It always seems impossible untl it’s done.” — Nelson Mandela
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CHESTER

Author
talks on

trolley
book

By Wendy Long
Correspondent

Local author Stephen
V. Cormier has a new book
coming out called, “Good
Golly...Missed Trolley.”

Known for his books
on local history, this
tome deals with the evo-
lution of various trolley
systems within Western
Massachusetts and their
direct impact on urban
mass transit. Cormier’s
book details the rise and
fall of early systems from
the stagecoach in the early
1800s to the horse-drawn
Omnibus (1826) and the
horsecar (1865), which lost
favor due to the “manure
problem.”

Cable cars were intro-
duced and still run in San
Francisco in 1875 and cable
systems were soon used
to go up to the Mt. Tom
Summit House. The advent
of electricity would lead to
even more transit options,
including trolleys.

“The book reveals,
in detail, what I call the
‘Hilltown Dilemma,’
where the lack of trol-
ley service within the
greater area resulted in
population loss and eco-
nomic despair,” Cormier
said. “Unfortunately, the
Huckleberry line did not
provide the service that
the hilltowns desperately
needed.”

One of the trolley’s
proposed in the Berkshire
Trolley Merger Bill of
1910 would be from Lee to
Huntington and be dubbed
the Huckleberry Line.
Designed to not only move
passengers, potential ben-
efits included transporting
soapstone, hearthstone,
local granite and produce
from area farms. It was seen
as having the potential to
provide an economic boom
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CHESTERFIELD

Help sought to
trencyjorm former
scout camp

By Wendy Long
Correspondent

According to Jakob
Palches, it took about 20
minutes to have the legal
notices read aloud at the
foreclosure auction of the
Chesterfield Scout Camp
on Oct. 3, and about three
minutes to get to the win-
ning bid of $1.4 million.

it was not open to updating
their facilities for the proj-
ect’s accessibility needs.
The Ashmere Project
had been eyeing poten-
tial sites throughout New
England during their rental
years and learned last fall
that the Chesterfield Scout
Camp was going into fore-
closure. The rest, as they
say, is history.
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Representatives of Ashmere Project look over plans of the former Chesterfield Scout Camp.

Thus ended a four-
year search for a perma-
nent site for “The Ashmere
Project,” a nonprofit group
that runs summer camp-
ing retreats for adults, who
have disabilities.

“It was a wild expe-
rience,” Palches said.
Palches has been part of
this work for the past 20
years, starting at a camp
on Martha’s Vineyard. A
group of volunteers broke
off several years ago to
begin a new enterprise in
Western Massachusetts.

For the past four
years, the group has rented
space from Berkshire Lake
Camps on Ashmere Lake
in Hinsdale. While that
location had a lot to offer,

Palches, other-
wise known as the Camp
Ranger, described how the
group prepared for the auc-
tion. A Board of Directors
had formed earlier and had
already filed their 501(c)3;
that letter of approval was
dated the day before the
auction demonstrating that
sometimes things fall into
place at the right time.
They had done their due
diligence ahead of the auc-
tion including having an
inspector look through the
facilities and reviewing the
conservation restrictions
on the property.

Property restrictions
require that over half of
the 200 acres have to be
managed forest. Things

looked feasible on both
counts and the Board voted
to proceed. A combination
of donations and debt got
them to the purchase price.

Palches grew up on
Martha’s Vineyard and
had first come to Western
Mass to study wheelchair
development and design.
Under a self-developed
major at UMASS, he
worked with advanced
students from its mechan-
ical engineering depart-
ment to design wheelchair
innovations as their cap-
stone projects. Some of
those designs have since
gone on to further devel-
opment and possible man-
ufacturing, he said.

There are several

Work is already underway
at the former Chesterfield
Scout Camp, which has
been purchased by The
Ashmere Project to run
summer retreats for friends
with disabilities and the
volunteers, who support

them. Submitted photos

aspects of The Ashmere
Project that make it unique.
Board of Directors Chair
Maggie Moyers explained
that a lot of people and
organizations are pas-
sionate about the idea of
enriching the lives of chil-
dren with disabilities, espe-
cially in Massachusetts.
“But few opportunities
exist for adults, and very
few where people are not
paid,” Moyers said. This
model fits the organiza-
tion’s mission “to create a
community of friends who
celebrate diversity and fos-
ter inclusion, independence
and equity.”

“We have done a
really good job creating
a structure that’s very dif-
ferent from many other
non-profits,” Moyers con-
cluded.

During its rent-
ing years, the Project’s
annual budget was about
$100,000, which covered
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BLANDFORD

Field Driver and Fence Viewer positions still remain open

By Mary Kronholm
Correspondent

The elected position of
Field Driver has not been
filled for several years. It
is a time-honored posi-
tion. The first mention for
the town, however, dates to
1946, when Blandford was
undoubtedly more agricul-
turally based than it is today.

Fence Viewer is anoth-

and there are two positions
still maintained by the town,
each a three-year term.
There were no nomina-
tions for either Field Driver
or Fence Viewer at the
Annual Town Caucus March
2. Papers are available from
Town Clerk Doris Jemiolo.
She said, “If someone were
truly interested in becoming
involved in town politics,
having their name on the

nition down the road.”

In recent years, the
Field Driver was reduced
to a single slot. This has
become somewhat of an
honorary position and fre-
quently new residents have
been nominated. The same
for Fence Viewer.

More recently, but still
several years ago, the Field
Driver was contacted about
a loose horse on North

Massachusetts General
Laws, Ch. 49, sec. 24 lists
the duties of Field Driver as,
“Every field driver shall take
up horses, mules, asses, neat
cattle, sheep, goats or swine
going at large in the pub-
lic wayor on common and
unimproved land within this
town and not under the care
of a keeper and any other
inhabitant of the town may
take up such cattle or beasts

and for taking up such
beasts on said day the field
driver or such other inhabi-
tant of the town may in tort
recover for each beast the
same fees which the field
driver is entitled to receive
for taking up like beasts.”

There are no longer
many “beasts” and back
yard egg-laying fowls don’t
count.

BLANDFORD

Select
Board holds
all board
meeting

By Mary Kronholm
Correspondent

The meeting of the
Select Board on Monday,
March 2 at 6 p.m. followed
the meeting with the Water
Department.

Instead of the reg-
ular meeting, this was
an all-boards meet-
ing with representatives
from the Board of Health,
Conservation, Council on
Aging, Assessors, Town
Clerk, Accountant, Water
Department, Library and
Highway attending. Budgets
were reviewed and a few
appeared to be over the line
item, but reclassification of
an incorrectly posted cost
will fix any problems.

Library Director Nicole
Daviau said the library is set
to move into the town hall
space before June 1. Chair
Cara Letendre said this
might be a good time to con-
sider moving departments
around, sharing space and
when the library moves into
its expanded quarters, a sec-
ond room could open up for
meetings, which is becom-
ing a need.

The Board of Health
would like to use the
accountant’s office and the
building inspector’s office
could be available as well.
If any department has any
thoughts or suggestions,
they may email the Select
Board.

A fine tuning of the
inclement weather policy
according to Select Board
member Jackie Coury is that
if town hall is closed, any-
one who is regularly sched-
uled to work on that day will
be compensated.

Council on Aging
Director Margit Mikuski
said the COA telephone was
not working; this has since
been taken care of. There is
a recall on the COA van for
a small piece of plastic that
needs to be fixed.

Highway Super-
intendent Ray Hultay said
that the invitation for bids
for the Russell Stage Road
project had been posted.
The highway garage is los-
ing heat as the heating oil
is gelling. The tanks need
to be covered to protect
them from the weather also
they are directly under high
tension wires and need the
extra protection.

Hultay has two quotes
for painting and refur-
bishing the tanks, both in
excess of $10,000. Town
Administrator Cristina
Ferrera directed him to get
another quote because the
cost exceeds the $10,000
amount.

He also said there
could possibly be a small
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The Mount Greylock Veterans War Memorial Tower, completed in
1932 and dedicated on June 30, 1933, stands at an elevation of
3,491 feet, making it the highest point in Massachusetts.

Bascom Lodge, located at the summit of Mount Greylock, was
constructed between 1932 and 1938 and is a significant example
of 1930s park architecture, named after John Bascom a DCR

Commissioner.

Submitted photos

Hikers trek to Mt. Greylock summit

onstructed in the
1930s by the Civilian
Conservation Corp,

the Thunderbolt is a Class
A backcountry ski trail
from the summit of Mount
Greylock to Greylock Glen.

Back in the day, this
challenging trail host-
ed international downhill
races. The official record
of 2 min 8.6 sec was set
by Norwegian Olympian,
Per Klippgen in 1948, still
stands.

Last winter we did this
challenging snowshoe up
to the summit in three feet
of snow on the Gould Trail,
now it’s an annual event.

This year the Western
Massachusetts Hilltown
Hikers took a relatively
easier yet longer route fol-
lowing the Bellows Pipe
Trail to the summit. The
Bellows Pipe is used by
the Thunderbolt Ski Club
for getting to the top of
the Thunderbolt Trail with
“skins,” which are covers
for skis offering traction.

No hiking or snow-
shoeing is allowed on the
Thunderbolt in winter to

keep the ski conditions
prime.

At the summit, the hik-
ers visited Bascom Lodge. It
has been a retreat for hikers
and travelers for nearly 80
years. The current structure
was built in the 1930s to
replace the original lodge,
which burned down in the
late 20s.

Bascom Lodge was
designed in the craftsman
style by Joseph McArthur
Vance, an architect from
Pittsfield, who designed
several notable local build-
ings including the Colonial
Theatre and the Mahaiwe
Theatre.

The lodge was con-
structed by the CCC begin-
ning around 1933 and
was opened to the public
in 1937. The most icon-
ic structure on the Mount
Greylock Scenic Byway is
this 92-foot-tall stylized
granite tower known as the
Massachusetts Veterans War
Memorial Tower.

It was dedicated in June
1933 to commemorate the
courage, endurance, loyalty
and self-sacrifice of all ser-

vicemen and servicewomen
from the Commonwealth,
wherever these qualities
have been shown, in the
uniform of the state or the
nation.

In August 2018, it
was chosen as one of
the nation’s official 100
World War I Centennial
Memorials, a tribute mark-
ing the anniversary of the
end of WWI. Because of its
lighted memorial beacon, it
is often mistakenly referred
to as a lighthouse.

The memorial beacon
is lit nightly except during
bird migration in spring and
fall and it can be seen from
great distances. The tower,
accessed by a circular stair-
case, provides a stunning
360-degree view across New
England and eastern New
York State, 60 to 90 miles
away.

The Thunderbolt Ski
Runners is a non-profit ski
and snowboard club locat-
ed in Adams. The club was
established in 2008 by a
group of northern Berkshire
outdoor sport enthusiasts,
who share a common love

HILLTOWN HIKING ADVENTVURES

Stephanie Greg and Chet are shown at the top of the Thunderbolt trail with views looking east.

for Mount Greylock and the
Thunderbolt Ski Run.

Its members are unit-
ed by a common mission in
protecting, main-

taining and improving the
integrity and legacy of the
Thunderbolt Ski Run. The
hike up to the summit on

Bellows Pipe has over 2,000
feet in elevation for a seven
mile up and back this past
Saturday.

Cybil reached the summit of Mount Greylock.
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Skiers and snowboarders have a ball on the Thunderbolt.
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SAVINGS e SELECTION  SERVICE

90 Avocado St.
Springfield
413-737-1288

www.90meat.com
We reserve the right
to limit quantities.

The Greylock Glen Outdoor Center is owned by the town of Adams,
recently built to house activities, events and a full kitchen. This
centralized location offers parking and restrooms.

Experience the Power
of Sound, Vision, and
Electrical Precision

Camera Systems, Commercial Audio-Video,
Home Theaters, Network Systems, Lighting Design,
Electric Service Upgrades, EV Charger Installation,
Generator Installation, TV Installation & more!

eposhomes.com
sales@eposhomes.com
(413) 241-6895
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BECKET

Becket Art Center offering exciting programs in March

BECKET - The Becket
Arts Center, 7 Brooker Hill
Road, on Saturday, March 14,
21 and 28 from 10:30 a.m.-
noon, will offer a freestyle
dance program with Delsie
Dunn as the guest facilitator.

This opportunity to dis-
cover ways to move to music
with intention and openness
is guaranteed to warm up the
body and lift the spirit. People
should bring loose-fitting
clothes, a towel, water bot-
tle and indoor shoes or go
barefoot. Session fee is $15
non-members and $10 for

members. For registration and
more information, people may
visit becketartscenter.org.
Just in time for St.
Patrick’s Day, the Becket
Arts Center will present
Kevin O’Hara’s “Travels with
Missie: The Photographs,”
on Sunday, March 15 from
2-3 p.m. O’Hara will share
lush images and humorous
anecdotes from his extraor-
dinary 1,720-mile journey
around Ireland with Missie,
his lovable, but sometimes
ornery donkey. For tickets
$10 non-members and $5 for

Becket Athenaeum

BECKET - The Becket
Athenaeum, 3367 Main St.,
on Monday, March 23 from
6-8 p.m., hosts Revolution
in America: Past, Present,
Future with Senator Paul
Mark.

Following a short docu-
mentary screening, there will
be a discussion about what
revolution means to those
attending. RSVP is appreci-
ated by visiting bwlibrary.org/

revolution.

Thanks to generous fund-
ing from Fairfield County’s
Community Foundation and
in partnership with Becket-
Chimney Corners YMCA, the
Athenaeum is able to once
again host a raffle where
households can enter to
win a week of Becket Day
Camp for local children ages
5 to 12. They must enter by
Tuesday, March 31 by visit-

members.

On Tuesday, March 17,
the Becket Arts Center will
offer a “Learn to Meditate:
Calming the Wild Horses
of Your Mind.” Part several
courses, the class is designed
to help participants shift
from “doing” mode, rushing
from one task to the next, to
“being” mode, providing a
toolkit to navigate life’s chal-
lenges with grace and focus.
Feel free to bring a meditation
cushion or mat; chairs will be
available. Suggested donation
is $15 and $10 for members

or pay what they can. Walk-
ins welcome, though registra-
tion is encouraged.

This class will also be
held on Tuesdays, March 24
and 31.

On Saturday, March 21
from 6-8 p.m., the Becket
Arts Center will offer a read-
ing of “A Year of Magical
Thinking,” a play based on
Joan Didion’s award-win-
ning memoir. Paula Langton
will present this spare, quiet-
ly gripping study of vulner-
ability and grief. Suggested
donation is $10 for members

and $20 for non-members.
For registration and more
information, people may visit
becketartscenter.org.

The next Maker
Mondays will be held on
Monday, March 23 from
6:30-8 p.m. The program is
free.

On Saturday, March
28, from noon-4 p.m., the
Becket Arts Center will offer
a Sashiko Hand Stitching
Workshop. This centuries-old
Japanese embroidery tech-
nique uses a simple running
stitch to create bold and geo-

metric patterns. Students
will choose from a variety
of motifs to make squares
that can be transformed into
a pocket, sachet or coaster.
All skill levels are welcome,
though high school students
under 16 must be accompa-
nied by an adult. Workshop
fees are $80 for members;
$60 to $70 for Arts Center
members; $40 for Card to
Culture Members and $25
for high school students. For
more information and regis-
tration, people may visit beck-
etartscenter.org.

announces upcoming news and events

ing bwlibrary.org/camp26.

