“Be courteous to all, but intimate with few, and let those few be well tried before you give them your confidence..” — George Washington
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HUNTINGTON

By Wendy Long
Correspondent

Race Director Harry
Rock announced registration
for the 2026 Westfield River
Wildwater Races is now
open.

Athletes can visit www.
westfieldriver.org/racer to
register. Registration fees are
$35 per person and rates will
increase on Monday, March
16 to $45 per person.

This year marks the
71st year of the races,
which date back to 1954.
The race will take place on
Saturday, April 18 with the
Expert Race kicking off at
9:30 a.m. from Knightville
Dam and ending at the Route
20 pulloff across from the
Hilltown Community Health
Center in Huntington. The
Classic Race will begin at
11 a.m. from the Mass DOT
maintenance yard, off of the
green bridge on Route 112
in Huntington, and end in
Woronoco Center.

A liability waiver must
be signed by all participants
individually, as each per-
son registers. Race day start
times will be given in the
chronological order that peo-
ple register. “If you are the
tenth person to register, you
are the tenth person to start,”
Rock explained. “The earlier
you register, the earlier you
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Westfield River Race Director Harry Rock with Russell Select Board member llliyd Fernandez, who is a race volunteer and

kayak paddler.
will start.”

Rock also said that
some paddlers like to have
several boats of family or
friends paddling together.
For this to work, Rock sug-
gests they organize a day and
time for everyone to register
at the same time. “Chances

are very good that your start
times will be next to one
another, or very close,” Rock
said, adding that it is very
difficult for race officials to
change recorded start times
once people are registered
and asking groups to please
plan ahead.

There will be class-
es for solo canoes, tandem
canoes, kayaks and Stand
Up Paddleboards. Tandem
canoes need to designate a
team captain who will regis-
ter the team with their team
name. The captain will pay
for both themselves and their

team partner. The team part-
ner then needs to go online,
search for their team name
and complete their infor-
mation and liability waiver.
They do not have to pay,
as their captain will have

RACE, page 3

BLANDFORD

Select
Board plan
to change
office space

By Mary Kronholm
Correspondent

The Select Board dis-
cussed cleaning up and
potentially re-arranging
office space at the Town
Hall at their Monday, Feb. 2
meeting.

This will be discussed at
the department heads meet-
ing, which will be the last
board meeting of February,
on Monday, Feb. 23.

Inclement
weather policy

The next week, on
Monday, Feb. 9, the
board refined the inclem-
ent weather policy with
some slight modifica-
tions. If Gateway Regional
School District is closed
for a second day in a row
due to weather, the Select
Board Chair will notify the
Administrative Assistant
if the Town Hall will be
closed also, on the second
day; Cara Letendre and
Joann Martine, respective-
ly. If the building is to be
closed, Martin will notify
departments.
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HUNTINGTON

Select Board discuss contract with Treasurer

By Wendy Long
Correspondent

The Wednesday, Feb.
11 Select Board meeting
opened with an appointment
with first year Treasurer
Ryan Mailloux
to discuss his
Fiscal Year 2027
employment con-

and is rolling them out one
department at a time. Booth
noted that other goals had
been accomplished includ-
ing correcting health and
dental elections and deduc-
tions and Mailloux is cor-
recting the
employees
that should be
enrolled in and

nate, who could participate
if any of the others are in
arrears on tax or water bills
by Monday, March 2. If
any participants are behind,
they will be disqualified and
the alternate will take their
place.

The select board is
also dealing with citizen
complaints concerning

HUNTINGTON

Single article received grant,

Taxpayer funding was no longer needed

By Wendy Long
Correspondent

On the surprise rec-
ommendation of Select
Board Chairman Roger
Booth, the voters attending
a Special Town Meeting on

tract and review contributing two issues: a truck ham- Wednesday, Feb. 11 voted
progress on goals to Omnibus pering egress into Integrity down a warrant article.

that had been B ud g et Trailer on Route 20, and The article sought to
established in his Reconciliation two, continued discussion secure funding through

FY 2026 contract.

Mailloux has
requested $34,000
in salary for the
coming fiscal year.
His current salary
of $25,000 cov-
ered 46 weeks and would
have been $28,261 for a
full year contract. “For the
most part, I do think things
are going well,” Mailloux
said, adding that it was
a little more of a heavier
lift than he had originally
thought. He said, “This job
is just as much work as the
other towns he serves and
Huntington’s wages are not
comparable to what the oth-
ers are paying him.”

To date, the town has
upgraded their accounting
program to Vadar, which
Mailloux said will be less
redundant and has less
room for errors. He has
developed new time sheets

Treasurer
Ryan Mailloux

Act, a retire-
ment option for
public employ-
ees who don’t
qualify for a
public pension
but who also
can’t get social security.
Other business

In other business,
the board unanimous-
ly approved applicants to
the Strategic Economic
Development Plan
Working Group: Laurie
Martell, Linda Hamlin,
Brett Bourman and Robert
Hebert. They also selected
participants for the FY 2027
Tax Work Off Program,
which enables veterans and
senior citizens to work off
$500 of their annual prop-
erty tax bills through unpaid
service to the town. As there
was one more applicant
than available slots, they
drew a name for an alter-

on a complaint about junk
cars on private property, in
violation of a recent bylaw
change in town.
Federal grant

It was announced that
Fire Chief Joshua Ellinger
received a Federal grant to
replace fire hoses. Three
different quotes were
received and the lowest bid
was by Industrial Protection
Services, LLC with a quote
of $30,170, unanimous-
ly approved by the board.
According to Ellinger,
the funding was awarded
through a FEMA Assistance
to Firefighters Grant (AFG),
which supports fire depart-
ments nationwide with crit-
ical equipment, training
and safety improvements.
“We were fortunate to
secure AFG funding specif-

SELECT BOARD, page 2

available funds or by bor-
rowing to fund the Basket
Street Water Main Extension
Project to address PFAS
showing up in a homeown-
er’s well at 51 Basket St.
This house is closest to the
former town landfill on the
same street and the Poly-
Fluoro Alkyl Substances or
“forever chemicals” is likely
leaching from it.

The warrant article for
the meeting read, “To see if
the Town will vote to trans-
fer from available funds or
borrow a sum of money for
the purpose of funding the
Basket Street Water Main
Extension Project, includ-
ing all incidental and relat-
ed costs, which expenditure
may be reimbursed through
an Emerging Contaminants
in Small or Disadvantaged
Communities (EC-SDC)
grant; and to the extent that
the appropriation hereunder

Huntington Finance Chairman Eric Jensen and Tighe & Bond’s
Zach Chornyak discussing the latest word from Massachusetts
Department of Environmental Protection on use of grant funds
to cover the Basket Street Water Main project. Voters were
able to vote down the single warrant article authorizing use
of stabilization funds and borrowing to front the project costs,
which is no longer necessary.

may include monies from the
Stabilization Fund, to accept
the last paragraph of G. L.
c40 Section 5B and dedicate
any grant funds received

for said purpose to the
Stabilization Fund Account
#825590.006; or take any

GRANT, page 2
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HUNTINGTON

Turkey incident spreads over social medla

By Wendy Long

Correspondent

HUNTINGTON - On
Monday, Feb. 2, a Huntington
resident noticed a turkey
walking along a roadway in
Northampton.

In other media inter-
views, the woman, who is not
being named by any media
outlets due to the backlash
against her in both towns,
said she assumed the turkey
was domesticated and lost.
She loaded it in her vehicle
and brought it to her home in
Huntington, fearing its pres-
ence along a busy roadway
might result in harm to the
animal or drivers.

Little did she know that
the turkey, known by area
residents as “Sandwich,”
had celebrity status in
Northampton and had report-
edly lived near Cooley
Dickinson Hospital since
April of 2025. On Thursday,
Feb. 5, Northampton res-
ident Katrina Beaumier
noted on Facebook that she
hadn’t seen the turkey in
several days. Another per-
son responded that a photo
of the turkey had been seen
on SnapChat and that the
turkey had been relocat-

SELECT BOARD

ed to Huntington, launch-
ing a crush of outrage on
social media from both
Northampton and Huntington
residents.

After speaking with
the Huntington resident,
Beaumier posted that the
woman hadn’t known the
turkey was well-known
and cared for by people in
Northampton. She was sorry
she had moved the animal.
Despite everyone’s anguish
about the missing bird,
Beaumier called for people to
understand that a mistake had
been made, the woman was
sorry and to bring down the
temperature of social media
posts on the matter. “None of
that is helpful to the situation,
and we already live in a cruel
world,” Beaumier wrote in
her update.

Also on Feb. 5, the
Massachusetts Environmental
Police received a report about
the relocation of Sandwich
the turkey. “After consulting
with MassWildlife, MEP was
advised to leave the turkey
in the new, natural habitat
rather than returning it to its
original location,” explained
Danielle Burney, Director
of Communications. Burney
also said that it is illegal to

transport wildlife and to pos-
sess a wild turkey without a
permit (MGL 131 Sec 25).

“This is an ongoing
investigation and no other
information can be pro-
vided at this time,” Burney
said of this incident, includ-
ing whether or not the
Huntington resident will be
fined.

Burney said that tur-
keys are extremely common
in residential areas across
Massachusetts where they
can easily find food, such
as seed from bird feeders or
from intentional feeding by
residents. MassWildlife dis-
courages the public from
feeding wildlife, including
turkeys.

Turkeys that are fed by
people eventually become
indifferent, or habituated,
to humans. In some cases,
turkeys can then develop
aggressive behavior towards
people. This change in
behavior can happen over
time when turkeys repeatedly
receive food in close proxim-
ity to people and lose their
natural fear of humans. Once
bold behavior is established,
it is very difficult to change.

Huntington Police Chief
Brian Kowal said he had been

made aware of the situation
when he received a voicemail
from a Huntington resident
on Tuesday, Feb. 10. “As of
right now, Environmental
Police have been investigat-
ing and have not brought
us in,” Kowal said. “We
would be happy to help
if they bring us in.”

Lisa Goding,
Director of It Takes a
Village, had seen the
social media posts about
Sandwich being taken
from Northampton and
found the situation upset-
ting. “I cannot speak to
why she took the turkey. I
really cannot,” Goding said
in an interview, which took
place after she contacted the
Country Journal on the mat-
ter. She said she had driven
by the person’s home and had
seen Sandwich, reporting that
it appeared to have a dam-
aged wing and was favoring
one leg. But another resident
had seen it a few days later
and its condition seemed
improved.

Goding said that Kathy
Gaynor of Urban Wildlife
Rehabilitation and Tufts
University were both pre-
pared to take the turkey if
directed to by MEP. Two

$500 rewards have been post-
ed for the return of the tur-
key to Northampton, which if
completed by a citizen could
also be grounds for legal
action by the state.

“When we take an
action, even when the inten-
tion is good, we need to real-
ize that there are consequenc-

Courtesy

photo by

Patsy Bachand

The  photographer
said “l took this

picture of Sandwich
when | was taking
my father to (Cooley
Dickinson Hospital).
Always loved seeing
him every day.”

es to it,” Goding said. “There
are laws and regulations in
the state for a reason. Play it
out in your head. Is this the
best course of action?”

The woman, who
brought the turkey to
Huntington and Beaumier
both declined to be inter-
viewed for this article. The
Huntington woman has
changed her name on social
media as a result of reported
threats and the notoriety from
this incident.

from page 1

ically for hose replacement to
ensure operational readiness
and firefighter safety with-
out placing additional burden
on the town budget,” Ellinger
noted.
Sen. Paul Mark

Also, the town received
an email from Senator
Paul Marks office, indi-
cating a possible earmark
for the towns of Rowe and
Huntington for culverts and
road improvement projects
totaling $2.75 million and
requested in 2022. Highway
Superintendent Brad Curry
will follow up with the
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President in Tighe & Bond’s
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joined by Mailloux and Town
Accountant Richard Buley
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ings around funding for the
new water line on Basket
Street. The Massachusetts
Department of Environmental
Protection awarded the town
of Huntington an Emerging
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the work needed to bring the
town’s water line up Basket
Street, because PFAS had
shown up in the homeown-
er’s well water closest to the
former landfill. While work
on that project was urgent
and had begun immediate-
ly, the contract award was
dated Wednesday, Nov. 12.
Initially, it was believed that
the work that took place
before Nov. 12 might not be
reimbursed or might have
reimbursement delayed until
a grant amendment could be
processed. The town learned
of this after already paying

over $200,000 in invoices.
It was also thought that the
town would have to prepay
all invoices for work that
took place after Nov. 12
before receiving grant funds,
although it was believed
those funds would come in
a more timely manner. A
Special Town Meeting had
been scheduled for this same
night to see if the voters
would approve using funds
from its stabilization account
and/or take out a loan to
cover those upfront costs and
not create a cash flow prob-
lem for the town.
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HOUSING REHABILITATION ASSISTANCE

TOWNS OF CHESTER, HUNTINGTON,
MIDDLEFIELD AND RUSSELL

The towns of Chester, Huntington, Middlefield and Russell, with the assistance of the Pioneer Valley Planning Commission
(PVPC) have received funding to assist qualified homeowners in making necessary repairs to their homes. In order to be
eligible for assistance, total household income shall not exceed current federal income guidelines based on the number of
people residing in a household. (See table below).

