
By Wendy Long
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Local author Stephen 
V. Cormier has a new book 
coming out called, “Good 
Golly…Missed Trolley.” 

Known for his books 
on  loca l  h i s tory,  th i s 
tome deals with the evo-
lution of various trolley 
systems within Western 
Massachusetts and their 
direct impact on urban 
mass transit. Cormier’s 
book details the rise and 
fall of early systems from 
the stagecoach in the early 
1800s to the horse-drawn 
Omnibus (1826) and the 
horsecar (1865), which lost 
favor due to the “manure 
problem.” 

Cable cars were intro-
duced and still run in San 
Francisco in 1875 and cable 
systems were soon used 
to go up to the Mt. Tom 
Summit House. The advent 
of electricity would lead to 
even more transit options, 
including trolleys.

“The book reveals , 
in detail, what I call the 
‘ H i l l t o w n  D i l e m m a ,’ 
where the lack of trol-
ley  service  wi thin  the 
greater area resulted in 
population loss and eco-
nomic despair,” Cormier 
said. “Unfortunately, the 
Huckleberry line did not 
provide the service that 
the hilltowns desperately 
needed.”

One of the trolley’s 
proposed in the Berkshire 
Trolley Merger Bill  of 
1910 would be from Lee to 
Huntington and be dubbed 
the  Huckleberry Line. 
Designed to not only move 
passengers, potential ben-
efits included transporting 
soapstone, hearthstone, 
local granite and produce 
from area farms. It was seen 
as having the potential to 
provide an economic boom 
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By Mary Kronholm
Correspondent

The meeting of the 
Select Board on Monday, 
March 2 at 6 p.m. followed 
the meeting with the Water 
Department. 

Instead of the reg-
ular meeting, this was 
a n  a l l - b o a r d s  m e e t -
ing with representatives 
from the Board of Health, 
Conservation, Council on 
Aging, Assessors, Town 
Clerk,  Accountant, Water 
Department, Library and 
Highway attending. Budgets 
were reviewed and a few 
appeared to be over the line 
item, but reclassification of 
an incorrectly posted cost 
will fix any problems.

Library Director Nicole 
Daviau said the library is set 
to move into the town hall 
space before June 1. Chair 
Cara Letendre said this 
might be a good time to con-
sider moving departments 
around, sharing space and 
when the library moves into 
its expanded quarters, a sec-
ond room could open up for 
meetings, which is becom-
ing a need.

The Board of Health 
would l ike to use the 
accountant’s office and the 
building inspector’s office 
could be available as well. 
If any department has any 
thoughts or suggestions, 
they may email the Select 
Board.

A fine tuning of the 
inclement weather policy 
according to Select Board 
member Jackie Coury is that 
if town hall is closed, any-
one who is regularly sched-
uled to work on that day will 
be compensated.

Counc i l  on  Ag ing 
Director Margit Mikuski 
said the COA telephone was 
not working; this has since 
been taken care of. There is 
a recall on the COA van for 
a small piece of plastic that 
needs to be fixed.

H i g h w a y  S u p e r -
intendent Ray Hultay said 
that the invitation for bids 
for the Russell Stage Road 
project had been posted. 
The highway garage is los-
ing heat as the heating oil 
is gelling. The tanks need 
to be covered to protect 
them from the weather also 
they are directly under high 
tension wires and need the 
extra protection. 

Hultay has two quotes 
for painting and refur-
bishing the tanks, both in 
excess of $10,000. Town 
Adminis t ra tor  Cr is t ina 
Ferrera directed him to get 
another quote because the 
cost exceeds the $10,000 
amount. 

He also said there 
could possibly be a small 
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According to Jakob 
Palches, it took about 20 
minutes to have the legal 
notices read aloud at the 
foreclosure auction of the 
Chesterfield Scout Camp 
on Oct. 3, and about three 
minutes to get to the win-
ning bid of $1.4 million. 

Thus ended a four-
year search for a perma-
nent site for “The Ashmere 
Project,” a nonprofit group 
that runs summer camp-
ing retreats for adults, who 
have disabilities. 

“It was a wild expe-
r ience,”  Palches said. 
Palches has been part of 
this work for the past 20 
years, starting at a camp 
on Martha’s Vineyard. A 
group of volunteers broke 
off several years ago to 
begin a new enterprise in 
Western Massachusetts. 

For  the  pas t  four 
years, the group has rented 
space from Berkshire Lake 
Camps on Ashmere Lake 
in Hinsdale. While that 
location had a lot to offer, 

it was not open to updating 
their facilities for the proj-
ect’s accessibility needs. 

The Ashmere Project 
had been eyeing poten-
tial sites throughout New 
England during their rental 
years and learned last fall 
that the Chesterfield Scout 
Camp was going into fore-
closure. The rest, as they 
say, is history.

