
By Mary Kronholm
Correspondent

Looking back at the pre-
vious 12 months, Blandford 
has seen some remarkable 
incidents and some changes.

The weather has played 
tricks on Blandford – begin-
ning in January. One day 
golfers were on the course, 
the next day, snow. Weather 
wreaked havoc on the gar-
dens; some products thrived 
while others did not. But 
zucchini can always be 
counted on.

The Belle Fleur group 
has continued to work on 
their buildings and produc-
tion has started. Two green-
houses are up and running 
and a third is under construc-
tion; the business is creating 
some revenue for the town.

January saw the begin-
nings of the Porter Memorial 
Library’s expansion planning 
with the first of many focus 
groups and meetings.

February saw Library 
Director Nicole Daviau 
officiat ing at  the West 
S p r i n g f i e l d  L i b r a r y 
Legislative Breakfast as the 
immediate past president 
of Western Mass Library 
Advocates.

Jasmine Ortega came on 
board in March as the new 
administrative assistant for 
the Water Department and 
the Annual Town Caucus 

produced two contests : 
Select Board and Municipal 
Light Board. The COA held 
the annual St. Patrick’s Day 
luncheon.

Members of the 53rd 
Western  Massachuse t t s 
County Correctional Officers 
Academy, all recruits for the 

Hampden County Sheriff’s 
Department, spent Friday, 
March 28, in Blandford 
focusing on beautifying 
the area around Town Hall, 
Town Common and Watson 
Park.

In April the town first 
began to learn about Battery 

Energy Storage Systems pro-
posed for two locations on 
North Blandford Road and 
repercussions rebounded 
throughout the year. 

Pickles took on new 
meaning as the Pickle Ball 

By Wendy Long
Correspondent

  R e p r e s e n t a t ive s 
from the Board of Health 
and Water and Sewer 
Department met with the 
Huntington Select Board 
at their Dec. 17 meeting to 
address current progress 
with the Per- and Poly-
Flurooralkyl Substances 
leaching into residential 
wells on Basket Street. 

S e l e c t  B o a r d 
Chairman Roger Booth, 
s e l e c t m e n  W i l l i a m 
H a t h awa y  a n d  J o h n 
McVe igh ,  and  Town 
Administrator Jennifer 
Peloquin were all present. 
Also attending this portion 
of the meeting were Karon 
Hathaway, Kat Peterson, 
John Bergeron, George 
Peterson and H. Daniel 
Oliviera from the other 
boards. 

 PFAS are human-
made contaminants that 
have been dubbed “forever 
chemicals” because they 
are very slow to break 
down in the environment. 
Exposure to PFAS at cer-

tain levels has been found 
to have adverse health 
effects. Well water from 
homes on Basket Street 
have tested positive for 
PFAS, a result of the for-
mer landfill once locat-
ed near the juncture of 
Basket Street and Bromley 
Road. 

One well at 51 Basket 
Street has tested above 
levels allowed by the 
state, which required the 
town to provide bottled 
drinking water. The town 
applied for and secured, 
a grant to bring the town 
water l ine up Basket 
Street and tie that home 
into the town supply. To 
date, $475,000 of the 
$700,00 cost reimburse-
ment grant has been spent. 
By law, surrounding hous-
es continue to be tested 
every six months; all are 
testing positive for PFAS 
but have not yet exceeded 
the legal limit. 

Any of the remain-
ing houses that show high 
enough test results will 
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PFAS fallout 
continues on 
Basket Street

HUNTINGTON

By Wendy Long
Correspondent

In a breathtaking set 
of executions, three rota-
tors from Red’s Towing, 
Recovery and Transport 
s lowly but  confident ly 
moved the former Bernie’s 
Diner railway car down 
Main Street, through the 
railroad underpass and onto 
the grounds of the Chester 
Railway Station and Museum 
on Monday, Dec. 22. 

T h e  o p e r a t i o n  wa s 
underway a few minutes 
after noon, when a school 
van exited Prospect Street 
after a morning drop-off. 
T h e  C h e s t e r  H i g h wa y 
Department then closed 
E m o r y  a n d  P r o s p e c t 
Streets and the lower sec-
t ion of  Main St ree t  to 
through traffic.

Bernie’s Dining Depot 
in Chicopee had long been 
famous for its generous 
portions of roast beef, but 
had closed in 2022. When 
the new owner of Bernie’s 
decided to remove the his-
toric dining car, the Chester 
Railway Station and Museum 
expressed interest and an 
agreement was reached. 

The move was months 
in the making. The Chester 
Foundation, which raises 
funds and oversees the sta-
tion/museum, contracted 

with Tom Szirbik, Sr. of Iron 
Mountain Iron in Vermont, 
who has done lots of work 
moving railroad cars for 
museums all over the north-
east. “I thoroughly enjoy, 
deep down in my heart 
and soul, railroad history 
and railroad preservation,” 
Szirbik said. 

The first move from 
Chicopee to Chester on 
Nov. 25 was memorable, 
Szirbik said. It started with 
a police escort as the town of 
Chicopee bid farewell to its 
historic landmark Things hit 
a snag at the other end when 
they tried to get the car to 
its first stop next to Chester 
Common Table. Main Street 
would have been the best 
option, but that bridge had 
been de-rated to 18 tons and 
the car and Szirbik’s truck 
were over 50 tons. They soon 
realized that an effort to go 
down Maple Street from 
Route 20 was also going 
to fail, as the two vehicles 
were too long to make the 
corner onto Main Street 
Szirbik reached out to Chad 
Willard at Red’s Towing for 
a solution and an hour later 
the railcar was on its way. “I 
liked Chad the minute I talk-
ed to him,” Szirbik said. “He 
was conscientious. I’m glad I 
hired them.”

The next issue was mov-
ing the railway car over to 

the museum grounds, on the 
other side of the active rail-
road line. Two applications 
to CSX to bring the car over 
the tracks were denied. The 
only other option was to 
go under the railroad pass. 
Szirbik said several propos-
als were shot down by the 
Select Board, with concern 
over weight, possible dam-
age to a fairly new catch 
basin under the bridge and 
doubt over clearing tele-
phone poles and l ines. 
Szirbik again reached out to 
subcontract with Red’s and 
together the men came up 
with the plan that was uti-
lized.

In accordance with a 
Select Board meeting held 
Dec. 8, personnel from 
the Highway Department, 
Chester and Middlefield Fire 
Departments-including a res-
cue truck on each side of the 
underpass-and police were 
on hand in the event of an 
emergency. The only egress 
from Emory and Prospect 
Streets in Chester was that 
same underpass onto Main 
Street.

Before the move, muse-
um president Dave Pierce 
and board member Chet 
Bret went door to door in the 
area to explain the road clo-
sure, which they had expect-
ed to take up to two hours 
and the safety services that 

were being put into place for 
residents. They left written 
notices if people were not 
home. It explained that the 
underpass had been exten-
sively measured for over 
2-hours by Iron Mountain 
Iron, which found it to be 
13-½ feet not the 12-½ feet it 
is marked. The railway car is 
11 feet 4 inches high and 85 
feet long

“Two of our members 
live, and our facility is on the 
far side of the bridge, so we 
have skin in the game,: the 

notice to area residents said. 
The museum also offered 
shuttle service on both sides 
of the railroad tracks to 
anyone who needed to get 
to the store, post office, or 
other downtown destinations 
during the event.

On the day of the move, 
station treasurer Barbara 
Huntoon was on hand with 
the museum’s checkbook, 
having moved money from 
the museum’s investment 
accounts to cover the cost 
of the town details, Red’s 

Towing and Iron Mountain 
for the event. She explained 
that  the new owner of 
Bernie’s Diner gave them the 
railcar or this never would 
have been possible. She con-
firmed that all costs would 
be borne by the Chester 
Foundation, the fundrais-
ing arm and board of the 
museum and railway sta-
tion. The November move 
from Chicopee to Chester 
cost $22,000 and Huntoon 

Railway car clears underpass

REVIEW, page 6

Golfers enjoy a day on the course at the Country Club.	 File photo

The first rear rotator has been disconnected. A second rear rotator (already aligned to the road 
through the tunnel) has replaced it to help push the 70,000 pound car through the tunnel.

Turley Publication photo by Wendy Long
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HILLTOWNS

The Healey-Driscoll 
Administration announced 
nearly $33.5 million in feder-
al Community Development 
Block Grant awards to sup-
port housing, infrastructure, 
social services and econom-
ic development projects 
in 52 communities across 
Massachusetts. 

At the same time, the 
administration is updating 
its Housing Choice Initiative 
to launch a new Rural and 
Small Town Housing Choice 
Community designation, giv-
ing smaller and more rural 
communities a clearer path to 
state recognition and resourc-
es for pro-housing policies.  

Together, these initiatives 
reflect the administration’s 
commitment to listening 
to communities of all sizes 
and working alongside local 
leaders to deliver the tools, 
funding and policy support 
they need to expand housing 
options and strengthen their 
downtowns and neighbor-
hoods. 

C o m m u n i t y 
Development Fund award 
rec ip ien t s  a re  Ches te r 
Prospect Street Phase 4  
$850,000; 

C h e s t e r f i e l d  ( j o i n t 
w i t h  C u m m i n g t o n , 
Goshen, Plainfield, Savoy, 
Westhampton, Williamsburg 

and Worthington) Housing 
rehab program (12 units) and 
social services  $1,233,522; 
Great Barrington (joint with 
Egremont and Stockbridge) 
Housing rehab program (14 
units) $1,250,000; Huntington 
Design for Blandford Hill 
Road infrastructure improve-
ments ,  Stanton Avenue 
improvement project phase II 
and ADA self-evaluation and 
transition plan  $850,000 and 
Lenox (joint with Sandisfield)  
Housing rehab program (12 
units) $1,050,000. 

“From our smallest 
hill towns to our Gateway 
Cities and regional hubs, we 
are listening to local lead-

ers and making sure they 
have the resources they 
need to deliver for their resi-
dents,” said Governor Maura 
Healey. “‘These Community 
Development Block Grants 
will support housing and eco-
nomic development in cities 
and towns across the state, 
and the new Rural and Small 
Town designation will make 
sure that no community is left 
behind. Together, these initia-
tives are about giving commu-
nities the tools they need to 
grow their economies, build 
more housing to lower costs, 
and deliver the high-quality 
services their people deserve.” 

The federal fiscal 2025 

CDBG awards, funded by the 
U.S. Department of Housing 
and Urban Development and 
administered by the Executive 
Office of  Housing and 
Livable Communities, will 
help small cities and towns 
undertake projects that bene-
fit low- and moderate-income 
residents. Eligible municipal-
ities applied individually or as 
part of a regional application. 
This year, HLC is issuing 
27 competitive Community 
Development Fund awards 
totaling $25.7 million, along 
with $7.75 million for nine 
Mini-Entitlement communi-
ties, for a combined $33.47 
million in funding.  