If you need to make improvements to your roof, windows, siding, plumbing, electrical, lead paint/ asbestos removal,
heating system, septic system repair/ replacement and/or other program eligible improvements, please fill out the
following form and return to Joe Hagopian at the PVPC (address appears below). ALL information received is strictly
confidential and will be maintained in the Springfield office of the PVPC. If you have questions, please contact PVPC
Senior Planner Joe Hagopian, at (413) 781-6045 or jhagopian@pvpc.org

Name:
Property Address: R 1
Mailing Address/Zip: or EV.E.C. use only
. Date Received:
Telephone: C
. Staff Initials:
Email:

Single/Multi Family (Please Circle One)
Type of Improvements Needed:

My household income is not greater than (circle one according to your household size):

8 Person
$126,300

7 Person
$118,650

6 Person
$111,000

5 Person
$103,350

4 Person
$95,650

3 Person
$66,100

2 Person
$76,550

1 Person
$67,000

Return to: Joe Hagopian, Pioneer Valley Planning Commission, 60 Congress Street - 1st Floor, Springfield, MA 01104
or via email at: jhagopian@pvpc.org

However, Chornyak told
the select board that MA
DEP would not require cop-
ies of paid checks in order to
reimburse the town for work
that has taken place after
Nov. 12; invoices would suf-
fice. It is expected that those
funds would come back with-
in a few weeks of submis-
sion, meaning that the town
will not need to bond or use
stabilization account funds to
cover these costs in the inter-
im.

After all of the project
costs are covered, Chornyak
said there will be about

GRANT

$95,000 left in the grant,
which can be used to cover
some of the additional well
testing that will continue to
take place.

Executive Session

The board also held part
of the meeting in executive
session to “discuss the rep-
utation, character, physical
condition or mental health,
rather than professional com-
petence, of an individual, or
discuss the discipline or dis-
missal of, or complaints or
charges against a public offi-
cer, employee, staff member
or individual.”

from page 1

other action relative thereto.”

It took longer for the
meeting to reach its required
minimum quorum of 25 vot-
ers than it did to complete
the vote.

A quorum was reached
at 7:11 p.m. and moder-
ator George Peterson led
the Pledge of Allegiance,
before turning things
over to Huntington’s
Tighe and Bond con-
tact, Zach Chornyak
for the latest informa-
tion from Massachusetts
Department Environmental
Protection. Chornyak
secured a $700,000
Emerging Contaminants
in Small or Disadvantaged
Communities grant from the
Massachusetts Department
of Environmental Protection
to help the town cover the
cost of bringing the water
main line up Basket Street
for affected homeowners
both now and in the future.

The contract was award-
ed on Wednesday, Nov.
12, 2025, but due to the
urgent nature of this matter
work was already under-
way. The town had already
incurred and paid out over
$200,000 in costs ahead of
Nov. 12 and it was initially
believed that those expenses
would only be paid out of
the grant after approval of
a grant amendment. It was
also believed that the town
would have to front the costs
of work that took place after
Nov. 12 and wait for reim-
bursement. As a result, town
officials had decided to rec-
ommend a combined use of

stabilization funds and bor-
rowing in order to cover the
upfront cost of this work and
not incur a cash flow prob-
lem within the town.

However, Chornyak
had received confirmation
ahead of the Special Town
Meeting from DEP that
the town could submit the
invoices, not copies of paid
checks, on work that took
place after Nov. 12 and grant
funds would be sent to the
town, which could then pay
its vendors. Chornyak said
they could expect about a
two-week turnaround.

“Long story short,
I don’t think we need
to follow through with
this request,” Chornyak
announced.

As such, Booth recom-
mended a no vote on the
warrant article, which was
resoundingly provided by
the voters. Not having to
borrow to front the costs
of this project will save the
town an estimated $24,000-
$28,000 in interest.

According to Town
Administrator Jennifer
Peloquin, an information-
al meeting was held the
previous week to provide
background information to
voters and allow addition-
al time for questions and
concerns. That meeting
was attended by 13 people
and almost all were mem-
bers of the Select Board,
Finance Committee, Water
and Sewer Commission and
Board of Health.

A motion to adjourn
was made at 7:17 p.m.

NOTICE

ERRORS: Each advertiser is requested to check their advertisement
the first time it appears. This paper will not be responsible for
more than one corrected insertion, nor will be liable for any error
in an advertisement to a greater extent than the cost of the space
occupied by the item in the advertisement.
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CHESTER

Library Iits upcomi

CHESTER - Free Tai
Chi and Qi Gong classes
sponsored by the Hamilton
Memorial Library welcomes
all ages and abilities.

These classes will be
held at Chester Town Hall at
15 Middlefield Road, in the
auditorium. Classes will be

RACE

held on the last Wednesdays
of the months: Feb 25 and
March 25 with a start time
of 4:30 p.m. and ending at
5:45 p.m.

People may sign up by
calling the library at 413-
354-7808 or emailing the
instructor at wellnesseduca-

Submitted photos
Above, The children made
homemade Valentine’s and
put them in the decorated
mailboxes. They also enjoyed
a sweet treat. Left, Maya Giglia
holds up the pictures in the
book she is reading. Right,
Maya Giglia reads to children
at the special Valentine’s story
time at the Hamilton Memorial
Library in Chester.

g classes

tion123@gmail.com. They
should leave their name,
email and phone number.

If they have any ques-
tions about the content of
the program, they should
email the teacher at well-
nesseducation123 @gmail.
com.
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already paid for both. If the
partner is asked to pay, this
indicates that they have inad-
vertently created a second
registration that they need to
delete and search again for
their team captain’s registra-
tion to attach themselves to.

As in the past, instruc-
tional clinics will be held on
Saturdays, April 4 and April
11, where paddlers can learn
more about proper clothing,
paddling equipment, proper
paddling technique, self res-
cue after capsizing, and how
to correctly run the river and
cross the two portages.

An after race cele-
bration will take place at
Strathmore Park between
noon and 4 p.m., with awards
being handed out around

3 p.m., based on when the
final paddlers are off of the
river. There will be two food
trucks on site, including the
North Elm Butcher Block
offering burgers, brisket and
pulled pork sandwiches and
La Veracruzana providing
Mexican fare. D. J. Keven
Crane will provide music and
announcements throughout
the afternoon. All are wel-
come to attend. Prizes for
top finishes in each race and
class will be awarded, along
with prizes for best costumes
and best team names.
Popular viewing spots
with parking, porta-pot-
ties and trash bins include
the Expert Race start line
at Knightville Dam and
the Expert finish line at the

Rt. 20 pulloff across from
the Hilltown Community
Health Center in Huntington,
which has again gracious-
ly offered their parking lot
for spectator and racer vehi-
cles. Classic Race viewing
spots include that same pull-
off, the Main Street Bridge
in Russell with parking on
Frog Hollow Road, the Route
20 Whippernon pulloff, and
from Strathmore Park requir-
ing a hike down to the river.
Spectators are not allowed at
the Classic Race start or fin-
ish as there is no room for
spectator vehicles at either
location.

Questions may be sent
to Rock by emailing races@
westfieldriver.org or calling
413-564-9863.
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(413) 268-8360
TOLL FREE 1-800-464-2053
Family Owned & Operated
3 Berkshire Trail West (Route 9), P.O. Box 102, Goshen, MA 01032
www.georgepropane.com
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Plumbing & Heating

238-0303

PAUL GRAHAM
Mass. License 23299
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Paul & Randy LaPointe, Owners Huntington, Mass.
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OPINION

GUEST COLUMN

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

SOCIAL SECURITY

ikl

By Russell Gloor

'm still working;

Why didn't my benefit
amount increase

Dear Rusty:

I have been working
somewhat consistent-
ly since commencing my
Social Security benefit
income. I've been collect-
ing since my full benefit
age of 66, approximately.
I'm now 81 and custom-
arily, in about October of
each calendar year, Social
Security notifies me of
additional benefits from
my additional work. Not
this year.

I earned some
$18,000-$19,000 in 2025.
SS advised I did not meet
some 35-year formula.
I thought that formula
just applied to the orig-
inal benefit calculation.
Otherwise, one seems
cheated given the SS taxes
paid on income received
after applying for benefits
without any consideration
for that income. Please
advise me.

Signed: Feeling Cheated

Dear Feeling Cheated:
For Your Information,
your Social Security ben-
efit is always based on the
highest 35 years of your
lifetime earnings with
your early years’ earnings
automatically adjusted for
inflation. And that for-
mula continues even after
you start receiving bene-
fits. Social Security will
look at your earnings each
year to see if your recent
earnings are among your
highest. If so, they will
automatically recalculate
your benefit to give you
a higher amount and pay
you retroactively to the
first of that year.
Apparently, in past
years, your more recent
earnings were among the
highest over your life-
time, which is why you
received those notifica-
tions in the fall of each
previous year saying your
benefit was adjusted based
upon recent earnings. That
you didn’t get a similar
notification this year,
means that your earnings
in 2024 were not among
the highest over your life-
time, so no adjustment to

ceding year — that is, if
you received a notice in
October 2024 of a high-
er SS benefit, that was a
result of your 2023 earn-
ings. If you got no such
notice in October of 2025,
that means that your 2024
income was not among the
highest over your lifetime.
And your 2025 earnings
of $18,000 - $19,000 will
likely not be among your
lifetime highest either, so
you probably won’t get a
notice next year either.

It’s important to
understand that your
contributions to Social
Security, i.e., the SS pay-
roll taxes you pay while
working, are not put into
a separate account for you
- rather, they are used to
help pay benefits to all
beneficiaries.

In other words, just
contributing to SS with
payroll tax from your
work earnings doesn’t
necessarily mean you get
a higher benefit. Your
SS benefit is always
based upon the 35 years
in which you earned the
most, including recent
years if you continue to
work. So, you weren’t
“cheated” that is simply
how the program works
your SS benefit is always
based on your highest 35
years of work earnings,
including recent years,
with earnings from the
early years adjusted for
inflation.

The Association
Mature Citizens
Foundation and its staff
are not affiliated with or
endorsed by the Social
Security Administration
or any other governmen-
tal entity. This article is
intended for information
purposes and does not
represent legal or finan-
cial guidance. It presents
the opinions and interpre-
tations of the Association
Mature Citizens
Foundation’s staff, trained
and accredited by the
National Social Security
Association To submit a
question, visit amacfoun-
dation.org/programs/

Digital teen dating violence common

Dating violence is more
common than we may think,
especially among teens.

In fact, according to
loveisrespect.org, one in
three teens in the United
States will experience rela-
tionship abuse before becom-
ing adults. Unfortunately, it
can be hard for teens to iden-
tify abuse, especially when
the abuse is digital. Digital
abuse includes tracking a
partner’s movements, pres-
sure to send intimate photos,
threats to share intimate pho-
tos, demands to share pass-
words or to follow or unfol-
low certain people on social
media.

These behaviors can
leave young people feeling
trapped and unable or afraid
to reach out for help.

Fortunately, there are
things we can do about it.
Start by talking to the teens
in your life. Do they think
it’s okay for a partner to ask
for passwords, track loca-
tion or monitor social media
activity? Let them know they
can come to you for help.
You — or your teen — can
always call, text or chat with
a love is respect advocate to
identify extra precautions
when using technology.

A few things you can
do to improve safety: Check
privacy settings to limit who
can see posts and location.
Turn off ‘Find My Phone’
and other location-sharing

settings. Check for track-
ing devices (air tags, smart-
watches or shared accounts)
or Spyware installed on
devices. If you suspect spy-
ware on a phone, do a fac-
tory reset on the device or
seek professional tech sup-
port. Keep in mind — tracking
devices can also be placed in
vehicles or on items like your
purse or cell phone.

Here are some things
you can do if someone is
being digitally abused:

Take screenshots of any
communications you do not
consent to. Save anything
that documents controlling
behavior including texts,
photos, messaging or social
media. This information may
be critical and may allow you
to obtain a restraining order
in Massachusetts.

If someone shares an
intimate photo without con-
sent, immediately notify
them. For example, “I do not
consent to you sharing the
image of me [add description
{such as the date and any
other identifying factors}]. I
want you to delete it as I do
not give you permission to
share it.” Keep a record of
your notification to them.

