
By Wendy Long
Correspondent

The Jan. 14 meeting 
of the Huntington Select 
Board had an incredibly 
lengthy agenda, as the 
board has not met since 
Dec. 17. 

As such, Chairman 
Roger  Booth  opened 
with a motion that pub-
lic input and questions 
would not be allowed 
except for a public hear-
ing item, unless agreed to 
during the meeting. This 
was unanimous with both 
Bill Hathaway and John 
McVeigh agreeing. 

A series of appoint-
ments took up the three 
h o u r  m e e t i n g  w i t h 
left topics pushed out 
to  a  special  meet ing 
scheduled for Jan. 21. 
Appointments includ-
ed Town Clerk Michelle 
Fieldstad-Booth on opt-
ing out of early voting 
for the May 9 Municipal 
Election and dog license 
late fees, Jay Barry and 
Melissa Matarazzo on 
a  s tudy to  reg ional -
ize  Smith Vocat ional 

School, the Water and 
Sewer Commission with 
the Board of Health on 
the issue of how to pre-
pay $700,000 in PFAS 
work as required on their 
cost-reimbursement grant, 
the Finance Committee 
on the FY ‘27 budget, and 
Highway Superintendent 
Brad Curry on the depart-
ment’s  organizat ional 
structure and related pol-
icy. 

The meeting opened 
with a public hearing 
on the town’s propos-
al to opt out of no-ex-
cuse early voting by mail 
for the Saturday, May 9 
Municipal Election. In 
reading the motion, Booth 
read the notice of the 
hearing, which said that 
state law allows cities and 
towns to opt out of no-ex-
cuse early voting as long 
as they vote to do so 45 
days before an election. 
Town Clerk Michelle 
Fieldstad-Booth said the 
Board of Registrars met 
on Jan. 7 and decided to 
recommend opting out 
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By Wendy Long
Correspondent

Hilltowns Care con-
vened a community work 
day a t  the  Hunt ington 
Public Library on Saturday, 
Jan. 10 from 10:30 a.m.-
1:30 p.m. to continue work-
ing on a food resources 
mapping project for the 
region.

Their post  on Meta 

said, “Where is there food 
in the hilltowns? All the 
food, free food, hot food, 
food for animals, sit down 
food, to go food, conve-
nience items, gas station 
snacks, groceries and the lit-
tle farm stand you or your 
neighbor put out at the end 
of the driveway. We want to 
know it all.”

According to  Er ica 
Wells, Hilltowns Care has 

been working on a food 
mapping project since their 
first meeting, held over a 
year ago. Saturday’s meet-
ing was focused on sorting 
some of the collected data 
about food sources in the 
area, expanding on some 
of the work done by the 
HIlltown Food Processing 
Center  and Community 

Hilltowns Care food resources 
mapping project is underway

By Wendy Long
Correspondent

Eight towns were hon-
ored at a Massachusetts 
250 event held in Great 
Barrington on Saturday, 
Jan. 10. 

Ultimately, the event 
honored the hand-off of the 
present day series of Knox 
commemorations from New 
York to Massachusetts and 
specified the historic rolls 
that the towns of Alford, 
Great Barrington, Monterey, 
Egremont,  Sandisfield, 

Otis, Blandford and Russell 
played when the noble train 
of artillery passed through 
in January 1776. 

The day opened with a 
reenactment of the arrival of 
Colonel Henry Knox with 
oxen, horses and teamsters 
bringing 60 tons of can-
ons and armaments from 
Fort Ticonderoga across 
the state line into Alford, 
Massachusetts. Dignitaries 
from both states met up at 
the state line with reenac-
tors using horse-drawn 
sleds and demonstrating 

the use of the artillery in an 
open field. 

At 1 p.m., a proces-
sion that included costumed 
reenactors, a fife and drum 
corps, and horses pulling 
sleds with cannon barrels 
left the Great Barrington 
Historical Society and 
marched to the Mahaiwe 
Theatre for an afternoon 
program marking Knox’s 
arrival in Massachusetts and 
hardships endured while 
crossing the hilltowns of 
Western Massachusetts. 

T w o  t e a m s  o f 
Clydesdales traveled from 
HKS stables in Duxbury-
Pembroke to replace a team 
of oxen that had originally 
been planned. Casey Pease 
from Senator Paul Mark’s 
office said that the horses 
were more predictable and 
better-behaved than the 
oxen. The same Clydesdales 
will also be on hand at 
future Knox 250 events. 

T h e  eve n t  a t  t h e 
Mahaiwe opened with 
welcoming remarks from 
Jonathan Lane, Executive 
Director of Revolution 
250 and Stephen Bannon, 
C h a i r  o f  t h e  G r e a t 
Barrington Select Board. 
State Representative Lee 
Davis announced that a 
new exhibit in the archives 
of the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts will open 
on Evacuation Day March 
17 and run through the rest 
of the year; the state will 

Knox event honors eight towns
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By Mary Kronholm
Correspondent

Jane Rohman and hus-
band John Bianco moved to 
Blandford 28 years ago. 

Rohman was a for-
mer advertising executive 
with Saatchi and Saatchi in 
Manhattan and a published 
author. Bianco was a pro-
ducer/director for National 
Broadcas t ing  Company 
News. 

Rohman launched Jane 
Rohman & Associates, a pub-
lic relations agency shortly 
thereafter on her own. A few 
years later Bianco left NBC 
and joined Jane Rohman & 
Associates. The firm thrived 
in the country setting.

Now retired herself, she 
has plunged head first into 
discovering whatever there is 
to know about Blandford, its 
people and its history. First 
and foremost, she considers 
herself a producer, but extend 
that to mean a producer of 
an image. That is what she 
has accomplished with the 
phrase, Blandford: a little 
town with a big history.

“If Blandford Historical 
Society continues to posi-
t ion,  package and pro-
mote its incredible history, 

like we have with our first 
Ghost Walk back in October 
and now with our Knox 250 
event, we will become a pow-
erhouse not only attracting 
the hearts and minds of peo-
ple of all ages in our commu-
nity, but across the region,” 
said Rohman. It all started 

just before Thanksgiving. 
She, and other vol-

unteers, Melissa Hamm, 
Mary Hull, Terri Garfield 
and Randy Garfield have 
all had a hand in research-
ing the town’s history with 
Rohman and how locals 
were involved, not just in the 

American Revolution, but 
in playing other parts in the 
nation’s history. For instance, 
George Ashmun, born in 
Blandford in 1804 was 
chairman of the Republican 
Convention in Chicago that 
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Turley Publications photo by Mary Kronholm
Jane Rohman and John Bianco are shown at the Cannon Salute and Bonfire Celebration honoring 
General Henry Knox on Sunday, Jan 11 at the Blandford Fairgrounds.

Photo courtesy of Stephanie Brown
Inspecting the horses drawing sleds loaded with cannon 
barrels, at the Jan. 10 reenactment of crossing the state line 
into Massachusetts. 

Knox celebration had plenty of planning
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Submitted photo
Community members assembled at the Huntington Public Library on Saturday, Jan. 10 to continue 
work on their food resource mapping project. When finished, this will be posted on the Hilltowns 
Care webpage.
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$179
lb

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION  

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS
PORK LOIN CHOPS or ROAST 

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN

SALE DATES: SALE DATES: 
1/22/26-1/28/261/22/26-1/28/26

USDA INSP. FRESH

WHOLE CHICKEN TWIN PAK .............

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN

SNOW CRAB CLUSTER COOKED .

USDA INSP. FROZEN

SARA LEE
CHOCOLATE CREAM PIE 19.6 OZ ... 

PRICES IN  RED
ARE AT OR BELOW

 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

$999
lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN
BONELESS & SKINLESS

CHICKEN TENDERLOIN TRAY PAK ...

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN

CHICKEN BREAST 10 LB BAG ...........

ea$444

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

TAILGATE SPECIALS

$298
lb

lb

$499
USDA INSP. 
TURKEY BREAST ..................
USDA INSP. 
SWISS CHEESE .....................

 SLICED IN OUR DELI 

$399
lb

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN
PORK LOIN 
RIB END or LOIN END ...........

USDA INSP. STORE MADE
ITALIAN MARINATED
1/2 CHICKEN .....................
USDA INSP. FROZEN
FULLY COOKED W/BBQ RUB 
ST. LOUIS PORK RIBS ....... lb

lb
$299

$299

$144

$168
BEEF CHUCK 

STEAK or ROAST
lb

WHOLE WHOLE 
OR HALFOR HALF

USDA INSP. 
SMOKED PORK 
SHOULDER PICNIC .....................$266

lb

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

$399
lb

7 LB 7 LB 
BAGBAG

80% LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

CUT CUT 
FREEFREE lb

$122
lb

$777

$599
lb

lb

BEEF STRIPLOIN

FIVE ISLANDS
Georgetown, Maine
2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom

Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

• Walk to Five Islands Wharf and 
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
• Close to Reid State Park

$1200/week
207-607-9333

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each adver-
tiser is requested to 
check their advertise-
ment the first time it 
appears. This paper 
will not be responsi-
ble for more than one 
corrected insertion, nor 
will be liable for any er-
ror in an advertisement 
to a greater extent than 
the cost of the space 
occupied by the item 
in the advertisement.

Development Corporation 
years ago, with more updat-
ed and vetted information. 

“We hope to be able 
to share our list of resourc-
es at the end of the day, 
although we will continue 
to add and refine the data,” 
Wells reported. According 
to Wells, their end goal is to 
have both a digital and print 
version of this resource map 
to share with the public.

Saturday’s event had 
about eight to ten people 
working together to refine 
their resource document and 
verify information. “When 
the data is uploaded from 
our work day, we will have 

a public facing document to 
share, as well as a feedback 
form to add more informa-
tion,” Wells added.

Included will be area 
food pantries, farm stands, 
and the food reclama-
tion projects at “It Takes a 
Village” and Middlefield’s 
Blossom Center.  These 
projects pick up food that 
is at or just passed its sell-
by date and bring them to 
these sites. Instead of end-
ing up on landfills as stores 
and restaurants are prohib-
ited from selling after those 
dates the food can be dis-
tributed to people in the 
community at no cost.

provide free bussing to any 
Massachusetts school that 
wishes to attend. 

A trifecta of state sen-
ators spoke: New York 
Senator Michelle Hinchey, 
Massachusetts Senator Nick 
Collins (Dorchester Heights) 
and Massachusetts Senator 
Paul  Mark of  Western 
Massachusetts. In his com-
ments ,  Mark descr ibed 
Massachusetts as a colo-
ny with its own culture that 
clashed with a National 
Government that wanted 
to get “a bit too powerful. 
When people tell us what to 
do, we don’t love it,” Mark 
said. He added that people 
were originally not looking 
for war nor self government, 
just the right to live as they 
wanted. “We are willing to 
fight for those same ideals 
today,” he said to a round of 
applause from the packed 
theater. 

Senator Nick Collins 
of South Boston added con-
text on the man who would 
become Brigadier General 
of the Artillery. “Knox was 
not only there at the begin-
ning, he served Washington 
right up to the Surrender of 
Yorktown.” 

Ta k i n g  t h e  s t a g e 
next was Robert Allison, 
a Professor of History, 
L a n g u a g e  a n d  G l o b a l 
C u l t u r e  f r o m  S u ff o l k 
University, who described 
the events of the day in the 
1776 American Colonies. 
Whi le  Genera l  George 
Washington was making 
plans to relieve the British 
siege on the city of Boston, 
Thomas Paine was deliver-
ing his anonymous pamphlet, 
Common Sense, which said, 
“The sun never shone on a 
cause of greater worth.”

He spoke of the battle of 
Breed’s Hill, where the red 
coats suffered more casual-
ties than in any other event 
in the war. Allison also spoke 
of Benjamin Franklin’s quote 
about the new “Republic, if 
you can keep it,” which was 
also met with great applause. 

A l l i s o n  s a i d  t h a t 
Massachusetts would send 
more men to fight with the 
Continental Army than any 
other state in the union. He 
said that George Washington, 
borrowing from Isaiah, envi-
sioned, “A place where every 
man can sit under his own 
vine and fig tree, and none 
can make him afraid.”

Knox had been com-

missioned as a Colonel of 
Artillery and sent to Fort 
Ticonderoga to bring back 
cannons and artillery after 
the fort  had been cap-
tured from British General 
Burgoyne by Ethan Allen 
and Benedict Arnold. In a 
letter to Washington, Knox 
wrote of  “the noble train of 
artillery” that consisted of 80 
teams to move the 60 tons 
of equipment 300 miles to 
Boston. 

