be
closed Saturday, May 24 and
Monday, May 26 in honor
of Memorial Day. If patrons
haven’t signed up for their
CWMARS card yet, come
to the library and staff will
get them started with online
ordering, convenient pick
up and return. It would be
appreciated if you would
complete the Library Survey.
Put it in the library drop box
or complete it online.

Tweens/Teens are invit-
ed to Game Night every
Friday. All games and snacks
will be provided, participants
are welcome to join any-
time during library hours on
Friday from 3-7 p.m.

Families are invited
to join the Russell Public
Library and the Western
Massachusetts Appalachian
Mountain Club Family
Outings Committee for
“Water Creatures in the
Stream” on Saturday, May
3 from 10:30 a.m.-12:30
p-m.. They will meet at the
Russell Public Library for
a story, then come splash in
the stream behind the library
for some outdoor spring fun.
With nets and magnifying
field microscopes, they’ll
see the water creatures up
close and personal. All chil-
dren must be accompanied
by a parent or guardian.
They should wear layers and
boots, the higher the better
for spring mud and for wad-
ing in the stream. The pro-
gram will run rain or shine.
Participants may register by
emailing rpldirector @town-
ofrussell.us, call ing413-862-

6221 and leave a message or
come in and sign up at the
Library by Thursday, May 1.

Children ages 3-9 are
invited to join Ms. Jennifer at
the library on Saturday, May
10 from 10-11 a.m. for Ooey
Gooey Slime. They will hear
a story, make slime and eat
an icky snack. Register by
email rpldirector@townof-
russell.us, call 413-862-6221
and leave a message or come
in and sign up at the library
by Thursday, May 8.

Adults on May, 10 from
11 a.m.-noon there will be
an author talk with Russell
naturalist Bill Hardy on his
self published book, “The
Naturalist.” People will learn
about Hardy’s lifelong pas-
sion for nature and wildlife.
They may register by email
rpldirector @townofrussell.
us, call 413-862-6221 and
leave a message or come in
and sign up at the library, by

Friday, May 9.

Adults: will have their
Monthly Book Club on
Tuesday, May 13 from 6-8
p.m. with the book “Braiding
Sweetgrass” by Robin Wall
Kimmerer. Books are avail-
able at the library. People
should sign up by Friday,
May 9.

The June Book Club
book will be “Thursday
Murder Club,” and will
meet on Tuesday, June 10
from 6-8 p.m. Books will be
available at the end of May.
Register by email rpldirec-
tor@townofrussell.us, call
413-862-6221 and leave a
message, or come in and sign
up at the library by Friday,
June 6.

On Tuesday, May 20
from 5:30-8 p.m. adults can
learn about the exciting
world of needle felting. They
can learn and practice new
skills while making a cute

bird ornament with Tracy
Kochanski. Participant num-
ber is limited to 15. People
may register by email rpldi-
rector @townofrussell.us, call
413-862-6221 and leave a
message,or come in and sign
up at the library by Friday,
May 16. This workshop is
free to participants. Funding
is provided by a grant from
the Russell Cultural Council
and the Mass Cultural
Council

On Saturday, May 31
from 2-4 p.m Albany author
Darryl McGrath will talk
about her new novel, “The
Message Catcher.” This is a
story of love, loss and recov-
ery that follows a young
woman’s journey through
sudden traumatic widowhood
after her husband dies sav-
ing her life during a vacation
on Cape Cod. The novel is
based on the author’s own
experience after the sudden

death of her husband. The
book draws on her experi-
ences backpacking alone on
the Appalachian Trail in the
Berkshires where she found
hope and strength to rebuild
her life after it had been
upended. Darryl McGrath is
an Albany author, journalist
and backpacker whose hus-
band, Times Union journalist
Jim McGrath, died in 2013.
People may register by email
rpldirector @townofrussell.
us, call 413-862-6221 and
leave a message or come in
and sign up at the library by
Thursday, May 29.

Technology Help ses-
sion is on Thursday, May 18
from 11 a.m.-noon. Ms. Kate
will be available to help indi-
viduals with their technology
questions. So people should
bring their phone, laptop or
tablet to learn an app and/
or get the tech support they
need.

WORTHINGTON

MONTGOMERY

Library to hold pastel workshop

WORTHINGTON -
The Worthington Library,
1 Huntington Road, will
host a pastel painting for
adults and teens 18 plus on
Saturday, May 10 from 1-3
p.m.

Award-winning pas-
tel artist Gregory John
Maichack will present “The
Seahorse” at the free pas-
tel painting workshop.
The workshop is designed
for both sheer beginners
to advanced participants.
People should either call
413-238-5565 or email

FCC holds

WORTHINGTON -
The First Congregational
Church of Worthington is
having its Annual Penny
Social and Pasta Supper
on Saturday May 17 at the
Worthington Town Hall, 160
Huntington Road.

It is a fundraiser to sup-
port the work of the church.
A delicious pasta dinner
with all the fixings will be

TheWorthingtonLibrary @
gmail.com to pre-register.
Participants at “The
Seahorse: How to Pastel
Paint,” will all draw a
seahorse or use a template
that Maichack provides
of both large and small
seahorses. They will also
create bubbles, and a tem-
plate will be provided as
well. Additionally emerald
pastel pencils will be pro-
vided for details.
Participants will keep
their 12”7 X 18” pastel
painting of their personal-

pasta supper May 17

served followed by a basket
auction. The doors open at
4 a.m. for the purchase and
distribution of the auction
tickets with dinner at 5 p.m.
and the raffle starting at
6p.m..

It is a wonderful,
multi-generational family
event. Tickets are $15 for
adults, $7.50 for children
ages 6-12 and free for chil-

CHESTER
Hamilton Memorial Library lists events

CHESTER - Story
& Fun Time meet every
Thursday at 11 a.m.

This is a great oppor-
tunity to foster a love of
reading in young patrons
while providing an oppor-
tunity for socialization
and learning new skills
through crafts and play.
The next feature film will
be on Tuesday, May 6
at 4 p.m. They will be
showing the Disney musi-
cal adventure, “Moana.”
Refreshments will be
served. RSVPs are helpful
by calling 413-354-7808.
Author Talk takes place

ized vivid seahorse. Photo
references of various pastel
seahorses are supplied for
ideas allowing unfathomable
possibilities. Maichack’s
own pastel painted seahors-
es will unveil the process.
All will be entertained by
lively anecdotes on the mys-
tery of seahorses.

This project is support-
ed in part from a grant from
the Worthington Cultural
Council, a local agency
which is supported by the
Massachusetts Cultural
Council, a state agency.

dren 5 and under. Tickets
may be purchased by either
calling Marcia Estelle at
413-238-5554 or emailing
worthingtonchurch536 @
gmail.com. People request-
ing tickets should state their
name, phone number and the
number of tickets they would
like to purchase. Tickets are
limited to 100 people, so get
them while they last.

at the Chester Town Hall.
Local author, Steven V.
Cormier will give a pre-
sentation on his new book,
“The Sacrificial Land.”
Attendees will learn local
history focused on inhabi-
tants of Knightville, Indian
Hollow and Littleville
whose land was sacrificed
for the sake of surrounding
communities and increased
harmony with the Westfield
River. RSVPs are helpful.
Chester on Track is
Saturday May 17. The
library will hold a book
and bake sale. People may
visit the library’s unique

four large glass cases of
local crystals and rocks
from local mines as well
as numerous specimens
from around the world.
Hours to be announced.
Book Club meets every
third Wednesday of the
month, May 21 at 4:30 p.m.
Participants will enjoy light
refreshments as they dis-
cuss this month’s featured
novel, “The Music Shop”
by Rachel Joyce set in 1988
London. Filled with music,
interesting characters and
even some romance, this
book is sure to please a vari-
ety of readers. Extra copies

Historical Society hosts

museum which houses are available.
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local author Robert Madison

MONTGOMERY - The
Historical Society invites the
public to a special program
on Saturday, May 10 at 2
p-m. in the Town Hall, when
local author Robert Madison,
will discuss his recent-
ly-published book “General
Washington’s Secret Armory
— Biography of Lt. Richard
Falley, Jr., Revolutionary
Soldier, Patriot & Armorer”
and the connection the town
has with the Revolutionary
War.

Montgomery was the
location of a secret armory
at the foot of Mt. Tekoa
where arms were made for
the war effort. Madison’s
book reveals the story of
Richard Falley, Jr.’s her-
itage, his exploits with the
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ROBERT R. MADISON™

militia raised at Westfield
after the battles of Lexington
and Concord, his appoint-
ment as armorer for the
Revolutionary War effort and

much more.

Recent reenactments of
the beginnings of the revo-
lution such as the battles
at Lexington and Concord
on April 19, 1775), make
Madison’s book the perfect
complement to the 250th
anniversary of the nation’s
founding. The book contains
chapters written in collab-
oration with the Westfield
Historical Commission and
Montgomery’s Historical
Society. It will be available
for sale during the May 10
program.

The program is free, but
donations will be gratefully
accepted for the Historical
Society’s Scholarship Fund.
Refreshments will be avail-
able.

from page 1

Three” are on the calendar
for May 15. Barry Searle,
guitar and vocals; Sarah
Miller, percussion and vocals
and Pete Rzasa, vocals, pedal
steel and harmonica, pres-
ent a variety of music styles.
Searle also performs with his
area band “Ravenwood” and
released “The Awakening,”
his first album of original
songs last February.

There’s no telling what
kind of music the audience
will hear on May 22, when
The Uncles take the stage.
Known for their three-part
vocal harmonies and a range
of instruments, the group
covers jazz, gospel, blues,

rock, folk, country and pop
music. The Uncles are Rob
Adams, voice and guitars;
Dennis Avery,voice and steel
guitars and John Clark, voice
and bass.

Ed Bentley & Friends-
also known as “men of
a certain age” will close
the month on May 29. The
ensemble is likely to include
Jane Martin Pelletiere and
Ron Campagna, but are
often joined by surprise
guests. They regularly head-
line at the Daily Grind in
Southwick, the Southwick
Inn, Shortstop Bar & Grill
and open mics at Bright
Ideas Brewing in Westfield.

This series is co-hosted
by the Montgomery Public
Library and by Gray Catbird
Pottery Studio. Attendees
are invited to bring baked
goods to share. Donations
are accepted for the refresh-
ments, with money split
between the Montgomery
Volunteer Firemen’s
Association and the Town
Library. Donations are also
accepted to tip and thank the
fabulous musicians who per-
form each week.