If someone is controlling
an account, change pass-
words and enable two-factor
authentication.

When considering digi-
tal health, it can be helpful to
remember these three A’s:

Awareness of their
online behavior - are they on
their phone more than usual
- laughing, smiling, texting -
then something shifts. They
become withdrawn, anxious
or more secretive.

Accept what they tell
you by listening, being sup-
portive even if you struggle
to understand their decisions.
Being judgmental may make
them less likely to ask for
help when they need it.

Allow them to make up
their own minds if possible.
Abuse is about power and
control and making decisions
for them can add to the dis-
empowerment they experi-
ence from a partner.

For more tips, see
loveisrespect.org or contact
Hilltown Safety at Home,
413-693-9977. Thank you
for all you do to support
Hilltown teens, especial-
ly in February, Teen Dating
Violence Awareness month.

Signed by members of

Southern Hills Domestic
Violence Task Force:

Lindsey Maxwell

Kim Savery

Phil Barry

Melissa Reid

Trooper Brendan

Schutter

Stephanie Conway

Mark Ames

Victoria Arbuckle

Mary Krol

Monica Moran

Donna Larocque
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What are shallots, anyway?
*w

hortly after the two
Spart column

on grow-
ing onions,
I received
a question

As all the cooks in the
audience gasp, let me qual-
ify that statement with

the fact that now I
know better.
Shallots are
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OPINION

By Deborah Daniels
Correspondent

ave you been watch-
ing those critter
tracks outside? Four

footers leaving some reveal-
ing footprints. Finding you
have some neighbors you
didn’t know about huh?
And what about roof gawk-
ing, something we New
Englanders have to do with
18 inches of snow laying
about.

Which leads me to the
question of have you been
wearing your Long Johns?
You know your woolies,
thermals, union suit, long
underwear? Well dig them
out because these arctic
temps put personal insulation
a top priority. You would do
well to wear them if you’re
going outside and maybe
even on the inside if your
roof is threatening to col-
lapse.

What’s the history on
Long Johns? If you watched
the TV show “Rawhide” then
you saw Wishbone (the actor
who played the cook) forev-
er prancing about the chuck
wagon in his union suit.
Children watching the show
thought that this was just
what old time cook’s wore
on mule trains. Those were
Long Johns Wishbone had
on, his flannel underwear,
a one piece garment worn
under your shirt and trousers
to keep you warm in cold
weather. Those long johns
were originally made of red
flannel with buttons down
the front and a flap in the
back for outhouse use. The
backside was also known as
the butt flap, access hatch,
drop seat and fireman’s flap
among other cruder names.

They were worn by
prospectors, miners, log-
gers, railroad workers and
cowpokes. You might be sur-
prised to learn that women
engineered the union suit in
1875 to get rid of the tight
corset and bustle worn under
their petticoats. It started
as a knit flannel waist shirt
and drawers all sewn into
one piece and named the

Turning Up the Heat on Long Johns

Man wearing Long Johns as
leisure wear. taken from the
internet.

“Emancipation Suit.” Susan
Taylor Converse of Woburn,
designed it and gave it this
name. All that freedom and
warmth. To say women
burned their corsets might
be a bit extreme, but women
welcomed the Emancipation
Suit.

That is one theory
behind the origins of the
union suit name. The two
halves of underwear top and
bottom were now united.

The British claimed to
have first manufactured the
union suit in Derbyshire,
England where there have
been knitting mills since
1784. John Smedley owned
the Lea Mills there and
claimed he created the union
suit which he named after the
American heavyweight box-
ing champ John L. Sullivan
aka Boston Strong Boy (box-
ing champ from 1882-1892).
It was modeled after the suit
he wore in the boxing ring.
The company is still in busi-
ness today making Long
Johns. The French knitters
claimed their longues jambes
were first and designed to
protect your outer cloth-
ing from sweat, body oils
and grimey stains. That is
where the term Long Johns
was thought to come from,

HILLTOWN HISTORY

i
.

Military woman washing her Long Johns in a pot.

longues jambes meaning
long legs in French.

Technically the union
suit was one piece of long
underwear and long johns
were made of two pieces:
a top shirt and long pants.
They were made of wool and
flannel. Flannel is woven
wool that is napped by rub-
bing the fabric with a fine
metal brush that scuffs the
wool, creating a softer tex-
ture. Wool for Long Johns
was selected because it was
warm and absorbed moisture
thereby protecting the body
from the cold. Only it was
itchy. American GIs cursed
the itchy Long Johns they
were issued during WWI
(1914-1918) and again in
WWII (1939-1945).

$1200/week

207-607-9333

Georgetown, Maine

2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom
Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

o Walk to Five Islands Wharf and
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
» Close to Reid State Park

News, photo publication policy

As a community newspaper our focus has always been local news. While we
try very hard to run upcoming events as a public service whenever space allows,
space does not allow us to run an upcoming event repeatedly. Our policy is to limit l
publication of upcoming events to one article in advance of the event and, space
permitting, a second brief reminder article the week prior to an event, and to run those
articles in only one section of the paper, and not in multiple sections simultaneously.

All such public service announcements and photos are subject to space
limitations and deadlines, therefore publication cannot be guaranteed. Whenever copy
for the week exceeds allotted space, news copy will take priority, and public service
copy is the first area to be cut. We also reserve the right to edit for style and space,

That problem was finally
solved when the wool was
spun into longer threads
and blended with synthetic
fiber that wore much softer
on the skin. Longer thread
also resisted pilling and
denoted better quality wool.
Merino wool topped the list
for warmth and softness. Red
flannel was used to make
early Long Johns because it
was said to be easy to wash,
but probably more important-
ly because it hid stains well.
Remember, bathing was not a
daily occurrence.

Later the red flannel
Long Johns became asso-
ciated with the rugged out-
doors and with strong-men
like Paul Bunyan. That kept
a positive twist on wearing

L |

Courtesy photos

Left, 1887 photo of an advertisement of Jaeger, maker of underwear for the world,
showing a herd of sheep. Above, members of the Breckenridge Fire Dept., Colorado
wearing Long Johns with shorts over them, preparing to exercise.

Valentine long johns contrasted with one pair of hunting long johns,
part of an advertisement for Indera/ Hanes/Alaskan Hardgear and

Carhartt long underwear.

Long Johns. On a cold win-
ter night who doesn’t want
to pull on their flannels and
tuck in?

It was George
D.Munsingg (1858-1921)
who invented a method of
plating wool fibers with silk
and cotton fibers to make
union suits more comfortable.
He was born in Ludlow. He
went on to create the compa-
ny Munsingwear located in
Minneapolis, Minnesota where
from 1890-1920 the flagship
product was the itch less union
suit. He located specifically in
Minnesota because of the cold
weather, which he knew would
command warm underwear.
Apparently the 30,000 gar-
ments produced per day was
not enough as he diversified

into making women’s under-
wear in 1920. Munsingwear
still exists only it is under the
Perry Ellis International, Inc.
company.

It must be mentioned
that Hamilton Carhartt
(1855-1937) the founder of
the workwear clothing com-
pany, opened his factory
in Detroit in 1889 making
union suits for construction
and railroad workers. It was
not just denim and duck can-
vas work clothes, but founda-
tion undergarments as well.
After all the proper founda-
tion of a pair of Long Johns
keeps the world warm and
ticking in the wintertime.
Nowadays we jump into our
union suits and head for bed
where we do sleep tight.
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WESTHAMPTON

Westhampton Public Library announces upcoming events

WESTHAMPTON -
The Westhampton Public
Library, 1 North Road, is
open

Monday and Thursday
from 2-8 p.m.. Tuesday and
Wednesday from 9 a.m.-
noon and 1-5 p.m. and
Saturday from 10 a.m.-1 p.m.

To place a request for
curbside pickup, people
may email westhampton @
cwmars.org or call 413-527-
5386.

Recurring programs
include computer help with
Bob Miller second and
fourth Mondays from 10
a.m.-noon, knitting group
Mondays at 6 p.m., Yoga
Mondays at 6 p.m., Scrabble
group Tuesdays at 2 p.m.,
book group Tuesdays at
2 p.m., walk-in wellness
with Westhampton’s Public
Health nurse first and third
Wednesdays from 10-11:30

a.m., and coffee and chat
Wednesdays from 10 a.m.-
noon. Deborah will be filling
in for Teri and leading Slow
Yoga classes in March.

Energy advocated
office hours are Wednesday,
March 25 at 1 p.m. and Tech
Connect drop-in tech help
Thursday, March 26 from
2-4 p.m.

For children and
teens programs are CFCE
Playgroup: Tuesdays at
10:30 a.m., story time with
Emily Wednesdays at 10:30
a.m. and music with Naomi
Wednesday, March 4 at 3
p.m. Special thanks to the
Friends of Westhampton
Public Library and the Lyn
Keating Programming Fund
for sponsoring this fun music
and movement series for
preschool-aged children and
their families.

After school pro-

grams are a rotating sched-
ule of after school fun at
Westhampton Public Library
every Thursday at 3:30 p.m.
All children under 12 must
be accompanied by an adult,
or sibling 12 years of age or
older. LEGO Club meets first
Thursdays, March 5 at 3:30
p.m.; open crafting second
Thursdays, March 12 at 3:30
p-m.; Switch happy hour
third Thursdays, March 19
at 3:30 p.m.; Comics Club
fourth Thursdays March 26
at 3:30 p.m. and Teen Craft
Nights third Thursdays,
March 19 at 6 p.m.

This month’s craft will
be pressed flower book-
marks. To sign up, teens
should email Emily at
ewayne @cwmars.org.

Special thanks to the
Friends of Westhampton
Public Library and the Lyn
Keating Programming Fund

for sponsoring all afters
school children and teen pro-
gramming.

Tech connect devices
are available for checkout.
Thanks to a grant from the
Northern Hilltown Council
on Aging and Tech Connect:
Success for Older Adults, the
following devices are now
available for a three-week
loan: Android Galaxy Tablet,
Casio Keyboard, Kindle
Paperwhite Ereader and HP
Chromebook Laptops. For
more information, people
may visit https://tinyurl.
com/439y6p3d.

Author Maureen
Groden will visit on
Thursday, March 5 at 6
p-m. The author, Maureen
Groden, RN, is a hospice
nurse. Participants will hear
about her new book “When
a Loved One is Dying:
Conversations About Care,

BLANDFORD

Connection and Coping.”
When faced with a loved
one’s serious illness, many
families find themselves
overwhelmed, uncertain and
afraid. In this compassion-
ate guide, the author offers
a sympathetic and deeply
human glimpse into one of
life’s most challenging pas-
sages. Copies of the book
will be available for pur-
chase at the event. People
may stop by the library and
receive a 30% coupon code
for the book if they wish to
purchase it ahead of time.
Special thanks to the Friends
of Westhampton Public
Library and the Lyn Keating
Programming Fund for spon-
soring this event.

Visual mending cir-
cle meets on Thursday,
March 12 from 6-8 p.m.
Instead of fretting about
that hole in a favorite

sweater, turn it into visu-
al art. Participants will join
library staff to explore the
exciting and creative world
of visual mending. Using
the book “Mending Life:
A Handbook for Repairing
Clothes and Hearts” as a ref-
erence guide, they’ll prac-
tice sashiko mending and
plain weave darning togeth-
er. Special thanks to the
authors of “Mending Life”
Nina and Sonya Montenegro
for providing instructions
for this program. And, spe-
cial thanks to the Friends
of Westhampton Public
Library and the Lyn Keating
Programming Fund for spon-
soring this event. All mate-
rials will be provided and
registration is required for
this event. To register, people
may email westhampton@
cwmars.org or call 413-527-
5386.

.
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COA Director Margit Mikuski table hopped with coffee. She is shown with Ted and Cosette Cousineau.

e R

.\

Ffr

Sue Racine, COA Board Member, chats with diner Stephen Hart; in the background serving is Judith MacKinnon.

PLAN

Council on Aging enjoys
Valentine’s Day lunch

BLANDFORD - St.
Valentine’s Day luncheon,
albeit a day early, was a
well-received treat for diners.
The herbed baked cod and
fixings prepared all for the
cherry pie bar dessert.

The next lunch is Friday,
Feb. 27, for a pasta treat with
homemade meatballs, roast-
ed Brussels sprouts, garlic
bread and Gelato with fruit

topping.

There is no charge
for the COA lunches, but
Director Margit Mikuski asks
that patrons consider a $5
donation to keep the program
going.

Diners should call the
Town Hall at 413-848-4279,
ext. 400 and leave the name
and number of people attend-
ing.

