April is the cruelest month, breeding lilacs out of the dead land, mixing memory and destre, stirring dull roots with spring rain.” Dylan 1homas
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HUNTINGTON

Town Hall
hours clarified

By Wendy Long
Correspondent

At their Feb. 26 meet-
ing, the Select Board said
that they’d received word
from members of the pub-
lic, who were having trou-
ble speaking with various
town departments.

They asked the chairs
and heads of town depart-
ments if it was possible
to establish evening hours
for the public on the same
days and times.

The answer, emphati-
cally, was no.

Gone are the days
when town officials were
made up of individuals
who didn’t hold jobs out-
side of town. The answer
to the problem of inform-
ing the public as to how
and when to meet with var-
ious officials and boards
was to list each depart-
ment’s availability on an
insert that went out with
the fourth quarter property
tax bills.

Generally, the
Huntington Town Hall
is open Monday through

Thursday from 10 a.m.-
3 p.m. and it is closed
on legal holidays. Due to
limited staffing, individ-
ual offices may be closed
due to things like illness
or vacation, so it is rec-
ommended to call ahead.
Meeting postings and addi-
tional information can be
found by visiting www.
huntingtonma.us. Below
please find information
on how to meet with town
officials and boards.

Meeting with

town employees

Town Administrator
Jennifer Peloquin’s office
hours are the same hours
that town hall is open to
the public. The Select
Board meets every other
Wednesday evening at
5 p.m. From here, it gets
more complicated. Her
telephone number is 413-
512-5200.

Town Clerk Michelle
Fieldstad Booth has office
hours by appointment on
Monday and Wednesday
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GOSHEN

By Wendy Long
Correspondent

Adam Gagne achieved
the rank of Eagle Scout at
age 15, the highest level of
accomplishment in the Boy
Scouts of America.

As an adult, he went
on to lead Scout troops for
33 years and helped anoth-
er dozen teenagers get to the
rank of Eagle Scout. Each
Eagle Scout gets a men-
tor pin and gives it to the
non-parent who they feel
helped them the most in
their scouting journey. Three
of Gagne’s 12 Eagle Scouts
bestowed their mentor pins
to him. Clearly, this was a
man dedicated to children
and an active, outdoor life.

Today, Adam wears a hat
indoors, sits under an electric
blanket and wears a heated
jacket. His easy chair rais-
es him to an almost standing
position and Adam slowly
leaves the room for a few
minutes. When he returns,
it’s clear that the short trip
has taken a toll: he is breath-
ing heavily as he settles back
into his chair. Claudette
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‘March for a

Adam Gagne and his wife Claudette at their home in Goshen.
Friends have organized a March at Look Park and a GoFundMe
site for Adam, who has stage 5 kidney disease.

Turley photo by Wendy Long

helps him with a wheelchair
for anything beyond the
house, as he is now too weak
to walk very far.

Thirty years ago, Gagne
was diagnosed with diabetes
in his 20s and made an effort
to eat better, lose weight, and
become more active. Despite
these efforts, he needed insu-
lin in his 30s and by 2019
was diagnosed with kidney
disease. Now in his 50s,
Adam and his wife Claudette
are facing the unthinkable:
Stage 5 Kidney Disease.

“From what we’ve read,
it’s not necessarily diabe-
tes that’s done this to me.
It could be the medications
I had to take,” Gagne said.
“But diabetes is a big play on
kidneys.”

Kidneys serve a lot of
functions in the human body,
but their main job is filtering
waste products, excess fluids,
and toxins from the blood.
When a person with kidney
disease reaches Stage 5, the
kidneys are no longer func-
tioning and one needs dial-
ysis to survive. At the time

MATCH, page 7

HUNTINGTON

Final canoe race cI|n|c to be heId on April 12

By Wendy Long
Correspondent

Canoeists and kayak-
ers took part in the opening
canoe race clinic held on
Sunday, April 6.

Originally scheduled for
the April 5, the clinic moved
to Sunday because the fore-
cast was more favorable: less
rain and higher temperatures.
There, experienced racers
were on hand to teach new-
comers about proper cloth-
ing, safe boat setup, basic
stroke techniques, how to run

the rapids and what to do if

you capsize.

Experienced paddlers
also guided people down the
river to learn more about the
Classic Race: how to nav-
igate the rapids, where to
enter and exit the two portag-
es and how to find the calmer
option: a by-pass to the Hill
and Dale Rapids.

The final Canoe Race
Clinic will take place on
Saturday, April 12 at 11 a.m.
There is no advance sign up
and it is free to racers, who
are already registered for the
race. If they haven’t signed
up to race yet, there will be a
$10 fee and they must sign a
waiver to participate.

Organizers suggest that
paddlers not wear cotton
jeans or tops if the weath-
er is rainy; these will absorb
water and have no heat
retention factors. Wetsuits
and drysuits with paddling
gloves and booties are high-
ly recommended. Lacking

Experlenced paddlers Julie Marcoulier in the stern and her daughter Jessie, take a run down the

Westfield River in preparation for the annual canoe races.

that, wool shirts, pants and
socks (retain heat when wet)
or synthetic clothing (dry
quickly) may be substituted.
Also consider a neo-
prene or wool hat and wet-
suit or other non-absorbent
gloves. Those taking part
should come dressed in pad-
dling clothes, have a full set
of dry clothes in their cars
at the finish line and need
to set up transportation back
after coming off the river in
Woronoco Village. In setting
transportation up at the finish
line, cars should park on the
right hand side of Woronoco
road as they head downhill
towards the 25 mph sign.
Clinic participants should
meet at the Classic Race
start line staging area by the
MassDOT maintenance yard
in Huntington, off of the

green bridge on Route 112 in
downtown Huntington.

Personal floatation
devices are required for all
paddlers and helmets are
required for all kayakers
and stand up paddle board-
ers. Air floatation devices/
bags are highly recommend-
ed for canoes and kayaks to
assist with self rescue if they
capsize. They should have a
bailer and spare paddle in the
boat and two eight foot lines
attached to each end of their
canoe. These lines can be
coiled up and taped down to
help pull their boat to shore
if needed.

Organizers stress prepar-
ing ahead for the clinics and
for race day. In their words,
“It’s not a question of if you
will flip but when you will
flip.” They have posted the

Courtesy photo by Harry Rock

following steps for what to
do if this happens.

First: make sure their
partner is safe before dealing
with anything else. Partners
should agree ahead of time
which side of the river to
swim to; heading toward the
Route 20 side is recommend-
ed. Hang onto the paddle to
use if they can retrieve their
boat. Float on their back with
their feet downstream to fend
off the rocks.

If they can, pull the line
attached to their boat with
them to drag it to shore to
empty the water out and
resume the race. Do not try
to stand until they can touch
the bottom near a shore with
their hands. The “paddler
code” is to always help oth-

CANOE RACE, page 3
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Town Administrator
completes second
series of classes

By Mary Kronholm
Correspondent

Town Administrator
Cristina Ferrera has com-
pleted the second series
of classes to become
the Certified Municipal
Purchasing Officer for the
town.

The third and final
series begins April 22.

Engineering report

Engineering firm
Weston Sampson relayed
the information to Ferrera
that there would be a cost
to the town in the neigh-
borhood of $18 to $20 mil-
lion to refit the Town Hall
for use as a fire station. To
accommodate fire trucks
in the gym would require
considerable work and with
that said, any construction
would require the entire
building being brought up
to current code standards.
Use of the Town Hall for
that purpose is off the table.

Climate Change leader

Potential members or
residents interested in par-
ticipating in working on the
town becoming a Climate
Change Leader communi-
ty include Pam Dirschka,
Deb Lundgren and Chuck

Benson. There would have
to be a bylaw change in
order to permit the appoint-
ment of a committee to be
responsible to lead the town
forward and accomplish the
requisite objectives.

According to Ferrera,
the town would have to
vote to adopt a specialized
stretch energy code and cre-
ate a plan for the required
municipal decarbonization
roadmap. The town already
has in effect and adheres
to the stretch code, but the
one that must be approved
is even more complicated.
Ferrera said this has been an
issue with several commu-
nities wanting to proceed to
the Climate Change Leader
status.

According to
the DOER, “As a cli-
mate change leader,
Massachusetts has adopt-
ed a “Specialized Stretch
Energy Code” (also known
as the “Specialized Code”)
which builds on the updat-
ed Stretch Code and pushes
new construction towards
net-zero building perfor-
mance through deep energy
efficiency, reduced heating
loads, and efficient electri-
fication”
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Tips for cold weather clothing for canoeing and kayaking

By Harry Rock

Congratulations on
deciding to enter the Westfield
Wildwater Canoe and Kayak
Race.

While paddling white-
water is both an exhilarating
and challenging experience,
you also need to be con-
cerned with what to wear as
April temperatures can still
be chilly and the water quite
cold.

Canoeing and kayaking
are fun activities and an excit-
ing way to enjoy the outdoors
allowing people to devel-
op new skills and provide a
meaningful lifetime sport
to one’s lifestyle. However,
because it is an outside activ-
ity that is highly impacted by
the weather and the tempera-
ture of the water, paddlers
need to educate themselves on
how to properly dress for the
variable conditions.

LL Bean always states
that “there is no such thing as
bad weather, only bad cloth-
ing, which is very true.” It is
also widely known that the
key to survival in the outdoors
to staying dry. And likewise,
because paddling is inherently
a wet sport, the key to taking
care of yourself in damp and
chilly conditions is the ability
to remain warm.

It is a generally well
accepted fact within whitewa-
ter instructional classes that
when the combined air and
water temperature is less than
100 degrees, a person needs
to strongly consider wearing
protective clothing and gear to
protect themselves from expo-
sure and hypothermia. So let’s
explore all of these factors.

Heat loss

It is important to realize
that the human body releases
heat at a rate of approximately
25 times faster when it is wet
than when it is dry. This heat
loss is felt when you come
out of the shower in the win-
ter and you immediately feel
quite chilly until you towel
off, thus removing the source
of heat loss. Contrary to this
is the summer when you are
hot and you begin to sweat
which is the body’s natural
mechanism to cool itself to
maintain the consistent core
temperature of 98.6 degrees.

There are five means by
which the body loses heat.

Evaporation - Body heat
turns sweat into vapor, thus
cooling the body.

Convection - Heat loss
occurs by air or water moving
across the skin surface and
pulling heat away.

Conduction - Direct con-
tact of the body with another
object which transfers heat
from the body to the object.

Radiation - Body radiates
heat outward like a fire, try-
ing to warm up the surround-
ing environment, either air or
water.

Respiration - Air is
warmed, then exhaled, result-
ing in a significant loss of
heat.

All of the heat loss
methods listed above apply
in a water based environment
such as paddling on a river.
Paddling is a highly active
and aerobic sport so there is
considerable evaporation from
sweat and respiration from
heavy breathing. Because you
are moving with the current
and being exposed to wind,

dventure 7uﬂw05vaﬁrn

Share the Ady

May 23 ......... 7-Night Bermuda Cruise...... from $1699

June 10-12...Hampton Beach Getaway .............. $529
June 28......... Boston Harbor Lunch Cruise.......... $175
July 12.......... Escape to Rockport.................... $110
July 26........ Perkins Cove for a Day.................. $110

(OA\

34

Share the Adventure with us soon!
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357
or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

LOWER PRICES

T0 BOOST
YOUR BUDGET!