In addition to these 
inves tments ,  HLC wi l l 
launch a new Rural and 
Small Town Housing Choice 
Community (RST-HCC) des-
ignation in the 2026 round. 
Municipalities with 7,000 or 
less year-round population or 
under 500 persons per square 
mile qualify as “Rural and 
Small Towns.” 

The  2026  Hous ing 
Choice and Rural and Small 
Town Housing Choice des-
ignation application round is 
expected to open in January 
2026, in time for newly des-
ignated communities to par-
ticipate in the Community 
One Stop for Growth. 

State announces Community Development fund awards

$182
lb

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION  

USDA INSP. FOZEN BONELESS
CENTER CUT PORK LOIN ......

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN

SALE DATES: SALE DATES: 
1/1/26-1/7/261/1/26-1/7/26

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS & SKINLESS

CHICKEN BREAST 10 LB BAG ..........

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN • 12 OZ. BOX

TEMPURA BREADED SHRIMP  ....

USDA INSP. HOT POCKETS

STEAK & CHEDDAR 18 OZ ............. 

PRICES IN  RED
ARE AT OR BELOW

 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

$399
ea

USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN DRUMSTICKS 10 LB. BAG ..

USDA INSP. FRESH BONESSLESS

BEEF TOP ROUND
ROAST OR STEAKS .........................

ea
$444

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

TAILGATE SPECIALS

$177
lb

lb

$399
USDA INSP. 
TURKEY BREAST ..................
USDA INSP. 
SWISS CHEESE .....................

 SLICED IN OUR DELI 

$499
lb

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN
ASSORTED PORK
LOIN CHOPS ..........................

USDA INSP. STORE MADE
KOREAN MARINATED BONELESS
PORK BUTT STRIPS ..........
USDA INSP. STORE MADE
ITALIAN MARINATED
1/2 CHICKEN ..................... lb

lb
$379

$299

$166

75¢BEEF CHUCK
ROAST or STEAKS

lb

WHOLE 
OR HALF

USDA INSP. FROZEN
BABY BACK PORK RIBS ...........

$325
lb

$777
lb

BEEF
STRIPLOIN

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

$399
lb

7 LB 7 LB 
BAGBAG

80% LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

CUTCUT
FREEFREE

lb

$599
lb

$629
lb

Turley Publications offers two types of 
obituaries.

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral 
date and place.

The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $275, 
which allows families to publish extended death 
notice information of their own choice and may 
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be submitted through a 
funeral home to: obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.

Obituary Policy
Country Journal

GOSHEN

G O S H E N  –  O n 
Wednesday, Jan. 7 games 
group now meets from 2-4 
p.m. 

They have a variety of 
games to choose from and 
they will also have cards. 
They are planning to have 
a puzzle making contest 
in the near future and pos-
sibly lessons in Mahjong. 
People should let the COA 
know if they’d be interest-
ed in joining either or both. 

On Thursday, Jan. 15 
Technology Help in the 
Library will be available 
from noon-2 p.m. Seniors 
can ask questions regarding 
their computer, phone, tab-
let or any other technology 
related question and they 
will do their best to help. 

On Tuesday, Jan. 20 
and 27 Highland Valley 
Elder Services delivers 

grab and go lunches to 
Goshen COA on the third 
and fourth Tuesdays of the 
month. Participants pick 
up their hot lunch at the 
Goshen Town Hall from 
12:30-1 pm. The lunch 
for Tuesday, Jan. 20 is a 
choice of pasta primave-
ra or lasagna rolls and the 
choice for Tuesday, Jan. 
27 is chicken corn chow-
der or chicken broccoli 
casserole. The meals also 
include milk, vegetables, 
and dessert. There is a sug-
gested $4 donation given 
to Highland Valley to off-
set the cost. People may 
call 413-268-8236 exten-
sion118 or email coa@
goshen-ma.us if they would 
like to sign up to get these 
nutritious and delicious 
meals. The COA would 
love to increase participa-

tion in this program.
On Wednesday, Jan. 

21 crafts group meets from 
2-4 p.m. Crafts group this 
month will meet on the 
third Wednesday in the 
library or dining room, 
adjacent to the library. 
They will have hot drinks 
to share while creating.  

Exercise classes with 
Joan Griswold continue 
on Wednesdays at 10:15 
in the Goshen Town Hall. 
The focus is on functional 
movement, which enhances 
physical strength and bal-
ance. Participants should 
wear supportive footwear 
and bring water and free 
weights if they have them. 
This class is also offered 
simultaneously on Zoom, 
if they prefer. People may 
email Joan at joan@byb-
health.com to sign up.

Goshen Council on Aging 
announces news and events

MONTGOMERY

By Wendy Long
Correspondent

M O N T G O M E RY  –  
Performers for the Music in 
Montgomery program have 
been announced for January. 

C o - h o s t e d  b y  t h e 
Montgomery Public Library 
and  the  Gray  Ca tb i rd 
Pottery Studio, Music in 
Montgomery takes place at 
Montgomery Town Hall, 161 
Main Road, every Thursday, 
starting at 3 p.m.

Kara and Jerry Noble 
will perform on Thursday, 
Jan. 8. This husband-wife 
duo has Jerry on piano and 
guitar with Kara on bass. 
Their performances are 
dubbed, “We are the peo-
ple our parents warned us 
about.”

D o u g  P i  a n d  t h e 
Harmonics are up next on 
Thursday, Jan. 15. They 
are  regular  performers 

at the Hilltown Memory 
Cafe in Huntington and 
Northampton Country Club. 
Doug Pi and the Harmonics 
have performed at the O’s 
in Sunderland, Fishtails in 
Hatfield and Papa Bob’s in 
Becket. 

S i n g e r ,  g u i t a r i s t 
Larry Southard returns to 
Montgomery on Thursday, 
Jan. 22. Southard can also be 
seen around the area when 
he performs with Papa and 
Friends, a rock-country-folk 
band who include Lesley 
Friedman Rosenthal (violin, 
harmony), Terry AlaBery 
(Terrance Hall on drums), 
Mike Patoniac (bass and har-
monica), and Andy Gordon 
(pedal steel and banjo). Can 
be seen at the Knox Trail Inn.

R o u n d i n g  o u t  t h e 
month is Eva Cappelli and 
Friends on Thursday, Jan. 
29. Likened to Bonnie Raitt 
and K. D. Lang, Capelli has 

performed with groups Lil 
Eva and the Studebakers, 
Eva  Cappe l l i  and  the 
Watershops Band and Wild 
Heart-a Fleetwood Mac trib-
ute band. She has performed 
at the Hard Rock Cafe, Iron 
Horse, Big E and Majestic 
Theatre and was the musical 
coordinator for the Academy 
of Music’s production of 
Sojourner Truth.

Attendees are invit-
ed to bring baked goods to 
share. Donations are accept-
ed for the refreshments 
with money split between 
the Montgomery Volunteer 
Firemen’s Association and 
the Town Library.

Donat ions  are  a lso 
accepted to tip and thank the 
fabulous musicians who per-
form each week. This event 
is open to all who are inter-
ested. For more information, 
people may call Dale Rogers 
at 413-875-5205.

Music in Montgomery performers 
list upcoming January programs

MIDDLEFIELD

MIDDLEFIELD – The 
Council on Aging will host 
senior lunch on Wednesday, 
Jan. 7.

The menu includes 
tomato basil quiche or but-
ternut squash soup, green 
beans, French bread and 
pudding. 

They  sponso red  a 
cookie swap. Winners of 
the cookie swap were Tim 
Parker, who made some 
delicious peanut butter Kiss 
cookies and Ray Schneller, 
who teamed up with his 
wife, Susan, to make some 
yummy almond cookies.

Dodie Guyette celebrat-
ed a December birthday. She 
and fellow seniors enjoyed 
a birthday cake that Sharon 
Barry baked.

COA offers various activities for seniors

Char Gero helped Dodie Guyette blow out her luscious birthday cake that Sharon Barry baked.
Submitted photo

OTIS

OTIS – Council  on 
Aging Director Karen Yvon 
announces the upcoming 
January events. 

The regular COA events 
will continue on Mondays and 
Wednesdays throughout the 
month except on Monday, Jan. 
19 when the Center is closed 
for Martin Luther King Day. It 
will be open on Tuesday, Jan. 
20 from 9 a.m.-2 p.m.  

Exercise class is every 
Monday at 10:30 a.m. at the 
COA center at Town Hall. 
Haircuts will be available on 
Monday, Jan. 5. Mat Yoga is 
every Saturday at 9:30 a.m. 
and Chair Yoga is every 
Thursday at 10 a.m.

Wednesdays are Food 
Pantry days from 9-11 a.m. 
People should be sure to pick 
up their items on time. 

Thursday, Jan. 8 is the 
Out To Lunch program, which 
will be at The East in Great 
Barrington.

On Monday, Jan. 12, 
there will be a Hip Hop 
Square Dance Class at 11:30 
a.m.. The class is open to 

everyone, but people should 
let the COA know they will 
participate by calling 413-269-
0100, extension 5. The class 
is free. 

The Foot Nurse is sched-
uled for Wednesday, Jan 14. 
People should call the COA 
for an appointment. 

Brown bag lunch will be 
ready for pickup on Friday, 
Jan. 16 at 11 a.m.

The special event for 
January is a noontime Pizza 
Party on Wednesday, Jan. 21. 
The menu includes pizza, 
salad, drinks and dessert, all 
for $10. Those who want to 
attend must RSVP to the COA 
by Wednesday, Jan.14. An 
added feature will be an actor 
from the Susan B. Anthony 
Museum who will reen-
act Mary Surratts part in the 
Lincoln assassination. 

If people have any ques-
tions about any of the COA 
programs or need assistance, 
they may call either Kendra 
Rybacki or Director Yvon at 
the COA at 413-269-0100, 
extension 5.

COA lists January events
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have to tie into town lines 
immediately. Current grant 
money can only be used to 
tie in homes whose levels 
exceed state/federal lim-
its. The Select Board asked 
the group to seek out other 
sources of funding that will 
cover the remaining homes 
tying into the town water 
line before they exceed con-
tamination levels.

Booth would like to see 
the other houses tie in. While 
they are testing at levels not 
requiring remediation, they 
are higher than other wells 
in town. He feels that owners 
will be unable to sell their 
homes. 

EKI Environment and 
Water, Inc. was hired by the 
Board of Health to do the 
PFAS sampling of drinking 
water, as required by the 
state. EKI sends a Licensed 
Site Professional, to take the 
samples that are tested. The 
contract signed with EKI 
also required the LSP to dis-
cover where the “plume”  or 
groundwater may be going 
from the former landfill. 
According to Select Board 
Chair Roger Booth, who has 
a background in this field, 
that water will not neces-
sarily flow downhill. This 
knowledge will determine 
where additional monitoring 
wells for PFAS will be locat-
ed. 

