
By Mary Kronholm
Correspondent

T h e  S e l e c t 
B o a r d  h e a r d  f r o m 
t h e  C o n s e r v a t i o n 
Commission, Assessors, 
P l a n n i n g  B o a r d  a n d 
Zoning Board of appeals 
and others  regarding 
potential Battery Energy 
S t o r a g e  S y s t e m s  i n 
Blandford at last week’s 
meeting. 

There are two loca-
tions being put forward 
on North Blandford Road 
on both sides of the road 
near or adjacent to the 
electric sub-station near 
George Millard Road. 
One is a 200-watt facility 
which means 200 units.

The concern most 
discussed was possible 
fire; the town’s volun-
teer firefighters are not 
equipped to work a bat-
tery storage fire. Another 
concern is that both loca-
tions are in “the footprint 
of Springfield Water and 
Sewer  Commiss ion ,” 

or near watershed areas 
that could affect Cobble 
M o u n t a i n  R e s e r vo i r. 
W a t e r  R e s o u r c e s 
Manager Nicole Sanford 
from Springfield Water 
and Sewer Commission 
was at the meeting. The 
locations are 2.4 miles 
f r o m  t h e  r e s e r vo i r , 
according to Sanford, 
who said she had “more 
questions.”

C o n s e r v a t i o n 
Commission Chair Dick 
Gates told the board that 
Eversource is doing soil 
borings around the sub-
station, indicating “geo-
technical work,” possibly 
“looking to expand that 
facility.”

According to Gates, 
the battery storage units 
are about the size of a 
tractor trailer shipping 
container. “They could 
be lithium batteries…we 
don’t know,” he said. As 
far as firefighting, there 
are “standards that must 
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Select Board hear 
from other boards 
about BESS

BLANDFORD

By Wendy Long
Correspondent

Saturday, April 19 will 
mark the 70th anniversary 
of the Westfield Wildwater 
Races, where canoeists, 
kayakers and even stand up 
paddle boarders will take 
part in what is the longest 
continuously running race 
in the country. 

O n l i n e  r a c e  r e g -
i s t ra t ions  s topped  on 
Wednesday, April 16, but 
racers can still sign up on 
race day with a $75 reg-
istration fee. “Every year 
we’re getting better at it,” 
said Race Chairman Harry 
Rock, when talking about 
the months it takes to put 

this day together. “Every 
year we learn new ways to 
improve safety and efficien-
cy. It must be safe. It must 
be fun. It must be memo-
rable.”

Both the expert and 
c lass ic  races  s ta r t  in 
Huntington. Expert racers 
will gather at Knightville 
Dam for a meeting at 9 
a.m., with their first pad-
dler starting at 9:30 a.m. 
The Classic Race starts at 
the MassDOT maintenance 
yard under the green bridge 
on Route 112 at 11 a.m. 
There will be a racer meet-
ing there at 10:30 a.m.

Rock says that this 
year’s race will be the 
safest one in the group’s 

seven decade  h is tory, 
building upon improve-
ments planned between 
Huntington Police, Russell 
Police, the Massachusetts 
State Police Barracks and 
local fire departments. 
Once again, there will be 
an Incident  Command 
Center at Russell Police 
Headquarters to coordi-
nate any needed emergency 
response. 

A s  i n  t h e  p a s t , 
H i l l t ow n  C o m m u n i t y 
Ambulance will have a 
dedicated ambulance posi-
tioned along the race course 
to respond if necessary. 
Westfield Police Cadets 

Wildwater races to be memorable

By Wendy Long
Correspondent

Agendas at recent select 
board meetings have been 
extremely packed and the 
Wednesday, April 9 meeting 
was no exception. 

Although the board 
typically meets every two 
weeks, Town Administrator 
Jennifer Peloquin suggest-
ed fitting in an extra meet-
ing on Wednesday, April 16 
beginning at 4:30 p..to wrap 
up important items. This 
meeting will precede an All 
Boards meeting for updates 
on new policies, the budget, 
grants, cybersecurity and 

transitioning to a new pay 
week effective July 1. The all 
boards meeting will begin in 
Stanton Hall at 6 p.m.

Pole hearings
Two agenda items were 

put to rest at last week’s 
meeting, concerning the 
installation of two new poles 
belonging to Eversource and 
Verizon on Blandford Hill 
Road and the installation of 
underground lines on a sec-
tion of that road. This was a 
continuance of Jan. 29 pub-
lic hearings, during which 
concerns were raised over 
the location of the poles and 
trenches. 

Electrical design engi-
neer Matt Pronovost was 
back, along with property 
owners Andrew Pavlica and 
Allen Pavlica, to present 
updated plans. These were 
approved by the select board, 
but the Pavlica brothers also 
raised concern about anoth-
er pole on the road. It will 
be looked at but cannot be 
part of this project, which is 
already budgeted for. Chair 
Roger Booth and member 
Bill Hathaway voted unan-
imously and signed the 
required paperwork; mem-
ber John McVeigh was not 
present.

Too much to complete: 
select board to meet next week
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By Wendy Long
Correspondent

A contingent of Gateway 
students and staff traveled to 
the Boston State House on 
April 8 to testify before the 
Joint Committee on Ways 
and Means about the need to 
equitably fund rural schools. 

Eighth graders from 
Christopher Mosher’s social 
studies class at Gateway 
Regional School and fourth 
g r a d e r s  f r o m  C h e s t e r 
Elementary School advocat-
ed for changes to the Chapter 
70 formula. 

A list served letter was 
released statewide after the 
hearing from Julie Kelley, 
Research Analyst at the 
Massachusetts Association of 
Regional Schools. She wrote, 
“The fourth grade Gateway 
students completely stole the 
show though, by testifying 
that less than 50% of dis-
tricts benefit from the current 
funding formula and 50% is 
a failing grade. That com-
ment immediately hit home 
to everyone in attendance and 
was extremely impactful.”

Eighth graders spoke 
about their personal expe-
r iences  in  a t tending a 
school that doesn’t have 
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A contingent of students, staff and parents from the Gateway Regional School District traveled to 
the State House on Tuesday, April 8 to testify on the need for rural school aid. Submitted photo

Brothers Allen Pavlica and Andrew Pavlica attended the public hearing continuance regarding utility 
poles and underground wires on Blandford Hill Road; to the right is electrical design engineer Matt 
Pronovost. Turley photo by Wendy Long

Students steal the show atStudents steal the show at state house
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Line ‘em up. Canoes are put into place for the start of the Classic Race at the MassDOT 
Maintenance Yard off of the green bridge in Huntington. The 70th annual wildwater race will 
take place Saturday, April 19. File photo
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By Wendy Long

Correspondent

At their Feb. 26 meet-

ing, the Select Board said 

that they’d received word 

from members of the pub-

lic, who were having trou-

ble speaking with various 

town departments. 

They asked the chairs 

and heads of town depart-

ments if it was possible 

to establish evening hours 

for the public on the same 

days and times.

The answer, emphati-

cally, was no.
Gone are the days 

when town officials were 

made up of individuals 

who didn’t hold jobs out-

side of town. The answer 

to the problem of inform-

ing the public as to how 

and when to meet with var-

ious officials and boards 

was to list each depart-

ment’s availability on an 

insert that went out with 

the fourth quarter property 

tax bills. 
G e n e r a l l y ,  t h e 

Huntington Town Hall 

is open Monday through 

Thursday from 10 a.m.-

3 p.m. and it is closed 

on legal holidays. Due to 

limited staffing, individ-

ual offices may be closed 

due to things like illness 

or vacation, so it is rec-

ommended to call ahead. 

Meeting postings and addi-

tional information can be 

found by visiting www.

huntingtonma.us. Below 

please find information 

on how to meet with town 

officials and boards. 

Meeting with 

town employees

Town Administrator 

Jennifer Peloquin’s office 

hours are the same hours 

that town hall is open to 

the public. The Select 

Board meets every other 

Wednesday evening at 

5 p.m. From here, it gets 

more complicated. Her 

telephone number is 413-

512-5200.
Town Clerk Michelle 

Fieldstad Booth has office 

hours by appointment on 

Monday and Wednesday 

TOWN HALL, page 3

Town Hall 
hours clarified

HUNTINGTON

By Mary Kronholm

Correspondent

Town Administrator 

Cristina Ferrera has com-

pleted the second series 

of classes to become 

the Certified Municipal 

Purchasing Officer for the 

town. 
The third and final 

series begins April 22.

Engineering report

Eng inee r ing  f i rm 

Weston Sampson relayed 

the information to Ferrera 

that there would be a cost 

to the town in the neigh-

borhood of $18 to $20 mil-

lion to refit the Town Hall 

for use as a fire station. To 

accommodate fire trucks 

in the gym would require 

considerable work and with 

that said, any construction 

would require the entire 

building being brought up 

to current code standards. 

Use of the Town Hall for 

that purpose is off the table. 

Climate Change leader

Potential members or 

residents interested in par-

ticipating in working on the 

town becoming a Climate 

Change Leader communi-

ty include Pam Dirschka, 

Deb Lundgren and Chuck 

Benson. There would have 

to be a bylaw change in 

order to permit the appoint-

ment of a committee to be 

responsible to lead the town 

forward and accomplish the 

requisite objectives.

According to Ferrera, 

the town would have to 

vote to adopt a specialized 

stretch energy code and cre-

ate a plan for the required 

municipal decarbonization 

roadmap. The town already 

has in effect and adheres 

to the stretch code, but the 

one that must be approved 

is even more complicated. 

Ferrera said this has been an 

issue with several commu-

nities wanting to proceed to 

the Climate Change Leader 

status. 
A c c o r d i n g  t o 

the DOER, “As a cli-

ma te  change  l eade r, 

Massachusetts has adopt-

ed a “Specialized Stretch 

Energy Code” (also known 

as the “Specialized Code”) 

which builds on the updat-

ed Stretch Code and pushes 

new construction towards 

net-zero building perfor-

mance through deep energy 

efficiency, reduced heating 

loads, and efficient electri-

fication”

Town Administrator 

completes second 

series of classes
By Wendy Long

Correspondent

Canoeists and kayak-

ers took part in the opening 

canoe race clinic held on 

Sunday, April 6. 

Originally scheduled for 

the April 5, the clinic moved 

to Sunday because the fore-

cast was more favorable: less 

rain and higher temperatures. 

There, experienced racers 

were on hand to teach new-

comers about proper cloth-

ing, safe boat setup, basic 

stroke techniques, how to run 

the rapids and what to do if 

you capsize. 
Experienced paddlers 

also guided people down the 

river to learn more about the 

Classic Race: how to nav-

igate the rapids, where to 

enter and exit the two portag-

es and how to find the calmer 

option: a by-pass to the Hill 

and Dale Rapids.

The final Canoe Race 

Clinic will take place on 

Saturday, April 12 at 11 a.m. 

There is no advance sign up 

and it is free to racers, who 

are already registered for the 

race. If they haven’t signed 

up to race yet, there will be a 

$10 fee and they must sign a 

waiver to participate. 

Organizers suggest that 

paddlers not wear cotton 

jeans or tops if the weath-

er is rainy; these will absorb 

water and have no heat 

retention factors. Wetsuits 

and drysuits with paddling 

gloves and booties are high-

ly recommended. Lacking 

that, wool shirts, pants and 

socks (retain heat when wet) 

or synthetic clothing (dry 

quickly) may be substituted. 

Also consider a neo-

prene or wool hat and wet-

suit or other non-absorbent 

gloves. Those taking part 

should come dressed in pad-

dling clothes, have a full set 

of dry clothes in their cars 

at the finish line and need 

to set up transportation back 

after coming off the river in 

Woronoco Village. In setting 

transportation up at the finish 

line, cars should park on the 

right hand side of Woronoco 

road as they head downhill 

towards the 25 mph sign. 

Clinic participants should 

meet at the Classic Race 

start line staging area by the 

MassDOT maintenance yard 

in Huntington, off of the 

green bridge on Route 112 in 

downtown Huntington. 

Pe rsona l  f loa ta t ion 

devices are required for all 

paddlers and helmets are 

required for all kayakers 

and stand up paddle board-

ers. Air floatation devices/

bags are highly recommend-

ed for canoes and kayaks to 

assist with self rescue if they 

capsize. They should have a 

bailer and spare paddle in the 

boat and two eight foot lines 

attached to each end of their 

canoe. These lines can be 

coiled up and taped down to 

help pull their boat to shore 

if needed.
Organizers stress prepar-

ing ahead for the clinics and 

for race day. In their words, 

“It’s not a question of if you 

will flip but when you will 

flip.” They have posted the 

following steps for what to 

do if this happens. 

First: make sure their 

partner is safe before dealing 

with anything else. Partners 

should agree ahead of time 

which side of the river to 

swim to; heading toward the 

Route 20 side is recommend-

ed. Hang onto the paddle to 

use if they can retrieve their 

boat. Float on their back with 

their feet downstream to fend 

off the rocks. 
If they can, pull the line 

attached to their boat with 

them to drag it to shore to 

empty the water out and 

resume the race. Do not try 

to stand until they can touch 

the bottom near a shore with 

their hands. The “paddler 

code” is to always help oth-

Final canoe race clinic to be held on April 12
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By Wendy Long

Correspondent

Adam Gagne achieved 

the rank of Eagle Scout at 

age 15, the highest level of 

accomplishment in the Boy 

Scouts of America. 

As an adult, he went 

on to lead Scout troops for 

33 years and helped anoth-

er dozen teenagers get to the 

rank of Eagle Scout. Each 

Eagle Scout gets a men-

tor pin and gives it to the 

non-parent who they feel 

helped them the most in 

their scouting journey. Three 

of Gagne’s 12 Eagle Scouts 

bestowed their mentor pins 

to him. Clearly, this was a 

man dedicated to children 

and an active, outdoor life.