The third annual Poem
in your Pocket Day is in
April. All ages to submit a
poem they have written to be
included in pocket poem dis-
plays that will be distributed
around our community during
the month of April. They
should submit their poem for
Poem in Your Pocket Day by
March 31 to bwlibrary.org/
pocket.

The Becket Athenaeum
is collecting small, broken or
otherwise unwanted electron-
ics that are no bigger than a
toaster (think tv remote, com-
puter mouse, small radio,
watch/clock, etc) for a take-
apart/tinkering table that will
be part of an event for Becket
Washington Elementary
School students in late May.
If people have items to
donate, they may bring them

to the library during open
hours. They will cut off dona-
tions when they reach a suffi-
cient collection.

Ongoing events include
baby and toddler playgroup
and caregiver connection
Tuesdays from 10-11 a.m.,
story time with stay and
play Saturdays at 10:30 a.m.
RSVP appreciated by visiting
bwlibrary.org/storytime.

Game Night is Thursday,

March 19 from 6-8 p.m.
More information is avail-
able by visiting bwlibrary.
org/Mar19game. Movie night
for adults is Tuesday, March
24 from 6:30-9:30 p.m. More
information is available
by visiting bwlibrary.org/
Mar24movie.

Hours are Tuesday from
1-7 p.m., Wednesday from
11 am.-7 p.m. and Saturday
from 10 a.m.-4 p.m.

PITTSFIELD
Q-MoB rolling out arts-focused

CUMMINGTON
Friday Night Cafe

activities

PITTSFIELD - In direct
response to the escalating cri-
sis of social isolation, Q-MoB
announces a sweeping new
initiative to foster connec-
tion, wellness and resilience
among rural queer men.
Beginning this March, the
organization is rolling out a
robust calendar of social, rec-
reational and arts-focused
activities designed to bring

queer men together in the

Pioneer Valley.
The U.S. Surgeon
General has officially

declared an epidemic of iso-
lation as one of the most dan-
gerous public health threats
currently facing the nation
and this crisis disproportion-
ately impacts rural queer men.

Upcoming activities
include Rainbow Dodgeball,

at 54 Old Ferry Road,
Northampton Mondays at 7
p-m.; Q-MoB Queer Men’s
Smith Spring Bulb Show
and Lunch, 100 Elm St,
Northampton,: Saturday,
March 14 at 11:30 a.m.;
Q-MoB Pioneer Valley Queer
Men’s Planning Coffee
Klatch, 9 West Center St.,
Florence, third Sundays
monthly; next on March 1,at

MONTGOMERY

11 a.m. and Q-MoB After-
Hike Beer and Supper at New
City Brewing, Easthampton
on Sunday, March 22 at 3
p-m.

For more information,
or to RSVP for any of these
upcoming events, they may
check out the Q-MoB web-
site, the Q-MoB Western
Mass Calendar or call Q-MoB
at 413-344-8162.

Grace Hall Memorial Library lists events

MONTGOMERY -
Grace Hall Memorial Library,
161 Main Road, will host
Ghost of New England on
Saturday, March 21 at 3 p.m.

This free event is an
adult (PG-13) evening of
supernatural storytelling and
theatrical magic written and
performed by Jonah Knight.
The program features one
chilling legend from each
New England state, Maine,
New Hampshire, Vermont,
Massachusetts, Rhode Island
and Connecticut, blending
regional folklore, document-
ed history and live magical
effects.

Designed for adults
and teens, the performance
emphasizes atmosphere and
storytelling rather than hor-
ror, offering a thoughtful
and entertaining look at New

England’s rich supernatural
heritage.

Jonah Knight is a profes-
sional storyteller and magi-
cian known for blending his-
tory, folklore and theatrical
illusion into engaging live
performances. With a passion
for New England’s cultural
traditions, Knight has pre-
sented programs at libraries,
historical societies, and com-
munity venues throughout
the region. His performances
combine carefully researched
narratives with interactive
magical moments, creating an
experience that is both educa-
tional and unforgettable.

For more information,
people may call Grace Hall
Memorial at 413-862-3894.

Cookbook Club will
meet on Thursday, March 19
and cordially invites every-

one to High Tea in the Library
at 6:30 p.m. The library will
serve tea and other treats.
People should bring their
favorite tea time recipe to
share and learn from other
cooks their favorites.

Blind date with a
Book will continue through
Tuesday, March 31.People
select one of the Blind Date
Books, all are rated 3.5 or
higher with Good Reads.
People are asked to fill out
the “Book Review” bookmark
and return it by mail.

Greg Maichack will
conduct a pastel workshop
“Vincent Van Gogh The
Iris” on Saturday, April 4 at
11 a.m. This pastel painting
workshop is designed for both
sheer beginners to advance
participants.

People may call the

library for more information
at 413-862-3894. Library
hours are Tuesday from 10
a.m.-5:30 p.m., Thursday
from 4-8 p.m. and Saturday
from 9:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.

takes place March 13

CUMMINGTON
— Josh Wachtel always
comes with surprises as he
performs Friday, March 13
at the Friday Night Cafe.

In addition to singing
an eclectic array of songs
about everything and any-
thing, simultaneously
relevant, poignant, obser-
vant and fun, he plans to
get people singing, bang
out some beats and maybe
even tell a few tales. An
interactive audience is
welcome.

The show is from 7-9
p.m. in the Vestry at the
Village Church in beautiful
downtown Cummington
in the heart of the
Cummington Cultural
District. The event is free,

donations are appreciated.
Snacks will be provided.
Bring your own beverage.
Once again this is
brought by the friend-
ly folks at the Village
Church, who believe music
can be a powerful force
for building community.
Friday Night Cafe receives
promotional support from
the Cummington Cultural
District and is supported
in part by grants from the
Ashfield, Chesterfield,
Cummington, Goshen,

Hinsdale-Peru, Plainfield,
Williamsburg, Windsor,
and Worthington Cultural
Councils, local agencies
which are supported by the
Mass Cultural Council, a
state agency.
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BASIC PISTOL COURSE
WITH LIVE FIRE
For License To Carry Permit
$140
Call For Class Dates/Details
413-537-0620 Matt Marcinkiewicz
muscione@hotmail.com

Georgetown, Maine

2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom
Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

» Walk to Five Islands Wharf and
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
« Close to Reid State Park

$1200/week

207-607-9333

PLUMBING ¢ HEATING

(413) 268-8360
TOLL FREE 1-800-464-2053

Family Owned & Operated
3 Berkshire Trail West (Route 9), P.O. Box 102, Goshen, MA 01032
www.georgepropane.com

Fax. 413-667-3082
Email: jspsed @verizon.net

new construction, renovation,
historic preservation

FEED - PET SUPPLIES + CLOTHING - COAL
WOOD PELLETS + WILD & CAGED BIRDSEED

POOL SUPPLIES - MOTOR OILS - FENCING

LAWN & GARDEN SUPPLIES + FERTILIZER

GATEWAY FARM & PET
Carhartt\

Hard ai wedk snce 1889

59 RUSSELL ROAD, HUNTINGTON, MA 01050
1-413-667-2279 I Samipm

Sat. 8am-4pm

Kirke R. Henshaw, Inc.

Water Well Drilling, Water Pump Sales & Service

Water System
Testing Evaluations
Water S ystem H EN s Aw Hydrofracture
Repairs to Increase Flow

800-232-4725 * Fax 413-296-4565
Charles R. Henshaw
130 Cummington Rd., W. Chesterfield, MA * 413-296-4725

TARA GRENIER ¢ PAUL GRENIER

I . Structural
Da I e S & Carpentry

Home Imp t « Additions ¢ Restorations ¢ Repairs
Post .
& Beam Sagging Floors - Beams - Columns
Repairs Sill Timbers - Termite Damage
Foundation Repairs - Piers & Footings

Chimney Rebuilds

FULLY LICENSED & INSURED
Huntington, MA ¢ 413-667-3149
dalesstructuralandcarpentry.com

DOWN To EARTH
EXCAVATING

Highly Regarded Professionals: Complete Site Work,
Septic Development and Repairs. Fully insured.

413+667+5269

Paul & Randy LaPointe, Owners Huntington, Mass.

Aqua
WATER

MP4

—

Water Pumps ¢ Sewer Pumps

YSTEMS

Water Conditioners

46 Pitcher Street
Montgomery, MA 01085

Donald Washburn
862-3301

e Tune Ups
' ) @ e Installations
(1 AS0., e Oil Tanks

(0]]] Bur'ner Service'

Huntington, Massachusetts
ofiice 413.667.0245
cell 413.530.7037

jeffsoilburnerservice@hotmail.com
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SOCIAL SECURITY

THatters

By Russell Gloor

Is there income tax on
Social Security benefits?

Dear Rusty:

The Trump
Administration is saying that
now there will be no taxes
on Social Security benefits.
Since we’re getting ready to
start our 2025 income tax
return, can you explain how
this all works?

Signed:
Confused Taxpayer

Dear Confused Taxpayer:

You are obviously refer-
ring to the so-called “One
Big, Beautiful Bill” and
how that bill affects income
tax on your Social Security
benefits. And this is because
of the publicity surround-
ing the so-called “one big,
beautiful bill” enacted last
year, which claims to “elim-
inate income tax on Social
Security benefits.” Well,
that bill did, yet technical-
ly didn’t, fully eliminate
income tax on benefits.”
Allow me to explain.

The OBBB does elim-
inate income tax on most
SS benefits, but it does so
in a somewhat unique way
— by providing an additional
$6,000 (per person) deduc-
tion to your federal taxable
income as reported to the
IRS. Thus, you will pay less
total income tax when you
file your taxes with the IRS
because of that additional
deduction to your taxable
income.

The extra deduction is
available to those over age
65 and is meant to offset the
income tax which will still
be levied by the IRS on the
SS benefits you received in
2025. Essentially, the rules
governing income tax on
Social Security benefits have
not changed.

The IRS will still levy
income tax on your SS bene-
fits if your combined income
from all sources (known as
your “provisional income”)
is over $32,000 as a married
couple filing jointly or more
than $25,000 if you file as
an individual. If your provi-
sional income is below the
threshold for your IRS fil-
ing status, you will pay no
income tax on your received
2025 SS benefits.

But if your provisional
income exceeds the thresh-
old for your IRS filing status,
then somewhere between
50% and 85% of your
received SS benefits will be
taxed (how much SS income
to be taxed depends on your
combined income in 2025).
By now, you should have
received form 1099-SSA
which advised of your 2025
Social Security income,
including any income tax
you had withheld from your
SS benefits.

This income should be
reported when submitting
your 2025 income tax return.
If your “provisional income”
is over $32,000 as a mar-
ried couple filing jointly (or
over $25,000 as an individ-
ual filer), then your 2025 SS
benefits will still be taxed by
the IRS. But when complet-
ing your 2025 Income Tax
Return, you will also be able
to claim an additional $6,000
per person ($12,000 if you
file jointly), which will likely
offset any income tax you
must pay due to the SS bene-
fits you received in 2025.

If you use a tax preparer
or tax preparation software,
they will guide you through
this calculation. Note, too,
that the $6,000 per person
deduction amount will be
less if your combined tax-
able income is more than
$150,000 as a married cou-
ple (or more than $75,000 as
a single filer).

Be aware, though, that
the OBBB is temporary
tax accommodation which
expires after tax year 2028.
And that’s because the pro-
cess used to pass the bill in
Congress (a “budget rec-
onciliation” process) didn’t
actually change SS law; rath-
er it provided a way around
it to offset income tax paid
on SS benefits.

So, to recap, the IRS
can still levy income tax
on your received Social
Security benefits but,
because of the OBBB, you
will likely also (depending
on your provisional income
level) receive an extra deduc-
tion which offsets any taxes
calculated on your Social
Security benefits.

Finally, be aware that if
your first husband also pre-
deceases you, you will then
become eligible for a surviv-
ing ex-spouse benefit from
him, even if he has remar-
ried.

The Association Mature
Citizens Foundation and its
staff are not affiliated with
or endorsed by the Social
Security Administration or
any other governmental
entity. This article is intend-
ed for information purpos-
es and does not represent
legal or financial guid-
ance. It presents the opin-
ions and interpretations of
the Association Mature
Citizens Foundation’s staff,
trained and accredited by
the National Social Security
Association To submit a
question, visit amacfounda-
tion.org/programs/social-se-
curity-advisory or email us
at ssadvisor@amacfounda-
tion.org. Russell Gloor is a
Social Security advisor for
AMAC.

Corrections policy

If you notice a factual error in our pages,
please let us know, so that we can set the record
straight. Email information to countryjournal @
turley.com, or call us at 413-283-8393.

Corrections will be printed in the same section
where the error originally occurred.
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An herb catalog and a favorite herb

ne of my favorite
seed and plant cat-
alogs of all

time is Richters
Herbs (richters.
com). I look
forward to the
paper copy
arriving in the
mail by early
December.

The com-
pany is out of
Ontario, Canada,
and offers over
1,200 unique varieties, most-
ly herbs of all kinds with a
few vegetables thrown in for
good measure. I’ve ordered
from them for well over two
decades and think their prod-
ucts are just great, everything
from common culinary herbs
to unique medicinal plants
and everything in between,
even dye plants and orna-
mentals.

I love how the seeds are
packaged in foil lined enve-
lopes and quantities are lib-

eral, often giving you enough
seed for two or three years
of sowing, depending on the
variety. On occasion I have
had to order plants that I
couldn’t find locally and
despite the distance, they
arrive in good shape.

Basil (Ocimum spp) is
one plant in particular that
we typically order seed of,
and we will soon be starting
it indoors. The Richters cat-
alog boasts 29 varieties, and
we grow nine of them in the

Paul Rogers Herb Garden at

Old Sturbridge Village.

A trip to our herb gar-

den in season is real-
ly worthwhile.

Who doesn’t

like Italian or

Genovese
basil?
Picture the

pesto!

But in addition
to our old favorites,
there is lemon, anise,

cinnamon and spice,

each with fragrant leaves.

Looking for unique foliage?

Try dark opal, whose leaves

are tinted dark purple or bush

basil, whose tiny leaves alto-
gether make a round globe of

a plant, and who could leave

out lettuce leaf, with its crin-

kled pale green leaves.
Over the years I have

found that there are just a
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n March 2, I received
an email from a
Worthington resident

that he just saw a red-winged
blackbird.

Male red-winged
blackbirds arrive before the
females. They are one of the
first birds to return to north-
ern breeding grounds, arriv-
ing in late February or early
March.

Red-winged blackbirds
are abundant songbirds,
who inhabit marshes, wet-
lands and fields. The male is
glossy black with bright red
and yellow shoulder patch-
es or epaulets. Females have
streaked brown plumage.

The highly territorial
males often sit on high perch-
es, singing and displaying
their epaulets. Their “conk-
la-ree” is heard frequently.

W umy g
BACKYAR

By Ellenor Downer

They are known for “dive
bombing” crows, hawks and
even humans to defend their
territory. They primarily eat
insects such as beetles, drag-
onflies and moths during the
breeding season and seeds
and grains during fall and
winter.