U p o n  a r r i v i n g  i n 
Springfield, the New York 
militia and teamsters turned 
back and were replaced by 
Massachusetts men and ani-
mals. Repairs to the equip-
ment were also made there 
and the train continued east, 
but on a much easier path. 
Upon reaching Framingham, 
the cannons were mount-
ed onto their  carriages 
and rolled into place on 
Dorchester Heights. Within 
two weeks, Washington 
would retake Boston and on 
March 17 the British and 
loyalists would depart on 
100 ships bound for Nova 
Scotia. The British would 
never retake Boston nor 
Massachusetts. 

At this point in the pro-
gram, Kate Fox invited up 
historians from each of the 
towns, who spoke for a few 
minutes and received a com-
memorative plaque. The 
significance of this portion 
of Knox’s journey cannot 
be overstated. The land was 
steep and treacherous, and 
at times lacked the snow 
required to easily move the 
sleds. Going downhill-as 
with Russell’s “Devil’s 
Staircase” was even harder to 
manage than climbing uphill.

Robert Hoogs said that 
Knox reached the town of 
Monterey 250 years ago on 

this date. Knox wrote in his 
journal on Jan. 10, 1776 that 
they had reached the town, 
“after have climbed moun-
tains from which we might 
almost have seen all the 
kingdoms of the earth.”

Rona ld  Bernard  o f 
Sandisfield reported that 
his town had sent 240 men 
to the Continental Army. 
Sandisfield has a section 
of the Knox Trail that has 
remained undeveloped and 
looks as it was 250 years 
ago. He showed the upcom-
ing book, “Ye Trodden Path” 
about the trek through the 
hilltowns, which will be out 
in a few weeks. 

No stranger to pro-
grams about the Knox Trail, 
Tom Ragusa of Otis has 
gone back to the 1764 sur-
vey from the Massachusetts 
archives. The trail through 
O t i s ,  S a n d i s f i e l d  a n d 
Monterey is featured in “Ye 

Trodden Path” and describes 
their years of research to 
find the actual route and 
“the amazing moments of 
finding the landmarks (from 
Knox’s journal and other 
documents) undisturbed.” 
He confirmed that they 
have mapped a definite sev-
en-mile section of Knox’s 
journey.

Ch ips  Norc ros s  o f 
Blandford said that two of 
his town’s residents did the 
full 18 day reenactment trek 
in 1975, on the 200 year 
anniversary. In 1776, the 
town of Blandford put on a 
chicken dinner and square 
dance when the team arrived. 
He put on his Western Mass 
Hilltown Hikers hat and 
credited them for their work 

in promoting known sections 
and working with historians 
to fill in the gaps.

Russell’s Sue Maxwell 
took up Norcross’s message 
about the gaps in the known 
trail, especially in her town. 
“We have tried to find the 
devil’s staircase,” Maxwell 
said. “We’ll find it pretty 
soon.”

C o n c l u d i n g  t h e 
event were Mary Tedesco 
(Massachusetts) and Lisa 
O’Brian (New York), State 
Regents of the Daughters of 
the American Revolution. 
“These events give an oppor-
tunity to reflect and remem-
ber our ancestors,” Tedesco 
said. “Not merely an act 
of patriotism but a way to 
honor their sacrifices.”

FOOD	 from page 1
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Photo courtesy of Liz Massa
“Colonel Knox” observes reenactors demonstrating musket fire after the noble train of artillery 
crossed into Alford, Massachusetts from New York State. 

Turley photos by Wendy Long
Senator Paul Mark, flanked by Dorchester Heights Senator Nick 
Collins and New York Senator Michelle Hinchey, delivers remarks 
to the audience at the Mahaiwe Performing Arts Center. 

Turley photos by Wendy Long
Sue Maxwell of Russell, Massachusetts Senator Paul Mark, Chips Norcross of Blandford and Tom 
Ragusa of Otis stand for photos after the Knox presentation at the Mahaiwe Performing Arts Center 
in Great Barrington.

Western
Mass. 
snowmobile 
trails open

 Effective immedi-
ately, the Department 
o f  Conserva t ion  and 
Recreation opened snow-
mobile trails in Western 
Massachusetts includ-
ing: Monroe State Forest, 
Savoy Mountain State 
Forest,  Mohawk Trail 
State Forest, Windsor State 
Forest, Daughters of the 
American Revolution State 
Forest, Dubuque State 
Forest, Beartown State 
Forest, Sandisfield State 
Forest, Pittsfield State 
Forest, October Mountain 
State  Forest ,  Tol land 
State Forest and Chester-
Blandford State Forest. 

Snowmobiling will 
only be accessible as 
conditions allow in com-
pliance with DCR regula-
tions. People may check 
their website for updates 
or email mass.parks@
mass.gov with any ques-
tions.  Effective immedi-
ately until further notice.  

Share the Adventure with us soon!  
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357

or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

May 24 ....8-Day Bermuda & Halifax Cruise ......from $1699
June 27 ....Lake George Cruise & Lunch .......................$185
July 11 .....Provincetown by Fast Ferry .........................$220
July 19 .....8-Day Bermuda & Halifax Cruise ......from $1699
Aug 30 .....8-Day Nova Scotia Cruise .................from $1699

4-Day Boothbay Harbor Vacation
June 9-12
$899
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PROPANE GAS
PLUMBING • HEATING

(413) 268-8360
TOLL FREE 1-800-464-2053

Family Owned & Operated
3 Berkshire Trail West (Route 9), P.O. Box 102, Goshen, MA 01032

www.georgepropane.com

George
PROPANE INC.

ARCHITECT
JEFFREY SCOTT PENN

77 Worthington Road, Huntington, MA 01050
Tel. 413-531-1868
Fax. 413-667-3082

Email: jspsed@verizon.net

new construction, renovation,
historic preservation

DOWN TO EARTH
EXCAVATING

413+667+ 5269

Highly Regarded Professionals: Complete Site Work,
Septic Development and Repairs. Fully insured.

INC

DOWN TO EARTH
EXCAVATING INC

Paul & Randy LaPointe, Owners Huntington, Mass.

Rev. Down to Earth ad #2:Davis  10/30/12  8:44 AM  Page 1

• Tune Ups
• Installations

• Oil Tanks

Huntington, Massachusetts

Office 413.667.0245
Cell 413.530.7037

jeffsoilburnerservice@hotmail.com

FEED • PET SUPPLIES • CLOTHING • COAL 
WOOD PELLETS • WILD & CAGED BIRDSEED
 POOL SUPPLIES •  MOTOR OILS • FENCING
LAWN & GARDEN SUPPLIES • FERTILIZER

GATEWAY FARM & PET

59 RUSSELL ROAD, HUNTINGTON, MA 01050

1-413-667-2279
TARA GRENIER •  PAUL GRENIER

M-F 8am-5pm
Sat. 8am-4pm

BUSINESS 
DIRECTORY

46 Pitcher Street Donald Washburn
Montgomery, MA 01085   862-3301

Kirke R. Henshaw, Inc.
Water Well Drilling, Water Pump Sales & Service

800-232-4725 • Fax 413-296-4565
Charles R. Henshaw

130 Cummington Rd., W. Chesterfield, MA • 413-296-4725

Water
Testing

•
Water System

Repairs

System
Evaluations

•
Hydrofracture

to Increase Flow

Paul’s
Plumbing & Heating

238-0303
PAUL GRAHAM
Mass. License 23299

FULLY LICENSED & INSURED 
Huntington, MA • 413-667-3149

dalesstructuralandcarpentry.com

Dale’s
Home Improvement • Additions • Restorations • Repairs

Sagging Floors - Beams - Columns
Sill Timbers - Termite Damage

Foundation Repairs - Piers & Footings 
Chimney Rebuilds

Structural 
& Carpentry

Post 
& Beam 
Repairs

Contact 
Wendy Delcamp

TO ADVERTISE AT
413-283-8393

or email:
wdelcamp@turley.com

HUNTINGTON

Bart Truck Equipment
Bob Twyman

Kidder Family
Blandford General Store

Blandford Animal Hospital
Maple Corner Farm

Sarat Ford
EJ Prescott

Osden Plumbing
Buried Boulder Farm
Tin Bridge Brewing
Colorado Ski Shop

Knox Trail Inn
Pam Rideout

North Elm Butcher Block
Tom & Nancy Ackley

Margit Mikuski
Starbucks Coffee

Bloomrose Family
Austin Bros. Valley Farm

Jeff O’Conner
Christopher Santaniello

Joe O’Malley
Student Prince

The Blandford Crafters
Mary Kronholm

Bocon Family

The Blandford Fire Association 
would like to thank 

the following sponsors for their 
continuing generosity and support 

for helping us to make 
our pancake breakfast a big success. 

due to the cost of mailing 
(an estimated $1,000) the 
postcard announcements to 
all residents, and the bal-
lots and return envelopes 
to those who request them. 
Elizabeth Kennedy of Goss 
Hill Road asked if absen-
tee voting will still be read-
ily accessible for voters. 
Fieldstad-Booth answered 
that residents can stop by the 
Town Clerk’s Office for an 
absentee ballot during office 
hours. Hathaway noted that 
the Clerk’s office is open 
every Wednesday evening. 
The board voted unanimous-
ly to opt out and the hearing 
closed at 5:07 p.m.

The second appointment 
also dealt with Fieldstad-
Booth and late fees for dog 
licenses. Discussion opened 
with two disclosures: the 
first that Fieldstad-Booth 
is a “non-elected municipal 
employee of financial inter-
est in the collection of late 
fees on dog licenses, and 
the second that her husband 
is on the select board. As 
her husband, Roger Booth 
recused himself from vot-
ing, Hathaway and McVeigh 
approved the disclosures. 
Fieldstad-Booth still has 
10-15 dogs whose vets have 
sent in rabies certificates 
but the dogs have not been 
licensed. Ultimately, it was 
decided that she will send 
out a second letter to these 
owners giving them 30 days 
to comply before an increas-
ing set of fines-starting with 
$50 on the 31st day and 
increasing daily-would be 
enacted. “We have a legal 
obligation to have residents 
license their dogs,” said 
Roger Booth. “If some-
thing happens with that dog, 
we’’re on the hook because 
we knew that this dog was in 
town and unlicensed.”

Jay Barry, from the 
Massachusetts Association 
o f  R eg i o n a l  S c h o o l s , 
was joined by Gateway 
Superintendent  Melissa 
Matarazzo on a  Smith 
Vocational Regionalization 

Study. Smith Voke is not 
a traditional school dis-
trict. They are funded by a 
bequest from Oliver Smith 
and tuition from sending 
towns. They receive only 
minimal state aid from 
Northampton and do not 
qualify for building ren-
ovation funding through 
M a s s a c h u s e t t s  S c h o o l 
Building Authority. They 
currently have a building 
that Barry said is in “deplor-
able condition.” They are 
looking to ten towns to study 
becoming a regional voca-
tional district. Matarazzo 
pointed out that Huntington 
was the only town of its size 
to be invited, due to its com-
paratively large number of 
students (26) attending. They 
will need an answer in the 
next week or two. 

The most urgent busi-
ness of the meeting con-
cerned issues over the cost 
reimbursement grant the 
town secured for work on 
the PFAS issue in the house-
hold wells on Basket Street. 
The first $204,000 that the 
town paid and submitted for 
reimbursement was denied, 
as that work occurred prior 

to the award date of the 
grant. The town had to begin 
the work immediately due 
to the emergency nature 
of the issue and had been 
assured that it would be cov-
ered. The town will incur a 
cash flow issue if it pays the 
remaining $385,575.41 in 
bills thus far. It is also not 
clear when the funds will 
be replenished. Booth said 
that there is enough money 
in stabilization to cover the 
need, but it will require two 
thirds of voters at a special 
town meeting to approve it. 
Booth asked Board of Health 
Secretary John Bergeron to 
see if the town could push 
out  the $31,000 plume 
study. McVeigh thought 
there might be a Per and 
Poly Fluoroalkyl Substances 
revolving fund from the 
state that could help and 
Peloquin was asked to pur-
sue that option. The plan 
currently is to take $525,000 
from stabilization, and the 
remaining $175,000 through 
a short term, low interest 
loan. Due to the uncertain-
ty about when the grant will 
reimburse the town, the town 
will be unlikely to approve 

any capital requests in the 
upcoming budget. 