USDA INSP. BONELESS

GENTER CUT

PORK LOIN cur ree... 242 e

USDA INSP. FRESH

PORK HAM (LEG) .o 1 9

CutT
FREE

g2

USDA INSP. FROZEN

USDA INSP. \
FRESH BONE-IN
BEEF RlBEYE

USDA INSP.

there is heat loss through con-
vection.

If you are unfortunate
enough to experience an
early spring swim out of your
canoe or kayak, then conduc-
tion and radiation will cause
heat loss from the body. You
have to think of your body as
a furnace that is constantly
releasing heat and trying to
increase the temperature of
the outside environment (air
and water) to equal your body
temperature.

There is no way the
body can produce and release
enough heat to bring up the
temperature of the river equal
to that of the body, therefore
hypothermia begins to set in
which is the dangerous drop-
ping of your core body tem-
perature. To combat this, we
must wear enough insulated
clothing to hold in our body
heat as well as protecting it
from getting wet.

Clothing and
proper insulation

What are the tempera-
tures you will be exposed to
throughout the day?

How long will you be
away from dry clothes, hot
beverages, food and a heat
source?

What level of aerobic
activity will you be engaging
in for generating body heat?

Will you be in warm
sunshine or chilly conditions
that are overcast with rain and
wind?

How high are your risk
percentages for flipping your
canoe based on personal expe-
rience, skills and water condi-
tions?

When is the last time

you ate, providing fuel for
the body to generate heat and
energy?

Have you consumed
alcohol or ingested other
drugs prior to the race, there-
by allowing blood vessels to
dilate and release higher lev-
els of heat during the event?

Do you have the abili-
ty to quickly vent heat from
the body if you feel you are
becoming overheated?

Recommendations

Wetsuits and dry suits are
highly recommended when
temperatures are cold and
there is a strong possibility of
flipping one’s canoe or kayak.

At a minimum, paddling
tops and bottoms should
be considered for protec-
tion against the elements.
Synthetic or wool based long
underwear, both tops and bot-
toms should be considered for
wearing under paddle jackets
and pants.

Even if the air tempera-
ture is warm, take in consid-
eration the water temperature
if you do take an unexpect-
ed swim where you body is
essentially trying to heat up
all of the water around you.
This will rapidly exhaust your
ability to generate heat which
will result in your core tem-
perature dropping and thus
becoming hypothermic. This
should directly influence the
type and amount of clothing
you need to be wearing.

Cotton “kills” because it
has absolutely no heat insu-
lating value when it gets wet,
as well as being very heavy.
Think of how long it takes for
cotton towels or jeans to dry.
Cotton wicks water (think of

oil lamps) so that clothing will
become very wet even if only
the edge of it is in water. You
need to be considering wear-
ing high-tech synthetic fabrics
as well as wool based prod-
ucts which don’t wick water,
that dry quickly, and maintain
warmth even when wet.

Consider what to wear
on your head and neck such
as wool hats, skull caps and/
or helmets to keep it warm as
this area has the largest per-
centage of heat loss for the
body because of how much
blood travels to the brain and
how close to the skin surface
it is.

This makes the head the
most important part of the
body to insulate in an effort
to keep the body warm.
Likewise, in warm conditions,
lightweight synthetic skull
caps are recommended to help
release heat from the head
in order to prevent the body
from overheating.

Consider wearing syn-
thetic or neoprene paddling
gloves to keep your hands
warm and to prevent blisters.

Wool socks are crucial to
wear for warmth under pad-
dling booties or shoes as your
feet are generally immersed
in cold water in the canoe or
kayak for the duration of the
race, especially when exiting
and entering the boat during
portages. There are also
waterproof socks that you can
wear over your wool socks to
help keep the feet warm.

Bottom line, sweat-
shirts, sweatpants, tank tops
and exposed skin are all bad
choices when paddling in
spring conditions, regardless
of how warm the air might be

as you need to consider the
strong possibility of a canoe
or kayak capsize in very cold
water. Take into consideration
how long you will be in the
water before getting to shore,
how long it will be before you
are reunited with your craft
and how long it will be before
you are able to change into
dry clothes.

Do not drink alcohol or
ingest other drug based sub-
stances that would prevent
the body from functioning
properly for creating and pre-
serving heat. You also need
to ensure that you have the
best decision making abili-
ty possible when taking on a
potentially risky activity such
as paddling.

Always make sure you
are wearing a Coast Guard
approved Type III over the
shoulder life jacket, and that
you have an extra paddle and
a bailer. It is a good idea to
have painters (lines) attached
to each end of your boat to
help pull it to shore when you
have wet exited your canoe
or kayak. There should also
be floatation in the canoe or
kayak to help with rescue and
to limit damage to submerged
boats in the case of capsizes
and wet exits.

The wearing of helmets
is strongly recommended for
safety when paddling on a
whitewater river.

Finally, have a great time.
Paddling on the river is a truly
fun and enjoyable experience
and if approached correctly
with the right equipment and
clothing, it will become an
outdoor activity that you and
your family will want to par-
ticipate in for years to come.

Hilltown Hikers host group hike on April 26

MONTEREY - The
Western Massachusetts
Hilltown Hikers will hold a
group hike entitled “Bidwell
Outside the House Hike” on
Saturday, April 26 at 10 a.m.

This is approximately
a 3.5 to 4 hour hike. People
should park at 100 Art
School Road. The hike rating
is easy to moderate on a loop
trail with little elevation.

Participants will join
local historian, Rob Hoogs,
on a hike through 18th and
19th century history follow-
ing the 1760s colonial Royal
Hemlock Road and visit sev-
eral cellar holes and a char-
coal hearth.

They will also follow the
beautiful Loom Brook and
cross the Boston-Albany Post
Road all while listening to
the history of the land they

are traveling.

The Bidwell House was
built circa 1760 for the first
minister of Township No.
1, the Reverend Adonijah
Bidwell (1716-1784). He
arrived in 1750 to be the
first minister of this fron-
tier region, which even-
tually became the towns of
Monterey and Tyringham.
The location of the house
was the first town center of
what was originally known as
Housatonic Township No. 1.

The Bidwell House was
the parsonage, and the first
meeting house, located at the
crossroads of the Great Trail
(the Boston-Albany Post
Road) and Royal Hemlock
Road, was a short walk from
the house. Rev. Bidwell
farmed the property from
1750 to 1784. His eldest son,
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Adonijah Bidwell Jr., devel-
oped the farm into a large
and prosperous dairy farm,
expanding the landholdings
and building a compound
of barns and out-buildings.
His tenure was 1784-1836.
The grandson, John Devotion
Bidwell (1792-1867), contin-
ued to farm and also added a
tanning yard. This event does
not include a tour of inside
the house.

The group will hike
rain or shine. Registration is
required. Participants should
register per car load by vis-
iting https://westernmasshill-
townhikers.ticketleap.
com. Maps and bottled water
is provided. Well behaved
dogs are allowed.

Event is volunteer
lead. Suggested donation is
$15. More details are avail-

SERTICAC

able by visiting www.hill-
townhikers.com . People may
email westernmasshilltown-
hikers@aol.com or call/text
413-302-0312 if they have any
questions. As always be pre-
pared for rocks, mud and roots
and bring trekking poles.

People who want to hike
every weekend year-round
and become a Hilltown Hiker
member may sign up by vis-
iting www.HilltownHikers.
com.

They may fol-
low Hilltown Hikers on
Facebook, Instagram, and
YouTube. Tees, hoodies, hats,
patches and bags will be for
sale by donation at the event.
See all our events, maps,
blog and photos at www.hill-
townhikers.com . Please keep
these beautiful places clean
and carry in and carry out.
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evenings from 6-8 p.m.
Walk-ins are welcome on
Tuesdays from 10-3 and
Wednesdays from 10 - 2.
Email townclerk@hun-
tingtonma.us or call 413-
512-5209 if people need to
schedule an evening appoint-
ment.

Tax Collector Sue
Fopiano and Assistant
Collector Anna Horkun
have office hours that also
mirror the town hall’s open
schedule. They also provide
evening hours for the public
on Mondays from 5-7 p.m.
They can be reached at 413-
512-5208.

The Water and Sewer
Department office hours are
10 a.m.-3 p.m.on Monday,
Tuesday and Thursday.
Evening hours are on
Wednesdays from 5 - 8 p.m.
Please call 413-512-5207 if
you need additional informa-
tion.

The remaining town
employees are available
by appointment. Call 413-
512-5210 or email build-
ingcommissioner @hunting-
tonma.us to schedule with
the Building Commissioner
George Peterson. Please note
that building permit appli-
cations are available online

at www.huntingtonma.us
or by calling the office. For
the police department, call
413-512-5213 to schedule
an appointment. (If an emer-
gency, dial 911). To schedule
an appointment with Town
Accountant Richard Buley
call 413-512-5203 or email
accountant@huntingtonma.
us . For Treasurer Aimee
Burnham, call 413-512-5202
or email treasurer @hunting-
tonma.us.

Boards with established
meeting times

The Board of Health
meets the first Monday
of the month at 6 p.m.
but will also hold office
hours by appointment. To
arrange an appointment
call 413-512-5211 or email
boardofhealth@hunting-
tonma.us .The Title V agent
Charles Kaniecki may be
reached by calling 413-695-
0593.

The Conservation
Commission (413-512-5214
or concom@huntington-
ma.us) meets on the first
Wednesday of the month
at 7 p.m. Contact them to
be placed on an upcoming
agenda.

The Council on Aging

meets the first Tuesday
of each month at 10 a.m.
at Stanton Hall. Office
hours are by appointment
(413-512-5205 or coa@
huntingtonma.us). The
Caregiver Support/Outreach
Coordinator may be reached
at 413-685-5283. COA
events are listed in the quar-
terly community newsletter
and on the town website.

Boards that meet
as needed

The Board of Assessors
meets as needed and can
arrange appointments for
office hours. They also offer
an online chat Monday
through Friday from 9 a.m.-
3 p.m. at www.rrgsystems.
com/Huntington/. Call 413-
512-5201 or email asses-
sors @huntingtonma.us.

The Planning Board
(planning @huntingtonma.
us) meets as needed and may
be emailed for an appoint-
ment. The Zoning Board of
appeals also meets as needed
and may be emailed (zba@
huntingtonma.us) for an
appointment. Both boards
also share a phone num-
ber with the Conservation
Commission (413-512-
5214).

COA lists upcoming May events

HUNTINGTON - The
Huntington Council on
Aging will be hosting the
Jack Kowal Swing Band on
Saturday, May 3 at 2 p.m.
at Stanton Hall, 26 Russell
Road.