Booth would like the 
contract with EKI examined 
to see if it goes beyond the 
plume study. If it does, he 
feels that the work needs 
to go out to bid. He also 
requested a copy of com-
munication between the 
LSP and Department of 
Environmental Protection 
pertaining to this, with any 
regulations that are being 
cited. He also said that the 

select board should be cop-
ied on any further communi-
cations, and the town lawyer 
consulted.

At this point, tying in 
the other houses has to wait 
until spring unless there’s 
an emergency order. “Once 
all of the homes are on town 
water, the town won’t have 
to pay thousands to monitor 
them,” Booth said. Hathaway 
further noted that re-pav-
ing Basket Street from the 
new water line has to also 
wait until spring. “The tie-
ins have to be done before 
we mill and repave,” he 
said. The three groups will 
discuss this issue again on 
Wednesday, Jan. 14 at 6 p.m.

In other business, Town 
Accountant Richard Buley 
presented the FY’2025 end 
of year budget transfers 
and said he believes that 
free cash will come in over 
$400,000 this year, accord-
ing to preliminary num-
bers. Buley also asked for 
an increase in salary, say-
ing that the Select Board’s 
efforts to bring town salaries 
up in recent years had put 
him “on the short end sal-
ary-wise.” Peloquin agreed 
and noted that he is on the 
low end compared to area 
town accountants. Booth 
said he would recommend 
an increase from $17,851 a 
year to $24,000 as long as 
Buley would agree to move 
to a contract for his position. 
The motion was voted unan-
imously and included $3,000 
coming from savings in the 
assistant line when the posi-
tion was unfilled and the rest 
from free cash, contingent 
on a contract agreement to 
be approved by Jan. 30. 

A  l e n g t h y  d i s c u s -
sion took place between 
the  Se l ec t  Boa rd  and 

Planning Board members 
Linda Hamlin and Karon 
Hathaway,  regarding  a 
DLTA Grant through the 
Pioneer Valley Planning 
Commission.  Discussed 
were use of the grant to cre-
ate a town master plan and 
update the permitting guide. 
Following a long back and 
forth and consideration of 
many issues, the select board 
took two votes to approve 
two applications-one for cre-
ating a master plan for the 
town and the other for updat-
ing the permitting guide. 

Town Clerk Michelle 
Fieldstad-Booth and Board 
of Health members dis-
cussed non-compl iance 
issues over the town’s new 
dog licensing bylaw. She has 
one individual, who applied 
for a dog license, but did 
not give a copy of a rabies 
certificate. A second issue is 
rabies certificates coming in 
from veterinarians for dogs 
that are not licensed. It was 

agreed that the Select Board 
should follow up on the unli-
censed dogs and the Board 
of Health on any lacking 
rabies certification. 

The final 2026 liquor 
license application for the 
Rapids restaurant on Route 
112 was also discussed. 
There is a Zoning Board 
issue, as they granted a 
five-year special permit that 
required that the restaurant 
open within two years. If it 
did not, they have to reap-

ply. In the end, the board 
approved the liquor license 
but the owner will receive 
a letter saying they need 
to contact the ZBA to see 
whether or not his permit to 
open is still active. 

An  app l ica t ion  fo r 
a 2026 Class II  Motor 
Vehicle Dealer License for 
Jackalynn’s Auto Sales will 
be held until the building’s 
owner can be contacted to 
verify that he gives permis-
sion to allow that business to 

be run from his property.
A request to use Stanton 

Hall twice a month at no 
charge from a local homes-
chool group was unanimous-
ly voted down. Peloquin 
was asked to follow up and 
find out if they are from 
Huntington and affiliated 
with a non-profit; if not, the 
town would need to charge 
$100 per day for use of the 
building to help cover heat, 
lights and electricity, in 
accordance with its policies.

Peloquin resigned from 
her role in processing elec-
trical, gas and plumbing 
permits. George Peterson is 
willing to take this on, as it’s 
a building department func-
tion. This role is paid $15 
per permit. 

After  discussion,  i t 
was determined that a pro-
posed sand shed for the 
public at the Norwich Hill 
Fire Station was not feasi-
ble as it would require the 
highway department to use 
a truck and loader and take 
about two hours to get sand/
salt into the proposed area. 
The idea has merit, howev-
er and the town will con-
tinue to look at other sites. 
The next meeting for the 
Huntington Select Board 
will be Wednesday, Jan. 14, 
2026 at 5 p.m.

FALLOUT	 from page 1

PROPANE GAS
PLUMBING • HEATING

(413) 268-8360
TOLL FREE 1-800-464-2053

Family Owned & Operated
3 Berkshire Trail West (Route 9), P.O. Box 102, Goshen, MA 01032

www.georgepropane.com

George
PROPANE INC.

DOWN TO EARTH
EXCAVATING

413+667+ 5269

Highly Regarded Professionals: Complete Site Work,
Septic Development and Repairs. Fully insured.

INC

DOWN TO EARTH
EXCAVATING INC

Paul & Randy LaPointe, Owners Huntington, Mass.
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• Tune Ups
• Installations

• Oil Tanks

Huntington, Massachusetts

Office 413.667.0245
Cell 413.530.7037

jeffsoilburnerservice@hotmail.com

FEED • PET SUPPLIES • CLOTHING • COAL 
WOOD PELLETS • WILD & CAGED BIRDSEED
 POOL SUPPLIES •  MOTOR OILS • FENCING
LAWN & GARDEN SUPPLIES • FERTILIZER

GATEWAY FARM & PET

59 RUSSELL ROAD, HUNTINGTON, MA 01050

1-413-667-2279
TARA GRENIER •  PAUL GRENIER

M-F 8am-5pm
Sat. 8am-4pm

BUSINESS 
DIRECTORY

Kirke R. Henshaw, Inc.
Water Well Drilling, Water Pump Sales & Service

800-232-4725 • Fax 413-296-4565
Charles R. Henshaw

130 Cummington Rd., W. Chesterfield, MA • 413-296-4725

Water
Testing

•
Water System

Repairs

System
Evaluations

•
Hydrofracture

to Increase Flow

Paul’s
Plumbing & Heating

238-0303
PAUL GRAHAM
Mass. License 23299

FULLY LICENSED & INSURED 
Huntington, MA • 413-667-3149

dalesstructuralandcarpentry.com

Dale’s
Home Improvement • Additions • Restorations • Repairs

Sagging Floors - Beams - Columns
Sill Timbers - Termite Damage

Foundation Repairs - Piers & Footings 
Chimney Rebuilds

Structural 
& Carpentry

Post 
& Beam 
Repairs

Contact 
Wendy Delcamp

TO ADVERTISE AT
413-283-8393
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wdelcamp@turley.com

By Wendy Long
Correspondent

HUNTINGTON – The 
Huntington Public Library 
announces a change in their 
Wednesday schedule starting 
in January. 

In 2026, Wednesdays 
will move to morning hours. 
The schedule will now be 
on Mondays, Wednesdays, 
Fr idays  and  Sa turdays 
from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. and on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays 
from 2-6 p.m. 

L i b r a r y  D i r e c t o r 
Amanda  Lo i se l l e  a l so 
announces a special activity 
for anyone thinking of set-
ting a new course for 2026. 
Do it Yourself Vision Boards 
will be offered for all ages 
on Thursday, Jan. 8 at 4 p.m. 
They will create their vision 

board to help them focus 
on what matters most in the 
year ahead, as a great way to 
spark motivation in a fun and 
friendly environment.

The monthly Friday 
Playgroup is scheduled for 
Jan. 16 at 10 a.m. This fun-
filled morning is offered by 
the Hilltown Community 
Health Center’s Family 
Center for children ages five 
and under.

Speaking of children, 
Kid Inventors’ Day will be 
celebrated on Saturday, Jan. 
17 at 11 a.m. Parents and 
guardians of young creators 
to the invention station for 
hands-on fun and imagina-
tive activities. Spark curiosity 
and watch their ideas come 
to life. 

Artists are sought for 
the library’s Artist of the 

Month series. This is a fan-
tastic opportunity to share 
creativity with fellow com-
munity members, showcase 
their talent, and inspire oth-
ers with their work. For more 
information, people may call 
Loiselle at 413-512-2506 or 
email librarydirectory@hun-
tingtonma.us. 

The Book Club pick 
for January is “The Giver of 
Stars” by JoJo Moves. This 
historical fiction novel is 
inspired by the real-life pack-
horse librarians, who deliv-
ered books via horseback 
during the Great Depression. 
Soon to become a motion 
picture, the story is set in 
1930’s Kentucky and cov-
ers a group of women, who 
deliver books to remote 
Appalachian towns. It is an 
example of the transforma-

tive power of books. Copies 
will be at the library while 
available, may be ordered 
through interlibrary loan or 
borrowed through Libby. 
“The Giver of Stars” will be 
discussed on Feb. 5 at 4 p.m.

Regular monthly activ-
ities will continue, with 
story hours every Monday 
and Saturday at 10:30 a.m. 
Crafternoon will be held on 
Thursday, Jan. 8 at 4 p.m. 
People may bring something 
they are working on or try 
some of the library’s materi-
als out. The Book Swap Club 
will meet on Tuesday, Jan. 
13 at 4 p.m. Instead of every-
one reading the same book, 
this is a chance to share their 
favorite book(s) with others. 
Finally, Game Night will be 
held on Thursday, Jan. 15 at 
4 p.m. 

Library announces schedule change

Select board Chairman Roger Booth addresses the Board of Health and Water and Sewer Department, 
over continued PFAS issues on Basket Street. Shown from left, are William Hathaway (Select Board), 
George Peterson and John Bergeron (Board of Health), H. Daniel Oliviera (Water and Sewer) and 
Kathleen Peterson (Board of Health); Booth is in the foreground. Turley Publications photo by Wendy Long

HUNTINGTON – The  
Hilltown Safety at Home 
Program and the Southern 
H i l l t o w n  D o m e s t i c 
Violence Task Force pres-
ent  the acclaimed “In 
Her Shoes” training on 
Wednesday, Jan. 14 from 
3-4:15 a.m.

Part icipants should 
arrive at 2:45 p.m. for sign-
in and snacks at Gateway 
High School, 12 Littleville 
Road. Participants will 
walk through real-life sce-
narios faced by survivors 
of domestic violence and 
gain insight into the bar-

riers and tough choices 
survivors encounter every 
day. They will consider 
how power and privilege 
intersect with class, race, 
ethnicity, gender, sexuality 
and status and learn how 
to support and advocate for 
those affected by abuse.

The program is open 
to all and is ideal for pro-
fessionals, volunteers and 
community members com-
mitted to making a differ-
ence. People may email 
southernhillsdvtaskforce@
gmail.com by Thursday, 
Jan. 8 to reserve a spot.