They nest in loosely
associated colonies in shrubs
or cattails and are found
across most of Northern

Male red-winged blackbird

America. They are polyga-
mous and a single male may
mate with up to 15 different
females in his territory. Red
winged blackbirds can form
huge roosts during the winter
of up to a million birds.

Brimfield resident

A Brimfield resident sent
an email recently. He said,
“On Saturday I was driving
to West Springfield to put up
some picture at the library for
an exhibit. Some members of
the Allen Bird Club are dis-
playing photographs there for
the month of March. On the
way I stopped by a nest in
Ludlow that bald eagles have
used for at least three years.”

In Brimfield, he said,
“Lately we have been seeing
a Cooper’s several times in
the yard and a broad-winged
hawk was seen on Feb. 22.
The broad-winged hawk sat
in a tree in front of the house
for over an hour. Last year
a pair of broad-wings had a
nest on the next door neigh-
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Country Journal welcomes Election letters to the editor

The Country Journal welcomes
readers to participate in this year’s
election campaigns by writing letters
to the editor for publication on these
pages. Letters of up to 250 words
from local residents endorsing can-
didates on the ballot or discussing
campaign issues should be sent to
The Country Journal, care of Turley
Publications, 24 Water St., Palmer,
MA 01069, faxed to 413-289-1977
or emailed to countryjournal @turley.

com. Please include a daytime tele-
phone number for verification pur-
poses (it will not be printed). Letters
must be received by noon Friday
to be considered for the following
Thursday’s newspaper. No attack let-
ters will be printed. No letters written
by candidates supporting their own
candidacy will be printed. If the vol-
ume of letters received is larger than
the space available in the newspaper,
or if the letters become repetitive, the

newspaper reserves the right to print
a representative sample. No endorse-
ment letters will be printed in the last
edition before the election. For more
information, call 413-283-8393.

Campaign news
As part of its election cover-
age, the newspaper plans to print
stories about contested races for
Congress, state Senate, state House,
district attorney and Governor’s

Council during the weeks leading
up to the election, as well as a ques-
tion-and-answer voters guide. In
order to ensure fairness to all candi-
dates, no political press releases will

be printed, nor will reporters cover

political rallies or fundraisers.

Candidates who wish to further
publicize their candidacy, beliefs and
events may contact advertising, 413-
283-8393 about paid advertising in
The Country Journal.
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OPINION

By Deborah Daniels
Correspondent

good Irish stout
comes to mind for
helping to keep a

world gone mad on an even
keel.

So how does a beverage
with 4 — 6% alcohol by vol-
ume work its magic? Beer
is made of water, barley and
hops to which a bit of yeast
is added. The yeast gets the
fermentation going, which
releases alcohol.

The barley is wheat
grain that is malted. Malting
allows the wheat to sprout,
which releases the starch for
the yeast enzymes to digest.
The next process is to soak
the grains in hot water to
release the sugar, known as
mashing the grain.

Next hops are added to
give flavor and a touch of
bitterness to the blend. Hops
are immature flower buds
from a specific hemp plant.
The hops in ancient times
acted as a natural preserva-
tive to the beer. Barley was
plentiful and it was used to
make bread since the dawn
of civilization.

So bread and beer were
dietary staples. You might
say civilization has always
thrived on alcohol: fer-
mented honey made mead,
fermented apple juice made
cider, fermented grape juice
made wine. Most water was
too contaminated to drink.
Perhaps the alcohol was just
the antibacterial beverage
that kept the human race
alive.

Today there are hun-
dreds of variations in beer
types that can be made as
the Great American Beer
Festival held in Denver.
Colorado every year can
attest. There were 263 brew-

GARDEN

eries in the 2023 festival
with 9,298 types of beer
entries.

The main categories of
beer types are ales, lager,
wheat beer, sour ales and
craft beer. Craft beer so pop-
ular today was how all beer
was created in the past. The
local brewery made the beer
in one’s hometown and that
was what they drank.

The brewer could exper-
iment and design all man-
ner of local brew if he was
creative and had a variety of
ingredients. Mostly he made
what locals liked and that
was it. Today there is a tre-
mendous choice in brews.
There are ales like IPA
(India pale ale), pale ale,
brown ale, porter and stout
that have a fruity sometimes
bitter taste.

There are lagers such
as pilsner, amber, pale and
dark lagers that are lighter,
crisper and less fruity than
ales. Wheat beers are made
with both barley and wheat
that appears cloudy but has
a light taste. Sour ales are
made with wild yeast for a
tart and funky taste. Craft
beer is beer flavored with
spices and fruit and some-
times aged in barrels.

There is also non-al-
coholic beer where alcohol
is removed from already
brewed beer or the alcohol
is limited during brewing
by using a different type of
yeast that does not produce
sugars. Near beer was made
during Prohibition by the big
brewers, who were almost
put out of business. There is
a beer for all tastes.

The first commer-
cial brewery opened in the
U.S.A. in 1612 by Adrian
Block and Hans Christiansen
located in lower Manhattan.
George Washington enjoyed

HILLTOWN HISTORY
Offering a wee bit o' history on Irish beer

a porter beer, dark style of
beer, made with molasses.
He had a written copy of
the recipe suggesting that
he made this brew. Lager
beer got its name from the
German word for storeroom.

German brewers dug
cellars in the ground and
filled it with lake ice to keep
the beer cool in summer.
They planted Chestnut trees
over the cellar because it
had a large leaf canopy and
shallow roots. They served
beer at these sites which is
how we got beer gardens.
Arthur Guinness opened his
brewery in 1759. He sur-
vived the heavy tax
on Irish beer, far
higher than the
tax on any British
beer until Ireland
was emancipated
from English rule.
Guinness Stout
made in Dublin
became legendary
supplying drink for
much of the British
Army.

Arthur Guinness }
left his business to
three of his sons
and not to his first
son. However all
three sons died early
and his first son was left
to manage the business for
the next 10 years until his
death. One can only won-
der why the first son was
not his first choice to run
the business. Stout is a dark
ale with a coffee, choco-
late, with caramel notes ale
most notable because it was
Guinesses biggest seller. It
was known as the smooth
Irish Guinness stout. The
business certainly thrived
and was ultimately sold to
Heineken, the Netherlands
largest brewing company in
1975. For Your Information

from page 4

few obstacles to growing
great basil. Seeds should be
planted indoors — rarely will
they do well from an outdoor
sowing.

Start basil about the
same time that tomatoes are
sown, in mid to late March.
Make shallow furrows and
space the seed one-eighth of
an inch apart in rows with-
in a small pot or seed pack.
When true leaves form pluck
out the tiny seedling and
transplant it into a cell of a
four or six pack, or an indi-
vidual tiny pot.

Grow on indoors until
the weather improves. Basil
is particularly cold sensitive,
so be sure that all danger of
frost has passed before trans-
planting it into the garden.

Downy mildew disease
was discovered to be preva-
lent some years back. While I
don’t take any particular pre-
cautions, and my basil shows
little sign of the familiar leaf
blotching, Richters does offer
seeds of resistant varieties
for you to try if this disease
has been troublesome in your
garden.

Basil foliage has also
been known to burn if plant-

ed outdoors without a peri-
od of hardening off. For this
reason, gradually get seed-
lings used to bright sun and
wind over the course of a
week before planting in the
ground.

Provide your transplants
with fertile, well-drained soil
in a sunny spot. If, over the
course of the summer you
notice that the leaves are
no longer grass-green, but
instead are pale or even turn-
ing brown, your plants may
have a nitrogen deficiency.

I usually have had to
“top dress” my basil twice
after planting, each time
with a sprinkling of balanced
organic fertilizer and some
aged compost. Usually they
green up in a matter of days.

Basil has the insatiable
desire to flower. We must
“deadhead” or the plant will
fulfill its earthly desire to
reproduce by making and
dropping seed, all at the
expense of foliage produc-
tion.

Since we grow this plant
for its leaves and not its seed,
or its flowers for that matter,
clip away the buds at the first
sign of them. Another chal-

lenge to basil growing has
been the Japanese beetle.

Basil leaves riddled with
chew marks should best be
removed. Japanese beetles
are relatively easy to hand
pick in the morning and at
night.

A gentle tap on a leaf
will easily knock beetles into
a wide mouth jar of soapy
water positioned underneath.
Ideally, basil leaves should
be harvested after the dew
has dried in the morning but
before the sun shines too
brightly; at that particular
time its oils are the most pun-
gent.

Enjoy the new catalog
recommendation and be sure
to get those basil seeds start-
ed by the end of the month.

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge
School of Agriculture at the
University of Massachusetts.
For 34 years she has held the
position of staff horticultur-
ist at Old Sturbridge Village.
She enjoys growing food
as well as flowers. Have a
question for her? Email it to
pouimette @turley.com with
“Gardening Question” in the
subject line.

News, photo publication policy

As a community newspaper our focus has always been local news. While we
try very hard to run upcoming events as a public service whenever space allows, .
space does not allow us to run an upcoming event repeatedly. Our policy is to limit
publication of upcoming events to one article in advance of the event and, space
permitting, a second brief reminder article the week prior to an event, and to run those
articles in only one section of the paper, and not in multiple sections simultaneously.

All such public service announcements and photos are subject to space
limitations and deadlines, therefore publication cannot be guaranteed. Whenever copy
for the week exceeds allotted space, news copy will take priority, and public service
copy is the first area to be cut. We also reserve the right to edit for style and space,
and are under no obligation to print lists of sponsorships, or articles that arrive after
deadline, unless time and space allows.

This map of

the head on a
beer is made
of nitrogen
foam.

A word
about the alco-
hol content in
beer. It has a
range of 4-8%
alcohol by vol-
ume with most
beer being

BIRDS

Ireland shows
breweries locations.

Casks where beer is fermenting. It is now
fermented in copper and steel vats.

4-5% on average. One beer
(12 oz) is equivalent to one
shot of 80 proof liquor.
However it must be remem-
bered that the shot of whis-
key is felt faster because it
is absorbed quickly and a
beer is gradually absorbed
slower as it is consumed.
Beer has been the tipple that
takes the edge off a rough
work day for centuries, his-

This is an example of an Irish greeting.
Submitted photos

torically more favored by
men than women. That fact
may be changing. There is
no disputing that beer goes
to the waist, in the form of
fat, a padding most women
wished to avoid.

Raise your shille-
lagh and perhaps a toast to
Shamrocks this St. Patrick’s
day. And good luck finding
that pot of gold.
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bor’s property. They could
see the nest from their deck,
but I was never able to see
the nest walking around
near where they described
its location.”
Turkey vultures

On Feb. 11, the
Brimfield resident saw a
turkey vulture in the center
of Palmer near the intersec-
tion of Routes 20 and 32.
This week, his wife saw 25
turkey vultures flying above
that area. They often see
vultures soaring over that
area and the first of the year
shows up in mid-Febru-
ary. He said, “I believe the
vultures nest in the area,
possibly on or near Mount
Dumplin that is just north of

the turnpike ramps.”
Other birds and more

The Brimfield resi-
dents still has lots of junco
about as well as a healthy
the gray squirrel population.
Recently they saw two and
sometimes three red squir-
rels. He is enjoying the
longer days and looking
forward to warmer tempera-
tures.

Red-tailed hawk

A Rutland couple saw
a red-tailed hawk quickly
grab a gray squirrel her hus-
band shot. They watched it
hungrily consume a “warm
meal” in the yard. They
moved their feeder near-
er to the house due to the
deep snow. They have lots

of black-capped chickadees
and woodpeckers come to
the new location

Bluebirds

An Oakham resident
sees bluebirds on a daily
basis. She enjoys watching
them.

People may report a
bird sighting or bird relat-
ed experience by emailing
mybackyard88@aol.com
or edowner@turley.com or
mailing to Barre Gazette,
P.O. Box 448, Barre, MA
01005. The Palmer office
has a new phone system and
I will be getting an exten-
sion where messages may
be left. I will publish the

number as soon as it is set
up.

Chester Baptist Church
Pastor Dan Herr

14 Middlefield Road

Chester, MA 01011
413-354-7743

Email: pastor@chesterbaptistchurch.org
Website: chesterbaptistchurch.org
Sunday School for all ages at 9:45 a.m.

Sunday Worship at 10:45 a.m.
Sunday Afternoon at 1:30 p.m.

Wednesday Evening Bible Study and Prayer

at 6:30pm

CHURCH

\\| /.

DIRECTORY

Your
Community

Church

First Congregational Church

of Blandford
Pastor Ciprian Droma

91 Main St., Blandford, MA 01008

413-848-2052
Sunday service 10 a.m.

First Congregational Church

of Chester

334 Skyline Trail, Chester, MA 01011

Pastor Susan Borsella

Service with Live Music: 10 a.m. - Sunday

Coffee and Sweets Social:
10:45a.m. - 11:45 a.m.

First Congregational Church

of Williamsburg
Rev. Jack Kraaz

4 North Main St., Williamsburg, MA 01096

413-268-7557

burgychurch@gmail.com e burgychurch.org

Facebook:

First Congregational Church of Williamsburg
YouTube Channel: www.youtube.com/
channel/UCdyH1EA-fduamgHYeekxw5w
Office Hours: Tues. - Fri. 9 a.m.
Days and Hours of Services: Sun. at 10 a.m.

Hilltown Community Church
Dr. Robert Perreault, Senior Pastor
55 Main St., Russell, MA 01071

413-275-3232
Office: 413-862-3341

413-862-4418

New Boston

413-667-3196
-12 noon

Pioneer Valley
Mennonite Fellowship

Holy Family Parish
Rev. Ronald F. Sadlowski, known as Fr. Ron
5 Main St., Russell, MA 01071

Office Hours: No set times.

Please call, leave a voice message or
email; holyfamilyrussell.org
parish@holyfamilyrussell.org
Saturday Vigil: 5 p.m.

Sunday Masses: 8:15 a.m. & 11 a.m.

Congregational Church

4 Sandisfield Rd., PO Box 81

Sandisfield, MA 01255

Services held twice monthly, check website:
www.newbostoncongregationalchurch.org

Pioneer Valley Assembly of God
Pastor Javier Melendez
63 0ld Chester Rd., Huntington MA 01050

pvaglife@gmail.com
www.pioneervalleyag.org
Facebook: Pioneer Valley
Assembly of God

Sunday service: 10:30 a.m.

N7

-

/

-

Deadline is Friday at NOON. Deacon Jerald Reinford

400 Huntington Rd., Russell, MA 01071
(413) 297-6037

Sunday worship at 10 a.m.

Visitors appreciated

hilltownchurch3341@gmail.com
hilltowncommunitychurch.com

Facebook: www.facebook.com/p/Hilltown-
Community-Church-61580281487624/
Sunday Mornings 10 a.m.
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BLANDFORD

Shown are Interim Water Superintendent Steven Grondin, Water Commissioner Peter Thayer and Water Commission Chairman

Bradley Curry.

By Mary Kronholm
Correspondent

BLANDFORD - The
Select Board met with
the Water Commissioners
on Monday, March 2 at 5
p-m. to review finances and
change orders.