Today, Adam wears a hat 

indoors, sits under an electric 

blanket and wears a heated 

jacket. His easy chair rais-

es him to an almost standing 

position and Adam slowly 

leaves the room for a few 

minutes. When he returns, 

it’s clear that the short trip 

has taken a toll: he is breath-

ing heavily as he settles back 

into his chair. Claudette 

helps him with a wheelchair 

for anything beyond the 

house, as he is now too weak 

to walk very far. 

Thirty years ago, Gagne 

was diagnosed with diabetes 

in his 20s and made an effort 

to eat better, lose weight, and 

become more active. Despite 

these efforts, he needed insu-

lin in his 30s and by 2019 

was diagnosed with kidney 

disease. Now in his 50s, 

Adam and his wife Claudette 

are facing the unthinkable: 

Stage 5 Kidney Disease. 

“From what we’ve read, 

it’s not necessarily diabe-

tes that’s done this to me. 

It could be the medications 

I had to take,” Gagne said. 

“But diabetes is a big play on 

kidneys.”
Kidneys serve a lot of 

functions in the human body, 

but their main job is filtering 

waste products, excess fluids, 

and toxins from the blood. 

When a person with kidney 

disease reaches Stage 5, the 

kidneys are no longer func-

tioning and one needs dial-

ysis to survive. At the time 

MATCH, page 7

CANOE RACE, page 3

Adam Gagne and his wife Claudette at their home in Goshen. 

Friends have organized a March at Look Park and a GoFundMe 

site for Adam, who has stage 5 kidney disease. 
Turley photo by Wendy Long

Experienced paddlers Julie Marcoulier in the stern and her daughter, Jessie, take a run down the 

Westfield River in preparation for the annual canoe races. Courtesy photo by Harry Rock

‘March for a Match’ 

organized for man in need of kidney
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HILLTOWNS

The  Massachuse t t s 
D e p a r t m e n t  o f 
Transportation announces 
multiple construction oper-
ations on I90 eastbound and 
westbound for bridge paint-
ing and repair, tree trimmin, 
and guardrail work. 

The work will  take 
place now through Friday, 
April 18.

In West Stockbridge, 
bridge painting work will 
occur on I90 eastbound and 
westbound at mile marker 
1.3, utilizing lane closures 
now through Friday, April 
18 from 7 a.m.-4:30 p.m. 

each day. Bridge repair 
work will be conducted 
on I90 eastbound between 
mile markers 2.0 and 3.0, 
utilizing lane closures now 
through Friday, April 18, 
from 7 a.m.-3 p.m. each day.

Guardrail work will 
occur on I90 eastbound 
be tween  mi le  markers 
0.8 and 2.0, utilizing lane 
c losures ,  now through 
Thursday night, April 17 
from 7 p.m.-5:30 a.m. the 
following morning, ending 
Friday morning, April 18 at 
5:30 a.m.

In Blandford tree trim-

ming work will be con-
ducted on I90 eastbound at 
mile marker 31.0, utilizing 
lane closures now through 
Friday, April 18 from 7 
a.m.-3:30 p.m. each day. 
Drivers traveling through 
these areas should expect 
delays, reduce speed, and 
use caution. Appropriate 
signage and messaging will 
be in place to guide drivers 
through the work areas. All 
scheduled work is weather 
dependent and subject to 
change without notice.

For more information 
on traffic conditions, trav-

elers are encouraged to: 
Download the Mass511 
mobile app or visit www.
mass511.com to view live 
cameras, travel times, real-
time traffic conditions, 
and project information 
before setting out on the 
road. Users can subscribe 
to receive text and email 
alerts for traffic conditions.  
Dial 511 and select a route 
to hear real-time conditions. 
Follow @MassDOT on X 
(formerly known as Twitter) 
to receive regular updates 
on road and traffic condi-
tions.

MassDOT announces I-90 repair work
HILLTOWNS – The 

Western County Public 
Health District will host a 
Health Fair at the Southwick 
Town Hall Auditorium on 
Friday, May 16 from 9:30 
a.m. to 1:30 p.m.

People are encourage to 
bring a non-perishable item 
for the Community Food 
Pantry. There will be infor-
mation on home health, inde-

pendent/assisted living, the 
state’s 911 program, health 
insurance, food insecurity 
and massage therapy. 

Local maple syrup will 
be available to purchase.

Also, present will be 
the nutrition program from 
the Food Bank with the 
“Smoothie Bike”.It is possi-
ble to blend smoothies while 
pedaling. 

Public Health District 
hosts health fair

EASTER HAMS

  

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

USDA INSP. BONE-IN
PORK LOIN ROAST
RIB END or LOIN END ........

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH
PORK HAM (LEG) ..................

USDA INSP. $199
lb

SALE DATES: 
4/10-4/16

$199

lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN
PREMIUM 
CLEANED PORK 
FROM CHITTERING 5 LB BAG 

$1999

USDA INSP. FROZEN

BUTTERBALL
TURKEYS ...................

USDA INSP. FROZEN BONE-IN

TURKEY BREAST ....................

USDA INSP. FROZEN

KING FISH STEAKS
W/ HEAD OR TAIL ...................

$5999
ea

USDA INSP. FROZEN

CONCH MEAT
CLEANED 5 LB BOX..........................

$159
lb

USDA INSP. BONELESS
KAYEM BUDABALL
WHOLE PIT HAM ...............

$369
lb

lb

FRESH BONE-IN
BEEF RIBEYE

$499

$133
lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN SKINLESS

SALMON FILLETS ...................... ea
$599

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET!

PRICES IN  RED
ARE AT OR BELOW

 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

$829
lb

CUT
FREE

WHOLE 
OR HALF

BEEF 
TENDERLOIN

$1999
ea

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN

COOKED SHRIMP
16/20 COUNT 2 LB BAG ..................

USDA INSP. 
FRESH

AMERICAN
LEG OF LAMB

HOLIDAY 
PORK ROAST

STUFFED W/ HAM
CHEESE, PEPPERS, 

BACON, OLIVES

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN BONELESS
BUTCHER WAGON 
DINNER HAM .........................$179

lb

USDA INSP. SKINLESS & SHANKLESS 
KAYEM OLD TIME 
SMOKED HAM .......................$199

USDA INSP. CHICOPEE PROVISIONS
BLUE SEAL KIELBASA 
FOR EASTER ..........................$499

lb

$449
lb

Lenten Specials

$1088
lb

$689
lb

CUT
FREE

AVG. 
WGT. 
12 LB

AVG. 
WGT. 
3 LB

AVG. 
WGT. 
14 LB

Serving Hampden & Berkshire Counties
WWW.COOPEREXCAVATINGMA.COM

Not Just  Septic Work...Not Just  Septic Work...

SEPTIC SYSTEMS DESIGNED & INSTALLEDSEPTIC SYSTEMS DESIGNED & INSTALLED

SITE WORKSITE WORK

EXCAVATING
AND TRUCKING INC.

DRAINAGEDRAINAGE

...But, got a problem 
with your pooper? 

Call...
413-568-3164

will again be stationed along 
the river, kayakers will be 
posted near the portages and 
four rescue kayakers posi-
tioned with the Russell Fire 
Department at the HIll and  
Dale Rapids with throw 
ropes to pull in capsized 
paddlers. 

A dedicated radio fre-
quency continues to be in 
place for all of these teams, 
which was set up by the 
Massachusetts Emergency 
Management Agency; the 
ZELLO Push to Talk app 
will be on the phones of vol-
unteers, who aren’t issued 
radios. 

Last year saw a medi-
cal emergency as one pad-
dler finished the race in 
Woronoco. Based on that 
experience, the Classic Race 
finish line in Woronoco will 

have a medical station this 
year with a triage registered 
nurse to assess the physical 
condition of paddlers com-
ing off the river and provide 
immediate care if needed. 
The Russell Fire Department 
rescue truck will also be 
staged at the finish line to 
immediately assist if needed.

Safety for racers was 
also covered in depth at 
the two race clinics held 
on Sunday, April 6 and 
Saturday, April 12. Racers 
were taught about proper 
clothing, safe boat setup, 
basic stroke techniques, how 
to run the rapids and what to 
do if they capsize. 

Experienced paddlers 
also guided people down the 
river to learn more about the 
Classic Race: how to nav-
igate the rapids, where to 

enter and exit the two por-
tages and how to find the 
calmer option: a by-pass to 
the Hill and Dale Rapids. 

Race partners were also 
advised to have a “capsize 
plan” if their boat dumps, 
which includes things like 
swimming to the Route 20/
road side of the river, hang-
ing onto one’s paddle and 
not standing up in the water 
until one’s hand is touching 
bottom. Personal floatation 
devices are required for all 
paddlers and helmets are 
required for all kayakers and 
stand up paddle boarders. 

Air floatation devices/
bags are highly recommend-
ed for canoes and kayaks to 
assist with self rescue if they 
capsize. Participants should 
have a bailer and spare pad-
dle in the boat, and two 8 

foot lines attached to each 
end of their canoe. These 
lines can be coiled up and 
taped down to help pull their 
boat to shore if needed.

Spectator 
parking and viewing
Saturday, April 19 is 

also an important and fun 
day for spectators. Families, 
friends, and general enthusi-
asts are advised to consider 
the following viewing loca-
tions. People may park at the 
Hilltown Community Health 
Center and cross Route 20 
to watch the racers pass the 
pull off. Please note that 
parking at the pull off is for 
volunteers and race officials 
only and will also be used 
for expert racers to load their 
boats as they finish. 

Another recommend-

ed viewing spot is near the 
Main Street Bridge in the 
center of Russell; please 
park on Frog Hollow Road. 
They can also park and view 
at the Whippernon pull off 
on Route 20, which is across 
from the old Whippernon 
golf course. 

The  Hi l l  and  Dale 
Rapids is one of the most 
exciting places to watch the 
Classic Race. This loca-
tion promises some of the 
most exciting action and 
spills, but involves a steep 
hillside that requires good 
footwear and physical condi-
tion. People must park at the 
Russell VFW and walk down 
Route 20 to the pull off near 
Countryside Woodcraft . 
They will have to climb 
over the guardrail and then 
descend a steep hill to get 

to the river. Take care to not 
send rocks crashing down 
to people below or trying to 
come up. Sensible footwear 
such as good hiking boots is 
helpful. Keep in mind that 
it will be cooler by the river 
so make sure to have warm 
layers.

Race celebration
Strathmore Park on 

Route 20 will be open to rac-
ers, families, friends and the 
public in the afternoon. An 
awards ceremony will take 
place there once everyone is 
off the water and accounted 
for. Alcohol is not allowed 
at this event. There will be 
at least two food trucks and 
a DJ for music, along with 
face painting for children. 
Awards should be announced 
around 3 p.m.
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GOSHEN

GOSHEN – People are 
invited on Saturday, April 
26 for a spaghetti dinner 
and raffle fundraiser hosted 
by the Goshen Open Space 
Committee at the Goshen 
Town Hall, 42 Main St.  

S p r u c e  C o r n e r 
Restaurant will cater the din-
ner.. Doors open at 4:30 p.m. 
for purchase of raffle tick-
ets. Dinner is served at 5:30 
p.m.and raffle drawing is at 
6:30 p.m. 

Raffle prizes include 
local maple syrup, portrait 
painting ($500 value), quilts 
of assorted sizes, themed 
baskets, gift cards to local 
venues and much more. 

Tickets will also be 
available for their annu-
al quilt raffle. This year’s 
hand-crafted quilt encom-
passes strips on the diagonal 
surrounded by a turquoise 
and yellow lattice.  The 
color scheme will brighten 

any room it is displayed in. 
Tickets are $5. The quilt will 
be on display. The full/queen 
size quilt was pieced and 
donated by Lorraine Brisson 
and professionally quilted by 
Sue’s Quilt Studio, Chester, 
Vermont.

The mission of  the 
Re-imagine Goshen Center 
project is to create a vibrant 
town center that provides 
a recreational, cultural and 
social gathering place that 
welcomes people of all ages 
and abilities; promotes com-
munity pride through beau-
tification of our town center 
and provides a landscape to 
encourage physical activity 
and social gatherings.

Renovations to the exist-
ing park, will begin this 
spring, include drilling a 
well, construction of a utility 
shed and installation of hard-
scaping. 

T h e  O p e n  S p a c e 

Committee extends its grat-
itude to all sponsors, donors 
and volunteers, who have 
supported this  exci t ing 
project. They look forward 
to future collaborations 
with community members. 
While they have communi-
ty preservation funding and 
Community Project Funding 
from the Massachusetts state 
legislature, every donation 
helps them reach their finan-
cial goal. 

To  reg is te r,  people 
should mail a check with 
email address (for confir-
mation) to Town of Goshen, 
Open Space Committee, 
40 Main St., Goshen, MA 
01032. They should make 
check payable to: Town of 
Goshen and include in the  
Memo: Re-imagine Goshen.  

To learn more about the 
Re-imagine Goshen Center 
project or to donate, people 
may visit thewebsite at www.

goshen-ma.us/departments/
open-space-committee/. For 
inquiries or to volunteer, they 

may send an email to reimag-
inegoshen01032@gmail .
com.

Quilt to be raffled at spaghetti dinner, fundraiser

This full/queen quilt with diagonal strip blocks in a turquoise 
lattice and piano key border will be raffled at the Re-imageine 
Goshen Center fundraiser spaghetti dinner and raffles on 
Saturday, April 26 Submitted photo

Corrections 
policy

If you notice a fac-
tual error in our pages, 
please let us know, 
so that we can set the 
record straight. Email 
information to coun-
tryjournal@turley.com, 
or call us at 413-283-
8393. 

Corrections will 
be printed in the same 
section where the error 
originally occurred.

PLEASE RECYCLE THIS NEWSPAPER
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enough funding. One stu-
dent described moving 
to Gateway from a larger 
district and realizing how 
fewer opportunities were 
available to him in compar-
ison. Another student ath-
lete talked about only hav-
ing the chance to play from 
among six sports teams in 
the entire year and how this 
lack of opportunity affects 
students’ physical and men-
tal health. 