DV Task Force 
presents ‘In Her 
Shoes’ on Jan. 14

HUNTINGTON

FIVE ISLANDS
Georgetown, Maine
2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom

Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

• Walk to Five Islands Wharf and 
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
• Close to Reid State Park

$1200/week
207-607-9333

WORTHINGTON

WORTHINGTON – The 
Friends of the Worthington 
Library will host two quilting 
basics sessions on Saturdays, 
Jan. 17 and 31 from 10 a.m.-
1 p.m. at the Worthington 
Town Hall, 160 Huntington 
Road.

Ellen DeGrave will teach 
the two sessions. Participants 
will learn the basics, experi-
ment with color choices and 
fabric. Session 1 will get par-
ticipants started on a block to 
finish at home. Session 2 will 
include how to create a small 

item using their square.
Cost is $50 and includes 

all materials and will help 
support youth programs. 
Class is limited to ten adult 
participants. People may 
register at the Worthington 
Library, 1 Huntington Road.

Quilting basics sessions offered
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Dear Rusty: 
Should I  take my 

Social Security now at age 
62, or wait till I am 65? 

I’ve been collecting 
SS disability due to health 
issues and was curious if 
I should wait or claim my 
regular Social Security 
retirement benefits now. 

Signed: Disabled 
but Wondering

Dear Disabled 
but Wondering: 

If you are now col-
lecting Social Security 
Disability Insurance ben-
efits and you are still dis-
abled, it would be a disad-
vantage to claim your SS 
retirement benefits at this 
time age 62 or even at age 
65. That’s because your 
SSDI benefit is the same 
as your Full Retirement 
Age amount, as calcu-
lated for you at the point 
you became disabled. Born 
after 1959, your FRA is 
age 67, but you are already 
receiving your FRA ben-
efit while on SS disability 
even though you have not 
yet reached your full retire-
ment age. That full SSDI 
benefit will automatically 
convert to become your SS 
retirement benefit when 
you reach your full retire-
ment age. 

If you were to claim 
your normal SS retirement 
benefit any earlier than 
your SS full retirement 
age of 67, the amount you 
get would be reduced for 

claiming early. At your cur-
rent age, you would likely 
get between 75% and 80% 
of what you are now receiv-
ing on SSDI (depending on 
your exact age in the month 
you claim and at age 65 
you would get about 87% 
of what you are now receiv-
ing on Social Security dis-
ability. 

In other words, as long 
as your disability continues 
and you remain eligible for 
Social Security Disability 
Insurance benefits, you 
should not switch to your 
normal SS retirement ben-
efit, because you would get 
less money. And the result-
ing benefit reduction would 
be permanent.

T h e  A s s o c i a t i o n 
Mature Citizens Foundation 
and its staff are not affil-
iated with or endorsed 
by the Social Security 
Administration or any 
other governmental enti-
ty. This article is intended 
for information purpos-
es and does not represent 
legal or financial guid-
ance. It presents the opin-
ions and interpretations 
of the Association Mature 
Ci t i zens  Foundat ion’s 
staff, trained and accredit-
ed by the National Social 
Security Association  To 
submit a question, visit 
amacfoundation.org/pro-
grams/social-security-advi-
sory or email us at ssadvi-
sor@amacfoundation.org. 
Russell Gloor is a Social 
Security advisor for AMAC. 

GUEST COLUMN

I don’t know about 
you, but I have 
been caught 

up in spirit of 
the holidays. 
It’s been fun 
to indulge in 
fami ly  t ime 
and try and get 
caught  up on 
m u c h - n e e d e d 
rest. 

I have given 
myself this last week 
of the year to continue to 
take it easy before I hit the 
“to do” list. 

One of the big things I 
have been procrastinating on 
at work is taking inventory of 
all the seeds I have left from 
the last couple of years. The 
box holds a hundred or so 
different varieties of seeds, 
mostly heirloom, open-polli-
nated types.  

There is  something 
refreshing about accomplish-
ing this task soon into the 
new year; a seasonal habit 
I’ve had for the last four 
decades give or take. To me, 
it means spring is not far 
behind.

I begin by organizing the 
seeds first by category: veg-
etable, flower or herb, then 
alphabetically. After those 
piles have been made, I go 
back and decide which pack-
ets are no good or no longer 
of use.  

No matter how well they 
are stored, some seeds won’t 
germinate well past the year 
in which they are sold for. 
Based on my experience 
these include hybrid onions 
and parsnips. Carrots can be 
iffy.  

In the herb category 
dill, caraway, parsley, angel-
ica and chives come to mind. 
Year old garden heliotrope, 

feverfew and bellflowers can 
be stubborn germinators as 

far as flowers go.  
As a gen-

e r a l  r u l e  I 
keep seed that 

is less than 
three years 
old, unless 

the variety 
in question is rare. 
Even spotty germi-
nation is better than 

nothing when it comes 
to seed that is hard to find.

You can save yourself 
disappointment at planting 
time by performing a simple 
germination test on question-
able seed. 

Place a few seeds in a 
moist paper towel. Roll it up 
and seal it in a plastic bag in 
a warm location.

Instructions in the seed 
catalog or on the pack-
et should tell you how long 
it takes for germination to 
occur, as well as inform you 
of the initial germination per-
centage. Once the necessary 
amount of time has elapsed 

Testing and taking seed inventory is a good 
practice to start the new gardening season 

Th e  M a s s a c h u s e t t s 
A u d u b o n  S o c i e t y 
reported a sighting 

of a sora on Nauset Beach 
in Orleans on Cape Cod 
between Dec. 10 and 16.

Soras are small, chub-
by, chicken like birds with 
long toes and between eight 
to ten inches tall. There stub-
by bill distinguished them 
from other rails in the United 
States and Canada, which 
have longer bills. They also 
frequently hold their short 
tail cocked up showing their 
white patch under the tail. 

Soras are mottled gray 
and brown with white-edged 
feathers, but the feature that 

stands out the most is their 
yellow candy-corn bill. Other 
field marks include a black 
mask. throat patch and verti-
cal white lines on the sides. 
Females tend to be less 
brightly colored than males 

and have less black on the 
face and throat. Juveniles 
also lack the black mask.

Soras  have a distinct 
walk pushing their head for-
ward with every step while 
nervously flicking the tail 
upward, exposing the white 
under tail feathers. They 
tend to forage in dense veg-
etation, but also venture into 
open areas from time to time. 
Their long toes help them 
walk on top of floating mats 
of vegetation. Soras make 
their homes in freshwater 
wetlands with emergent veg-
etation such as cattails, sedg-
es and rushes. During migra-
tion and winter, they also use 
brackish marshes, flooded 
fields and wet pastures. 

The Sora makes i ts 
presence known with plain-
tive whistles and whinnies 
rising from the marshes 

all across North America. 
Despite its abundance, it 
is not often seen: As with 
other rails, it spends most 
of its time hidden in dense 
marshy growth or wet mead-
ows. Occasionally it will 
walk about in full view at the 
edge of a pond, delighting 
any birders, who happen to 
be nearby. Although Soras 
might seem like weak fliers 
when seen fluttering over the 
marsh, they regularly migrate 
long distances, many going 
to South America for the 
winter. 

Cape Cod bird sightings
Besides the sora, the 

following sightings were 
reported between Dec. 10 
and Dec.16. A western tan-
ager was found at Mass 
Audubon’s Wellfleet Bay 
sanctuary. The male painted 
bunting continued at a feed-
er in Brewster. Other bird 

sightings included a clapper 
rail and six western willets 
in South Chatham, two com-
mon terns in North Chatham, 
a blue-headed vireo and a 
yellow-breasted chat in South 
Orleans, a common yel-
lowthroat and for northern 
shovelers in Harwich and a 
short-eared owl. 

Birds seen at Race Point 
in Provincetown were a black 
guillemot, 200 razorbills, 
13 dovekies, three common 
murres, 45 black-legged kit-
tiwakes, six Iceland gulls, 
a red-necked grebe and 75 
northern gannets.

Other sightings around 
the Cape included two con-
tinuing Eurasian wigeon in 
Yarmouth Port, two Barrow’s 
goldeneyes at Loop Beach in 
Cotuit, a great egret at Mass 
Audubon’s Skunknett River 
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sanctuary in Barnstable, a 
Nashville warbler reported 
at a house in Yarmouth, con-
tinuing unseasonably large 
numbers of tree swallows in 
various places including over 
50 in Falmouth, two western 
willets in Chatham and an 
American golden plover in 
North Truro.

Christmas bird count
From Dec. 15 to Jan. 5, 

the Christmas Bird Count 
wil l  commence in  the 
U.S., Canada and 18 other 
countries in the Western 
Hemisphere .  Countr ies 
are divided into geograph-
ical regions with 35 in 
Massachusetts and each 
region will pick a single 
24-hour period to count 
birds. Data from the CBC 
can be utilized in many ways, 
including to monitor trends 
in bird populations, docu-
ment range shifts over time 
and examine how climate 
change may impact the win-
ter distributions of birds.

CBC data has been used 
in hundreds of analyses, 
peer-reviewed publications 
and government reports over 

the decades.
Birds likely seen in 

Massachusetts are chicka-
dees, titmice, many species 
of woodpeckers, bluebirds, 
Carolina wren and many rap-
tors. Migrants from the north 
include kinglets, some rap-
tors, snow bunting and some 
sparrows. Waterfowl seen 
mostly along the coast are 
dabbling and diving ducks. 
Irruptive species that are only 
present in some years are 
evening grosbeak, red cross-
bill, white-winged crossbill, 
redpoll, pine grosbeak and 

red-breasted nuthatch.
Helping birds

People may help birds 
by participating in the 
Christmas Bird Count. It is 
an important source of data 
on birds.

People may report a 
bird sighting or bird relat-
ed experience by calling me 
at 413-967-3505, leaving a 
message at extension 100, 
emailing mybackyard88@
aol.com or edowner@tur-
ley.com or mailing to Barre 
Gazette, P.O. Box 448, Barre, 
MA 01005.

BACKYARD	 from page 4

CHURCH 
DIRECTORY

First Congregational Church 
of Blandford 
Pastor Ciprian Droma
91 Main St., Blandford, MA 01008
413-848-2052
Sunday service 10 a.m. 

First Congregational Church 
of Chester
334 Skyline Trail, Chester, MA 01011
Pastor Susan Borsella
Service with Live Music: 10 a.m. - Sunday
Coffee and Sweets Social: 
10:45 a.m. - 11:45 a.m.

First Congregational Church 
of Williamsburg
Rev. Jack Kraaz
4 North Main St., Williamsburg, MA 01096
413-268-7557
burgychurch@gmail.com • burgychurch.org
Facebook: 
First Congregational Church of Williamsburg 
YouTube Channel: www.youtube.com/
channel/UCdyH1EA-fduamqHYeekxw5w
Office Hours: Tues. - Fri. 9 a.m. - 12 noon
Days and Hours of Services: Sun. at 10 a.m.