T h e  s e l e c t  b o a r d 
b r o u g h t  t h e  F i n a n c e 
Committee up to date on the 
PFAS fiscal issues, discussed 
a plan to purchase Vadar 
Software (cloud based) for 
the town, and agreed to 
a plan to have the Finance 
Committee take the lead 
in developing the coming 
year’s budget through bud-
get meetings with each town 
department. Eric Jensen 
also brought up a letter 
from Jason Forgue (writing 
as a citizen not Chair of the 
School Committee) asking 
each town to contribute to 
purchasing the stage, sound, 
chairs and required storage 
so that graduating classes do 
not have to raise funds each 
year to hold graduation on 
Booster Field. The purchase 
could be made if each town 
gave $2,000. A motion was 
made to not take any action 
unless an official request 
comes from the superinten-

dent or school committee.
The  f ina l  appo in t -

ment was with Highway 
Superintendent Brad Curry, 
as a follow up to an incident 
that occurred in December. 
While details of the event 
were not fully discussed, the 
outcome is a clarification of 
the organizational structure. 
Highway employees are to 
report to and take direction 
from the Superintendent, 
who reports to and takes 
direction from the Town 
Administrator. The Town 
Administrator reports to 
and takes direction from the 
Select Board. Employees 
with a complaint about their 
supervisor are to bring those 
complaints to the Town 
Administrator. These chang-
es will be made in the town’s 
organizational chart for all 
departments. 

In the waning minutes 
of the meeting, the board 
got through their approval 
agenda, including a one day 
liquor license for Gateway 
Little League, five invoic-
es related to Community 
Development Block Grant, 
a regional DLTA application 
to set up a domestic vio-
lence recovery fund, and a 
2026 Class II Motor Vehicle 
Dealer License for Hilltown 
Motors contingent upon 
an active permit from the 
Zoning Board. 

In other business, a pub-
lic hearing will be held at 
the Thursday, Jan. 28 select 
board meeting to spend 
out $200,000 remaining 
in the FY’24 Community 
Development Block Grant, 
and Robert  Hebert  was 
unanimously appointed to 
the Planning Board. 

A special board meet-
ing has been scheduled for 
Jan. 21 to take up 18 other 
agenda items that they could 
not get to. The meeting 
adjourned at 8:11 p.m.

SELECT BOARD	 from page 1

Turley Publications photo by Wendy Long
It was a packed house of Board of Health and Water and Sewer representatives at the Jan. 14 select 
board meeting, looking at how to front the $700,000 in potential costs for PFAS remediation, as 
required by the cost-reimbursement grant. Joining the meeting were, from left, George Peterson, 
Board of Health; H. Daniel Oliveira, Sue Fopiano and Karon Hathaway, Water and Sewer and John 
Bergeron, Board of Heath.  

Recreation 
Committee 
and COA 
sponsor 
movie

H U N T I N G T O N 
–  T h e  R e c r e a t i o n 
Committee and Council 
on Aging wi l l  show 
the  remake of “How to 
Train Your Dragon on 
Friday, Jan. 30 at 6 p.m. 
in Stanton Hall, 26 Russel 
Road.

The 2025 live action 
remake  o f  “How to 
Train Your Dragon” fol-
lows Hiccup, a young 
Viking, as he befriends 
a feared dragon named 
Toothless, challenging 
the long-standing animos-
ity between Vikings and 
dragons. Participants may 
bring their sleeping bags, 
blankets, pillows, folding 
chairs etc. to be comfort-
able on the floor. Chairs 
are available at the hall. 
They may bring their din-
ner, snacks and drinks.

Admission is free. All 
are welcome.

Purchase a photo that 
recently ran in one of 

our publications. Go to 
newspapers.turley.com/

photo-request

$12.50
Each

Digital 
Photos
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Dear Rusty: 
After 16 years of mar-

riage, we were divorced. I 
have never remarried, but 
he has. When he starts col-
lecting Social Security (he 
is 64 now and still work-
ing), is it true that I can 
claim ex-spousal benefits 
or does that go to the cur-
rent wife? How would I 
find this info? 

Signed: 
A Divorced Spouse 

Dear Divorced Spouse: 
The fact that your 

ex-husband has remarried 
has no influence on your 
ability to collect benefits 
based on his record. If you 
are eligible for ex-spouse 
benefits (because you did 
not remarry), you can get 
those benefits regardless 
of whether his current wife 
collects benefits on his 
record. In other words, both 
you and his current wife 
can both collect spousal 
benefits from your ex-hus-
band’s earnings record.  

Your eligibility for an 
ex-spouse benefit is deter-
mined by comparing your 
own SS retirement ben-
efit amount at full retire-
ment age (FRA) to his – 
if your own SS benefit at 
your FRA is less than 50% 
of your ex’s FRA benefit 
entitlement, and you were 
married to your ex for more 
than 10 years, are not cur-
rently married and are at 
least 62 years old, then you 
can get a “spousal boost” 
(an amount added to your 
own Social Security retire-
ment amount). In fact, if 
you have been divorced for 
over two years, you can get 
an ex-spouse benefit even 
though he is not yet receiv-
ing his own SS retirement 
benefit. 

Be aware, however, 
if you claim any Social 
Security benefit (both your 
own SS retirement amount 
and your ex-spouse “spou-
sal boost”) before you 
reach your full retirement 
age, the monthly amount 
you get will be reduced 
according to how much 
before your full retirement 
age you claim. Spouse 
and ex-spouse benefits 

reach maximum at your 
full retirement age but are 
reduced if claimed earlier 
than your full retirement 
age. Claiming your benefits 
as an ex-spouse will also 
result in you receiving your 
own SS retirement benefit 
(reduced if you haven’t yet 
reached FRA). 

I suggest you contact 
Social Security at 1-800-
772-1213 to make a tele-
phone appointment to 
evaluate whether you are 
entitled benefits as an 
ex-spouse. If your own SS 
retirement benefit at your 
FRA is less than half of 
your ex’s FRA entitlement, 
you will be. To apply for 
those benefits you will 
need a copy of your divorce 
decree (and perhaps your 
marriage certificate), and 
your ex-husband’s Social 
Security number (if you do 
not have his SSN, you can 
provide his date and place 
of birth and his parents’ 
names, and SSA will likely 
be able to locate your ex’s 
SS record).

SSA will be able to tell 
you what your total month-
ly benefit as an ex-spouse 
will be when you meet 
with them, at which point 
you can decide whether to 
claim your benefits early 
or wait until your FRA to 
achieve your maximum 
amount as an ex-spouse.  

T h e  A s s o c i a t i o n 
M a t u r e  C i t i z e n s 
Foundation and its staff 
are not affiliated with or 
endorsed by the Social 
Security Administration 
or any other governmen-
tal entity. This article is 
intended for informa-
tion purposes and does 
not represent legal or 
financial  guidance.  I t 
presents  the  opinions 
and interpretations of 
the Association Mature 
Ci t i zens  Foundat ion’s 
staff, trained and accredit-
ed by the National Social 
Security Association  To 
submit a question, visit 
amacfoundation.org/pro-
grams/social-security-advi-
sory or email us at ssadvi-
sor@amacfoundation.org. 
Russell Gloor is a Social 
Security advisor for AMAC.

GUEST COLUMN

“Winter sowing” 
a l w a y s 

comes up as a hot 
topic on social 
media this time 
of year.

The basic 
premise of win-
ter sowing is to 
plant your seeds 
in mini greenhous-
es (gallon jugs), 
place the jugs outside 
and simply let nature take 
over. The advantage being 
that no heat mats or lights are 
needed.  No window sills full 
of seedlings, either.  

While I don’t think it is 
as simple as it sounds, I do 
think trying it would be a fun 
experiment.

Read on this week and 
next to consider some of the 
pros and possible cons of this 
seed starting technique.

Years ago I read a blog 
where a master gardener was 
encouraging folks to start 
native perennials in milk jugs 
outside. The seeds of many of 
these plants require a period 
of cold and moist stratifica-
tion to break seed dormancy.  

In simple terms, they 
need to go through winter in 
order to sprout. Think of it as 
nature’s safety mechanism; 
seeds germinate at the right 
time to survive and thrive!  

You may ask, then, why 
not just sow the seeds out-
doors in the garden? In theory 
it sounds good, but in reality 
“the wild” is not the best seed 
bed.  

From hungry birds and 
rodents, to wind and drench-
ing rains, success is hit or 
miss. Safely inside the milk 
jug, but at the same time out-
side in the elements to freeze 
and thaw, freeze and thaw, 
tricky seeds are coaxed into 
germinating. Success at your 
fingertips! 

Here are the nuts and 
bolts! Start with clean gallon 
containers, the see-through 
kind that water or milk come 
in. About four inches up, just 
below the handle, safely cut 
around the jug, leaving an 
inch or so on either side of 
the handle as a “hinge.”  

You should be able to 
bend the top back and forth. 
Make a number of drainage 
holes in the bottom; three or 
four per quadrant. 

There is a lot of advice 
out there on how to do that, 
from drilling holes, to twist-
ing an exacto knife around 
and around  and even using a 
hot tool to melt a hole in the 

plastic (really!). I generally 
like to make holes in reused 
plastic containers by banging 
a large nail through the bot-
tom into a piece of scrap lum-
ber placed underneath.  

Once the drainage holes 
are made, fill the bottom of 
the jug with moist seed start-
ing mix. With the soil in 
place, sow your seeds.  

If the seeds are tiny or 
even relatively tiny, don’t 
cover them with soil, simply 
space them out evenly on top 
and press into the surface. 

You may wonder how to 
deal with tiny seed. I place 
it in a folded index card and 
gently tap the card so that the 
seeds fly out. If you can han-
dle the seed easily, do cover 
with only a small amount soil, 
say an eighth of an inch or so 
and firm down.  

How many seeds to sow 
is a tricky question. If you 
want to keep the plants in the 
jug until they go in the gar-
den, then hope for four plants, 
maybe six per jug at the most, 
figuring how big they will be 
at transplant stage.  

For tricky germinators, 
perhaps double or triple the 
amount of seed you sow ver-
sus how many you desire. If 
germination is great, you can 
always transplant some out.  

Close the container and 
seal it with duct tape. Be sure 
to label the jug with the plant 
name via a paint pen, really 
the only writing utensil that 
won’t smear, fade or wash 
away when exposed to the 
elements. 

Place the jugs in full 
exposure outdoors and with 
the cap off, so that heat can 
escape and small amounts of 
moisture can penetrate. When 
the temperature outdoors 
heats up past 60 degrees, 
be sure to take the duct tape 
off and vent your seedlings. 
Check often and water as 
needed.  

The pros recommend to 
cover with a blanket if frost 
threatens or even move heat 
lovers inside on cold nights 
so that the seedlings won’t 

freeze. To prevent tip-over by 
four-legged friends or play-

ful kids, pros also 
suggest putting 
the jugs in 
trays or bins.

As you 
c a n  s e e , 
this meth-

od is  not 
maintenance-free, 
but certainly worthy 
of a try especially 

for gardeners who are 
short on indoor space or in 

the mood to get their hands 
dirty earlier in the season than 
normal! January and February 
is the perfect time to start 
seeds that need a cold treat-
ment.  

Look for key terms 
on the seed packet, such as 
“stratification needed,” “sow 
in the fall,” etc. You can also 
use this technique to sow cold 
hardy annuals in March- think 
chard, spinach, kale, snap-
dragons, bachelor button and 
the like.  

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge 
School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. 
For 33 years she has held the 
position of staff horticultur-
ist at Old Sturbridge Village. 
She enjoys growing food 
as well as flowers. Have a 
question for her? Email it to 
pouimette@turley.com with 
“Gardening Question” in the 
subject line.  

Winter sowing is a fun experiment
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By Deborah Daniels
Correspondent

Did you see that 1946 
Pullman Coach din-
ing t ra in  car  get 

delivered to its new home at 
the Chester depot? 

That  was  huge and 
exciting. What a treat for 
the Pullman, a ride on rub-
ber wheels. That Pullman 
car used to work hard on the 
New York Central Railroad, 
traveling from New York 
City to Boston and on to 
Chicago and St. Louis. It 
lived at NYC Grand Central 
Station. It was a boss train 
as trains go. 

It got to assume a sta-
tionary life in Chicopee, 
749 James St. in 1981 to be 
exact. It arrived then by rail 
spur and its final ride was 
on a flat bed truck to this 
location to become a diner. 
It nourished Chicopee res-
idents near Westover Air 
Base for 42 years. It was a 
landmark eatery. That made 
its transition to a diner a 
bit easier to handle. Now it 
will enjoy a third life at the 
Chester Rail yard.