This event is open to all
who are interested. For more
information, people may call
Dale Rogers at 413-875-
5205.
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......... 7-Night Bermuda Cruise....... from $1699

May 23

June 10-12....Hampton Beach Getaway .............. $529
June 28......... Boston Harbor Lunch Cruise.......... $175
July 12.......... Escape to Rockport.......................... $110
July 26........ Perkins Cove for a Day.................. $110

Gelawrays!

For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357
or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com




Country Journal e Thursday, May 1, 2025

page 3

BECKET

Mother’s
Day plant
sale held
May 10

BECKET - A
Mother’s Day plant sale
will be held on Saturday,
May 10 from 9 a.m.-3
p-m. or until sold out at
the Guild Hall on YMCA
Road.

People should come
early for the best selec-
tion. There will be hang-
ing baskets, patio pots,
and bedding plants avail-
able. Sales will benefit
the First Congregational
Church of Becket resto-
ration efforts.

People may call 413-
623-8300 if they want to

reserve plants.

ARTIST ISABEL MARGOLIN TO TALK AT ART GENTER

The Becket Arts Center, 7 Brooker Hill Road, will present a
talk and demonstration by artist Isabel Margolin on Thursday,
May 8 from 5 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. A member of the New England
Mosaic Society, Margolin will lead the audience in the hands-
on creation of a collaborative mosaic, which will be auctioned
off for the benefit of the BAC. Materials will be provided. The
event is free for members and $5 donation for non-members.
Visit becketartscenter.org for more information. Submitted photo

HUNT]

HILLTOWNS

MassDOT lists I-90 bridge work

The Massachusetts
Department of
Transportation announces
bridge work on 190 east-
bound and westbound
from mile marker 35.5 to
36.5 in Montgomery and
Russell.

The work is scheduled
now through Thursday
night, May 1 taking place
nightly from 7 p.m.-5:30
a.m. the following morn-
ing, ending Friday morn-
ing, May 2 at 5:30 a.m.
The work will require lane
closures in both directions
each night to allow crews
to safely complete bridge
construction work.

There will be con-
current traffic impacts
on Route 20 eastbound
and westbound below the
bridge, from mile markers
49.0 to mile marker 49.5
(approximately from the

INGTON

Westfield/Russell town
line to a point 0.5 miles
west of the town line). An
alternating one-lane traffic
pattern will be conducted
by police details during
nighttime hours, with
occasional stoppages of
traffic in both directions as
required.

Vehicles with widths
greater than 11 feet will
be unable to travel on
[-90 westbound between
exits 41 and 10. The width
restriction will have no
effect on passenger vehi-
cles or most other traf-
fic. This width restriction
will remain in place for
approximately two months.

Appropriate signage,
law enforcement details
and advanced message
boards will be in place to
guide drivers through the
work area. Drivers travel-

ing through the affected
areas should expect delays,
reduce speed, and use cau-
tion. All scheduled work
is weather dependent and
subject to change without
notice.

For more information
on traffic conditions, trav-
elers are encouraged to:
Download the Mass511
mobile app or visit www.
massS511.com to view live
cameras, travel times,
realtime traffic conditions
and project information
before setting out on the
road. Users can subscribe
to receive text and email
alerts for traffic condi-
tions. Dial 511 and select
a route to hear realtime
conditions. Follow @
MassDOT on X, former-
ly known as Twitter, to
receive regular updates on
road and traffic conditions.

BOARD
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to be fairer with the hours
he was putting in, even
though they would not sup-
port the full time position.
With the 2% increase being
given to most town employ-
ees, the fire chief’s salary
would increase to $23,460.
However, the Board had pre-
viously discussed bumping
the salary up between $3,000
and $17,000 to better reflect
the hours Ellinger has been
putting in on fire calls and
newly mandated reporting.
Hathaway said he should get
the same raise as everyone
else, although a few other
employees are also being
bumped up in this budget.
Booth suggested going to
$26,000 and at least meet-
ing the $3,000 increase they
had agreed on previously.
Following a back and forth,
they settled on $24,500 for
the Fire Chief’s Fiscal Year
2026 salary.

Weather station

Highway Superintendent
Brad Curry and Emergency
Management Director John
Garriepy proposed a weath-
er station be installed at the
intersection of Route 66 and
County Road. This would
measure things like snow
depth, temperature, wind
speed and record traffic at
that site. Curry said it would

John Garriepy sug-
gested the funding could
come through the emergen-
cy management budget; he
currently receives a $2,600
grant that could be applied
toward this, although there
is never a guarantee that the
grant would be sustained
over time. They have looked
at one device that would cost
$3,650 per year with a pro-
jected 5% increase annual-
ly. Booth said he would like
them to look at other units
with more favorable pricing.

Library

The board met with
library and finance commit-
tee representatives to look
at the anticipated Municipal
Appropriation Requirement,
which will change in time
due to an increase this year
in the Library Director’s
weekly hours. This statute
specifies the minimum fund-
ing that a town must pro-
vide to its library in order to
remain eligible for State Aid
to Public Libraries. Part of
Massachusetts General Law,
it is calculated based on the
average of the three previous
years of town support to the
library, plus 2.5%.

Library Director
Amanda Loiselle has calcu-
lated the MAR out for four
years, when it bumps up sig-

Community

gardening project

Erica Wells proposed
a raised bed communi-
ty gardening project on the
town land that was the site
of the former Murrayfield
Elementary School. Her plan
is to fundraise for the proj-
ect costs and open the raised
beds to community groups.
McVeigh expressed concerns
about vandalism, in light
of repeated damage to the
playground on Petis Field.
However, the library has
exterior cameras that could
be on the gardening site.
This was also unanimously
approved.

Finance Committee

Two finance committee
members-Eric Jensen and
Andre Alguero-met to review
the current draft of the FY
26 town budget. They said
that the Finance Committee
has not been able to reach
a quorum in two months
and they do not anticipate
being able to do so before
the Annual Town Meeting.
As such, Booth said the
Finance Committee would
not sit up front at Annual
Town Meeting, nor make
recommendations as voters
move through the town bud-
get. However, each would be

Town election set for May 10

HUNTINGTON - The
Annual Town Election at
Stanton Hall, 26 Russell
Road, will be held on
Saturday, May 10 from 10
a.m.-2 p.m. in Stanton Hall,
26 Russell Road.

The nominees are
as follows: for Board of
Selectmen, Roger Booth,
Jr;  Board of Health,
Kathleen Peterson; Board
of Assessors, Roxanne

SOLAR ARRAYS

Pin; Water and Sewer
Commission, Sue Fopiano;
Regional School Committee
(three year), PeggyAnn
Dragon-Blumenthal;
Regional School Committee
(one year), Brianna Sloane;
Tree Warden, Henry Sarafin;
Moderator, George Peterson;
Trustee: Alphonso Pettis
Fund, Alicia Hackerson;
Constable, James Helems;
Trustee: Huntington Library,

Erica Wells and Trustee:
Whiting Street Fund, no
nominee.

For residents of
Huntington not already reg-
istered to vote, the last day
to register already passed.
It was April 30. For more
information, people may
call the Town Clerk at 413-
512-5209 or visit the town
website at www.huntington-
ma.us.

from page 1

towns. While either option
would save the towns
money, it is not clear who
might benefit from these
funds and further clarity
needs to be sought.

Next steps will include

a presentation to the
Gateway Regional School
Committee, as well as
talking with the Planning
and Zoning Boards. If
all parties are in favor,
an Request for Proposal

would then need to go out.
Parent said the RFP need-
ed to be written carefully.
“You don’t always want the
winning criteria to be the
cheapest to build,” Parent
said.

BUSINESS

DIRECTORY

George

v PROPANE InC.

PROPANE GAS
PLUMBING * HEATING

(413) 268-8360

Paul’s

Plumbing & Heating

be helpful for the highway
department, based down-
town, to be able to monitor
snowfall at this higher ele-
vation and said the towns of
Otis, Granville, Tolland and
New Marlborough all have
these.

Police Chief Robert
Garriepy has expressed inter-
est as he could potentially
be able to ID a suspect driv-
ing in that area. Fire Chief
Joshua Ellinger had also
reportedly expressed inter-
est in the wind speed and
direction data for use in fire-
fighting. The device would
be linked to officials’ phones
and also to communities
around Huntington.

nificantly. The trustees are
looking at several options to
reduce this impact. Trustee
Karen Wittshirk said that
if the town is having deep
financial issues when this
bump occurs, they might
be able to get a waiver.
But they can also lessen
this impact if they are able
to secure $8,000 in fund-
ing this year through other
sources beyond the town
budget, such as the Friends
of the Library, Petis Fund
or Carmel Fund. For this to
work, the accountant has to
lower the books and materi-
als line of the town budget
by $8,000 this year, which
was moved and approved.

welcome to speak as individ-
ual voters during the meet-
ing. Booth also invited them
to comment or question any-
thing in the current version.

Other business

They also reviewed the
capital requests for the war-
rant. Free cash has still not
been certified. A new roof
for the salt shed will be debt
excluded. Several items
need firmer numbers. A
request for a new Highway
Department dump truck was
not supported by the board.
The Select Board has opted
to hold another extra meeting
on Wednesday, April 30 at
4 p.m.

Read or subscribe to the Country Journal online at
www.countryjournal.turley.com
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SOCIAL SECURITY

THatters

By Russell Gloor

Please clear up our

confusion about our
Social Security payments

Dear Rusty:

I am thoroughly con-
fused.

What do I need to
do to continue receiving
automatic Social Security
deposits to my bank
account and maintain our
Medicare and Supplement
health insurance? My wife
has received her SS depos-
it regularly on the thirrd
Wednesday each month
with automatic bank depos-
it for many years. I have
received my SS depos-
it regularly the fourth
Wednesday each month
with automatic bank depos-
it also for many years. Can
you please tell me what to
do to continue receiving
these automatic deposits?

First, I hear that we do
not need to do anything.
Then I hear that we must
show up in person at our
local SS office to visual-
ly confirm our identity. We
live 100 miles away from
our only SS office and
apparently, they don’t take
walk-ins. Next, I hear that
we must contact the SS
on the internet and answer
their questions in order
to continue receiving our
checks. I am totally con-
fused and don’t know what
to do and we don’t want to
miss our checks or have our
Medicare and supplemental
insurance cancelled. Can
you please help us?

Signed:
Confused in Hawaii

Dear Confused:

I know there have been
a lot of news media reports
and articles written on the
recent changes announced
by the Social Security
Administration with respect
to a need to confirm one’s
identity in-person. Allow
me to set you mind at ease
because, from what you
have described that you are
already receiving Social
Security benefits and
Medicare insurance, you do
not need to do anything to
have your Social Security
benefits and your Medicare
insurance continue with-
out interruption and that
includes your wife as well.