Hilltown Community Church
Rev. Dr. Robert Perreault
55 Main St., Russell, MA 01071
413-275-3232
Office: 413-862-3341
hilltownchurch3341@gmail.com
Sunday Mornings 10 a.m.

Holy Family Parish
Rev. Ronald F. Sadlowski, known as Fr. Ron
5 Main St., Russell, MA 01071
413-862-4418
Office Hours: No set times. 
Please call, leave a voice message or 
email: holyfamilyrussell.org
parish@holyfamilyrussell.org
Saturday Vigil: 5 p.m.
Sunday Masses: 8:15 a.m. & 11 a.m.

New Boston 
Congregational Church 
4 Sandisfield Rd., PO Box 81
Sandisfield, MA 01255
Services held twice monthly, check website: 
www.newbostoncongregationalchurch.org

Pioneer Valley 
Assembly of God
Pastor Javier Melendez
63 Old Chester Rd., Huntington MA 01050
413-667-3196
pvaglife@gmail.com
www.pioneervalleyag.org
Facebook: Pioneer Valley 
Assembly of God
Sunday service: 10:30 a.m.

Pioneer Valley 
Mennonite Fellowship 
Deacon Jerald Reinford
400 Huntington Rd., Russell, MA 01071
(413) 297-6037
Sunday worship at 10 a.m.
Visitors appreciated. 

Your
Church

Community

unroll the paper towel and 
determine how viable your 
seeds are by observing the 
sprouting that has occurred.  

Based on the results you 
may decide to sow the seed 
more thickly or just start 
over with a fresh batch.

Last year I did my own 
version of a germination 
test by sowing few seeds 
of questionable varieties in 
pots, and placing them on a 
shelf near my wood stove. 
I learned which seeds were 
worth the effort of sowing 
in the garden and which 
I needed to discard and 
order new.

A l t h o u g h  v i a b i l i -
ty decreases as seeds age, 
proper storage can insure 
that you will get at least 

three years worth of sprout-
ing out of many of your 
favorites. It is important to 
fold over used seed packets 
and seal them with tape after 
use, and if you are just get-
ting to it now, it’s better late 
than never. Put them in a 
location that is cool and dry.  

S ince  t empera tu res 
around 37-41 degrees are 
ideal, many people assume 
that storage in the refriger-
ator is preferred.  It is, as 
long as the seeds are first 
placed in an airtight contain-
er along with a desiccant to 
absorb moisture. Desiccants 
such as silica gel are avail-
able in the floral section of 
craft shops, or you can reuse 
the pouches of silica that 
come in vitamin bottles or 

shoe boxes.
If you’d rather not take 

up space in your fridge, stor-
ing the container of seeds in 
a cabinet in a dry part of the 
house will also work. 

Whatever you do, don’t 
put them in a hot attic or 
damp basement! It is also 
not a good idea to purchase 
seeds from stores that have 
their seed displays in green-
houses. Temperature and 
moisture extremes can affect 
viability even if the seeds 
are brand new!  

Some seed companies 
sell their seed in foil-lined 
packets. These are very 
good at keeping them fresh 
for the longest amount of 
time – especially if they are 
unopened.

Now that  you have 
inventoried your seeds, it 
will be a whole lot of fun 
to order exactly what you 
need.  That’s what I will be 
doing after one more fami-
ly game night and that last 

Christmas movie.
Roberta McQuaid grad-

uated from the Stockbridge 
School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. 
For 33 years she has held the 
position of staff horticultur-

ist at Old Sturbridge Village. 
She enjoys growing food 
as well as flowers. Have a 
question for her? Email it to 
pouimette@turley.com with 
“Gardening Question” in the 
subject line. 

GARDEN	 from page 4

SCHOOLS & YOUTH

By Wendy Long
Correspondent

HUNTINGTON – As 
usual, Gateway’s Reindeer 
Games took place on the half 
day before the December 
holiday break. 

The freshmen, soph-
omores and juniors each 
entered the gymnasium and 
took their spots in the bleach-
ers. Holiday themed music 
swelled and the senior class 
entered with Santa, aka 
senior Jeffrey Antonellis, 
in a reindeer-drawn sleigh. 
Gateway saw close results 
between the classes in this 
year’s highly competitive 
series. After a number of 
contests and with five to go, 
the sophomore, junior and 
senior classes were all tied at 
425 points each. 

Reindeer Games is a 
long tradition. It is organized 
by the student council and 
executed with the assistance 
of staff, who serve as judg-
es, referees and counters. 
Mathematics teacher Cheryl 
Wright played holiday music 
to keep things festive and sci-
ence teacher Josh Mason was 
the Master of Ceremonies. 
Assistant Principal Val Zeh 
said that students had clearly 
been anticipating the games 
for days. ‘Even seeing the 
enthusiasm as each class 
decorated their section of the 
bleachers was amazing,” Zeh 
said. 

C o n t e s t s  i n c l u d e d 
hands-free eating a donut 
hanging from a string, gin-
gerbread house decorating, 
tug of war and three-minute 
volleyball heats. One entry 
was “Hungry, Hungry Gator,” 
where one student lay on a 
rolling plank and a second 
student held their feet to 

“wheelbarrow” them around 
the gym. One pair from each 
class competed to pick up the 
highest number of small, col-
orful balls from the floor and 

return them to their basket in 
a corner of the gym. Several 
different strategies were 
used. The ‘hungry gator” 
on the event’s only female 

team had her arms close to 
the floor in a wide stance 
and plowed up a lot of balls 
on each pass. Another gator 
used his hat to hold more 
than his hands alone could 
have held. 

After the final contests, 
which included wrapping a 
present (um, person) and the 
grant finale snowball fight 
(dodge ball), the junior class 
won with 725 points, edging 
out the seniors and sopho-
mores which each had 700 
points. The freshman class 
took last place with 375 
points.

It’s not only a way to 
kick off the holidays but the 
highest scorer earns points 
for the school’s highly cov-
eted Spirit Trophy, which 
is awarded at the end of the 
year. The classes compete all 
year long in spirit weeks and 
events and the winning class 
is announced at the final 
awards ceremony. The class 
year is engraved on the tro-
phy for posterity.

Gateway students compete for bragging rights

Student Council President Eliza Mueller and Secretary Lily 
Peloquin, both seniors, helped keep things organized on the 
sidelines, making sure the events ran smoothly.

Jackson Renaud jumps 
to spike the ball, helping 
the junior class win the 
volleyball heat.

The seniors section of the bleachers was decorated with warm weather wishes that included palm 
trees and had class members wearing leis.

Hungry Gator strategy: carry the balls in your hat!

Turley Publications photos by Wendy Long

Bluebirds
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Sheriff recruits clean up in March in Blandford.

Ladies Group played in the 
gym at Town Hall. A regular 
occurrence; all picklers wel-
come.

R y a n  K e a c h  o f 
Montgomery and Michael 
Carr of Blandford both 
j o i n e d  t h e  H i g h w a y 
Depar tment  g iv ing  the 
department three employees 
including Mario Godbout.   

Jeff Allen resigned from 
the Select Board effective-
ly limiting choices on the 
Annual Town Election bal-
lot.

May was almost fairly 
quiet with praying mantises 
hatching at the library. The 
first Select Board meeting in 
May drew a standing room 
only crowd as the board 
adopted a resolution in oppo-
sition to the siting of the 

BESS units. A tractor trailer 
truck, a semi, got stuck on a 
lawn on North Street creat-
ing huge ruts. It was eventu-
ally removed. 

On the last day of May, 
Transfer Station attendant 
Glen Bessette, Select Board 
member Ted Cousineau, 
Board of Health Chair Bret 
Hartley, Board of Health 
member Jennifer Girard, and 
Transfer Station attendants 
Chris Cappa and Nate Suares 
celebrated the opening of the 
Swap Shack. The Memorial 
Day Parade and Annual 
Town Picnic were enjoyed 
by many.

The  Town Meet ing 
Monday, June 2, saw 61 
registered voters turn out to 
approve 34 articles in just 
under 45 minutes.  Election 

June 14 gave the town Jackie 
Coury as the new member of 
the Select Board.

The Historical Society 
received a grant to replace 
the roof on The White 
Church. The work started 
just before the July holiday 
weekend as the old roof was 
removed and the new under-
lying plywood and water 
sealant were put in place. 
The 30th Annual Bel Canto 
Opera performance contin-
ued the long-standing suc-
cessful event with Maestro 
Eve Queler and Douglas 
Martin at the piano. 

T h e  C i t i z e n s  t o 
Enlighten Blandford pre-
sented their petition to the 
Select Board seeking to halt 
the proposed 4.04 MW solar 
photovoltaic array and BESS 

at 89 Chester Road…the 
2.8 MW on 30 Huntington 
Road proposing as well as 
the large BESS expansion 
project to 50 MW on North 
Blandford Road.

In August ,  Mission 
Clean Energy presented 
their case to the town for 
BESS along with Eversource 
with their proposed expan-
sion of the North Blandford 
R o a d  s u b s t a t i o n .  A n d 
the Fairgrounds had new 
drainage ditches dug and 
the new pavilion went up 
in time for the Labor Day 
Weekend fair. The weather 
held and crowds visited the 
Fairgrounds. Mission Clean 
Energy hosted an open house 
for resident to ask questions. 
And a ferocious windstorm 
Sept. 6 did some consider-

able damage which kept the 
Fire Department busy with 
wires down.

The largest number of 
registered voters attended 
the Sept. 22 Special Town 
Meeting which asked voters 
for guidance for the Select 
Board regarding all things 
solar and $200,000 budget 
item for research and expert 
information regarding solar 
and BESS.

There were two major 
events in October. The first, 
Oct 11, saw the Jethro Jones 
Historical Marker officially 
dedicated. The second was 
the Ghost Walk at the Old 
Burying Ground at the top of 
Main Street on Oct. 18. This 
featured the town’s ghosts of 
the American Revolution. 

The COA hosted the 

annual Veterans Dinner on 
Nov. 8. The Poop Museum 
visited on Nov. 15. The Nov. 
17 Special Town Meeting 
again brought out a crowd 
to vote for a moratorium for 
solar projects and BESS. 

The Dec. 9 Special 
Town Meet ing brought 
out again a large number 
of registered voters who 
unanimously approved the 
library’s expansion project. 
A second STM on Dec. 19 
corrected a budget error. The 
Select Board reopened the 
Tax Classification hearing 
with fewer people attending; 
possibly due to the inclement 
weather.  

As an extra, the Finance 
Committee really needs 
another member.

REVIEW	 from page 1

Pickleballer Mary Mangini is 
shown in action.

A semi and trailer got stuck on a North Street lawn.Swap Shack Ribbon Cutting May.

A grant covered the cost of a new roof for the White Church in July

The new pavilion and staging area at the Fairgrounds in August is getting ready for the Blandford Fair.

The largest crowd in recent history attended the Sept. 22 Special Town Meeting.