One spoke about being 
frequently late to school 
because her bus route is an 
hour long. The student who 
spoke last concluded, “All 
kids deserve a fully funded 
school. Kids should not be 
treated differently because 
of zip codes.”

When the students 
ended, State Representative 
Kelly Pease spoke to the 
panel. Pease told his col-
leagues,  “As a former 
Gateway graduate and now 
representing the Hampshire 
Regional School District, I 
can tell you that all of these 

rural schools are struggling. 
Hold harmless is doing 
anything but, because cuts 
are continuously being 
made year after year in 
these schools. As Senator 
Comerford said, we need to 
look at the Chapter 70 for-
mula.”

Fourth graders from 
Chester Elementary School 
took the microphone about 
fifteen minutes later. One 
commented, “Every year 
we are told that we are 
not worth fully funding.” 
Another explained that their 
school and district had to 
compete for competitive 
grants in order to meet basic 
needs, which is not sustain-
able. And the chamber burst 
into applause at the “50% is 
a failing grade” comment. 
The students and a parent, 
who testified received an 
enthusiastic ovation at the 
end, causing Representative 
Kip A. Diggs to quip, “I’m 
not going to lie. You had us 
at hello.”

Superintendent Kristen 

Smidy was justifiably proud 
of her students. “It was 
incredible to see our stu-
dents advocate for school 
funding-they were well spo-
ken, passionate, and direct 
in their request to the com-
mittee,” Smidy reported. 

A dozen eighth grad-
ers, seven fourth graders, 
and one 10th grader went 
with staff members Chris 
Mosher, Mikayla Menin, 
Karen Leis, Bill Brown, 
Cheryl Miller Harper, Susan 
Rhodes, Ashley Therrien 
and Lyn Thomson, along 
with Superintendent Smidy. 

After the testimony, the 
students got a tour of the 
State House from Gateway 
alumnus Joey Pisani, who 
attends Suffolk University 
in Boston.

Anyone wishing to 
view the testimony may 
go to the homepage of the 
Joint Committee on Ways 
and Means and click on the 
4/8/25 webcast. Gateway 
students appear at the 1:10 
and 1:33 marks.

Community Compact grant
Wa t e r  a n d  S e w e r 

Commission Chair H. Daniel 
Oliveira,  Commissioner 
K a r o n  H a t h aw a y  a n d 
Administrative Coordinator 
Laura Driscoll met with the 
board to discuss a $157,000 
Community Compact IT 
grant for a Supervisory 
Control and Data Acquisition 
system at the water plant. A 
series of votes had the board 
unanimously accepting the 
grant, declaring Peloquin 
the authorized signatory and 
having the project managed 
by the water & sewer depart-
ment. 

They also authorized 
Peloquin to sign a contract 
with Tighe & Bond, once 
the state grant comes back 
signed. Two other items-a 
senior tax workofff and a 
water issue at the fire sta-
tion-were deferred until next 
week’s meeting.

Full time Fire Chief
Talks continued with 

Fire Chief Joshua Ellinger, 
who has proposed making his 
position full time in the com-
ing Fiscal Year. The select 
board feels that the town 
cannot afford to include the 
full time salary in the general 
budget. This would also make 
the position eligible for health 
insurance and there is already 
some concern over that line 
due to a number of current-
ly open positions. Ellinger 
had drafted a warrant article 
on this for consideration at 

Annual Town Meeting; if it 
passed, it would be a ballot 
question for a 2-½ override 
on an election to be held by 
Sept. 1. 

This position would 
then have to be posted and 
go to the most qualified can-
didate and could eventually 
be in jeopardy if area towns 
decide to regionalize their 
fire departments. Ellinger 
expressed concern over put-
ting an undue burden on 
the taxpayers but the board 
recommended he take time 
to think about it before 
withdrawing the article. If 
Ellinger does pull the warrant 
article, he would like addi-
tional compensation for his 
current duties, saying that 
new reporting requirements 
have increased his work load. 

Live parking sign
Police Chief Robert 

Garriepy presented a rec-
ommendation to MassDOT 
to replace the “live parking 
only” signs on Route 20 rest 
areas with signs stating “live 
parking only from June 1 
through Sept. 1.” This pro-
posal was worked out with 
Russell Police Chief Kevin 
Hennessey and the two deter-
mined that those months are 
when most complaints occur. 
It would restore spring and 
fall river access for fisher-
men, which the public has 
strongly advocated for.

Search committee
Garriepy and Peloquin 

also gave an update on the 
search committee for a 
new police chief. Joseph 
Simonowicz of the Army 
Corps of Engineers is unable 
to serve on the committee. 
Peloquin was appointed to 
the committee in his place. 
Agreement was reached on 
making sure applications 
are reviewed with names 
removed to avoid bias.  

Other business
In other business, the 

board approved the May 
10 town election warrant 
and approved a Community 
Development Block Grant 
for $1,250,000 that includes 
funding for improvements to 
Woronoco Village and sup-
port for the HCHC Family 
Center, Southern Hilltowns 
Adult Education Center, 
Southern Hilltowns Domestic 
Violence Task Force and the 
Food Pantry. 

Final ly,  people  are 
requesting permit fee refunds 
but Booth was not in favor 
as a number of town employ-
ees already work on these 
applications and the fees 
help defray the costs of their 
time. He moved that fees, 
unless caused by an error 
by the town, will not be 
returned. This was unani-
mously approved but will be 
double checked against Mass 
General Law. 

Most remaining items 
were deferred to the addi-
tional meeting scheduled for 
April 16 from 4:30-6 p.m.

STATE HOUSE from page 1SELECT BOARD from page 1

CHESTER – During 
April School Vacation on 
Tuesday, April 22 Laurel 
Lenski is back for a spe-
cial child friendly even at 
Hamilton Memorial Library, 
195 West Main St. 

Her joyful energy is 
contagious and always gets 
the fun going through cre-
ative play, perfect for engag-
ing children in meaningful 
skill building. Her pro-
grams are generously spon-
sored by the Massachusetts 

C u l t u r a l  C o u n c i l .                                                                                                                        
On Wednesday April 23, 
ch i ld ren  may  d rop  in 
between 1-6 p.m. for the 
open LEGO bin. They will 
get their imagination and 
creative juices flowing by 
making their own creations. 
LEGO idea books will be 
available to help inspire.                                                                                                                                 

Falconer’s Journey 
in Mongolia  

People are invited to a 
special slideshow presenta-

tion by Massachusetts fal-
coner Erin Shanley as she 
shares her experiences liv-
ing, hunting with golden 
eagles and riding horseback 
through remote, breathtaking 
landscapes with the nomadic 
Mongolian Eagle Hunters on 
Saturday April 26 at 11a.m. 
in the Chester Town Hall. 
People should RSVP by 
calling 413-354-7808. This 
program is generously spon-
sored by the Massachusetts 
Cultural Council.

Hamilton Memorial Library 
announces upcoming events

CHESTER

Cornerstone Christian Church held their first ever Easter Egg Hunt in downtown Chester. 
Children are seen gathering eggs with a variety of goodies at Chester’s Memorial Park. 
Following the egg hunt everyone returned to the church community room for delicious 
snacks, ice cream, crafts and fellowship. The Cornerstone Christian Church holds services 
every Sunday beginning at 10 a.m. Submitted photo
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CHESTERFIELD

CHESTERFIELD – The 
Chesterfield 4 Seasons Club 
will hold its annual fishing 
derby on Sunday, May 11 
from 9 am.-noon at Bisbee’s 
Pond. 

This annual event is 
held for children ages 14 and 
under. This has been a suc-
cessful event for the past 37 
years, which is completely 

run by volunteers and dona-
tions provided.

The  Ches te r fie ld  4 
Season’s is grateful for any 
and all donations provided. 
Any of the following items 
are needed: fishing supplies, 
prizes, gift cards or monetary 
donations are appreciated.

Monetary donations are 
used to purchase prizes. Food 

and beverages are provided 
to children and families at no 
cost to them.

No donation is too small 
and the 4 Seasons thanks 
people for their support. 
Checks should be made pay-
able to Chesterfield Four 
Seasons/Kids Derby, P.O. 
Box 48.Chesterfield, MA 
01012.

4 Seasons Club to host
fishing derby on May 11

Read the Country Journal online at countryjournal.turley.com
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Dear Rusty: 
I am going to be 67 in 

a few weeks and I plan on 
working for another year 
or two. 

According to Social 
Security, they count the best 
35 years to come up with 
your benefit. I currently 
have 30 years, with 2024 
and 2025 taxes yet to be 
filed. If I take my benefit 
now, will I get an upward 
adjustment after filing my 
taxes for those years or 
do I need to wait to apply 
for SS until after filing my 
taxes to get credit for those 
years? 

Signed: Still Working 
 

Dear Still Working: 
Whenever you claim 

your Social Security ben-
efit, SSA will look at your 
lifetime earnings record on 
file at the time as received 
from the IRS and calculate 
your “Primary Insurance 
Amount” using that record 
on file. They will use your 
highest earning 35 years 
to do that calculation and, 
if you do not yet have 35 
years, they will use “zero 
$$” enough times to make 
it 35 years. In other words, 
your benefit will always be 
calculated using 35 years, 
whether you actually have 
35 years of earnings on 
record or not.   

H o w e v e r ,  S o c i a l 
Securi ty revisi ts  your 
earnings record whenever 
additional information is 
received from the IRS, so if 
file your taxes and add the 
additional year’s income 
after you start your Social 
Security benefits, you will 
get credit for those addi-
tional earnings. Essentially, 
you will be replacing one 
of the “zero $$” years 
originally used to calcu-
late your benefit amount 
and Social Security will 
recalculate your month-
ly amount to reflect that, 
resulting in an increase to 
your monthly benefit.   

Thus, as long as you 

work and earn and report 
your earnings to the IRS, 
Social Security will update 
your record and automat-
ically give you a high-
er benefit if warranted by 
your more recent earnings. 
That recalculation usually 
happens later in the year 
after April 15, but Social 
Security will make any 
increase retroactive to the 
beginning of the calendar 
year, so you will get any 
higher benefit effective 
with January.  

So, since you have 
already reached your Full 
Retirement Age, you can (if 
you wish) apply for Social 
Security now and be con-
fident that Social Security 
will give you credit for any 
additional earnings after 
you apply. And for clar-
ity, if you choose to wait 
beyond your full retirement 
age to claim, you will earn 
Delayed Retirement Credits 
(DRCs), which will contin-
ue to increase your monthly 
benefit amount until you 
are 70 years of age. DRCs 
will add 8% to your PIA 
for each full year you delay 
(.667% for each month you 
delay past your FRA). 

T h e  A s s o c i a t i o n 
M a t u r e  C i t i z e n s 
Foundation and its staff 
are not affiliated with or 
endorsed by the Social 
Security Administration 
or any other governmen-
tal entity. This article is 
intended for informa-
tion purposes and does 
not represent legal or 
financial  guidance.  I t 
presents  the  opinions 
and interpretations of 
the Association Mature 
Ci t i zens  Foundat ion’s 
staff, trained and accredit-
ed by the National Social 
Security Association  To 
submit a question, visit 
amacfoundation.org/pro-
grams/social-security-advi-
sory or email us at ssadvi-
sor@amacfoundation.org. 
Russell Gloor is a Social 
Security advisor for AMAC.  

GUEST COLUMN

By Lisa Butler
Guest Columnist

Five-year-olds can be 
goofy. That was my 
first thought sever-

al years ago when my son 
stumbled and fell to the 
ground. But when he failed 
to get up and told us that his 
legs hurt, my husband and 
I grew worried. By the time 
we got him to a doctor, his 
mystery sickness had pro-
gressed. He couldn’t walk 
down the hall to the exam 
room without bracing him-
self against the wall.

It’s difficult to describe 
the sheer terror I felt in 
that moment. His body was 
seizing up, but he remained 
aware of his surroundings. 
Worst of all, there was noth-
ing I could do to fix it.

Eventually we learned 
that we were among the 
thousands of American fam-
ilies affected each year by 
Guillain-Barré Syndrome 
or GBS, a rare, debilitating 
neuromuscular condition 
that can strike anyone at a 
moment’s notice. 

Despite GBS’s life-al-
tering impact, treatment 
options today are limited, 
outdated and often inad-
equate. Developing more 
effective therapies for this 
terrible disease should be an 
urgent public health priority.

Just diagnosing GBS 
is a challenge. An initial 
battery of tests on our son 
revealed nothing. His paral-
ysis progressed rapidly with-

in hours he could not stand 
or lift his arms above his 
waist. A spinal tap 24 hours 
after the onset of symptoms 
showed elevated protein lev-
els. At that point, our doctor 
knew it was GBS.

GBS doesn’t discrimi-
nate. Everyone from young 
children to the elderly can 
fall victim. GBS typical-
ly strikes without warning 
and moves at lightning-fast 
speed. Some patients expe-
rience only mild to moderate 
symptoms, while others lose 
the ability to chew, swallow 
or even breathe without a 
ventilator. Ultimately, about 
one in 20 people with the 
condition die from it.

Since the disease moves 
at such a fast clip, it’s crit-
ical to identify and treat it 
promptly. Sadly, however, 
patients who show up at the 
emergency room with symp-
toms of GBS are often told 
that they’re suffering from 
stress or dehydration and 
sent home. In many such 
cases, the muscle weak-
ness keeps intensifying and 
patients end up back at the 
hospital practically para-
lyzed. 