The band performs
in the style of old time
jazz big bands like Glenn
Miller, Benny Goodman
and Duke Ellington. All
ages are welcome to attend
this free event. This pro-
gram is made possible by a
grant from the Huntington

CANOE RACE

Cultural Council, a local
agency which is support-
ed by the Mass Cultural
Council, a state agency. For
more information, people
may call Crystal Wright-
Partyka at 413-685-5283.
The COA will be
sponsoring a tag sale on
Saturday, May 17 from 9
a.m.-1 p.m. on the Town
Common and at Stanton
Hall located at 26 Russell
Road. Spaces are available
for a suggested donation of
$10 on the Town Common

and $15 inside Stanton
Hall.

Vendors must provide
their own tables, chairs and
tents for rain/sun protec-
tion. No items shall be left
behind. Set up will start at
8 a.m. on Saturday morn-
ing. People may call 423-
512-5205 to reserve a space
by Wednesday, May 14.
Location of spaces will be
on a first come, first serve
basis the day of the sale.
The sale will be held rain
or shine.

from page 1

ers on the river; if hey come
across someone who has
capsized they are expected
to offer help.

Also available at the
final clinic will be race
t-shirts, cowbells and hats
for sale. These are cash
only sales: shirts and hats
are $20 each; cowbells are
$10. Supplies are limited.

There’s still time to
register for the 70th run-

ning of the Westfield River
Wildwater Races. The
annual races will take place
on Saturday, April 19 with
the Expert Race starting at
Knightville Dam at 9:30
a.m. A racer meeting will
be held there at 9 a.m. for
everyone taking part. The
Classic Race starts at the
MassDOT maintenance
yard under the green bridge
on Route 112 at 11 a.m.

There will be a racer meet-
ing for the classic racers at
10:30 a.m.

People can still regis-
ter online at www.westfiel-
driver.org/races. Rates are
currently $45 per person,
but will increase to $75 on
April 14.

A reminder that the
Eras Dance originally
scheduled for April 12 is
cancelled.

PLEASE RECYCLE THIS NEWSPAPER

NORTHAMPTON

Fair food drive takes place April 19

NORTHAMPTON -
The Hampshire, Franklin
and Hampden Agricultural
Society, the non- profit orga-
nization that manages the
Three County Fair and fair-
grounds, will be conducting
their 2025 Food Drive on
Saturday, April 19 outside of
their main office at 54 Fair St.

The Three County Fair
has collected over 2,000
pounds in food donations
each year to contribute to
the local food banks. They
are seeking non-perishable,
non-expired foods such as
canned fruit, soup, tuna
and vegetables, plus cere-
al, pasta, sauce and peanut
butter for area food pan-

tries, who have partnered
with the fair including the
Northampton Survival Center,
the Easthampton Community
Center, the Helping Hands
Cupboard Food Pantry at
BUCC in Belchertown and
the Westhampton Food Pantry
located at the Westhampton
Congregational United
Church of Christ.

“A food drive is a
reminder that kindness is
powerful, generosity is con-
tagious, and no act of giving
is too small to make a differ-
ence. The Three County Fair
recognizes that our food drive
is more about just giving a
meal — its about strengthen-
ing and nourishing our com-

OTIS

Transfer Station closed
April 20 and 21

OTIS - The Transfer
Station will be closed on
Sunday, April 20 for Easter
and on Monday, April 21 for

Patriot’s Day.

The station will open
on Tuesday, April 22 from 7
am.-3 p.m.

munity,” said Taylor Haas,
Executive Director of the
Three County Fair. “This
food drive is an annual com-
munity tradition, much like
our fair”.

Vehicles can donate at
least 10 items in exchange
for a pair of complimentary
tickets to the 2025 Three
County Fair, Aug. 29 to Sept.
1. Donations can be dropped
off at the Fair’s main office at
54 Fair St., on Saturday, April
19between the hours of 10
a.m.-1 p.m. The Fair requests
that donations be compiled
in disposable bags or boxes
for volunteers to easily accept
them from vehicles. Limit
one pair of tickets per vehicle.

Our advertisers
make this
publication
possible.

Let them know you
saw their ad in the

Country
Journal

$1200/week

207-607-9333

Georgetown, Maine

2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom
Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

» Walk to Five Islands Wharf and
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
« Close to Reid State Park

Opening for Easter
April 15th

EASTER PLANTS
LILIES | TULIPS | DAFFODILS
HYACINTH | HYDRANGEAS | PANSIES
LETTUCE | CABBAGE
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Eo CeCé}li Farms 1131 SPRINGFIELD STREET

FEEDING HILLS, MAss. © “Everythingyou’d grow if you had forty acres.”
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Zine club hosts exhibit in gallery

NORTHAMPTON -
Forbes Library, 20 West St.,
in conjunction with its res-
ident zine club, launches a
newly cataloged and circu-
lating zine collection.

To commemorate the
occasion, Zine Club has
invited several area librar-
ies to exhibit a representa-
tive sampling of their own
flourishing collections.
Zines from University of

Connecticut, Westfield
State University, Flywheel
Collective, Hampshire
College, Greenfield Public
Library, and the Vermont
Center for Cartoon Studies
will be on display in the
Homer Gallery through the
month of April now through
April 29. An artists recep-
tion with the custodians of
these collections will be
held Saturday, April 12 from

2-4 p.m.

Hosmer Gallery
hours are Monday through
Thursday from 10 a.m.-
8 p.m. and Friday and
Saturday from 10 a.m.-6
p.m.
The gallery is closed
Sundays and holidays. The
gallery is located on the
second People may visit
forbeslibrary.org/info/hours
for any updates.

PROPANE GAS
PLUMBING * HEATING

(413) 268-8360
TOLL FREE 1-800-464-2053
Family Owned & Operated
3 Berkshire Trail West (Route 9), P.O. Box 102, Goshen, MA 01032
www.georgepropane.com

Paul’s

238-0303

PAUL GRAHAM
Mass. License 23299

MPs
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|—+wAm YSTEMS

Water Pumps ¢ Sewer Pumps

Water Conditioners
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Montgomery, MA 01085

Donald Washburn
862-3301

Kirke R. Henshaw, Inc.

Water Well Drilling, Water Pump Sales & Service

Water
Testing

i Hydrofi
wrsysen HENSHAW vt

800-232-4725 « Fax 413-296-4565
Charles R. Henshaw
130 Cummington Rd., W. Chesterfield, MA ¢ 413-296-4725
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POOL SUPPLIES - MOTOR OILS - FENCING

LAWN & GARDEN SUPPLIES - FERTILIZER

GATEWAY FARM & PET

PoulinGrain®” ® G

59 RUSSELL ROAD, HUNTINGTON, MA 01050
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413+667+5269
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new construction, renovation,
historic preservation

Contact
Wendy Delcamp
TO ADVERTISE AT
413-283-8393

or email:
wdelcamp@turley.com

0 e Tune Ups
] e Installations
V&N A * Oil Tanks

Oil Burner Service'
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SOCIAL SECURITY

THatiers

By Russell Gloor

When is the best time for
me to claim Social Security?

Dear Rusty:

I will be 66 Y2 in June
and would like to discuss
when would be the best
time for me to start taking
my social security benefits.

I am still employed full
time and don’t want to be
penalized because of that.
Please let me know what
I need to do to set up an
appointment with you. I got
your information from the
AMAC website and I look
forward to hearing from
you.

Signed:
Ready to Claim

Dear Ready:

You can certainly call
us on 1-888-750-2622
during normal EST busi-
ness hours for a personal
conversation.

But to facilitate that
conversation, be aware that
deciding when to claim
your Social Security ben-
efit normally depends on
just a few factors, includ-
ing your financial need,
your health and expected
longevity, and your mari-
tal status. A few things to
be aware of: Born in 1958,
your “Full Retirement
Age” is age 66 years and
8 months. If you were born
in October 1958, you will
reach you FRA in June
2025, and that is the point
you can get 100% of the SS
benefit you’ve earned from
a lifetime of working.

Once you reach
your FRA in June, Social
Security’s “annual earn-
ings test” no longer applies.
Thus, you can continue
working after you start
your SS benefits and your
earnings will not negatively
affect your monthly ben-
efit amount. If you claim
any earlier than your FRA,
you will get a smaller ben-
efit and also be subject to
Social Security’s annu-
al earnings test (which
for you this year - your
FRA year - is $62,160, or
$5,180/month after you
start your SS benefits). If
you decide to claim before
your FRA, your benefit
will be reduced by .556%
for each month early (a
permanent reduction).

You can also wait
beyond your FRA to
claim and earn Delayed
Retirement Credits (DRCs)
at the rate of .667% per
month (8% per year of
delay), in order to get an
even higher benefit later.
If financially feasible, you
can delay up to the age of
70 when your monthly ben-

efit will reach maximum
- about 27% more than it
will be in June of this year.

0-If you are single and
will not be eligible for a
spousal benefit, then you
should make your claim-
ing decision based only on
your own needs. If, how-
ever, you are married and
your spouse’s FRA bene-
fit is more than twice your
FRA amount, you may
be entitled to a “spousal
boost” (a supplemental
amount added to your own
SS benefit).

Your life expectancy
should be considered when
deciding when to claim
your SS retirement bene-
fits. If you expect to enjoy
at least “average” longev-
ity (about 87 for a woman
your current age), then you
might also consider delay-
ing your claim (if financial-
ly feasible) and that is often
a prudent choice. If you
don’t expect to achieve a
long life, or if you need the
money sooner, or if you are
entitled to spousal benefits,
then claiming at your FRA
of 66 years and 8 months is
likely your best option.

In the end, only you
can decide when you
should claim your Social
Security, but we’re always
here to answer any addi-
tional questions you may
have. You can feel free to
call us at any time (1-888-
750-2622) during normal
EST business hours to dis-
cuss your options directly
with one of our certified
Social Security advisors.
Or you can also ask any
additional questions via
email, which we will be
most happy to respond to
promptly.

The Association
Mature Citizens
Foundation and its staff
are not affiliated with or
endorsed by the Social
Security Administration
or any other governmen-
tal entity. This article is
intended for informa-
tion purposes and does
not represent legal or
financial guidance. It
presents the opinions
and interpretations of
the Association Mature
Citizens Foundation’s
staff, trained and accredit-
ed by the National Social
Security Association To
submit a question, visit
amacfoundation.org/pro-
grams/social-security-advi-
sory or email us at ssadvi-
sor@amacfoundation.org.
Russell Gloor is a Social
Security advisor for AMAC.

Corrections policy

If you notice a factual error in our pages,
please let us know, so that we can set the record
straight. Email information to countryjournal @
turley.com, or call us at 413-283-8393.

Corrections will be printed in the same section
where the error originally occurred.
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Eggplant parmesan anyone?

ust when you think
Jyou are done

planning your
garden you come

across some-
thing else to
grow. What

did it for me
was a trip to
the Dollar Store
where I found the
seed packs priced
at four for $1.25.
What a deal!

While I wouldn’t spend
$3.99 for a package of egg-
plant seeds, I could shell out
approximately 32 cents, and
if I end up with a half dozen
fruit it would be worth the
investment.

We grow eggplant at Old
Sturbridge Village, but it is
the ornamental type, the kind
that looks seriously like pure
white eggs hanging from a
fuzzy gray-green plant! I
plan to grow “Black Beauty,”

* the

variety that holds promise of
parmesan grinders and saucy
pasta dishes.