Two representatives
from Wright-Pierce, senior
instrumentation engi-
neer, James Papadimitriou
and professional engineer
Michael McManus attended
the meeting as well.

Financially, the Water
Department has $1,812,000
in grants and of that,
$1,735,000 is available for
construction. The Water
Treatment plant needs
$273,000 for upgrades and
25% of that is a matching
fund from the town.

The upgrades to the
system are required to sat-
isfy a consent order from
the state. The consent
order pointed out things
that needed to be correct-
ed for the water users to

Porter Memorial
Library lists events

BLANDFORD -
Regular activities at the
Porter Memorial Library,
87 Main St,, include every
Wednesday morning from
10:30-11:30 a.m. Book
Squirms time.

Children visit for sto-
ries, songs and sensory play,
plus socializing for pre-
schoolers and their caregiv-
ers.

CommuniTea Reads
takes place Saturday,
March 21 at 11 a.m. for
a discussion of “The
Correspondent” by Virginia
Evans, a story told entire-
ly in written letter formant.
Books are available at the

library. New members are
always welcome.

Friday, March 27 at
4:30 p.m. the Pokemon
Club will gather for trad-
ing, trivia and talk about
cards and the game. Local
Pokemon lovers get togeth-
er at the library monthly to
enjoy their hobby. As a spe-
cial enticement to visit the
library, happening all month
long is a free DVD give-
away. The staff is reviewing
the collection and weeding
out some movies/programs.
People may stop by often
to see what’s available. It is
first come, first choice and
no limit.

Turley Publications photo by Mary Kronholm

Select Board go over change orders
with Water Commissioners last week

receive the best possible
water under appropriate
conditions. For example,
a basket strainer needs to
be installed on the water
intake line from the open
water source. The upgrades
were in the Change Order
No. 7A including the rede-
signing of the emergency
stop circuit and the auto-
controls.

The Select Board
ultimately approved this
change order.

The second, Change

Order No. 8, according to a
representative from Wright
Pierce, “allows us to get to
home plate,” and complete
the work. This at a cost of
$22,271.75, which as the
board approved, will come
from the department’s cap-
ital expenditure line. The
cost is a charge by Baystate
Regional Contractors
and Select Board mem-
ber Jackie Coury said she
would write them a letter
discussing customer service
concerns.

COA offers lunch

BLANDFORD -
The Council on Aging’s
Annual St. Patrick’s Day
corned beef and cabbage
luncheon is set for Friday,
March 13 at noon.

The menu features,
along with the entree,
green punch, home made
Irish soda bread and
creme de menthe cake.

The fourth Friday
luncheon, March 27, will
offer diners Shepherds’

BLANDFORD - The
Blandford Congregational
Church will host a Seder
meal on Friday, April 3 at
6 p.m. in the fellowship

pie, tossed salad and
banana pudding for des-
sert with the regular
accompanying beverages.

People may call the
COA to reserve a place,
leave name and number
of people attending by
calling 413-848-4279,
extension 400. There is no
charge for the luncheons
but a $5 per person con-
tribution will help main-
tain the program.

hall at the Chapel on Main
Street.

The Seder meal tradi-
tionally begins Passover,
the Jewish celebration of

Candidate contests
include Select Board (4)
Water Commission (2)

on election day

nallot

BLANDFORD
— The Monday,
March 2 caucus
was possibly one
of the better attend-
ed in recent years.
There were 37 reg-
istered voters pres-
ent. There will be
at least two races
on the June 13 bal-
lot. Nominations
for Select Board

were unop-
posed; Assessor
for three

years, Stephen
Jemiolo, incum-

bent; Board
of Health for
three years,

Pat Lombardo,
incumbent;
Cemetery
Commissioner

member from
the floor were for
Bradley Curry,
Corrine Shartrand,
Cara Letendre and
William Levakis.

The run-off
vote to put two
names on the bal-
lot gave those
slots to Curry
and Shartrand.
However, both
Letendre and
Levakis have taken
out papers to have
their names on
the ballot as well.
They need 20 cer-
tifiable signatures
and turn them in
to the Town Clerk
by Saturday, April
25 for certification
by the Registrar of
Voters.

The second
race on the ballot
will be for Water
Commissioner.
Both Stephen
Jemiolo and
Levakis were nom-
inated for that
seat and both have

for three years,
Peter Sparks,
incumbent,
Library Trustee
for three years.
Byam Stevens,
incumbent;
Municipal Light
Board for three
years, Peter
Langmore,
incumbent;
Planning Board
for five years;
two positions,
Scott O’Connor
and Ron
Racine, incum-
bents; School
Committee for
three years,
Katherine
McDonough
and Town Clerk,
Doris Jemiolo,
incumbent.

No one was
nominated for
Fence Viewer
for three years;
Fence Viewer
for two years or
Field Driver for
three years.

Ron Racine
was not able to

signed the nomina-
tion papers so their
names will be on
the ballot.

Other nominations

William Levakis

the Biblical story of the
Jews’ Exodus from slavery
in Egypt. There will be sev-
eral traditional dishes and
Pastor Ciprian Droma will

sign the cau-
cus nomination
and he will take

out nomination papers this
week.

Blandford Congregational Church hosts Seder meal

not only explain the signif-
icance of the celebration,
but the ritual foods served.
There is no charge for the
Seder meal.

Blandford Historical Society. 2%t Zoe 5 iecce 7

Rev. John Keep 1781-1870

POSITIONS

Editor’s note: The
Blandford Historical Society
will submitting this “Did You
Know?” column on a regular
basis.

In the early nineteenth
century, a young minister
stood in Blandford’s meeting-
house preaching to a hilltown
congregation.

Few could have imag-
ined that he would later help
shape one of the most influ-
ential reform colleges in
America and cast a vote that
would help change the course
of American education. That
minister was Rev. John Keep.

Keep arrived in
Blandford in 1805, a 24-year-
old Yale-educated minister
beginning his career. Shortly
afterward, he married Lydia
Hale, whom he met in town.
Their son, Theodore John

Keep, was born in Blandford

a few years later. For 16
years, Keep served as pastor
of the town’s Congregational
church.

During these years,
Americans increasing-
ly debated slavery and the
nation’s moral direction.
Religious revivals known as
the Second Great Awakening
encouraged the belief that
faith and education could
improve society and inspired
reform movements across the
country.

While living in
Blandford, Keep visit-
ed the hillside where Black
Revolutionary War veteran
Jethro Jones and his family
lived alongside other Black
families, and where they are
buried today. According to
local accounts, Keep orga-

nized a group of these and
other Black children into a
school — said to have been the
first school for Black students
in the nation.

Like many New England
families, the Keeps later
joined the westward move-
ment of the young nation.

But before leaving
Blandford in 1821, Keep
drew on the recollections of
longtime residents to describe
the hardships of early hill-
town life and the growth of
the church at its center. His
address remains one of the
earliest written histories of
the town.

A Vote That Changed

American Education

After leaving Blandford,
Keep became involved in
securing funds for the estab-
lishment of Oberlin College

from page 1

in Ohio in 1833, one of the

most progressive and for-
ward-thinking schools of its
time. He initially served as
acting president and was later
named to the board of trust-
ees.

In 1835, Oberlin’s trust-
ees faced a historic question:
whether to admit Black stu-
dents. The board was evenly
divided. Rev. John Keep cast
the deciding vote in favor.

That single vote helped
make Oberlin one of the first
colleges in the United States
to educate Black and white
students together. Soon after-
ward, the school also began
admitting women, becoming
one of the earliest institutions
to provide higher education
to people of both races and
both sexes.

Oberlin soon became

MEETING

a center of the abolitionist
movement and many of its
students went on to work in
education and social reform.
Keep spent the remainder of
his life raising funds for the
school.

Widely honored and
affectionately known as
“Father Keep,” he died in
Oberlin at the age of 89 and
is buried there beside his
wife of 59 years. Their son
followed him into the minis-
try and remained active in the
affairs of the college until his
death.

From helping educate
Black children in the hills
of Blandford to casting the
deciding vote that echoed
across the nation, Rev. John
Keep’s life reminds us that
Blandford is truly a “small
town with a big history.”

from page 1

Fence Viewer duties
as specified by the MGL
encompass 21 sections of
Chapter 49 and cover loca-
tion, height, types of fences
and/or boundaries, and spe-
cific areas of dispute which a
Fence Viewer has oversight.

Jemiolo said, “The posi-
tions are still elected slots
and need to be filled, even
though duties have become
nearly non-existent.”

The earliest reference
to either Field Driver or its
co-office of Fence Viewer is

in 1693 and again in1698 in
the State Archive collection
of early acts, while still a
colony. The acts are called
Province Laws.

The verbiage, although
much longer than what
today’s MGL reads, is about
the same, stating , ““...it shall
and may be lawful to and
for any other person or per-
sons, as well as the hawards
or field-drivers, to take up
and impound or cause to
be impounded any swine,
neat cattle, horses or sheep,

as shall be found dam-
age-feasant in any corn-field
or other inclosure or swine
found unyoked or unringed,
neat cattle, horses or sheep
going upon the common, not
allowed to feed there by the
major part of the proprietye
who are impowred to permit
the same; any law to the con-
trary notwithstanding. And
the owners or clauners of
any such creatures impound-
ed as aforesaid shall pay the
fees...”

An act regulating fenc-

es and creating the position
of Fence Viewer came along
earlier in 1693 and the law
required two Fence Viewers.
This is still a requirement of
the MGL today.

The prologue to the act
reads, “For the better pre-
venting of damage in corn-
fields and other improved
and common lands, by
horses, neat cattle, sheep or
swine, going at large.”

Time-honored positions,
yes, time consuming, not so
much.

office space available at
the Highway Garage, but
it would take some clean-
ing out first. He also told
the board he preferred his
office space at the garage.
One other thing
Hultay brought to the
board’s attention was
that Granville will have
to close a portion of
Route 57 requiring emer-

gency vehicles to take a
21-mile detour, which he
found unacceptable. He
would like to see Cobble
Mountain Road opened, at
least temporarily, for emer-
gency purposes. Russell
and Granville will be part
of the discussion. The
meeting closed to allow
people to attend the town
caucus.

PLEASE REMEMBER TO
RECYCLE THIS NEWSPAPER



Country Journal e Thursday, March 12, 2026

page 7

CHESTER

Hamilton Memorial lerary

events

CHESTER - The
Hamilton Memorial Library,
195 Route 20, had a spe-
cial story time on Thursday,
March 5.

The children learned all
about how the U.S. Postal
system and mail delivery
works and how to address an
envelope. The children had a
fun time working on letters
and pictures to send to loved
ones in the mail.

They created a pen pal
list, which included the new
address of one of their fam-
ilies who is moving away.
The families have grown
close and are excited to be
able to keep in touch. The
two books read by Maureen
Suriner, library direc-
tor were “”How to Send a
Hug” by Hayley Rocco and
“Delivering Your Mail” by
Ann Owen.

Book Club: Meets the
third Wednesday of every
month at 4:30 p.m. On
Wednesday, March 18, they
will be discussing two books.
The first, “The Housemaid”
by Freida McFadden is a
suspenseful bestseller about
a maid working for a fami-

BOOK

Children learned all about the U.S. Postal system at the special
story time on Thursday, March 5. Library director Maureen Suriner

reads to the children.

ly with secrets. The second
book “Remarkably Bright
Creatures” by Shelby VanPelt
is a story of friendship, reck-
oning, and hope that traces a
widow’s unlikely connection
with a giant Pacific octopus.
They will have snacks and
lively discussion.

Intrinsic Movement

Submitted photo

Let’s Play, Learn and Dance
welcomes back special guest,
Laurel Lenski, on Thursday
March 19 at 11a m. during
their regular story and fun
time. Lenski always gets the
fun going with her conta-
gious enthusiasm and energy.
This is perfect for younger
patrons.

from page 1

to industries in decline.

Cormier said that the
book discusses the New
Haven Railroad’s numerous
monopoly attempts to con-
trol overall transportation
in the western part of the
state. That, coupled with the
improvement of roadways
and highways, would ulti-
mately spell the end of the
trolley system.

The book is available
for sale on Amazon for
$19.99. Books can also be
purchased and signed by
the author at one of these
upcoming talks for $14.99.
Books will also be available
for sale at the Littleville

Fair’s Pancake Breakfast on
Sunday, April 26.

Cormier will speak and
answer questions at the fol-
lowing events this spring:
Sunday, March 22 at 1 p.m.
at the Chester Railway
Museum (sponsored by
the Western Mass Hilltown
Hikers); Thursday, April 2
at 6 p.m. at the Otis Library;
Thursday, April 16 at 7 p.m.
at the Blandford Historical
Society; Saturday, April 18
at 11 a.m. at the Hinsdale
Public Library; Saturday,
April 25 at 11 a.m. at the
Huntington Public Library
and Wednesday, May 27 at
6 p.m. at the Hatfield Public

Library.

Later this year, Cormier
will speak at 6 p.m. at the
West Springfield Library
on Wednesday, July 15; at
6 p.m. on Wednesday, July
22 at the Becket Athenaeum;
at 10 a.m. on Saturday,
Sept. 12 at the Springfield
City Library and at 2 p.m.
on Saturday, Sept. 19 at
the Grace Hall Memorial
Library in Montgomery.

Future committed pre-
sentations with dates to be
announced will be coming
up in Worthington, Russell,
Middlefield, Chesterfield,
Chicopee, Northampton and
Westfield.

Hike sponsored by the Westfield River Watershed Association and the Naturalist’s Club visit

keystone arches bridge.

Submitted photo

Hike to keystone arches

CHESTER - The
Westfield River Watershed
Association and the
Naturalists’ Club are offer-
ing a Keystone Arches hike
on Sunday, March 22 from
10 am.3 p.m.

Tom Condon, a board
member of both organiza-
tions, will lead the walk in
Chester following the old
railroad bed. Registration is
required for this nearly five-
mile hike, which has moder-
ate elevation changes.

Tom Condon is enthu-
siastic about this hike along
the old tracks of the early
19th century railroad that
was once jokingly called
the “Railroad to the Moon”
by locals. He explains, “It
wasn’t a voyage to outer
space, of course, but in the
1800s the idea of sending a
railroad over the Berkshires
felt nearly as impossible.”

The man, who
designed the railroad over
the mountains, was George
Washington Whistler, father
of the famed artist, James
McNeill Whistler. “Yet

OTIS

through ingenious switch-
backs, daring grades and ele-
gant stone bridges, Whistler
engineered the first moun-
tain rail crossing in North
America,” adds Condon.

Nancy Condon, who is
co-leading the hike, contin-
ues, “Today, those once-mar-
velous bridges lie hidden in
the deep forests along the
Westfield River, cloaked in
moss, mystery and history.
Join us as we venture into
that forest, tracing the old
rail bed and uncovering the
extraordinary craftsmanship
of Whistler’s father.”