Despite abundant prog-
ress in many other disease 
areas in recent years, there 
is still no therapy approved 
specifically for GBS in the 
United States. The two com-
monly used to treat GBS, 
intravenous immunoglobulin 
and plasma exchange, have 
to be administered in a num-
ber of courses and can take 

weeks to take effect.
With the current stan-

dard of care, 40% of GBS 
patients will still need to be 
admitted to the ICU. One-
quarter will require mechan-
ical ventilation. Close to 
one-fifth can’t walk within 
one year of treatment and 
about half experience pain 
for upwards of three years 
following recovery. 

The good news is that 
scientists could be on the 
verge of a paradigm-shifting 
breakthrough. As we speak, 
researchers are working 
overtime to develop thera-
pies that, for the first time, 
specifically target GBS. One 
experimental treatment has 
shown the potential to cut 
total recovery time and thus 
the amount of time the dis-
ease has to progress, in half.

These advancements 
offer hope that, one day, 
patients of all ages whether 
they’re five or 85 will have 
access to faster, more effec-
tive treatments for GBS. 
With better treatments, we 
could finally ease the burden 
of this terrifying, debilitating 
disease.

N o t e :  L i s a  B u t l e r 
is president and CEO of 
GBS | CIDP Foundation 
International, a global non-
profit  organization sup-
porting individuals and 
their families affected by 
Guillain-Barré syndrome, 
chronic inflammatory demy-
e l ina t ing  po lyneuropa-
thy and related conditions. 
(gbs-cidp.org).

Urgent need for better treatments for GBS

GUEST COLUMN

OPINION Country
   Journal

EDITOR
Ellenor Downer
countryjournal@

turley.com

ADVERTISING 
SALES

Wendy Delcamp
wdelcamp@turley.com

@ Country Journal

WEB
countryjournal.turley.com

The Country Journal (USPS 483-
550) is published every Thursday by 

Turley Publications, Inc., 24 Water St., 
Palmer, Mass. 01069. Telephone

(413) 283-8393, Fax  (413) 289-1977. 
 POSTMASTER: Send address 

changes to Turley Publications, Inc., 
24 Water St., Palmer, Mass. 01069. 

www.turley.com
Turley Publications, Inc. cannot assume 
liability for the loss of photographs 
or other materials submitted for 
publication. Materials will not be 
returned except upon specific request 
when submitted.

PATRICK H.  TURLEY 
CEO

KEITH TURLEY
President

DEANNA SLOAT
Graphics Manager

TEAM

ISSN NO. 0747-2471

The Country Journal welcomes 
readers to participate in this year’s 
election campaigns by writing letters 
to the editor for publication on these 
pages. Letters of up to 250 words from 
local residents endorsing candidates 
on the ballot or discussing campaign 
issues should be sent to The Country 
Journal, care of Turley Publications, 
24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069, 
faxed to 413-289-1977 or emailed to 
countryjournal@turley.com. Please 

include a daytime telephone number 
for verification purposes (it will not be 
printed). Letters must be received by 
noon Friday to be considered for the 
following Thursday’s newspaper. No 
attack letters will be printed. No letters 
written by candidates supporting their 
own candidacy will be printed. If the 
volume of letters received is larger 
than the space available in the news-
paper, or if the letters become repeti-
tive, the newspaper reserves the right 

to print a representative sample. No 
endorsement letters will be printed in 
the last edition before the election. For 
more information, call 413-283-8393.

Campaign news
As part of its election cover-

age, the newspaper plans to print 
stories about contested races for 
Congress, state Senate, state House, 
district attorney and Governor’s 
Council during the weeks leading up 

to the election, as well as a ques-
tion-and-answer voters guide. In 
order to ensure fairness to all candi-
dates, no political press releases will 
be printed, nor will reporters cover 
political rallies or fundraisers.

Candidates who wish to further 
publicize their candidacy, beliefs and 
events may contact advertising, 413-
283-8393 about paid advertising in 
The Country Journal.

Country Journal welcomes election letters to the editor

PHONE
413.283.8393

Fax: 413.283.7017
Subscriptions: 413.283.8393

EMAIL

Advertising Sales
Wendy Delcamp

wdelcamp@turley.com

Editor
Ellenor Downer

countryjournal@turley.com

Subscriptions
www.turley.com

$31 per year pre-paid
($36 out of state)

Newsstand: $ .75 per copy

WEB
www.countryjournal.turley.com

        @ Country Journal

The Country Journal is published by 
Turley Publications, Inc. •  www.turley.com

EDITORIAL
POLICY

Letters to the editor 
should be 500 words 
or less in length. We 
require letter writers 
to include his or her 
name, town of residence 
and home telephone 
n u m b e r.  We  m u s t 
authenticate authorship 
prior to publication. 
We reserve the right to 
edit or withhold any 
submissions deemed 
t o  b e  l i b e l o u s  o r 
contain unsubstantiated 
allegations, personal 
attacks, defamation of 
character and offensive 
language. All unknown 
or alleged facts and 
quotations offered by 
the author need to cite 
c r ed ib l e ,  unb i a sed 
sources.

Mail letter to Country 
Journal, 24 Water Street, 
Palmer,  MA 01069 
or mail your letter to: 
countryjournal@turley.
com.

Many people plan 
t r ips  over  Apri l 
vacation! Not me, I 

am planning an escape to the 
garden.  

I have been chomping at 
the bit to do some garden-
ing in spite of this crazy, 
post-winter weather we are 
having. Can you believe it 
snowed twice last week?  

Maybe a dusting at your 
house, but Saturday’s snow-
fall was a despicable four 
inches! At least forecasts 
for this upcoming week are 
improving, and I’m hoping 
that vacation week’s are even 
better.  

While it’s best to wait 
until Memorial Day to sow 
bean and squash seeds, as 

well as transplant your toma-
to and pepper seedlings into 
the garden, there are many 
veggies that thrive in cooler 
spring temperatures. Here is 
a re-cap of a column from 
a few years back, outlining 
the veggie seeds that can be 
sown in the garden now:

Beet seeds can be plant-

ed as soon as the soil can 
be worked. Sow them close 
together and thin to three 
inches apart for full size 
beets – use the culled greens 
in salad.  For a pretty beet 
try Chiogga for its alternat-
ing stripes of pink and white; 
pick early for best quality.  

More interested in beet 

greens than beets them-
selves? Beautiful Bull’s 
Blood grows well throughout 
the summer months without 
getting bitter.

Carrots will also grow 
well under cool conditions, 
although they may take lon-
ger to come up. Keep them 
moist to hasten germination. 
Experts recommend sowing 
fast-growing radish seeds to 
mark carrot rows as well as 
provide shade (and therefore 
moisture retention).  

I’ve also heard of folks 
covering rows of carrot seeds 
with burlap or straw for the 
same reason.  For the longest, 
straightest roots, be sure the 
seed bed is deep and rock-
free. Thin twice, with an 

ultimate spacing of one inch 
apart.  

Amazing ly  enough , 
carrots come in all shades 
of yellow and orange, pur-
ple and red, even white. Try 
Yellowstone, Atomic Red, 
Purple Haze and White Satin 
for an extremely colorful 
coleslaw.

Lettuce is one of the best 
crops to start now. In fact, it 
won’t germinate at all when 
soil temperatures top 75 
degrees.  

Sow your seeds every 
couple of weeks for a con-
tinuous supply throughout 
the summer. Get creative 
with lattice or interplant with 

Vacation plans, anyone?

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

GUEST COLUMN

Will my Social Security 
increase if I keep working 
after applying?

GARDEN, page 5
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EASTHAMPTON

EASTHAMPTON – 
bankESB announces it has 
nominated the Volunteers in 
Public Schools of Westfield 
for a Massachusetts Bankers 
Associat ion Chari table 
Foundation grant, resulting 
in the organization receiving 
a $1,000 award.

Each year, the MBA 
Char i table  Foundat ion 
provides grants to non-
profit organizations across 
Massachusetts, with recipi-
ents nominated by member 
banks. bankESB proudly 
nominated VIPS of Westfield 
in recognition of its dedica-
tion to enhancing education-
al opportunities and support-
ing students and educators in 
the Westfield Public Schools.

“We are thrilled to 
support the Volunteers in 
Public Schools of Westfield 
and their invaluable work 
in enriching education 
for local students,” said 
Matthew Sosik, bankESB 
president and CEO. “Their 
efforts make a lasting impact 
in our community, and we 
are proud to have played a 

role in securing this well-de-
served grant.”

VIPS of  Westfie ld 
works to foster partnerships 
between the community and 
the school system, provid-
ing vital resources such as 
tutoring, mentoring and pro-
gram support to benefit stu-
dents of all ages. The $1,000 
grant will help the organi-
zation continue its mission 
of engaging volunteers and 
enhancing educational pro-
grams in Westfield’s public 
schools.

“Community partner-
ships are an integral part of 
Westfield Public Schools, 
and through Volunteers in 
Public Schools, our com-
munity makes a difference 
to our students,” comment-
ed Chris Tolpa, WPS Title 1 
Supervisor and VIPS presi-
dent of the Board. “Without 
the kind of support that 
bankESB gives in time and 
generous donations, many 
of the positive initiatives we 
plan for our students could 
not be done.  We are grate-
ful for bankESB, and other 

organizations like them who 
understand the role educa-
tion plays in the betterment 
of our society.”

As a community-fo-
cused bank, bankESB is 
committed to supporting 
local organizations that 
make a difference. The 
bank’s nomination of the 
Volunteers in Public Schools 
of Westfield aligns with its 
mission to contribute to the 
well-being and success of 
the communities it serves.

For more information 
about bankESB and its com-
munity initiatives, people 
may visit www.bankESB.
com.

The  Volunteers  in 
Public Schools of Westfield 
is a nonprofit organization 
dedicated to strengthening 
public education by engag-
ing community volunteers 
in supporting students and 
educators. Through mento-
ring, tutoring, and program 
support, VIPS develops and 
implements programming 
to respond to the needs of 
Westfield Public Schools.

bankESB nominates VIPS for grant

MIDDLEFIELD

MIDDLEFIELD – There 
are five candidates running 
for Finance Committee. 

Cand ida te s  inc lude 
Brand t  LeBeau ,  Ada i r 
Laurel,  Noreen Suriner, 
Don Trask and Kerri Trask. 
Three of the candidates pro-
vide statements and photos 
for this week’s edition. The 
other two did not respond to 
an email.

Noreen Suriner
My name is Noreen 

Suriner, and I am running 
for Finance Committee in 
Middlefield.

The Finance Committee 
is an important part of town 
government. It helps estab-
lish spending goals for each 
year’s budget and makes 
recommendations to the 
Select Board about expendi-
tures. My experience in town 
finance comes from serving 
as a Select Board member 
and chair from 2010 to 2013. 

As an ordained priest in 
the Episcopal Church, I have 
overseen my church’s budget 
and worked closely with both 
the Budget Committee and 
Vestry (governing board). 
At one point, I was elected 
to serve as Trustee for the 
Church Pension Fund, which 
oversees investments and 
assets.

I grew up in Middlefield 
Schools (now the Senior 
Center and then the Town 
Hall) and participated exten-
sively in local 4-H groups. 
After retiring from full-
time ministry, I returned to 
Middlefield and built my 
home. I still serve part-time 
at a small congregation, St. 
Luke’s in Lanesboro. All my 
siblings live in Middlefield 
and my brother Wayne, who 
manages the Town Transfer 
Station, resides with me. My 
family, church, 4-H and the 
town have all shaped the per-
son I am today.

Currently, I serve as the 
Town Moderator and am run-

ning for that position again. I 
deeply care for our beloved 
town and i ts  residents. 
During these uncertain times, 
many federal funds and pro-
grams are being reduced or 
eliminated, and taxpayer 
income is limited, making 
these times even more chal-
lenging. To address these 
challenges, I wish to bring 
my experience to the Finance 
Committee and serve the 
town with fiscal accountabil-
ity, compassion and vision. 
I respectfully ask for your 
vote. 

Please vote on May 3.
Thank you. 

Don Trask
It could be time for some 

new faces in town govern-
ment. 

After growing up in a 
neighboring Hilltown, I start-
ed a career that brought me 
all over the county. None of 
those places felt like home. 
Fifteen year ago, I brought 
my family back to the 
Hilltowns. As a Middlefield 
resident for ten years now, I 
hope to give back to the com-
munity that I call home.

I am a current mem-
ber of the Ad-hoc Capital 
Planning Committee. I am 
a regular attendee at all 
Finance Committee and 
Select Board meetings.

I n  2 5  y e a r s  a s  a 
Mechanical Project Engineer 
and Technical  Program 
Manager, I have learned 
skills in project and capital 
planning, cost estimating, 
scheduling, finance track-

ing and report and managing 
teams to deliver results.

I have used these skills 
managing all aspects of 
large multi-year programs 
for space, defense and com-
mercial companies. I believe 
my experience can be a great 
addition to the Middlefield 
Finance Committee. Vote 
Saturday, May 3

Karri Trask
I am currently a member 

of the Finance Committee. 
I was appointed after 

volunteering to take the place 
of a member that had moved 
out of Middlefield. I am also 
a member of the Capital 
Planning Committee.

The professional skills 
that I will bring to the 
Finance Committee are:

I  a m  a  h i g h l y 
accomplished and orga-
nized Financial Analyst/
Accountant with over 25 
years of experience.

I have advanced fiscal 
research and analysis skills, 
with experience in financial 
reporting, tax preparation and 
auditing.

I frequently manage 
multiple projects simultane-
ously while meeting dead-
lines under pressure.

I  have expert ise  in 
GAAP accounting principles 
and tax laws.

As an eight-year mem-
ber  of  the Middlefield 
Community, I will work 
t o  e n c o u r a g e  F i s c a l 
Responsibility while prior-
itizing the needs of all the 
citizens of Middlefield.

Election takes place May 3

Noreen Suriner Don Trask Karri Trask

NORTHAMPTON

NORTHAMPTON – 
Northampton Jazz Festival 
Board President Ruth Griggs 
has been named a Jazz 
Hero by the Jazz Journalists 
Association in its 25th annu-
al recognition of “activists, 
advocates, altruists, aiders 
and abettors of jazz” across 
the United States.