It’s been a few years
since I have grown eggplant.
I stopped growing it because
I never seemed to pick it at
the right time — either it was
too early or too late.

So, why don’t we learn
together how to grow egg-
plant successfully and har-
vest it correctly?

Eggplant is a member of

the Solanaceae family, mak-
ing it cousins with
tomatoes and pep-
pers. Like its
relatives, egg-
plant seeds
need to
be started
indoors,
eight to 10
weeks prior to the
last frost.

By sowing the
seed yesterday, I just
sneak in to the eight week
mark. If the thought of grow-
ing eggplant excites you,
don’t let the calendar dis-
suade you. Any head start is
still a head start!

The seeds like a warm-
er germination temperature,
with some experts calling for
80 degrees! When the seed-
lings show their first set of
true leaves, transplant them

GARDEN, page 5
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By Ellenor Downer

Brimfield resident
makes regular trips
to ponds to look for

waterfowl often in Warren.

On March 19 he saw five
Canada geese, six mallards
(three pairs), three American
black ducks, six green-
winged teal (three pairs) and
one male, hooded mergan-
ser at a pond on New Reed
Street.

The green-winged teal is
the smallest dabbling duck in
North America. The male has
a cinnamon colored head and
grayish body with a green
crescent from the eye to the
back of the head. The male
has a vertical white strip that
extends from the water line
to its shoulder. The female
is brown. Both sexes have
green wing patches, which
are visible in flight. They
also have a yellowish stripe
along the tail.

They have a blocky
body, large head and short
bill. They are between 12 and
15 inches in length. There
tail is high out of the water.

Spring time is a great

*Jb' ¢'

time to look for green
winged teal. They

often land in shallow wet-
lands and are sometimes
seen foraging in puddles of
water on agricultural fields.
They feed on shallow bodies
of water on vegetation. They
breed in dense vegetation
along river deltas.

The oldest know green-
winged teal was at least 20
years and three months.
A female, she was banded
in Oklahoma in 1941 and
recovered by a hunter in
Missouri in 1960.

Great blue heron

The Brimfield resi-
dent said in an email dated
March 19, “I visited two
ponds in Warren yesterday
and saw great blue her-
ons for the second time this
spring. However this time,
they were at the pond where
great blue herons have had
nest for a couple of years and
an osprey was back. Both
sightings were at the pond
on South Street.” Other birds
seen at the pond included one
ring-billed gull, three rock

Green-winged teal

pigeon, one blue jay and six
red-winged blackbirds.

Last year, there were
four heron nests, however
one nest fell down during the
winter. There were two birds
standing in one of the nests
for a time before one of the
birds flew to a nearby tree.

Osprey

The Brimfield resident
said an osprey nest has been
at this location in Warren
since 2020 and nine young
have successfully fledged.
here. An adult just arrived in
the last day or so. The bird
flew to the nest carrying a
branch and then moved to the
bottom of the nest, tilted for-
ward and then began scratch-
ing at the bottom of the nest.
He took a picture of this
osprey scratching. He said,
“In a picture I took, debris
can be seen flying over the
edge of the nest. A behavior
I have never seen before —
interesting.”

BACKYARD, page 5

The Country Journal welcomes
readers to participate in this year’s
election campaigns by writing letters
to the editor for publication on these
pages. Letters of up to 250 words from
local residents endorsing candidates
on the ballot or discussing campaign
issues should be sent to The Country
Journal, care of Turley Publications,
24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069,
faxed to 413-289-1977 or emailed to
countryjournal @turley.com. Please

Election letters to the editor welcome

include a daytime telephone number
for verification purposes (it will not be
printed). Letters must be received by
noon Friday to be considered for the
following Thursday’s newspaper. No
attack letters will be printed. No letters
written by candidates supporting their
own candidacy will be printed. If the
volume of letters received is larger
than the space available in the news-
paper, or if the letters become repeti-
tive, the newspaper reserves the right

to print a representative sample. No
endorsement letters will be printed in
the last edition before the election. For
more information, call 413-283-8393.

Campaign news
As part of its election cover-
age, the newspaper plans to print
stories about contested races for
Congress, state Senate, state House,
district attorney and Governor’s
Council during the weeks leading up

to the election, as well as a ques-
tion-and-answer voters guide. In
order to ensure fairness to all candi-
dates, no political press releases will

be printed, nor will reporters cover

political rallies or fundraisers.

Candidates who wish to further
publicize their candidacy, beliefs and
events may contact advertising, 413-
283-8393 about paid advertising in
The Country Journal.
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OPINION

By Deborah Daniels
Correspondent

atriots Day cele-
Pbrates the start of the
American Revolution
with the Battles at Lexington
and Concord, April 19, 1775.

But it wasn’t just the tax
on tea that lit the fuse on the
Revolution. It was also the
King’s broad arrow mark on
the eastern white pine trees
that really sparked a bonfire.

These trees were called
mast trees because they were
the preferred tree for making
ship masts. The three slash-
es made by a hatchet on the
tree designated it as belong-
ing to the King of England
then King George III. They
could not be used by any
colonial American. England
and most of the European
countries had wiped out all
their tall trees. Competition
for tall timber from Norway
and the Baltic countries of
Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania
was fierce.

So England, who ruled
the seas with the fastest
ships, was mightily pleased
to have access to plenty of

tall white pine trees growing
in Massachusetts. Vermont,
New Hampshire and Maine.
Perhaps eastern white pine
trees represented the most
valuable commodity in
America. We like our tea, but
take our pine trees and that
means war

King George required an
inspector to assess all trees
before they could be cut
down. All pine trees with a
diameter of 24 inches, which
was later reduced to 12 inch-
es were reserved for the
King in 1691. They would
be marked with the King’s
broad arrow - hatchet slash-
es and reserved for exclu-
sive use for the King’s Royal
Navy.

Remember this was a
wooden age for the colonists,
trees were needed to build
homes, barns, wagons, furni-
ture, fences, ships and more.
Pine trees were abundant.
They were used. If you were
found to have used a white
pine tree you were fined
100 pounds. This law was
not strictly enforced at first,
but as time went on and the
European pines disappeared

Some tall white pine trees today in the Hilltowns.

GARDEN

HILLTOWN HISTORY
Barking mad for a Revolution on pine trees
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‘Cornering through Town

Colonial drawing of an eastern white pine tree
being pulled by 16 oxen to a mast building site,
courtesy of the Chesterfield Historical Society in

New Hampshire.

things changed.

April 14, 1772 in Weare
N.H. rebel colonists smeared
their faces with ash and cap-
tured two British enforce-
ment officers. They beat
them with pine branches,
tied them onto their horses
facing backwards and drove
them out of town. Nice touch
that horseback riding facing
backwards.

This became known as
the Pine Tree Riot. The col-
onists resented sending their
best pine trees to England. It
would be one year later that
the Boston tea party took
place, protesting the taxes on
tea among other goods. Here
colonists disguised them-
selves as native Americans to
hide their identity.

Colonists got around the
pine tree decree by cutting
down trees and obliterating
the hatchet marks. Mast trees

were critical for American
ship building, which was
going on in almost every port
city. The sea trade for molas-
ses to rum to England and
to Africa for slaves and the
Caribbean Islands was on.
There was much profit to be
made at sea.

The Eastern White Pine
trees made into masts were
supple. They bent in storm
winds, but did not snap easily
at sea. Were they worth fight-
ing for? You betcha.

The process for felling a
mast tree involved selecting a
tree, which typically grew to
150 to 240 feet tall, reflecting
100 years of growth. These
trees shed lower branches as
they grow so it was common
for them to be 80 feet tall
with no lower branches.

Then a bed was pre-
pared for the tree to safely
land on. This entailed remov-

A photo showing the 6 cent Appeal to Heaven postal stamp
featuring an eastern white pine tree, issued in 1968 taken from

the author’s stamp collection.
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out of the seed pack and into
six packs. A grow on tem-
perature of 72 degrees cou-
pled with supplemental light
will produce nice, stocky
seedlings.

Another trick to stocky
seedlings is the brush meth-
od. A couple of times a day
run the top of your hand
gently over the seedlings.
Depending on how quickly
they grow, another trans-
planting maybe necessary,
this time into a four-inch pot.

Be careful not to disturb
the roots too much; while
tomatoes and peppers don’t
seem to mind transplanting,
eggplant can be stunted a bit,
so tackle this task tenderly.

About mid-May preheat
your garden space in prepa-
ration for planting out the
seedling. I lay down black

BACKYARD

plastic for peppers and will
also use it for my eggplant
transplants.

After the plants have
been hardened off for a week
or so by gradual exposure
to the elements, it’s time to
get them in the ground. I cut
“Xs” in the plastic about 18~
apart, and mix some com-
post into the soil under each
X. The seedlings are then
installed just slightly lower
into the soil than where they
were growing in the pot.

If you can cover them
with a floating row cover
to help modulate the heat
and keep flea beetles and
Colorado potato beetles at
bay, all the better.

I read that northern gar-
deners can expect to get four
to six fruit per plant. Folks
with a longer growing sea-

son can sometimes gain 12
to 15!

Once the fruit appear
glossy, they can be picked,
even before they reach their
full size. If you wait until
the skin is dull, the fruits are
seedy and not at their prime
any longer.

I am excited to see if my
32 cent investment will be
fruitful. Fingers crossed!

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge
School of Agriculture at the
University of Massachusetts.
For 33 years she has held the
position of staff horticultur-
ist at Old Sturbridge Village.
She enjoys growing food
as well as flowers. Have a
question for her? Email it to
pouimette @turley.com with
“Gardening Question” in
the subject line.

from page 4

Worm stealing
blue jay

An Oakham resident
through his kitchen window
an American Robin extract
a worm from the ground.
He said, “At that moment,
a blue jay landed scar-
ing off the robin and steal-
ing the worm.” He watched
the blue jay flit closer and
closer in the shrubbery and
swoop in when the next
worm was extracted by

a robin. He said, “I did a
quick check of the literature
- nothing like this observed
before. Jays, crows, ravens
and magpies (Corvidae
family) are renowned for
their instinctual ‘intelli-
gence’ and thievery.”

Sandhill cranes
I have not seen the
sandhill cranes in my field
lately. I did here then early
in the morning last week

when I put my trash bin
out. My neighbor said she
heard them in the morning
as well.

People may report a
bird sighting or bird relat-
ed experience by calling me
at 413-967-3505, leaving a
message at extension 100,
emailing mybackyard88 @
aol.com or edowner@tur-
ley.com or mailing to Barre
Gazette, P.O. Box 448,
Barre, MA 01005.

Submitted photos

The soft pine needles and cone
of an eastern white pine tree
taken from Northeastern Lumber
Manufacturers Association website.

NOTICE

ERRORS: Each adver-
tiser is requested to
check their advertise-
ment the first time it
This paper
will not be responsi-
ble for more than one
corrected insertion, nor
will be liable for any er-
ror in an advertisement
to a greater extent than
the cost of the space
occupied by the item
in the advertisement.

appears.

ing boulders and covering
tree stumps over with pine
branches so the tall tree land-
ed intact when cut down. It
was chopped down by two
men wielding axes on oppo-
site sides of the trunk.