Remember diners,  a lit-
tle chrome decor with your 
bottomless cup of coffee? 
Who doesn’t love a waitress 
who calls you “Hon?” 

Americans enjoyed eat-
ing at diners from 1910s 
to the 1960s. It was road 
food for Americans, who 

had discovered the open 
road and wheels, automo-
bile wheels. Add in a juke-
box and comfort food like 
macaroni and cheese, eggs 
and bacon, liver and onions 
and a slice of pie and what’s 
not to like? Most dishes in 
the early days cost less than 
a dollar, had little meat, 
which was scarce af ter 
WWII and plenty of satisfy-
ing grease.

Walter Scott ,  a part 
t ime newspaper man is 
credited with having the 
first  horse drawn night 
lunch wagon or food truck 
in 1872. This was consid-
ered to be the forerunner 
to the diner. It served hun-
gry night workers when 
all  the shops and cafes 
were closed. It wasn’t until 
1913 that Jerry O’Mahony 
(1890-1969) manufactured 
a chrome train like looking 
diner car in Elizabeth, New 
Jersey. 

There were some 2,000 
diners in operation from 
1917 - 1952. Many of these 
were retired trolley and train 
cars. However the Worcester 
Lunch Car and Carriage 
Manufacturing Company, 
owned by Phil Duprey and 
Grenville Stoddard began 
making chrome diners in 
1906. They shipped these 
prefabricated diners all over 
America. Signs bloomed 
everywhere  adver t i s ing 
hamburgers ,  f rankfur ts , 

buttermilk and pop for five 
cents each. At last a decent, 
affordable meal on the road.

It is hard to believe but 
Buffalo and Atlantic City 
banned diners from locat-
ing there because the late 

hours attracted disreputable 
clients. But Americans were 
on the move and filling 
food, cooked on a greasy 
flat top grill with Bunn-
O-Matic coffee were too 
hard to resist. Who doesn’t 

have a memory watching 
Aunt Lill and Uncle Bill 
try to squeeze into a tight 
diner booth with a formi-
ca table  top and black 
and white tiled floor like 
Miss Florence’s Diner in 

Florence. And get a load of 
those garish poster adver-
tisements in the bathroom. 

Bon Appetite and be 
sure and patronize a local 
diner ‘cause they are a dis-
appearing.

Pullman dining train car had quite a journey, ends up in Chester Depot
HILLTOWN HISTORY

OPINION

This photo shows the inside of Benie’s Diner.	 Submitted photos
This is a photo of Bernie’s Diner in Chicopee. The dining car now 
resides in Chester.

This is a photo of  the early horse drawn night lunch wagons.This photo shows the inside of a railroad dining car.
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CHURCH 
DIRECTORY

First Congregational Church 
of Blandford 
Pastor Ciprian Droma
91 Main St., Blandford, MA 01008
413-848-2052
Sunday service 10 a.m. 

First Congregational Church 
of Chester
334 Skyline Trail, Chester, MA 01011
Pastor Susan Borsella
Service with Live Music: 10 a.m. - Sunday
Coffee and Sweets Social: 
10:45 a.m. - 11:45 a.m.

First Congregational Church 
of Williamsburg
Rev. Jack Kraaz
4 North Main St., Williamsburg, MA 01096
413-268-7557
burgychurch@gmail.com • burgychurch.org
Facebook: 
First Congregational Church of Williamsburg 
YouTube Channel: www.youtube.com/
channel/UCdyH1EA-fduamqHYeekxw5w
Office Hours: Tues. - Fri. 9 a.m. - 12 noon
Days and Hours of Services: Sun. at 10 a.m.

Hilltown Community Church
Rev. Dr. Robert Perreault
55 Main St., Russell, MA 01071
413-275-3232
Office: 413-862-3341
hilltownchurch3341@gmail.com
Sunday Mornings 10 a.m.

Holy Family Parish
Rev. Ronald F. Sadlowski, known as Fr. Ron
5 Main St., Russell, MA 01071
413-862-4418
Office Hours: No set times. 
Please call, leave a voice message or 
email: holyfamilyrussell.org
parish@holyfamilyrussell.org
Saturday Vigil: 5 p.m.
Sunday Masses: 8:15 a.m. & 11 a.m.

New Boston 
Congregational Church 
4 Sandisfield Rd., PO Box 81
Sandisfield, MA 01255
Services held twice monthly, check website: 
www.newbostoncongregationalchurch.org

Pioneer Valley 
Assembly of God
Pastor Javier Melendez
63 Old Chester Rd., Huntington MA 01050
413-667-3196
pvaglife@gmail.com
www.pioneervalleyag.org
Facebook: Pioneer Valley 
Assembly of God
Sunday service: 10:30 a.m.

Pioneer Valley 
Mennonite Fellowship 
Deacon Jerald Reinford
400 Huntington Rd., Russell, MA 01071
(413) 297-6037
Sunday worship at 10 a.m.
Visitors appreciated. 

Your
Church

Community

CUMMINGTON

CUMMMINGTON – 
On Friday, Jan. 23 from 7-9 
p.m. the Friday Night Cafe 
features singer/songwriter 
Martha Bourne Four in the 
vestry of the Village Church 
located in the Cummington 
Cultural District.

She is joined by her 
long-time sideman/collab-
orator from Boston, Mike 
Castellana on pedal steel 
guitar and guitar, Dave 
Christopolis on bass and 

Jason Smith on drums. 
Bourne teaches in the film 
scor ing depar tment  a t 
Berklee College of Music. 
The event is free, donations 
are appreciated. Snacks will 
be provided. People should 
bring their own beverage. 

Once again the cafe is 
sponsored by the friendly 
folks at the Village Church, 
who believe music can be a 
powerful force for building 
community. 

Fr iday Night  Cafe 
receives promotional sup-
port from the Cummington 
Cultural District and is 
supported in part by grants 
from the Chesterfield, 
Cummington ,  Goshen , 
Hinsdale-Peru, Plainfield, 
Williamsburg, Windsor, 
and Worthington Cultural 
Councils, local agencies 
which are supported by the 
Mass Cultural Council, a 
state agency.

Friday Night Cafe announces performer
BECKET

BECKET – The Becket 
Athenaeum, 3367, Main St., 
on Saturday, Jan. 31 from 
2:30-4 p.m. will host a pro-
gram entitled “Indoor Plants 
and Tropicals” with Ed 
Sourdiffe, a master gardener. 

Space is limited and 
registration by Wednesday, 
Jan. 28 is required by visit-
ing bwilbrary.org/plants. 
Movie night for adults will 
take place on Tuesday, Jan. 
27 from 6:30-9:30 p.m. The 

movie stats at 7 p.m. at the 
Becket Athenaeum. Popcorn, 
candy and non-alcohol-
ic beverages are provided. 
People may bring beverages 
of choice including alcohol. 
Older children 13 plus may 
come with an adult at the dis-
cretion of their guardian. 

The book club meets 
on Tuesday, Feb. 3 at 1:30 
p.m. either inside the library 
or on Zoom. Digital copies 
of the book “Powerless” by 

Lauren Roberts are avail-
able on Libby. People may 
email info@bwlibrary.org to 
request a physical book or for 
details regarding the separate 
virtual meeting.

Ongoing events include 
baby and toddler playground 
on Tuesdays from 10-11 
a.m., story time and craft 
Saturdays from 10:30-11:30 
p.m. and stay and play on 
Saturdays from 11:30 a.m.-
12:30 p.m.

Becket Athenaeum lists events

MIDDLEFIELD

MIDDLEFIELD – The 
Middlefield Council  on 
Aging offers  take out or dine 
in lunch on Wednesday, Jan. 
28 at noon in the Middlefield 
Senior Center, 169 Skyline 
Drive.

Coffee is available at 
11 a.m. Menu choice is egg 
salad or ham salad, two 

slices rye bread, Coleslaw, 
potato salad, fresh fruit. 
To reserve a lunch, people 
should call 413-623-9990 by 
Monday at 1 p.m. 

The  Pub l i c  Hea l th 
Nurse comes in the first 
Wednesday of the month; 
next visit is Wednesday, Feb. 
4. The nurse is able to pro-

vide flu and Covid vaccines. 
People may get their blood 
pressure taken and learn the 
newest information concern-
ing breast cancer. People 
may call 413-623-9990 by 
Monday at 1 p.m. to request 
a vaccine. Vaccines are 
available to anyone over six 
months old.

COA offers lunch and public health nurse
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 CLUES ACROSS
  1. Paddles 
  5. Sunscreen rating
  8. Very fast airplane
 11. Immune responses
 13. “Partner” to feather
 14. New England river
 15. Longest river in New 

Guinea
 16. Midway between 

east and southeast
 17. Israeli politician
 18. Back bones
 20. Consumed
 21. One you can rely on
 22. Dressed up gaudily
 25. Representatives
 30. Dog breed
 31. Pitching statistic
 32. Manpower
 33. S. Korean 

entertainer
 38. Outsourcing firm
 41. Viceroy of Egypt 

under Turkish rule
 43. One who removes 

antlers from a flower
 45. Potluck dish
 48. Discount
 49. Airborne (abbr.)
 50. Cavalry sword
 55. Basics
 56. Hollywood director 

Howard
 57. Afflicted in mind or 

body
 59. Horsley and Majors 

are two
 60. Midway between 

northeast and east
 61. Spiritual leader of a 

Jewish congregation
 62. Malaysian isthmus
 63. Fall back
 64. Cheek

CLUES DOWN
   1. Former CIA

  2. Baseball’s best pitchers
  3. __ Nui, Easter Island
  4. Invests in little 

enterprises
  5. Constant
  6. Hobby
  7. A place to store food
  8. Short-tail marten
  9. Burn with a hot liquid
 10. Left his heart in San 

Francisco
 12. Swedish krona
 14. Legendary actor 

Connery
 19. French cleric
 23. Former measure of 

length for textiles
 24. Opaque glassy 

substance
 25. Residue of burned 

item
 26. A place to unwind
 27. Japanese honorific
 28. Terminus

 29. Fails to make a shot
 34. Journalist Tarbell
 35. College hoops 

tournament
 36. Monetary unit of 

Macao
 37. Of she
 39. Spoke ill of
 40. Elements
 41. Kilocalorie (abbr.)
 42. Shades
 44. Poem of fourteen lines
 45. Pole used in Scottish 

sport
 46. Hollyhocks genus
 47. Street name for 

marijuana
 48. Polio vaccine 

developer
 51. Swiss river
 52. Prejudice
 53. Actor Idris
 54. Confederate soldiers 
 58. Criticize

an
sw

er
s

THIS WEEK’S HOROSCOPES

NATIONALLY ADVERTISED MERCHANDISE FOR ALL MAKES & MODELSWESTFIELD
AUTO PARTS INC

AUTO PARTS 
& SUPPLIES

WHOLESALE   RETAIL

Dial 568-8944 or 568-1611  FAX # 568-1554

★ Complete Auto Machine Shop Service   ★ Engine Rebuilding Of All Kinds
★ Authorized Caterpillar Hydraulic Hose Dealer   ★ Hydraulic Hoses

Call “DALE”      8-12 BIRGE AVE., WESTFIELD

Now stocking 
Car Quest 

Filters made 
by WIX,

Amalie Oil,
Bailing Twine 

&
Tractor Parts

Fun By The 
Numbers
Like puzzles? 
Then you’ll love 
sudoku. This 
mind-bending 
puzzle will have 
you hooked from 
the moment you 
square off, so 
sharpen your 
pencil and put 
your sudoku 
savvy to the test!

ARIES
Mar 21/Apr 20
Strange things are hap-
pening, Aries. It may be 
better to go with the flow 
right now. You might like 
the change that ensues, 
and the change in pace 
could be a positive.

TAURUS
Apr 21/May 21
Better days are ahead, 
Taurus. It’s just a mat-
ter of having a little 
patience and waiting a 
little longer for things 
to settle down. Start a 
new project to take your 
mind off things.  

GEMINI
May 22/Jun 21
Make the most of time 
spent with friends and 
family this week, Gemi-
ni. You may need to step 
away for a little while, so 
cherish this time you get 
to spend with those you 
love. 

CANCER
Jun 22/Jul 22
Cancer, someone special 
is able to take a peek 
into your inner thoughts 
this week. Their ability 
to see you so personal-
ly could reinforce your 
outlook.  