Gr iggs  has  led  the 
Northampton Jazz Festival 
s ince  2017 ,  when  she 
reformed the festival board, 
reinstated its 501(c)(3) non-
profit status and planned 
the first festival since 2015, 
which took place in 2018 at 
various venues throughout 

downtown Northampton. 
The Jazz Journalists 

Association, convened in 
1987, is a nonprofit organi-
zation with 250 internation-
al members that provides 
creative and educational 
resources to individuals that 
forward the great American 
art form known as jazz. The 
association offers events, 
podcasts, webinars, pro-
motional and educational 
resources, and master classes 
to musicians, promoters, edu-
cators, broadcasters, journal-
ists, photographers and writ-
ers in the genre of jazz. 

Since 2001, the Jazz 

J o u r n a l i s t s 
Association has 
identified and 
hailed individ-
uals from local 
j a z z  c o m m u -
n i t i e s  a c r o s s 
Amer i ca  who 
go beyond their 
basic responsi-
bilities to sustain 
and expand on 
musical activi-
ties. The association believes 
Jazz Heroes are essential to 
the health of the overall jazz 
ecosystem and supports local 
efforts to celebrate them. The 
2025 Jazz Heroes campaign 

is concurrent with 
the 30th Annual 
Jazz Journal is ts 
Association Jazz 
Awards for jazz 
musicians. 

G r i g g s  o f 
N o r t h a m p t o n , 
was also named a 
Difference Maker 
by BusinessWest 
in 2022 for her 
d e c a d e s - l o n g 

career as a marketing strat-
egist and her leadership 
of the Northampton Jazz 
Festival, which has become 
a respected organization, 
attracting thousands to down-

town Northampton each 
September.

A virtual gala cele-
brating the 29 Jazz Heroes 
of 2025 will be held on 
Thursday, April 17 and an 
in-person presentation of 
Griggs’ Jazz Hero certificate 
will be held locally at a later 
date.

Said Griggs,  “I  am 
honored and humbled to 
stand alongside this impres-
sive group of national Jazz 
Heroes—many of whom are 
my own heroes for all they 
do ‘to preserve and perpet-
uate this great American art 
form,’ to quote Max Roach.”

The Northampton Jazz 
Festival is a 501(c)(3) non-
profit corporation founded in 
2011 and is funded by local 
businesses, organizations, 
foundations and individuals 
which makes it possible to 
provide free live music to the 
general public. The Festival 
is Friday, Sept. 26 and 
Saturday, Sept. 27, with sev-
eral other jazz events planned 
in May, June and September. 
For more information about 
t he  Nor thampton  Jazz 
Festival, people may visit 
northamptonjazzfest.org or 
email info@northampton-
jazzfest.org.

Ruth Griggs named Jazz Hero by Jazz Journalists Association

Ruth Griggs

other crops to give lettuce a 
break from sun and heat.  

When all your friends 
are complaining that their 
salads are bitter, you’ll be 
rewarded for your efforts 
with sweet greens. Look for 
seeds that suit your season. 
Consider New Red Fire or 
Slobolt for growing in the 
summer months; Tango or 
Lollo Rossa for fall and 
winter season extension.

Parsnips, like carrots, 
take a long time to come up 
and need consistent mois-
ture in order to germinate. 
Try some of the tricks I 
mentioned above or just be 
diligent with the hose.  

Old Sturbridge Village 
grows two great heirloom 
varieties – Hollow Crown 
and Student. Harvest some 
after a few hard frosts in the 
fall, but hold on harvesting 
the rest until early spring.  

You will be in for a 
sweet surprise.

Peas have been a favor-
ite plant of mine for the last 
several years. Sow them 
now and provide support 
for all but the dwarfest vari-

eties. I plant them around 
the perimeter of my garden 
up against the fence, and 
will utilize “pea brush” for 
another row or two within 
the garden. 

Be on the lookout for 
cut worms – in my garden 
they nearly always decimat-
ed my crop. If you see pea 
seedlings cut off at the soil 
line, gently cultivate around 
your plant and dispose of 
the chubby green or golden 
caterpillars.  

Oregon Giant is a great 
snow pea, with flat pods 
perfect for stir fries. Tall 
Telephone (aka Alderman) 
is  nearly six feet  tall 
under optimal conditions, 
and yields upwards of 30 
pounds of peas per one 
hundred foot row.

Spinach is another crop 
that must be started early to 
ensure success, and a crop I 
can’t quite seem to master. 
I was never satisfied with 
the meal or two I ate before 
the plants bolted – I wanted 
more!  

So instead of growing 
regular spinach, I now grow 

New Zealand Spinach. It 
isn’t a true spinach, nor 
does it resemble one, but 
it can be grown throughout 
the summer and substituted 
for cooked spinach in near-
ly any recipe. 

Soak the large seeds 
overnight  before sow-
ing to hasten germination. 
Pinch off and use the waxy 
leaves when they reach two 
or three inches long. New 
Zealand spinach also freez-
es extremely well.

Enjoy these earliest 
days in the garden; I know I 
will! The best vacation ever 
spent.

R o b e r t a  M c Q u a i d 
g r a d u a t e d  f ro m  t h e 
S t o c k b r i d g e  S c h o o l 
o f  A g r i c u l t u r e  a t 
t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f 
Massachusetts.  For 33 
years she has held the posi-
tion of staff horticulturist 
at Old Sturbridge Village. 
She enjoys growing food 
as well as flowers. Have a 
question for her? Email it 
to pouimette@turley.com 
with “Gardening Question” 
in the subject line. 

GARDEN from page 4

OPINION

GREAT BARRINGTON

G R E A T 
BARRINGTON – April is 
Volunteer Month and the 
Nonprofit Center of the 
Berkshires is hosting a “Get 
on Board” event in partner-
ship with Berkshire Taconic 
Community Foundation 
on Tuesday, April 29 from 
8:30-10 a.m. in the lobby of 
the Tina Packer Playhouse at 
Shakespeare & Co. 

The purpose of this cof-
fee networking event is to 

connect nonprofits to com-
munity members who want 
to use their time, talent and 
treasure to serve on a non-
profit board. The Nonprofit 
Center of the Berkshires 
also provides a personal 
matching service to help 
strengthen nonprofit boards. 
Both nonprofits and com-
munity members fill out a 
form identifying their needs 
and skills respectively. A 
team of volunteers reviews 

the confidential informa-
tion and connects potential 
candidates to local organi-
zations.

Those who have never 
served on a board can access 
“Intro to Board Service” 
videos free on the NPC web 
site. For more information 
about the event or to fill out 
the interest form, people 
may visit https://npcberk-
shires.org/join-a-board/ or 
call 413-441-9542.

‘Get on Board’ set for April 29

M I D D L E F I E L D  – 
The Town of Middlefield 
will be hosting an Open 
Meet ing Law presenta-

tion by Attorney Michael 
D’Ortenzio, Jr., who is from 
K.P. Law. 

This will be held in the 

Middlefield Town Hall on 
April 23 at 6 p.m. 

All neighboring towns 
are welcome.

Middlefield hosts Open Meeting 
Law presentation on April 23

MIDDLEFIELD – The 
Middlefield Congregational 
Church will be holding an 
Easter Church Service on 
Saturday, April 19 at 5 p.m at 
the Church. 

A Shepherd’s Pie dinner 
will be held after the service. 
All are welcome, and des-
serts are always appreciated.

Congregational Church to hold 
Easter service and dinner

Send Us Your Photos!
countryjournal@turley.com
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BLANDFORD

By Mary Kronholm
Correspondent

B L A N D F O R D  – 
The Democrat ic  Town 
Committee held their regu-
lar meeting Saturday, April 
12 at 10 a.m. at the Town 
Hall.

The meeting began 
with the caucus for a del-
egate and an alternate to 
the Massachusetts State 
Democratic Convention at 
the Mass Mutual Center in 
Springfield on Saturday, 
Sept. 13. Vice Chair Krissy 
Wales conducted the cau-
cus.

The  group e lec ted 
Christopher Moylan as the 
delegate and Lisa Goodrich 
as the alternate. Both will 
attend the convention. 

The focus of the con-
vention will be to vote on 
the party’s platform for the 
next four years.

Chair Lloyd Martin 

encouraged all members 
to attend the convention, if 
possible, to become “ener-
gized.”

The  regula r  meet -
ing continued after the 
caucus with reports from 
the “No Kings Rally” in 
Boston and Northampton; 
those  who went  were 
impressed with the crowds. 
Pam Dirschka said the 
Hilltowns were represented 
and Blandford’s commit-
tee is reaching out to other 
communities in the Third 
Hampden district.

Martin reported that he 
had a telephone call from 
Lt. Gov. Kim Driscoll who 
praised the work of the 
committee.

Debbie Lundgren gave 
a treasurer’s report, stating 
that there are three anon-
ymous donors, who have 
pledged $20 a month each 
for 12 months; she also 
reported on the efforts 

of the Climate Leader 
Community Committee.

Beth Lanzoni reported 
on the library’s expansion 
plan; Lisa Goodrich spoke 
about the Hilltown Cares 
group and the need for the 
Committee’s own website 
for communication purpos-
es. Pam Dirschka report-
ed that there are now 28 
members of the Committee 
and that the Committee can 
have up to 35 members. 

Moylan told the group 
he is demonstrating with 
a new Indivisible group in 
Westfield on Tuesday after-
noons from 4-5 p.m.; a No 
Kings weekly vigil at Main 
and Elm streets.

Chair Martin remind-
ed everyone of the Town 
Election Saturday, June 14.

The next meeting is 
Saturday, May 10 at 11 
a.m. at the Town Hall. The 
meetings are open to the 
public.

BLANDFORD – The 
Council on Aging monthly 
luncheon Friday, April 11 
was a prelude to an Easter 
Sunday dinner. 

COA board member 
Joann Martin, responsible 
for menu ideas and food 
preparation created multi-
colored deviled eggs as a 
special side for the baked 
ham, scalloped potatoes 
and tossed salad meal. That 
was followed by individual 
lemon merengue pies. 

After all had eaten, 
Highland Valley’s regis-
tered dietitian Brandon 
Walton discussed food 
safety.

Some of the things 
he spoke about included 
directions on storing left-
overs. For instance, people  
shouldn’t allow food to 
cool before it goes into the 
refrigerator. And don’t let 
food sit out for more that 
two hours, especially if it’s 
over 90 degrees.

And when shopping, it 
is important not to select 
meats or seafood in an 
open package; and don’t 
buy eggs with cracked 
shells. He did say it was 
best to leave the eggs in 
their cartons and not keep 
them in the refrigerator 
door.

He had lists of dos and 

don’ts for food safety and a 
bingo game based on food 
safety. Bingo claimers had 
a choice of a magnetized 
bag clip or what Walton 
referred to as “bologna,” a 

round, sandwich meat col-
ored rubber jar opener. 

A n d  s o m e  d i n e r s 
had the good fortune to 
take home an extra lemon 
merengue pie.

COA holds Easter luncheon

be met” he said, as set forth 
by various firefighting orga-
nizations.

There are new regula-
tions by the state for per-
mitt ing these facil i t ies, 
which, according to Gates, 
would  take  towns l ike 
Blandford out of the loop. 
“The bill has passed, but 
they are writing the regu-
lations now,” he said. The 
regulations are expected to 
come out later this year. 

Chair Cara Letendre 
asked, “What can we do to 
protect the town?” Gates 
said, “We can’t stop it. But 
there may be ways to mit-
igate” the facilities said 
Gates. 

Discussion between 
Sandford and Gates brought 
out that green energy proj-
ects of a certain size take 
away responsibility from 
Zoning and Conservation. 
She said she had “more 
questions.”

Concerns about fires: 
she wanted to know if “fire 
suppression or cooling sys-
tems were engineered into 
the facility. Where would 
a water supply come from 
to control a fire, and what 
about runoff,” were part of 
her questions. 

G a t e s  c i t e d 
Hubbardston’s bylaws, but 
stringent bylaws would not 
help the town if the state is 
involved. 

C o n s e r v a t i o n 
C o m m i s s i o n  m e m b e r 
Colleen Doyle said that 
if the town were to “beef 
up” bylaws that could be 
applied telling the company 
(installers) of requirements, 
but the installers would 
have to comply with the 
bylaws. 

It was suggested that all 
the information be put on 

the town’s website.
Gates said that this is 

an opportunity to “figure 
out what these projects 
can do for Blandford,” and 
added that there a not a lot 
of details available. 

Paul Martin did say 
that there is a potential for 
considerable tax income for 
the town generated from the 
battery facilities. He said 
that the permit application 
fees are considerable and 
property taxes as well.

T h e  g r o u p  w i l l 
m e e t  a g a i n  a t  t h e 
Wednesday,May 7 Select 
Board meeting and the 
town’s legislators. State 
Sen. Paul Mark and State 
Rep. Nicholas Boldyga, will 
be invited to participate.

Town Administrator 
Cristina Ferrera presented 
a written memorandum on 
the challenges and consid-
erations for municipalities 
regarding state – controlled 
BESS permitting.

There may be a “signif-
icant boost in tax revenue,” 
but the “centralized state 
permitt ing process may 
limit municipal autonomy 
in negotiating terms that 
best serve local interests.”

Citing Westfield’s proj-
ect, she said that Westfield 
residents have expressed 
concerns and the “City 
C o u n c i l  u n a n i m o u s l y 
opposed the project, empha-
sizing the potential override 
of local zoning regulations 
by state authorities.”

Water contamination 
is also a concern. The proj-
ect “illustrates the tension 
between state-level deci-
sion-making and local gov-
ernance…”

Her memorandum rec-
ommended that Blandford 
advocate for local authority, 
establish clear zoning reg-
ulations, facilitate public 
forums to educate residents 
and collaborate with neigh-
boring towns. 