P a l c h e s ,  o t h e r -
wise known as the Camp 
Ranger, described how the 
group prepared for the auc-
tion. A Board of Directors 
had formed earlier and had 
already filed their 501(c)3; 
that letter of approval was 
dated the day before the 
auction demonstrating that 
sometimes things fall into 
place at the right time. 
They had done their due 
diligence ahead of the auc-
tion including having an 
inspector look through the 
facilities and reviewing the 
conservation restrictions 
on the property. 

Property restrictions 
require that over half of 
the 200 acres have to be 
managed forest. Things 

looked feasible on both 
counts and the Board voted 
to proceed. A combination 
of donations and debt got 
them to the purchase price. 

Palches grew up on 
Martha’s Vineyard and 
had first come to Western 
Mass to study wheelchair 
development and design. 
Under a self-developed 
major  a t  UMASS,  he 
worked with advanced 
students from its mechan-
ical engineering depart-
ment to design wheelchair 
innovations as their cap-
stone projects. Some of 
those designs have since 
gone on to further devel-
opment and possible man-
ufacturing, he said. 

There  a re  severa l 

aspects of The Ashmere 
Project that make it unique. 
Board of Directors Chair 
Maggie Moyers explained 
that a lot of people and 
organizations are pas-
sionate about the idea of 
enriching the lives of chil-
dren with disabilities, espe-
cially in Massachusetts. 
“But few opportunities 
exist for adults, and very 
few where people are not 
paid,” Moyers said. This 
model fits the organiza-
tion’s mission “to create a 
community of friends who 
celebrate diversity and fos-
ter inclusion, independence 
and equity.” 

“We have  done  a 
really good job creating 
a structure that’s very dif-
ferent from many other 
non-profits,” Moyers con-
cluded.

D u r i n g  i t s  r e n t -
ing years, the Project’s 
annual budget was about 
$100,000, which covered 
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The elected position of 
Field Driver has not been 
filled for several years. It 
is a time-honored posi-
tion. The first mention for 
the town, however, dates to 
1946, when Blandford was 
undoubtedly more agricul-
turally based than it is today.

Fence Viewer is anoth-
er position of the same era 

and there are two positions 
still maintained by the town, 
each a three-year term. 

There were no nomina-
tions for either Field Driver 
or Fence Viewer at the 
Annual Town Caucus March 
2. Papers are available from 
Town Clerk Doris Jemiolo. 
She said, “If someone were 
truly interested in becoming 
involved in town politics, 
having their name on the 
ballot would provide recog-

nition down the road.”
In recent years, the 

Field Driver was reduced 
to a single slot. This has 
become somewhat of an 
honorary position and fre-
quently new residents have 
been nominated. The same 
for Fence Viewer.

More recently, but still 
several years ago, the Field 
Driver was contacted about 
a loose horse on North 
Blandford Road.

Massachusetts General 
Laws, Ch. 49, sec. 24 lists 
the duties of Field Driver as, 
“Every field driver shall take 
up horses, mules, asses, neat 
cattle, sheep, goats or swine 
going at large in the pub-
lic wayor on common and 
unimproved land within this 
town and not under the care 
of a keeper and any other 
inhabitant of the town may 
take up such cattle or beasts 
so going at large on Sunday 

and for taking up such 
beasts on said day the field 
driver or such other inhabi-
tant of the town may in tort 
recover for each beast the 
same fees which the field 
driver is entitled to receive 
for taking up like beasts.”

There are no longer 
many “beasts” and back 
yard egg-laying fowls don’t 
count.

POSITIONS, page 6

CAMP, page 9

Work is already underway 
at the former Chesterfield 
Scout Camp, which has 
been purchased by The 
Ashmere Project to run 
summer retreats for friends 
with disabilities and the 
volunteers, who support 
them. Submitted photos

Field Driver and Fence Viewer positions still remain open
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Representatives of Ashmere Project look over plans of the former Chesterfield Scout Camp.
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Camera Systems, Commercial Audio-Video,
Home Theaters, Network Systems, Lighting Design,
Electric Service Upgrades, EV Charger Installation,

Generator Installation, TV Installation & more!

eposhomes.com
sales@eposhomes.com
(413) 241-6895

Experience the Power
of Sound, Vision, and

Electrical Precision

 SLICED IN OUR DELI 

$194
lb

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION
USDA INSP. FRESH
PORK SPARE RIBS TWIN PAK ...

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

SALE DATES: SALE DATES: 
3/12/26-3/18/263/12/26-3/18/26

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN

RAW SHRIMP 26/30 COUNT
PEELED & DEVEINED 2 LB BAG ...... 

USDA INSP. FROZEN SKINLESS

HADDOCK FISH FILLETS 2 LB BAG . 

PRICES IN  RED
ARE AT OR BELOW

 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

$1599
ea

USDA INSP. FROZEN

SCALLOPS ON HALF SHELL 2 LB BAG 

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN

CHICKEN BREAST 10 LB ................

ea

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN

$222
lb

lb

$999USDA INSP. FULLY COOKED
SMOKED BRISKET ...............
USDA INSP. 
SWISS CHEESE .....................