LEO
Jul 23/Aug 23
You might feel a bit mel-
ancholic as the holiday 
season nears its end, 
Leo. It’s understandable 
based on how much has 
been going on. Maintain 
a strong social calendar. 

VIRGO
Aug 24/Sept 22
Virgo, generosity is an 
admirable trait, and now 
is a good time to indulge 
your love of helping oth-
ers. Make a concerted 
effort to pitch in where 
your assistance is nec-
essary.

LIBRA
Sept 23/Oct 23
When one door closes, 
another door opens. 
Look at all of the pos-
itive things in your life 
and embrace the great 
changes that are coming 
your way. This is an ex-
citing time for you.

SCORPIO
Oct 24/Nov 22
Scorpio, there are so 
many things going on 
right now but you can 
still function effectively. 
The pace might be hectic 
right now, but things will 
calm down soon enough.

SAGITTARIUS 
Nov 23/Dec 21
A relationship is bloom-
ing, Sagittarius, and 
you’re not sure how you 
feel about it just yet. Take 
a few more weeks to 
work through all of your 
feelings.

CAPRICORN
Dec 22/Jan 20
You have an eye for 
deals, Capricorn. Even 
though you have been 
spending a lot this past 
month, you can’t resist 
a discount on some 
post-holiday sales.

AQUARIUS
Jan 21/Feb 18
Take a firm hold of your 
finances for the next 
few weeks, Aquarius. 
Overspending could 
complicate an important 
relationship if you’re not 
careful. Curb any pur-
chases for a few days.

PISCES
Feb 19/Mar 20
You are not sure how to 
harness your artistic en-
ergy this week, Pisces. 
You might take a class or 
engage in a hobby that 
interests you. Redesign-
ing a room in a home 
also might be an idea.

WESTHAMPTON

WESTHAMPTON – 
Hours at the Westhampton 
Public Library, 1 North Road, 
are Monday and Thursday 
from 2-8 p.m.;; Tuesday and 
Wednesday from 9 a.m.-noon 
and 1-5 p.m. and Saturday 
from 10 a.m.-1 p.m. 

The l ibrary will  be 
closed Monday, Feb. 16 
for the  President’s Day 
h o l i d a y.  P e o p l e  m a y 
check the town website or 
Facebook or Instagram @
WesthamptonPublicLibrary 
for library updates. To place 
a request for curbside pickup, 
people may email westhamp-
ton@cwmars.org or call 413-
527-5386. 

Recurring Programs 
(holidays may impact sched-
ule) are computer help with 
Bob Miller second and fourth 
Mondays from 10 a.m-noon; 
knitting group Mondays 
at 6 p.m., Yoga Mondays 
at 6 p.m.; Scrabble group 
Tuesdays at 2 p.m.; Book 
group fourth Tuesdays at 7 
p.m.; walk-in wellness clin-

ics with Westhampton’’s 
Public Health Nurse first 
and third Wednesdays from 
10-11:30 a.m. coffee and chat 
Wednesdays from 10 a.m.-
noon, Energy Advocate office 
hours third Wednesdays 
at  1p.m.  Feb/ 18 and Tech 
Connect drop-in tech help 
Thursday, Feb. 26 from 2-4 
p.m.

Yoga is drop-in, first-
come/first-served and regis-
tration is not required. People 
may check Facebook and the 
town calendar for updates on 
yoga at the library.

Programs  fo r  ch i l -
dren and teens are CFCE 
Playgroup Tuesdays  a t 
10:30 a.m.; Story time with 
Emily:  Wednesdays at 10:30 
a.m.; Music with Naomi 
Wednesdays, Feb. 18, Feb. 
25and March 4 at 3 p.m.

Special thanks to the 
Friends of Westhampton 
Public Library and the Lyn 
Keating Programming Fund 
for sponsoring this fun music 
and movement series for 

preschool-aged children and 
their families.

After School programs 
are on a rotating sched-
ule of after school fun at 
Westhampton Public Library 
every Thursday at 3:30 p.m. 
All children under 12 must 
be accompanied by an adult 
or sibling 12 years of age or 
older. 

LEGO Club meet the 
First Thursdays Feb. 5 at 
3:30 p.m; open crafting sec-
ond Thursdays, Feb. 12 at 
3:30 p.m.; switch happy hour 
third Thursdays, Feb. 19 at 
3:30 p.m., comics club fourth 
Thursdays, Feb. 26 at 3:30 
p.m. and teen craft nights  
third Thursdays, Feb. 19 at 
6 p.m. This month’s craft 
will be open needle felting. 
People may email Emily at 
ewayne@cwmars.org to 
sign up. Special thanks to 
the Friends of Westhampton 
Public Library and the Lyn 
Keating Programming Fund 
for sponsoring all after school 
children’s and teen program-

ming.
Tech Connect devices 

are available for checkout. 
Thanks to a grant from the 
Northern Hilltown COAs 
and Tech Connect: Success 
for Older Adults, the follow-
ing devices are now avail-
able for a three-week loan: 
Android Galaxy Tablet, Casio 
Keyboard, Kindle Paperwhite 
EReader, HP Chromebook 
Laptops. For more informa-
tion, people may visit https://
tinyurl.com/439y6p3d.

Art Reception with Jan 
Ruby-Crystal “Handmade 
Paper Possibilities” will 
take place on Thursday, 
Feb. 5 from 5:30-7:30 p.m. 
Handmade Paper Possibilities 
will feature artworks made 
from handmade paper using 
traditional and non tradition-
al techniques. The artwork 
ranges from flat designs to 
dimensional forms using 
a variety of materials from 
dyes to paint, incorporating 
natural, handmade and manu-
factured materials.

Local author Patricia 
Lee Lewis will give a talk 
on her new novel “Thorns of 
the Mesquite” on Thursday, 
Feb. 12 at 6:30 p.m. All are 
welcome to attend. Special 
thanks to the Friends of 
We s t h a m p t o n  P u b l i c 
Library and the Lyn Keating 
Programming Fund for spon-
soring this event.

Dona Rose Wil l is’s 
life on a vast West Texas 
ranch in 1938 is shaped by 
hard work, a starkly beauti-
ful landscape and a loveless 
marriage. Everything shifts 
when her orphaned niece, 
Annalou, arrives and Samuel 
Washington, a Black man, 
seeks refuge from a lynch 
mob, thrusting Dona into a 
dangerous fight against brutal 
prejudices. A powerful and 
timely tale of historic fiction, 
“Thorns of the Mesquite” 
paints a stirring portrait of 
a woman’s awakening  of 
love and the resilient spirit 
demanded to fight for what’s 
right against staggering odds.

Rescheduled Peace and 
Joy Workshop with Roslyn 
Malkin will take place on 
Saturday, Feb. 28 from 10:30 
a.m.-12:30 p.m. Participants 
will discover with Roslyn 
new ways to use writing, 
drawing, humor, self-com-
passion and more to bring 
greater peace and joy into 
their life and relationships. 
This workshop will be pre-
sented by Roslyn Malkin.
Ph.D. Roslyn is a personal 
and spiritual mentor, author, 
family business consultant, 
world traveler and lover of 
bad puns. People may visit: 
liveyourgreatness.net. Light 
refreshments will be provid-
ed. Optional, people may 
bring a small object to help 
create their sacred space. 
To register, they should 
call 413-527-5386 or email 
westhampton@cwmars.org  
Special thanks to the Friends 
of  Westhampton Public 
Library and the Lyn Keating 
Programming Fund for spon-
soring this event. 

Westhampton Public Library announces upcoming programs
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FLORENCE

FLORENCE 
– The Florence 
Bank announces 
that vice presi-
dent / commer-
cial team leader 
Ryan Hess of East 
Longmeadow has 
been promoted to 
lead the bank’s 
commercial lend-
i n g  e ff o r t s  a s 
senior vice pres-
ident / chief commercial 
banking officer. 

Hess replaces senior 
v ice  pres ident  / senior 
commercial lender Mike 
Lynch, who will retire in 
June 2026 after 21 years at 
Florence Bank.

“Ryan has done an 
outstanding job as a leader 
as part of our Commercial 
Team and is a trusted asso-
ciate and advisor to clients 
in Western Massachusetts. 
His promotion is  well 
deserved and I look for-
ward to his continuing that 
success,” said Matt Garrity, 
President and CEO.

Hess joined Florence 
Bank in 2023 and has 14 
years of banking expe-
rience as well as a strong 
affinity for commercial 
lending and solut ions. 

H e  h o l d s  a 
B a c h e l o r ’ s 
Degree in busi-
ness adminis-
t r a t i on  f rom 
S t o n e h i l l 
C o l l e g e  i n 
E a s t o n  a n d 
b e l i eve s  h i s 
skill in collabo-
ration and lead-
ership will con-
tinue to inform 

his work for Florence Bank 
as he manages the commer-
cial team. 

“We have a talented 
group of business bank-
ing professionals here at 
Florence Bank. My experi-
ences have helped prepare 
me for this role to lead that 
team,” he said. 

Active in the com-
munity, Hess sits on the 
board for United Way of 
Franklin and Hampshire 
County and serves as a 
committee member for 
Ronald McDonald House 
and  Make -A-Wish  o f 
Massachusetts.

After 42 years in bank-
ing, Lynch looks forward 
to playing golf, traveling 
and spending time with his 
family and believes Hess 
is well-suited for his new 

role. “I wish Ryan the best 
and look forward to the 
success of the Bank under 
his leadership,” he said.

Garrity lauded Lynch’s 
accomplishments during 
his tenure as senior com-
mercia l  lender.  “Mike 
has always represented 
Florence Bank with distinc-
tion, integrity and profes-
sionalism. We’ll miss his 
numerous contributions 
and wish him well as he 
embarks on his next jour-
ney.”

Florence Bank is a 
mutual savings bank char-
tered in 1873. Currently, 
the bank serves the Pioneer 
Valley through 12 full-ser-
vice branch locations in 
Florence, Northampton, 
E a s t h a m p t o n , 
Williamsburg, Amherst, 
Had l ey,  B e l che r town , 
Granby, Chicopee, West 
Springfield and Springfield. 
A Holyoke branch will 
open in the spring of 2026. 
Additionally, 

Florence Bank offers 
23 ATMs and a wide range 
o f  f inanc ia l  se rv ices , 
including investment man-
agement through Florence 
Financial Group to con-
sumers and businesses.

Florence Bank promotes Ryan Hess

BLANDFORD

By Mary Kronholm
Correspondent

B L A N D F O R D  – 
Town Clerk Doris Jemiolo 
announced that the annu-
al Street List forms will be 
mailed to every residence in 
town soon.

It is important to com-
plete the form, including every 
member of the household 
especially children, and return 
it to the office in the enve-
lope provided. Completing 
the annual street list form is 
an important civic responsi-
bility, according to Jemiolo.  
The forms are mailed every 

year. They are sometimes 
referred to as “annual census”  
to confirm who lives at every 
address. 

When residents fill it out 
and return it promptly, they 
help maintain an accurate 
record of population, house-
holds, and voters. This infor-
mation is the foundation for 
many municipal functions, 
from planning local services 
to ensuring fair representation.

One of the most signif-
icant reasons to complete 
the street list is to protect 
your voter registration sta-
tus. In Massachusetts, fail-
ure to respond can lead to a 

voter being marked “inactive.” 
Inactive voters can still vote, 
but the process is longer and 
requires additional steps at the 
polling place and prolonged 
inactivity can ultimately result 
in removal from the voting 
rolls. 

By simply returning the 
street list each year, residents 
help keep their voter infor-
mation current such as name, 
address and party enrollment 
and ensure that they remain 
in active status, making vot-
ing smoother and more secure. 
Party enrollment cannot be 
altered or changed on the 
Street List. A separate form 

from the Town Clerk must be 
used for that.

Accurate street list data 
also helps the town plan and 
deliver essential services. 
Population counts by age and 
address guide decisions about 
school staffing and capacity, 
senior services, emergency 
response planning and public 
health initiatives. For example, 
knowing how many school-
age children, older adults, 
helps  allocate resources 
where they are needed most. 
This can affect everything 
from bus routes for Gateway 
Regional School District stu-
dents and classroom sizes to 

senior center programming 
and public safety strategies.

Additionally, the street 
list plays a role in compliance 
with state laws and eligibili-
ty for certain programs. Many 
departments use the informa-
tion to verify residency when 
residents apply for local per-
mits, licenses, and benefits. 
Reliable population figures 
can also influence state fund-
ing formulas.