She included limitations 
of local bylaws due to “state 
and federal preemptions” 
meaning that town’s cannot 
ban BESS installations nor 
create overly restrictive zon-
ing bylaws, impose stricter 
fire protection or installation 
standards that those already 
set by the State Fire Marshal.

Nor can towns impose 
requirements “that exceed 
state or federal environmen-
tal laws or prevent participa-
tion in state sponsored ener-
gy programs. And while the 
town can set a “temporary 
moratorium” it “must be jus-
tified.

She concluded that 
while it is possible to reg-
ulate BESS through zon-
ing and safety, towns must 
comply with the state laws, 
building codes and ener-
gy policies. Anything that 
would “effectively prohibit 
BESS, impose unreasonable 
restrictions or conflict with 
state authority” would like-
ly be challenged and over-
turned.

BESS from page 1

WESTFIELD

By Mary Kronholm
Correspondent

BLANDFORD  – Select 
Board Chair Cara Letendre 
announced  board member 
Jeff Allen had resigned his 
position effective Monday, 
April 7.

She read from his letter, 
“I regret having to resign but 
the time has come. I feel that 
I am not able to effectively 
serve the town of Blandford 
or our townspeople. I appre-
ciate the support from the 
voters. I am not a person, 
who steps away from a posi-
tion, however, I am unable to 
continue performing this job 

effectively.”
Letendre said, 

“ U n f o r t u n a t e l y 
Jeff will not be 
with us for the 
next two months 
and T.J. and I will 
work as a board 
because it’s less 
than two months 
before the elec-
tion.”

T o w n 
Admin is t ra to r  Cr i s t ina 
Ferrera said that the timeline 
is, “less than 100 days before 
the (annual town) election.” 

The timeline is from the 
Mass General Laws, Ch. 41, 
sec. 10. Town Election is 

June 14.
Ferrera said 

t h a t  b e c a u s e 
Allen “resigned 
after the dead-
line, he will still 
appear on the bal-
lot; he does not 
wish to run.”

A c c o r d i n g 
to  the  town’s 
M u n i c i p a l 
Schedule, the last 

day to withdraw a nomina-
tion was March 10.

Tow n  C l e r k  D o r i s 
Jemiolo confirmed that when 
Allen gave his resignation 
notice he asked that his name 
not appear on the ballot. 

Jeff Allen resigns from Select Board

BLANDFORD – People 
will learn some simple and 
easy ways to maintain their 
health.

Paula Sharon, licensed 
massage therapist, will pres-
ent an in-depth self-care 
workshop on Wednesday, 
May 7 at 6:30 p.m. at the 
Blandford Town Hall. 

The Tolland resident’s 

presentation will include 
information about under-
standing the body and some 
simple exercises to improve 
posture, balance, strength, 
and flexibility. She will  
focus on creating an effec-
tive healthcare team, build-
ing habits you cannot live 
without, encouraging attend-
ees to find new ways to 

approach health maintenance 
and offering useful, easy to 
implement self-care tips.

T h i s  w o r k s h o p  i s 
sponsored by the Western 
Hampden County Public 
Health District. For more 
information, people may 
email MaryAnn Deming at: 
mdeming@southwickma.gov 
or call 413-361-8069.

Licensed massage therapist 
offers self care workshop May 7

WESTFIELD – The 
Alzheimer’s Association 
Support  Group meets 
Wednesday, April 30 at 6 
p.m. at Armbrook Village 
Senior Living and Memory 
Support Community, 551 
North Road. 

Caregivers and fami-
ly members are invited to 
enjoy a light dinner and to 

share their personal expe-
riences and strategies for 
communicating with their 
loved ones. The public 
is welcome. To join this 
group, people may call 
413-568-0000 or email 
reception@armbrookvil-
lage.com. Groups are held 
on the last Wednesday of 
the month.

Alzheimer’s support 
group meets April 30 WESTFIELD – The 

Western  Massachuse t t s 
Council of Scouting America 
announces the Pintwood 
Derby, an exciting and unique 
fundraising event set to take 
place on Thursday, April 24 
at Bright Ideas Brewing, 109 
Apremont Way, starting at 5 
p.m.

This community-driv-
en event will feature a fun 
and competitive Pinewood 
Derby race with handcrafted 
cars, designed and built by 
local enthusiasts and support-
ers. Attendees will have the 
opportunity to cheer on their 

favorite racers while enjoying 
the vibrant atmosphere, local 
craft beer, and delicious food.

P roceeds  f rom the 
event will support Scouting 
A m e r i c a  -  We s t e r n 
Massachusetts Council’s mis-
sion to provide life-changing 
programs and outdoor adven-
tures for local youth. Funds 
raised will help ensure contin-
ued access to local Scouting 
programs, leadership devel-
opment opportunities, and 
community involvement ini-
tiatives throughout the region.

“We’re incredibly excited 
to bring the Pintwood Derby 

to the Westfield communi-
ty,” said Dave MacWilliams, 
event chair. “This is a great 
opportunity for supporters to 
have some fun while mak-
ing a meaningful impact on 
youth development and the 
Scouting program in our 
area.”

The event is open to the 
public and will kick off at 5 
p.m. Car kits are available 
for purchase at the Western 
Massachuse t t s  Counc i l 
Service Center and partici-
pants are encouraged to get 
creative with their designs. 
Tickets and additional event 

information can be found by 
visiting wmascouting.org/
PintwoodSpring25.

As one of the nation’s 
largest and the most effective 
youth development organi-
zations, the BSA has served 
young men and women for 
more than 100 years. The 
mission of the BSA, now 
Scouting America and the 
Western  Massachuse t t s 
Council is to inspire young 
people to make ethical and 
moral  choices ,  become 
self-reliant, and take a prom-
inent role in civic engagement 
over their lifetimes.

Scouting America to hold Pintwood Derby

Jeff Allen

Lisa Goodrich was 
elected Alternate to 
the Massachusetts 
Democratic State 
Convention in 
September.

Christopher Moylan 
was elected Delegate 
to the Massachusetts 
Democratic State 
Convention in 
September at the 
Mass Mutual Center.

George Forish, left, with Bob Twyman wait for the luncheon 
buffet to start. Turley photos by Mary Kronholm

COA Director Margit Mikuski introduced registered dietitian 
Brendon, Walton who spoke about food safety.

Democrat Town Committee 
elects delegate and alternate

Vice Chair Krissy Wales and Secretary Kate 
Goodrich man the check-in table.

Turley photos by Mary Kronholm

Water 
contamination 

is also a concern. 
The project 

“illustrates the 
tension between 

state-level 
decision-making 

and local 
governance…”

Email the Country Journal at 
countryjournal@turley.com
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SCHOOLS & YOUTH

By Wendy Long
Correspondent

HUNTINGTON – The 
Gateway Regional School 
Committee went into exec-
utive session during their 
Wednesday, April 9 meeting to 
negotiate the terms of a con-
tract with their new business 
manager. 

When they emerged, 
Chairman Jason Forgue 
announced that Gateway 
teacher Amy Mason has 
been selected as the district’s 
new Business Manager. 
Mason will replace Assistant 
Superintendent Stephanie Fisk 
on July 1; Fisk is retiring after 
36 years of employment with 
Gateway.

Mason is well known to 
district and central office staff 
because she is currently the 
teacher and coordinator of 
Gateway’s program that serves 
visually impaired students. 
She was selected by a search 
committee that formed to find 
Fisk’s replacement. 

In an interview the next 
day, Mason admitted that she 
had long been interested in 
finance and budgets, stem-
ming back to work she did 
in medical office billing as a 
younger adult. “The biggest 
thing I’m looking forward to 

is the great opportunities to 
move the district forward,” 
Mason said, adding that she 
intends to work from the posi-
tion to help hone the focus of 
everyone including Central 
Office staff on instruction. 

She has served on the 
Barr Foundation’s team, 
which led Gateway to that 
specific objective. “We want 
to uplevel staff skills and get 
students excited about learn-
ing at Gateway,” Mason 
said. Mason also noted that 
Superintendent Kristen Smidy 
has been studying the current 
structure of the Central Office 
and looking at changes to help 
office staff better support stu-
dents, staff and families; ways 
that are more integrated and 
connected to the community 
as a whole.

Mason, who will move 
from leading the visually 
impaired program that she 
developed at Gateway, says 
the future of the VIP program 
is in good hands. “I believe 
the program’s future is very 
bright. We have a really solid 
foundation with staffing, 
including an onsite brail-
list and two trained parapro-
fessionals,” Mason said. She 
noted that two of the staff 
are about to finish degrees 
as teachers of the visually 

impaired and all 
three staff are 
familiar with the 
students and dis-
trict. 

It’s possible 
that the new pro-
gram coordinator 
could be drawn 
from these cur-
rent staff. Mason 
will also be avail-
able to mentor 
the new coordinator. “Students 
will continue to thrive,” she 
said. Mason herself has two 
children attending school in 
the district and has noted as 
both a parent and a colleague 
that the Gateway staff consis-
tently goes above and beyond. 

“I would really like 
for people to know that I’m 
aware that there’s been some 
history of things being rocky 
at times in Gateway’s history. 
But I feel very positive about 
the direction that our district is 
headed and being part of this 
change. I’m really excited to 
see the students in the district 
thrive. I’m really excited about 
the future,” Mason said.

In other business, Chester 
Elementary School parent 
Alicia Swendsen addressed 
the School Committee during 
the public input portion of 
the agenda, asking for an 

update on the inves-
tigation into the 
Chester Principal, 
Vanna Maffuccio, 
who is currently out 
on leave. Forgue 
said the investiga-
tion was complete, 
the report has been 
delivered and results 
will be forthcoming. 
Swendsen turned in 
two public records 

requests for copies of the 
report.

In new business, the 
committee ran through its 
annual slate of votes for a 
number of items to be in 
place in Fiscal Year 2026; all 
were unanimously approved. 
These included participating 
in the National School Lunch 
Program, approval of the 
student activities accounts, 
authorization to incur tem-
porary debt, approval of the 
third quarter budget trans-
fers; approval to participate in 
school choice and confirming 
the school committee meet-
ing schedule for the coming 
school year. 

Only a couple of ques-
tions on these items were 
raised, the first being whether 
or not there would be Federal 
funding for the school lunch 
program. Smidy responded 

that the school committee’s 
two student representatives, 
Theodore DeAngelis-Page 
and Ana Holmes,asked the 
State Secretary of Education 
about this issue, who affirmed 
that the state would consid-
er continuing to fund the pro-
gram if needed. 

Another member asked 
how often the district had 
incurred temporary debt and 
Fisk responded that the last 
time was in 1982. Temporary 
debt could theoretically be 
needed if a town assessment 
or other revenue came in late.

The committee also 
approved the last day of the 
current school year as June 17. 
“I feel like we’re jinxing our-
selves a little bit here,” Chair 
Jason Forgue said. “It did 
snow yesterday.”

During committee com-
munications, legislative liai-
son Brian Forgue said that this 
budget is expected to be tough 
with many things up in the air 
due to the uncertainty around 
federal funding. At Senator 
Paul Mark’s Breakfast in the 
Berkshires, Forgue said that 
the general thought is Rural 
School Aid will come in at 
$16 million, which is far short 
of the $60 million proposed a 
number of years ago. 

Also up for discus-

sion was a notice from the 
Massachusetts Association for 
School Committees saying 
that the federal government 
is asking all school districts 
to sign a statement assuring 
that they are following Title VI 
requirements around admis-
sions. Title VI of the Civil 
Rights Act of 1964 prohibits 
discrimination on the basis of 
race, color and national ori-
gin in programs and activities 
receiving Federal Funding. 
The state is currently advis-
ing that individual districts not 
sign. 

But Jason Forgue, Smidy 
and member Lisa Dana stated 
that it seemed risky to poke the 
bear and that the letter should 
be signed because the district 
already complies and intends 
to continue to comply. “I want 
to be clear: we will continue 
to welcome all students and 
continue to protect them and 
keep them safe,” said Smidy, 
later adding that she did not 
want to make a decision that 
might impact over $700,000 in 
federal funding. 

In addition to announc-
ing Mason’s appointment as 
Business Manager, Forgue 
announced that the ratifica-
tion of both the custodian and 
secretary union contracts took 
place during executive session. 

Amy Mason becomes Gateway’s new business manager

LEGAL NOTICE 
of PUBLIC MEETING 

WILLIAMSBURG 
CONSERVATION

COMMISSION
The Williamsburg Conserva-

tion Commission, in accordance 
with MGL Chapter 131, Sec-
tion 40, the Wetlands Protection 
Act, will hold a public meeting 
on: Wednesday, May 7, 2025 
at 7:00 p.m. at the Williams-
burg town offices, 141 Main St, 
Haydenville, MA to review a:

Request for Determination 
of Applicability submitted by:

Samuel Prickett.
The subject area or activity is 

located at: 67 Chesterfield Road, 
Williamsburg, MA.
04/17/2025

Notice of Chester 
Planning Board Hearing

Relative to  a Proposed Zoning 
By-Law Amendment

Pursuant to M.G.L. c. 40A, § 5
The Planning Board of the 

Town of Chester will hold a pub-
lic hearing to discuss a proposed 
amendment to the town’s zoning 
by-laws. The public hearing will 
be held as follows:

Place: Chester Town Hall, 
COA Room in the basement  
15 Middlefield Road, 
Chester, MA  01011
Date:  8 May 2025

Time:  6:00 PM
The subject matter of the pro-

posed new bylaw entitled “Age 
Restricted Residential Develop-
ments”, proposed modification 
of the table of uses and a pro-
posed amendment to Chapter 
3.3 Intensity Regulations Sec-
tion 3.3.1. is as indicated below.  
The complete text relative to the 
proposed bylaw and proposed 
amendment is available on the 
town’s website (townofchester.
net) and for inspection during 
regular business hours at the fol-
lowing place:

Place: Chester Town Hall
Article Number Subject Mat-

ter of Proposed Amendment Suf-
ficient for Identification

TBD Section 5.5: Age Re-
stricted Residential Develop-
ments   

The purpose of the proposed 
bylaw is to add a new Section 
5.5: “Age Restricted Residential 
Developments” to the town’s 
zoning by-laws. The bylaw de-
tails the requirements and re-
strictions within the Town of 
Chester for age restricted resi-
dential developments

Chester Schedule of Use Reg-
ulations Amendment

To adopt an amendment to 
Table 1; Chester Schedule of 
use Regulations of Chapter 3.0 
Schedule of Regulations to re-

vise “Multi Family Homes” to 
“no age restriction” and add 
a land use classification of 
“Age-Restricted Residential De-
velopment” allowed by special 
permit only in the following 
zones; Residential, Agricultural 
Residential and Mixed-Use Vil-
lage Business and not allowed in 
Industrial.  