That which has been
reported in the media is
sometimes misleading

or misinformed, but here
at the AMA Foundation’s
Social Security Advisory
Service we are watching
these events very close-
ly and can assure you that
your regular benefits will
continue uninterrupted. The
only people who may be
affected by the SSA’s new
processes are those who
are applying for Social
Security for the first time or
those who need to change
where their monthly ben-
efit is deposited. In those
cases, the SSA is being
very careful that no fraud is
being attempted and, thus,
the reason for a possible
in-person SSA office visit,
but only in those specific
unique circumstances. But
for you and your wife, it
will continue to be “busi-
ness as usual” and you
will see no interruption in
either your monthly Social
Security benefit nor in your
usual Medicare coverage
and supplement. You don’t
need to do anything to have
all your benefits continue.

So, please relax and
do not worry. And rest
assured that here at the
AMAC Foundation we are
watching all events occur-
ring in Washington, D.C.,
especially those relat-
ed to Social Security and
Medicare, and will prompt-
ly inform our members
of anything which affects
them.

The Association
Mature Citizens
Foundation and its staff
are not affiliated with or
endorsed by the Social
Security Administration
or any other governmen-
tal entity. This article is
intended for informa-
tion purposes and does
not represent legal or
financial guidance. It
presents the opinions
and interpretations of
the Association Mature
Citizens Foundation’s
staff, trained and accredit-
ed by the National Social
Security Association To
submit a question, visit
amacfoundation.org/pro-
grams/social-security-advi-
sory or email us at ssadvi-
sor@amacfoundation.org.
Russell Gloor is a Social
Security advisor for AMAC.

Corrections policy

If you notice a factual error in our pages,
please let us know, so that we can set the record
straight. Email information to countryjournal @
turley.com, or call us at 413-283-8393.

Corrections will be printed in the same section
where the error originally occurred.
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Reader says need to follow our constitution

Remember the glass
balls with the farm scene
inside.... turn it upside
down and there is a blizzard
hiding the farm?

Looking out the win-
dow here at our country,
all I can see is the blizzard.
Economic shocks, constitu-
tional shocks, social shocks,
environmental shocks, are

GUEST COLUMN

all aimed towards an end of
dismembering any part of
our democracy incompati-
ble with strong man rule.
We are upside down
and the blinding assault
from the authoritative
right, disorients and con-
fuses resistance. Still most
of your unhappy readers
would agree that we need to

get our constitution up and
running again and defend
the rule of law.

Failing to do so, will
reveal, as the blizzard of
the first hundred days of the
Trump rule settles, a disfig-
ured democracy.

Thank you,

Richard Mansfield
Worthington

The Garden Nag

don’t know about

Iyou, but the
garden can

sometimes be

a nag. You

walk by, and it

says, “I need

to be pruned,”

or maybe “Get

rid of the leaves

around my

stems!” or how

about “Stake me

up, I'm sick of having

my nose in the dirt.”

Yes, a nag alright.

I pass by some plants on
my way to the garage and
they are on my case. Same
goes with the path to the
chicken coop. Herbs, mostly,
and they are begging for my
attention.

Read on about what I
need to do when I get to it!

These herbs, or “useful
plants” are only a handful
of years old, but admitted-
ly, they have become a bit
uncivilized. The mints have
run amok, and the sage and
lavenders have lost their
youthful vigor.

Meanwhile the antique
roses decided to make a run
for it. It’s time I show this
garden who’s boss.

Starting with the spear-
mint that has intermingled
with the horseradish, orega-
no and chives. Reigning this
plant in will be an enjoyable
job. Rather than take my
own advice and sink a bot-
tomless pot around a chosen
clump, I will allow the mint
to meander into two parts of
the bed and will yank up the
rest.

I have a feeling I'll be
revisiting this job before
summer’s end.

Both the sage and laven-
ders had grown tired. They
are in the mint family as
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well,
but their habit of growth

is more like that of
shrubs. Without rejuvena-
tion, their stems get woody
and gangly.

The sage is about to
flower, so other than remov-
ing any obviously dead
branches, I will come back
in late June to tackle the rest
of the rejuvenation. The lav-
enders have begun to show
signs of life, so that I can
prune now.

I may end up sacrificing
a few blooms, but I think it
will be worth it. I will cut
deep within the plant to the
first sign of fresh young
growth. An application of
fertilizer and lime and some
extra water over the next
couple of weeks will result
in spry plants once more.

I was fortunate enough
to have successfully moved
an apothecary rose from my
parent’s garden to my for-
mer house and now to this
present-day landscape. They
sucker “wonderfully,” that is,
depending on where they are
planted and who you ask!

On a hedge or banking,
this habit would be wel-
comed. In my garden bed,
it isn’t always, especially
when thorny shoots must be
weeded out of neighboring
plants, in my case, a bed of
iris. Ouch!

I’'ll use the loppers for
this task, cutting back
the shoots that had
invaded foreign
territory. With
hand clippers
I removed
dead twigs,
cut back
weak growth
to a strong point on
the stem and redi-
rected inward growth
to an outward facing
bud.

The rose will look great
and in a little more than a
month will be full of those
beautiful pink and oh so fra-
grant blossoms.

Now, last but not least...
the weeds. According to my
personal dictionary of horti-
culture terms, a weed is sim-
ply a plant that is growing
out of place.

The anise hyssop is a
weed, as wonderful and fra-
grant as it is, when it volun-
teers itself out of bounds. It
used to drive me crazy weed-
ing. I had to save everything
and plant it somewhere else.

Now I consider such
weeds a gift to my compost
pile when I have no room or
no “takers.”

Hard work, yes, but it’1l
be worth it! Now a trip to
the garage or the chicken
coop can be pleasurable once
more.

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge
School of Agriculture at the
University of Massachusetts.
For 33 years she has held the
position of staff horticultur-
ist at Old Sturbridge Village.
She enjoys growing food
as well as flowers. Have a
question for her? Email it to
pouimette @turley.com with
“Gardening Question” in
the subject line.

Country Journal welcomes Election letters to the editor

The Country Journal welcomes
readers to participate in this year’s
election campaigns by writing letters
to the editor for publication on these
pages. Letters of up to 250 words
from local residents endorsing can-
didates on the ballot or discussing
campaign issues should be sent to
The Country Journal, care of Turley
Publications, 24 Water St.,
MA 01069, faxed to 413-289-1977
or emailed to countryjournal @turley.

Call to place your
classified ad:

Palmer,

& Vacation Rentals

* Help Wanted: Part Time & Full Time

Career Opportunities

com. Please include a daytime tele-
phone number for verification pur-
poses (it will not be printed). Letters
must be received by noon Friday
to be considered for the following
Thursday’s newspaper. No attack let-
ters will be printed. No letters written
by candidates supporting their own
candidacy will be printed. If the vol-
ume of letters received is larger than
the space available in the newspaper,
or if the letters become repetitive, the

413-283-8393

* Check Out Our For Sale, Services,
Pets and Other Classifieds

* Real Estate: For Sale, For Rent

newspaper reserves the right to print
a representative sample. No endorse-
ment letters will be printed in the last
edition before the election. For more
information, call 413-283-8393.

Campaign news
As part of its election cover-
age, the newspaper plans to print
stories about contested races for
Congress, state Senate, state House,
district attorney and Governor’s

=bestar
CLASSIFIEDS

TURLEY PUBLICATIONS, INC.

Council during the weeks leading
up to the election, as well as a ques-
tion-and-answer voters guide. In
order to ensure fairness to all candi-
dates, no political press releases will

be printed, nor will reporters cover

Reaching readers in

50 local communities every week.
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political rallies or fundraisers.

Candidates who wish to further
publicize their candidacy, beliefs and
events may contact advertising, 413-
283-8393 about paid advertising in
The Country Journal.
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OPINION

By Deborah Daniels
Correspondent

re you in need of
some relaxation, but
with a hint of edge to

it?

Then people should ry
marbles, play the game of
marbles. It takes skill and a
bit of shooting accuracy, but
no heavy physical demands
on your body. Skip the mar-
athon running and practice
shooting marbles, everyone
can do it.

In fact with practice ,
ages 7-14 may just have time
to qualify for the National
Marble Tournament played
in Wildwood, New Jersey in
June. It has been held every
year since 1922, where 1,200
games are played over four
days.

The official game is
Ringer, originally called
Ringtaw. This game involves
contestants to shoot one of
the 13 marbles placed in the
center of a circle out of the
ring while leaving their shoot-
er inside the circle. Once the
shooter leaves the circle, their
turn is over. Whoever knocks
the most marbles out of the
ring is the winner.

There is another game
called marble golf where
players try to shoot the
marbles in a circle into a
smaller circle in the middle
without their shooter leav-
ing the inside of the circle.
Football Marble is a game
that involves lining up mar-
bles along a center line drawn
inside a football shaped cir-
cle. The goal is to shoot the
marbles off the center line
with the shooter located out-
side the football shape a foot
or more away. The games are
simple, but challenging and
fun and there are no club fees.

To get good you need to
play a lot. The players in the
tournament may be young,
but they are marble sharks.

Marbles were found in
King Tut’s tomb in Egypt
and they have been found in
native American camp sites.
Military men during WWII
played marbles. Marble afi-
cionados share a language
all their own. This is a game
that can be played anywhere
either alone or with others
with 15 to 30 marbles. It can’t
cure our political woes but it
goes a long way to entertain-
ing us in these trying times.

To shot a marble, form

form a pocket with your first
finger and thumb, then flick
your thumb to send the mar-
ble on a mission. Players can
also place your marble on the
ground and flick it with their
first finger, whatever it takes
to get it rolling towards a tar-
get.

Marble players are
known as mibsters and they
play with a mib or marble in
the marble lingo. They call
a game fairsie if at the end
they return all the mibs to the
original owner and a keep-
sie when they keep the mibs
they have won at the end of
the game. One other import-
ant term is the taw line which
is the Marbles were hand
made of clay beginning in the
1840s. They also were made
of china, porcelain, agate
stone and glass. Early tan, red
and brown clay marbles were
produced in Ohio and were
called commies, which stood
for common children marbles.

Mass production was
made possible in 1884 by
Samuel Dyke of Akron,
Ohio. He designed a wooden
block with six grooves that
each held a lump of clay. A
wooden paddle would be
rolled over the clay lumps
until six balls were formed.
It was like rolling dough for
cookies only it was done with
a mold. The factory grew to
350 employees that cranked
out one million marbles per
day.