This hike is 4.7 miles
up and back, gaining 488
feet with easy/moderate
ups and downs. Participants
need to dress for the weath-
er and pack a snack or
lunch to enjoy on the trail.
Registration is required.
The hike will be cancelled
in the event of heavy rain
or snow. Hikers will gath-
er at the Chester Elementary
School, Middlefield Road in
Chester by 10 a.m. The hike
is 4.7 miles up and back,

gaining 488 feet with easy/
moderate ups and downs.
Be sure to dress for the
weather and pack a snack or
lunch to enjoy on the trail.
Registration is required.
Heavy rain or snow cancels.
To register, people
may call 413-454-2331 or
e-mail tomnancycondon@
gmail.com. Tom Condon
is a retired teacher, for-
mer National Park rang-
er, author, long-time board
member of the Naturalists’
Club and a member of the
Westfield River Watershed
Association. He has been
leading hikes and canoe trips
for over five decades. He
received awards for both his
teaching and naturalist skills.
The Westfield River
Watershed Association was
established in 1953 to pro-
tect and improve the natural
resources of the watershed,
as well as to expand recre-
ational and other land use
opportunities for people’s
enjoyment and for sound
ecology. The website is
westfieldriver.org.

Otis Library
‘Good Golly,

OTIS - The Otis
Historical Commission
and Otis Preservation Trust
in coordination with the
Otis Library present local
author Steven Cormier dis-
cussing his book, “Good
Golly, Missed Trolley” on
Thursday, April 2 at 6 p.m.
at the Otis Library, 48 North
Main Road.

Cormier will share the
history and impact of the
various trolley systems with-
in western Massachusetts,
followed by a question and
answer session. Admission
is free but registration is
required.

The period of the trol-
ley system was short in
length, however highly sig-
nificant toward the popula-
tion it served. “Good Golly
Missed Trolley” details the
horse drawn omnibus to the
horsecar and ultimately the
electric trolley, offering a
means of mass transit to all
citizens.

Evolving at the turn of
the 20th century, the electric
trolley fostered growth by
means of extending suburbs,
the creation of neighbor-
hoods and the stimulation
of rural economic develop-
ment. The trolley offered a
means of transportation for
both the work force as well
as for those wishing to trav-
el to a desired location. The
trolley system gave farm-
ers a means to deliver their
products to market, along
with various freight services
in the region.

hosts author of
Missed Trolley’

Over time,
the trolley sys-
tem faced many
challenges
within western
Massachusetts.
“Good Golly,
Missed Trolley”
highlights the
challenge of
trolley ser-
vice in the hill
town areas.
Eventually, the trolley sys-
tem ended, impacted by big
business, politics and new
advancements in transpor-
tation.

Otis Preservation
Trust works with the Otis
Historical Commission to
organize and preserve the
history and heritage of Otis
for future generations by
supporting efforts to pre-
serve, restore, repurpose
and educate about buildings,

Steven Cormier
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monuments, lands and mem-
orabilia of Otis.

OPT is a not-for-prof-
it (501c3) organization
operated for fundraising
and educational purposes.
This program is support-
ed in part by a grant from
the Otis Cultural Council, a
local agency which is sup-
ported by the Massachusetts
Cultural Council, an agen-
cy of the Commonwealth of

Massachusetts.

The event is at 6 p.m.
on Thursday, April 2, in-per-
son only at the Town of Otis
Library, Space is limited. To
register for this free event or
for more information, peo-
ple may call 413-269-0109,
or stop by the Otis Library.
There is no charge to attend
this event but pre-registra-
tion is required. Donations
are welcome.

Council on Aging
to host dementia
training on April 8

OTIS - Council on
Aging Director Karen Yvon
announces a program on
Dementia Training for the
community along with a pot-
luck lunch on Wednesday,
April 8 at noon in the COA
room at Town Hall.

Matthew Pinto, MS,
MHC dementia specialist
and executive director at The
Landing at Laurel Lake will
conduct the informational
training session. He will cover
topics including understanding
dementia and its impact on the
brain, common signs, symp-

toms and stages, communica-
tion strategy, person-centered
approaches to dementia care
and how to promote dignity,
safety and quality of life. The
Landing at Laurel Lake is an
assisted living facility.

Nonotuck Resource
Associates, Inc. will have
an information table about
Adult Family Care Services
for families caring for those
at home. People may register
for this event by calling the
COA at 413-269-0100, exten-
sion 5 with name and number
attending.

Otis COA announce
March happenings

OTIS — Council on Aging
Director Karen Yvon announc-
es the upcoming March events.

The regular COA events
will continue on Mondays and
Wednesdays throughout the
month

Exercise class is every
Monday at 10:30 a.m. at the
COA center at Town Hall.
Wednesdays are food pantry
days from 9-11 a.m. People
should be sure to pick up their
items on time.

Mat Yoga is every
Saturday at 9:30 and Chair
Yoga is every Thursday at 10
a.m.

Brown Bag will be ready
for pickup on Friday, March

20 at 11 a.m. and again on
Wednesday, April 1.

A special event this month
is Wednesday, March 18 at
noon. This is a dessert pot luck
with Bob Kidd who is a retired
biology teacher. He will talk
about animal tracks and ani-
mal scat. And there will be a
Bingo game.

There are still a few
openings for the Joshua trip
May 12 to 14 to Lancaster,
Pennsylvania. If people have
any questions about any of the
COA programs or need assis-
tance, they may call either
Kendra Rybacki or Director
Yvon at the COA at 413-269-
0100.
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Greene Masonry

For All Your Stonework and Masonry Needs

Serving the Hilltowns & Western Mass

Owner:
Dana Greene

Location:
Serving the Hilltowns &
Western Massachusetts

Phone:
(508) 320-5258

Email:
dgtree818@gmail.com

How long have you been in business?

This is my 10th consecutive year in business,
with additional experience in the years before
that — including working alongside my father,
a stonemason, as a kid. Masonry has always
been a family craft, and Greene Masonry
continues that tradition today.

Tell us about your business:

Greene Masonry provides stone, brick, and
blockwork, as well as full masonry repair
services. Every project blends both structural
integrity and aesthetic design, ensuring the

finished work meets the client’s practical needs
and visual goals.

I take pride in the quality of my work, my
willingness to work within your price range,
and my commitment to clear communication
from start to finish.

Why do you enjoy your business?

I enjoy working in creative collaboration

with clients. Each project brings unique
opportunities and challenges, and I value the
problemsolving and craftsmanship that go into
making every job successful.
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Get to know

Gateway Farm & Pet

A Division of Granby Grain Inc.

Meet
Your
Merchants

We have ‘A Little Bit of Everything”

Location: 59 Russell Road
Huntington

Phone Number: 413-667-2279

Hours of Operation:
Mon.-Fri. 8am-5pm; Sat. 8am-4pm

Owners/Manager Name:
Tara Grenier/Nathan Grenier

How long have you been in business?
Established in 2006

What makes you stand out

from the competition?

We have you covered for all seasons’ tasks
and jobs at hand - gardening, grilling, caring
for pets, dressing appropriately, heating and
cooling your house; beginning a new hobby
like making maple syrup or starting spring
seeds. We offer a large selection of Carhartt,
Red Wing and Chippewa.

Describe your product or service.

In our inventory we include many unusual
gifts for all ages, as well as daily necessities.
We carry supplies for maintaining your car,
plumbing and wiring your home. We also
stock a large supply of lawn and garden

products including plants, chemicals, soils
and fertilizers. Be sure to come and check us
out for any item you might need, even if it
may not have been mentioned here.

Why do you enjoy this business?
We love working with the
customer - getting
to know them
personally, going
out of our way to
help them find what
they need. We hope
that we always give
them that helpful,
personal shopping
experience.

We deliver.

Get to know

Owners:
Leon and Joyce Ripley

Location:
794 Beech Hill Rd.,
Granville, MA

Phone Number:
413-357-8829

Website:
maplecornerfarm.com

How long have you owned the business?
Maple Corner Farm was founded in 1812.
Since then, the farm has passed though
eight generations of the Ripley family. Leon
and Joyce and their three sons have owned
and operated the farm since 1972.

Tell us about your business:

The farm produces hay, pure maple syrup
and maple products, pick your own
blueberries, and grass fed beef. In Mid
February through early April, the Maple
Sugar House is open to visitors. You can
watch the maple sap being made into
maple syrup. On weekends during maple
sugaring season, pancakes, french toast,

Maple Corner Farm

Meet
Your
Merchants

Maple

ﬁ . Col‘n erFarm

bacon, sausage, ham, and eggs are served
8:00am-1:00pm. Maple syrup, maple
candy, maple cream, and homemade jam,
jelly, fruit butters, and specialty foods

are available for sale year round at the
farm. Summertime brings Pick Your Own
Blueberries at our blueberry farm on
North Lane in Granville! During the winter
months we have cross country skiing and
snowshoeing.

Why do you enjoy your business?

We enjoy working outdoors with the
changing seasons. We enjoy and look
forward to meeting new customers and
visiting with our current regular customers.

Get to know

Meet
Your
Merchants

-3

Location:
Rte. 112, Huntington

Phone Number:
413-667-3426

Hours of Operation:
Mon.-Fri. 8am-6pm, Sat. 8am-4pm

Moltenbrey’s Market

NIBIRIENE S
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Owners/Manager Name:
Darryl Fisk

How long have you been in business?
40 plus years for Darryl.

Grandpa Frederick Moltenbrey bought
the business

from Earl Miller, who started

it in approx. 1910.

What makes you stand out

from the competition?

The only fully stocked, competitively
priced, grocery market in a

12-15 mile radius of Huntington.

Describe your product or service.
Handcut and fresh ground meats, hand-
seasoned and smoked kielbasa. We also
offer freshly made sandwiches, wraps,
soups and prepared meals to go. A full
display and selection of fresh fruits and
vegetables - often seasonal

and locally, organically grown.

Why do you enjoy this business?
People. For example for the past five

or six years at Christmas time an
anonymous customer gives to assist
anonymously those in need temporarily.
Grandfather started this tradition and it

continues.

Get to know

by Adams Realty

Location:
2 Packard Park (General Store)
Worthington, MA 01098

Phone Number: 413-238-0300
Cell Number: 413-205-7580

Website:
HilltownRealEstate.com

Hours of Operation:
By appointment only

Owner/Manager Name:
James D Adams

Agent: Amy Coyne
Agent: Erik O. Cubi

Hilltown Real Estate

How long have you been in business?
In business since 1995

What makes you stand out

from the competition?

Hilltown Real Estate by Adams Realty has
the knowledge and experience to handle the
unique challenges that affects buyers and

Meet
Your
Merchants

HILLTOWN REAL ESTATE

by Adams Realty

sellers in Hilltown property sales. Our years
of experience is what makes your real estate
transaction a smooth process.

Why do you enjoy this business?

What makes this business so enjoyable is being
a part of the towns community and working
closely with the families to better their lives.
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CAMP

from page 1

programming and opera-
tions. Despite having a good
understanding of the scout
camp’s infrastructure, they
have encountered a few big
surprises especially learning
that insurance on the place
will run $50,000 a year. The
Ashmere Project likely to
be renamed at some point,
given their new digs typical-
ly has a relatively low over-
head: almost all staff are
volunteers and much of their
operational costs and needs
have largely come from
donated goods and monies.

Palches said they will
start small this year and run
a two-week retreat to con-
tinue to serve the 30 friends,
with disabilities who have
taken part since 2022. Plans
include a volunteer orienta-
tion from June 24 to 26 and
hosting two one-week ses-
sions with some friends stay-
ing through for both weeks
from June 27 to July 5 and
then July 5 through July 11.
Volunteers will stay to start
the clean up from this open-
ing session on July 12.

A culminating event

MEET )y

each year is putting on a
play for families and the
public, which will take
place on July 10. They have
an arts grant to help cover
the costs of this piece, are
nailing down a site for the
performance, and figuring
out a way to rent wheelchair
accessible and regular vans
to get everyone to the the-
atre.

Long range, they plan
to expand the number of
weeks of programming and
the number of friends that
can take part, with an eye
to including adults, who
live locally Palches said.
Also in their long range
planning is opening up the
site to other groups for rent
as part of raising revenue.
Last winter, a group rent-
ed the grounds for a winter
hammock camping trip and
two of the volunteers will
be getting married at the
camp next summer. When
all repairs are made, Palches
believes the site will be able
to house up to 200 people
in a rustic setting. Moyers
also believes the site and

operational policies could be
in place to open up rentals
in 2027. “We really want to
serve Chesterfield and the
surrounding community and
have it open as much as pos-
sible,” Moyers said. “Our
future is bright.”

This is due in no small
part to an outpouring of local
support especially from the
town of Chesterfield. “This
is the friendliest town envi-
ronment I’ve ever encoun-
tered,” Palches said, adding
that Town Administrator
Brenda Lessard has been
incredibly helpful. Area
residents and even former
scouts have already started
pitching in, donating three
cords of firewood, plowing
at no cost and consulting
on how to repair a chimney
to name just a few contri-
butions. The Congregational
Church has donated a lunch
potluck for one of the work
days. As a token of thanks,
the Project plans to take part
in Chesterfield’s 4th of July
Parade.

They’ve also had help
and interest from groups

SWINGING
BRIDGE
AUCTION

Dave says, “If you find something you like, I'll sell it to you!”

SHOP AT OUR GALLERY!

We have something for everyone from Antiques to Estate Jewelry to
Collectibles, Architectural, Glass, Furniture, Décor, Fishing Lures/Rods,
Books, Records and More! Come look and seek out your treasure!
A walk through our gallery can keep you busy for a long time and
you will most likely find something you want or need!!

ALWAYS OPEN SATURDAYS, SUNDAYS BY CHANCE, WEEKDAYS
BY CHANCE OR BY APPOINTMENT! Call ahead and we will try to
accommodate you. Looking for something in particular give us a call.
Having trouble deciding whether to keep it, sell it or discard it?

We will be happy to help.

e
ANTIQUES
ESTATE SALES
AUCTIONS

ESTATE CLEAN OUTS - ESTATE LIQUIDATIONS - ESTATE SALES
AUCTIONS - ON SITE AUCTIONS (WHEN POSSIBLE)

Call for more information
Gallery 413-667-4163 or 413-207-1301

David Baillargeon Auctioneer Ma. Lic # AU0002755
Lori Baillargeon Coordinator - Gallery Sales, Estate Sales etc.

10 EAST MAIN STREET (RTE 112) HUNTINGTON, MASS. 01050
Website www.swingingbridgeauctions.com

like the UMASS Outdoor
Club and the Mass Office of
Outdoor Recreation, which
has granted funds to help
build inclusive trails that can
be independently managed
by more of the friends who
use wheelchairs.

“We’re excited to build
community with other orga-
nizations,” Palches said.

Call for volunteers

Now that they have a
site and schedule, the next
step is to continue repair-
ing the camp buildings and
to create the first stage of a
wheelchair accessible trail
system on the grounds.
One of the challenges is the
breadth of the property. As
a scout camp, it served hun-
dreds of scouts using circles
of tents over many acres,
separated by up to a half
mile trek to shared areas like
the dining hall.

A volunteer pool has
started forming and includes
some landscape design-
ers, who will help put in
the first accessible trail in
April. Many more people
are needed. Cabins need to

be repaired, cleaned, paint-
ed and brought up to code.
People with all kinds of
skills are welcome, as are
materials and tools. Anyone
willing to pick up and even
bring paint brushes, cleaning
supplies, rakes or carpentry
tools is welcome. There are
also plenty of ways for peo-
ple, who do not have special
construction skills to help.