Photos courtesy of Sue Bloomrose
Decked out for St. Valentine’s Day, Chef Joann Martin enjoys the
cherry pie bar dessert.

from page 1

Energy Projects Siting and
Engagement Committee

The board received Trae
Jellinek’s resignation from
the Energy Projects Siting
and Engagement Committee.

Jackie Coury told the
board that the town has
filed a petition to inter-
vene for the Energy Facility
Siting Board, Department
of Public Utilities hearing
on Eversource’s request for
zoning bylaw exemption.
She said, “Now is the time
for everyone to contact leg-
islators.” She added that it
is important to understand
the challenges, and consider
safety.

Town Administrator
Cristina Ferrera said that it
was good to have the inter-
vener status because it gives
the town a “seat at the table.”
But that the Eversource sub-
station project is already an
approved project; a “re-ex-
isting, pre-approved use”
and the “seat at the table”
gives the town the opportu-
nity to learn more and get
more information.

Contract

The board approved a
contract amendment made
on Feb. 9 with Drummy
Roseanne Anderson, the
architectural firm for the
library expansion project.

There is no increase in cost.
Eversource issue

Coury brought up anoth-
er Eversource issue, the
town’s checks to the com-
pany have been returned
because the reference for
the invoice was a date rath-
er than the account number.
This will be corrected.

Ambulance calls

The Hilltown
Community Ambulance
reported that between
October and December 2025
they responded to 15 calls
and made 11 transports,
“mostly medical.”

Finally, Coury pro-
posed any application that

is energy related should be
reviewed by everybody, not
just the Planning Board and
Building Commissioner.

Ted Cousineau said that
each project has its own
Owners Project Manager
who, he believes, should be
communicating with EPSEC.

Veteran’s Services

The board met at their
next evening, Feb. 10, with
Joe Henning who is respon-
sible for Veterans’ Services
for the town’s resident mil-
itary veterans. The upshot
of the lengthy discussion
was that the Select Board
would like to know what
are the specific responsibil-

ities Blandford has for its
veterans. Henning referred
the board to Mass General
Laws, Chapter 115 and the
Hero Act for information.
Cousineau said, “We need a
list of responsibilities.” The
town budgets $10,000 annu-
ally for services for veterans,
what sort of things can it be
used for.

Henning suggested cut-
ting the budget to $5,000.
Coury said she thought it
was Henning’s job to com-
municate with the veterans.
Henning suggested more
information could be on the
town’s website, but “the bot-
tom line is services are on an

individual basis.” During the
course of the hour-long dis-
cussion, Select Board mem-
bers repeated the request for
the town’s responsibilities.

Henning will also pro-
vide the board with the Valor
Act. He said, “Getting vets
motivated is something
else.” He said he has tried.

Coury said, the town
“wants to understand what
you do and what we should
do.” Cousineau said, “When
the vets are not getting a
response or a response that
they need, we (the town)
need to step up and watch
and see how Hennning is
reacting.”
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A small brook trickles along a trail in Chesterfield.

GORGEOUS DAY MAKES FOR GREAT WINTER HIKING
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Tracks show the way along this trail in Chesterfield this past weekend.

Turley Publications photos by Deborah Daniels

Town clerk lists census, dog license and election information

CHESTERFIELD -
Town Clerk Sandy Wickland
reports the annual street list-
ing (census) forms and dog
license forms have been
mailed out to each household
and need to be returned to
the clerk’s office.

If residents have not
received these, they should
call the town clerk’s office
tat 413-296-4741 or email
townclerk @townofchester-
field.com to get one sent to
them. They should provide
their name, correct mailing
address or an email address
so that the forms can be sent
to them.

By returning the street
listing it will keep voters

active on the voters list and
from the information gath-
ered from these completed
forms, we get the number of
residents for many programs
for senior residents, the num-
ber of children that may be
attending school current-
ly and in the future, and it
gives us a count of veterans.
All this information is very
helpful for towns to apply for
many programs helpful to all
residents.

Dog licenses are
required each year for any
dog six months or older and
the current licenses expire
Tuesday, March 31. They
should return these docu-
ments with the proper infor-

BECKET

mation to license their dogs

(a current rabies certificate
and the fee $10 for intact
dogs and $5 for spayed or
neutered dogs and a stamped,
self-addressed envelope) to
get the licenses mailed back
to them.

A Rabies and Microchip
Clinic will be held in
Williamsburg on Saturday,
March 14 at the Fire station,
16 Main St., from 10 a.m.—
noon. This is for dogs and
cats and is open to all other
towns as well. Rabies shots
are $26 each, microchipping
is $68. There will not be a
Rabies Clinic in Chesterfield

this year.

Town Election nomina-

tion papers are now available
from the Town Clerk for the
Monday, May 4 annual elec-
tion. To run for office a can-
didate must be a registered
voter of Chesterfield and take
out a nomination paper and
gather at least 25 signatures
from registered voters of
Chesterfield. Papers must be
returned to the clerk’s office
no later than Tuesday, March
16 by 5 p.m.

The following positions
will be on the May 4, elec-
tion ballot. Positions are for
three years unless noted oth-
erwise. The name of the cur-
rent office holder is shown
next to the open seat.

Positions include Select

Board -Patricia (Trish)
Colson-Montgomery, current
holder; Assessor — Mary Ann
Severance-Rys, current hold-
er; Library Trustee — Jennifer
Peotter, current holder;
Board of Health —Margaret
(Peg) Whalen; Planning
Board (three seats for three
years — Daniel Henshaw,
John L (Jack) Lyons, Eileen
McGowan, current holders;
Planning Board (two seats
for two years) -one vacan-
cy because of the death of
Fred Drake and the other
is because current member
Sarah Hamilton is leaving
her term early; Town Clerk
— Sandra (Sandy) Wickland,
current holder; Tax Collector

— Lenore (Lennie) Pittsinger,
current holder; Treasurer —
Margaret (Meg) McWherter,
current holders; Chesterfield/
Goshen School Committee—
Don Willard III, current
holder; Constable — Daniel
Blair, current holder and Tree
Warden — Christopher Ryan,
current holder

Any registered voter
may apply for a Vote By
Mail application by contact-
ing the clerk’s office or vis-
iting online at https://www.
sec.state.ma.us/divisions/
elections/voting-information/
vote-by-mail.htm.

People may call or email
the Town Clerk if they have
any questions.

WORTHINGTON

BAC accepting art submissions

BECKET - The Becket
Arts Center, 7 Brooker Hill
Road, is accepting sub-
missions for fine art in all
mediums: drawing, paint-
ing, photography, sculp-
ture, mixed media, for its
exhibition season from
April through September.

Selected artists will

be featured in the Arts
Center galleries alongside
three other artists in one of
several group shows. One
piece will be selected for
the season’s Poster Award
and that artwork will repre-
sent the Becket Arts Center
on its seasonal promotion-
al poster. The winning art-

ist will be awarded $300
as well as a solo show in
August. Submission fee
is $25and $20 for Becket
Arts Center members.
Deadline for submissions
is Sunday, March 1. People
may visit becketartscenter.
org/2026callforart for more
information.

Becket Arts Center holds fundraiser

BECKET - On Friday,
Feb. 20, the Becket Arts
Center, 7 Brooker Hill
Road, will hold a Flannel
Fundraiser to help support
the Arts Center’s year-
round programming.

There will be food, fun
and lots of flannel-wear-
ing. Flannel is required;
dancing shoes option-
al. Rounders Revival, a

Berkshire group known for
its uplifting acoustic ren-
ditions of American folk
and country, will provide
the music. Katie Herbst
(rhythm guitar and vocals),
Grahm Sturz (lead guitar
and vocals), Dave Brown
(mandolin and resonator
guitar) and Matt Shomphe
(bass), along with other
musicians will contribute

to the evening’s community
vibe.

In that same spirit, par-
ticipants are encouraged to
bring non-perishable food
items for the Becket Food
Pantry to the event. Tickets
are $15 for non-members
and $10 for members For
more information, people
may visit becketartscenter.
org.

MassDOT announces 1-90 bridge repairs

BECKET - The
Massachusetts Department
of Transportation announc-
es bridge repairs on I-90
eastbound and westbound
at mile marker 20 in
Becket.

The work is scheduled
now through Friday, Feb.
20 from 7 a.m.-3:30 p.m.
each day and will require
lane closures.

Appropriate signage,
law enforcement details,
and advanced message

boards will be in place to
guide drivers through the
work area. Drivers travel-
ing through the affected
areas should expect delays,
reduce speed, and use cau-
tion. All scheduled work
is weather dependent and
subject to change without
notice.

For more information
on traffic conditions, trav-
elers are encouraged to:
Download the Mass511
mobile app or visit www.

mass511.com to view live
cameras, travel times, real-
time traffic conditions,
and project information
before setting out on the
road. Users can subscribe
to receive text and email
alerts for traffic conditions.
Dial 511 and select a route
to hear realtime conditions.
Follow @MassDOT on X,
formerly known as Twitter,
to receive regular updates
on road and traffic condi-
tions.

Subscribe to the Country Journal at countryjournal.turley.com

Special town Meeting on Feb. 24

WORTHINGTON - A
Special Town Meeting will
be held Tuesday, Feb. 24 at
7 p.m. in the R.H. Conwell
School, 147 Huntington
Road.

The warrant contains
six articles. The first article
if approved would adopt to
allow a voice vote, which
is not unanimous, but is
clearly a 2/3 majority to be
declared by the moderator as
approved.

Articles 2 to 5 are all
money related have both
Select Board and Finance
Committee recommendation.

They include appropriation
and transfer of $7,110.10
from the Police Part -time
Wages account to Police
Department expenses and the
appropriation and transfer of
$701.75 from the Recording
Secretary Wages to the
Election Expense account to
cover the cost of the Special
Town Election on Nov. 8,
2025.

Article 4 asks voters
to appropriate and trans-
fer $572.57 form the Tent
account tot the Accounting
and Treasury Software
accounts to pay outstand-

ing balances due. Article
5 if approved would trans-
fer $54.70 form the Fire
Department Operating
Expense account to pay a
Fiscal Year 2025 Rockwood
Ag-Grid bill.

The final article is
a Citizen’s petition and
asks voters to amend the
Worthington Zoning By Law
by adding a new section:
Temporary Moratorium on
large-scale ground-mount-
ed solar photovoltaic instal-
lations and Battery Energy
Storage Systems.

WESTFIELD

Stanley Park history explored

WESTFIELD - Stanley
Park of Westfield in collab-
oration with the Westfield
Athenaeum invites the com-
munity to step back in time
during a special Stanley Park
History Program on Thursday,
Feb. 19, from 3 to 5 p.m. The
program will be held at the
Westfield Women’s Club, 28
Court Street, Westfield.

Local historian Robert
Brown will lead an engag-
ing discussion on the origins
of Stanley Park, tracing its
beginnings in 1949 and high-
lighting the people, vision,
and preservation efforts that
shaped the park into the
cherished community space
it is today. Brown earned a
Westfield Preservation Award
from the Westfield Historical

Commission in 2023.

Attendees will also enjoy
a screening of the 8-minute
documentary, Stanley Park:
Rooted in the Past, Growing
for the Future, which captures
the park’s history, mission,
and enduring impact. Stanley
Park staff will be on site to
answer questions about the
park, upcoming programs,
and ways to get involved
during the upcoming season.
Light refreshments will be
served.

This free program
is open to the public. For
questions or additional
information, please contact
the Development Office at
413-568-9312 ext. 108 or
email development@stan-
leypark.org.

Alzheimer’s
Support Group

meets Feb. 25

WESTFIELD -
Alzheimer’s Association
Support Group meets on
Wednesday, Feb. 25 at 6
p-m. in Armbrook Village
Senior Living and Memory
Support Community, 551
North Road. Caregivers and
family members are invit-
ed to enjoy a light dinner
and to share their personal
experiences and strategies
for communicating with
their loved ones. The pub-
lic is welcome. To join this
group, people may call 413-
568-0000 or email recep-
tion@armbrookvillage.com.
Groups are held on the last
Wednesday of the month.
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Hampshire Regional High School announces honor roll

WESTHAMPTON -
Hampshire Regional High
School list the students mak-
ing the honor roll.