The price of marbles
dropped to one penny for a
bag of 30 clay marbles. Not a
bad price for a bag of aggies
to amuse children.

James Leighton, a master
glass maker developed a mold
on a pair of tongs in 1891
that made a smooth marble
of glass with only one pon-
til mark (rough spot on the
glass where it was removed
from the punty or glass blow-
ing rod. Germans had begun
making glass marbles just
prior to this.

Glass became the stan-
dard material for marbles.
Glass marble making involves
heating sand, soda ash and
lime in a hot furnace for as
long as 28 hours and a careful
cooling process called anneal-
ing where great caution is
taken not to hasten the cool-
ing process to avoid cracking
the glass. Marble production
was further refined by M. F.
Christensen, a Danish immi-
grant in Akron, Ohio, who

HILLTOWN HISTORY
Have fun playing and collecting marbles

invented a screw conveyor
machine that had two grooved
cylinders that spun next to
each other. A slug of molten
glass was placed between
the cylinders on one end and
gradually molded into a ball
by the rolling grooves as it
went down the cylinder. The
company was already mak-
ing steel ball bearings, so
the technology was adapted
to glass. This method is still
used today to make marbles.

Marble manufacturing
continued this way until the
1950s when Japan introduced
the cat’s eye marbles. This
is where ribbons of colored
glass were blended in a clear
glass base. Many manufac-
turers jumped into making
marbles in the early 1900s.
The swirls of color in mar-
bles are made by mixing 2
or more glass colors in a sin-
gle batch in the furnace with
temperatures of 2,300 degrees
Fahrenheit. Each color has a
different density so they do
not melt together but create
stratas of different color giv-
ing the marbles their unique
swirls of color. The heyday of
marble game playing is said
to be the 1930s through to the
1950s.

There are many varieties
in marble designs. Lutz mar-
bles have copper metal inclu-
sions in the glass that shine
and glitter like gold. There
are marbles with hot rod
flames, finger-like points in
the glass that resemble flame
tips. Guinea marbles have the
color of guinea fowl, flecks of
red, black and orange colors.

The Peltier Glass Co. in
Ottawa, Illinois made marbles
with comic strip characters
like Betty Boop and Andy
Gump molded into the glass.
Moon or moonies are mar-
bles with a single translucent
color and cyclone marbles
have spirals of color inside
the glass. The blades of color
or “vanes” as marble makers
call them make beautiful pat-
terns in the glass.

There are many collec-
tors, who are searching for
rare and old marbles that
command prices upwards
of $300 per marble at auc-
tion. Many marble collec-
tions should not be dismissed
as junk. There are fine arts
craftsmen, such as those in
Shelburne Falls, who make
artistic glass marbles today.
The Klutz book of marbles
gives the rules to many mar-

Most game marbles are 5/8 inch in size, photo

showing a marble size chart.
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WWII soldiers enjoy a game of marbles.
Submitted photos

A clay marble, a steel ball bearing marble and a
stone marble among blue marbles belonging to
a collector friend.

ble games such as dropsies,
potsies, tic-tac-toe, poison
ring and others for those who
need a primer.

Do enjoy a game espe-
cially as summer approaches
and people gather for family
picnics and get togethers. A
game of marbles is the perfect
ice breaker for mixing with
long lost relatives. People,
who inherit a collection of
marbles, should check the
web site Old Rare Marbles
to learn their value. Do not
have them polished because
most collectors like wear. but
they disapprove of polishing
them. So find some marbles
and start playing.

SCHOOLS & YOUTH

Cat’s eye marbles with vanes of color in clear
glass. Photos taken from Wikipedia.
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A Marble Tournament is held every year in Wildwood, New Jersey.

Andreana
Nop elected
into Phi
Kappa Phi

BATON ROUGE,
LA - Andreana Nop of
Westfield was recently
elected to membership
into The Honor Society
of Phi Kappa Phi, the
nation’s oldest and most
selective all-discipline
collegiate honor soci-
ety, at Framingham State
University.

Nop is among
approximately 20,000
students, faculty, profes-
sional staff and alumni
to be initiated into Phi
Kappa Phi each year.
Membership is by invi-
tation only and requires
nomination and approv-
al by a chapter. Only the
top 10% of seniors and
7.5% of juniors are eli-
gible for membership.
Graduate students in the
top 10% of the number of
candidates for graduate
degrees may also qualify,
as do faculty, profession-
al staff and alumni who
have achieved scholarly
distinction.

‘Flying and Flourishing’ mural ribbon cutting May 2

PITTSFIELD - The
Pittsfield Let It Shine!
Public Art Partnership,
under the direction of Artist
in Residence Huck Elling,
worked with students at
Pittsfield High School to paint
a mural entitled “Flying and
Flourishing.”

This vibrant work of
art is installed at Burbank
Place, joining their previ-
ous tile mural, “Shapes of
Togetherness.” The public is
invited to the unveiling and
ribbon-cutting ceremony for
the new work on Friday, May
2 at 6 p.m., as part of First
Fridays at Five.

The students chose to
continue transforming the
previously selected location
of Burbank Place, harness-
ing the artistic momentum to
bring meaningful color and
vibrancy to a spot they feel
is too frequently described
as dreary or graffiti-filled. As
part of Let It Shine’s ongoing
initiative to connect students
with local artists, the group
met twice a week to concep-
tualize and design the mural
under the guidance of Artist
in Residence Huck Elling and
Sophie Possick, a first-year
student from Williams College
serving as a Public Art Intern.

students.

As a Public Art Intern,
Possick listened to the stu-
dents’ ideas and drew up
sketches to bring their plans
to life. “The students want-
ed to keep bringing light to
this space and immediately
knew they wanted to incor-
porate flowers and bugs into
their designs,” said Possick.
“Watching the students go

This is one of the murals painted by Pittsfield High School

Photo by Huck Elling

from talking to sketching to a
final product was a wonder-
ful experience. I'm so grate-
ful that I got the opportunity
to serve as a vehicle for the
students to bounce ideas off
of and that I got to know and
spend time with all of them.”
Many students returned to
the project, eager to continue
their work with Let It Shine.

Among them was Kenny
Davis, a 12th-grade student,
who shared, “We wanted to
concentrate our energy in
one space to create a bigger
impact. By focusing on this
spot, we achieved something
truly special.”

Catherine Hennessey, a
9th-grade participant, high-
lighted the mural’s thematic
focus: “By choosing flow-
ers and bugs, we’re literally
bringing life to this space.
The alleyway is dark, and real
flowers can’t grow there-but
now they can through our art.”

The mission of Let It
Shine! is centered on making
art accessible to everyone, fos-
tering confidence in Pittsfield,
and strengthening connections
between residents and their
downtown. The Let It Shine!
Public Art Partnership is a
collective of Pittsfield-based
community members, includ-
ing Downtown Pittsfield, Inc./
Downtown Pittsfield Cultural
Association (fiscal agent),
the City of Pittsfield’s Office
of Cultural Development,
Pittsfield Artists in Residence
Huck Elling and Jesse Tobin
McCauley, and the Mill Town
Foundation.

Let It Shine! is continu-
ing its mentoring program

in Pittsfield Public Schools
near downtown this year. The
program aims to educate and
inspire young artists while
strengthening connections
between youth and downtown,
contributing to economic and
community well-being. Local
youth participate in public art
projects exploring activism,
environmentalism, and entre-
preneurship.

Let It Shine! express-
es gratitude for support
from its major sponsors:
Mill Town Foundation,
Lee Bank, Feigenbaum
Foundation, TDI Local fund-
ing from MassDevelopment’s
Transformative Development
Initiative, and the Pittsfield
Cultural Council.

Special appreciation is
given to NBT Bank for their
support and to Rich Altman
and Adam Hersch of Cavalier
Central Block, LLC, for their
generous contribution to this
project.

For more information
on the Pittsfield Let It Shine!
Public Art Partnership, people
may email Artist in Residence
Huck Elling at huckelling@
gmail.com or call the city of
Pittsfield’s Office of Cultural
Development at 413-499-
9348.
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DEATH NOTICES
James B. Lagoy, 80
WORTHINGTON - Jim was born License. He was children. LAGOY, JAMES B.

James B. Lagoy, 80, passed
away on Thursday, April 17,
2025.

Jim is survived by his
wife Linda; sons: Matthew
(Ann), Timothy (Carrie)
and Christopher (Jennifer);
grandchildren Brandon,
Dillon, Danae, Dustin and
Wyatt; great-granddaugh-
ters Abigail and Molly
and his brother Edward
(Barbara) and sisters,
Theresa and Claire. He was
predeceased by siblings
Leonard, Mary, Lillian,
Jean, Annie, Rita and John.

Grace M. Wheeler, 92,
previously of Huntington,
passed away on April 24,
2025 just four weeks after
losing Neil, her beloved hus-
band of 73 years.

Grace was born in
Chester on July 26, 1932
to Guy and Cora (Daniels)
Barr. She grew up in the hill-
towns, married Neil in 1952
and raised her family in
Huntington. Grace and Neil
were also foster parents, who
opened their home to chil-
dren in need.

Grace owned and operat-
ed The River Breeze Antique
shop for many years. She
served on the editorial board
of Stonewalls Magazine and
served on the Huntington
Historical Society. She
served as American Legion

in Westfield on
May 3, 1944. He
was the son of
the late Gilbert
and Clara Lagoy
of Huntington.
Jim graduated
from Huntington
High School
and went on
to a post graduate electri-
cal vocational school. He
worked for an electrical
contractor, ML Schmitt,
for many years, eventually
opening his own electrical
business with his Masters

the Electrical
Inspector for
the town of
Worthington for
numerous years.
After retire-
ment he and his
wife traveled
often with their
best trip being
a month in Alaska. Jim
enjoyed hunting, which
took him on many trips with
friends to other states, clas-
sic cars and fishing; espe-
cially ice-fishing, where he
took his children and grand-

Grace M. Wheeler, 92

Auxiliary District
2 Director and
was active in the
Norwich Hill
Congregational
Church and
the Huntington
Federated Church
and Ladies Aid
Club.

Grace was a
dedicated historian and gene-
alogist and traced her family
heritage back to the 1500s.
She also helped many people
around the country research
their own family ancestry.
She loved crafting, garden-
ing, and making beautiful
greeting cards. Grace enjoyed
long car trips with her hus-
band, Neil. More than any-
thing, Grace loved large fam-
ily get-togethers and taking

care of her home
and family.