Henry Knox Regimental Color Guard of the Sons of the American 
Revolution give a musket salute at Jethro Jones Historical Marker 
dedication in October.
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BLANDFORD – The 
Historical Society will again 
re-enact a pivotal moment 
in the town’s history on 
Sunday, Jan. 11 from 3:30-
5 p.m.

This marks the day, 
when  250  years  ago , 
Blandford met Gen. Henry 

Knox as they brought can-
nons from Fort Ticonderoga 
to Boston to help Gen. 
George Washington.

There will be a bonfire 
with hot chocolate or cider 
and donuts. There will be a 
cast of characters retelling 
the story.

HS hosts Knox Trail program

By Mary Kronholm
Correspondent

B L A N D F O R D  – 
Responding to the question 
on what in your opinion 
were the things that had the 
biggest impact on the town, 
members to the select board 
replied. 

Chair Cara Letendre 
said that the most “uplifting 
moment of the year was at 
the special town meeting on 
Dec. 9 when the town unan-
imously voted to move for-
ward with the expansion of 
the Porter Memorial Library. 
Nicole was passionate and 
her pleas for this expansion 
to build a stronger sense of 
community clearly resonated 
with residents.”

She also found the 
opening of the Swap Shop 
at the transfer station uplift-
ing. Since it opened, she has 
“witnessed children excited 
to come to ‘the dump’ with 
their parents to trade in gen-
tly used toys and shop for 
something new. I am thrilled 
to see that items in town are 
being passed on to neighbors 
who need them rather than 
being thrown out.”

A significant moment 
for Letendre was the size 

of the turnout at the August 
11 meeting for the Mission 
Clean Energy presentation. 
“Whether there in support 
or otherwise, people clear-
ly care a great deal about 
the effect this project may 
have on the town.   It is my 
hope that when it is time 
to go back to special town 
meeting to discuss our next 
steps in building a safe and 
modern fire department, res-
idents show up with the same 
amount of support.”

She was proud to watch 
“residents, both young and 
old, enjoy our Memorial Day 
celebration. Our recreation 
committee works so hard 
behind the scenes to help cre-
ate these core memories.”

“And las t ly,  see ing 
the old stage area at the 
Fairgrounds being torn down 
and replaced was emotional. 
Sitting under the new pavil-
ion and listening to local tal-
ented musicians as my nearly 
grown children wandered the 
fair on their own felt surreal.”

Board  member  T.J . 
Cousineau found inspiration 
in two things that “brought 
our town together.”

The expansion of the 
Porter Memorial Library, 
“a very positive move for-

ward.” And the generosity of 
Sumner Robbins for the ben-
efit of the library.

And the other one is the 
solar and battery movement 
in the state and the “total dis-
regard the state holds for the 
small towns like Blandford, 
in the western part of the 
state.” 

He also included the 
appointment of the new 
Highway Superintendent, 
Ray Hultay, “who is doing 
a superb job on maintaining 
our roads and equipment” 
and the efforts on the part of 
the Historical Society, cit-
ing the Ghost Walk and the 
upcoming John Knox re-en-

actment on Jan. 11 at the 
Fairgrounds. 

Board member Jackie 
Coury thought there were 
two major events that stood 
out for her. First, the impact 
o f  G ove r n o r  H e a l ey ’s 
Climate Bill on Blandford. 
“Blandford is  uniquely 

affected due to the presence 
of an Eversource substa-
tion within the town. This 
infrastructure has attracted 
increased interest from com-
mercial solar and battery 
energy storage system devel-
opers seeking to locate proj-
ects nearby to reduce inter-
connection costs. The result-
ing influx of proposed com-
mercial energy facilities has 
generated significant con-
troversy and concern among 
residents, particularly regard-
ing public safety and the 
preservation of Blandford’s 
rural character.

For Coury, the sec-
ond most meaningful event 
was “the approval of the 
Porter Memorial Library 
expansion.” This long-an-
ticipated project became 
possible through the ded-
ication and hard work of 
the Library Project Team, 
the Massachusetts Board of 
Library Commissioners grant 
award, the generous contribu-
tion of the Sumner and Sally 
Robbins Trusts, and the sup-
port of Blandford residents. 
The Porter Library will con-
tinue to be an integral part 
of Blandford’s character and 
community life for many 
years to come.

Blandford Select Board reflect on 2025 big events
BLANDFORD

BLANDFORD – Open 
burning begins Thursday, 
Jan.  15 and continues 
through Friday, May 1.

Permi t s  a re  ava i l -
able  through the  Fi re 
Department online by vis-
iting the town’s website 
at townofblandford.com. 
No permits are issued in 
advance due to the poten-
tial for changing weather 
conditions.

Requests  for  burn-
ing permits must be made 
every time anyone wants to 
burn.

The following regu-
lations must be observed: 
People may only burn 

brush. All other materi-
als are illegal. No leaves, 
grass, hay, stumps, building 
debris or any other materi-
als may be burned.

All open burning must 
be a minimum of 75 feet 
from buildings or struc-
tures. 

Burning starts at 10 
a.m. and must be extin-
guished by 4 p.m. Any 
open fire must be attended 
at all times by the permit 
holder. 

No person shall set, 
maintain or increase a fire 
in open air at any time 
except  by permiss ion. 
People must be 18 years 

or older to apply for a per-
mit and/or set, maintain or 
increase a fire once permis-
sion has been granted by 
the Fire Department. 

People must have an 
appropriate means to extin-
guish an open-air fire com-
pletely at the end of the 
day or if requested by the 
Fire Department. The Fire 
Department can refuse or 
cancel a permit at any time 
such as violation of permit 
regulations or change in 
weather conditions. Permits 
are only issued between 
8:30 a.m.-1 p.m. and only 
on the day anyone wants 
to burn.

Open burning season begins 

BLANDFORD – At the 
Dec. 15 Select Board meeting, 
the board appointed Sabrina 
Pooler as the Conservation 
Commission Agent. 

She will begin her new 
position soon. This is a five 
to ten hour a week part-time 
position for providing techni-
cal and administrative assis-
tance to the Conservation 
Commission. She is currently 

the Conservation Commission 
Coordinator for Southwick. 
She reviews all the Wetlands 
Protection Act applications, 
works up all the appropriate 
documents and works with the 
applicants while conducting 
inspections, etc. She also is 
responsible for general office 
duties. 

In her letter of interest, 
she said she would be a good 

fit for this position because 
of her experience running the 
Conservation Department and 
understanding its many layers. 
She has had three years with 
Southwick’s Conservation 
Commission and has volun-
teered with the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife and the Connecticut 
River Conservancy regard-
ing invasive aquatic species 
removal; certifying vernal 

pools and documenting threat-
ened species and is a past 
member of the Southwick 
Land Trust board. 

Her education includes 
a Bachelors Degree in nat-
ural resource studies from 
UMASS Amherst; additional 
environmental science course-
work at Arcadia University in 
Granada Spain and Holyoke 
Community College.

Conservation Commission has new agent

BLANDFORD –  A 
Special Town Meeting had to 
be held on Friday, Dec. 19 to 
correct an error in the budget 
approved at the June Annual 
Town Meeting.

The error duplicated 

some “raise and appropriate” 
line items and needed to be 
reversed. The original vote 
gave the town $1,260,213 in 
certified free cash. Of that 
amount, voters approved 
moving $370,000, correcting 

the error.
The Tax Classification 

hearing then re-opened and 
the Select Board approved a 
uniform tax rate for the town. 
All classifications of proper-
ty will be taxed at the same 

rate of $12.57 per thousand 
dollars of evaluation. The 
rate has been approved by 
the Department of Revenue 
and is on their website. 

Ten registered voters 
participated in the meeting.

Tax rate set at $12.57 per thousand valuation

BLANDFORD – Asking 
Town Administrator Cristina 
Ferrera to consider 2025, 
her first full year holding the 
office, she responded with 
the following observations.

“ O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t 
impactful realizations for me 
in 2025 was seeing just how 
deeply the Blandford com-
munity has always stepped 
up to support and sustain the 
town. That spirit of involve-
ment, residents, who genu-
inely care and actively partic-
ipate, is what truly defines a 
strong community.”

She is cer-
ta in ly  aware 
of the town’s 
v o l u n t e e r s . 
“So many of 
B l a n d f o r d ’ s 
essential boards 
and committees 
rely on the ded-
ication of resi-
dent volunteers 
t o  ke e p  t h e 
town running 
smoothly, and 
that commitment does not go 
unnoticed.”

She added that she is 

“deeply grateful to 
all of our volunteer 
board and committee 
members, past and 
present, for the time, 
energy, and care they 
give to our town.”

As Blandford 
moves into the new 
year, she said, “ 
hope we continue to 
see that same spir-
it of service, along 
with new faces who 

are excited to step forward, 
get involved, and help shape 
Blandford’s future.”

Town Administrator reflects 
on our strong community

Blandford Select Board are shown from left, T.J. Cousineau, Cara Letendre and Jackie Coury.
File photo

Cristina Ferrera

Town of Worthington
Conservation Commission
In accordance with M.G.L. 

Chapter 131, Section 40, the 
Worthington Conservation Com-
mission will hold a public hear-
ing in response to a Request for 
Determination of Applicability 
(RDA) regarding proposed work 
associated with the upgrade to an 
existing septic system at 58 Pat-
terson Road 

The Hearing will be held 
Thursday, January 15, 2026, 
at 7:20 PM in the Selectboard 
meeting room at Town Hall, 160 
Huntington Road. 
01/01/2026

SOUTHERN HILLTOWNS
Public Hearing – 

Tuesday, January 20, 2026, 
at 6:00 PM

FY 2022/2023 Construction 
Progress Hearing & 

FY 2026 Application Forum
The Town of Russell, on be-

half of the Towns of Chester, 
Huntington and Middlefield, in 
association with the Pioneer Val-
ley Planning Commission, will 
conduct a performance hearing 
regarding the town’s ongoing 
FY24 Community Development 
Block Grant Programs.  The 
hearing will take place at 6:00 
PM on Tuesday, January 20, 
2026, in person at the Town Hall, 
65 Main Street, Russell, MA 
01071. 

The hearing will review the 
projects funded through the 
town’s FY22/23 Community De-
velopment Block Grant Program 
including Valley View Avenue 
infrastructure improvements, 
public social services, and hous-
ing rehabilitation. These activ-
ities received funding through 
the U.S. Department of Housing 

and Urban Development and the 
Executive Office of Housing and 
Livable Communities, Massa-
chusetts CDBG program.  

This hearing will also serve as 
the first public forum to solicit 
community input on potential 
activities to be included in a po-
tential Southern Hilltowns FY26 
Community Development Block 
Grant application. All communi-
ty members and stakeholders are 
invited to share thoughts on po-
tential CDBG-eligible activities 
to be included. 