Ninth grade first honors

Ninth grade stu-
dents making the honor
roll are: Elizabeth Barry,
Erin Benard, Elaina Bigda,
Samantha Black, Jadon
Buell, Leila Doolittle,
Jacqueline DuCharme, Talya
Eiseman, Jocelyn Fasoli,
Trinity Fellows, Isabella
Fini, Ryan Garvey, Lexie
Gauger, Samantha Gay,
Aiden Goyette, Willow
Gutermuth, Noah Haryasz,
Hayden Johnson, Saoirse
Keane, Margaret Kugler,
Natalie Labrie, Sophia
Lashway, Anna MacLachlan,
Felicity Manganelli, Ethan
Neylon, Connor Perkins,
Abigail Phelan. Mackensie
Provost, Shane Radon, Kacey
Reed, Maeve Reynolds,
Hazel Scully-Henry, Addison

Thomas, Amay Torres Mor,
Aurelia Tosh, Sadie Wasiuk,
Ethan White, Amelia Woz
and Tarlo Zerbach.
Tenth grade first honors
Tenth grade students
making first honors are Logan
Andrades, Declan Butler, Ace
Charette, Amanda Clemeno,
Ada Corner, Brianna Day,
Sasha Dengate, Kalin
Dubay, Rosemarie Estelle,
Gabrielle Falkowski, Alana
Hanke, Colleen Hearn, Grant
Jennings, Logan LaPointe,
Samantha Law, Charlotte
Letendre Letendre, Eleanor
Miller, Jacob Moran,
Charlotte Niswonger,
Mason Normandin, Hobbes
O’Sullivan, William Overtree,
Luke Pickard, Caroline
Puttick, Torin Rowlett, Maya
Rudnitzky, Colton Shadrick
and Madelyn Zannotti.
Eleventh grade first honors
Eleventh grade stu-
dents making first hon-

MONTEREY

Bidwell House
Museum to host
online program

MONTEREY -The
Bidwell House Museum,
100 Art School Road, will
hold an online program on
Thursday, Feb. 26 at 7 p.m.
on the life of a Continental
soldier with Asher Lurie.

Members are free. Non-
members are $15. Only one
registration is required per
household. Lecture will be
held via Zoom. The Bidwell
House Museum is excited
to present the first of two
off-season Zoom programs
about the Revolutionary War
era, a timely topic in 2026,
the 250th anniversary of the
signing of the Declaration of
Independence.

This talk will be fol-
lowed by a lecture in late
March about life in New
York City during the British
occupation of 1776-1783.
Asher Lurie will explain the
experiences of a soldier in
the Continental Army from
1775 to 1783 including their
hardships, how they fought,
drilled, dined and marched
and the purpose of the items
they carried on their backs.
This talk will highlight the
evolution of an army that
lost many early battles
against one of the world’s
best armies and went on to
become capable of going toe-
to-toe with British regulars.

Asher Lurie is the
Executive Director of the
Hopewell Museum in
Hopewell, New lJersey.
Before coming to the
Hopewell Museum, he
was the chief of Historical
Interpretation at the Old
Barracks Museum in
Trenton, New Jersey. At the
Old Barracks, Asher orga-
nized the annual recreation
of the Battle of Trenton,
which is also the largest
event that takes place annu-
ally in Trenton. During his

¥y

Submitted photo
Asher Lurie will present a
talk via Zoom on the life
of a Continental soldier on
Thursday, Feb. 26 at 7 p.m.

tenure at the Barracks, Asher
focused on quality of inter-
pretation and programming,
which dramatically increased
visitation at large scale
events.

The lecture will be held
via Zoom. Registration via
the Museum event page
is required, https://www.
bidwellhousemuseum.org/
event/the-life-of-a-continen-
tal-soldier/. Details for how
to access the event will be
sent via email a few days in
advance.

The Bidwell House
Museum grounds-194 acres
of woods, fields, historic
stonewalls, self-guided trails
and picnic sites-are open
every day, dawn until dusk,
free of charge. The program
of events can be found by
visiting the museum’s web-
site at www.bidwellhouse-
museum.org.

EASTHAMPTON

Easthampton Theater presents
‘Enchanted April’ in March

EASTHAMPTON
— The Easthampton
Theater Company pres-
ents “Enchanted April”
by Matthew Barber from
the novel by Elizabeth von
Arnim Saturday, March 14
through Sunday, March 22.

The play will be shown
at the Williston Theater, 19
Payson Avenue.

For more information,
people may visit easthamp-
tontheater.com or email
info@easthamptontheater.
com.
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ors are: Alyssa Barcomb,
Kathleen Barry, Emmett
Bastek, Madeline Bresnahan,
Kai Calabretta Rek, Emma
Chateauneuf, Lily Connor ,
Alexa Cortis, Owen Cubi,
Raegan Dubay, Ryanne
Dubay, Natalie Dunlap, Nadia
Easton, Harrison Farrar,
Leo Florek, Amelia Gilman,
Xavier Greenberg, Rachael
Hickox, Isaiah Isa, Katelyn
Krause, Magdeline Lashway,
Addison Miklasiewicz,
Thomas Moore, Shayne
Moynahan, Catalina Ocampo,
Hailey Paszko, Caroline
Payson, Nicholas Roy, Aria
Simonelli, Brielle Stine,
Eleri Tomsovic and Sophia
Tremblay.
Twelfth grade first honors
Twelfth grade stu-
dents making first hon-
ors were: Phoebe Bowser,
Keegan Butler, Colin Cabhill,
Alexandra Henrichon, Layce
Mancuso, Carlea Manley,

High school students invited
to take part in juried art show

WILLIAMSTOWN
— The Clark Art Institute,
Living the Change
Berkshires and Cooler
Communities invite
Berkshire County high
school students to partici-
pate in a juried installation
of student art about climate
change.

Submissions are due
Friday, March 6.vThe exhi-
bition, How Shall We Live:
Berkshire Youth Artists
Explore Their Relationship
with the Earth in the Time
of Climate Change, is on
view April 18-25 at the
Clark Art Institute, 225
South St. In its fourth year,
the initiative encourages
local youth to pair art with

Lucy McVey, Joseph Moro,
Augusts Niswonger, Reese
O’Connell, Caitlyn Packey,
Evelyn Palmer, Andrea
Paszko, Lauren Pellegrini,
Oscar Schiff, Corinne Somes,
Elisabeth Sturtevant, Rachel
Theroux and Lucia Winters.
Ninth grade second honors
Ninth grade students
making second honors
are: Roman Andruchuk,
Madison Bannish, Ethan
Benard, Gabriel Carrasquillo,
Raquelle Denoronha, Danny
Diaz, Lauren Filipek, Sage
Fisk, Emersen Florek-
Grader, Anthony Giannetti,
Jaymes Goddard, Talia
Goddard, Mason Hean,
Tanner Hunsicker, Thomas
Janik, Madison Johnson,
Emma McDonald, Vivienne
Mendes, Bryce Meunier, Noa
Nabut, Teagan Noel, Damian
Pasiut, Mason Pedersen,
Avrianna Rodriguez, Sienna
Steffenhagen, Emmett Stith,

the environment as they
consider ways to appre-
ciate and protect the nat-
ural world. Following the
closure of the show at the
Clark, it will be on view at
Pittsfield’s City Hall and
Sheffield’s Dewey Hall
from late April through
June.

Submissions can
be 2-D or 3-D but must
express students’ ideas on
climate change and inspire
others to care for the envi-
ronment. Both individual
and collaborative submis-
sions are accepted. Students
are asked to respond to one
or more elements in the fol-
lowing prompt:

In the age of climate

change, What does nature
provide? What are the
earth’s needs? What matters
most? What is resilience?
Where do you find guid-
ance and inspiration?

information, people may
visit clarkart.edu/education
or call 413 458 0429.

public reception to cel-
ebrate the opening of the
show and the work of par-
ticipating student artists
on Saturday, April 18 from
2:30-5 p.m. in the Lunder
Center’s Hunter Studio.
Advance registration is
encouraged. People may
register at events.clarkart.
edu.

Nicholas Theroux, Jax
Waddell, Brody Watkins, Ava
Westcott and Brooke York.
Tenth grade second honors
Tenth grade students
making second honors are:
Dexter Bonczek, Colby
Cabrini, Juliette Cerone,
Isaac Clark. Lucas Domina,
Judah Jensen, H. Kellogg,
Elsa Kelly, Kameron Locke,
Moira Long, Owen Moylan,
Jamison Parrish, Fiona
Reynolds, Lukasz Robak,
Karaghan Rogalski, Patrick
Schmidt, Grace Scoble, Keira
Tataro, Katelyn Theroux,
Malcolm Todd, Olivia
Whittaker and Joseph Wright.
Eleventh grade
second honors
Eleventh grade stu-
dents making second honors
are: Elyse Campbell, Julia
Caputo, Aidan Conklin,
Francis Dunn, Kason
Fellows, Kyle LeBeau,
Hayden Miller, Austin

For further submission

The Clark hosts a free,

MIDDLEFIELD

Mullaly, Grayson Noel, Clare
Norris, Autumn O’Malley,
Vanessa Reese, Emmett
Schatz, Allison St. Pierre,
Finch Stahl, Isaac Stith,
Madeline West and Benjamin
Zajac.
Twelfth grade
second honors

Twelfth grade stu-
dents making second honors
are: Pom Sonika Ang, Ava
Bourbeau, Parker Christy,
Eleanor Cleary, Gabriel
Couture, Isabelle Couture,
Jayden Hamel, Eamonn
Hilnbrand, Sarah Hultman,
Braylon Jarrett, Rylee Joseph,
Efrem Korytoski, Madelyn
Layman, Abigail Provost,
Logan Rourke, Tristan
Somes, Bridget Sullivan,
Avery Tudryn and Paige
Walsh.
Thirteenth grade students

Thirteenth grade student
making second honors is
Jonathan Rodriguez.

COLLEGE NOTES

EIms College
lists December

graduates

CHICOPEE - Elms
College announce the stu-
dents, who graduated in
December 2025.

Local students graduat-
ing are Rebecca Boszko of
Huntington, a Bachelor of
Science degree and Aisha
Rasheed of Westfield, a
Master of Science degree.

Elms College is a co-ed-
ucational Catholic college
offering a liberal arts curric-
ulum that prepares students
holistically for a purposeful
life in a diverse and intercon-
nected world. It was founded
in 1928 by the Sisters of St.
Joseph.

Council on Aging announces this week’s lunch menu

MIDDLEFIELD - The
Middlefield Council on Aging
lists the meal choices for the
lunch on Wednesday, Feb.

25 in the Middlefield Senior

Center, 169 Skyline Drive.
Menu choice inc At 1

p-m. they will be showing

a DVD by the Middlefield
Memories Project, which will
be stories of Marge Batorski’s
life as told by her daughter,

PITTSFIELD

Sara Foley and son, Mark
Doane. It will be part of a
series of seven interviews that
the would love to share.

Berkshire Botanical Garden to host springtime bulb show

STOCKBRIDGE - A
springtime tradition contin-
ues at Berkshire Botanical
Garden, 5 West Stockbridge
Road, from Friday, Feb.
20 through about Friday,
March 20 from 9 a.m.-4
p-m. with The Bulb Show.

People may step inside
the Fitzpatrick Conservatory
and they’ll find a bright, fra-
grant retreat from winter’s
chill. Hundreds of bulbs
fill the space from beloved
tulips, daffodils and grape
hyacinths to more unusual
varieties that surprise and
delight.

The Bulb Show, a trib-

ute to beauty, renewal and
the quiet rhythm of the
seasons, is free and open
to everyone. Eric Ruquist,
BBG’s director of horticul-
ture, calls the Bulb Show
the Garden’s annual “gift
to the community,” a blend
of artistry and horticultural
craft.

Creating this burst of
color begins quietly in late
summer, when the horticul-
ture staff selects and orders
the season’s bulbs. Planting
begins in the fall in the
Lexan Greenhouse tulips
first, then daffodils and
finally the smaller bulbs that

round out the collection.

From there, the bulbs
spend weeks in cool rooms
beneath the Center House,
where temperatures remain
close to 42°F to simulate
winter. Tulips need about
15 weeks of chilling, daffo-
dils 12 and grape hyacinths
ten. Staggered planting
ensures a steady succession
of blooms throughout the
month-long show.

As their chilling period
ends, the bulbs move back
to the Lexan Greenhouse
to “wake up.” Over several
weeks, they send up shoots,
leaf out and eventually burst

into color. Before they’re
displayed in the Fitzpatrick
Conservatory, each pot is
topped with moss, pine nee-
dles or nut shells and the
display team adds finishing
touches including succu-
lents, branches, even small
stumps, to create depth and
contrast.

When the show opens,
the conservatory becomes
a bright, fragrant haven. Its
intimate scale invites vis-
itors to lean in close for a
fully immersive, “face-in-
flowers” moment. The 2026
Bulb Show is sponsored by
Webster Landscape.

Berkshire Environmental Action Team to hold pipeline webinar

PITTSFIELD -
Rosemary Wessel of
Berkshire Environmental
Action Team and Cathy
Kristofferson of Pipe Line
Awareness Network for the
Northeast will present an
instructional webinar on gas
transmission pipeline infra-
structure and permitting, as
seen in currently proposed
projects in the Northeast.

