
By Mary Kronholm
Correspondent

Hayden Road resident Kevin 
Green told Select Board Monday night 
that there were three youngsters in 
the Hayden Road York home over the 
weekend apparently testing a haunted 
house rumor. 

Shelia Green was driving by the 
house on Saturday when a dog ran out 
of the house followed by a very young 
boy. She had a conversation with him 
and learned he was visiting on Birch 
Hill Road from Westfield. He had a 
handful of books of matches. Two other 
youngsters came out of the house and 
Green said she thought they were ten 
or 12, also with hands full of matches. 
according to Green, “in case they got 
scared…they could light the matches 
and it wouldn’t be dark.”  

RESIDENT, page 6

Resident 
discusses 
condemned 
house

BLANDFORD

By Wendy Long
Correspondent

T h e  G a t e w a y  E d u c a t i o n 
Foundation  excitedly prepares for its 
Third Annual Trivia Night.

This year’s event will be held on 
Saturday, March 23 at Stanton Hall, 
26 Russell Road and doors will open 
at 6 p.m. with trivia running from 7-9 
p.m. Returning as emcee will be spe-
cial guest Steve Nagle,known from 
the Rock 102 Bax & O’Brien Show.

Tr iv ia  Nigh t  i s  the  annu-
al FUNdraiser that supports the 
Foundation’s Funds for Learning 
Grant Program, which pays for “out-
of-the-box” learning opportunities 
across Gateway schools and class-
rooms. Tickets are on sale now and 
are $25 per person or people may reg-
ister a table of eight for $175. 

Tickets will also be sold at the 

GEF to host Trivia 
Night fundraiser
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By Wendy Long
Correspondent

The park ing  lo t  in 
front of Gateway Regional 
Middle and High Schools 
was filled nearly to capaci-
ty on Thursday, March 7 as 
the schools held their annual 
Open House. 

Families were able to 
visit classrooms, see school 
initiatives in action, support 
class fundraisers and visit 
with numerous community 
organizations. From robotics 
demonstrations on the first 
floor, to a scavenger hunt 
for middle school students 
and their families, the eve-
ning was rife with energy and 
engagement.

“I thought it went real-
ly well,” said new Principal 
Dr. William Sullivan. “It was 
great to see so many students 
and families here, as well as 
so many community partners. 
I am hoping we can expand 
to even more next year.”

Among the commu-
nity groups attending to 
speak with students and 
families were the Gateway 
Youth Athletic Association, 
Hilltown Market, Huntington 
Fire Department ,  Child 
Advocacy Center, Huntington 
Lion’s Club, North Hall 
Association, Westfield Bank, 
Western Mass Hil l town 
H i k e r s ,  A p p a l a c h i a n 
Mountain Club, the Southern 
Hilltowns Domestic Violence 

Task Force and It Takes a 
Village. 

G a t ew a y  L i b r a r i a n 
Bill Brown welcomed the 
librarians from the towns of 
Huntington, Blandford and 
Russel, all of whom had a 
prior connection to Gateway, 
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Gateway Connection, from left Gateway librarian Bill Brown welcomed community librarians Nicole 
Daviau (Porter Memorial Library Director in Blandford, Gateway parent, former Gateway Assistant 
Librarian; Russell Public Library Director Dawne Piers-Gamble and former Gateway teacher, alum, 
and parent of two alums; Huntington Public Library Director Amanda Loiselle and library staff 
member, Michael Paul Loiselle, both Gateway alums. 

Sixth grader Noralee Shirley, Lana Whitney, Shayna Collins and 
eighth grader Mady Smith, taking part in the Middle School 
Scavenger Hunt, where students had to bring their family 
members to points of interest throughout the school to collect 
staff signatures.

Open House showcases 
school & community partners
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Sixth grader Trinity Norris demonstrates new flute playing skills 
for her mother, as Instrumental Music Director Beth Guertin 
looks on.

Technology Director Christopher 
Parker demonstrated the many 
skills of Loona the robot, who 
will sing a song upon request, 
answer questions, fist bump 
and will even help Parker 
conduct safety trainings for 
students.

Turley photos by Wendy Long
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Hilltown Hiking Adventures
Hikers trek with Chester 

Blandford State Forest
The Western Mass Hilltown 

Hikers took a tour of some of the 
Chester Blandford State Forest 
starting at the Sanderson Falls 
parking area on Route 20 across 
from Bannish Lumber, heading up 
Sanderson Brook Road to the H. 
Newman Marsh Memorial Trail.