All persons with questions or 
comments regarding the perfor-
mance hearing will have an op-
portunity to submit comments 
up until and through the public 
hearing. Please submit comments 
to Joe Hagopian at the Pioneer 
Valley Planning Commission 
@ jhagopian@pvpc.org or 413-
781-6045. Persons who require 

special accommodations should 
contact the Town prior to the 
hearing date at 413-862-6200. 
01/01/2026

Town of Worthington
Conservation Commission
Notice of Public Hearing

In accordance with M.G.L. 
Chapter 131, Section 40, the 
Worthington Conservation Com-
mission will hold a public hear-
ing in response to a Request for 
Determination of Applicability 
(RDA) regarding proposed train-
ing by Wild & Scenic Westfield 
River Committee at 102 Clark 
Road on the proper way to re-
move various invasive species.   

The Hearing will be held 
Thursday, January 15, 2026, 
at 7:00 PM in the Selectboard 
meeting room at Town Hall, 160 
Huntington Road. 
01/01/2026

PUBLIC NOTICES

WESTFIELD

WESTFIELD 
– James C. Hagan, 
P r e s i d e n t  a n d 
CEO of Westfield 
Bank, announc-
es the promo-
tion of Michael 
H a r r i n g t o n  t o 
S e n i o r  V i c e 
P r e s i d e n t  a n d 
Senior  Lender 
for the state of 
Massachusetts. 

This appointment rec-
ognizes his consistent and 
strong leadership and his 
impact on the bank’s growth 
and success. Harrington, 
who previously served as 
Senior Vice President and 
Team Leader of Middle 
Market CRE Lending has 
been promoted to Senior 
Lender and will be respon-
sible for the bank’s com-
mercial lending activities in 
the state of Massachusetts 
including overseeing the 
bank’s Massachusetts port-
folio and new business devel-
opment, as well as handling 
his current duties.

“Michael  has been 
instrumental in growing the 
Bank’s commercial lend-
ing portfolio for the past 
eighteen years,” said Allen 
J. Miles, Executive Vice 

President and 
Chief Lending 
O f f i c e r  o f 
Westfield Bank.

With over 
t h i r t y - t h r e e 
years of banking 
and commercial 
lending experi-
ence, Harrington 
joined Westfield 
Bank in 2007.  
Prior to that, he 

served as a commercial lend-
er and credit analyst at the 
former Westbank. Harrington 
is a lifelong resident of West 
Springfield.

People may visit the 
bank’s website at www.
westfieldbank.com for more 
information.

Westfield Bank, head-
quartered in Westfield is a 
federally chartered savings 
bank organized in 1853 and 
is the largest publicly trad-
ed bank headquartered in 
Western Massachusetts. 
Currently, the bank has 
twenty-five branch offices, 
forty-nine ATMs, and an 
additional thirty seasonal 
ATMs and serves Hampden 
and Hampshire counties in 
Western Massachusetts and 
Hartford County in Northern 
Connecticut. 

Westfield Bank promotes 
Harrington to Senior Lender 

Michael Harrington

Visit the Country Journal online: wwwcountryjournal.turley.com
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FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $225.00
Seasoned cut & split $325.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). 

Quality & volumes guaranteed!! 
New England Forest Products

(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central 
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood 
Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titanium Stainless 
Steel.  $2K Tax Credit.
Call (508)882-0178

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks, 
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive, 
fire department, masonic, license 
plates, beer cans, barware, books, 
oil cans, advertising tins,hunting, 
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

ALWAYS BUYING 
ALL ANTIQUES: 

Musical instruments, guitars, horns, 
keyboards, vintage electronics, jew-
elry, coins, watches, military camer-
as, sports memorabilia, art, sterling, 
signs, automotive, hunting, advertis-
ing, radios, ham radio equipment, 
audio equipment, toys, one item or 
entire estate. 

Call Paul 413-206-8688.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging. 
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

PJ’s Electrical
MASTER ELECTRICIAN

• Licensed & Insured •
Providing safe, reliable electrical 
services for residential and com-
mercial projects.

NOW OFFERING FREE
CONSULTATIONS.

Call today to schedule your appointment.
(413) 366-1703

(Lic. #24046–A)

LICENSED ELECTRICIAN 
I offer good quality electrical work, 

no project too small. Service upgrades, 
pools, trustworthy, dependable & insured.  

Master Elec. #20773A. 
Text/call Luis 413-218-3301.

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC
Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical 
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and 
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned compa-
ny. MA License #8101A1. 

Call John at (413)206-6509
Every customer gets a free gem stone.

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

INSTRUCTION
NRA Certified Basic Pistol Course 

with Live Fire for License to 
Carry permit $140. 
Matt Marcinkiewicz 

muscione@hotmail.com
413-537-0620

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway 
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt 
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.  
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790. 
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
KEN’S PAINTING SERVICES. Inte-
rior painting/staining, wallpaper removal, 
wall/ceiling resurfacing, cabinet painting. 
Quality workmanship, fully insured. Free 
estimates. Call 413-896-8264.

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING & 
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations, 
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen & 
Bath remodeling.  30 years experience. 
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505 

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned, 
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  Family owned/
operated since 1950   (413)537-5090 

SNOWPLOWING
RESIDENTIAL Snowplowing Service.  
Wilbraham residential only  Call or Text 
now. Limited space available. 413-519-
5439

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential 
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove 
them before the wind takes them down. 
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything 
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump 
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and 
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212.

TUNE-UPS

STUMP GRINDING
DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding 
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

GERMAN SHEPHERD PUPS. Champi-
on Czech and Belgian bloodlines. 30 years 
experience. 3M, 2F. Ready, w/shots. Now 
$1,200. 413-218-2321

LUDLOW PUBLIC SCHOOL DIS-
TRICT PARA-EDUCATOR. Submit 
resume and letter of intent to: www.
schoolspring.com

FOR RENT
QUAINT WEST BROOKFIELD 
BROOKHAVEN LAKE by babbling 
brook, l-shaped 2bdrm. ranch, 2/full baths, 
finished basement, walkout slider, en-
closed front porch. Enjoy nature trails, very 
quiet private area. $2850/monthly rental 
fee. Bernice Stone 774-262-6667.

SERVICES SERVICESSERVICES AUTO REAL ESTATE

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Make checks payable to Turley Publications 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  FRIDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

CHAMELEON 
PAINTING & REMODELING

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

Remodeling & 
Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured • Free Estimates

413-351-1147

(413) 687-5552

A&M TUNE-UPS
Snowblowers, Push Lawnmowers, 

Riding Mowers & Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home.

Call Mike (413) 348-7967

SNOWBLOWER &  LAWNMOWER
TUNE UP & REPAIR

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

ADVERTISING 

SALES HELP 
WANTED

➤ Do you want to work in your community helping 
local businesses connect with their customers? 

➤ Do you want a career supporting local journalism, 
which tells the unique stories of our communities? 

➤ If so, then join our team! Turley Publications 
is looking for an outgoing, energetic person 
interested in selling advertising for our community 
newspapers. The right candidate will assume an 
established territory with a portfolio of customers.

You must be a self-starter with excellent 
communication and organizational skills. 

Basic computer skills are required. 
Previous print sales experience is preferred 

but we will train the right candidate. 

Turley Publications, a locally owned family 
business, offers a competitive commission 

structure, 401k, and health plan.

Send resume & cover letter to:

Jamie Joslyn
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069
Email:jamie@turley.com

All real estate advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status (number of 
children and or pregnancy), national 
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

HELP WANTED

12 HOMETOWN 
NEWSPAPERS 

413.283.8393
www.turley.com
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
MONDAY AT NOONFRIDAY AT 1 PMFind archives of this 

local newspaper at
www.newspapers.turley.com
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THIS WEEK’S HOROSCOPES

NATIONALLY ADVERTISED MERCHANDISE FOR ALL MAKES & MODELSWESTFIELD
AUTO PARTS INC

AUTO PARTS 
& SUPPLIES

WHOLESALE   RETAIL

Dial 568-8944 or 568-1611  FAX # 568-1554

★ Complete Auto Machine Shop Service   ★ Engine Rebuilding Of All Kinds
★ Authorized Caterpillar Hydraulic Hose Dealer   ★ Hydraulic Hoses

Call “DALE”      8-12 BIRGE AVE., WESTFIELD

Now stocking 
Car Quest 

Filters made 
by WIX,

Amalie Oil,
Bailing Twine 

&
Tractor Parts

Fun By The 
Numbers
Like puzzles? 
Then you’ll love 
sudoku. This 
mind-bending 
puzzle will have 
you hooked from 
the moment you 
square off, so 
sharpen your 
pencil and put 
your sudoku 
savvy to the test!

ARIES
Mar 21/Apr 20
If you are feeling 
half-hearted about what 
you are working on, then 
put it off for a little bit 
and focus on something 
more interesting this 
week, Aries. You can use 
the rest.

TAURUS
Apr 21/May 21
Make it your business 
to remind others not to 
take life so seriously this 
week, Taurus. The best 
way to do that is to show 
them how to laugh by 
example. 

GEMINI
May 22/Jun 21
Your thoughts are on an 
important decision that 
you need to make, Gem-
ini. It’s best to wait a few 
days before you get into 
the thick of things.  You 
need to mull all possi-
bilities. 

CANCER
Jun 22/Jul 22
Cancer, you may have 
the courage and the 
confidence to deal with 
whatever life throws at 
you right now, but not 
everyone is as dedicated 
as you. Make allowanc-
es for others this week. 

LEO
Jul 23/Aug 23
Sensitive feelings are 
coming to the surface 
and you are not sure 
what to do about them. 
You won’t find peace 
of mind until you have 
dealt with them. 

VIRGO
Aug 24/Sept 22
Virgo, some unexpected 
news could come your 
way between now and 
the weekend. It may 
seem like a lot, but in 
the grand scheme of 
things, it will only be a 
minor issue.

LIBRA
Sept 23/Oct 23
You have reason to be 
suspicious of someone’s 
motives this week. Just 
don’t go to extremes and 
start reading into every 
message or nuance, Li-
bra.

SCORPIO
Oct 24/Nov 22
Scorpio, you might look 
super confident on the 
outside, but underneath 
you get anxious like ev-
eryone else. At some 
point this week you may 
need to ask for some 
help.

SAGITTARIUS 
Nov 23/Dec 21
It is easy to believe you 
have enemies around 
every corner, Sagittarius. 
Although you might have 
rubbed a few people the 
wrong way, most people 
actually are on your side
. 

CAPRICORN
Dec 22/Jan 20
Capricorn, usually you 
couldn’t care less what 
other people think about 
you. But this week it 
seems important to get 
another person’s ap-
proval for your actions.

AQUARIUS
Jan 21/Feb 18
Aquarius, be care-
ful when dealing with 
someone in a position 
of power. They may have 
sights on a promotion 
you also hope to earn. 
Keep your cards close to 
the vest.