The webinar will
take place on Thursday,
Feb. 19 from 7-8:30 p.m.
Participants will learn about
current pipeline proposals
such as the Constitution and
AGT Enhancement, what
pipeline systems are made
of, how different kinds of
projects require different
kinds of public input in the
permit process and what they

mean for the energy land-
scape here in New England.
Registration is required
by visiting https://tinyurl.
com/Pipelines101-webinar.
There has been a marked
increase in gas transmission
pipeline proposals in the
Northeast. With the re-pro-
posal of the Constitution
Pipeline in Pennsylvania and
New York, and expansion
of the AGT pipeline system
in eastern Massachusetts
and Rhode Island, it’s time
to look at what these large
pipelines are made of and
understand their impacts.
Constitution pipeline
would be a new direct sup-
ply line from the fracking
fields of Pennsylvania into
New York, and specifically
states in its permit applica-

tions that its purpose is to
make more gas available
in New England. On its
own, Constitution does not
bring gas to New England
but when it was original-
ly proposed back in 2013,
it led to more large pipeline
project proposals across
Massachusetts, Connecticut
and New Hampshire.

“There are differenc-
es between interstate pipe-
lines and those contained
in just one state. They also
vary depending on the size
of the project and other fac-
tors such as environmental
impacts. Sometimes larger
pipeline systems are pro-
posed in stages, with the
main project proposed first,
then add-ons proposed later.
It’s important to understand

what all the pieces of a pipe-
line system are to see how
a proposed project could
impact your area,” says
Rosemary Wessel, Director
of BEAT’s No Fracked Gas
in Mass program.

“The federal permitting
process can be complex and
overwhelming for those new
to interstate pipeline expan-
sion projects. We will cover
that and how the public can
engage and participate,” says
Cathy Kiristofferson of Pipe
Line Awareness Network for
the Northeast.

Register for the webi-
nar at https://tinyurl.com/
Pipelinesl101l-webinar.
People may learn more at
thebeatnews.org or email
rose @thebeatnews.org with
questions.
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1934-2026

CHESTER - Roland
Duane Pease, 91, known to
most as Duane or R. Duane,
died Feb. 5, 2026 at Noble
Hospital with family by his
side. Born on May 4, 1934 in
Pittsfield, Duane was the son
of the late Roland S. Pease
and Bessie L. (Blake) Pease.

He grew wup in
Middlefield and often shared
tales of his wonderful child-
hood living on the farm with
the extended family that
included his parents, grand-
parents and uncles. His par-
ents eventually moved to the
house across the road (Harry
Pease Road, named after his
grandfather) which enabled
him to continue to thrive in
the sphere of that extended
family that by then included
cousins, who were also life-
long friends.

A consummate story-
teller, Duane often shared
detailed experiences of his
childhood, working “in the
woods,” his Navy days and
myriad adventures through-
out his 91 years. Always the
jokester, he would good-na-
turedly tease anyone he got
to know and was fond of end-
ing the teasing with a joke, a
laugh and a quick exit.

One of the stories Duane
told was about working with
his father logging with horses
in his teens. He loved the out-
doors and while the work was
hard, he loved it, too.

He attended Chester
High School, but pulled a

Keith E. Tinney, 71

Keith E.
Tinney, 71, of
Montgomery,
passed away
peacefully
on Feb. 13,
2026. Born
in Westfield
on March 19,
1954, he was

e
Roland Duane Pease ;jéio,,
-

prank on the prin-
cipal, earning a
“vacation” after
which he said he
just never went
back to school He
went to work full-
time logging and
joined the Navy in
1953. Earning the
rank of Gunner’s
Mate Third Class Petty
Officer (E-4), he served on
the USS Roosevelt and USS
Coral Sea, both aircraft carri-
ers, in the Mediterranean. He
was Honorably Discharged in
1959.

Particularly in his young-
er years, Duane had a repu-
tation as being “spirited” and
was up for any challenge. The
infamous race from down-
town Chester to Becket was
town talk for years as Duane,
having a beverage with a
buddy at the former Lute’s
Rendezvous, challenged the
fellow to a foot race from
thereto the former Bonnie
Rigg, a distance of over four
very uphill miles. With a line
of cars behind him, urging
him on, Duane won the race
and was at the bar having
another beverage long before
his opponent arrived.

It was during his Navy
years that he met his beloved
“Bride” Kayin Norfolk,
Virginia. They lived in
Middlefield and after his
Navy discharge moved to
their house in Chester where
they raised their family and
Duane lived until his passing.
His work through the years

pleasures that
brought him
lasting happi-
ness through-
out his life.
To <cherish
his memory,
Keith leaves
his beloved
wife, Barbara

the son of the
late Wendell and Dorothy
(Hall) Tinney.

Keith attended local
schools. Keith dedicated
19 years of his career to
Monson Developmental
Center before retiring. He
was known for his gen-
tle nature and kind heart.
An avid animal lover,
Keith found great joy in
nature and music, simple

GARDEN

(Blando)
Quenneville of
Montgomery, and his sis-
ter, Debbie LaPorte of
North Carolina.

Services for Keith
will be private and held
at the convenience of
the family. Donations
in Keith’s name may be
made to the Alzheimer’s
Association. www.firtio-
nadams.com.

focused mainly on
the lumber industry
and he spent a large
part of his career
as a foreman for
Kelly Enterprises
(formerly Kelly
Hardwood) in
Pittsfield and
Becket, where he
ran their pallet shop
and sawmill.

After 25 years there,
he went into business for
himself as the president
of Peasewood, Inc., a log-
ging and firewood business.
He eventually worked as
a heavy equipment opera-
tor for J.H. Maxymillian in
Pittsfield, then for the State
of Massachusetts on the
MassPike from which he
retired. Once asked what he
did for recreation, Duane
responded, “work” as he
loved being busy and produc-
tive. Even in his later years,
he continued part-time in the
lumber business buying tim-
ber lots for a small company,
work he continued until his
death. The woods were his
absolute favorite place to be.

Duane also served
the town of Chester as Tree
Warden, then on the Chester
Select Board for many years.
He loved “town politics” and
while his official duties ended
years ago, he could still be
found stopping into various
offices at town hall or the
highway department to share
his thoughts on how things
should be done. Duane was
a highly intelligent, equally

Sept. 16, 1957 —
Feb. 9, 2026

David B. Alward was
born in Norwood and grew
up in Walpole. The youngest
of six siblings, he was active
in sports and exploring the
local woods. David excelled
in academics and hockey at
Walpole High School.

David earned a full
scholarship to Cornell
University. He majored in
engineering and rowed light-
weight crew. Graduating
with honors he was accept-
ed into The University
of Massachusetts School
of Polymer Science and
Engineering and earned his
Ph. D. in 1985.

Dave’s professional
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I laugh when I picture
all of the onion family mem-
bers sitting around at a party.
You’d have the gregarious
onion, the boisterous garlic
and then the cultured shallot,
wearing a beret and speaking
with a French accent.

I’m not sure why my
mind went there, but it was a
fun digression.

In terms of culture, shal-
lots are similar to onions in
that they can be grown from
both sets or seeds. Seeds
would be started indoors
anytime now through March.
Transplants or sets are best
planted in the garden as soon
as the ground can be worked,
usually early April.

Although shallots mature
smaller than onions, spacing
should still be four-six inch-
es apart so that they can size
up to their full potential. They
are shallow rooted, so supple-
mental watering is a must.

When foliage reach-
es 12 inches, apply a mulch
around the base of each plant
to help conserve moisture and
cut down on weed competi-
tion. Until that point, cultivate

Call to place your

carefully by hand or pull indi-
vidual weeds as they pop up.

Like onions, scallions
begin to “bulb up” around the
time of the summer equinox.
Top dressing with fertilizer at
that time is a smart idea.

As summer draws to
a close, shallots will exhib-
it similar die back as onions,
whereby the tops begin to fall
over, indicating they are ready
for harvest. If the weather
cooperates, sun cure on the
ground or garden path for a
few days, then move indoors
to a spot with good air move-
ment to finish the curing pro-
cess.

Once necks have shrunk-
en and dried, cut the tops off
to about one inch above the
bulb and store in mesh bags
as close as you can to the
freezing mark with ample
humidity. One interesting fact
I learned from Fedco Seeds
(www.fedcoseeds.com) is that
if you don’t have a room that
cold, humidity can be adjust-
ed to make up the difference
for proper storage.

For example, best case
scenario dictates that shallots

need 34 degrees at 66 percent
humidity. Say the coldest you
can get your storage spot is 55
degrees, well then they would
like 45 percent humidity. The
closest you can get it to add
up to 100 the better.

I wonder if this theo-
ry holds true for other crops
in storage. My squash and
pumpkin aren’t the happiest
this year, so maybe I will look
into how to manipulate the
environment to avoid some of
the shriveling I am seeing.

Anyhow, I hope you had
a few chuckles reading this
column and that you might
feel inclined to give shallots,
that cultured onion cousin, a
try this gardening season.

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge
School of Agriculture at the
University of Massachusetts.
For 34 years she has held the
position of staff horticultur-
ist at Old Sturbridge Village.
She enjoys growing food
as well as flowers. Have a
question for her? Email it to
pouimette @turley.com with
“Gardening Question” in the
subject line.

e Check Out Our For Sale, Services,
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413-283-8393

stubborn, old-school “man’s
man” with a love of read-
ing. He loved history and
was well-versed on both the
American Civil War and
World War II and a soft heart.
An animal lover, Duane’s
favorites were the four St.
Bernard’s he had throughout
his life. A tall strong man,
Duane felt a kinship for that
large but sweet breed.

Duane was predeceased
by his bride of 59 years, Kay
J. (Bailey) Pease; his sis-
ter Beth A. (Pease) Fuller
and brother-in-law and close
friend, Clarence A. “Butch”
Bailey. He leaves behind his
longtime companion and
friend, Carol Stenico and his
sons, Russell D. (Becky) of
Springfield, Allen D. (Paige)
of Charlotte, North Carolina
and daughters, Barbara
Pease Huntoon (Tom) of
Chester, Karen Ann Pease
Beam (Rick) of Shelby,
North Carolina and Lindsay
Woodbury of Chester. He also
leaves 11 grandchildren, ten
great-grandchildren and many
nieces and nephews.

Per his request, no ser-
vices will be held and Duane
will be buried with mili-
tary honors at Pine Grove
Cemetery in Middlefield in
the spring. Donations may
be made in R. Duane Pease’s
memory to the Chester Fire
Department, Town Hall, 15
Middlefield Road, Chester,
MA 01011 or the Hilltown
Community Ambulance
Association, P.O Box 351,
Huntington, MA 01050.

DEATH NOTICES

ALWARD, DAVID B.

Died Feb. 9, 2026
Life Celebration Gathering Feb. 27 2-4 p.m.
at Chester Fire Station 1

PEASE, ROLAND DUANE

Died Feb. 5, 2026
No funeral service
Burial will be in the spring

TINNEY, KEITH E.

Died Feb. 13,2026
Services will be private

CHECK OUT ALL THE

Tu rleyPuincations

Country Journal

OBITUARY POLICY

obits@turley.com.

Turley Publications offers two types of obituaries.
One is a free, brief Death Notice listing the name
of deceased, date of death and funeral date and place.
The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $275,
which allows families to publish extended death
notice information of their own choice (with a
word limit of up to 500 words) and may include a
photograph. Death Notices & Paid Obituaries
should be submitted through a funeral home to:

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.

David B. Alward, 68

career began
at Monsanto
Company, where
he worked as a
research scientist
specializing in
electron micros-
copy and rhe-
ology. He also
worked at 3M,
Solutia, Cytec,
Bayer and Eastman.
David loved the woods,
mountains and sky. He back-
packed almost every trail in
the White Mountains with his
brothers and his wife, Sue.
He was a private pilot and
loved flying all over New
England with family and
friends. He skied in the Swiss
Alps and had many scuba
diving adventures. His great-
est adventure was in Tibet

where he ascended
the north slope of
Mount Everest to
19,706 feet via the
Rongbuk glacier.
Dave’s favorite
personal achieve-
ment was earning
The President’s
Hundred Marksman
Award in 2017. He
also served as a firefighter
for many years in the Chester
Volunteer Fire Department.
Despite his accom-
plishments, David had a
quiet and humble personal-
ity, loving, well-loved and
loyal. He was someone you
could always talk to about
any challenge you faced. He
would apply his analytical
skills and humane qualities
to aid, advise or simply lis-

ten and provide comfort. We
were never alone with David
as a sibling and friend.

Dave leaves behind
his wife of several years,
Sue Vollrath and their dog,
Ranger.