Then “peelers” removed
the bark and tree limbs. It
was then loaded onto a mast-
wheel trolley that had wheels
that ranged from 9 - 15 feet
in diameter. It was pulled by
a team of oxen on a path that
was made by “swampers”
whose job it was to prepare a
straight smooth road to trans-
port the mast to its destina-
tion. Cornering such a long
tree was very difficult to do,
to put it mildly.

The preferred time to
transport the pine tree was
in the winter when the snow
made such travel easier.
It has been speculated that
some 4,500 pine trees des-
tined to become masts were
shipped from New England.

The war for American
independence was brewing.
The pine tree became a sym-
bol of resistance to British
rule. It was placed on a flag,
a green pine tree on a white
field with the words “An
Appeal to Heaven” printed
under it.

Eastern white pine.

It was chosen by George
Washington to be flown on
six schooners in 1775, com-
missioned by Congress to
intercept British ships and
prevent them from entering
Boston. It is believed the
Heaven statement was a ref-
erence from John Locke’s
(1632-1704, British philoso-
pher) second treatise on gov-
ernment, published in 1690,
referring to a right to rebel
if grievances in government
were significant.

So the flag came to rep-
resent colonial resistance
against British rule. It is the
state flag of Maine today.
It was the maritime flag for
Massachusetts until 1971
when the Heaven statement
was removed (as if we didn’t
need divine intervention).

The pine tree was cel-
ebrated on a U.S. stamp in
1968. A picture of a pine tree
was also imprinted on colo-
nial coins. Next time you are
hiking, raise a salute to those
eastern white pine trees that
were critical to our ability to
build ships and to help rally
the colonists to fight a war
for independence. Patriots
Day is the third Monday in
April. Thankfully the British
are not coming.

A April 26-27

B oouhwick Cultucal C;uﬂc:
= 244 Annual i
Fine Art Exhibition’

Show & Sale

Featuring more than 40 artists from Western MA and Northern CT. Qils, acry“r_'.,
watercolors, wood carvings, sculpture, photography, mixed media, and more. Live
art demonstrations. Book authers, Joe Adomavicia and Gail Olmsted, from Book
Club on the Go, will showcase and sign their books. Southwick Historical Society

exhibit and photo essay. Musical performances each day.

Sat. & Sun.

10am - 4pm

“Thistle,”
Watercolor by Pauline Thomas
Southwick, MA

s
il

Southwick Town Hall » 454 College Highway, RTS 10 and 202 (4 ol
www.southwickma.org/cultural-council VA Council

the purchase of
125 gallons or more
of heating oil
or kerosene
COUPONS NEVER EXPIRE

s10 OFF

the purchase of
150 gallons or more
of heating oil
or kerosene
COUPONS NEVER EXPIRE

7 EUEINGILS

HOME HEATING OIL
DIESEL - KEROSENE

% ﬁ/f Gesthice ///)/‘dtuwn.’ &/ /Z)ahéi

S150FF

the purchase of
200 gallons or more
of heating oil
or kerosene
COUPONS NEVER EXPIRE

Use Our Easy Online Ordering

FRASCOFUEL.COM = 734-3578

CGall For Our Current Low O0Oil Price
2383 Westfield St., West Springfield

Fuel Assistance Customers Welcomed
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BLANDFORD

Golden Picklers team enjoy pickle ball

By Mary Kronholm
Correspondent

BLANDFORD - Pat
Daviau may not have actu-
ally recruited all the players,
but she and Robin Stevens
began playing in the gym at
town hall.

Pat became the
“instructor” for the ladies,
who have subsequently
joined in the game since.
The most recent contend-
ers to participate are Terri
Mitas-Stetz and Jodie
Genovese of Russell.

Other ladies of a certain
age, who play regularly are
Kris Smith, Mary Mangini.
They enjoy the company
and the game. “We just have
a lot of fun,” said Kris, who
has been competing since
last August.

The game takes a cer-
tain amount of concen-
tration to remember the
score, who serves and from
which side on the doubles
court.“We get very confused
sometimes with the score,”
said Kiris.

Terri confessed that she
practices at home with her
dog fetching the ball as she
paddles against the side of
the horse barn.

Sometimes during the
course of play, colorful lan-
guage may be heard. “It
really helps with the game,”
said Mary. Only missing
from last Thursday’s regular
game was Pat, who was in
Florida.

The ladies decid-
ed to be called the Golden
Picklers and plan to have
T-shirts commissioned
with their logo, yet to be
designed.

There is a national
Pickle Ball organization for
this sport that originated in
Washington State in 1965
as a children’s backyard
game. It’s taken 60 years
to achieve its current pop-
ularity. Will it ever become
an Olympic sport? Who
knows?

The Golden Picklers with paddle-ready are from left, Kris Smith,
Robin Stevens, Terri Mitas-Stetz, Mary Mangini and Jodie

Genovese.

The court resembles a
badminton court, 44 feet by
20 feet and the service areas
are ten feet, two on a side,
and 15 feet deep.

Kris explained there
is an area on both sides of
the net called the Kitchen,
which is seven feet deep
adjacent the net in which
there is no volleying
allowed.

The court is the same
whether singles or doubles
play — that is two players in
opposition or two teams of
two in opposition. The rules
can be exhausting.

The same court is used
for both singles and doubles
play. The net height is 36
inches at the sidelines and
34 inches in the middle.

The ball is a perforated
plastic ball, similar to a nerf
ball, but, “it is not a nerf
ball,” said Robin.

There is a special
sequence for serving that
almost requires a diagram
to follow. The server has
to swing at the ball in an
upward arc and cannot be
hit from a level above the
waistline; the ball has to go
diagonally across the court.

The first serve is made

Turley photos by Mary Kronholm

from the right-hand side, if
a point is scored, the server
moves to the left-hand side
to serve again. The regu-
lations for serving contin-
ue until points are no lon-
ger scored by the server or
a fault is committed. Then
the serve goes to the other
team and the routine con-
tinues. But, at the start of
a new game, one player
serves until there’s a fault,
then service goes to the
opponent.

When the ball is served,
the receiving side must let
the ball bounce once and on
return, the serving side has
to let the ball bounce once
as well.

Then there’s scoring —
only the team serving scores
points. Games usually play
to 11 points, winning by
two. The point, according
to Kris, “goes to the serving
side if the opponent fails to
get it (the ball) over the net.”

Confusing, certainly,
but the perseverance and
dedication make it all fun
and a worthwhile effort.

The Recreation
Committee has provided
some of the equipment for
the Pickle-ballers.

FIN COM FINAL

IZING BY 26 BUDGET

e

ey, ¢

Thursday, April 3, the Finance Committee

'met to attempt to finalize the bdget for fiscal year
2026. Shown are Town Administrator Cristina Ferrera, from left, Finance Committee Chair Jackie
Coury, members Janet Lombardo and Deb Brodie. Kevin Green was not at the meeting.

Turley photo by Mary Kronholm

BLANDFORD - Porter
Memorial Library Director
Nicole Daviau announces
events for April.

All month long every-
one can pop in to the library
to see the progress of moths
and butterflies as they
work through their meta-
morphoses. Every Tuesday
from 4:30-5:30 p.m. Book
Squirms meets for stories,
songs and sensory play for
preschoolers and their sib-
lings. Every Wednesday:
from 10:30-11:30 a.m.
Book Squirms also meets
for stories, songs and senso-
ry play for preschoolers and
their siblings.

CommuniTea Reads
will take place on Saturday,
April 19 at 11 a.m. The adult
book club meets for a live-
ly discussion about “The
Safekeep,” a novel by Yael
van der Wouden. They start
at 11 am. and usually have
yummy refreshments.

School vacation week

CLASSES

_ibrary announces events

include: Monday, April 21
all day Lego play with the
library Legos; Thursday,
April 24 Mars Rover STEM
tween program from 3-4
p-m. to build a mini Mars
Rover; Friday, April 25 from
4-5 p.m. Pokeman Club will
trade cards, play trivia and
games on Saturday, April 26
there will be an all day Venus
fly trap craft and story.

The Library Building
Committee meeting is
Thursday, April 24 at6:30
p-m. This is a public meet-
ing to discuss and vote
on items for the planned
library expansion. All
town residents are wel-
come to listen in and hear
about the latest progress.
The library is open Monday,
Tuesday, Thursday and
Friday from 2-6 p.m.;
Wednesday from 10 a.m. -6
p.-m. and Saturday from 10
a.m. -2 p.m. For more infor-
mation, people may all the
library at 413-848-2853.

COA lists menu

BLANDFORD - Council
on Aging board member and
food preparation expert Joann
Martin announced the menus
for the Friday, April 11 lun-
cheon at 12:30 p.m. and the
Friday, April 25 breakfast at
10 a.m.

Lunch will be baked ham
with sweet gravy, scalloped
potatoes and tossed salad
accompanied with caramel-
ized onion rolls. Beverages
will be available. After lunch,
Highland Valley’s Registered
Dietitian Brandon Walton will
discuss food safety followed
by a game of Nutrition Bingo.

Breakfast delights
planned are eggs Florentine,
crispy bacon, breakfast pota-
toes and blueberry parfait.
Breakfast drinks will be avail-
able. There is no charge for
either meal, but a $5 donation
is welcome to help sustain the
program. People may call the
COA telephone at Town Hall
at 413-848-4279, extension400
and leave name and number of
people attending.

from page 1

Adoption of the
Specialized Stretch
Energy Code is only one
of six requirements need-
ed in order for the town to
become a Climate Change
Leader. The require-
ments include: be a Green

SCHOOLS & YOUTH

Community in good stand-
ing; have a local body
(sustainability committee,
energy committee, etc.)
that advises the munici-
pality on clean energy/cli-
mate initiatives; commit
to eliminate on-site fossil

fuel use by 2050 (munici-
pal buildings/operations);
create a municipal decar-
bonization roadmap; adopt
a Zero-Emission Vehicle
first policy and adopt the
Specialized Opt-In building
code.

By David Pollard

elcome to our
first Legends of
Gateway

Sports column,
featuring some
of the greatest
athletes that ever
wore the Blue and
Gold.

M a n vy
thanks to the fine
folks here at the
Country Journal
for seeing the
value in such a
series. We hope you like this
feature and welcome sugges-
tions for other Great Gator
athletes for future releases.

In our first release, we
are here to honor one of
our greatest athletes, Steve
Magargal, who played four
different sports while at
Gateway Regional High
School. Steve excelled at
baseball, basketball and soc-
cer, but it was his mastery of
golf that made him a legend
of Gateway sports.

Born and raised in
Worthington into a golf-
ing family and community,
Steve became introduced
to golf at the age of 7 at the
Worthington Golf Cub. In a
time before golf carts were
widespread, Steve earned 30
cents per round caddying for
the local adult players. After
school each day, he would
run over to the club from
Conwell Elementary just in
time for the ladies afternoon
outing, as the women in those
days were only allowed to
go out after 3 p.m., as crazy
as that sounds. Steve cut his
teeth and learned the eti-
quette so essential to golf,
while carrying up to three
bags at a time for his women
players

In 1969, then 12 years

Steve Magargal

Legends of Gateway Sports: Steve Magargal

old, Steve reported for
caddy duty one day and was
assigned to a golfer he did
not know, but with whom
he would form
a lifelong friend-
ship and golfing
bond. Steve knew
this player was
an important per-
son, but being a
friendly unassum-
ing youngster, was
immediately liked
by this histor-
ic figure, who as
it turned out was
George Shultz, Secretary of
the Treasury under Nixon and
then Secretary of State under
Reagan and the diplomat on
duty as the Berlin wall came
down.