While some work began
last fall, work weekends
are coming up beginning at
the end of March. Projects
include clearing brush and
debris, trail building, cabin
and building repairs, ramp
building, and general con-
struction. All activities will
culminate with final safe-
ty checks before the June
retreat.

Inclusive work week-
ends will begin on May
1 and run on alternating
weekends. Friends with dis-
abilities should come with
their own support people, if
needed. The project already
has some adaptive carpentry
equipment on hand.

There will be some

space available in cabins
for people to stay but this
would be more suitable for
those comfortable with rustic
camping. Anyone planning
to come to the area from out
of town wishing to stay in
a hotel or Air B&B should
book accommodations soon,
due to area college gradua-
tions in the spring.

The project also needs
donation both financial and
equipment. One significant
need for this year’s program
is for appliances and items to
equip the mess hall for large
scale cooking.

Anyone interested in
helping should sign up on
the “Get Involved” page
of the Project’s website by
visiting ashmereproject.
org. Everyone, who wants
to stay informed on prog-
ress should sign up for the
Ashmere Project’s news-
letter, also on the website.
Social media users can fol-
low The Ashmere Project
on Facebook and Instagram.
Questions may be emailed
to Palches through info@all-
outadventures.org.

| scdfion.

« We fix trailers

38 Russell Rd.
Huntington

Phone: 413-685-8015
Howrs: Mon.-Fri. 85 Sat. 812

Quner: Jon Groff :

We specialize in everything trailer related!

INTEGRITY

TRAILER

SALES & REPAIRS

« We sell and install aluminum truck bodies.
« We sell trailers; landscape, tilt-deck, dump, enclosed ctc.
We offer custom orders!
« Our storeis fully stocked with all your trailer needs. If we
don’t have it in stock, we'll order it in!
« We have alarge sclection of
outdoor poly furniture.

N CELLTECH

CALL/TEXT MARSHALL
(413) 271 0555

or visit our website for more
information:

SUNSETKENNELSMA.COM

LOD
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WE OFFER A WARM, SAFE, AND FRIENDLY ENVIRONMENT

WHILE YOU ARE AWAY. WITH MILES OF WINDING TRAILS &

A NEW FENCED IN AREA FOR OFF-LEASH PLAY, WE HAVE
CREATED THE ULTIMATE SPACE FOR YOUR PET!

BOTTOM

Local News
Coverage

From school schedules and community

resources to shopping and dining updates,
local coverage and event developments, 7
surround yourself with the trusted and accurate news X5
and information that matters most to you. \
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SCHOOLS & YOUTH

HRHS students
present ‘Oliver’

WORTHINGTON -
Hampshire Regional High
School performances of
the classic musical “Lionel
Bart’s Oliver” by Lional
Bart’s are Friday, March 13
and Saturday, March 14 at 7
p.m. and Sunday, March 15
at2 p.m.

All performances will
take place at the Hampshire
Regional High School
auditorium. The produc-
tion is directed by Myka
Plunkett and Nicole Tripp,
music directed by Graham
Christian and choreographed
by Engelbrecht. Students in

the cast range from grades
fifth-12.

Ticket prices are: $15
adults, $10 for seniors and
children under 18 and $5 for
Hampshire Regional High
School students and staff.
HRHS students and staff
can get $5 tickets by visiting
the main office. Tickets are
available by visiting GoFan
link:https:// gofan.co/app/
school/ MA23946, by call-
ing 413- 437-5582, emailing
hrh- stickets@gmail.com or
at the door. There is a service
fee for all tickets purchased
online.

Phoebe Bowser (left) looks on as Thomas Sullivan frames himself on Eamonn Hilnbrand shoulders

during a recent rehearsal.

GEF hosts annual trivia night

By Wendy Long
Correspondent

HUNTINGTON -The
Gateway Education
Foundation
announces its Q
fifth annu-

al trivia night :‘
fundraiser 3

on Saturday, W ¥y
March 21 \*‘L

at Blandford S

Town Hall, 1
Russell State Road,
Blandford.

Doors will open at 6
p-m. with the trivia contest
launching at 7 p.m. Tickets
are $25 per person (if com-
ing individually or in a small
group; A team of eight is
$175. Prizes will be awarded
for the winning team and for

ocﬁTl°~

the best table theme award.
There will also be raffles
for door prizes along with a
50/50 raffle.
Teams are
invited to bring
their own din-

&O
ners or food

c )

z and drinks.
g O Tables will

> compete i

3 pete in
o"'- rounds of
i trivia ques-

tions to take the

top prize. Since

it formed in 2012,
the Gateway Education
Foundation has funded over
125 “out-of-the-box™ learn-
ing opportunities totaling
over $119,000 for Gateway
students. Projects have
included literacy programs,
Model United Nations,

WESTFIELD

Alzheimer’s Support
Group meets March 25

WESTFIELD - The
Alzheimer’s Association
Support Group at Armbrook
Village will meet on
Wednesday, March 25 at 6
p-m. in the Armbrook Village
Senior Living and Memory
Support Community, 551
North Road.

Caregivers and fam-
ily members are invited to

enjoy light refreshments
and to share their personal
experiences and strategies
for communicating with
their loved ones. The pub-
lic is welcome. To join this
group, people may call 413-
568-0000 or email recep-
tion@armbrookvillage.com.
Groups are held on the last
Wednesday of the month.

robotics, band and choral
competition trips, elemen-
tary school musicals, sum-
mer reading programs, “One
School One Book” pro-
grams, visits from a porta-
ble planetarium, a visit from
the Mystic Aquarium Touch
Tank and even studying the
physics of roller coasters.

GEF funds unique
experiences that cannot be
covered through the school
budget. All of this is made
possible through their annu-
al trivia night and through
donations from the general
public.

People may visit
GatewayEducation
Foundation.org for more
information. A link for pur-
chasing tickets is on the
home page.

Tessa Niell and Charlotte Dunn rise above the swirling crowd during a scene in “Oliver.”

>

Apply Today!

Turley%

Publications, Inc,

A Sales Career That Helps
Our Community Thrive

Help our community’s small businesses thrive with
personalized and local advertising solutions.

] oin ouar team! Turley Publications is looking for

an outgoing, energetic person interested in selling advertising for our
12 community newspapers. The right candidate will assume an
established territory with a portfolio of customers.

You must be a self-starter with excellent communication and
organizational skills. Basic computer skills are required. Previous print
sales experience is preferred but we will train the right candidate.

Offering a competitive commission structure,

401k, and health plan.

Turley Publications

Local News & Community In Print & Online

Send resume & cover letter to:

Jamie Joslyn

24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069

Email: jamie@turley.com

* Produce
news and/or
feature stories
of local interest
for various towns
and cities.

* Must be dependable,
professional
and able to meet
strict deadlines.

* Salary based on

a flat rate by story and photo.

HELP WANTED

EXPERIENCED
WRITERS &
JOURNALISTS

' /Turley?)

Publications, Inc

www.turley.com

Send writing
samples with
resume to:

GREG SCIBELLI

24 Water Street
Palmer, MA 01069
or email directly to:
gscibelli@turley.com
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OBITUARIES

Feb. 19, 1935 —
Feb. 21, 2026

Rosemary
“Mimi” Salvini
Caputo, 91,
passed away
on Feb. 21,
2026, at the Life
Care Center of
Rhea County,
Tennessee. Born in Chester,
Massachusetts, she was
the daughter of Alfred and
Margaret (Sturgeon) Salvini.
On May 12, 1956, she mar-
ried Joseph Caputo and later
settled in Huntington, where
she spent most of her life.

From an early age,
Rosemary showed determi-
nation and independence.
After graduating from
Chester High School, she
put herself through busi-
ness school and went on
to work for many years in

Harriet Kelso
Gilman, Hampden County,
Massachusetts’ oldest citi-
zen, passed away on Jan. 9,
2026. She was 104 years old.

In 2015, Mrs. Gilman
was preceded in death by
her husband of 72 years,
US Army Col. (Ret.) James
Wilbur Gilman. Together,
the couple lived a military
life of service for 25 years.
They were stationed around
the United States and in post-
WWII Europe, before they
“retired” back to the beloved
Kelso Homestead Farm in
the Berkshire Mountains of
Massachusetts. It was there
that Harriet Phyllis Kelso
had been born to Leon
Joseph Kelso and Elizabeth
Miller Kelso on June 3,
1921. She was the sixth gen-
eration of Kelsos to live on
the farm, which had been
established by Revolutionary
War Captain John Kelso in
1779. Harriet’s older brother,
John Higgins Kelso, died in
2002.

Young Harriet attend-
ed the one-room school in
Chester Center for grades
1 through 8, and graduated
from Chester High School in
1939. As a rural youth, she
was active with leadership in
4-H Club work and at local
fairs. She then was accept-
ed to Massachusetts State

Rosemary Salvini Caputo, 91

Springfield as a
proofreader and
data entry typist
for accounting
firms. She also
pursued several
entrepreneurial
ventures, includ-
ing catering and
securing a patent
for snowmobile
hand protectors, which she
later produced, marketed and
ultimately sold along with
the business. She was never
one to sit still for very long.
Her drive and creativity
extended into her life with
Joe. Together, they shared
a passion for building and
restoring homes. Rosemary
also enjoyed a success-
ful career in Hilltown Real
Estate. After being wid-
owed in 2009, she retired
to their winter home in St.
Petersburg, Florida. There,

College, now the University
of Massachusetts and grad-
uated in 1943 with a B.S.
in home economics. While
at college, Harriet met fel-
low student Jim Gilman, an
ROTC cadet and football
player. Upon graduation,
Jim was commissioned a
2nd Lt. Cavalry officer in the
Regular Army.

They married in 1943,
and his young bride followed
him to various Army posts
during his training. Son
James was born in 1944,
days before they parted when
Jim sailed to England for
assignment to his wartime
unit.

Harriet and 19-month
old Jimmy departed for
war ravaged Nuremberg,
Germany in 1946. They
sailed on one of the first
ships of dependents able to
join their husbands in the
Army of Occupation. Jim
became executive officer of
the Army battalion headquar-
tered inside the Nuremberg
Palace of Justice, respon-
sible for conduct of the
“Nuremberg Trials” for lead-
ers of the Nazi regime.

Because of Jim’s role,
Harriet got a first-hand view
of history in the making. She
was able to visit the court-
room as the most notori-
ous Nazi leaders were tried

she embraced a life sur-
rounded by friends, sun-
shine, the beach and her
flower filled gardens.

She loved her home
and her cat and spent count-
less hours creating beauty
through gardening, decorat-
ing and painting. Everything
she touched reflected her
unmistakable style. In 2024,
she relocated to Tennessee to
be closer to family.

Affectionately known
as “Mimi,” Rosemary will
be lovingly remembered by
her children, Jeffrey Michael
Caputo (Monica) and Leslie
Anne DeCloedt (Derek
DeCloedt) and her cher-
ished grandchildren Ian and
Evan DeCloedt and Kelly
and Jonathan Caputo. She
is also survived by her sis-
ter, Phyllis Anne Donovan
of Meriden, Connecticut.
She was predeceased by her

beloved husband of 53 years,
Joseph.

Those who knew her
will remember “Mimi” for
her strength, determination,
and joyful spirit. She poured
her heart and soul into
everything she pursued, and
her vibrant personality drew
people to her throughout
her life. Her absence will be
deeply felt by her family and
the many friends she made
along the way.

Rosemary will
be laid to rest beside
Joseph in St. Thomas
Catholic Cemetery in
Huntington, Massachusetts.
Arrangements are being
handled by the Graham
Hilltown Community
Funeral Home. A grave-
side service will be held in
the spring for family and
friends. Date and time to be
announced.

Harriet Kelso Gilman, 104

for their crimes
against humani-
ty during WWIIL.
After returning to
the U.S. in 1947,
the family relo-
cated to northern
Virginia and son
Lee was born.
The Army soon
moved them to Ft.
Knox, Kentucky and then Ft.
Leavenworth, Kansas before
they returned to Virginia in
1954.

Now, Harriet had the
opportunity to achieve some
of her goals. She earned her
Elementary School Teacher’s
certificate from George
Washington University
in 1956 and did master’s
work at the University of
Maryland. She taught ele-
mentary school and home
economics for 15 years in
Fairfax County, Virginia.
The family was posted to
Orleans, France in 1957.

Harriet spoke rudimen-
tary French and enjoyed
visiting wives of Americans
stationed there, many of
whom were homesick living
in neighborhoods where few
spoke English. The next year
Jim was promoted to com-
mander of a tank battalion
and the family moved to an
Army combat command in
Gelnhausen, Germany.

Here, Harriet
devoted herself to
boosting morale
of the officers’
wives by orga-
nizing receptions,
social events, and
outings. They
moved back to
northern Virginia
in 1960, where
Harriet resumed teaching
home economics.

Just as in her early mar-
riage days, Harriet was again
on her own when Jim was
posted to Cam Ranh Bay,
Vietnam in 1966 and to
Huntsville, Alabama in 1968.
In 1974, Harriet returned to
Kelso Homestead Farm to
care for her widowed mother.
There, she and her husband
began planting a blueberry
orchard.

Harriet immersed her-
self in local affairs, serv-
ing as deacon of the First
Congregational Church of
Chester, as a member of
the National and Chester
Bicentennial Committees,
as a library trustee, and as a
Noble Hospital (Westfield)
volunteer.

Perhaps most notewor-
thy, she also was a mem-
ber of the “Hopefully Well
Affected” Club in Westfield.
In 2014, Jim and Harriet
moved together to Armbrook

PUBLIC NOTICES

DEATH NOTICES

CAPUTO, ROSEMARY SALVINI

Died Feb. 21, 2026
Graveside service in spring, date to be announced

GILMAN, HARRIET KELSO

Died Jan. 9, 2026
Celebration of Life June 13 at 10:30 a.m.
First Congregational Church of Chester,
334 Skyline Drive, Chester
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OBITUARY POLICY

obits @turley.com.

Turley Publications offers two types of obituaries.

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing the name of
deceased, date of death and funeral date and place.

The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $275, which
allows families to publish extended death notice information
of their own choice (with a word limit of up to 500 words)
and may include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid
Obituaries should be submitted through a funeral home to:

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.

Village, a Westfield retire-
ment community where they
lived until the respective
end of their days. During
the Armbrook years, as
always, Harriet developed a
cadre of friends and admir-
ers. Armbrook made her an
ambassador to welcome new
residents, drawing on the
quintessential joy and caring
heart that made her a natural
hostess for everyone.
Shortness of breath in
early January caused Harriet
to be admitted to Noble
Hospital on Jan. 9, 2026.
Her condition declined as
the day faded. As midnight
approached, Harriet heard
blessings and love expressed
by three generations of her
family, either at her side or
by phone. Then she closed
her eyes and was gone.
Harriet is survived by
her two sons, James Gilman
(Betsy), Albuquerque, New
Mexico and Lee Gilman
(Rebecca), Charlotte, North
Carolina. She is also sur-
vived by grandchildren
Chad Gilman (Laurie),
Denver, Colorado; Connor
Gilman, Prescott, Arizona;
Adam Gilman (Luisiana),
Parker, Colorado; Annie
Gilman Luis (Matthew), San
Antonio, TX; Seth Gilman
(Megan), Albuquerque,
NM; Michelle Giammarco

Cohen (Jason), Oak Park,
Illinois; Jackson Gilman
(Lauren), Lakeland,
Tennessee. Her great-grand-
children are Grant Gilman,
Denver, Colorado; William
and Henry Gilman, Parker,
Colorado; James and Kinsley
Luis, San Antonio, Texas;
Elliot and Oliver Gilman,
Albuquerque, New Mexico;
Jonah Cohen, Ann Arbor,
Michigan; Ben Cohen,
Boston; Emmett, King and
Talia Gilman, Lakeland,
Tennessee.