$499

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN
ASSORTED
PORK LOIN CHOPS ................

lb

lb
$999

$349

99¢

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS
CENTER CUT
PORK LOIN CHOPS or ROAST .....

$288
lb

$499
lb

POINT CUT 
CORNED BEEF

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

$399
lb

7 LB 7 LB 
BAGBAG

80% LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

WHOLE WHOLE 
OR HALFOR HALF

lb

$149
lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN

BEEF OXTAIL .......................
USDA INSP. FROZEN

PORK STOMACH ................

SOUP’S ON!
$444

lb

Lenten Specials

USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN THIGHS 10 LB ................. 

$999
lb

BEEF RIBE EYE
CUT CUT 
FREEFREE

$299
lb

FROZEN WHOLE 
CORNED BEEF

ST. PATRICK’S

AVG 20 LB
$999

ea

  

Hilltown Hiking Adventures

The Mount Greylock Veterans War Memorial Tower, completed in 
1932 and dedicated on June 30, 1933, stands at an elevation of 
3,491 feet, making it the highest point in Massachusetts.

Bascom Lodge, located at the summit of Mount Greylock, was 
constructed between 1932 and 1938 and is a significant example 
of 1930s park architecture, named after John Bascom a DCR 
Commissioner. Submitted photos

Chet and Greg make their way up Bellows pipe on snowshoes.

Construc ted  in  the 
1930s by the Civilian 
Conservation Corp, 

the Thunderbolt is a Class 
A backcountry ski trail 
from the summit of Mount 
Greylock to Greylock Glen. 

Back in the day, this 
cha l lenging  t ra i l  hos t -
ed international downhill 
races. The official record 
of 2 min 8.6 sec was set 
by Norwegian Olympian, 
Per Klippgen in 1948, still 
stands. 

Last winter we did this 
challenging snowshoe up 
to the summit in three feet 
of snow on the Gould Trail, 
now it’s an annual event.  

This year the Western 
Massachuset ts  Hil l town 
Hikers took a relatively 
easier yet longer route fol-
lowing the Bellows Pipe 
Trail to the summit. The 
Bellows Pipe is used by 
the Thunderbolt Ski Club 
for getting to the top of 
the Thunderbolt Trail with 
“skins,” which are covers 
for skis offering traction.  

No hiking or snow-
shoeing is allowed on the 
Thunderbolt in winter to 

keep the ski conditions 
prime.

At the summit, the hik-
ers visited Bascom Lodge. It 
has been a retreat for hikers 
and travelers for nearly 80 
years. The current structure 
was built in the 1930s to 
replace the original lodge, 
which burned down in the 
late 20s. 

Bascom Lodge  was 
designed in the craftsman 
style by Joseph McArthur 
Vance, an architect from 
Pittsfield, who designed 
several notable local build-
ings including the Colonial 
Theatre and the Mahaiwe 
Theatre. 

The lodge was con-
structed by the CCC begin-
n ing  a round  1933  and 
was opened to the public 
in 1937. The most icon-
ic structure on the Mount 
Greylock Scenic Byway is 
this 92-foot-tall stylized 
granite tower known as the 
Massachusetts Veterans War 
Memorial Tower. 

It was dedicated in June 
1933 to commemorate the 
courage, endurance, loyalty 
and self-sacrifice of all ser-

vicemen and servicewomen 
from the Commonwealth, 
wherever these qualities 
have been shown, in the 
uniform of the state or the 
nation. 

In  Augus t  2018 ,  i t 
was  chosen  as  one  of 
the nation’s official 100 
World War I Centennial 
Memorials, a tribute mark-
ing the anniversary of the 
end of WWI. Because of its 
lighted memorial beacon, it 
is often mistakenly referred 
to as a lighthouse. 

The memorial beacon 
is lit nightly except during 
bird migration in spring and 
fall and it can be seen from 
great distances. The tower, 
accessed by a circular stair-
case, provides a stunning 
360-degree view across New 
England and eastern New 
York State, 60 to 90 miles 
away.

The Thunderbolt Ski 
Runners is a non-profit ski 
and snowboard club locat-
ed in Adams. The club was 
established in 2008 by a 
group of northern Berkshire 
outdoor sport enthusiasts, 
who share a common love 

for Mount Greylock and the 
Thunderbolt Ski Run. 

Its members are unit-
ed by a common mission in 
protecting, main-

taining and improving the 
integrity and legacy of the 
Thunderbolt Ski Run. The 
hike up to the summit on 

Bellows Pipe has over 2,000 
feet in elevation for a seven 
mile up and back this past 
Saturday.

Hikers trek to Mt. Greylock summit

Stephanie Greg and Chet are shown at the top of the Thunderbolt trail with views looking east.

Cybil reached the summit of Mount Greylock. Skiers and snowboarders have a ball on the Thunderbolt.

The Greylock Glen Outdoor Center is owned by the town of Adams, 
recently built to house activities, events and a full kitchen. This 
centralized location offers parking and restrooms.