“Returning the form is 
not just a legal requirement; it 
is a practical way for residents 
to support the town’s health, 
representation and financial 
stability.

The form states that a 
telephone number is option-
al, but it can be listed and 
checked off as unlisted. This 
means that the telephone num-
ber is never revealed and only 
the Town Clerk has access. 
This is important with so 
many residents now having 
cell phones and eliminating 
landlines. If there are ques-
tions about the responses on 
the form it is most helpful for 
the Town Clerk to be able to 
contact a resident. Jemiolo 
added, “It will be most help-
ful to the town for everyone 
to return the form as soon as 
possible.”

Town clerk announces street list forms to be mailed

nominated Abraham Lincoln 
for president. 

The countless hours of 
volunteer effort that turned 
out the Cannon Salute and 
Bonfire Celebration Sunday, 
Jan. 11 at the Blandford 
Fairgrounds produced a por-
trayal of the town and its 
people involved in the his-
toric Noble Train of Artillery. 
Historian Dennis Picard 
pointed the way to Crane’s 
Continental Army for the 
cannons. Having the can-
nons on site was not easy. 
One needed a cannon per-
mit, which could only be 
applied for 15 days prior 
to the event; with both the 
town and the fire department. 

Then a location on site for 
the cannon to fire, which 
required 100 feet of open 
space on either side and 50 
feet behind.

Mary Hull found the 
oxen  a t  Belcher town’s 
Hickory Hollow Working 
Steers and Terri Garfield the 
horse from Guy and Kathy 
Jediny of Russell. An insur-
ance rider had to be obtained 
for the Historical Society’s 
use of the Fairgrounds. 
Rohman managed the pro-
cess and handled logistics, 
casting and getting per-
formers. Mandy and Aaron 
LaBrecque committed while 
Rohman was at the annual 
Craft Fair at the Historical 

Society. 
She, along with oth-

ers, wrote the scripts, which 
were constantly tweaked. 
Her work named and “pack-
aged the event” writing mar-
keting copy, poster, social 
media campaign along with 
press releases and event pro-
gram. Wendy Berman of 
Iron Blender Studios did the 
design work for the material.

Te r r i  Gar f i e ld  and 
Melissa Hamm took on the 
costume task with more 
hours of stitching, sizing and 
trying-on.

Bianco took on the tech-
nology and audio aspect and 
“handled what we needed 
and attended all the rehears-

als.”
Peter Langmore, prior 

to the event, assisted with 
insurance among other things 
and helped get the word out 
while Hull handled “tradi-
tional PR outreach to out-
lets.”

Gary Hart and Wendy 
Berman, along with the rest 
of the team put the word out 
on social media and local 
calendars.

On the big day, Rohman 
and Bianco,  with Matt 
Ripley, Greg Girard (Fair 
President and Vice President) 
and Ray Hultay helped set 
up the grounds. Jen Girard 
handled food with Mandy 
LaBreque.

Hultay was responsible 
for the bonfire; two were 
planned, but the number 
reduced to only one because 
of the wind. “It’s always 
windy at the Fairgrounds,” 
said Hultay.

Hart, Langmore and 
Patrick Stearns handled park-
ing, which turned out to be a 
major task with all the peo-
ple coming to the event. Hull 
and Jocelyn Jones, a Jethro 
Jones descendant, filmed the 
event for posterity. 

Rohman said, “I think 
these events are really bring-
ing people from all walks 
together. Honestly, I just set 
out to give people what I 
wanted, having lived here for 

28 years, but been too busy 
working.”

She realized that the 
Historical Society was sitting 
on a goldmine of stories “for 
a town this size.”

She added that it was 
just a matter of digging out 
the stories and making them 
come alive. 

“It turns out,” she said, 
“a lot of people wanted the 
same.”

She said the Historical 
Society is already working 
on Ghost Walk 2026. Society 
President Chips Norcross 
is on board. Get ready, 
Blandford, as the little town 
with the big history contin-
ues to make itself known.

KNOX	 from page 1

Ryan Hess

NORTHAMPTON

NORTHAMPTON – 
Forbes Library, 20 West St., 
will host a juggling work-
shop led by instructor Joseph 
Goldin on Monday, Jan. 26 
and Wednesday, Jan. 28 from 
5:30-6:30 p.m.

Participants will learn the 
fundamentals of juggling in a 
relaxed, supportive environ-
ment. This beginner-friendly 
series covers basic patterns, 
hand-eye coordination tech-
niques and fun skill-building 
exercises. Everyone is encour-
aged to be both a teacher and 
a student; this is a space to 
build community through play, 
learning and collaboration. 

Hands-on ecology work-
shops start on Thursday, Jan. 
29 from 6-7 p.m. This is a 

series of three workshops on 
hands-on ecology: practical 
lessons in restoration horti-
culture, led by horticulturist 
and educator Erik Vegeto. The 
first session’s topic is restoring 
life to landscapes - the art and 
science of restoration horticul-
ture.

On Tuesday, Jan. 27 
from 4-5 p.m. a month-
ly family game time with 
Northampton Public School’s 
Early Childhood Center. They 
may drop in to play games 
and meet other families. They 
will enjoy collaborative games 
like Snug as a Bug and Busy 
Town, as well as turn-taking 
games like Spot It,, Hiss and 
Zingo. This monthly family 
game time is aimed at families 

with children ages 3-8 years 
old and hosted by the NPS’s 
Early Childhood Center. 

Toddler story time will 
take place on Friday, Jan. 23 
from 10:30-11a.m. This is best 
suited for 1.5-3-year-olds and 
their caregivers.

Forbes Library seeks 
2026-2027 art ists ,  who 
would like to exhibit pro-
posals  for  the Hosmer 
Gallery. Applications close 
on Saturday, Feb. 28 at 6 
p.m. and the schedule will be 
finalized in April. They may  
visit https://forbeslibrary.org/
blog/2026/01/14/hosmer-gal-
lery-seeks-artist-applica-
tions-for-2026-2027/ to learn 
more about the process and 
submit their application.

Forbes Library lists events

SCHOOLS & YOUTH

WESTHAMPTON – 
During the week of April 
13,  the Department  of 
Elementary and Secondary 
Educa t ion ’s  Off i ce  o f 
Language Acquisition will 
conduct a Tiered Focused 
Moni tor ing  Review of 
H a m p s h i r e  R e g i o n a l 
Schools. 

T h e  O f f i c e  o f 
L a n g u a g e  A c q u i s i t i o n 
reviews each district’s and 
charter school’s English 
Learner Education program 
every six years to monitor 
compliance with federal 
and state English Learner 
Education laws and regula-

tions. Areas of review will 
include English learners’ 
student assessments, iden-
tification of English learn-
ers; what programs English 
learners are placed in, par-
ent and community involve-
men t ,  cu r r i cu lum and 
instruction, student support 
services, licensure require-
ments for faculty, staff and 
administration, program 
plans and evaluation and 
record keeping.

In  add i t ion  to  the 
onsite visit, parent out-
reach is an important part 
of the review process. The 
district will send a survey 

to the parents of students 
whose records the review 
team examines. The sur-
vey focuses on key areas 
of their child’s ELE pro-
gram. Survey results will be 
reviewed by OLA and they 
will contribute to the moni-
toring report.

Parents and other indi-
viduals may call Samantha 
Kodak, Office of Language 
A c q u i s i t i o n  R e v i e w 
Chairperson, at 781-338-
3561 to request a telephone 
interview. If an individual 
requires an accommoda-
tion, such as translation, to 
participate in an interview, 

DESE will make the neces-
sary arrangements.

Within approximate-
ly 60 business days of the 
onsite visit ,  the review 
cha i rpe r son  w i l l  p ro -
vide the district or charter 
school with a report with 
information about areas in 
which the district or char-
ter school meets or exceeds 
regulatory requirements 
and areas in which the 
district or charter school 
requires assistance to cor-
rect or improve practices. 
The report will be avail-
able to the public at https://
www.doe.mass.edu/ele/cpr/.

DESE to conduct English Learner 
Education review at Hampshire Regional

PRESIDENT’S LIST
University of New York

Potsdam, New York 
Samir  Ghalayini  of 

Westfield, music perfor-
mance major

PROVOST’S LIST
Hofstra University

Hempstead, New York
R e e s e  G i b s o n  o f 

Westfield, criminology major 
perfect 4.0 Grade Point 
Average

DISTINCTION LIST
Mount Wachusett 

Community College
Gardner

R o b e r t  S m i t h  o f 
Pittsfield

EXCELLENCE LIST 
Mount Wachusett 

Community College
Gardner

C e c i l i a  P r i n c e  o f 
Montgomery

DEAN’S LIST
Assumption University

Worcester
Hannah  Keeney  o f 

Westfield, Isabella Lebarron 
of Chester and Erin Reed of 
Westfield 

Nazareth University
Rochester, New York
Will iam O’Nei l l  of  

Cummington

Colleges and universities 
announce President, 
Provost and Dean’s lists

HAYDENVILLE

HAYDENVILLE – The 
Haydenville Congregational 
Church, 143 Main St., is 
hosting a free, planned giv-
ing workshop on Saturday, 
Jan. 31, from 11 a.m.-1 
p.m. in the church dining 
hall. 

A t t o r n e y  Va l e r i e 

Vignaux of Florence will 
speak about her specialty, 
estate planning. She will 
focus on charitable giving  
both during life and after 
death and the methods by 
which one can support orga-
nizations close to the heart. 
She will discuss gifting 

strategies, the use of estate 
planning documents and the 
benefits of beneficiary des-
ignations.

There will be a light 
lunch served after the pre-
sentation and a time for 
questions. The workshop is 
open to the community.

HCC hosts estate planning workshop

Read or subscribe to the Country Journal online at www.countryjournal.turley.com
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LEGAL NOTICE
TOWN OF HUNTINGTON

ZONING BOARD OF 
APPEALS 

PUBLIC HEARING
The Zoning Board of Appeals 

(ZBA) of the Town of Hunting-
ton will hold a public hearing on 
February 9, 2026 beginning at 
6:00 pm in Stanton Hall. 

In the event of inclement 
weather, the snow date is Feb-
ruary 10, 2026, same time, same 
place.

The Public Hearing is sched-
uled for 6:00 pm for the Special 
Permit Application of Paul and 
Sandra (Tischler) Saner of 462 
Chestnut Hill Avenue, Brook-
line, MA to demolish and re-
place a 4 bedroom L-shaped 
single story cottage with failing 
foundation piers with a new rect-
angular 2 story home with a fully 
accessible first floor at property 
they own at 125 Norwich Lake 
(AKA 125 Searle Road), Hun-
tington, Parcel# L-4-16-0.  They 
also will be replacing the septic 
system with a new one located 
farther from the lake on Parcel # 
L-4-17-0, which they also own, 
with a shared system servicing 
both 125 Norwich Lake and 126 
Norwich Lake (Parcel # L-4-17-
0), Huntington.

The Special Permit Applica-
tion will be available to view by 
appointment in the office of the 
Selectboard during regular busi-
ness hours, as well as at the Pub-
lic Hearing.

ZONING 
BOARD OF APPEALS 

TOWN OF HUNTINGTON 
01/22, 01/29/2026

Town of Huntington RFQ
Blandford Hill Road 
Improvement Project 
Engineering Design

The Town of Huntington has 
been awarded funds from the 
FY 2025 Massachusetts Execu-

tive Office of Housing and Liv-
able Communities, Community 
Development Block Grant Pro-
gram. The Town wishes to re-
ceive responses for professional 
engineering design services for 
water main replacement, sewer 
system replacement, road recon-
struction, storm drainage, and 
sidewalk reconstruction needed 
for the infrastructure improve-
ment project on Blandford Hill 
Road. The project area includes 
Blandford Hill Road, from the 
intersection with Russell Road 
State Route 20 to #26 Blandford 
Hill Road, approximately 1,100 
feet in length. This is a two-phase 
project. The Phase 1 engineering 
services sought through this Re-
quest for Qualifications (RFQ) 
will include right of way and 
utility research, site survey and 
base plan development, identifi-
cation of all required easements, 
preparation of preliminary de-
sign plans, final design plans 
and specifications, preparation 
of bid documents, and prepara-
tion of an opinion of construc-
tion costs. Phase 2 is contingent 
upon funding and will include 
bidding services, construction 
administration services, resident 
engineering services, and con-
struction close-out services.