PISCES
Feb 19/Mar 20
Pisces, some people 
believe the world is full 
of doom and gloom, but 
you know that every day 
is what you make of it. 
Brighten the days of oth-
ers with your positivity.

MONTEREY – The 
Monterey Historical Society, 
Monterey Library and the 
Bidwell House Museum 
will  hold a celebration 
of the 250th anniversa-
ry of Henry Knox’s Noble 
Trail of Artillery through 
the Southern Berkshires on 
Friday, Jan. 16 and Saturday, 
Jan. 17, 2026.

B e g i n n i n g  i n 
December of 1775 from 
Fort Ticonderoga in New 
York, twenty five year old 
Henry Knox led an expe-
dition to move 60 tons of 
captured British artillery 
to the Continental army in 
Boston in order to force the 
British to evacuate the city. 
Knox’s journey took three 
months and came through 
the Berkshires in January of 
1776, during the depths of 
winter, using little more than 
ox and horse-drawn sledges 
and manpower.

To commemorate the 

250th anniversary of this 
remarkable achievement, 
The Monterey Historical 
Soc ie ty,  t he  Monte rey 
Library, 452 Main Road and 
the Bidwell House Museum 
are collaborating on a series 
of Knox trail related pro-
grams on Jan. 16 and 17, 
2026. The weekend begins 
at the Monterey Library 
on Friday at 6 p.m. with 
the opening reception and 
program for the exhibition 
The Knox Trail through the 
Greenwoods. 

On Saturday the pro-
gram will continue with 
talks, a guided walk and 
a panel discussion. Rob 
Hoogs will present Henry 
Knox and the Noble Train 
of Cannons Through the 
Greenwoods at 10 a.m., fol-
lowed by Jonathan Barkan at 
11 a.m. and his Knox Trail 
Media Show. Barkan created 
a traveling slide show about 
Henry Knox for the 1976 

Bicentennial which has been 
updated and remastered for 
today’s audience. Both of 
these talks will take place at 
the Monterey Library.

After lunch the celebra-
tion moves to the Bidwell 
House Museum, 100 Art 
School Road, at 2 p.m. for 
the start of a guided walk 
on the Knox Trail, with Rob 
Hoogs. Attendees will gath-
er around the fire with hot 
cider while Hoogs introduc-
es the walk and then carpool 
to Brett Road for a one mile 
guided walk. Visitors will 
certainly be able to imag-
ine the struggles of Knox 
and his team as they pulled 
60 tons of cannons through 
the woods of the southern 
Berkshires in mid-winter.

Finally, the celebrations 
will conclude back at the 
Monterey Library at 7 p.m. 
with a panel discussion with 
several Knox Trail historians 
including Rob Hoogs, Ron 

Bernard, Bernie Drew, Gary 
Leveille and Tom Ragusa 
about their new book “Ye 
Trodden Path.”

The Knox250 exhib-
it at the Monterey Library 
will continue through Feb. 
28. Additional talks and 
programs will be sched-
uled during the exhibition 
run and will be posted on 
the website. For more infor-
mation and a full schedule 
of events, people may visit 
the Bidwell House Museum 
website at https://www.bid-
wellhousemuseum.org/event/
knox-trail-250th-celebra-
tion-in-monterey/

The exhibit and pro-
grams are sponsored in part 
by grants from Housatonic 
Heritage and the Friends 
of the Monterey Library. 
All programs are free and 
open to the public. Parking 
for the Monterey Library is 
limited and visitors can also 
park in the public lot behind 

the Monterey Town Hall. 
Weather related updates or 
cancellations to the program 
will be posted on the Bidwell 
House Museum Facebook 
page.

The Bidwel l  House 
Museum grounds-194 acres 
of woods, fields, historic 
stonewalls, self-guided trails 
and picnic sites-are open 
every day, dawn until dusk, 
free of charge. The house is 
open for guided tours from 
May to October by appoint-
ment only and will reopen 
on Memorial Day, 2026. 
The program of events can 
be found on the museum’s 
website: www.bidwellhouse-
museum.org.

The l ibrary is  open 
Monday through Saturday 
and closed on Sunday. A full 
list of Library hours and pro-
grams can be found at their 
website https://www.monte-
reymasslibrary.org/

The Monterey Historical 
S o c i e t y  i s  a  p r iva t e , 
non-profit volunteer orga-
nization founded in 1963. 
Throughout the year, they 
host lectures and programs, 
usually at the Monterey 
Library. Collection materi-
als are available for review 
by appointment. More infor-
mation can be found on the 
society’s website at www.
montereyhistoricalsociety.
org.

Library and Bidwell Museum host Henry Knox programs
MONTEREY

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertiser is requested to check their advertisement 
the first time it appears. This paper will not be responsible for 
more than one corrected insertion, nor will be liable for any error 
in an advertisement to a greater extent than the cost of the space 
occupied by the item in the advertisement.
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C H E S T E R  – 
The Chester Railway 
Sta t ion hosted  thei r 
annual Christmas party 
on Sunday, Dec. 7. 

T h e  C h e s t e r 
R a i l w a y s  S t a t i o n ’s 
party featured Santa 
and Mrs. Claus, who 
arrived by police cruis-
er and visited with a 
large crowd inside the 
station. 

Pa r tygoe r s  were 
treated to homemade 
c o o k i e s  a n d  o t h e r 
good ie s  a long  wi th 
cocoa, coffee and hot 
cider while listening to 
music provided by The 
Pitoniak Brothers Band.

Guests also got to 
enjoy the model train 
circling the Station’s 
vintage Christmas tree 
with a pass outside by 
the real  Lake Shore 
Limited just for fun.

Chester Railway Station 
host Christmas party

CHESTER

estimated that the cost to 
the contractors and town 
on Dec. 22 would reach 
$20,000. 

According to Zachary 
LaPorte, the driver of the 
first rotator that towed the 
front of the 70,000 pound 
rail car, the operation went 
better than expected. Red’s 
Towing had brought addi-
t iona l  equ ipment  tha t 
they hadn’t needed to use. 
LaPorte said that this was 
one of the most complex 
jobs he’d been on.

One rotator towed the 
front of the car and a second 
rotator pushed the rear of 
the car by going in reverse, 
reminiscent of the mythical 
“Pushmi-Pullu” from Dr. 
Doolittle. 

When the front rotator 
was well into the underpass, 
it stopped and the rear rota-
tor pushed the back of the 
car into alignment with the 
road going through the tun-
nel. The rail car was then 
supported with I-beams and 
wooden timbers so that the 
rear rotator could be discon-
nected. This was necessary, 
LaPorte said, because the 
second rotator was never 
going to be able to make the 
corner into the underpass.

A third rotator, already 
lined up for the underpass 
and positioned on the prop-
erty of John and Diane 
DeMoss, then connected to 
the rear of the railcar. The 
beams and timber were 
removed and the two piec-
es of equipment pulled and 

pushed the car through the 
tunnel, which it cleared at 
1:04 p.m. They moved the 
three connected pieces onto 
the side of Emory Street 
where it remained while 
things were set up for the 
final phase onto the museum 
grounds.

L a P o r t e  ex p l a i n e d 
that the use of the rotators 
allowed them to adjust the 
angle on the railway car and 
keep it low enough to clear 
the tunnel. The car appeared 
to have a top buffer of 5 to 
8 inches in the tunnel as it 
went through.

About a dozen onlook-
ers, board members and well 
wishers braved the cold tem-
perature and prevailing wind 
to watch the operation from 
the Prospect Street side of 
the underpass. Smiles and a 

collective sigh of relief may 
have momentarily added to 
the wind speed in the area, 
just after 1 p.m. 

As it cleared the under-
pass, his rotator appeared to 
have let air out of the rear 
tires as a strategy to get 
everything through. But 
LaPorte clarified it was the 
heavy weight of the railway 
car that gave his tires their 
flattened appearance.

Museum president Dave 
Pierce was, of course, look-
ing on. ‘It feels amazing. 
But I didn’t have any doubt. 
When the mover and Red’s 
said it would go, I knew it 
would.”

Szirbik said that at the 
end of the day, it’s done. 
“It’s not a textbook job,” he 
said. “It never was.”

Michael McCormack, 
who runs the live cam at the 
Chester Railway Museum, 
was on hand to film the 

move live. It can be viewed 
on YouTube, at “Historic 
Railway Dining Car Move 
at Chester Railway Station, 
Massachusetts.” About 100 
people watched live online 
as the move took place. 

The  ra i lcar ’s  fina l 
position will be behind the 
blue caboose, which serves 
as an industrial kitchen on 
the museum grounds for 
public and catered events. 
According to Pierce, the 
“trucks” that the car will 
finally rest on needed to be 
adjusted. In railway terms, 
trucks are the chassis struc-
ture that rail cars sit upon. 
Wheels can be attached to 
the trucks for cars moving 
along railroads. By the time 
the railway car was on the 
museum grounds, he said, 
there was concern over the 
fading light. 

Pierce said local welder 
John Marcoullier “cut a few 
things off the blue caboose 
and we measured everything 
precisely, so we can have it 
all ready to go when they 
come back.” Red’s towing 
will return after the first of 
the year with a crane to lift 
the car onto its trucks.

LaPorte credited the 
success of the day with, “All 
the great work that every-
body did ahead of time, that 
made everything go smooth-
ly, without a hiccup.”

Pierce added, “I’m just 
very happy that it’s on our 
own property. That’s huge.”

RAILWAY	 from page 1

Santa and Mrs. Claus arrive at the Chester Railway Station for their annual Christmas party on 
Sunday, Dec. 7.

Christmas party attendees enjoy a long table of treats at the Chester Railway Station.
Submitted photos

The two elves at the Railway Station are Chester resident Tom 
Huntoon and former Chester Foundation Vice President and his 
granddaughter, Emily Cortis, who has volunteered at the Station 
since she was seven.

The Pitoniak Brothers Band provided musical entertainment. 

CHESTER – About 40 
people, who braved the cold 
and wind, attended the town 
sponsored tree lighting on 
Friday, Nov. 28.

Cookies ,  cocoa and 
crafts at Town Hall spon-
s o r e d  b y  t h e  C h e s t e r 
R e c r e a t i o n  C o m m i t t e e 

and Mel’s Kitchen fol-
lowed the lighting of the 
tree. Many thanks to the 
Chester Fire Department, 
the Chester Blandford Police 
Department and Chester 
Municipal Electric Light 
Department for their sup-
port.

Tree lighting ends with 
cookies, cocoa and craft

On Friday, Nov. 28, the community came out for the annual Chester 
tree lighting. Submitted photos

Santa made an appearance at the tree lighting. Onto the grounds: Red’s towed the railway car onto the museum grounds. Photo by Barbara Huntoon

The railroad car is out of the underpass.
Turley Publication photos by Wendy Long

Chester Railway Station and 
Museum President David 
Pierce watched the operation 
from the granite saw site, 
opposite the underpass.