Zoning Bylaw Amendment 
- Chapter 3.3 Intensity Regula-
tions

To amend Chapter 3.3 Intensi-
ty Regulations, Section 3.3.1 to;  
3.3.1 A dwelling hereafter erect-
ed in any district shall be located 
on a lot having not less than the 
minimum requirements set forth 
in the table 2, and no more than 
one dwelling shall be built upon 
such lot except by Special Permit 
for age-restricted residential de-
velopments. No existing lot shall 
be changed as to size or shape so 
as to result in the violation of the 
requirements set forth in Table 2.

Town Of Chester
Planning Board 

04/17, 04/24/2025

TOWN OF BLANDFORD 
NOTICE OF 

PUBLIC HEARING 
In accordance with Massa-

chusetts General Law, Chapter 
40A, Section 5, the Blandford 
Planning Board will hold a 

Public Hearing at the Bland-
ford Town Hall, 1 Russell Stage 
Road, Blandford, MA 01008 at 
6:00 PM on Wednesday, May 
7, 2025. The nature of this hear-
ing is to present and discuss 
proposed zoning bylaw amend-
ments. 

Article 
To amend the Blandford Zon-

ing By-Law by: 
1. Making amendments to 

Section X - Floodplain District 
to reflect the new flood maps and 
requirements for participation 
and compliance with the Na-
tional Flood Insurance Program 
(NFIP).

2. Add new Section XII -Ac-
cessory Dwelling Units to adopt 
local zoning regulations. 

Any person interested or 
wishing to be heard should ap-
pear at the time and place desig-
nated. If unable to attend please 
submit comments, in writing, to 
the Blandford Planning Board 
at 1 Russell Stage Road, Bland-
ford, MA 01008. Failure to make 
recommendations on the matter 
for reviewshall be deemed lack 
of opposition thereto. A copy of 
the proposed articles is available 
for review at the Blandford Post 
Office and Town Hall.

Paul Martin, Chair 
Blandford Planning Board 

04/17,04/24/2025

PUBLIC NOTICES

WORTHINGTON

WO RT H I N G TO N  – 
There are two candidates for 
a one-year term to the Select 
Board.

The term fills a vacan-
cy on the Board. Candidates 
are Walter Fritz and Deborah 
Rocque. The town election 
will be held on Saturday, 
May 3. Their candidate state-
ments are list below.

Walter Fritz
My name is 

Walter Fritz and I 
am running to fill 
a one year vacan-
cy on the Select 
Board.

I grew up in 
Worthington and 
have strong ties to 
the town. My chil-
dren also grew up 
here and attended 
the R.H. Conwell 
E l e m e n t a r y 
School .  In  my 
younger years I re activated 
Worthington Boy Scout troop 
710 and was troop leader for 
several years. 

I was Chairman of the 
Board of Health for eight 
years and during that time 
was in charge of closing the 
landfill that was previous-
ly on Dingle Road and was 
instrumental in the develop-
ment of our current transfer 
station.

I also served 12 years 
as Worthington’s Animal 

Control Officer 
during which time 
I worked with the 
Select Board to 
draft the current 
by-laws pertaining 
to dogs. Until I 
retired I was a cer-
tified State Waste 
Water Operator 
and as such was 
responsible for all 
the monthly test-
ing and reporting 
for the Maples 
Senior Housing 
here in town.

Fifteen years ago I 
retired as Vice President 
of Texon USA, based in 
Russell and Director of 

Manufacturing of Texon 
International. In that capac-
ity I was responsible for 
scheduling production for all 
of Texon’s cellulose manu-
facturing plants around the 
world. In mills with unions, 
I was the company’s negoti-
ator. I was also responsible 
for all yearly multi-million 
dollar budgeting for these 
plants, as well as determining 
returns on equipment invest-
ments, which were then pre-
sented and approved at for-
mal budget meetings with the 
British bankers who owned 
Texon. It was during this part 
of my job that I leamed the 
difference between needs.. 
and “wants.”

I f  e lec ted  I  p rom-
ise to fight for the needs of 
Worthington’s taxpayers, 
keeping in mind that “wants” 
are not always “needs.”I also 
promise to bring some good 
old-fashioned Worthington 
common sense and fiscal 
responsibility to the table.

Thank you for your con-
sideration.

Deborah Rocque
D e b o r a h 

“Deb” Rocque is 
a candidate to fill 
a one year vacan-
cy on the Select 
Board.

I  moved to 
W o r t h i n g t o n 
five years ago to 
become one of 
the new owners 
of Justamere Tree 
Farm. I love the 
farm, I love the 
town and I espe-
cial ly  love the 
community of Worthington. 

I am running for Select 
Board because I want to 
give back and support our 
town. Worthington’s rural 
character appealed to me 
from the moment I arrived. 
Growing up in a  small 
town, I understand the value 
of  close-knit  communi-
ties and the importance of 
preserving our small-town 
qualities.

Justamere Tree Farm 
has allowed me to run a 

sustainable busi-
ness  tha t  p ro -
v ides  jobs  fo r 
locals  and has 
helped me get to 
know the people 
of Worthington. 
R u n n i n g 
Jus tamere  a lso 
helped me under-
stand the needs 
of our community 
especially balanc-
ing the increas-
ing cost of much 
needed services 
with the need to 

keep taxes and other costs 
in check.

I have nearly 25 years 
of public service at the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service. 
I dedicated my career to 
protect ing rura l  spaces 
and conserving wildlife. I 
recently retired from feder-
al, public service in a senior 
leadership role, where I 
managed multi-million-dol-
lar annual budgets,  had 
broad supervisory experi-
ence,  developed federal 

policy and regulations and 
oversaw numerous feder-
al contracts. Much of my 
work involved extensive 
coordination and collabo-
ration across broad groups 
and state agencies to reach 
mutually beneficial deci-
sions, skills that I intend to 
employ to benefit our town.

Both my federal career 
a n d  r u n n i n g  t h e  f a r m 
require innovation, adapt-
abili ty,  and vision;  all 
qualities I will bring to the 
Select board. I will work 
tirelessly to balance our 
town’s fiscal responsibili-
ties with the need to support 
and improve our commu-
nity services, ensuring that 
we maintain a high quali-
ty of life without placing 
undue financial burdens on 
our residents. I look for-
ward to the opportunity to 
contribute positively to our 
town and ensure it remains 
a great place to live for gen-
erations to come.

Thank you for your 
support.

Upcoming election has contest for Select Board one-year term

Amy Mason

Walter Fritz
Candidate for 
one-year term 

on Select Board

Deborah 
Rocque

Candidate for 
one-year term 

on Select Board

HAYDENVILLE

H A Y D E N V I L L E 
–  T h e  H a y d e nv i l l e 
Congregational Church, 143 
Main St., Route 9, is having 
its annual Easter soup and 
bake sale on Saturday, April 
19, the Saturday before 
Easter from 10 a.m.-3  p.m. 
at the church.

There will be a range 
of baked goods from the 
popular hot cross buns to 
pies, breads, cookies, quick 
breads and muffins.

Stews, chili, mac-n-
cheese and a variety of 
soups will be available in 
Earth-friendly soup con-

tainers to bring home for 
serving or freezing. A share 
of all proceeds will go to 
benefit the Center for New 
Americans, which works to 
help immigrants in the com-
munity.

The church is also 
inviting the community to 
services and festivities on 
Easter Sunday, April 20. 
Worship service will be at 
10 a.m., festive hats and 
bright clothes encouraged. 
This will be followed at 11 
a.m. with an Easter egg hunt 
and a community potluck 
brunch.

Haydenville church to 
hold soup and bake sale

413.283.8393 • classifieds@turley.com
24 Water St., Palmer  •  80 Main St., Ware
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FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for outdoor 
boilers (Cheap). Quality & volumes guar-
anteed!! New England Forest Products 

(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central 
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood 
Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titanium Stainless 
Steel.  26% Tax Credit. Call (508)882-
0178

TAG SALE
TAG SALE: 63 WALKER ROAD, 
WALES. Friday, April 25th & Sat-
urday, April 26th, 8am-4pm. Rain or 
shine. 45 years of accumulation, antiques, 
art, housewares, plants, rare finds.

WANTED TO BUY

ANTIQUES AND 
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks, 
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive, 
fire department, masonic, license 
plates, beer cans, barware, books, 
oil cans, advertising tins,hunting, 
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming 
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster 
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates. 
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell 
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging. 
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487.

CLEANING 
SERVICES

CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CLEAN-
ING. Professional, courteous service. All 
calls returned. Free estimates. New En-
gland Carpet  & Upholstery. Eddie, 
(413)240-4266.

ELECTRICIAN

NEED AN 
ELECTRICIAN?

Look no further! 
PJ’s Electrical offers fast 
and reliable electrical services 
for your home or business. 
Call now for a FREE estimate!

(413) 366-1703
LICENSED & INSURED

CHAMPAGNE ELECTRICAL
CONTRACTORS.

Residential electrical service, mini splits, 
EV chargers, smoke detection. Fully in-
sured. Licensed #22882A. Mike 413-210-
9140.

JAMES FERRIS: LICENSE #E16303 
Free estimates. Insured. 50 years expe-
rience. No job too small. Cell (413)330-
3682

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC
Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical 
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and 
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned com-
pany. MA License #8101A1. Call John at 
(413)206-6509.

EXCAVATING
ELIOT STARBARD EXCAVATION 
35+ yrs of happy customers. 508-882-
0140.

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HANDYMAN RESIDENTIAL RE-
PAIRS. Powerwashing, home repairs, 
interior/exterior painting, ceiling/wall re-
pairs and chimney repairs. Fully licensed/
insured. Lic. #105950CSL. Call 413-566-
5596/413-433-5073.

HOME IMPROVEMENT 
SPECIALIST

Decks, porches, repair service, roofing and 
siding contractor. Tim 413-563-2229. 
Licensed/insured. 35 year construction 
supervisor.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile, 
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding, 
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free 
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

WALKER HOME IMPROVEMENT
Interior and exterior – Finish carpentry, fram-
ing, window & door replacement, drywall, 
painting and decks. Competitive pricing. 
Insured. Call Brendan at 413-687-5552.

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

DAVE MAZ LANDSCAPING
Lawn mowing, Spring thru Fall clean-ups, 
mulching, pruning. Serving parts of Hamp-
den and Hampshire counties. Call 413-
536-3697.

 MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING
Weekly Mowing

Landscape design and installation
Paver Patios, Walkways
 For more services visit 

mattguertinlandscaping.com
Call or text 413-266-9975

 Insured - Commercial - Residential

T & S LANDSCAPING Highest quality, 
lowest price. Serving the Pioneer Valley. 
Weekly, bi-weekly mowing, Spring, Fall and 
Gutter clean-ups. (413)330-3917

LAWN & GARDEN
*COMPOSTED LOAM* 3/8” screened, 
$40/yd. deliv., 10 yd min.; No additives, fill-
ers or by-products. Local deliv. to Oakham 
and surrounding towns only. Eliot Starbard 
508-882-0140.

MASONRY
PAUL DOWD MASONRY
Design, build, restore, repair.

All types of stone, brick, concrete, 
masonry. Free esimate. 
Call 978-257-8237

Pauldowd51@gmail.com

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway 
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt 
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.  
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790. 
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING

Interior only $199.00 for average 12x16 
room. Very neat, references, prompt ser-
vice call (508)867-2550

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING & 
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations, 
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen & 
Bath remodeling.  30 years experience. 
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505 

ROOFING
JENKINS ROOFING  specializing in res-
idential roofs & repairs, chimney repairs. 
Hampden, MA - 413-566-5596/413-
433-5073. Lic. #105950CSL. Fully in-
sured.

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned, 
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  Family owned/
operated since 1950   (413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential 
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove 
them before the wind takes them down. 
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything 
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump 
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and 
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

H & H TREE SERVICE All phases of 
tree care. Call Dave413-668-6560 day/
night.

TUNE-UPS

STUMP GRINDING
DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding 
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

SAW Stump Grinding
Call for a Free Estimate, 

Veteran Owned, Fully Insured
WWW.SAWSTUMPGRINDING.COM

413-213-5470

Palmer Water District #1 
is looking to hire a

 FULL-TIME 
ASSISTANT 

SUPERINTENDENT 
Full description on

Indeed. Please apply at 
10 Walnut Street, 

Palmer, MA 01069.

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not 
knowingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

HILLSIDE VILLAGE
APARTMENTS

APPLICATIONS NOW BEING
ACCEPTED FOR ONE, TWO 

AND THREE BEDROOM 
APARTMENTS

•Heat and hot water included
•Ample Closets
•Fully Applianced
•Community Room
•Laundry Facilities
•Cats Welcome
•Extra Storage
•24 Hour Maintenance

For Information call
(413)967-7755 EHO

17 Convent Hill, 
Ware, MA

SERVICES SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES REAL ESTATE

AUTO

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  FRIDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.

Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

A&M TUNE-UPS
Push Lawnmowers, 
Riding Mowers and 

Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home.

STUMP GRINDING
FREE PICKUP OF 

UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT
Call Mike (413) 348-7967

LAWN TRACTOR & MOWER 
TUNE UP & REPAIR

$12.50
Each

Digital Photos
TURLEY PUBLICATIONS, INC.

Purchase a photo that recently ran 
in one of our publications. Go to 

newspapers.turley.com/photo-request

Find us online at
www.newspapers.turley.com

PLEASE RECYCLE 
THIS NEWSPAPER

All real estate advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status (number of 
children and or pregnancy), national 
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

12 HOMETOWN 
NEWSPAPERS 

413.283.8393
www.turley.com
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069

Advertise your 
HOME 

IMPROVEMENT
SERVICES 

in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS!
Call 413-283-8393

Find archives of this 
local newspaper at

www.newspapers.turley.com
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 CLUES ACROSS
  1. Dark blacks
  7. Construct a wall to 

confine
 13. Most inappropriate
 14. A type of board
 16. Sacred Hindu syllable
 17. Flatterer
 19. The Granite State
 20. Tears down
 22. China’s Chairman
 23. Former Houston 

footballer
 25. Periods of time
 26. Expressed pleasure
 28. World alliance
 29. A Brit’s mother
 30. Television network
 31. Brother or sister
 33. Type of spirit
 34. __ Ladd, actor
 36. A medium oversees it
 38. One time province of 

British India
 40. Wrong

 41. The highest parts of 
something

 43. Insect
 44. Baseball stat
 45. A way to use up
 47. Where wrestlers 

compete
 48. It helps elect 

politicians
 51. As fast as can be 

done
 53. Genus of legumes
 55. Samoa’s capital
 56. Monument in Jakarta
 58. Former French coin
 59. Exploiters
 60. College sports 

official
 61. Uninterrupted in time
 64. Stephen King story
 65. Marked by no sound
 67. Weathers
 69. Denouncements
 70. More beloved

CLUES DOWN
  1. Winged nut
  2. It cools a home
  3. Kisses (French)
  4. Oxford political 

economist
  5. Keyboard key
  6. Leaf pores
  7. Agrees with publicly
  8. Not around
  9. Czech city
 10. Muscle cell protein
 11. Greek letter
 12. Movements
 13. Ned __, composer
 15. Popular series Game 

of __
 18. Exclamation that 

denotes disgust
 21. Helper
 24. Gift
 26. Up in the air (abbr.)
 27. Treat without 

respect
 30. Trims

 32. Slang for lovely
 35. City of Angels 

hoopster (abbr.)
 37. Guitarists’ tool
 38. Island nation
 39. Delivered in 

installments
 42. A baglike structure
 43. Cooking vessel
 46. Gets in front of
 47. Wounded by 

scratching
 49. More breathable
 50. Medical dressings
 52. Indiana hoopster
 54. Married Marilyn
 55. An ancient Assyrian 

city
 57. Congressmen (abbr.)
 59. Approves food
 62. Ventura’s first name
 63. Between northeast 

and east
 66. Atomic #71
 68. Email designation

an
sw

er
s

THIS WEEK’S HOROSCOPES

NATIONALLY ADVERTISED MERCHANDISE FOR ALL MAKES & MODELSWESTFIELD
AUTO PARTS INC

AUTO PARTS 
& SUPPLIES

WHOLESALE   RETAIL

Dial 568-8944 or 568-1611  FAX # 568-1554

★ Complete Auto Machine Shop Service   ★ Engine Rebuilding Of All Kinds
★ Authorized Caterpillar Hydraulic Hose Dealer   ★ Hydraulic Hoses

Call “DALE”      8-12 BIRGE AVE., WESTFIELD

Now stocking 
Car Quest 

Filters made 
by WIX,

Amalie Oil,
Bailing Twine 

&
Tractor Parts

Fun By The 
Numbers
Like puzzles? 
Then you’ll love 
sudoku. This 
mind-bending 
puzzle will have 
you hooked from 
the moment you 
square off, so 
sharpen your 
pencil and put 
your sudoku 
savvy to the test!

ARIES
Mar 21/Apr 20
Expect some valuable 
insight regarding your 
future to emerge in the 
next few days, Aries. It 
won’t be difficult to set 
plans in motion when you 
have the right people on 
your side.

TAURUS
Apr 21/May 21
Taurus, take a breather 
and give some careful 
thought to your recent 
experiences and your 
expectations going for-
ward. You will benefit 
from this in the long run.  

GEMINI
May 22/Jun 21
You are focused on your 
work, Gemini. However, 
distractions are beyond 
your control right now 
and will pull your at-
tention away from what 
matters to higher-ups.
 

CANCER
Jun 22/Jul 22
Romantic endeavors are 
a little hard to plan and 
consider right now, Can-
cer. Just stick to what 
your intuition is telling 
you and you will come 
out just fine in the end.  

LEO
Jul 23/Aug 23
Leo, you might be called 
upon to be a mediator 
for friends or loved ones 
who need a fresh set of 
eyes. Keep a cool de-
meanor and a level head 
and you can lead them to 
a resolution. 

VIRGO
Aug 24/Sept 22
Virgo, you are drawn to 
creative projects, but 
avoid using them to put 
off other endeavors. 
These distractions will 
only delay the inevita-
ble and then you’ll be 
pressed for time.

LIBRA
Sept 23/Oct 23
Libra, carefully sched-
ule your time this week, 
as you cannot afford to 
get behind on your as-
signments at work or 
in school. You also have 
many important appoint-
ments on the calendar.

SCORPIO
Oct 24/Nov 22
Someone comes to you 
for advice this week and 
wants you to keep their 
situation private. You 
need to help them with-
out betraying their re-
quest for confidentiality.

SAGITTARIUS 
Nov 23/Dec 21
It is possible your mind 
will wander this week, 
Sagittarius. You might 
not be able to focus on 
the tasks at hand, and 
will need to focus extra 
hard to limit distractions. 

CAPRICORN
Dec 22/Jan 20
Capricorn, pay attention 
to detail in all things that 
you do. Be mindful of this 
when tending to pro-
fessional and personal 
matters.

AQUARIUS
Jan 21/Feb 18
Aquarius, the simplest 
resolution is often the 
best one. Keep this mind 
when tackling a perplex-
ing problem in the days 
ahead.

PISCES
Feb 19/Mar 20
Pisces, you are eager to 
sail through your to-do 
list, and certain tasks 
need to be postponed to 
address those that are 
high-priority. Rearrange 
things accordingly.

N e i l  S . 
W h e e l e r .  S r . , 
96 ,  p rev ious ly 
of  Hunt ington, 
p a s s e d  a w a y 
p e a c e f u l l y  o n 
March 28, 2025 
surrounded by his 
loving family.

N e i l  w a s 
born  Aug.  11 , 
1928, to Charles and Viola 
(Stannard). He grew up in 
Chester joined the Merchant 
Marines at age 16 and later 
served in the USMC, 1st 
Marine Division. A skilled 
marksman, he was a small 
arms instructor at Parris 
Island, Quantico and the 
U.S. Naval Academy. He 
served in the Marines until 
1952.

Neil was the American 
Legion District 2 Sergeant-
at-Arms and a member of 
the Forty and Eight veterans 
association. He instructed 
hilltown youth in the NRA 
Junior Rifle Club. 

He served as Hampshire 

County Sheriff, 
t o w n  a s s e s -
sor,  an  e lec t -
ed Huntington 
Constable  and 
a Police Officer. 
H e  w o r k e d 
f o r  N o r t h e a s t 
Utilities for 30 
years. He enjoyed 
a long retirement.

He was predeceased by 
sisters, Murial and Phyllis, 
and brothers, Allen, Bruce 
and Charles Jr. 

Neil  is survived by 
Grace (Barr), his wife of 73 
years; children Neil Wheeler 
Jr. and his wife Pat, Gary 
Wheeler and his wife Mary, 
Marie Pease and her hus-
band Tim, Laurie O’Brien 
and her husband Clyde, and 
Bill Wheeler; seven grand-
children and 13 great-grand-
children; brother Robert 
Burkholder and his wife 
Mary, brother-in-law Tony 
Anziano and sister-in-law 
Janice Wheeler; best friend 
Leonard Alexander and 

many nieces, nephews, and 
dear friends.

Neil enjoyed traveling 
the country, golfing, watch-
ing baseball and walking 
every day well into his 90s. 
He was a Civil War historian 
and visited many of its battle 
sites. He loved trains and the 
railroad.

His family would like 
to thank Hospice of the 
Berkshires and the staff of 
the Craneville Place Nursing 
Home for their compassion-
ate care and family support.

Calling hours will be 
on Saturday, May 3 from 
10-11 a.m. at Firtion-Adams 
Funeral Home in Westfield, 
with funeral service to fol-
low.

Donations in Neil’s 
memory may be sent to 
The Chester Foundation, 
P.O. Box 743, Chester, MA 
01011 or Hospice of the 
Berkshires, 877 South St., 
Suite 1W, Pittsfield, MA 
01201. www.firtionadams.
com.

WHEELER, 
NEIL S. SR.

Died March 28, 2025
Calling hours 

Saturday, May 3 
from 10-11 a.m. 

with funeral to follow in 
Firtion-Adams Funeral Home 

in Westfield.

DEATH 
NOTICE

OBITUARY
Neil S. Wheeler, Sr., 96

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertiser is requested to check their advertisement 
the first time it appears. This paper will not be responsible for 
more than one corrected insertion, nor will be liable for any error 
in an advertisement to a greater extent than the cost of the space 
occupied by the item in the advertisement.

OBITUARY POLICY
Turley Publications offers two 
types of obituaries. One is a 
free, brief Death Notice list-
ing the name of deceased, 
date of death and funeral date 
and place. The other is a Paid 
Obituary, costing $275, which 
allows families to publish ex-
tended death notice informa-
tion of their own choice and 
may include a photograph. 
Death Notices & Paid Obit-
uaries should be submitted 
through a funeral home to: 
obits@turley.com. Exceptions 
will be made only when the 
family provides a death certifi-
cate and must be pre-paid.
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Hilltown Hiking Adventures

Tim Fedora grabs ash logs from tricky places on the property in 
his claw.

The new crosswalk leads to the sidewalk and the Historic Chester 
Railway Museum across the street.

The main entrance to the Granite Saw property is completely 
cleared of all invasives.

There is an Amazing 
t r a n s f o r m a -
t i o n  a t  We s t e r n 

Massachuset ts  Hil l town 
Hikers Chester Granite and 
Polishing Works property in 
Chester on Prospect Street.  

For the last two weeks 
volunteers have been clean-
ing brush, burning brush, 
chipping dead wood.  They 
t h a n k  R i d g e l i n e  Tr e e 
Service for the crane truck, 
chipper and some heavy 
equipment to clean out inva-
sive species, dead ash trees. 
Now the front entrance is so 
welcoming

The land renewal proj-
ect at the Chester Granite 
Saw has been the most 
tedious so far. The lot, after 
being abandoned for eighty 
years has grown in with 
forest in between and all 
around the historic factory.  

In order to save the 
machinery, all had to be 
cleared including the inva-
sive species of vines and 
brush, some even going 
through the concrete pads 
fo r  the  o ld  bu i ld ings . 
Volunteers have been cut-
ting down the dead ash trees 
on the three acre parcel for 
the last six months. The 
Emerald Ash Borer has done 

great damage to the ash trees 
in the hilltowns, leaving 
these trees still standing yet 
hollow inside and a danger 
to falling with high winds.

The emerald ash borer 
is an invasive wood-boring 
beetle from Asia which is 
responsible for the death and 
decline of tens of millions of 
ash trees in North America. 
It lays its eggs in the bark 
crevices of ash trees, the 
eggs hatch and the larvae 
burrow into the tree where 
they feed. This feeding is 
what damages the trees. 

The emerald ash borer 
has been found in 37 states 
to date. The emerald ash 
borer is difficult to detect 
early when pest populations 
are small because damage 
to the trees is hidden under 
the bark. It was first detected 
in North America in 2002 in 
southeast Michigan.  

All the work on this 
property is funded by dona-
tions. Please support the 
ongoing restoration efforts 
o f  our  non-pro fi t  The 
Hilltown Hikers in preserv-
ing this historic landmark 
for all, it’s donors like you 
who fund projects like this 
to preserve Hilltown History 
for generations to come.

Land renewal project continues at Chester Granite Saw

Ridgeline Tree Service used the chipper to make wood chips to be used on the walking path.
Submitted photos

Parents, Parents, 
GrandparentsGrandparents

& Friends& Friends
SPECIAL!SPECIAL!

We are offering a great deal for you to 
CELEBRATE YOUR GRADUATE in your community graduation issue. 

Submit a photo and a brief message.

2 x 3 Black & White Graduation Ad

DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION MAY 14th
EMAIL YOUR AD TO:

wdelcamp@turley.com
MAIL YOUR AD WITH PAYMENT TO:

Turley Publications, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
Pay by check or credit card: Checks Payable to

Turley Publications, Credit Cards be sure to include: Paper, Name, 
Address, Phone, Credit Card Number, Exp. Date & CVV

TURLEY PUBLICATIONS   •   24 WATER STREET, PALMER, MA 01069   •   413.283.8393

Honor Your Graduate
2 x 3 Advertisement

Congratulations
Karly Smith!
We are so 
very proud of 
you and your 
accomplishments.
Good luck
at Springfield 
College!

Love Dad. Mom & John

SAMPLE
SAMPLE

HIGH SCHOOL OR COLLEGE

CongratulationsCongratulations

SPECIAL $55.00Regular Price 
$76.00

Most of the work on the street frontage had to be down without machines because of the power lines 
and close proximity to the historic equipment.

Dead ash victim to the emerald 
ash borer was dangerous as 
most stood hollow inside.