Shultz and Steve became
fast friends and every time
George was in town he
checked in on Steve and, over
the years, played with Steve
on numerous occasions, road
trips and in tournaments.
Shultz’s love of Worthington
Golf Club is legendary, refus-
ing to play any other cours-
es in the area, as he stated to
Steve, “Why would we play
anywhere else, when we can
play Worthington.”

On one such memo-
rable occasion, one of the
players on a team in which
Shultz was playing in a high-
ly competitive tournament,
was unable to play. So, young
Steve was drafted and went
off and shot a smooth 65,
helping the Shultz team win
the tournament. That out-
ing helped cement the bond
between Shultz and Steve
that would last the next 40
plus years, until Shultz’s
passing in 2021.

Steve entered seventh
grade at Gateway Regional
Middle School and imme-
diately began playing every

i e PPN T TRrTu A bt ki 2

— Class of 75

Gateway sports legend Steve Magargal is shown in this photo, far

right in second row.

sport possible. Having never
played soccer before, Steve
made the JV team in sev-
enth grade and after two sea-
sons got called up to varsity
as a freshman to fill in for
an injured player and never
looked back. Steve made
Varsity basketball and base-
ball as a sophomore. This
young man was not going
to be contained and Steve
excelled at every sport he
tried.

Steve faced a major
question after his sopho-
more year. Baseball and golf
were both spring sports and
Steve had chosen baseball
up to that point. His golf
game was getting so good
that, as he thought ahead to
his junior year, he requested
to be allowed play golf and
baseball concurrently, as he
could pitch on his off days
from golf. After some consid-
eration, the Athletics depart-
ment decided that Steve
would need to make a choice,
so Steve stepped down from
Gateway Baseball to focus on
his exploding golf game.

As a result, Steve led
the Gateway golf team to
back-to-back undefeated
seasons over his junior and

Submitted photos

senior seasons and in the pro-
cess, won the Individual All
Western Mass Tournament in
1975.

In that same period of
time, Steve was recruited by
the great Toski golf teaching
family, who took Steve under
their wing and prepared him
for the next level of play,
which Steve embraced and
charged into undeterred and
ready to prove he was ready.

Under the Toski’s tute-
lage, Steve qualified for
the U.S. Junior National
Championship. In that event,
Steve lost a tough match to
Joey Sindelar, who went
on to a great PGA career,
including seven wins on tour.
Steve’s performance in the
National U.S. Junior event
got him on the radar of col-
lege recruiters.

After graduating from
Gateway in 1975, Steve
attended and played golf for
Post College in Waterbury,
Connecticut. His success
there continued and result-
ed in a New England Junior
College Golf Championship.

From there, Steve was
recruited under scholarship,
to attend and play for Rollins
College in Florida. This

was the big-time and Steve
was a long way from home.
With 36 other kids vying for
a spot, Steve had to move
his game to a higher level.
And he did. Not only did he
make the Rollins team, Steve
excelled, winning the Coastal
Carolina Tournament in his
senior year.

After graduating from
Rollins, Steve brought
his game back to western
Massachusetts and took the
region by storm. Lighting
up the area courses, winning
countless championships and
setting the course record at
Berkshire Hills with a 62.

Over the years, Steve
made the most of his golf
game including the opportu-
nity to play with and meet
great PGA players like the
aforementioned Sindelar, as
well as Bob Tway and the
legendary three-time major
tournament champion Payne
Stewart, who Steve described
as one of the great gentlemen
in the game.

After a twenty-year
career owning and run-
ning the legendary Liston’s
Bar and Grill, Steve and
his wife Diane still live in
Worthington and are active
in the western Mass Golf

For Steve Magargal, it was

golf, which made him a
sports legend. He also played
baseketball, baseball and
soccer for Gateway.

Community, playing his
childhood course, as well as
travelling to so many other
courses in the region where
he is considered a legend of
western Mass Golf.

Not bad for a kid from
Gateway Regional High
School, our first featured
Legend of Gateway Sports.

Well done, Steve.

Recommendations for
other great Gateway Athletes
that deserve recognition may
be emailed to dpollard1102 @
gmail.com.
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BECKET

Art Center hosts granite
sculptor Allen Williams

BECKET - As part of
its speaker series, the Becket
Arts Center, 7 Brooker Hill
Road, will present a talk and
slide presentation by gran-
ite sculptor, Allen Williams,
owner of the Chester Granite
Quarry, on Thursday, April
10 from 5-6:30 p.m.

A second-genera-
tion stone carver, Williams
learned his craft from his
father and the Finnish carvers
of the Old Chester Granite
Works. After studying sculp-
ture and design, Williams
began doing stone restoration

work on his own and took
commissions for stone carv-
ing for many public proj-
ects. His work can be seen at
Harvard, Princeton, and the
Rochester School of Music
among other locales. The
slides will cover a selection
of art pieces he has carved
for other artists as well as his
own granite sculptures.

The event is free for
Becket Art Center mem-
bers and there is a $5 fee
for non-members. For more
information, people may visit
becketartscenter.org.

School art
exhibition
to be held
at BAC

BECKET -
Students in the Becket
Washington school
will present their art
at the the Becket Arts
Center, 7 Brooker Hill
Road, on Friday, April
11 from 3-5 p.m.

This is free and
open to the public. The
artwork will be on dis-
play April 11 to April
18.

EASTHAMPTON

bankESB two host free shred days

EASTHAMPTON
— bankESB invites cus-
tomers and members of
the community to two free
shred days at local offices.
Events will be held from
9-11 a.m. or until the truck
is full on Saturday, May 17
at the Agawam office, 770
Main St., Agawam and on
Saturday, May 31 at the
Easthampton office, 241

Northmapton St.

The first shred day is in
patnership with the Parish
Cupboard, who will be
collecting food donations.
There will be two trucks at
the May 31 shred day. No
appointment is necessary.

Local residents can
reduce their risk of identity
theft by bringing old mail,
receipts, statements or bills,

cancelled checks, pay stubs,
medical records or any other
unwanted paper documents
containing personal or con-
fidential information and
shredding them safely and
securely for free. A profes-
sional document destruction
company will be on site in
the bank’s parking lot and
can accept up to two boxes
of documents per person.

CUMMINGTON

Friday Night Cafe returns April 11

CUMMINGTON - The
next cafe is Friday, April 11
from 7-9 p.m. at the Village
Church, located in down-
town Cummington in the
heart of the Cummington
Cultural District.

Dave Christopolis
will be leading. He says,
‘This year’s show is The
Resistance. A five piece
syndicate playing improvi-
sational original songs for
the weary.” Instrumentation
includes; words, guitar,
upright and electric bass,

violin, drum kit, saxophone,
clarinet and flute. “It will be
intense.”

Christopolis is always
creative, never boring. The
event is free, donations are
appreciated. Snacks are
provided, bring your own
drinks.

The show will take
place in the intimate Vestry
space. Masks are welcome,
and encouraged. Once
again brought to you by the
friendly folks at the Village
Church who believe music

can be a powerful force for
building community.
Friday Night Cafe
receives promotional sup-
port from the Cummington
Cultural District, and is
supported in part by grants
from the Chesterfield,
Cummington, Goshen,
Hinsdale-Peru, Plainfield,
Williamsburg, Windsor
and Worthington Cultural
Councils, local agencies
which are supported by the
Mass Cultural Council, a

state agency.

CHESTER

CHILDREN LOVE STORY AND FUN TIME

strengthening fun.

Children enjoy story and fun time on Thursday, April 3 at Hamilton Memorial Library in
Chester. They listened to a story, made a carrot craft then participated is some gross motor

Submitted photo

Chester has new recycling shed

Chester — The Chester
Board of Health in coop-
eration with the Chester
Fire Department installed
a used clothing recycling
shed, located at 300 Route
20, courtesy of St. Pauly

Textile and it’s open to all.
Chester receives
rebate cash for every
pound of clothing brought
there and it goes to those
in need.
Only clothing goes

in the shed and it must be
bagged.

The Chester Board of
Health proudly offers this
service for the community
and the neighbors at the
Chester Fire Department.

Littleville Fair announces events

CHESTER - Every year
the Littleville Fair utilize
funding from Massachusetts
Cultural Council for fair
entertainment like music,
magic shows, face painting,
reptile displays and petting
zoos. The 2024 program
was funded in part by grants
from the Montgomery,
Russell, Middlefield,
Chester and Worthington
Cultural Councils, local
agencies, which are sup-
ported by the Mass Cultural
Council, a state agency.
Littleville Fair would like to

CHESTERFIELD

thank these towns for pro-
viding their MCC funding to
help make the Fairs a won-
derful summer time activity
for all to enjoy and in creat-
ing lasting memories.

Littleville Fair volun-
teers have been meeting
monthly since the 2024 fair
ended, arranging music ven-
ues and acts to keep chil-
dren and adults happy for
the 2025 Fair scheduled for
Aug. 1, 2 and 3.

On Sunday, April 13
at 1 p.m. the Littleville
Fair, the Chester Hill

Association, and the Chester
Recreation Committee
Easter egg hunt at the
Littleville Fairgrounds, 15
Kinnebrook Road. The egg
hunt has four age catego-
ries: 1-2 years, 3-5 years,
6-8 years and 9 years and
over.

On Sunday, April
27 from 7 a.m.-1 p.m the
Annual Pancake Breakfast
and the Chester Hill
Association Springfest will
take place. They will have
craft vendors and raffles
helping to support the fair.

CCC to hold breakfast

CHESTERFIELD - The
word is out, the best break-
fast in the Hilltowns can be
found at the Chesterfield
Congregational Church, 404
Main St., which will be hav-
ing its monthly breakfast on
Sunday, April 13 from 8-10
a.m. The cost is a voluntary
donation.

The menu features pan-
cakes with or without blue-

berries, French toast with
pure Chesterfield maple
syrup, free range, organic,
farm-fresh eggs any style
including eggs Benedict,
breakfast sandwiches, sau-
sage, home fries, and excel-
lent homemade corned beef
hash, juice, tea, and coffee.
In addition, the special item
for this breakfast will be gin-
gered melon balls.

CHESTERFIELD -
The Chesterfield Library,
408 Main Road., will hold
an Arbor Day celebration
on Saturday, April 26 from
10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.

Local arborist from
Hilltown Tree and Garden
will be replanting a pin oak

Library to hold Arbor
Day event on April 26

to replace a maple that was
removed by the town. All
are welcome to be part of
this environmental respon-
sibility and stewardship
event. The location was
incorrectly listed as the
Hamilton Memorial Library
in last week’s paper.

GOSHEN

Chesterfield Library
hosts pansy planting

CHESTERFIELD -
The Chesterfield Library, {
408 Main Road, (
will hold an
annual pansy £
planting on
Saturday, May 3~
from 9 a.m.-1 p.m.