They gained 700 feet of ele-
vation. The group crossed the 
small waterfall and headed on the 
Memorial Loop with its three vis-
tas of the Westfield River Valley. 
They continued on Mica Mine Road 
where they ran into some hunters.  

This trail connected to the Mica 
Mine Road and the mine where 
they looked for minerals and then 
looped back down on Observation 
Hill Road and took in the views 
of Blandford from the Civilian 
Conservation Corp Ski Trail back 
down Sanderson Brook by the upper 
view of the waterfall for a seven 
mile loop.  

This State Forest was created as 
a ski destination to bring tourists to 

the Southern Hilltowns.
The CCC built the roads, 

trails and ski runs during the Great 
Depression. They also cleared the 
forest of diseased trees and planted 
new trees.  

T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f 
Conservation and Recreation parks 
recreation guide circa 1941 said, 
“The Chester-Blandford State Forest 
lies in the towns of Chester and 
Blandford along the famed Jacob’s 
Ladder Highway, route US 20, the 
main route between Springfield and 
Pittsfield. The development of its 
2,328 acres began in 1924, and its 
features now include 2 recreation 
centers, both with adequate parking 
areas adjoining the highway. Mica 
Mine Road and Gold Mine Brook, 
which run through the forest, are 
reminders of the days when the hills 
of Chester were pitted with small 
mines producing mica, emery, and 
corundum.”

The guide said, “About a mile 
west of Boulder Park, at the junc-

tion of US 20 and Sanderson Brook 
Road, is a park area from which 
a number of ski trails, of varying 
degrees of difficulty, and a practice 
slope are easily accessible. Near the 
trails is a spring-house for drink-
ing water. Sanderson Brook Road 
parallels the course of the brook 
upward through a wooded valley to 
the Sanderson Brook Falls, one of 
the most beautiful in the state.”

It also said, “The water drops 
100 feet in a roaring avalanche; 
in winter its spray is transformed 
into glistening icy formations. 
Footbridges and handrails have 
been provided to safeguard those 
who seek an intimate view and a 
vista cut through the trees from the 
road provides a striking approach. 
About a half hour’s automobile ride 
westward along route US 20, the 
highway tops the summit of Jacob’s 
Ladder, a ridge 2,100 feet high, 
which affords a fine distant view of 
the Berkshire Valley and the sur-
rounding hills.”

Western Mass Hilltown Hikers start up the H. Newman 
Marsh Trailhead.

Nancy takes a break after the waterfall crossing and waits for dog Frankie.

The Western Mass Hilltown Hikers canine buddies, Cybill 
and Frankie appreciate the new dog bridge installed by 
Ranger Mike Skala of the Department of Conservation and 
Reservation.

Quartz outcrops appear on the Memorial Trail. Submitted photos

Hikers enjoy the vista on the Newman Marsh Trail.

The Western Mass Hilltown Hikers 
will hold a group hike on the East Branch 
Trail to Bakers Dam in Chesterfield 
Saturday, March 23 at 10 a.m.

The hike has a moderate rating due to 
length, approximately six miles in to the 
Dam and back, with an option of a shorter 
turn around point.

Parking is at 22 River Road at the 
Chesterfield Gorge Parking Area. 
Participants will hike to Baker Dam 

and saw mill remains starting at the 
Chesterfield Gorge. Built in 1848 by 
Lemuel Baker, a saw mill was erected 
at mile marker three on the East Branch 
Trail in Chesterfield. The mill used an 
undershot waterwheel to produce its 
power.  

A dam was located here but it no lon-
ger exists due to raging flood waters on 
the East Branch of the Westfield River 
however metal pins can still be seen on 

the rocks at the waters edge. After 21 
years of use both the dam and mill were 
destroyed by flood waters in 1869 and 
were never rebuilt. 

The group will hike along the wild 
and scenic East Branch trail along the 
river with rolling terrain into the Gilbert 
Bliss State Forest, passing an old quarry 
site and continuing on to the old mill site.

Participants should register per car 
by visiting https://westernmasshilltown-

hikers.ticketleap.com. Maps and bottled 
water will provided. Hikers should be pre-
pared for rocks, roots and some uneven 
ground. They will hike rain or shine. 
Friendly dogs are welcome. 

Suggested donation is $10. The hike 
is volunteer lead. For more details people 
may visit  www.hilltownhikers.com, email 
westernmasshilltownhikers@aol.com or 
call/text 413-302-0312 if they have any 
questions. 

Western Mass Hilltown Hikers hold group hike