The fee for services sought 
for phase 1 will be negotiated 
and shall not exceed $102,000. 
In the event project construction 
funding is procured in the fu-
ture, the engineer shall provide 
Phase 2 services to be negotiated 
according to Chapter 7C of the 
Massachusetts General Laws. 
A more detailed RFQ is avail-
able at the Pioneer Valley Plan-
ning Commission, 60 Congress 
Street, Springfield, MA 01104, 
(413) 781-6045, between 9:00 
AM and 5:00 PM. To request 
an electronic copy of the RFQ, 
please contact Sue Ortiz at sor-
tiz@pvpc.org. The RFQ will be 

available from January 21, 2026, 
until the due date specified be-
low. The Town of Huntington 
reserves the right to reject any 
and all responses if it is deemed 
in the best interests of the Town 
to do so. The Huntington Select-
board will be the awarding and 
contracting authority.

Completed proposals are to 
be submitted no later than 2:00 
PM, Wednesday, February 11, 
2026, at the Pioneer Valley 
Planning Commission, 60 Con-
gress Street, 1st Floor, Spring-
field, MA 01104. 
01/22, 01/29/2026

LEGAL NOTICE
TOWN OF MIDDELFIELD

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL
 “On-Call” Architectural 

Design Services
The Town of Middlefield is 

seeking proposals for “On-Call” 
General Architectural Design 
and Services for several miscel-
laneous town capital improve-
ment projects. Services will be 
effective from date of award 
through June 30, 2027 with 
two options to renew for two 
additional years ending on 
June 30, 2031. 

The Town acting through its 
Town Select Board, is seeking 
qualified architectural firms to 
provide on-call “house Doctor 
and Consulting Services for the 
Town of Middlefield. The Town 
of Middlefield will award con-
tracts as needed by the Town.   

The scope of work will gen-
erally involve repair, rehabilita-
tion, or renovation to municipal 
buildings/structures. Projects 
may include re-roofing, window 
repair and replacement, building 
insulation, building structural 
repair, elevator installation, exte-
rior envelop repairs, mechanical, 
electrical and structural repairs 
or replacement, renovations for 
accessibility, design and con-

struction oversight of small mu-
nicipal buildings and additions 
and minor interior renovations to 
building elements and offices as 
necessary.  

Applicants must have expe-
rience in and be fully licensed 
or registered for the work men-
tioned in this RFP by the Com-
monwealth of Massachusetts 
and must list the names of the 
licensed consultants that will 
be used as part of the RFP re-
sponse. The selected firms shall 
have demonstrated previous ex-
perience in providing specified 
services to Massachusetts mu-
nicipal governments. A complete 
RFP may be obtained, without 
charge, by contacting the Mid-
dlefield Administrative Assistant 
at, 413-623-2079 Ext.2 or at 
middlefield.assistant@gmail.
com. Documents will be avail-
able beginning on January 16, 
2026 in the Town of Middle-
field Select Board Office, Town 
Hall 188 Skyline Trail Middle-
field MA 01243 on Mondays 
from 9:00 A.M. to 3:00 P.M. or 
Wednesday’s from 4:00 P.M. to 
6:00 P.M. and Friday’s from 9 
A.M. to 11 A.M. They can also 
be obtained by contacting the 
Town Administrative Assis-
tant at middlefield.assistant@
gmail.com. or by calling 413-
623-2079 Ext.2. It is recom-
mended that respondents to this 
request familiarize themselves 
with the detailed RFP.

It is the intent of the Award-
ing Authority to award contracts 
within thirty (30) business days 
after receiving the proposals.

The deadline for submitting 
Proposals to the Town of Mid-
dlefield Select Board Office 187 
Skyline Trail Middlefield, MA 
01243 is Wednesday February 
4, 2026 by 2:00 P.M. Proposals 
can either be dropped off at 
the Select Board Office located 
at 187 Skyline Trail in Mid-

dlefield Massachusetts 01243 
or can be sent by mail to the 
Middlefield Town Administra-
tive Assistant, Mark Doane at 
P.O. Box 238 Middlefield, Ma 
01243. Proposals should be 
clearly marked as such on the 
exterior of the envelope.

RFPs will be opened in the 
Select Board Office located in 
the Middlefield Town Hall 188 
Skyline Trail Middlefield, MA 
01243 on Wednesday Febru-
ary 4, 2026, at 2:00 P. M. A 
completed Non-Collusive Affi-
davit, Certificate of State Tax 
Compliance, completed Ref-
erence List, and a completed 
Commonwealth of Massachu-
setts Standard Designer Ap-
plication Form for Municipal-
ities and Public Agencies not 
within DSB Jurisdiction that 
is attached are required with 
the RFP Proposal.  Questions 
should be directed to the Town 
Administrative Assistant at: 
middlefield.assistant@gmail.
com. or by phone: 413-623-
2079 Ext. 2. The deadline for 
questions on the documents is 
11:00 A.M. on Monday Janu-
ary 26, 2026.
01/15, 01/22/2026

HUNTINGTON
Public Hearing

Wednesday, January 28, 2026, 
at 5:00 PM

FY 2024 CDBG Progress 
Hearing, Re-Programming 

Funds Hearing and
FY 2026 CDBG 

Application Forum
The Town of Huntington, in 

association with the Pioneer Val-
ley Planning Commission, will 
conduct a performance hearing 
regarding the town’s ongoing 
FY24 Community Development 
Block Grant Programs, Re-pro-
gramming of remaining funds 
hearing in the FY24 grant, and 
a public forum regarding the 

FY2026 CDBG application. The 
hearing will take place at 5:00 
PM on Wednesday, January 
28, 2026, in person at the Town 
Hall, 24 Russell Road, Hunting-
ton, MA 01050.

The hearing will review the 
project funded through the 
town’s FY24 Community De-
velopment Block Grant Program 
including Stanton Avenue in-
frastructure improvements and 
how the Town will re-program 
remaining funds in the grant post 
completion of construction. This 
activity received funding through 
the U.S. Department of Housing 
and Urban Development and the 
Executive Office of Housing and 
Livable Communities, Massa-
chusetts CDBG program.

This hearing will also serve 
as the first public forum to so-
licit community input on po-
tential activities to be included 
in a potential Huntington FY26 
Community Development Block 
Grant application. All communi-
ty members and stakeholders are 
invited to share thoughts on po-
tential CDBG-eligible activities 
to be included.

All persons with questions 
or comments regarding the per-
formance hearing will have an 
opportunity to submit comments 
up until and through the public 
hearing. Please submit com-
ments to Sarah Maroney at the 
Pioneer Valley Planning Com-
mission @ smaroney@pvpc.org 
or 413-781-6045. Persons who 
require special accommodation 
should contact the Town prior 
to the hearing date at 413-667-
3500.
01/15, 01/22/2026

PUBLIC NOTICES
                 COMMONWEALTH OF 
                     MASSACHUSETTS
                  ENERGY FACILITIES
                       SITING BOARD
           NOTICE OF ADJUDICATION 
    AND PUBLIC COMMENT HEARING

EFSB 25-09 NSTAR Electric Company d/b/a Eversource Energy 
(Blandford Substation Expansion)

NSTAR Electric Company d/b/a Eversource Energy (“Eversource” 
or “Company”) has asked the Energy Facilities Siting Board (“Sit-
ing Board” or “EFSB”) to grant individual and comprehensive zoning 
exemptions from the Town of Blandford’s Zoning Bylaws for the ex-
pansion of the Company’s existing Blandford Substation located at 79 
North Blandford Road in Blandford, Massachusetts (the “Project”). 
To accommodate this expansion, the Company proposes to increase 
the Substation yard from 0.65 acres to 1.13 acres and will remove 
4,000 square feet of trees. A Project description of the Project site is 
provided below.

The Siting Board will conduct a public comment hearing 
with both in-person and remote participation options on: 

Tuesday, February 3, 2026 at 6:30 P.M.
Snow Date: Wednesday, February 11, 2026, at 6:30 P.M.

In-person hearing location: 

Blandford Town Hall 
1 Russell Stage Rd. Blandford, MA 01008

Remote attendees: join by clicking (or entering) this link:  
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/82900586470 from a computer, tablet, 
or smart device. For audio-only participation, attendees can dial-in at 
(646) 558-8656 (not a toll-free number) and then enter the Webinar 
ID: 829-0058-6470.

To provide oral comments during the public comment hearing (in 
person or on Zoom), please send an email to Yonathan.Mengesha@
mass.gov with the subject line “EFSB 25-09 SPEAKER SIGN UP”, 
and your name, email address, and mailing address in the body of your 
email by noon, February 2, 2026 (or for Snow date by February 10, 
2026). To sign up by telephone, please leave a voicemail message ref-
erencing “EFSB 25-09” at (617) 305-3544 with your name, telephone 
number, and mailing address by noon, February 2, 2026 (or for Snow 
date by February 10, 2026). Pre-registered commenters will speak 
first, and other commenters afterward.

The Siting Board also invites written comments on the Project. 
Written comments will be most useful to the Siting Board if submitted 
by 5:00 p.m., Wednesday, February 18, 2026 (or for Snow date by 
5:00 p.m., February 26, 2026). Persons or groups who wish to be 
involved in the Siting Board proceeding (beyond providing comments 
at the public comment hearing or in writing) may seek to intervene 
as a party or to participate as a limited participant. Any petition to 
intervene or participate must likewise be filed no later than 5:00 p.m., 
February 18, 2026 (or for Snow date by 5:00 p.m., February 26, 
2026) and must follow the instructions below.

Severe Weather Notification and Snow Date
In the event of severe weather, the Siting Board may postpone the 

public comment hearing. Any postponement will be announced on the 
Siting Board’s Project website (accessible via the URL link or QR 
code at the top of this notice’s first page). If the hearing is postponed, 
it will be rescheduled for the snow date of Wednesday, February 11, 
2026, at the original location. The deadlines for submitting public 
comments and filing for intervention or limited participant status will 
be extended until Thursday, February 26, 2026.

Important Dates:

Public Comment Hearing
Planned: February 3, 2026

Snow Date: February 11, 2026

Deadline to file written comments
Planned: February 18, 2026
Alternate: February 26, 2026

Deadline to file for intervention/limited participant status
Planned: February 18, 2026

Alternative: February 26, 2026

Public Comment Hearing
At the public comment hearing, the Company will present an over-

view of the Project. Public officials and members of the public will 
have an opportunity to ask questions and comment on the Project. 
The public comment hearing will be transcribed by a court reporter. 
A recording of the public comment hearing will be available on the 
Siting Board’s YouTube channel after the hearing, at https://www.
youtube.com/@MaDPU_hearing.

Public Review of the Company’s Petition
A description of the Project, links to the Company’s petitions, 

attachments, and analysis, and periodic updates are available via 
the Siting Board’s webpage: https://www.mass.gov/info-details/
blandford-substation-project. The Company maintains a webpage 
for the Project at: https://www.eversource.com/residential/about/
transmission-distribution/projects/massachusetts-projects/
der-projects/plainfield-blandford/blandford-substation-upgrade.

Hard copies of the Company’s petitions, including all attachments, 
are available for public inspection at the following locations:

Boston
Energy Facilities Siting Board
One South Station, 3rd Floor
Boston, MA 02110

Blandford
Town Clerk’s Office
1 Russell Stage Road
Blandford, MA 01008

Porter Memorial Library
87 Main Street
Blandford, MA 01008

Zoning Petition
The Company requests a comprehensive zoning exemption for the 

Project; the Company also requests the following individual zoning 
exemptions from the Town of Blandford Bylaw provisions: (1) substa-
tion use in an agricultural zoning district; (2) signs; (3) construction 
trailers; and (4) site plan review. The Siting Board will review the 
Zoning Petition to determine whether the zoning exemptions should 
be granted, and whether the proposed use of the Substation parcel, 
which includes the Substation and the surrounding yard, is reasonably 
necessary for the convenience or welfare of the public, pursuant to 
G.L. c. 40A, § 3.

Intervention and Participation
Persons or groups who wish to be involved in the Siting Board pro-

ceeding, beyond providing comments at the public comment hearing 
or submitting written comments, may seek either to intervene as a 
party or to participate as a limited participant.

“Intervenor” of “Party” Status: An intervenor can participate 
fully in the evidentiary phase of the proceeding, including the right 
to participate in evidentiary hearings, file a brief, and appeal the final 
order.

“Limited participant” status: A limited participant receives 
documents during the proceeding and may file a brief.