People may choose

a flower, pot it, dec-

| orate the pot and

take it with them

for a gift for May

Day or Mothers’s

Day. All supplies
are provided.

MATCH

from page 1

of this interview, Gagne had
started receiving dialysis the
previous week and had com-
pleted five treatments. Adam
has noticed that he’s not hav-
ing as much leg cramping
and has been able to sleep
through the night for the
past two nights, which is a
welcome change. Claudette,
who serves as Adam’s care
partner, has already seen a
difference in him. “He’s so
much more alert,” she said.
“Before, he would speak in a
whisper. I can hear his voice
again, so that’s nice.”
Nonetheless, the jour-
ney is not without its ups
and downs. In preparation
for dialysis, they tried a fis-
tula in the right arm, meant
to expand his own veins
to bring the dialysis solu-
tion to an artery. This was
unsuccessful and the veins
collapsed. They will go
to a vascular center next
week to try again-this time
with the left arm. The next
option was a graft-putting a
stent into the vein to hold it
open and stretch it over 4-6
weeks, but by then Adam’s
numbers required him to
begin dialysis right away.

He had a port put into his
neck and started going in for
dialysis four days a week.

As they work to find a
kidney donor, they contin-
ue to look ahead to chang-
es that will come while
they wait. Once the center
confirms the correct base-
line numbers for his dialy-
sis treatment, Adam and
Claudette will be trained to
use a dialysis machine that
will be brought to their own
home. Data will be shared
with the dialysis center,
which will remotely mon-
itor Adam’s readings and
contact them if something
needs to be adjusted. This
will greatly reduce the travel
back and forth to the center.

Gagne’s best hope
for recovery lies in a kid-
ney donation and his out-
comes improve with a live
kidney donor. Humans
only require one of their
two kidneys. According to
the Organ Procurement and
Transplantation Network,
there were about 6,900 liv-
ing kidney donors in 2023,
although that number fluc-
tuates year to year and was
nearly 7,400 in 2019.

‘March for a Match’ on
May 18

Up until 2024, Adam
worked two jobs-full time
in the shipping warehouse
for Webs Yarn Store and a
side hustle at Stop & Shop.
Today, Adam is home and
Claudette works two jobs,
although they are part-time
to free her up to be Adam’s
care partner. She is the
assistant tax collector and
treasurer for the towns of
Worthington and Windsor
and says the towns have
been very understanding and
given her some flexibility
in her hours to help Adam.
If things aren’t going well
and Claudette needs to be at
work, his mother is called in
as backup.

With part-time hours
comes a part-time income,
just as expenses, such as
an urgent need to maintain
health insurance, are rising.
Adam reached out to one
of his former Eagle Scouts,
David Jeffway, for help mak-
ing a video and setting up
a GoFundMe site. In true
Eagle Scout fashion, Jeffway
went one better and, with
Gagne’s close friends, Sue

and Eric DiBrindisi, orga-
nized

“Adam’s March for
a Match” at Look Park on
Sunday, May 18. The goal of
the march is not only to raise
$15,000 in funds, but also to
find Adam a living kidney
donor.

Registration will begin
at 10 a.m. at the Dow
Pavillion. The registration
fee is $20 per person and
food and music will be pro-
vided. Free t-shirts will be
given to the first 75 to reg-
ister. Speakers will talk at
10:45 a.m.and share infor-
mation about becoming a liv-
ing donor and how to donate
a kidney or part of a liver.
The walk begins at 11 a.m.
and food will be available at
noon. Closing remarks are
scheduled for 2 p.m.

Those who are unable to
attend are encouraged to visit
Adam’s GoFundMe page and
share this information with
others. “The more eyes we
reach, the closer we get to a
match,” a flyer promoting the
March states.

In addition to rais-
ing funds, the ultimate goal
is to secure a new kidney

for Adam. According to
Claudette, potential donors
don’t need to worry about
things like blood type or
tissue compatibility. The
Gagne’s are working with
a Paired Kidney Donation
model. If a kidney donor
steps forward for Adam, but
they are not medically com-
patible for him, as a pair they
will be matched with other
compatible donors and recip-
ients. “Either way, Adam
moves up the list,” Claudette
said.

Information will be a big
part of the March. For exam-
ple, potential donors primar-
ily need to be healthy and
are checked very thoroughly
to ensure that it is safe for
them. Adam says that anoth-
er big organ need is for liver
donation: a portion of a liv-
ing donor’s liver is used and
ultimately grows back in the
donor. The National Kidney
Registry provides vouchers
to reimburse donors for their
expenses related to trav-
el, lodging, lost wages and
dependent care. They are
also given legal support and
reimbursed if any unforeseen
medical complications arise.

For now, the Gagnes are
looking ahead to things like
the convenience of manag-
ing dialysis at home. Even
to the possibility of even tak-
ing a short trip and staying
in a hotel that is near another
dialysis center.

Adam prefers not to
think too much about what
life will be like after receiv-
ing a new kidney, other than
to say he’d like to be able to
do the simple things he used
to. Their son Joseph will turn
13 at the end of April and his
parents say he is a big help.
“We try very hard to not
let it affect his childhood,”
Claudette said before talking
about his upcoming bowling
birthday party with friends
or having friends over at the
house. But it is not the same
as earlier years when the
family enjoyed traveling with
their camper.

Claudette dares to look
ahead to life after Stage 5
kidney disease. “The biggest
thing I look forward to is
seeing him being active and
happy doing the things we
used to do as a family,” she
said. “Camping was a big
one.”
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PUBLIC NOTICES

Town of Huntington
Request for Proposals
Assessment Services for
Town of Huntington

The Town of Huntington
seeks sealed proposals from
qualified firms for providing as-
sessment services for FY2026-
FY2028. The complete re-
quest for proposals package is
available by emailing bids@
huntingtonma.us or at the Town
Administrator Office located
at Huntington Town Hall, 24
Russell Road in Huntington
by appointment during regular
business hours. Sealed propos-
als must be received by April
28, 2025 by 2:00 p.m. by mail
to Town Administrator, Town of
Huntington, PO Box 430, Hun-
tington, MA 01050; or deliv-
ered to the Town Administrator
office. The Town reserves the
right to reject any or all bids if
it is deemed in the best interest
of the Town. The Town of Hun-
tington Selectboard will be the
contracting authority.

Jennifer Peloquin
Town Administrator
04/10/2025

Town of Blandford
Massachusetts
Public Hearing

The Blandford Select Board
will hold a public hearing on
Monday, April 28, 2025, at
Town Hall located at 1 Rus-
sell Stage Road at 6:00 p.m.
on the pole petition from
NSTAR ELECTRIC COMPA-
NY DBA EVERSOURCE EN-
ERGY, upon the plans marked
19744961. The petitioners seek
permission to relocate and/or
install poles, wires, cales and
fixtures, including the necessary
anchors, and other such sustain-
ing and protecting fixtures to
bring electrical service to North
Street.

Members of the public who
wish to participate in the meeting
may do so in person or remote-
ly by visiting https://us02web.
zoom.us/j/82168083073; Meet-
ing ID: 821 6808 3073 or phone
dial in: 1-929-205-6099, dial in
meeting ID when prompted.
04/10/2025

Country Journal

OBITUARY POLICY

WORTHINGTON

Turley Publications offers two types of
obituaries.
One is a free, brief Death Notice listing

the name of deceased, date of death and funeral
date and place.

The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $275,

which allows families to publish extended death
notice information of their own choice and may
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid
Obituaries should be submitted through a
funeral home to: obits @turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only when the family

provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.

CHECK OUT ALL THE

www.newspapers.turley.com

COAtof

and go |

WORTHINGTON -
On Thursday, April 17 from
noon-1 p.m. the Worthington
Council on Aging will hold
a grab and go lunch at Town
Hall.

The menu will be a
choice of chive and cheese
quiche or pasta primavera
with garlic bread, brocco-
li and chilled peaches. To
reserve a meal, people may
call or text 413-238-1999 by
Sunday, April 13 and give
their name, number of meals
and the name of the person

old grab
Inch

New enrollee forms can
be downloaded here and are
also available at the Town
Hall bulletin board and
the COA bulletin board at
Corners Grocery. People can
also fill one out when they
come to pick up. They should
bring a bag with them to
carry their meals to their car.

The meals are sponsored
by the Worthington Council
on Aging and Highland
Valley Elder Services. It peo-
ple have any questions they
may call Phyllis Dassatti

Tu rleyPuincations

also receiving the meal and
their meal choice.

at 413-238-5962
Worthington COA.

Read or Subscribe to the Country Journal online at www.countryjournal.turley.com
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THIS WEEK'S HOROSGOPES

ARIES

Mar 21/Apr 20

This week you are going
to take action on a proj-
ect that has been on your
mind for awhile, Aries.
Trust your instincts, but
make sure you are not
moving too fast.

TAURUS

Apr 21/May 21

This week brings an op-
portunity for intellectual
pursuits, Taurus. You
might think to enroll in a
higher education class or
a take a course on a spe-
cific hobby that has been
on your mind.

GEMINI

May 22/Jun 21
Partnerships are key
right now, Gemini. You
might want to pursue
new professional rela-
tionships. Embrace your
ability and willingness
to adapt and facilitate
change.

CANCER

Jun 22/Jul 22

You need to take care
of your body and mind.
Now is as good a time as
any to begin this pursuit.
Even small adjustments
can lead to long-term
health benefits.

LEO

Jul 23/Aug 23

Leo, this is your week
to look into matters of
self-expression and cre-
ativity. Pour your energy
into anything that gets
you excited. Your enthu-
siasm may draw others
in as well.

VIRGO

Aug 24/Sept 22

Virgo, home life takes
center stage this week,
and you might feel a
strong desire to nurture
your space. Decluttering
and organizing could
bring more harmony to
your home.

LIBRA

Sept 23/0ct 23

Libra, you are able to ex-
press your thoughts with
clarity and charm, which
is why personal relation-
ships often come easy to
you. This week you may
use this superpower to
make friends.

SCORPIO

Oct 24/Nov 22

You may soon find your-
self reevaluating how
you spend your money or
what you value most in
life. This is a good time to
check financial goals and
adjust them.

SAGITTARIUS
Nov 23/Dec 21

There is a sense of fresh
energy surrounding you
this week, Sagittarius.
If you have been putting
off something, now is the
time to take the leap.

CAPRICORN

Dec 22/Jan 20
Capricorn, focus on rest
and relaxation in the
days ahead. You have
been putting in a lot of
work lately and now is
a time to focus on your
inner self and recharge.

AQUARIUS

Jan 21/Feb 18
Collaborations with oth-
ers could prove fruitful
this  week, Aquarius.
Don’t hesitate to lean
on your social network
when you need to get
something done.

PISCES

Feb 19/Mar 20

You might be presented
with a way to take your
professional life to the
next level, Pisces. Strat-
egize about how to move
forward in this regard,
and think through all de-
cisions.
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Here's How It Works:
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine

3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each
row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row,
column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will
appear by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The

more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

Fun By The
Numbers

Like puzzles?
Then you'll love
sudoku. This
mind-bending
puzzle will have
you hooked from
the moment you
square off, so
sharpen your
pencil and put
your sudoku
sawvy to the test!