Grace was
predeceased
by her husband
Neil, brother Earl
Barr Jr. and sis-
ters Lillian St.
Germain, Doris
Olds and Eunice
Kondrat.

Grace is survived by
her children, Neil Wheeler
Jr. and his wife Pat; Gary
Wheeler and his wife Mary;
Marie Pease and her husband
Tim; Laurie O’Brien and
her husband Clyde and Bill
Wheeler; seven grandchil-
dren and 13 great grandchil-
dren; brother-in-law Robert
Burkholder and his wife
Mary, sister-in law Janice
Wheeler, brother-in-law Tony

Calling hours will
be on Friday, May 9 from
4-7 p.m. at the Graham
Hilltown Community
Funeral Home at 27 Russell
Road in Huntington. A
funeral service will be
held on Saturday, May 10
at 10 a.m. at Our Lady of
the Hills Church at 173
Main St. in Haydenville.
Burial will follow the
church service in the North
Cemetery on Cold Street
in Worthington. Memorial
contributions may be sent to
the charity of one’s choice.

Anziano and sister-in-law
Janice Wheeler and many
nieces, nephews, and dear
friends.

Her family would like
to thank the staff of the
Craneville Place Nursing
Home for their compassion-
ate, loving care of both Grace
and Neil.

Grace’s funeral ser-
vice will be held with
Neil’s. Calling hours will
be on Saturday, May 3 from
10-11 a.m. at Firtion-Adams
Funeral Home in Westfield
with funeral service to follow.

Donations in Grace’s
memory may be sent to
The Huntington Historical
Society c/o David Norton,
P.O. Box 373, Huntington
MA 01050. www.firtionad-
ams.com.

FLORENCE

Died April 17, 2025
Calling hours May 9 from 4-7 p.m.
Graham Hilltown Community Funeral Home,
Huntington
Funeral Service May 10 at 10 a.m.
Our Lady of the Hills Church, Haydenville
Burial to follow in North Cemetery, Worthington

WHEELER, GRACE M. (BARR)

Died April 24, 2025
Calling hour May 3 from 10-11 a.m.
at Firtion-Adams Funeral Home, Westfield
Funeral Service May 4 with Neil's following calling hour
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Florence Bank supports neighborhood rebuild event

FLORENCE - The
Florence Bank supports
Revitalize CDC’s 2025
#GreenNFit Neighborhood
Rebuild event with a
$10,000 Block Sponsorship
and a record number of bank
volunteers, who provided a
hand on Saturday, April 26
from 8 a.m.-1 p.m.

For several years, the
bank and its employees have
supported the organization
and its mission to improve
homes, neighborhoods and
lives through preservation,
education and communi-
ty involvement. Joe Kulig,
vice president / commercial
loan officer and a Revitalize

CDC board member for over
25 years and Nikki Gleason,
vice president / manager of
the West Springfield branch,
were house captains for the
bank’s project, inspiring
other bank employees to
take part.

During #GreenNFit
this year, roughly 800-
1,000 community volunteers
made critical repairs and
modifications to the homes
of roughly 15-20 low-in-
come families with chil-
dren, elderly, military vet-
erans or people with special
needs in the Calhoun Park
area of Springfield’s North
End. Fifteen Florence Bank

employees took part. Work
included yard clean-up,
exterior painting and fixing
decks and stairs. Springfield
Mayor Domenic Sarno, city
councilors and state legisla-
tors were expected to also be
involved.

“This year will be one
of the largest turnouts from
the bank perspective,” Kulig
said. “It’s gotten a lot of
attention internally in past
years when volunteers come
back to the bank and tell
people about it. It drives
interest, and that’s why our
numbers are growing.”

Gleason, a house cap-
tain for the event since 2016,

said, “We’re all happy to
be part of something that
improves the neighborhood.
It’s an infectious good feel-
ing with a positive effect on
the whole neighborhood,
and it helps raise awareness
about the organization.”
Revitalize CDC was
founded in 1992 as an
all-volunteer agency that
raised roughly $40,000 each
year and assisted about five
families annually. Today, it
serves over 800 families a
year with a $5 million annu-
al budget. Revitalize CDC
serves Hampden, Hampshire
and Franklin counties,
with its primary reach in

GOSHEN

Holyoke, Chicopee and
Springfield.

The goal of #GreenNFit
is to make homes more ener-
gy efficient, safe, healthy
and aesthetically pleasing.

“We are very grateful
for the support of Florence
Bank and appreciate the
show of support from its
leaders and employees,”
said Colleen Shanley-
Loveless, president and
CEO of Revitalize CDC in
Springfield. “Florence Bank
knows and values the com-
munity and the nonprofit
organizations that support it.
Consistently, they step up as
a good neighbor.”

Florence Bank President
and CEO Matt Garrity said,
“We are pleased to be able
to support Revitalize CDC
in its efforts to keep peo-
ple safe in their homes. I'm
proud of our employees who
get out there and help.”

Florence Bank is a
mutual savings bank char-
tered in 1873. Currently,
the bank serves the Pioneer
Valley through 12 full-ser-
vice branch locations in
Florence, Northampton,
Easthampton, Williamsburg,
Amherst, Hadley,
Belchertown, Granby,
Chicopee, West Springfield
and Springfield.

Town Clerk lists election and town meeting information

GOSHEN - The Annual
Town Election will be held
on Saturday, June 7 from 9
a.m.-1 p.m.in the John James
Memorial Hall, located at 42
Main St..

A sample ballot can be
found on the town website by
visiting www.goshen-ma.us.
In addition to in person vot-
ing on election day, Vote by
Mail is a permanent option
for all Massachusetts voters.
People can register to do so in

the following ways:

Submit a signed applica-
tion via email, mail or fax to
the town clerk’s office. The
application can be found on
the town clerk website by
visitingwww.goshen-ma.us/
elections/. It must include a
signature that can be com-
pared to the handwritten sig-
nature. Electronic signatures,
scanned applications and
photos of applications are
acceptable.

People may alls use
the State’s Mail-in Ballot
Application System, by
visiting www.sec.state.
ma.us/MaillnRequestWeb/
MaillnBallot.aspx.

To participate in the
upcoming Annual Town
Election, there are a few
important deadlines to keep
in mind. If residents wish
to vote by mail, their appli-
cation must be submitted in
writing and received by the

town clerk’s office no later
than Monday, June 2 by 5
p-m.. It’s important to apply
as early as possible, partic-
ularly if their ballot will be
mailed out of town. The U.S.
Postal Service recommends
allowing up to seven days for
mail delivery, so to ensure
the Town Clerk receives their
ballot in time to return it.

It’s best to apply two to
three weeks before Election
Day. Additionally, the last

Goshen Council on Aging announces

GOSHEN - The Council
on Aging will hold a flow-
er-filled luncheon on Tuesday,
May 13 at noon at the Goshen
Town Hall in the downstairs
area.

Everyone will be able to
take a flower to brighten up
their home. Lunch will be ham
and beans and macaroni and
cheese with vegetables and a
tossed salad catered by Spruce
Corner Restaurant. Desserts
this month are created by Rita
from Chesterfield. Senior
should call Henrietta at 413-
268-7465 by Tuesday, May 6
to let her know they are com-
ing.

On Wednesday, May 7 the
crafts group this month meets
in the Library. Participants
may bring their own craft proj-
ect to work on in community
with us. If people have a craft

they would like to learn or
they you would like to teach,
they should let any COA board
member know and the COA
will work on making that hap-
pen.
On Thursday, May 15
the Hampshire Regional High
School Drama Company
is teaming up with the local
Councils on Aging to bring a
special theatrical experience
to the community. In a unique
collaboration, students will
perform a production of “The
Picture Of Dorian Gray” for
(those who are 60 plus pro-
viding them with the oppor-
tunity to enjoy a show at no
cost. Entry is free to all COA
seniors. Seniors will meet at
the Hampshire Regional High
School Auditorium at 2:40
p-m.; the show starts at 3 p.m.
They should call Kerry at 413-

268 9354 if they are coming so
she can save seats for Goshen
attendees to sit together.

Also on Thursday, May
15 Technology Help will take
place from noon-2 p.m. in the
Goshen Library with Goshen
resident Stephen Morley, who
is a generous volunteer. People
may bring any and all ques-
tions regarding their computer,
phone or tablet to Stephen. He
will problem solve with them.

On Tuesdays, May 20
and 27 Highland Valley Elder
Service delivers meals to
Goshen COA on the third and
fourth Tuesdays of the month.
Participants pick up their hot
lunch at the Goshen Town
Hall from 12:30-1 p.m. The
lunch for May 20 is a choice
of chicken parmesan or mush-
room cheese quiche and the
choice for May 27 is fish sand-

wich or eggplant parmesan.
The meals also include milk,
vegetables and dessert. There
is a suggested $4 donation
given to Highland Valley Elder
Services to offset the cost of
the meal. Seniors should call
Kerry at 413-268-9354 if they
would like to sign up to get
these nutritious and delicious
meals.

On Wednesday, May 21
Games Group will meet in the
Goshen Library from 2-4 p.m.
This month they will continue
with Beginners Pitch Game.
There will be instrucition on
how to play this classic card
game. If people already like to
play Pitch, they can come to
play a round or two and give
others some pointers. This will
be a really fun way to spend a
couple of hours together.

On Wednesday, June

day to register to vote in
order to participate in the
election is Wednesday, May
28. Registration will be avail-
able in the town clerk’s office
from 9-11 a.m. and again
from 3-5 p.m. on that day.
The Annual Town
Meeting is scheduled to take
place a few weeks before the
election, on Saturday, May 17
at 9:30 a.m. and will be held
at the John James Memorial
Hall, located at 42 Main St..

To participate in the meeting,
residents must be registered
to vote by Wednesday, May
7. Voter registration will be
available that day at the town
clerk’s office from 9-11 a.m.
and again from 3-5 p.m. on
that day.

People may call Town
Clerk Kristen Estelle with
any questions or concerns at
413-268-8236, extension 107
or email clerk@goshen-ma.
us.

upcoming events

4 from 4-5 p.m. the Goshen
COA is participating in the
2025 Elder Law Education
Program, sponsored by the
Massachusetts Bar Association
with generous assistance and
continued collaboration from
the Massachusetts Chapter
of the National Academy of
Elder Law Attorneys. This
program is coordinated by the
MBA in celebration of Law
Day and all events take place
during the month of May
(Goshen will be early June).
Attorney Sarah E. Dolven
from Zurn, Sharp, Heyman
& Dolven, LLP will come to
Goshen Town Hall to edu-
cate on Essential Documents
including Wills, Power of
Attorney and Health Care
Proxies and also the Realities
of Protecting assets. Atty.
Dolven will answer questions

people may have about plan-
ning for their future needs.
Refreshments will be provid-
ed. All are welcome.