A petition to intervene must demonstrate that the petitioner may 
be substantially and specifically affected by this proceeding. See be-
low for filing instructions. For additional information on the Siting 
Board’s procedural rules, please see the following link: https://www.
mass.gov/how-to/file-a-petition-to-intervene-in-an-efsb-or-dpu-
siting-case.

Filing Instructions
Written comments on the Zoning Petition, or a petition to intervene 

or participate as a limited participant in this proceeding, must be filed 
in the following places:

First, the petition to intervene or participate, and comments, must 
be filed with the Siting Board in electronic format, by email or email 
attachment to dpu.efiling@mass.gov; AND to connor.c.tarr@mass.
gov no later than 5:00 p.m., February 18, 2026 (or for Snow date 
5:00 p.m. February 26, 2026). The text of the email must specify: (1) 
the docket number of the proceeding (EFSB 25-09); (2) the name of 
the person or entity submitting the filing; and (3) a brief description of 
the document. The email should also include the name, title, and tele-
phone number of a person to contact in the event of questions about 
the filing.

Second, the petition or comments must be sent electronically to 

counsel for the Company, Catherine J. Keuthen, Esq., and Cheryl A. 
Blaine, Esq., Keegan Werlin LLP, 1 Cranberry Hill, Suite 304, Lex-
ington, MA 02421, ckeuthen@keeganwerlin.com and cblaine@
keeganwerlin.com.

Accommodation Requests
Reasonable accommodations for people with disabilities (e.g., 

Braille, large print, electronic files, audio format) are available upon 
request. To submit a request for an accommodation, please email 
Melixza Esenyie - Non-Discrimination Coordinator and Director of 
Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion, Massachusetts Executive Office of 
Energy and Environmental Affairs at, eeadiversity@mass.gov, or call 
617-626-1282. In your communication, please include a description 
of the request in as much detail as possible and a way we can contact 
you if we need more information. Please allow at least one week (7 
days) advance notice. Last-minute requests will be accepted but we 
may be unable to fulfill the request.

Language interpretation services are available upon request. In-
clude in your request the language required and a way to contact you 
if we need more information. Requests may be made at least one week 
in advance. It may not be possible to accommodate last-minute re-
quests. Contact the Presiding Officer for more information (contact 
information below).

Non-discrimination Notice
The Siting Board does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, 

national origin, disability, age, sex, income, ethnicity, class, disability, 
religious creed or belief, gender identity, sexual orientation, genetic 
information, English language proficiency, or ancestry in adminis-
tration of its programs or activities. See the Siting Board’s Non-Dis-
crimination Notice at: https://www.mass.gov/info-details/efsb-non-
discrimination-notice-and-grievance-procedure.

If you believe that you have been discriminated against with respect 
to a Siting Board program or activity, you may contact Melixza Es-
enyie (identified above) to learn how and where to file a complaint of 
discrimination.

Contact
For further information about the proceeding, please contact the 

Presiding Officer at the address or telephone number below:
Connor Tarr, Presiding Officer
Energy Facilities Siting Board

One South Station
Boston, MA 02110

Connor.C.Tarr@mass.gov
(617)305-3596

Project Description
The Company proposes to expand its existing Blandford Substa-

tion located on approximately 2.8 acres of Company owned land at 
79 North Blandford Road in Blandford. To accommodate the new and 
upgraded substation equipment, the fenced yard would be expanded 
from approximately 0.65 acres to 1.13 acres. Additionally, the Com-
pany would remove 4,000 square feet of trees.

The proposed expansion at Blandford Substation includes replac-
ing a 30 megavolt-ampere (“MVA”) transformer and a 25 MVA trans-
former with two 62.5 MVA transformers; installing new foundations, 
trenching and conduits, a new 23 kilovolt (“kV”) switchgear enclo-
sure, two new 115 kV circuit breakers in series, and a new galvanized 
chain link mesh fence of similar height to the existing fence; and con-
structing a new access driveway off of North Blandford Road. The 
Company states that the expansion would be conducted in phases to 
allow the Blandford Substation to remain in service during construc-
tion, and it anticipates that construction would last about 18 months.

According to the Company, the Project, at an estimated cost of $64.5 
million, is needed for the timely and cost-effective development and 
interconnection of distributed generation, and to maintain a reliable 
electric power system. The Project is a component of the Company’s 
Capital Investment Project proposal, which the Department of Public 
Utilities approved, with certain modifications. See NSTAR Electric 
Company d/b/a Eversource Energy, D.P.U. 22-52 (2024). 
01/22, 01/29/2026

https://www.mass.gov/
info-details/
blandford-

substation-project
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FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $225.00
Seasoned cut & split $325.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for outdoor 
boilers (Cheap). Quality & volumes guar-
anteed!! New England Forest Products 

(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central 
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood 
Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titanium Stainless 
Steel.  $2K Tax Credit.  Call (508)882-
0178

MISCELLANEOUS
WHEELCHAIR INVACARE $175. Re-
clinining wheelchair Invacare $275. Unisex 
poncho for wheelchair person, one size, 
$35. 2003 Lincoln Town Car Signature, 
$4995. 413-538-4484.

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks, 
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive, 
fire department, masonic, license 
plates, beer cans, barware, books, 
oil cans, advertising tins,hunting, 
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

ALWAYS BUYING 
ALL ANTIQUES: 

Musical instruments, guitars, horns, 
keyboards, vintage electronics, jew-
elry, coins, watches, military camer-
as, sports memorabilia, art, sterling, 
signs, automotive, hunting, advertis-
ing, radios, ham radio equipment, 
audio equipment, toys, one item or 
entire estate. 

Call Paul 413-206-8688.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging. 
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

PJ’s Electrical
MASTER ELECTRICIAN

• Licensed & Insured •
Providing safe, reliable electrical 
services for residential and com-
mercial projects.

NOW OFFERING FREE
CONSULTATIONS.

Call today to schedule your appointment.
(413) 366-1703

(Lic. #24046–A)

LICENSED ELECTRICIAN 

I offer good quality electrical work, 
no project too small. Service upgrades, 

pools, trustworthy, dependable & insured.  
Master Elec. #20773A. 

Text/call Luis 413-218-3301.

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC
Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical 
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and 
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned compa-
ny. MA License #8101A1. 

Call John at (413)206-6509
Every customer gets a free gem stone.

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

INSTRUCTION
NRA Certified Basic Pistol Course 
with Live Fire for License to Carry permit 
$140. Matt Marcinkiewicz muscione@
hotmail.com 413-537-0620

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE

 Excavator Services
Overgrown property?

Extreme Brush Cutting!
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal

Lawn/Arborvite Installed
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand

Storm Clean-up
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal

Insured
 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway 
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt 
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.  
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790. 
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
PRO PAINTING
Low, low prices. All phases interior, exterior 
painting and wallpapering. Also minor car-
pentry. 413-310-5099.

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING & 
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations, 
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen & 
Bath remodeling.  30 years experience. 
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505 

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned, 
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  Family owned/
operated since 1950   (413)537-5090 

TREE WORK

AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential 
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove 
them before the wind takes them down. 
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything 
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump 
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and 
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

TUNE-UPS

STUMP GRINDING
DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding 
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

The Resident Care Facility at Saint Jo-
seph’s Abbey, 167 North Spencer Road, 
Spencer, MA., has an opening for a PART 
TIME FACILITY COOK. 
Hourly wage negotiable depending on ex-
perience and related skills 
Requirements:  High School Diploma or 
GED. Ability to speak and read English 
required. Must be able to understand writ-
ten policies and procedures. Must be able 
to work unsupervised while following food 
safety protocols.  
For more information and to apply, contact 
Wally Connor, Facility/HR Manager 
at (508) 885-8700 Ext. 550 or by email: 

wally@spencerabbey.org

Wilbraham United Church is hiring 
a part-time, experienced 
ADMINISTRATIVE 

ASSISTANT/BOOKKEEPER. 
Apply to Wilbraham United Church, 
Attention: Alesia; 500 Main Street; 
Wilbraham, MA 01095. More infor-
mation at www.wilbrahamunited-
church.org/about-us-2/

FOR RENT
PALMER: 1 BR Apt. No Pets/No Smoking. 

BRETON ESTATES
413-283-6940

WANTED SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES SERVICES

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Make checks payable to Turley Publications 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  FRIDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

Call Your Local Turley Publications Sales Representative For Information And Rates On Advertising Your Tax Service Here
CALL 413-283-8393 TO PLACE YOUR AD TODAY!

TAX TIMETAX TIME
20262026

CHANTEL BLEAU
ACCOUNTING SERVICES

For Full Accounting & Tax Service
Registered Tax Return Preparer

413-967-8364
228 West St., Ware, MA 01082 Call For An 

Appointment

The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer.
For more information on tax preparers go to irs.gov.

Personal & Small Business Federal & All States

IRS Certified Tax Preparers
Independently owned  and operated. Over 25 years experience.

1622 B North Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069
www.FastTax-MA.com

Free E-File & Direct Deposit

413-348-2279

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

CHAMELEON 
PAINTING & REMODELING

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

Remodeling & 
Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured • Free Estimates

413-351-1147

(413) 687-5552

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

A&M TUNE-UPS
Push Lawnmowers, 
Riding Mowers and 

Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home.

STUMP GRINDING
FREE PICKUP OF 

UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT
Call Mike (413) 348-7967

LAWN TRACTOR & MOWER 
TUNE UP & REPAIR All real estate advertising in this newspaper 

is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status (number of 
children and or pregnancy), national 
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
MONDAY AT NOONFRIDAY AT NOON

12 HOMETOWN 
NEWSPAPERS 

413.283.8393
www.turley.com
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069
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Hilltown Hiking Adventures

This is the old quarry site. Metal and a drill are still stuck in the rock.	 Submitted photos

Stephanie and Cybil enjoy some sun along the river. It was 16 
degrees.

This shows the size of the mill.

The East Branch of the 
Westfield River in win-
ter is a unique sight 

with ice blocks lining the 
edge.  

Western Massachusetts 
Hilltown Hikers saw animal 
tracks in the snow and experi-
enced the beauty of the woods 
in winter. Built in 1848 by 
Lemuel Baker, a saw mill was 
erected here at mile marker 
three on the East Branch Trail 
in Chesterfield.  

The mill used an under-

shot waterwheel to produce 
its power. A dam was locat-
ed here but it no longer exists 
due to raging flood waters 
on the East Branch of the 
Westfield River. However 
metal pins can still be seen on 
the rocks at the water’s edge. 
After 21 years of use both the 
dam and mill were destroyed 
by flood waters in 1869 and 
were never rebuilt. 

The Hilltown Hikers 
snowshoed and skied along 
the wild and scenic East 

Branch trail along the river 
with rolling terrain into the 
Gilbert Bliss State Forest, 
passing an old quarry site. 
The trail here in winter is 
exceptional for cross country 
skiing and snowshoeing. The 
group went six miles in and 
back to the old mill. 

A total of eight miles will 
take hikers into Huntington 
and the Knightville Dam 
where in winter it usual-
ly floods the trail here. It is 
shared by snowmobiles and 

they packs the snow down to 
make skiing so great. 

The gorge itself is a sight 
to see with ice everywhere. 
This trail is a true gem in 
Chesterfield and is relatively 
flat. The Hilltown Hikers have 
hiked the trail in the summer 
going the entire length to the 
dam and back. Be aware that 
the parking lot is not plowed. 
However next door the snow-
mobile club has a plowed lot, 
be sure to leave them a dona-
tion for parking there.

Hilltown Hikers explore East Branch of the Westfield River

This is where the water passed under to power the mill.	

Frankie the Frenchie walks along the edge of the gorge. There are 
cable ropes. But don’t let dogs get too close.

This section of the trail contain some giant old trees.

Mushrooms grow on this tree.

ADVERTISING 

SALES HELP 
WANTED

➤ Do you want to work in your community helping 
local businesses connect with their customers? 

➤ Do you want a career supporting local journalism, 
which tells the unique stories of our communities? 

➤ If so, then join our team! Turley Publications 
is looking for an outgoing, energetic person 
interested in selling advertising for our community 
newspapers. The right candidate will assume an 
established territory with a portfolio of customers.

You must be a self-starter with excellent 
communication and organizational skills. 

Basic computer skills are required. 
Previous print sales experience is preferred 

but we will train the right candidate. 

Turley Publications, a locally owned family 
business, offers a competitive commission 

structure, 401k, and health plan.

Send resume & cover letter to:

Jamie Joslyn
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069
Email:jamie@turley.com