He also leaves his sib-
lings, Cathy King, Joe,
Johnny, Bobby and Jimmy
Alward and friends Warren,
Wally, Bob, Andre, Richie,
Nate, Tom, Mark and
Charlie.

A Life Celebration
gathering for David will be
held Friday, Feb. 27 from
4-6 p.m. in Chester Fire
Station 1. Donations may
be made to the Chester
Volunteer Fire Firefighters
Association, 15 Middlefield
Road, Box 8, Chester, MA
01011

WILLIAMSBURG

Authors to give book talk

WILLIAMSBURG
— The Meekins Library, 2
Williams St., will hold an
authors book talk with Tom
Weiner and Dr. Amilcar
Shabazz on Saturday, Feb.
28 at 2 p.m. in the Hawks-
Hayden Community Room.

Authors, Tom Weiner, a
Northampton-based writer,
educator and anti-racist activ-
ist and Dr. Amilcar Shabazz,
professor in the W.E.B. Du
Bois Department of Afro-
American Studies at UMass
Ambherst, treasurer and for-
mer President of the National
Council for Black Studies,
will speak about their book,

“In Defiance: 20 abolitionists
You Were Never Taught in
School.”

The book brings to light
the often-suppressed stories
of those who risked every-
thing to end enslavement.
The book profiles 20 Black
and white men and women,
highlighting their courage,
activism and unwavering
commitment to freedom.

Amid ongoing efforts
to erase history, these sto-
ries serve as a powerful cor-
rective- meant to challenge,
inspire, and ignite action. The
book weaves both author’s
perspectives into the narra-

Rabies clinic takes place

WILLIAMSBURG
— A rabies clinic will be
hosted and held at the Fire
Department, 16 Main St., on
Saturday, March 14 from 10
a.m.-noon.

It is open to people

=bestar
CLASSIFIEDS =

TURLEY PUBLICATIONS,

Reaching

50 local communities every week.

from all towns. All pets
must be leashed or crated.
Cats and dogs welcome.
Cost is $26 rabies vac-
cine and $68 microchip
with membership optional.
People should bring current

INC.
readers in

< N
DEFIANCE

tive, emphasizing the impor-
tance of learning from the
past.

March 14

rabies documents. Cash and
checks will be accepted.

A veterinarian will be
on site South Deerfield Vet.
People may email Kelli with
questions at aco@townof-
chesterfieldma.com.
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Call us at 413.283.8393

FIREWOOD WANTED TO BUY
FIREWOOD
Fresh cut & split $225.00
Seasoned cut & split $325.00 (?I!-I:I)- ;\.II_IJFIgI‘.;'EASNI;:g

All hardwood.
Tree length available
*Also have seasoned softwood
for outdoor boilers (Cheap).
Quality & volumes guaranteed!!
New England Forest Products
(413)477-0083

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs,
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys,
Games, coins, sterling, Glass-
ware, Silver-plated items, watches,
Musical instruments, typewriters,
sewing machines, tools, radios,
clocks, lanterns, lamps, kitchen-
ware, cookware, knives, military,
automotive, fire department, ma-
sonic, license plates, beer cans,
barware, books, oil cans, adver-
tising tins,hunting, fishing, signs,
and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood
Furnace. EPA Certified. Titanium Stainless
Steel. $2K Tax Credit.
Call (508)882-0178

A Call We Haul IMPRHO?IIgEﬂENT
FAST REMOVAL
Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it. CHAMELEON
413-531-1936 PAINTING & REMODELING
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

Remodeling &
Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured e Free Estimates

413-351-1147

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging.
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls.
(413)563-0487

WANTED!
CASH for:

- ALWAYS BUYING

* Machinist tools, power tools N

& Snap on. ALL ANTIQUES:
* Electronics & Audio Equipment. Musical  instruments,  guitars,
* Sports Cards. horns, keyboards, vintage elec-
* 70s/80s/90s Toys. tronics, jewelry, coins, watches,

* Antiques & Collectibiles.

military cameras, sports memo-
Much, much more!

rabilia, art, sterling, signs, auto-
motive, hunting, advertising, radi-

Handyman Services

“Walker

Home Improvement

Finish Carpentry
Framing ¢ Drywall »

Call/Text Sam 0s, ham radio equipment, audio Painﬁng . & more!
413-531-5381 equipment, toys, one item or entire
estate. 0
Find archives of this Call Paul 413-206-8688 (413) 687’5552
local newspaper at \_ J
www.newspapers.turley.com
TAX SERVICES

2026
TAX TIME

CHANTEL BLEAU
ACCOUNTING SERVICES

For Full Accounting & Tax Service
Registered Tax Return Preparer

228 West St., Ware, MA 01082 IHS

The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer.
For more information on tax preparers go to irs.gov.

Call For An
Appointment

Personal & Small Business Federal & All States

— = =

I

J— — = = —
= == =a§
== = F / ST === = £/ =
TA

PREPARATION SERVICE
413-34.8-2279

IRS Certified Tax Preparers
~ Independently owned and operated. Over 25 years experience.
~§ 1622 B North Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069
= www.FastTax-MA.com
Free E-File & Direct Deposit

Y
il

588 Center Street
Ludlow, MA 01056
www.ajefinancial.com

(413)589-1671

Personal, Business, Corporate and Partnership Tax Filing

Bookkeeping and Accounting Services
Trusted Experts Since 1995

Call your local Turley Publications
sales representative for information and
rates on advertising your tax service here!

413-283-8393

Call Your Local Turley Publications Sales Representative For Information And Rates On Advertising Your Tax Service Here

CALL 413-283-8393 TO PLACE YOUR AD TODAY'!

ELECTRICIAN

PJ’s Electrical
MASTER ELECTRICIAN
e Licensed & Insured ¢
Providing safe, reliable electrical
services for residential and com-
mercial projects.
NOW OFFERING FREE
CONSULTATIONS.
Call today to schedule your appointment.

(413) 366-1703
(Lic. #24046-A)

BUILT 'N POWERED. Serving all your
electrical and construction needs. Fully
insured and licensed. Free estimates. 10%
Senior and Veteran's discounts. Call Tom
413-472-4104. Electrical Lic. #56789/
CLS Lic. #104505

LICENSED ELECTRICIAN

| offer good quality electrical work,
no project too small. Service upgrades,
pools, trustworthy, dependable & insured.
Master Elec. #20773A.
Text/call Luis 413-218-3301.

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC

Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned compa-
ny. MA License #8101A1.
Call John at (413)206-6509
Every customer gets a free gem stone.

HEATING &
AIR COND.

NO HEAT? Taking no heat calls —
Qil and Gas, AC service also.
413-222-2904 Bobby.

INSTRUCTION

NRA Certified Basic Pistol Course
with Live Fire for License to
Carry permit $140.
Matt Marcinkiewicz
muscione@hotmail.com
413-537-0620

LANDSCAPING

A+ ROZELL'S
LANDSCAPING &
BOBCAT SERVICE

Excavator Services
Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured
Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

PLEASE RECYCLE
THIS NEWSPAPER

MASONRY

STOP WET
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING
All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790.
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING

PRO PAINTING
Low, low prices. All phases interior, exterior
painting and wallpapering. Also minor car-
pentry. 413-310-5099.

PLUMBING

GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING &
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations,
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen &
Bath remodeling. 30 years experience.
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505

RUBBISH
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned,
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed. Family owned/
operated since 1950 (413)537-5090

TREE WORK

AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove
them before the wind takes them down.
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

STUMP GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

The Town of Huntington is seeking a
PART-TIME COUNCIL ON AGING
CLERICAL AIDE
$20-$22 per hour based on experience.
6 hours per week. Application and com-
plete job description are available online at
www.huntingtonma.us or by emailing
admin@huntingtonma.us. Position is

open until filled.

Town of Huntington is an
FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER
. . The Town of North Brookfield is looking
MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 DEADLINES: FRIDAY AT NOON for a PART-TIME PROGRAM ASSIS-
TANT for the Senior Center. Please submit
or call: 413-283-8393 a resume with a letter of interest to the Se-
e lectmen’s Office, 215 North Main
n DA . St., North Brookfield, MA 01535; or
Quabb"" P by email to: selectmen@northbrook-
. . e field.net.
1 2 3 4 Village Hills
- - = s 50,500 eweRanTrEE FOR RENT
M AGAWAM APARTMENT SUBLET.
9 10 1 12 1st Floor, 2BR, 1BA, electric heat, laundry,
off-street parking. $1345/mo includes wa-
ter, trash removal. Available 3/1/26. Good
13 14 15 16 o credit score 650+, references. Dog 40lbs
or less $50/mo., cat $25/mo. Elaine 413-
544-4330.
17 18 19 20 Base Price
a Suburban FOR RENT
21 Base Price | 22 Base Price [ 23 Base Price| 24 Base Price Res'dentlal
$26.50 $27.00 $21.50 $28.00 Circulation: @
59,000 Al real estate advertising in thi
- - - - A ’ g in this newspaper
25 BasePrice | 26 Basgprice | 27 BasePrice | 28 Base Price Hilltowns is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of
: . 1968, which makes it illegal to advertise
Circulation: 9,800 any preference, limitation or discrimination
= e e e pased on ace, olr ehaon
children and or pregnancy), national
All Three ZONES for $26.00 origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any
33 Base Price [ 34 Base Price [ 35 Base Price | 36 Base Price WILBRAHAM i-nte-mt?on to r_nalfe -any such preference’
$3250 $33.00 $3350 sao | for 20 words plus 50¢ for limitation or discrimination.
. This newspaper will not knowingly accept
each additional word. any advertising for real estate that is in
37 Bas; price |38 Base Pric 39 masgprce | 40 Basg Price violation of the law. Our readers are hereby
. 1 . . informed that all dwellings advertising in
this newspaper are available on an equal
opportunity basis. To complain about
discrimination call The Department of
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD”
Name: Phone: toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E.
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll
Address: free number for the hearing impaired is
™ 1-800-927-9275.
Town: State: Zip:
Number of Weeks: X per week rate = $ ALL 3 ZO N ES NOW FOR Cl .f. d
Credit Card: 1 MasterCard QVISA (1 Discover  Cash (1 Check# THE PRlCE OF ONE' aSSI . l.e
Gurd 1o Dt ow : Advertising
Amount of charge: Date: Make checks payable to Turley Publications D EA D LI N E
OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK! FRIDAY AT NOON
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PUBLIC NOTICES

WILLIAMSBURG
CONSERVATION
COMMISSION
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

In accordance with the Wet-
land Protection Act of the Gen-
eral Laws of the Commonwealth
of Massachusetts, Chapter 131,
Section 40, the Williamsburg
Wednesday, March 4, 2026 at
7:00 PM via zoom, Join Zoom
Meeting

https://usO02web.zoom.
us/j/8859354972; Meeting ID:
8859354972

+1 646 558 8656 US (New

and place designated. A copy of
the application and plan may be
inspected at the Williamsburg
Town Hall in the Conservation
Commission Office, 141 Main
Street, Haydenville, MA 01039
or contact the office by phone
at 413-268-8416 or by email at
hilltownconcom@gmail.com or
conservation @burgy.org
Joe Rogers, Chair
Williamsburg
Conservation Commission
02/19/2026

York), on the application of Dan THE COMMONWEALTH
Banister, Highway Superinten- OF MASSACHUSETTS
dent c/o Town of Williamsburg MASSACHUSETTS
Highway Department DEPARTMENT OF

24 Main Street, Williamsburg, TRANSPORTATION
MA 01096. The applicant is re- HIGHWAY DIVISION
questing an Order of Conditions NOTICE OF A DESIGN
for work on all Town owned roads PU]%LIC HEA.RI.NG
in  Williamsburg, MA (Road Project Description:
ROW). Work will include but not _ Westfield
be limited to: Maintenance and  Intersection Improvements at
repair of existing roadways, veg- Southampton Road

(Route 10/202),

etation removal, sediment remov-
al and replacing, repairing, and/
or retrofitting drainage structures.

Project Location: All Town
owned Roads

Any interested person wish-
ing to be heard on the applica-
tion should appear at the time

Servistar Industrial Way,
and Barnes Airport Drive.
Project File No. 612600
A Design Public Hearing will be
held to present the design for the
proposed project in Westfield,

MA.

WHERE: Westfield City Hall
City Council Chambers
Second Floor

59 Court Street

Westfield, MA 01085

WHEN: Wednesday,
February 25,2026 @ 7:00pm

PURPOSE: The purpose of
this hearing is to provide the
public with the opportunity to
become fully acquainted with the
proposed project. All views and
comments submitted in response
to the hearing will be reviewed
and considered to the maximum
extent possible.