The COA has slightly
changed the way they will be
giving out medical equipment.
They will now work with
TRIAD services out of the
Hampshire County Sheriff’s
office. TRIAD is able to deliv-
er equipment straight to the
person, who needs it and they
have a large variety of items
to lend. Henrietta is still the
contact person and she will
contact TRIAD or give those
requesting equipment the
number to call themselves if
they prefer. The COA sends
a big thanks to Henrietta
Munroe for running this pro-
gram and for keeping all the
equipment in her barn all this
time.
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HAWK PERCHES ON BIRDHOUSE

This resident hawk in Blandford waits for its next meal.

Photo by Tricia Bergland

COA serves up eggs FIorentlne

BLANDFORD -
Breakfast Friday morning,
April 25 for Council on
Aging was truly haute cui-
sine.

If people have ever tried
to make poached authen-
tic poached eggs, they will
know it’s not easy. One has
to break the egg into boiling
water, swirl it around so it
forms an attractive round to
oval shape with no dribbles
hanging off when removed
from the pan. Also, the yolk
should be cooked, but not
hard; has to be somewhat
runny to fill the crevasses
in the base layer of English
Muffin.

Watching Joann Martin
swirl and scoop, successful-
ly, seemed like magic; and
there was more than one in
a large pan of boiling water
on the stove. Really a mas-
terful art not easily repli-
cated in every kitchen.
Many home kitchens
have a poached egg pan;
a small insert that may
hold four eggs is set in
place over a pan of boil-
ing water and covered.
This necessitates preci-
sion timing so the eggs are
just right.

Once on the muffin, the

sheets of what turned
into Egg Florentine
made their way to the
COA room. The eggs were
the last item to be plated
and decked out with spinach

Above, COA Director Margit Mikuski serves Nancy Ackley.
Left, Friday’s Council on Aging breakfast of eggs Florentine,
breakfast potatoes, bacon and blueberry parfait.

Turley photos by Mary Kronholm

Hollandaise sauce. An artis-
tic presentation completed
the plate. Blueberry parfait
accompanied the main serv-
ing along with usual break-
fast beverages.

Hall in Blandford.

TREE WARDEN HANDS OUT TREES FOR AHBOH DAY

"w"m i

A

Nathan and Billie Jean Suares pick up trees from the Boomsma Family, Greta, Maureen and
Penelope, who helped Tree Warden Mark Boomsma with Arbor Day event April 22 at Town

Turley photo by Mary Kronholm

BLANDFORD -
Historical Society President
Chips Norcross announc-
es some of the upcoming
events.

There is a no-charge
Tuesday evening program
scheduled at the society’s
building 7 p.m.

On Tuesday, May 13
Professor and Chair of the
History and Philosophy
Department at Westfield
State University Dr.
Nicholas Aieta, will make
a presentation on Western
Massachusetts’ response
to the “1775 Lexington
Alarm.”

Memorial Day,
Monday, May 26, the
Historical Society will host
its annual open house from
10 a.m.-12:30 p.m.

Norcross suggests sav-
ing the date, Saturday July
26 for the 30th Annual Bel
Canto performance with
Eve Queler at The White
Church. This year the time
returns to 7:30 p.m. with the
possibility of making 5:30
p-m. dinner reservations at
the Blandford Country Club.
Tickets may be purchased
online or at the door at $40
each.

The Cromwell

Historical Society lists upcoming events

Connecticut Historical
Society President and pro-
fessional musician R.
Franklin Donohue will bring
his harpsichord to Blandford
and perform his program,
“What a Glorious Crash
They Made.” His presen-
tation will be rebel music
from the Revolutionary War.
No pre-performance tickets
are required, but donations
to support the White Church
maintenance are requested
at the door.

There will be more
events scheduled, according
to Norcross, as the year pro-
gresses.

DISCUSSING TOWN POLITICS OVER COFFEE

Visiting at the Blandford Country Store Saturday morning April 19 and hashing over town
concerns are, from left, Greg Lanzoni, Pam and Paul Dirschka, Doug Emo and Jackie Coury.

Turley photo by Mary Kronholm

DAFFODILS ADD SPRING COLOR TO BICENTENNIAL PARK

Daffodils planted last October by the volunteers who helped out at Bicentennial Park have
popped open and are well on their way to naturalizing in the space. Tulip bulbs are up, too. And
the new posies will be well tended as a spigot that will provide water has been installed at the

side of the former town hall adjacent to the park.

Volunteers Nancy Ackley and Master Gardener Laurie Parent helped at last October’s
Community Day event. They planted bulbs in Bicentennial Park, which are now in bloom or

getting ready to bloom..

Turley photos by Mary Kronholm

ELECTION

from page 1

cian, he has played guitar,
both acoustic and elec-
tric, for 20 years. He and
his wife, Krissy have lived
in Blandford since January
2023 and are expecting their
first child.

Other positions
Other positions on the
ballot are: Dave Hopson for
Assessor, Jennifer Girard

for Board of Health, Charles
Benson for Library Trustee
and Peter Thayer for Water
Commissioner.

There were no nom-
inations for Cemetery
Commissioner, Fence Viewer
or Field Driver.

Election information
The election is set for
Saturday, June 14 at the

Town Hall from 10 a.m.-4
p.m.

The town has opted out
of mail-in ballots because
of the expense involved.
According to Town Clerk
Doris Jemiolo, the postage
expense for mailing ballots
to registered voters would be
over $700. The town has this
option and the Select Board
voted approval.
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LEGAL NOTICE of 12th, 2025 at 5:00 P.M., in the for the repairs to the Hammond . —
PUBLIC MEETING Town of Chester’s Town Hall Pond dam off South Chesterfield * .
WILLIAMSBURG COA Room on the second floor, Road in Goshen. P U B L I C N OT I C E S B ' !_-:M

CONSERVATION for an RDA filed by Joeseph and Project location: Mapl0A, v
COMMISSION Heidi Couture and Representa-  Parcels 850 & 852 S —
Williamsburg, MA 01039 tive Salvini Associates L.L.C., Goshen AR E N OW 0 N LI N E p 6 \
The Williamsburg Conser- for proposed cabin/second home Conservation Commission > 8

vation Commission, in accor-
dance with MGL Chapter 131,
Section 40, the Wetlands Pro-
tection Act, will hold a public
meeting on: Wednesday, May
7, 2025, at 7:00p.m. via Zoom
Meeting (https://us02web.zoom.
us/j/8859354972) to review a:

Notice of Intent submitted by:
Carolyn duBois.

The subject area is: 92 Ash-
field Rd, Williamsburg, MA
01096
05/01/2025

TOWN OF CHESTER
MASSACHUSETTS
CONSERVATION
COMMISSION
Notice of Public Hearing

Pursuant to Mass General
Laws, Chapter 131, Section 40,
Massachusetts Wetlands Protec-
tion Act, the Chester Conser-
vation Commission will hold a
public hearing on Monday, May

2 bedroom build with septic
within a buffer zone to a regu-
lated intermittent stream. The
application is on file and is avail-
able for public inspection. To
review, please contact the Ches-
ter Conservation Commission
Office Monday through Friday
from 9 A.M. to 4:30 PM.
05/01/2025

Goshen
Conservation Commission
Legal Notice

The Goshen Conservation
Commission will hold a public
hearing under M.G.L. Ch. 131,
Sec. 40, the Wetlands Protection
Act, on Monday, May 19, 2025,
at 6:00pm. The meeting will be
held at the Town Office Building
at 40 Main Street, Goshen, Mas-
sachusetts.

The Commission will hear
a Notice of Intent submitted
by Hammond Acres Club, Inc.

05/01/2025

Legal Notice
Town of Huntington
Water and Sewer
Public Hearing

The Water and Sewer Com-
missioners of the Town of Hun-
tington will hold a public hearing
on Monday, May 12, 2024, be-
ginning at 6:00 PM in Stanton
Hall regarding the FY2026 Wa-
ter and Sewer Rates. Additional-
ly, A notice of the FY2026 Rates
was included in the Qtr.3-2025
bills and posted at the Town of
Huntington Website, Post Office,
Moltenbrey’s Market, B&D Va-

riety, Searle Road Fire Station.
Water and Sewer
Commissioners
H. Daniel Oliveira
Sue Fopiano
Karon Hathaway

04/24 05/01/2025

10 11 12 13

1. McCarthy acolyte Roy
5. Ancient Korean

15. Philosophy

22. Usually has a lid
23. American sportscaster
24. Lung fibrosis

35. Astronomy unit of
distance

37. Witch

38. Gradually disappear

40. Possesses
41, Body parts

45, Expression of

55. Partner to cheese
56. West Indies trees
60. Member of a Semitic

64. Ethiopian river
65. Excessive fluid
accumulation in tissues
66. Acquire by one’s efforts  27. Away from one another

chiefdoms 42. A way to comprehend
10. Not soft 43. Defraud CLUES DOWN
14, Jai __, sport 44, Sandwich type 1. Currency

2. Geramic jar

16. Do what you're told disappointment 3. Reagan’s Secretary of

17. Gaffe 46. Popular Dodge truck State

18. Widely known and model 4. God worshipped in
esteemed 47. The 17th letter of the Kanesh

19. Amusement park Greek alphabet 5. One thousand cubic feet 4
attraction 48. Soviet Socialist Republic ~ (abbr.)

20. Popular comic strip 49. Songs 1o a beloved 6. Semitic
Viking 52. Custom 7. About blood

team (abbr.)
26. Droop

68. Hungarian village
69. Cereal grasses

8. Benign tumors
9. Move one’s head
10. Hours (Spanish)

25. City of Angels hoops

60 61 62 63
64 65 66
67 68 69
CLUES ACROSS 39. Regions 67. Irish goddess 28. Challenges

29. A harsh scraping sound

32. Attaches to a wall

33. Capital of Ethiopia: __
Ababa

34. German river

36. Disappointed

37. Star Wars character
Solo

38. Supervises flying

40. Not mass-produced

. Nonsense

43, Automobile

44, Hogshead (abbr.)

46. Soak in water

47. Flower cluster

49. Romanian city

50. A parent is often one

=

27. General's assistant people 11. Hebrew calendar month  51. Fencing sword
(abbr.) 61. Plant that originated 12. Advise someone 52. Body part

30. Pouch vegetatively 13. Colors clothes 53. Region

31. Upset 63. Squandered one’s 21. The sun does it 54. Farm building

32. Partner to hem money 23. Concealed 57. Ali’'s surname at birth

58. Waxy bird beak covering
59, Stiff bristles

61. VCR button

62. Small amount
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Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by

newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’
public notice web site to search all notices in

Massachusetts newspapers.

Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon,
Fridays noon for Monday holidays.

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

CHECK OUT ALL THE

Tu rIeYPuincations
www.newspapers.turley.com
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THIS WEEK'S HOROSCOPES

ARIES

Mar 21/Apr 20

Aries, there’s a secret
that you have been hold-
ing on to and you are
ready to let it go. It won’t
weigh you down any-
more and you can finally
focus fully on the future
instead of the past.

TAURUS

Apr 21/May 21

Certain ground is tough
for people to travel, but
you have conviction and
grit to get things done.
You have a history of
thriving when faced with
adversity, and that’s an
asset.

GEMINI

May 22/Jun 21

Keep an eye open for a
challenge. When you are
given an opportunity that
will require for fullest and
best effort, embrace it as
an opportunity to fulfill
your potential.

CANCER

Jun 22/Jul 22

Cancer, keeping things
pleasant and lightheart-
ed is a talent of yours,
but this week you might
need to take a new ap-
proach. Work with others
and listen to suggestions.

LEO

Jul 23/Aug 23

Leo, you often are the life
of the party, always ready
to find something to do
and be with other peo-
ple. This week you might
need to slow down and
enjoy some alone time.

VIRGO

Aug 24/Sept 22

Virgo, you could be es-
pecially energized this
week and feel the need
to get as much done as
possible. Try not to race
through tasks without
focusing on doing things
right.

LIBRA

Sept 23/0ct 23

The news that comes
your way isn’t what you
had hoped. Roll with the
punches and embrace the
challenge. Soon there will
be blue skies again and
everything will settle.

SCORPIO

Oct 24/Nov 22

You will meet up with
someone you haven't
seen in a while and it
will be like no time has
passed whatsoever. Be
prepared for a coinciden-
tal situation to bring you
together.

SAGITTARIUS
Nov 23/Dec 21

The universe will put you
in touch with someone
who is reputable and dil-
igent. This way you can
both tackle what you
need to get done reap
the rewards of your hard
work.

CAPRICORN

Dec 22/Jan 20
Capricorn, a little compe-
tition never hurt anyone.
Embrace an upcoming
chance to see how you
stack up. Give your best
effort, as always.

AQUARIUS

Jan 21/Feb 18

This is a good week to
play things safe and keep
your cards close to the
vest, Aquarius. Consider
each situation carefully
before engaging.

PISCES

Feb 19/Mar 20

Pisces, you are a socia-
ble person and ready and
willing to chat up others.
This week you might
not be up for any social
interaction and prefer a
few days of solitary time
spent.

Here’s How It Works:
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine
3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each
row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row,
column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will
appear by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The
more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

Fun By The
Numbers

Like puzzles?
Then you'll love
sudoku. This
mind-bending
puzzle will have
you hooked from
the moment you
square off, so
sharpen your
pencil and put
your sudoku
sawvy to the test!

Call “DALE”

Dial 568-8944 or 568-1611 rax # 568-1554

NATIONALLY ADVERTISED MERCHANDISE FOR ALL MAKES & MODELS

WHOLESALE RETAIL

* Complete Auto Machine Shop Service % Engine Rebuilding Of All Kinds
% Authorized Caterpillar Hydraulic Hose Dealer * Hydraulic Hoses
8-12 BIRGE AVE., WESTFIELD

Now stocking
Car Quest
Filters made
by WIX,
Amalie Qil,
Bailing Twine
&
Tractor Parts
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COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE

FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD
Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00
All hardwood.
Tree length available
*Also have seasoned softwood for outdoor
boilers (Cheap). Quality & volumes guar-
anteed!! New England Forest Products
(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood
Furnace. EPA Certified. Titanium Stainless
Steel. $2K Tax Credit. Call (508) 882-
0178.

MISCELLANEOUS

BEAUTIFUL FURNITURE: 8 piece
dining room set, $500. Grandfather clock
$500, hutch $500. All excellent condition.
Cash only. By appointment, Judy 413-
419-8263.

BRAND NEW, STILL IN BOX, Ameri-
Star split system heat pump and air condi-
tioner, 13 seer, R410A, M4AH3024A1000A.
Best offer. (413) 455-1496.

TAG SALE

WILBRAHAM DKG SCHOLARSHIP
benefit tag sale. Grace Union Church, 10
Chapel St., Wilbraham. Saturday, May
10, 9am-4pm. Huge selection!

OLD CARPENTER TOOLS wanted.
Planes, chisels, axes, etc. Vintage hunting,
camping, cast iron cookware, advertising,
motorcycles, clothing. Call Ken (413)433-
2195.

WANTED TO BUY

ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs,
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys,
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware,
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sewing
machines, tools, radios, clocks,
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive,
fire department, masonic, license
plates, beer cans, barware, books,
oil cans, advertising tins, hunting,
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

SEEKING: ANTIQUES
& Old Collectables.
We are looking to buy antiques: Tobacco
tins, cigar boxes, advertising tins, old coffee
cans, brass figures, beer trays, beer taps,
toy collections. These are just some of the
examples we are looking for.

Please reach out via email or text:
teestreasures413@gmail.com
413-374-7388
Send any photos or
questions you may have.

ARA JUNK
FURNITURE
REMOVAL
Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs,
sheds, decks. Same day service.
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted.

Free estimates on phone.
Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.
413-531-1936

CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

A B Hauling and
Removal Service

2%*x¥xxxx & B HOUSEHOLD

REMOVAL SERVICE*******
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates.
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging.
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls.
(413)563-0487

CLEANING
SERVICES

LIBERTY MAID SERVICE
Save time while adding a little luxury to
your life. Affordable. Reliable. High quality.
Personalized/ always have the same per
son who you can trust! Residential clean-
ing. Debra 413-592-4925.

ELECTRICIAN

NEED AN
ELECTRICIAN?
Look no further!

PJ’s Electrical offers fast
and reliable electrical services

for your home or business.

Call now for a FREE estimate!
(413) 366-1703
LICENSED & INSURED

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC
Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned com-
pany. MA License #8101A1. Call John at
(413) 206-6509.

Find archives of this
local newspaper at

www.newspapers.turley.com

Call us at 413.283.8393

EXCAVATING

ELIOT STARBARD EXCAVATION
35+ yrs of happy customers. 508-882-
0140.

HOME
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile,
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding,
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

WALKER HOME IMPROVEMENT

Interior and exterior —Finish carpentry, fram-
ing, window & door replacement, drywall,
painting and decks. Competitive pricing.
Insured. Call Brendan at 413-687-5552.

LANDSCAPING

A+ ROZELL'S
LANDSCAPING &
BOBCAT SERVICE

Excavator Services
Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured
Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe, insured. Professional. Please
call Bob (413)537-5789, (413)538-
7954.

J.S. RAGONA LANDSCAPING
Mowing - Mulching - Planting Small
Shrubs & Tree Trimming, Removal
Brush Hauling - Spring/Fall Clean-ups.
(413)786-6184

MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING
Weekly Mowing
Landscape design and installation
Paver Patios, Walkways
For more services visit
mattguertinlandscaping.com
Call or text 413-266-9975
Insured - Commercial - Residential

T & S LANDSCAPING Highest quality,
lowest price. Serving the Pioneer Valley.
Weekly, bi-weekly mowing, Spring, Fall and
Gutter clean-ups. (413)330-3917.

LAWN & GARDEN

A.A.A. ROTOTILLING Yes time to till
gardens and flower beds too. Be safe grow
your own. Call for appointment, fair and
reasonable rates. Suburban residential
only. 413-626-1927.

*COMPOSTED LOAM* 3/8” screened,
$40/yd. deliv., 10 yd min.; No additives, fill-
ers or by-products. Local deliv. to Oakham
and surrounding towns only. Eliot Starbard
508-882-0140.

MASONRY

PAUL DOWD MASONRY
Design, build, restore, repair.
All types of stone, brick, concrete,
masonry. Free esimate.

Call 978-257-8237.
Pauldowd51@gmail.com

STOP WET
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING
All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790.
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING

DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING
Interior only $199.00 for average 12x16
room. Very neat, references, prompt ser
vice call (508)867-2550

PLUMBING

GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING &
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations,
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen
& Bath remodeling. 30 years experience.
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505

PRESSURE
WASHING

HOT WATER PRESSURE WASHING.
We use brushes and state of the art equip-
ment. We remove grime and mold from
homes, patios, fences, walkways, all decks,
concrete & driveways . Senior Discounts.
For free estimates call Bill (413)519-
9800.

RUBBISH
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD'S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned,
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed. Family owned/
operated since 1950 (413)537-5090

TREE WORK

AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman's Comp. Remove
them before the wind takes them down.
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates.
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212.

TUTORING

TUTORING: Literacy, all ages. Math K-8,
online, your home or library. Call 978-799-
9096. petedon151@live.com

TUNE-UPS

TUNE UP & REPAIR
A&M TUNE-UPS

Push Lawnmowers,
Riding Mowers and
Small Engine Repair.
Work done at your home.

STUMP GRINDING

FREE PICKUP OF
UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT

Call Mike (413) 348-7967

STUMP GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

SAW Stump Grinding
Call for a Free Estimate,
Veteran Owned, Fully Insured
WWW.SAWSTUMPGRINDING.COM
413-213-5470

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE
CASH PAID AS IS

CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

Classified
Advertising

DEADLINE
FRIDAY AT 2 PM

DEADLINES: FRIDAY AT NOON

Quabbin——
Village Hills

Circulation:

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

All Three ZONES for $26.00
for 20 words plus 50¢ for
each additional word.

GREAT VALUE!

ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR
THE PRICE OF ONE!

MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393
A DR
1 2 3 4
5 6 7 8
9 10 1 12
13 14 15 16
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Name: Phone:
Address:
Town: State: Zip:
Number of Weeks: X per week rate = $
Credit Card: 1 MasterCard aVISA 1 Discover [ Cash 1 Check#
Card #: Exp. Date Cvwv
Amount of charge: Date:
OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

BELCHERTOWN

Suburban

Residential
Circulation:
59,000

WEST
‘SPRINGFIELD SPRINGFIELD

FOR RENT

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act,
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or
intention to make any such preference,
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not
knowingly accept any advertising for real
estate which is in violation of the law. All
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal
opportunity basis.

|_FOR RENT
8

All real estate advertising in this newspaper
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise
any preference, limitation or discrimination
based on race, color, religion, sex,
handicap, familial status (number of
children and or pregnancy), national
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any
intention to make any such preference,
limitation or discrimination.