In addition to family,
Pastor Miriam Howland,
Harriet’s dearest friend, was
with her throughout her final
hours. Harriet asked family
to remember how Miriam
was very much like a sister,
checking on her daily for
over 30 years, helping her
with local needs and keeping
her sons informed between
their visits.

The Gilman family
is being served by Firtion
Adam Funeral Home,
Westfield. Interment will
be private. A Celebration of
Life will be held on June 13,
2026, at 10:30 a.m. at First
Congregational Church of
Chester, 334 Skyline Trail,
Chester, MA 01011. A recep-
tion will follow the service.
Memorials can be made to
the church.

LEGAL NOTICE
TOWN OF HUNTINGTON
ZONING
BOARD OF APPEALS
PUBLIC HEARING

The Zoning Board of Appeals
(ZBA) of the Town of Hunting-
ton will hold a public hearing on
Thursday, March 19, 2026 be-
ginning at 6:30 pm in Stanton
Hall.

The Public Hearing is sched-
uled for 6:30 pm for the one year
evaluation of the Special Permit
Application of Jonathan Groff
of 38 Russell Road to operate
a new trailer sales, repair, parts
and rental business (including
U-Haul franchise)at 38 Rus-
sell Road (former Smith’s Sled
Shop), Huntington, Parcel # H3-
28-0.

The Special Permit Applica-
tion will be available to view by
appointment in the office of the
Selectboard during regular busi-

ness hours, as well as at the Pub-

lic Hearing.
ZONING BOARD
OF APPEALS
TOWN OF HUNTINGTON

03/05, 03/12/2026

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampden Probate
and Family Court
50 State Street
Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758
Docket No.
HD26P0447EA
Estate of:
David B Alward
Date of Death: 02/09/2026
CITATION ON PETITION
FOR FORMAL
ADJUDICATION
To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Pro-
bate of Will with Appointment

PUBLIC NOTICES
ARE NOW ONLINE

1 Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by

newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’
public notice web site to search all notices in
Massachusetts newspapers.

Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon,
Fridays noon for Monday holidays.

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

of Personal Representative has
been filed by James R Alward
of Easton, CT requesting that
the Court enter a formal Decree
and Order and for such other re-
lief as requested in the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that
James R Alward of Easton,
CT be appointed as Personal
Representative(s) of said estate
to serve Without Surety on the
bond in unsupervised adminis-
tration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

You have the right to obtain
a copy of the Petition from
the Petitioner or at the Court.
You have a right to object to
this proceeding. To do so, you
or your attorney must file a
written appearance and ob-
jection at this Court before:
10:00 a.m. on the return day
of 04/08/2026. This is NOT a
hearing date, but a deadline by
which you must file a written
appearance and objection if
you object to this proceeding.
If you fail to file a timely writ-
ten appearance and objection
followed by an affidavit of ob-
jections within thirty (30) days
of the return day, action may
be taken without further notice
to you.

UNSUPERVISED
ADMINISTRATION
UNDER THE
MASSACHUSETTS
UNIFORM PROBATE

A Personal Representative
appointed under the MUPC in
an unsupervised administra-
tion is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts
with the Court. Persons inter-
ested in the estate are entitled
to notice regarding the ad-

ministration directly from the
Personal Representative and
may petition the Court in any
matter relating to the estate,
including the distribution of
assets and expenses of admin-
istration.

WITNESS, Hon. Claudine
T. Stoudemire, First Justice of
this Court.

Date: March 03, 2026
Rosemary A Saccomani,
Register of Probate
03/12/2026

LEGAL NOTICE
TOWN OF HUNTINGTON
PLANNING BOARD
PUBLIC HEARINGS

The Planning Board of the
Town of Huntington will hold
2 public hearings on Monday,
March 23, 2026 beginning
at 6:00 pm in Stanton Hall for
changes to the Huntington Zon-
ing Bylaw, according to MGL
Chapter 40A, Section 5.

The first Public Hearing will
include 1) Adding a definition
for Large Scale Ground Mounted
Commercial Solar installations
to Section LF. Abbreviations &
Definitions, 2) Adding language
to Section IV.T. ...Solar Bylaw...
Large-Scale  Ground-Mounted
Solar Photovoltaic Installations
to clarify the power source al-
lowed for such commercial in-
stallations, 3) Changing Section
V. Special Permits to specify
most “Use” Special Permits to
expire (and require renewal) in
five (5) years, rather than the cur-
rently specified four (4) years.

The second Public Hearing
will begin at 6:15 pm and will
cover changes voted in favor
of at the 2025 ATM, but which
may need to be voted again at the

2026 ATM because of potential
procedural deficiencies in 2025
required by MGL Chapter 40A,
Section 5. These changes are: 1)
Removing page numbers from
the Header of the Zoning By-
law, leaving page numbers in the
Footer, 2) Numerous revisions
and additions, including a new
Section 1.V.S: Accessory Dwell-
ing Unit Bylaw (ADU) to replace
the now obsolete Section L.V.S:
Accessory Family Dwelling Unit
Bylaw (AFDU) required by the
Affordable Homes Act, Chapter
150, Sections 7 and 8 of the Acts
of 2024 by the Commonwealth
of Massachusetts. Replacing that
bylaw also requires changing
Section L.F. Definitions and Sec-
tions IV.B.1b. and IV.B.1e. under
“Residential Uses”, 3) Minor re-
visions to Section IV.I. Signs, to
clarify original intent of former
changes and 4) Minor revisions
to Section V. Special Permits, to
clarify original intent of former
changes. All text changes will be
available for review at the Public
Hearing and at Town Hall by ap-
pointment only during regular
business hours (Monday-Thurs-
day 10-3).
PLANNING BOARD
TOWN OF HUNTINGTON

03/05, 03/12/2026

TOWN OF HUNTINGTON
Public Hearing
Wednesday, March 25, 2026
5:00 PM
Town Hall
24 Russell Road, Huntington
Proposed FY26 CDBG
Application

The Town of Huntington, in
association with the Pioneer Val-
ley Planning Commission, will
conduct a public hearing regard-

ing the FY26 Community Devel-
opment Block Grant Program.
The hearing will take place
at 5:00 PM on Wednesday,
March 25th, 2026, in person
at the Town Hall, 24 Russell
Road, Huntington, MA 01050.
If the meeting is cancelled due
to inclement weather, the hear-
ing will take place during the re-
scheduled Selectboard meeting.

The public is encouraged to
attend this hearing to discuss the
town’s FY26 application to the
Massachusetts Executive Office
of Housing and Livable Commu-
nities for up to $950,000 in avail-
able Community Development
Block Grant Funds. All persons
with questions or comments re-
garding the grant application will
have an opportunity to be heard.
Those unable to attend can send
written comments to the Hun-
tington Selectboard, 24 Russell
Road, PO Box 430, Huntington,
MA 01050, Attn: Jennifer Pelo-
quin.

The Town is encouraging in-
put on community needs and
projects which would benefit
from grant funding. Projects cur-
rently being considered include
the phase I construction of the
Blandford Hill Infrastructure
Improvement Project. Additional
projects may be discussed and
may be included in the grant ap-
plication.

Persons who require special
accommodation for the hearing
should contact the town at least
one week prior to the hearing
date at (413) 512-5200. For fur-
ther information contact Sarah
Maroney at PVPC at (413) 781-
6045 or smaroney @pvpc.org.
03/05, 03/12/2026
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12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS |

SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES

A TURLEY PUBLICATION 1 www.turley.com

COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE

Call us at 413.283.8393

FIREWOOD WANTED!
CASH for ALWAYS BUYING CHAMELEON
Freshf:ltrt‘:g(ﬁ&gzs 0 » Machinist tools, power tools . PAINTING & REMODELING
pilt 5220 & Snap on. _ ) Musical instruments, guitars, horns,
Season(;(?l iUtg spll(tj $325.00 « Electronics & Audio Equipment. keyboards, vintage electronics, jew- INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
ardwood. * Sports Cards. | i tch ilit: - 1
Tree length available * 70s/80s/90s Toys. :Sr ysggLTss ,mvgncorzz,i"rg I I;:tr ysf:r?:gr Re m Od e I n g &

*Also have seasoned softwood
for outdoor boilers (Cheap).
Quality & volumes guaranteed!!
New England Forest Products
(413)477-0083

* Antiques & Collectibiles.
Much, much more!

Call/Text Sam
413-531-5381

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central

Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood
Furnace. EPA Certified. Titanium Stainless
Steel. $2K Tax Credit. Call (508)882-

WANTED TO BUY

signs, automotive, hunting, advertis-
ing, radios, ham radio equipment,

Deck Specialists

audio equipment, toys, one item or Residential/Commercial
entire estate. Fully Insured e Free Estimates
Call Paul 413-206-8688 413-351-1147

A B Hauling and
Removal Service

2*%*x¥xxx%] & B HOUSEHOLD

REMOVAL SERVICE*******
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates.
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell
(413)222-8868.

0178

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs,
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys,
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware,
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks,
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive,
fire department, masonic, license
plates, beer cans, barware, books,
oil cans, advertising tins,hunting,
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

MISCELLANEOUS

MILLING, TURNING, GRINDING,
TOOLS. Tools inspection, tools granite
surface plates, red head spindles and
more. CERA BIDE GRINDING, 34
Front Street, Indian Orchard, 413-
543-1227.

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES

FRIDAY AT NOON

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Handyman Services

“Walker

Home Improvement

Finish Carpentry *
Framing  Drywall »
Painting * & more!

2026
TAX TIME | __

CHANTEL BLEAU
ACCOUNTING SERVICES

For Full Accounting & Tax Service
Registered Tax Return Preparer

228 West St., Ware, MA 01082

413-967-8364

The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer.
For more information on tax preparers go to irs.gov.

Call For An
Appointment

PROVIDER

Personal & Small Business Federal & All States
=S FAAE L4

PREPARATION SERVICE
A413-34.8-2279

-
>

IRS Certified Tax Preparers
Independently owned and operated. Over 25 years experience.

2

1622 B North Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069
www.FastTax-MA.com
Free E-File & Direct Deposit

588 Center Street
Ludlow, MA 01056
www.ajefinancial.com

(413)589-1671

Personal, Business, Corporate and Partnership Tax Filing

Bookkeeping and Accounting Services
Trusted Experts Since 1995

Call your local Turley Publications
sales representative for information and
rates on advertising your tax service here!

413-283-8393

Call Your Local Turley Publications Sales Representative For Information And Rates On Advertising Your Tax Service Here

CALL 413-283-8393 TO PLACE YOUR AD TODAY!

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging.
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls.
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

BUILT 'N POWERED. Serving all your
electrical and construction needs. Fully
insured and licensed. Free estimates. 10%
Senior and Veteran’s discounts. Call Tom
413-472-4104. Electrical Lic. #56789/
CLS Lic. #104505

LICENSED ELECTRICIAN

| offer good quality electrical work,
no project too small. Service upgrades,
pools, trustworthy, dependable & insured.
Master Elec. #20773A.
Text/call Luis 413-218-3301.

HEATING &
AIR COND.

NO HEAT? Taking no heat calls — Oil and
Gas, AC service also. 413-222-2904
Bobby.

HOME
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENT
SPECIALIST
Decks, porches, repair service, roofing
and siding contractor.
Tim 413-563-2229.
Licensed/insured. 35 year
construction supervisor.

LANDSCAPING

A+ ROZELL'S
LANDSCAPING &
BOBCAT SERVICE

Excavator Services
Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured
Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

Read your local
newspaper online at
www.newspapers.turley.com

et
(SROOKFIELD

BROOKFELD

BRNFELD

STURBRIDGE

- M

Suburban

Residential
Circulation:
59,000

WILBRAHAM

GREAT VALUE!

MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069  DEADLINES: FRIDAY AT NOON
or call: 413-283-8393
: OH Quabbin ——
1 2 3 4 Village Hills
Circulation:
5 6 7 8 m 50,500
9 10 1 12 %@&
13 14 15 16 ﬁ%ﬁﬁ
17 18 19 20 Base Price q&
21 Betaoe | 22 Bsgarne | 23 Beserreg| 24 B0 mn
25 Basg&igg 26 Bas;;g;_igg 27 Basl;g?gg 28 Basg&?zs Hi"towns
Circulation: 9,800
29 e | 30 s 31 | 32 T
All Three ZONES for $26.00
3 B | 34 Bty | 39 e | for 20 words plus 50¢ for
each additional word.
¥ Bastaasy | 38 Beseiuge| 39 Bastaso| 40 A
Name: Phone:
Address:
Town: State: Zip:
Number of Weeks: X per week rate = $
Credit Card: 1 MasterCard dVISA 1 Discover 1 Cash d Check#
Card #: Exp. Date Cvwv
Amount of charge: Date: Make checks payable to Turley Publications
OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR
THE PRICE OF ONE!

MASONRY

STOP WET
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING
All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790.
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING

PRO PAINTING
Low, low prices. All phases interior, exte-
rior painting and wallpapering. Also minor
carpentry.

413-310-5099.

PLUMBING

GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING &
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations,
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen &
Bath remodeling. 30 years experience.
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505

RUBBISH
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned,
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed. Family owned/
operated since 1950 (413)537-5090

TREE WORK

AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove
them before the wind takes them down.
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

STUMP GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936

CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

GERMAN SHEPHERD PUPS. Champi-
on Czech and Belgian bloodlines. 30 years
experience. 3M, 2F. Ready, w/shots. Now
$1,200. 413-218-2321

The Town of Oakham is
seeking an experienced certified
municipal TOWN CLERK.

10 hours a week. $31.82 -$40.30 depend-
ing on experience.

Email admin@oakham-ma.gov for a
full job description and town employment
application.

The Town of Oakham is seeking
an experienced working
HIGHWAY SUPERINTENDENT.

The Highway Superintendent serves as
the working department head responsible
for the planning, administration, and day-
to-day operations of the Town’s Highway
department. Pay rate is $31.82 — $40.30/hr
depending on experience.

Email admin@oakham-ma.gov for a
full job description and town employment
application.

FOR RENT

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act,
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or
intention to make any such preference,
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not
knowingly accept any advertising for real
estate which is in violation of the law. All
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal
opportunity basis.
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MIDDLEFIELD

Middlefield to hold annual caucus March 25

MIDDLEFIELD - The
town of Middlefield will
hold their annual caucus on
Wednesday, March 25 from
4-8 p.m. at the Middlefield
Town Hall, 188 Skyline
Trail.