PROPOSAL: The proposed
project consists of intersection
improvements at Southampton
Road (Route 10/202), Servistar
Industrial Way, and Barnes Air-
port Drive. The intersection is
proposed to be reconstructed as
a roundabout. Bicyclists and pe-
destrians will be accommodated
with an 8-foot wide shared-use
path around the outside of the
roundabout in accordance with
applicable design guides.

A secure right-of-way is nec-
essary for this project. Acqui-
sitions in fee and permanent or
temporary easements may be
required. The Commonwealth
of Massachusetts is responsible

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13
14 15 16
17 18 19
20 21 22
23 24 25 26
27 28 29 30
31 32 33 34 35 36 37
38 39 40 21
42 43 - 44 45
46 47 48

49 50 51 52 53 54
55 56 57 58 59 60
61 62 63
64 65 66
67 68 69
CLUES ACROSS 39. People 65 and over CGLUES DOWN 31. Wet dirt
1. Cut quickly 41. Small amount 1. Brushed 32. Southwestern Russia
5. A way to state 42. Daughter of 2. Small water spirit city

clearly Acrisius (Germ.) 33. Observed
11. River in NE 44, Ornamental box 3. Heroes 36. Angry

Scotland 45, Government agents 4. Monetary units 37. Drivers’ licenses
14. Expansive 46. Uncertain 5.Some don'twantto  39. Musical composition
15. Lacking social 49. A cotton fabric with share theirs 40. Auction

polish a satiny finish 6. Free-swimming 43.They __
16. Amount of time 51. Treeless plains invertebrate 45, Women
17. Frame 55. One’s sense of 7. Litigates 47. Be filled with love for
19. Automobile self-importance 8. Quter 48. Thick-soled sock
20. Toadstools 56. Consumer advocate 9. Parallelograms 49, Appears
21. High school dances  60. Type of lounger 10. Uneasy feelings 50. Old World lizard
22. Utilize 61. Body part 11. Cross 52. The leading
23. Experimented with ~ 62. Can be persuaded ~ 12. A way to remove performer
25. One-sided 64. Woman (French) 13. Pages can be 53. Protein
27. Acquisitive 65. Ready and willing dog-__ 54, “Gunga Din” script
31. Potted plants to be taught 18. Ukrainian city writer
34. Everyone has one  66. Arab ruler title 24. A citizen of Denmark  57. Art__, around 1920
35. Kalahari Desert 67. Unhappy 26. Month 58. __ Blyton, children’s

lake 68. Gradually went 28. Hindu queens author
38. Unidentified flying away 29. Group of chemicals ~ 59. Abnormal breathing

object 69. Able to think clearly 30. Rider of Rohan 63. A place to rest
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for acquiring all needed rights
in private or public lands. Mass-
DOT’s policy concerning land
acquisitions will be presented in
the hearing.

Project inquiries, written state-
ments and other exhibits regard-
ing the proposed undertaking
may be submitted to Carrie E.
Lavallee, PE., Chief Engineer,
via e-mail to MassDOTProject
Management@dot.state.ma.us
or via US Mail to Suite 7550, 10
Park Plaza, Boston, MA 02116,
Attention: Project Management,
Project File No. 612600. State-
ments and exhibits intended for
inclusion in the public hearing
transcript must be emailed or
postmarked no later than ten (10)
business days (14 calendar days)
after the hearing is hosted on the
MassDOT website listed below.

This hearing is accessible to
people with disabilities. Mass-
DOT provides reasonable ac-
commodations and/or language
assistance free of charge upon
request (e.g. interpreters in
American Sign Language and
languages other than English,
live captioning, videos, assis-
tive listening devices and al-
ternate material formats), as
available. For accommodation
or language assistance, please

contact MassDOT’s Chief Di-
versity and Civil Rights Offi-
cer by phone (857-368-8580),
TTD/TTY at (857) 266-0603,
fax (857) 368-0602 or by email
(MassDOT.CivilRights@dot.
state.ma.us). Requests should
be made as soon as possible and
prior to the hearing, and for more
difficult to arrange services in-
cluding sign-language, CART or
language translation or interpre-
tation, requests should be made
at least ten business days before
the hearing.
In case of inclement weather,
a cancellation announcement
will be posted on the internet
at  https://www.mass.gov/orgs/
highway-division/events.
JONATHAN GULLIVER
HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATOR

CARRIE E. LAVALLEE, PE.
CHIEF ENGINEER
02/12, 02/19/2026

Gateway Regional
FY 27 School Budget
Public Hearing
In accordance with Chapter 71
Section 38N of the Massachusetts
General Law the public hear-
ing for the 2026-2027 Gateway
Regional School District bud-
get will be held in the Perform-

ing Arts Center at the Gateway
Regional Middle/High School
Complex located at 12 Littleville
Road, Huntington, MA 01050
on Wednesday, March 4, 2026
at 7:00 p.m. Reference: Massa-
chusetts Newspapers Publishers
Association website: masspublic
notices.org

02/19/2026

Please check
the accuracy of
your legal notice
prior to submis-
sion (i.e., date,
time, spelling).

Also, be sure
the requested
publication date
coincides with
the purpose of the
notice, or as the
law demands.

Thank you.

THIS WEEK’S HOROSCGOPES

ARIES CANCER LIBRA CAPRICORN
Mar 21/Apr 20 Jun 22/Jul 22 Sept 23/0ct 23 Dec 22/Jan 20

You have the cosmic Cancer, a feeling of Relationships are the Your professional rep-
green light to start that emotional security em- key to your happiness utation is soaring. Key
major project you've powersyoutotackleany this week, Libra. Expect figures at your job are
been planning or to take  professional challenge  delightful interactions, recognizing your dedi-

a leap in your career, Ar-
ies. Trust your intuition
—it's sharper than ever.

TAURUS

Apr 21/May 21
Abundance is knocking,
Taurus. Your hard work
is translating into tan-
gible rewards, and you
may receive unexpected
good news regarding fi-
nances or resources.

GEMINI

May 22/Jun 21

Your mind is sparkling,
Gemini, making you the
most magnetic person
in the room. Use this vi-
brant energy to connect,
share ideas and lead
discussions.

with grace and confi-
dence. You are totally
centered right now, so
go for it.

LEO

Jul 23/Aug 23

Leo, you are radiating
charisma this week
and attracting positive
attention wherever you
go. Use this incredible
visibility to network or
showcase your talents.

VIRGO

Aug 24/Sept 22

You'll find great satisfac-
tion in clean, organized
work that earns sincere
praise this week, Virgo.
Your dedication is about
to unlock a significant
reward. Surprises are in
store.

smooth negotiations and
the forging of beneficial
alliances.

SCORPIO

Oct 24/Nov 22

This week is all about
your own transformation,
Scorpio. You feel a surge
of internal power and
clarity that allows you to
confidently pursue deep,
personal goals.

SAGITTARIUS
Nov 23/Dec 21

Your sense of optimism
and love for exploration
is fully charged, Sagittar-
ius. Even if you can’t take
a trip, your mind is open
to exciting new philoso-
phies or ideas.

cation and leadership.
Expect exciting opportu-
nities for advancement.

AQUARIUS

Jan 21/Feb 18

Your network is buzz-
ing with opportunities,
Aquarius. Collaborative
efforts are highly fa-
vored, and you’ll find in-
credible support for your
most innovative ideas.

PISCES

Feb 19/Mar 20

Pisces, your intuition is a
superpower that guides
you toward fulfillment
and emotional satisfac-
tion this week. Embrace
your artistic side and al-
low your imagination to
lead the way.

Here’s How It Works:
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine

Fun By The
Numbers

Like puzzles?
Then you'll love
sudoku. This
mind-bending
puzzle will have
you hooked from

3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each
row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row,
column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will
appear by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The
more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

the moment you
square off, so
sharpen your
pencil and put
your sudoku
savvy to the test!

NATIONALLY ADVERTISED MERCHANDISE FOR ALL MAKES & MODELS

WHOLESALE RETAIL

Now stocking
Car Quest

* Complete Auto Machine Shop Service  Engine Rebuilding Of All Kinds

% Authorized Caterpillar Hydraulic Hose Dealer * Hydraulic Hoses

Call “DALE”

8-12 BIRGE AVE., WESTFIELD

Filters made
by WIX,
Amalie Oil,
Bailing Twine

Dial 568-8944 or 568-1611 FAX # 568-1554

&
Tractor Parts
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Chester Library hosts geology program

CHESTER - Inspired
by nearly a decade of local
history exploration James
Higby has proven himself to
be a local expert on geology

museum. The Hilltown
Hikers offers educational
events at various locations
in Western Mass because
it’s not just about the hik-

ing here, it’s about history
hiking.

People can visit the
museum during special
events including Chester On

Track in May. The museum

holds this exquisite col-
lection containing minerals
from all over the world and
even dinosaur tracks.

HILLTOWN HIKING ADVENTURES

in the Chester area.

A resident of Chester
since 2017, Higby has been
a hiking companion many
times when Elizabeth Massa,
now president of Western
Massachusetts Hilltown
Hikers, first ventured out
into the vast roadless wil-
derness that includes Gobble
Mountain, Mount Gobble
and Round Hill Mountain in
Chester and Becket. This is
the area that the first Western
Railroad was built and where
emery was first found in the
world. It is also the place
where people get lost.

The rich geological and
industrial history here is
like nowhere else, so much
so it is studied by geology
students at UMass. Higby is
enrolled in the Geographic .
Information Support Team James and Wayne hold up the Geological Map of the Chester
Master’s Program at UMass ~& = quadrant.

Ambherst leading him on his ) i ) . pie s ST b — : —
journey to create excellent d .~ : ; ' ' : L0 -
maps of the area and gain |. .

even more knowledge. K

He shared his knowl-
edge at the Hamilton
Memorial Library, which
houses the HuldaBurdick
Mineral Collection in it’s

www.hilltownhikers.com

vy

SEFAIREITE
Belusgundy Saxany

L

Submitted photos
Above, this is a sampling of
the unique minerals in the
Hamilton Memorial Library
mineral collection Left, This
is part of the map that James
Higby submitted for the Arthur
Robinson print map award in the
53rd CaGIS map competition.
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is offering our local businesses an opportunity

to advertise at a REDUCED RATE!

Meet
Your

Get to know—

; * Business profile - 250 words
Hﬂkg:;v;s Get to know Meot p Attendees of the program at the Chester library were fascinated
by' Moltenbrey’s Market o e Photo - yourse|f, by the maps that James brought.
%Z:i‘:::fpark (General Location: 1

employees or building

Worthington. MAOOS Rie 115 hupington » A 5‘"""7(
Phone Nm(l}léw“ Phone Number: D 7
23503 413-667- 1 Z( Z( ‘ W <
R dventure founs of Warren <
Website: ours of Operation: Shurc the Adventurc with us! ) :
HilltownRealEState.COl Mon _Fri, 8am-6pm, Sat. 8am-4pm g;vr?;r;{;}f“nager Name: Shurc the Adventurowith us o A0
Hours of Operation:
i t onk H i
By appointment 0 N); b :svivn]eosig have you been in and locally, organically grown.
Owner/Manager 40 .
plus years for Darryl. Why d i i i
James D Adams Grandpa Frederick Moltenb Y do you enjoy this business? NOI'WC lall
‘Agent: Amy Coyne bought the business rey People. For example for the past . g

Agent: Erik 0. Cubi five or six years at Christmas time

from Earl Miller, who started

. an i
itin approx. 1910. anonymous customer gives to

assist anonymously those in need
tempgranly. Grandfather started this
tradition and it continues.

' Breakaway!
Howlonghaveyot v o kes you stand out .
from the competition2
The only fully stocked, competitively
priced, grocery market in a
12-15 mile radius of Huntington.

This special section will run
in the March 12, 2026 issue
| of the Country Journal.

' AD DEADLINE: March 4, 2026

the Best!

Describe your product or service.
Handcut and fresh ground meats,
hgnd~seasoned and smoked
kielbasa. We also offer freshly made
sandwiches, wraps, soups and

[TAINORWEGIAN
oL L L DR

I A i f —
el o s and | June 9-12 4-Day Boothbay Harbor Vacation................ $899
1] [ 1] H
—~—— . AD SIZE: 5.25"x6 for ONLY $99 June 27....Lake George Cruise & Lunch ... $185
. July 11.....Provincetown by Fast Ferry.......c.couoreineneuns $220
T I b July 19.....8-Day Bermuda & Halifax Cruise......from $1699
ur ey Aug 30.....8-Day Nova Scotia Cruise .........usuuens from $1699

Contact your sales representative Wendy Delcamp

Publications, Inc. >
at 413.2374245 or email wdelcamp@turley.com

- A TURLEY PUBLICATION -
WWW.TURLEY.COM

Share the Adventure with us soon!
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357
or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com