This newspaper will not knowingly accept
any advertising for real estate that is in
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby
informed that all dwellings advertising in
this newspaper are available on an equal
opportunity basis. To complain about
discrimination call The Department of
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD”
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E.
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll
free number for the hearing impaired is
1-800-927-9275.

Turley?)

Publications, Inc.

www.newspapers.turley.com

AGAWAM ADVERTISER NEWS
BARRE GAZETTE
COUNTRY JOURNAL
CHICOPEE REGISTER
THE JOURNAL REGISTER
THE LUDLOW REGISTER
(UABORG CURRENT
THE SENTINEL
THE SUN
WILBRAHAN-HAMPDEN TIMES
TOWN REMINDER
WARE RIVER NEWS

u turleynews

ﬂ TurleyPublications

Subscribe Today!

Turley%

Publications, Inc.

12 HOMETOWN
NEWSPAPERS

413.283.8393
www.turley.com
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069
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STOCKBRIDGE

MassDOT announces upcoming 1-90 night work

The Massachusetts
Department of Transportation
announces construction oper-
ations on I-90 eastbound
and westbound in West
Stockbridge and Stockbridge
for bridge painting, guard-
rail repair and median barrier
installation.

In West Stockbridge
bridge painting work will

occur on I-90 westbound at
mile marker 1.3, with lane
closures in place now through
Friday, May 2 from 7a.m.-
4:30 p.m. each day. Guardrail
work will take place on 1-90
eastbound between mile mark-
ers 2.5 and 3.5, with lane clo-
sures nightly now through
Thursday, May 1 from 7
p-m.-5:30 a.m. the following

OTIS

morning. The I-90 eastbound
on-ramp at exit 3, including
the adjacent truck parking
area, will be closed during
overnight hours for guardrail
work, with traffic detoured to
the I-90 eastbound on-ramp at
exit 10 in Lee.

In West Stockbridge/
Stockbridge median bar-
rier work will occur on I-90

eastbound and westbound
between mile markers 2.0 and
6.6, with lane closures nightly
now through Thursday, May
1 from 7 p.m.-5:30 a.m. the
following morning.

Drivers traveling through
these areas should expect
delays, reduce speed, and use
caution. Appropriate signage
and messaging will be in place

to guide drivers through the
work areas. All scheduled
work is weather dependent
and subject to change without
notice.

For more information on
traffic conditions, travelers are
encouraged to: Download the
Mass511 mobile app or visit
www.mass511.com to view
live cameras, travel times, real

time traffic conditions, and
project information before set-
ting out on the road. Users can
subscribe to receive text and
email alerts for traffic condi-
tions. Dial 511 and select a
route to hear real time condi-
tions. Follow @MassDOT on
X, formerly known as Twitter,
to receive regular updates on
road and traffic conditions.

WESTFIELD

Otis Council on Aging lists events

By Mary Kronholm
Correspondent

OTIS - Council on
Aging Director Karen Yvon
reminds seniors about mak-
ing reservations for the Neil
Diamond Tribute show with a
full band at the Log Cabin in
Holyoke on Tuesday, Aug. 5.

Roundtrip transportation
by Motor coach will leave at
9:15 a.m. from the Town Hall
and 9:45 a.m. from the Big Y
in Lee. The bus will return at
approximately 7:30 p.m.

Luncheon menu
includes Hors D’ Oeuvres,
Log Cabin Signature Bread,
Clam Chowder and a choice
of twin lobsters or prime rib
with baked potato and corn
completed with a dessert,
coffee and tea.

The cost to attend is $139
which includes transportation,
meal taxes and driver gratuity.
There are still a few places

Otis artists

OTIS - Gail Gelunrd
and Celeste Watman will
participated in Art Week
Berkshires Open studio
on Saturday, May 17 and
Sunday, May 18 from 11
a.m.-5 p.m.

This event is part of Art
Week Berkshires, a county
wide celebration of the arts
and artists. The studio will be
open the weekend of May 17
and 18 at 2015 North Main
Road. People should park
carefully along Route 8. For
more information, they can
go email gailgelburd.com or

remaining and Yvon asks any-
one who wants to go to make
a reservation soon.

To make a reservation,
they may call Diane Dyer
at 413-269-6335 or email
ddyer555@hotmail.com;
or call Elsie DeVoti at 413-
329-8099. Checks should
be made payable to the Otis
COA and final payment is
due Tuesday, July 1.

The COA Center is
open every Monday and
Wednesday from 9 a.m.-2
p.m. but will be closed on
Monday, May 26, Memorial
Day. Instead, the Center will
be open on Tuesday, May 27.

Regular activities
include every Saturday
at 9:30 a.m. Mat Yoga;
every Thursday Chair Yoga
at 10 a.m., Food Pantry
Wednesdays May 7, 14, 21
and 28 from 9-11 a.m. and
Fitness class on Monday,
May 12 and 19 at 10:30 a.m..

Special presentations
and happenings: Monday,
May 5 haircuts available
from 9:30 a.m.-2 p.m.;
Wednesday, May 7, the
foot nurse will be avail-
able from 9 a.m.-2 p.m. and
TriTown Health will be avail-
able at 9:30 a.m. for blood
pressure checks and a spe-
cial awareness presenta-
tion. Monday, May 12 at 11
a.m. the Berkshire County
Sheriff’s Department will
again present a program
on how to avoid scams and
frauds schemes that often
target Seniors. A Coaster
Craft Class will be held
Wednesday, May 14 at noon
with a $5 fee for materials.

Brown Bag will
be Friday, May 16 and
Wednesday, May 21 is the
noontime potluck lunch.

The COA regular board
meeting is on Monday, May
12 at 2 p.m.

participate in Art Week

gelburd4g @gmail.com.

Gail Gelburd’s work is
comprised of images of trees
and water overlayed with the
human form. Some works
are two dimensional and
some are printed on fabric
and then molded into a sculp-
ture. Gelburd’s studio is in a
1750 historic mill where the
river runs under her house.
The waterfalls and forests are
the inspiration for her work.
This is a unique opportunity
to see the house, the grounds
and the sculptures, paintings
and photographs that are

inside her studio and on the
property, located at 2015
North Main Road

Joining her in the stu-
dio is fellow artist and Otis
resident Celeste Watman.
From the 1970’s until today,
Celeste created and exhibit-
ed her art. When she moved
to Otis, more than six years
ago, her collages were
selected for the following
juried exhibitions: the New
Marlborough Meeting House
Gallery, the Knox Gallery
and twice at the Spencertown
Academy.

Walk Around the Park returns May 8

WESTFIELD - Stanley
Park’s Walk Around the Park
returns for another season.

The walks at Stanley
Park , 400 Western Avenue,
will be held on Thursdays
from 9:30-10:30 a.m. in
May and June. The first
session will take place on
Thursday, May 8 and is part

of Stanley Park’s health ini-
tiative.

All abilities are wel-
come. The group’s abili-
ty level will determine the
route taken.

Walks will be held
Thursdays, May 8 through
June 26. Meeting location
is the Children’s Pavilion by

the playground.

For more information,
people may call Stanley
Park Office & Development
at 413-568-9312, exten-
sion108 or e-mail to devel-
opment@stanleypark.org.
Stanley Park is a 501(c)(3)
“private” non-profit organi-
zation.

Westfield Wildwater River race results

Jeff Parker of Concord,
66, was first place winner in
the Men’s K-1 Male division
with a time of 32:23.

Second place went
to Carl Lareniere of
Middlefield, 71, in the
Men’s K-1 division with a
time of 34:33. Third place
winner was Jeffrey Defeo
of Montgomery, 70, in the
Men’s OC—1 Racing dvi-

sion with a time of 35:36.
Fourth place went to
Eric Jones of Granby,
Connecticut, 54, in the
Men’s OC-2 Racing with a
time of 37:08.

Others placing in the top
ten were fifth place Edward
Hammel of Southampton,
73, Men’s OC-2 Mixed time
37:11; sixth place Colin
Pagnoni of Somerville, 26,

OC-2 Male time 37:16; sev-
enth place Rich Howard
of Southbridge, 65, OC-1
Rec time 37:37; eighth
place Christopher Burke
of Southwick, 29 K-1 time
38:22; ninth place Julie
Marcoulier of Chester, 71,
OC-2 Female time 39:12 and
tenth place Patrick Mellnik
of Leeds, 44 OC-2 NONBI
time 39:32.

Westfield Athenaeum holds book sale

WESTFIELD - The
Friends of the Westfield
Athenaeum book sale will
be held May 8-10 at the
First United Methodist
Church, 16 Court St.

Thousands of gently
used adult and children’s
books and puzzles will be
available for sale. Hours

will be Thursday, May 8
from 10 a.m.-7 p.m.; Friday,
May 9 from 10 a.m.-5 p.m.
and Saturday, May 10 from
10 a.m.-2 p.m. On Thursday
only, they are offering a $5
discount coupon for educa-
tors, who bring their ID and
new Friends members join-
ing at the door.

Digital Photos

TURLEY PUBLICATIONS, INC.

Purchase a photo that recently ran
in one of our publications.
Go to newspapers.turley.com/photo-request

People may visit their
website for full details at
https://www.friendsofwes-
tath.org/book-sale. The
Friends of the Westfield
Athenaeum is a 501(C)3
not-for-profit organiza-
tion that supports the pro-
grams and services of the
Westfield Athenaeum.

*
/

Parents,

Grandparents
& Friends
SPECIAL!

Honor Your Graduate

HIGH SCHOOL OR COLLEGE

*

We are offering a great deal for you to

CELEBRATE YOUR GRADUATE in your community graduation issue.

Submit a photo and a brief message.

Pay by check or credit card: Checks Payable to
Turley Publications, Credit Cards be sure to include: Paper, Name,
Address, Phone, Credit Card Number, Exp. Date & CVV

TURLEY PUBLICATIONS -

2 x 3 Black & White Graduation Ad

Re rice
. SPECIAL $55.00 Db
accomplishments.
DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION MAY 14th GOOd'thk
EMAIL YOUR AD TO: MAIL YOUR AD WITH PAYMENT TO: at Springfield
wdelcamp@turley.com Turley Publications, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 College!

Love Dad. Mom ¢ John

2 x 3 Advertisement

Congratulations
Karly Smith!

We ar B
very p%( N3

24 WATER STREET, PALMER, MA 01069 -

413.283.8393