The following positions
are to be on the caucus bal-
lot. If any registered voter in

Middlefield is interested in
running for one of the posi-
tions, they should send a
letter of intent to the Town
Clerk on Monday, March 23
at noon. They may send a let-
ter of intent in person at the
Town Clerk’s Office, by mail
to: Middlefield Town Clerk,
P.O. Box 265, Middlefield,

MA 01243 or by email at
Middlefield.clerk @ gmail.
com.

Positions on the cau-
cus ballot are Select Board
one position three year
term, Board of Assessors one
position for three year term,
Cemetery Commission one
position for three year term,

WORTH

Library Trustee one position
for three year term, Finance
Committee one position
for one year term, Finance
Committee one position for
three year term, Planning
Board two positions for
three year terms and Town
Moderator one position for
one year term.

NGTON

Council on Aging
lists lunch menu

MIDDLEFIELD - The
Middlefield Council on
Aging announces the senior
lunch menu for Wednesday,
March 19.

The menu is a choice

of cheese and chive quiche
or spaghetti with meat
sauce and Brussel sprouts,
garlic bread, chilled pears
and St. Patrick’s Day cake.
Bingo will follow lunch.

COA

WORTHINGTON
— The take out lunch spon-
sored by Council on Aging
and Highland Valley Elder
Services, take out meal on
Thursday, March 19 from
noon-1 p.m. with pick
up at the Town Hall, 160
Huntington Road.

The menu will be cheese
and chive quiche or salmon

with dill sauce with steamed
rice, zucchini, corn casse-
role and gelatin. To reserve
a meal, seniors should call
or text 413-238-1999 by
Friday, March 13 and give
their name, number of meals,
the name of the person also
receiving the meal, and their
meal choice.

New enrollee forms are

Ists March 19 lunch

available at the Town Hall
bulletin Board and the COA
bulletin board at Corners
Grocery. They can also fill
one out when they come to
pick up their meal. Seniors
should bring a bag with then
to carry their meals to the
car. People may call Phyllis
Dassatti at 413-238-5962 if
they have any questions.

Rod and Gun Club holds raffle

WORTHINGTON - The
Worthington Rod and Gun
Club will be holding a raffle
with two hand made pieces
made and donated by two of
their members.

Elodi McBride has hand
pieced and quilted a beauti-
ful piece she calls “Fields of
Shamrocks,” an Irish lap or
twin size quilt. This is the

second quilt she has donat-
ed to the club. The second
piece in the raffle is an amaz-
ing hand turned cherry bowl
with mahogany and walnut lid
made and donated by member
John Marge. Marge has donat-
ed many pieces to benefit the
club.

There will be two draw-
ings and the first winner will

choose their prize. Drawing
will be done at their annu-
al corned beef dinner on
Saturday, March 14. People do
not need to be present as pref-
erence of prize will be writ-
ten on their ticket. Donation is
$10 per ticket. People may call
Vicki for tickets at 413-667-
0085 or inquire with any club
member.

THIS WEEK'S HOROSGOPES

GLUES ACROSS

1. Blockchain-based
entity

4. Awoolen cap of
Scottish origin

7. Painted with glue

12. Legendary crooner

15. Structure made with
strips of wood

16. Tropical fruits

18. Commercial

19. Comedienne
Gasteyer

20. The Ocean State

21. Ancient Scot

24, Basics

27. Stated propositions

30. Scottish island group

31. Expression of
annoyance

33. Large tree

34. Engine additive

35. Conspiracy

37. Drunkard

39. Someone who is
morally reprehensible

41. Ancient Syrian city

42. Mild yellow Dutch

people

44, Carry (slang)

47. Sweet potato

48. European river

49. The Golden State
50. Windy City ballplayer
52. New Testament

53. Possess spiritually
56. A treeless grassy

disease

down

plain
61. Popular historical devices
novel 14, Swiss river

63. In a law-abiding way
64. A place to sleep

4. Occupant
5. Member of Great Plains

6. Social media firm

cheese made in balls 7. Digital audiotape

8. Midway between gast
and southeast

9. Chronic, progressive

10. Chinese lute

11. Not wet

12. Moves wings up and
13. Communication

17. Female sibling
22. Receive

difficulty

29. Bicycle manufacturer

32. Traditional rhythmic
pattern

36. Fugitives are on it

38. Bitter-tasting organic
substance

40. Die

43. Matched

44, Literary genre __-fi

45, Cannot

46. Pounded

51. British rock group

54. Debt relief order

55. 2006 NL Cy Young
winner

56. Green vegetable

57. Tough outer skin of

65. Criticize 23. Relating to a type fruit
24. General's assistant 58. __ Spumante (Italian
CGLUES DOWN (abbr.) wine)
1. Impression in a surface  25. Steep bank 59. Ailments
2. Computer language 26. Taxi driver 60. Famed singer Charles
3. Relating to the ear 28. Moves into without 62. Camper

ARIES

Mar 21/Apr 20

A collaboration brings
out your best side, Ar-
ies. Someone else’s
strengths may comple-
ment your drive right
now. You'll get a lot of
things done this week.

TAURUS

Apr 21/May 21

Your patience pays off
in a relationship, Tau-
rus. A long-term goal
you share with a part-
ner starts to move into
the planning stages this
week. Enjoy the excite-
ment ahead.

GEMINI

May 22/Jun 21

Gemini, joyful news ar-
rives via a friend in the
next few days. Celebrate
the successes of oth-
ers, as your own turn
for good news is right
around the corner.

CANCER

Jun 22/Jul 22

This week you may have
the opportunity to find
beauty in small things,
Cancer. A simple walk or
a quiet meal with a loved
one can bring about
peace and insight.

LEO

Jul 23/Aug 23

You are the life of the
party right now, Leo.
Your warmth draws
people to you, making
this a great time for net-
working. A job offer may
come from your efforts.

VIRGO

Aug 24/Sept 22

An act of kindness you
performed recently may
come back to you in
surprising ways, Virgo.
The universe will reward
your generous spirit. You
may continue to pay it
forward.

LIBRA

Sept 23/0ct 23

Figure out the perfect
middle ground between
work responsibilities and
fun this week, Libra. If
you delegate some of
your tasks, you may free
up time for personal en-
joyment.

SCORPIO

Oct 24/Nov 22

Scorpio, optimism is your
guiding light this week.
Your “can-do” attitude
may inspire others who
cross your path in the
days to come. Lots will
get done in little time.

SAGITTARIUS
Nov 23/Dec 21

Deep conversations may
lead to a breakthrough,
Sagittarius. You might
start to  understand
someone else or a sit-
uation on a whole new
level.

CAPRICORN

Dec 22/Jan 20
Capricorn, financial sta-
bility is something you
should carefully consid-
er this week. A smart
decision you made in the
past may not be the best
way to continue forward.

AQUARIUS

Jan 21/Feb 18

Aquarius, you may feel
a strong draw toward
community or giving
back this week. Helping
out a neighbor will bring
you satisfaction, or you
can volunteer.

PISCES

Feb 19/Mar 20

It’s important to trust
your intuition, Pisces.
This is leading you to-
ward a very happy co-
incidence by the end of
the week. Someone spe-
cial becomes involved.

WESTFIELD
AUTO PARTS mc

N
CARQUEST
™

AUTO PARTS
& SUPPLIES
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Here's How It Works:
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine

3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each
row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row,
column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will
appear by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The

more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

Fun By The
Numbers

Like puzzles?
Then you'll love
sudoku. This
mind-bending
puzzle will have
you hooked from
the moment you
square off, so
sharpen your
pencil and put
your sudoku
savvy to the test!

Call “DALE”

NATIONALLY ADVERTISED MERCHANDISE FOR ALL MAKES & MODELS

WHOLESALE RETAIL

* Complete Auto Machine Shop Service  Engine Rebuilding Of All Kinds
% Authorized Caterpillar Hydraulic Hose Dealer * Hydraulic Hoses
8-12 BIRGE AVE., WESTFIELD

Dial 568-8944 o 568-1611 FaAx # 568-1554

Now stocking
Car Quest
Filters made
by WIX,
Amalie Oil,
Bailing Twine
&
Tractor Parts
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MER CA‘MP

.bs Check Out These Great Camps!

~

U

The benefits of attending summer camp

Summer camp is some-
thing akin to a rite of pas-
sage for millions of young-
sters each year. Many adults
look back fondly on their
experiences at summer
camp, often crediting such
times as formative periods
in their lives.

Summer camp benefits
children in myriad ways.
Recognition of the many
advantages of attending
summer camp can Serve as
a great reminder of just how
fun it can be for children to
spend their time away from
school at a camp of their
choosing.

e Campers continue to
socialize throughout sum-

mer. Socializing isn’t just

for the school year. While
children in high school
might be  independent

enough to come and go with
their friends during summer
break, kids who are still in
elementary school or mid-
dle school might not be old
enough to handle such free-
dom. That can make it hard
to stay in touch with friends,
which in turn can contribute
to feelings of boredom and
loneliness. Camp provides
ample opportunities for
young children to socialize
during a time of year when
they might not see their
school friends as often as
they’re used to.

summer@HCC

* Campers can expand
their horizons. Though
some summer camps are
exclusive to residents of
certain communities, many
tend to feature children
from numerous towns or
municipalities. Such camps
provide an opportunity for
campers to expand their
horizons by engaging with
youngsters who come from
different backgrounds. In-
deed, the Graduate School
of Education at Harvard
University notes that sum-
mer camp may be the first
time children spend substan-
tial amounts of time with
people whose backgrounds
differ from their own.

Holyoke Community College

Save your spot and register
today for summer fun!

Check out our adult enrichment
courses, too! hcc.edu/bcs

E%[E
TEeN:
EAE

July 27-31, Minecraft Designers (ages 8-10, 11-14)

August 3-7, Python Programmers (ages 8-10, 11-14)

July 20-24, Make Your First Video Game (ages 8-10, 11-14)
July 13-17, ROBLOX Coders (ages 8-10, 11-14)
July 6-10 and 13-17, Fun Bites with Chef Swanigan (ages 9-16)
July 20-24 and 27-31, Around the world with
Chef Swanigan (ages 9-16)

July 6-10 and 13-17, Cooking without Borders with
Chez Vargas-Gonzalez (ages 9-16)

July 20-24 and 27-31, Passport to Flavors with
Chef Vargas-Gonzalez (ages 9-16)

HOLYOKE
COMMUNITY
COLLEGE

Summer Youth Programs
for Ages 8-16

* Camp can get Kkids
off their devices. Modern
children are growing up in
a digital world, and parents
know how hard it can be to
get kids to put down their
devices and get outdoors.
But the key to making that
pivot could be access to out-
door play spaces. A 2025
study from researchers at
the University of Michi-
gan published in the jour-
nal Health and Place found
that efforts to reduce kids’
screen time are more suc-
cessful when children are
given a chance to play out-
side. Many summer camps
are structured around out-
door play, making them a

potentially invaluable ally as
parents seek to help children
cut back on the time they
spend using their devices.
Children who do not attend
camp and live in households
where both parents work or
in single-parent households
where Mom or Dad works
may be forced to spend
much of summer indoors,
which could increase the
frequency with which they
turn to devices to occupy
their time.

e Camp adds structure
to summer days. Once a
school year ends, the struc-
ture a school day provides
vanishes into thin air. Cou-
ple that with extracurricular

activities that go on hiatus
during summer vacation,
and kids accustomed to
structure are left with little
to do and no need to sched-
ule their time. That can add
an aimlessness to summer
days. Camp can provide
the structure kids are ac-
customed to but still offer a
break from responsibilities
like homework or the com-
mitments required of extra-
curricular activities.

There’s no shortage of
benefits to enrolling young-
sters in summer camp, where
kids can socialize, grow and
get off their devices while
engaged in structured but
stress-free activities.

PATHFINDER TECH 2026

SUMMER YOUTH ENRICHMENT PROGRAM

REGISTRATION
OPENS S8AM
APRIL 1ST

/
o] ’
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P
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‘A 9
1

WEEK #1:
WEEK #2: July 13-17
WEEK #3: July 20 - 24

(S
wr

»

July 6 - 10

D

Df

CHOOSE

YOUR FAVORITE

PROGRAM!

Hands-on fun for

students entering

grades 4 to 8!

Visit our website for program descriptions and avilability!
WWW.PATHFINDERTECH.ORG/SUMMER-YOUTH-PROGRAM/

Proud publishers
of 12 community
newspapers

Turle b

Pubhca’uons Inc.

Call 413-283-8393
to advertise your
business here

A Join Our Toddler
Room Waitlist

Open 7:00 a.m.-5:30* p

KIDZ SUMMER PROGRAM/K-6TH GRADE
Ages 5 - 12 yrs. « JUNE 22ND-AUGUST 21ST
9 Weeks ® Full & Part Time Options/Single Weeks or All Summer!
Swimming © Field Trips ® Close walk to Playgrounds & CHCS Pool
Daily Creative & Educational Indoor/Outdoor Activities!
*Start of camp based on Belchertown School Schedule

BEFORE & AFTER SCHOOL CARE
K-6th Grade  Full & Part-Time ® Homework Support
School Bus Pick Up & Drop Off @ Indoor & Outdoor Activities

TODDLER * PRESCHOOL « SCHOOL AGE

Offering Flexible Care Programs For Kids Ages 15 mo. - 12 yrs.

.m. / MONDAY - FRIDAY
Both Full Time & Sibling Discounts

PRESCHOOL Year round program for Ages 3-5 yrs.
Full & Part Time ® Choose from Full Day or 3/4 Day Options

Creative Educational Kindergarten Readiness Curriculum

Choice of Full Day 7:00-5:00 or 3/4 day option 8:30-2:30

Come Grow, Learn, and Play!

4 Stadler Street - (413) 323-5439  Follow Us Ei

Caring For Kids
For 30+ Years!

1

TODDLER/YOUNG PRE-K Year round program for Ages 15 mos.-3 yrs.

Greene Acres Equestrian Center 1.c.

Call to Register

2026 Summer Riding Sessions

June 29 - July 3 e July 20 - July 24
August 10 - August 14 e August 24-28

9AM - 3PM LUNCH NOT PROVIDED

Basic Horse Care, Daily Riding,
English & Western, Ages 5 & up

ﬁ\‘w

(413) 813-9291

53 Ware Road, Belchertown
Email: Amanda.greeneacres@gmail.com

DAY &

OVERNIGHT

www.gscwm.

Girl Scout Camp
For All Girls!

org

after care is available!

DAY CAMP

WEEK 1: JUNE 15-19
WEEK 2: JUNE 22-26
WEEK 3: JULY 6-10
WEEK U: JULY 13-17
WEEK 5: JULY 20-24
WEEK 6: JULY 27-31
WEEK 7: AUGUST 3-7

The Bement School
94 Old Main Street
Dearfield, MA 01342

FOR CHILDREN ENTERING GRADES K-9
Campers participate in a wide variety of fun
activities including arts & crafts, swimming,
nature programs, hiking, and 18 enrichment
themes! Lunch is included and before and

ENRICHMENT
CAMPS

MOUNTAIN
BIKING &

Registration Link
bement. org/summer