Call “DALE”

Dial 568-8944 o 568-1611 raAx # 568-1554

NATIONALLY ADVERTISED MERCHANDISE FOR ALL MAKES & MODELS

WHOLESALE RETAIL

* Complete Auto Machine Shop Service * Engine Rebuilding Of All Kinds
* Authorized Caterpillar Hydraulic Hose Dealer * Hydraulic Hoses
8-12 BIRGE AVE., WESTFIELD

Now stocking
Car Quest
Filters made
by WIX,
Amalie Oil,
Bailing Twine
&
Tractor Parts

at the



Country Journal e Thursday, April 10, 2025

page 9

Classifieds

12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS 1

SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES

A TURLEY PUBLICATION 1 www.turley.com

COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE

Call us at 413.283.8393

FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD
Fresh cut & split $200.00

Seasoned cut & split $300.00

All hardwood.

Tree length available
*Also have seasoned softwood
for outdoor boilers (Cheap).
Quality & volumes guaranteed!!
New England Forest Products
(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood
Furnace. EPA Certified. Titanium Stainless
Steel. 26% Tax Credit. Call (508)882-
0178

WANTED TO BUY

ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs,
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys,
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware,
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks,
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive,
fire department, masonic, license
plates, beer cans, barware, books,
oil cans, advertising tins, hunting,
fishing, signs, and more.
Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

ARA JUNK
FURNITURE
REMOVAL
Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs,
sheds, decks. Same day service.
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted.

Free estimates on phone.
Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

A Gall We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.
413-531-1936

CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

A B Hauling and
Removal Service

2xxxxxxxp & B HOUSEHOLD

REMOVAL SERVICE****¥**
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates.
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging.
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls.
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

NEED AN
ELECTRICIAN?
Look no further!

PJ’s Electrical offers fast
and reliable electrical services

for your home or business.

Call now for a FREE estimate!
(413) 366-1703
LICENSED & INSURED

CHAMPAGNE ELECTRICAL
CONTRACTORS.
Residential electrical service, mini splits,
EV chargers, smoke detection. Fully in-
sured. Licensed #22882A. Mike 413-210-

9140.

JAMES FERRIS: LICENSE #E16303
Free estimates. Insured. 50 years experi-
ence. No job too small. Cell (413) 330-
3682,

EXCAVATING

ELIOT STARBARD EXCAVATION
35+ yrs of happy customers.
508-882-0140

HOME
IMPROVEMENT

HANDYMAN RESIDENTIAL RE-
PAIRS. Powerwashing, home repairs,
interior/exterior painting, ceiling/wall re-
pairs and chimney repairs. Fully licensed/
insured. Lic. #105950CSL. Call 413-566-
5596/413-433-5073.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile,
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding,
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

WALKER HOME IMPROVEMENT

Interior and exterior — Finish carpentry,
framing, window & door replacement, dry-
wall, painting and decks.
Competitive pricing. Insured.
Call Brendan at 413-687-5552.

LANDSCAPING

A+ ROZELL'S
LANDSCAPING &
BOBCAT SERVICE

Excavator Services
Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured
Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

DAVE MAZ LANDSCAPING
Lawn mowing, Spring thru Fall clean-ups,
mulching, pruning. Serving parts of Hamp-
den and Hampshire counties.

Call 413-536-3697.

MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING
Weekly Mowing
Landscape design and installation
Paver Patios, Walkways
For more services visit
mattguertinlandscaping.com
Call or text 413-266-9975
Insured - Commercial - Residential

T & S LANDSCAPING
Highest quality, lowest price. Serving the
Pioneer Valley. Weekly, bi-weekly mowing,
Spring, Fall and Gutter clean-ups.
(413) 330-3917

LAWN & GARDEN

*COMPOSTED LOAM* 3/8” screened,
$40/yd. deliv., 10 yd min.; No additives, fill-
ers or by-products. Local deliv. to Oakham
and surrounding towns only. Eliot Starbard
508-882-0140.

MASONRY

PAUL DOWD MASONRY
Design, build, restore, repair.
All types of stone, brick, concrete,
masonry. Free esimate.

Call 978-257-8237.
Pauldowd51@gmail.com

STOP WET
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790.
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

2025
TAX TIME

CHANTEL BLEAU
ACCOUNTING SERVICES

For Full Accounting & Tax Service
Registered Tax Return Preparer

228 West St., Ware, MA 01082

413-967-8364

The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer.
For more information on tax preparers go to irs.gov.

Call For An
Appointment

AUTHORIZED
PROVIDER

Personal & Small Business

Federal & All States

— J—— = ==

TAX PREPARATION SERVICE
A13-348-2279

= =
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IRS Certified Tax Preparers
Independently owned and operated. Over 25 years experience.

2

1622 B North Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069
www.FastTax-MA.com
Free E-File & Direct Deposit

B - file J
PROVIDER

PAINTING

DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING
Interior only $199.00 for average 12x16
room. Very neat, references, prompt ser
vice call (508)867-2550

PLUMBING

GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING &
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations,
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen &
Bath remodeling. 30 years experience.
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505

PRESSURE
WASHING

HOT WATER PRESSURE WASHING.
We use brushes and state of the art equip-
ment. We remove grime and mold from
homes, patios, fences, walkways, all decks,
concrete & driveways . Senior Discounts.
For free estimates call Bill (413)519-
9800.

ROOFING

JENKINS ROOFING specializing in
residential roofs & repairs, chimney repairs.
Hampden, MA - 413-566-5596/413-
433-5073. Lic. #105950CSL. Fully in-
sured.

RUBBISH
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned,
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed. Family owned/
operated since 1950 (413)537-5090

TREE WORK

AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman's Comp. Remove
them before the wind takes them down.
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

TUNE-UPS

TUNE UP & REPAIR
A&M TUNE-UPS

Push Lawnmowers,
Riding Mowers and
Small Engine Repair.
Work done at your home.

STUMP GRINDING

FREE PICKUP OF
UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT

Call Mike (413) 348-7967

STUMP GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

STUMP GRINDING
213-213-5470

SAW Stump Grinding
Call for a Free Estimate, Veteran Owned,
Fully Insured
WWW.SAWSTUMPGRINDING.COM
413-213-5470

CASH FOR
JUN
ABLE

ERRE

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE
CASH PAID AS IS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

HELP WANTED

The Town of Huntington is seeking
a full-time Chief of Police. $75,000
- $90,000 yearly salary based on quali-
fications. Application and complete job
description are available online at www.
huntingtonma.us or by emailing ad-
min@huntingtonma.us. Deadline to
apply is 4/28/2025. Town of Huntington is
an Equal Opportunity Employer.

H & H TREE SERVICE All phases of
tree care. Call Dave413-668-6560 day/

Classified
Advertising

Call Your Local Turley Publications Sales Representative For Information And Rates On Advertising Your Tax Service Here

CALL 413-283-8393 TO PLACE YOUR AD TODA

DEADLINE
FRIDAY AT 2 PM

DEADLINES: FRIDAY AT NOON

Quabbin ———

Village Hills

Circulation:

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

All Three ZONES for $26.00

for 20 words plus 50¢ for
each additional word.

GREAT VALUE!

ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR
THE PRICE OF ONE!

MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393
A ol
1 2 3 4
5 6 7 8
9 10 1 12
13 14 15 16
17 18 19 20 Base Price
2 | 2 | 2 | 24 "
25 asgfrics | 26 asgfuce | 27 sassfrce| 28 Base s
29 Besansa | 30 Beogoran| 31 Pesiss| 32 ]
3 i | 34 | 3 "l 38 et
37 | 38 | % el 40 et
Name: Phone:
Address:
Town: State: Zip:
Number of Weeks: X per week rate = $
Credit Card: 1 MasterCard QVISA (1 Discover a Cash 1 Check#
Card #: Exp. Date Cvv
Amount of charge: Date:
OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

HUBBARDSTON

§ o
NEW BRANTREE.

WEST NORTH

Suburban

Residential
Circulation:
59,000

WILBRAHAM

TOWN OF WILBRAHAM
Library Director

The Town of Wilbraham is looking for a
Library Director to join our team.
For application and more info. visit
www.wilbraham-ma.gov.
Application deadline 4/25/2025

FOR RENT

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act,
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or
intention to make any such preference,
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not
knowingly accept any advertising for real
estate which is in violation of the law. All
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal
opportunity basis.

HILLSIDE VILLAGE
APARTMENTS

APPLICATIONS NOW BEING
ACCEPTED FOR ONE, TWO AND
THREE BEDROOM APARTMENTS

*Heat and hot water included
*Ample Closets
*Fully Applianced
*Community Room
eLaundry Facilities
*Cats Welcome
Extra Storage
*24 Hour Maintenance
For Information call
(413)967-7755 EHO

17 Convent Hill,
Ware, MA

[ ]

EQUAL HOUSING (H‘

OPPORTUNITY

*BUY/S

WITH THE CLASSFIEDS)
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HILLTOWN HIKING ADVENTVURES
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Greg stands in front of the stone walls still standing of the

Pontoosic Mills.
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The Pontoosic Mill remains sit very close to Route 20, but are hidden being below the present day road grade.

Hikers explore
Pontoosic Mills site

One of the least known
Industrial factories in
Chester is The Pontoosic
Mills.

Mica was finished here,
brought down from the steep
mountainside just above it,
now Chester Blandford State
Forest near Goldmine Brook.
Very little information exists

on this one even though it
had its own siding on the
Boston and Albany Railroad.

It was a very large oper-
ation with walls still par-
tially standing and a very
large well. The Western
Massachusetts Hilltown
Hikers researched this mill
for the property owner.

AT ficy e Y

A Western Massachusetts Hilltown Hikers stands by a large well

used by the mill plant.

e

This is a map of the Pontoosic Mills site.

Submitted photos
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This is a 1903 survey map of the sidings for Boston and Albany
and the Chester and Becket Railroad and the mica plant.

413.283.8393 e classifieds@turley.com
24 Water St., Palmer ¢ 80 Main St., Ware
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EMAIL YOUR AD TO:
wdelcamp@turiey.com

TURLEY PUBLICATIONS

*
Parents,

Grandparents
& Friends
SPECIAL!

*

We are offering a great deal for you to
CELEBRATE YOUR GRADUATE in your community graduation issue.
Submit a photo and a brief message.

rice

2 X 3 Black & White Graduation Ad

SPECIAL $55.00

DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION MAY 14th

MAIL YOUR AD WITH PAYMENT TO:
Turley Publications, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
Pay by check or credit card: Checks Payable to
Turley Publications, Credit Cards be sure to include: Paper, Name,
Address, Phone, Credit Card Number, Exp. Date & CVV

24 WATER STREET, PALMER, MA 01069 -

2 X 3 Advertisement

HIGH SCHOOL OR COLLEGE

Congratulations
Karly Smith!

We ar~o B
very p%( 3
you and your
accomplishments.
Good luck

at Springfield
College!

Love Dad. Mom & John

413.283.8393




